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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

In a split vote the Commissioners of 
St. Mary’s County voted against align-
ing the salary schedule for sheriff’s of-
fice deputies with that of their counter-
parts in Charles County and the Mary-
land State Police.

Those who voted against the measure, 
Commissioner President James “Ran-
dy” Guy, Commissioners Mike Hewitt 
and Todd Morgan all expressed their 
support for paying deputies more, but 
said they wanted to have more up to date 
budget numbers in the coming weeks 
before making a decision.

Recent budget projections show that 
the county will have to make up a $3 
million deficit.

But Commissioners Eric Colvin and 
John O’Connor, who made an impas-
sioned plea for the salary increase and 
got in a heated discussion over the issue 
with Hewitt, said the county was wast-
ing money each year by losing deputies 
to other agencies with better pay and 
having to constantly pay to train new 
ones.

“We all know why we’re here,” said 
Sheriff Timothy K. Cameron. “It’s about 
attrition… the question is can you afford 
not to [match the pay scale]

“If we don’t do something, we’re go-
ing to lose tenured employees to Charles 
County.”

Deputies got a nearly 10 percent in-
crease in pay three years ago, but they 
continue to go to agencies which pay 
more.

Budget projections from the sheriff’s 
office showed that the pay scale proposal 
would have cost an additional $1.3 mil-
lion in fiscal 2020 and a recurring cost 
increase of $4.1 million for fiscal 2021.

O’Connor said the county had spent 

an extra $24 million over the past sever-
al years above maintenance of effort for 
the county school system while the sher-
iff’s office had returned millions of dol-
lars because it could not fill vacancies.

He said there had been recent discus-
sions with the Fraternal Order of Police 
and the county about the new structure 
for pay and others who now wanted 
more information could have attended.

“To say there is not enough informa-
tion, that’s a choice,” O’Connor said. 
“The money is there, it’s called saying 

no to someone else.
“We have the money, everything else 

is an excuse.”
He chided Hewitt for initially want-

ing to abstain from the vote and later in 
the debate claimed Hewitt was taking 
“the coward’s way out” for wanting to 
abstain though he said he supported the 
idea of a raise for deputies.

“Why do you have to make it person-
al,” Hewitt retorted, soon after voting no 
in a roll call vote.

At the start of the debate Hewitt said 
to Cameron: “I want to give you an in-
crease in pay… but can we afford to?” 
Hewitt later said: “We need to get the 
total picture of how much it will cost.”

“We are wasting taxpayer money each 
year through having to retrain people,” 
Colvin said.

O’Connor said he would support a tax 
increase in 2022 if it were necessary to 
pay for salary increases for deputies.

“We can’t do this anymore,” O’Connor 
said of not boosting deputy pay.

The hearing room was filled with 
members of the FOP waiting for the 
vote; one woman called out: “Shame, 
shame, shame on you,” after the propos-
al was rejected.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Commissioners Vote Down Pay Raise For Deputies

Commissioner Mike Hewitt Commissioner John O'Connor
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The number of people who die by 
suicide each year in St. Mary’s County 
seems to be climbing, according to Dr. 
Meena Brewster, the county’s chief 
health officer, though the increase in 
suicides matches the growth of the 
county’s population.

Perhaps their greatest concern though, 
is that the number of visits to the coun-
ty’s sole emergency room for mental 
health problems is rapidly increasing; 
mental health problems can lead to sui-
cide, health officials say.

In 2018, according to a report on 
Maryland vital statistics, 14 people died 
by suicide in St. Mary’s, down slightly 

from 18 in 2017.
There were just five such deaths in 

2016 and 15 in 2015.
Brewster said that with all the re-

sources marshaled in St. Mary’s to pre-
vent suicide the numbers were, on aver-
age, too high though the suicide rate per 
100,000 people was commensurate with 
Maryland and the nation.

“We are concerned more and more 
about mental health being a priority 
need in St. Mary’s County,” Brewster 
said. “[Suicide numbers] are too high in 
St. Mary’s County, too high in the state 
and they’re too high in the country.”

A state-run crisis lifeline, which can 
be accessed by dialing 211, operates in 
St. Mary’s County but the main crisis 
number is the National Suicide Preven-

tion Lifeline which can be accessed by 
dialing 1-800-273-8255 or through tex-
ting 741741.

Greg Reuss, a county resident and 
representative of the American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention, said the vast 
majority of people who die by suicide 
suffer from some sort of mental health 
issue; of those suffering many are af-
flicted with depression.

Seeking help early was key, he said, to 
preventing suicide.

“You don’t have to wait until you’re in 
crisis,” Reuss said. 

Any way depressed or suicidal people 
can be engaged could mean a life saved, 
Brewster said.

“More time [preventing someone 
from committing suicide] can stop it,” 

she said.
Aside from engaging a suicidal sub-

ject to prevent a tragedy, other means re-
strictions, such as removing firearms or 
other weapons from the individual were 
viable options.

Though more people than ever are vis-
iting the MedStar St. Mary’s emergency 
room for mental health crises, health of-
ficials say the increased numbers mean 
more people are taking mental health 
more seriously.

The key, Brewster said, was to find 
more primary health care solutions for 
residents.

“The good news,” Reuss said. “There 
are more people getting help.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net 

County Health Officials Concerned Over Suicides
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Last year the Maryland State Depart-
ment of Education started using a new 
method for ranking schools both by 
their academic achievement as well as 
softer metrics such as the culture and 
climate of the school and the strides 
students made to improve in key sub-
ject matter.

Schools are now ranked using a sys-
tem of one-through-five stars, poor 
to excellent, and this year no county 
school got either a one-or-two-star 
rating.

Alex Jaffurs, the schools system’s 
senior accountability officer, said that 
89 percent of county schools received 
either a four-or-five star ranking in the 
latest report from the state.

Of the 26 schools ranked here, three 
received a three-star rating, 17 received 
a 4-star rating and six received a five-
star rating.

A school’s ranking is judged on 65 
percent for academic achievement, 
measured by the MCAP test taken by 
3rd graders up to seniors in high school, 
and 35 percent by culture and climate 
of the school.

“This is a much more wholistic eval-
uation of a school,” Jaffurs told The 

County Times.
For instance, Benjamin Banneker 

Elementary School could earn, in to-
tal, up to five points for proficiency in 
math, but earned just 2.35 points on the 
new rating scale.

But, under the newly enacted growth 
metric for mathematics, the school 
earned 10 out of a possible 12.5 points 
for improvements and 7.5 points out of 
12.5 points for improvements in Eng-
lish language arts.

This level of growth was taken into 
account along with academic achieve-
ment to come up with the school’s four-
star rating.

Jaffurs said this data, and many other 
pieces of information taken as part of 
the overall Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) program was used to make 
each school better than it was before.

“We’re taking the raw data from 
these metrics, then using that informa-

tion to drive their educational decisions 
in school improvement master plans,” 
Jaffurs said. “There is also a distinct 
correlation between students who are 
not chronically absent (not absent more 
than 10 percent of school days) and 
achievement.”

School attendance was also a closely 
monitored data point in the star rank-
ing system.

The broad range of criteria that went 
into a school’s ranking showed St. 
Mary’s students were solid performers, 
Superintendent Dr. J. Scott Smith said.

“We’re very pleased the report is now 
fleshed out,” Smith said. “We’re heart-
ened to see we’re consistent year over 
year.

“A few schools went down, but more 
schools went up.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net 

St. Mary’s Schools Show Improvement in State Scores
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Dual public hearings for proposed, 
and controversial, 7-11 convenience 
stores and gas stations in Leonardtown 
and Callaway were set to move ahead 
Monday night before the county plan-
ning commission but were abruptly 
rescheduled.

Christopher Longmore, the local at-
torney representing the applicant in 
both cases, told planning commission 
members that, though they were ready 
to “substantively” move forward, they 
legally could not because certain resi-
dents impacted by the Leonardtown 
project had not been adequately in-
formed of the project.

“There were some adjacent property 
owners who did not receive written let-
ters they were required to receive under 
the rules,” Longmore told acting plan-
ning commission chair Joe VanKirk.

Longmore said he was also con-
cerned residents of Callaway adjacent 
to that proposed site, near the southeast 
corner of Piney Point Road and Route 
5, likewise might not have received ad-
equate notification.

The public hearings were resched-
uled to Jan. 27 for the Leonardtown 
project and Feb. 10 for the Callaway 

project.
“Those folks have the right to know 

just like everyone else,” VanKirk said 
of the need for all adjacent property 
owners to be properly notified.

The proposed project in Leonard-
town would be situated at the inter-
section of Route 5 and Medley’s Neck 
Road across from Fairgrounds Road 
and adjacent to Leonardtown Middle 
School.

Residents living near the site where 
the 7-11 would be built have strongly 
opposed the project because, they ar-
gue, it would make a precarious traf-
fic situation there even worse; some 
residents said the 7-11 could also draw 
a criminal element along with the in-
creased activity there since it was slat-
ed to be a 24-hour establishment.

Listed among planning documents on 
the county’s Department of Land Use 
and Growth Management web site are 
two petitions, one printed and the oth-
er with signatures – some with phone 
numbers – of purported county resi-
dents who opposed both 7-11 projects.

A third 7-11 project has also been 
proposed for Great Mills Road in Lex-
ington Park.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Members of all three South-
ern Maryland county com-
missioner boards met Tues-
day afternoon and came to an 
agreement, at least initially, on 
supporting a key piece of legis-
lation that would unify the bud-
get of the College of Southern 
Maryland (CSM) and, in the 
case of emergency services, re-
new the mutual aid agreement 
between Calvert, St. Mary’s 
and Charles counties.

Commissioners met at the 
Prince Frederick CSM campus.

Currently the College of 
Southern Maryland may only 
spend operating funds in the 
county which initially provided 
those funds; each county pro-
vides a share of funding to the 
college’s operating budget each 
year.

Changes to allow the budget 
to be unified, and thus more 
flexible, would require leg-

islative changes in the Gen-
eral Assembly; commissioners  
from the three counties came 
to a tentative agreement that a 
memorandum of understanding 
had to be finalized before the 
legislation could move forward 
to receive their final support.

Reuben Collins II, Charles 
County commissioner presi-
dent, said the three counties 
also needed to come to an 
agreement on ensuring equita-
ble funding for CSM campuses 
to include numbers of students 
in attendance.

Under the proposed changes 
to the law for CSM budget-
ing, each county commissioner 
board would review and then 
approve the budget for the en-
tire college, instead of the sin-
gle campus in their county.

“It will take a great deal of 
time to flesh that out,” Col-
lins said of the work ahead to 
change the law.

County leaders from Cal-
vert, Charles and St. Marys’ 

also agreed that the mutual aid 
system they share for fire and 
emergency medical response 
should be renewed, though 
upon review of the current aid 
agreement they found that lan-
guage had to be standardized in 
the text before making a final 
vote in support.

Data presented to the com-
missioners by Steve Walker, 
director of emergency services 
in St. Mary’s County, showed 
St. Mary’s was receiving more 
mutual aid from both Charles 
and Calvert counties than it was 

providing.
In prior years the roles had 

been reversed, noted Calvert 
public safety director Jacque-
line Vaughn.

“[The mutual aid agree-
ments] do need to continue,” 
Vaughn told Southern Mary-
land leaders. “The tides have 
turned… but it does come in 
cycles.”

For 2019, data showed that 
Calvert responded to 103 fire 
calls in St. Mary’s, while St. 
Mary’s aided in 72 fire inci-
dents across the Patuxent River.

Also, St. Mary’s aided in 
337 medical calls but received 
aid from Calvert for 499 such 
emergencies.

Charles County responded to 
St. Mary’s 724 times for EMS 
calls, while receiving aid in just 
47 such calls from St. Mary’s, 
the data showed.

“I believe our BLS and ALS 
(basic life support and ad-
vanced life support) are at a 
critical mass,” said St. Mary’s 
commissioner John O’Connor. 
“At some point Charles Coun-
ty is going to say ‘We’ve had 
enough.’”

Charles County’s EMS Chief 
John Filer said the mutual aid 
should continue.

“In Southern Maryland we 
all get along,” Filer said. “I 
would not recommend cutting 
off mutual aid.

“We should all help when we 
can.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Tri County Commissioners Reach 
Consensus on Mutual Aid, CSM Budget Bill

Calvert Public Safety Director Jacqueline Vaughn, Charles EMS Chief John 
Filer and St. Mary’s Emergency Services Director Steve Walker supported 
continuing the mutual aid agreement between the three counties.

7-11 Project Public 
Hearings Rescheduled
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

James Tanavage, a veteran attorney 
practicing in St. Mary’s County re-
ceived an appointment from Gov. Larry 
Hogan this week to the District Court in 
Leonardtown.

Judge Robyn Riddle, who had been 
dividing her time between district 
courts in Calvert and St. Mary’s will 
now remain in Calvert.

Tanavage applied to be appointed to 
the Circuit Court last year but Hogan ap-
pointed Judge Joseph Stanalonis, a for-
mer prosecutor, to the bench.

Tanavage told The County Times in a 
Tuesday interview that he believed his 
initial interview left a favorable impres-
sion with the governor.

“He said he remembered our inter-
view last year,” Tanavage said. “He 
thought I was up to the task of being a 
district court judge.”

Tanavage has been a lawyer for 29 
years, both in private practice and as 
a prosecutor for the St. Mary’s County 
State’s Attorney’s Office.

Most recently he has served as the 
counsel for the county’s Alcohol Bever-
age Board.

While circuit court judges must run 
for office, district court judges do not; 

Tanavage will serve a 10-year term.
“I think I have a good range of experi-

ence in the kind of cases that are likely 
to come up in district court,” Tanavage, 
55, said. “I like being in court, watching 
and participating in trials.

“Being a judge means participating 
even more.”

Tanavage has long sought a judgeship 
and he said “being in the right place at 
the right time” factored into his selec-
tion from a small pool of qualified local 
lawyers.

“The stars have to align… there were 
other excellent candidates,” Tanavage 
said.

Assistant State’s Attorney Buffy Gid-
dens and attorney Daniel Slade also ap-
plied for the district court position.

Prior to creating his own firm in 2011, 
he was an assistant state’s attorney in 
St. Mary’s County for 18 years. He also 
worked as an associate with the firm of 
Farmer and Braun and served as a ju-
dicial law clerk for the Honorable Rob-
ert C. Nalley, Circuit Court for Charles 
County from 1990-1991. Tanavage holds 
a B.S. from LaRoche College (now La-
Roche University) and obtained his J.D. 
from the University of Baltimore School 
of Law.

guyleonard@countytimes.net 

Tanavage Appointed 
District Court Judge

James Tanavage
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In addition to the St. Mary’s County Health Depart-
ment’s Clear Water Program that provides Bay Resto-
ration grant funding to existing residential properties 
with failing septic systems, two new pilot programs are 
now available through the Metropolitan Commission: 

(1) The Connection Incentive Program provides as-
sistance to owners of existing residential properties 
currently served by septic and/or well systems, with 
all or a portion of the costs of connecting to available 
public sewer and water systems. George Erichsen, the 
Executive Director of MetCom suggests that this pro-
gram may be suitable for property owners facing these 
scenarios: failing septic system, a property that cannot 
pass a percolation test, insufficient open space to add 

a new drainage field, a contaminated or failing well, 
or a property owner who may simply want the con-
venience and security of a public system connection.  
Limited funding will be available on a first come, first 
served basis through a $250,000 operating revolving 
loan fund to provide loans of up to $25,000 per prop-
erty. Longer term payback periods (reimbursement to 
MetCom) may also be available for individuals / house-
holds that meet certain financial eligibility criteria. 

(2) The Special Benefit Assessment Program is a 
voluntary capital funding mechanism that addresses 
the need for extending, expanding, and upgrading 
water and sewer systems to serve existing residential 
communities and individual properties currently not 

served. This program is an excellent opportunity for 
citizens to collaborate with each other to pool resourc-
es making connections more affordable. Individual 
residential property owners or communities may peti-
tion MetCom to extend service to their property and 
the associated costs to the benefited properties would 
be reimbursed to MetCom over a period of up to twen-
ty (20) years.   

With the funding opportunities now available for 
connections to public sewer and water, it is hoped that 
citizens will consider taking advantage of one of these 
new programs and connect to a public system. If you 
are already a customer, share this news with a neigh-
bor or someone else that you feel might benefit. For 
more information on these programs, please contact 
MetCom at 301.737.7400 or visit our website at https://
www.metcom.org/, click on either Connection Incen-
tive Programs or Forms & Applications under the Fis-
cal tab.

MetCom Funding Programs Available to Assist with Public Sewer and Water Connections

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The first portion of the new pier stationed at Leon-
ardtown Wharf should be completed by the end of the 
month, said Town Administrator Laschelle McKay, 
and give the town one more tool in its push to boost 
economic development through tourism and travel.

The pier juts out from the shore 191 feet, McKay said, 
and currently has nine boat slips available; the only re-
maining pieces to be installed are stainless steel pipe 
running under the pier for a fire suppression system 
and above cabinets for life rings and fire extinguishers.

The first phase of the project cost a total of $400,000, 
with the town successfully applying for and using 
$199,000 in grant money from the state’s Department 
of Natural Resources to defray the costs.

The second phase of the pier will provide water, 
electrical and pump out services for visiting vessels, 
she said, and construction should begin in late spring 
of next year.

The town will apply for additional grant money in 
the amount of $175,000 to fund the next portion of the 
project.

Plans to put a pier on Breton Bay that was owned 
by the town began in 2010 when they first opened the 
wharf property, McKay said.

“From the beginning… we anticipated having 
slips for transient boaters to come and enjoy all that 
the town has to offer,” she said. “This is just an-
other piece of the economic development puzzle. 
“We already have some boaters who come to the town 
and I think this will draw in a lot more.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Wharf Pier Designed 
to Bring More Boaters 
to Leonardtown

Phase 1 of the Leonardtown Wharf Pier
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Holiday Party PlattersHoliday Party Platters

 Tender, Succulent Peeled & Deveined Cooked 
Shrimp on a Bed of Lettuce with Lemon and 

Our Very Own Cocktail Sauce.  41/50ct

An Arrangement of Seasonal Fruits, Cheese: 
Cheddar, Colby Jack, Swiss, Pepper Jack and 

Yellow American. Also Includes Fruit Dip

An Assortment of Fresh Baked Cookies

A Tasteful Arrangement of Your Choice of Tuna, 
Chicken, Egg Salad, Roast Beef, Turkey or Ham.  

Served on Rolls

Our Award Winning Southern 
Maryland Stuffed Ham on Potato Rolls.

Featuring 5 Favorites: Danish Ham, Roast Beef, Turkey Breast, American 
Cheese & Swiss Cheese. Served with Rolls or Rye Bread, Kosher Pickles 

& Deli Mustard. Can also be made with Boar’s Head Meats & Cheeses

An Assortment of One Pound Each:  
Seafood Salad, Tuna Salad & Shrimp Salad.   

Arranged with Crackers & Melba Toast

An Array of Crisp Vegetables Including Broccoli, Baby Carrots, 
Cauliflower, Celery Sticks, Mushrooms, Radishes, Cucumber, 
Grape Tomato & Green Pepper.  Includes Onion or Ranch Dip

SHRIMP APPETIZER

FINGER SANDWICHES

STUFFED HAM

CLASSIC COOKIE

STUFFED HAM SANDWICHES

BROWNIE TRAY

FRUIT & CHEESE COMBO

ALL AMERICAN

GARDEN DELIGHT

THE POTOMAC

45 Shrimp
Serves 10-15

90 Shrimp
Serves 15-20 

135 Shrimp 
Serves 20-25

12” Tray
Serves 10-15

16” Tray
Serves 20-25  

18” Tray 
Serves 30-35

 18ct
Serves 10-12

36ct
Serves 15-20  

46ct 
Serves 20-25

12” Tray
20ct 

Serves 8-10

16” Tray
30ct

Serves 12-15  

18” Tray 
40ct

Serves 15-20

16” Tray
30ct

Serves 12-15  

18” Tray 
40ct

Serves 15-20

4 LB Platter 
Includes 3 ½ lbs. of Ham  

& ½ lb. of Stuffing

6 LB Platter 
Includes 5 lbs. of Ham  

& 1 lb. of Stuffing

8 LB Platter 
Includes 6 ½ lbs. of Ham  

& 1 ½ lbs. of Stuffing

12” Tray
Serves 5-7

16” Tray
Serves 15-20  

18” Tray 
Serves 30-40

Serves 15-18

12” Tray
Serves 10-15

16” Tray
Serves 15-25  

18” Tray 
Serves 25-40

12” Tray
24ct 

Serves 12-24

16” Tray
48ct

Serves 24-48  

18” Tray 
60ct

Serves 50-60

37670 MOHAWK DRIVE
CHARLOTTE HALL • MD 20622

(301) 884-5636

40845 MERCHANTS LANE
LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650

(301) 997-1828

23860 HOLLYWOOD ROAD
HOLLYWOOD • MD 20636

(301) 475-2343

Please Please 
Order  Order  

48 Hours  48 Hours  
in Advancein Advance
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Motor Vehicle Collision in Char-
lotte Hall Under Investigation 

On December 7 at approximately 
11:08 a.m., deputies from the St. Mary’s 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to 
the 38100 block of Golden Beach Road 
in Charlotte Hall, for the reported mo-
tor vehicle collision.  Deputies arrived 
on scene and located a Ford F-150 and 
a Chevrolet Cobalt in the roadway.  
The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Accident Reconstruction Unit re-
sponded to the scene and continued the 
investigation. 

Preliminary investigation determined 
the Ford F-150 operated by Paul Andrew 
Hamby, age 55 of Mechanicsville, was 
traveling northbound on Golden Beach 
Road, when the Chevrolet Cobalt, oper-
ated by Noah Andrew Stathers, age 19 
of Mechanicsville, entered the roadway. 
Stathers attempted to make a left-hand 
turn onto Golden Beach Road and was 
struck by the Ford F-150.  Stathers and a 
juvenile front-seat passenger were trans-
ported via helicopter to area trauma cen-
ters with incapacitating injuries. Hamby 
was not transported to a medical facility 
from the scene. 

At this time, speed and alcohol do 
not appear to be factors in the collision.  
Anyone who witnessed the collision is 
asked to contact Deputy Shawn Shelko 

at (301) 475-4200 extension *8147 or by 
email at Shawn.Shelko@stmarysmd.
com. 

For official news and information, fol-
low the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Of-
fice on Twitter @firstsheriff.

On View Arrests
Violate Protective Order- On No-

vember 23 Dep. Wimberly responded 
to the 23000 block of Gunston Drive 
in California, for the reported protec-
tive order violation. Investigation de-
termined David Carroll Gass,  59, of 

California, had violated a current court 
order by contacting the victim which is 
prohibited by the order. Gass was arrest-
ed and charged with Violate Protective 

Order.  

Assault First/Second Degree/Reck-
less Endangerment- On November 23, 
Cpl. Beishline made contact with the 
victim who advised of an assault which 
occurred in the 20000 block of Rosslare 
Court in Lexington Park.  Investigation 
determined Michael Andrea Johnson, 
38, of Lexington Park, had assaulted the 

victim by cutting the victim’s hand with 
a knife and threatening to kill the victim 
during an argument requiring the victim 
to obtain medical attention for the in-
jury.  Johnson was arrested and charged 
with Assault 1st and 2nd Degree and 
Reckless Endangerment.  

Assault First/Second Degree/Reck-
less Endangerment-  On November 24, 
Cpl. Beishline responded to the 46500 
block of Dennis Point Way in Drayden, 
for the reported assault. Investigation 
determined James Allen Spencer Jr., 
23, of Drayden assaulted the victim by 

throwing the victim to the ground and 
strangling the victim causing bruising 
and other visible injury to the victim’s 
neck. Spencer then punched the vic-
tim repeatedly and dragged the victim 
throughout the residence causing vis-
ible injury the victim’s face.  Spencer 
was arrested and charged with As-
sault 1st and 2nd Degree and Reckless 
Endangerment. 

St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office Crime Report
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A big thank you to all who joined 
us on December 6th for the special 
“Where’s the Grinch?” event! It was an 
amazing evening of holiday caroling, 
crafts & story times, games throughout 
town, tricycle rides by Cycling Without 
Age - St. Mary’s County, the audience 
participation Drum Circle, specials at 
the many shops and restaurants, open-
ing receptions at the art galleries, spe-
cial appearances by Mr. Grinch and 
Cindy Lou Who!

The “Light Up Leonardtown” contest 
is open and will run through Decem-
ber 21st, stop by one of the participat-
ing shops for a paper ballot and/or vote 
online for your favorite decorated busi-
ness. Visit the “Leonardtown Business 
Association” Facebook page for details 
or see the paper ballots for more info. By 
voting you will be entered to win one of 

many  fabulous prizes donated by local 
shops and restaurants!

Save the date for our next First Friday 
event on January 3rd, 2020 from 5-8 
PM. Planned events and activities for 
next year will be announced soon.

A note of appreciation to the Town 
of Leonardtown, the Commissioners of 
Leonardtown, LBA business members, 
the SoMar Drummers, the First Friday 
volunteers, and Leonardtown Business 
Association Platinum Sponsors (The 
County Times, Leonardtown Chevy 
Buick GMC, Marrick Homes, Quality 
Built Homes, and Visit St. Mary’s) who 
all helped to make this yet another won-
derful community event! 

Submitted by the Leonardtown  
Business Association (LBA)

Christina Allen from Cycling Without Age (St. Mary’s County) and our two very special guests!

‘Whoville’ Fun on First Friday!Santa and Mrs. Clause Stop in 
for Breakfast at the Elk’s Lodge

Declan Seiss, of Calvert County, shares his Christmas wish list with Santa and Mrs. Clause at 
the St. Mary's County Elk's Lodge Dec. 8.

As Patuxent Habitat for Humanity’s 
Veteran Critical Home Repair Program 
continues to help local veterans in our 
community sometimes their needs are 
beyond their volunteers’ abilities; that 
is when they need to call in professional 
help. 

This is what happened with Navy vet-
eran, Jennifer Shea.  Her HVAC system 
stopped working just as the tempera-
tures began to drop. Patuxent Habitat 
asked TN Bowes HVAC to check if the 
system could be repaired. Due to the age 
of her system, TN Bowes determined the 
cost of the repairs was greater than the 
replacement cost for a new system. As a 
result of their generosity Shea’s system 
was replaced just in time for Thanksgiv-
ing! She and her daughter are now warm 
and cozy and can enjoy the holidays!

These critical repairs are only pos-
sible through partnering with local 
companies that believe in their mission, 

community donations, their annual 
Warrior 5K Fun Run/Walk fundraiser, 
and a grant from The Harry & Jeanette 
Weinberg Foundation.

Everyone deserves a decent place to 
live, especially our veterans who have 
given so much for us. There are so many 
other veterans who need HVAC and 
roofs repaired or replaced and most of 
them cannot afford these major expens-
es on a fixed income or disability. With-
out community support Habitat will be 
unable to continue lending a helping 
hand to this wonderful group of people 
that have done so much for our country.

To find out more go to Veteran Criti-
cal Home Repair Program on the Patux-
ent Habitat website: www.patuxenthabi-
tat.org 

Press Release from 
 Patuxent Habitat for Humanity

Habitat, TN Bowes 
Partner for Veteran

Local veteran Jennifer Shea gets a helping hand.
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The emergency medical call volume for the Ridge 
Volunteer Rescue Squad is about 800 calls a year, one 
of the lower levels among rescue squads in St. Mary’s 
County, but they have still seen a serious increase in 
the amount of crashes in their community.

Mandy Purdy, chief at Co. 49, said motor vehicle 

crashes are one of the most pervasive of emergency 
calls in one of the county’s most rural areas, and they 
have mostly been on Route 235.

“There have been a lot of severe crashes on straight-
aways,” Purdy said. “I think it’s just negligence.”

And those have all been on a single portion of the 
road, between the St. James Deli and the Rod and Reel 
hunting and fishing store in Dameron, she said.

She warned that even on a stretch of road that was 

sparsely traveled, it was all too easy to lose control just 
from not paying attention.

Squad President Debbie Drury said one driver who 
dropped an item in their car simply reached down to 
get it and turned the wheel all the way over, causing 
a crash.

There are 77 members, including associates, at the 
Ridge rescue squad and they are usually staffed dur-
ing the evening hours but like many other such squads 
around the county the daytime hours trouble them.

“One of our challenges is having our crews staffed 
during the day,” Drury said.

“These days everyone has a job,” Purdy followed.
In decades past employers would allow their em-

ployees who were members of volunteer emergency 
response groups to leave their jobs and run calls all 
over St. Mary’s, those days are long gone, Drury and 
Purdy said.

Still, Purdy said, they manage to staff the station, 
located near the intersection of Route 235 and Route 5, 
during the day.

Monday seems to be the worst day for them, though, 
as that day is the most difficult to find volunteers who 
can stand ready.

While they have enough to staff the station, even if 
it’s just two volunteers at a time, they can only respond 
to one call at a time, their numbers still being thin.

“There’s usually just one crew,” Purdy said.
Command staff at Ridge rescue say that they have 

only scratched, or failed to answer a call out in their 
first-due area, about 30 times out of 800 total emer-
gency calls.

Though the scratch rate is a small fraction of the to-
tal calls, Drury said the volunteers always want to do 
better.

“We think it’s bad because we don’t want to scratch 
at all,” Drury said.

She joined up with the squad nearly 20 years ago af-
ter attending a party where she learned a man had just 

On the Cover

St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office Crime Report

Ridge Rescue 
Serving South County
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FUEL DELIVERY . JUMPSTART 
LOCKOUT . TIRE CHANGE

WINCHOUT . LOAD SHIFTS . STORAGE

MOTORCYLE & ACCIDENT TOWING

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

301-737-2636
pjstowing247@gmail.com

For All Your Towing And Roadside Needs!
AUTOMOTIVE MAINTANANCE AND REPAIR FACILITY 

22352 Three Notch Road • Lexington Park

240-237-8161

Jimmy Hayden • Realtor
RE/MAX 100
Office: 301-884-9493 • Cell: 240-925-1928
www.jimmyhaydenrealtor.com

David Hall • Mortgage Specialist
22894 Three Notch Road • California, MD 20619 
Office: 301-643-9999 • Fax: 740-349-2689
CallEquity.com/David-Hall

Get Your Hero Rewards®

Average savings when using  
Homes For Heroes is $2400 

www.homesforheroes.com/affiliate/jimmy-hayden

Dave was extremely 
helpful in finding a 

mortgage that fit what 
I needed, as well as 
working with me to 

understand all of my 
options going forward.

“

”

Military, Law Enforcement, Teachers,  
Health Care Providers, EMS, & Firefighters

Get rewards using A Homes For Heroes agent when buying or selling real estate.

NMLS 1579/218001, MD 19954

died at the same location shortly before.
She realized she didn’t know anything about ren-

dering basic life support or much about first aid. She 
joined up and has been running emergency calls ever 
since.

Even volunteers who first got their start with Ridge 
rescue but have moved to different locations in the 
county and taken up with different squads, still come 
back occasionally and spend a night to help run calls, 
Drury said.

Sometimes there are volunteers on stand-by at their 
homes rather than staffing the station; they get messag-
es for emergency call outs on either their cell phones or 
pagers. Since volunteers are spread out either in Ridge 
or in other communities in the 1st Election District, a 
volunteer driving an ambulance can call others to meet 
at an appointed place and get picked up to continue 
running the call.

It’s a system they say works well for them.
The squad has four ambulances and one utility and 

EMS vehicle, which has everything they need to treat 
a patient, but it cannot deliver a patient to a hospital, 
Purdy said.

A volunteer responding to an emergency in the util-
ity vehicle has to wait on scene before an ambulance 
can arrive for the long trip to MedStar St. Mary’s in 
Leonardtown.

Purdy said response times can be a real challenge for 
the Ridge rescue volunteers since long winding roads, 
which are often narrow and sometimes in disrepair, 
make it difficult to drive quickly.

“Our response times can be upwards of eight min-
utes,” Purdy said. “It takes us 10 minutes sometimes 
to get down all the way to Point Lookout [State Park] 
because the road is so bad.”

During the summertime most of their calls for ser-
vice come from Point Lookout State Park, they said, 
and can be difficult calls to run as the park entrance 
can be backed up far outside the park with visitors 
queued up to pay the entrance fee.

During the fall, their focus of calls shifts to St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland, where constant trips to 
and from the college, especially on event days, keeps 
them on the move.

The Hallow on the Greens event this past Halloween 
kept them running from 9:30p.m. to 5a.m. the night of 
the event, Drury said

“Most of the time it’s related to alcohol,” said Purdy.
The after-effects often remain in the ambulance.
“We’re very good at cleaning up puke,” Drury said.
Depending on which history is referenced, the res-

cue squad got its start in 1949, running a now vintage 
Cadillac hearse-style ambulance out of the garage of 
John Erly, a resident of Scotland.

Erly would get a call from someone in the communi-
ty about the need to get someone to the hospital, Drury 
and Purdy told The County Times, and he would pick 
up several neighbors to help out with the transport.

By 1953 the nearby American Legion Post had pro-
vided a cupola for the ambulance to be stationed there 
in a more central location, and the service ran from 
there.

That’s why, Drury said, there are some discrepancies 
about when the Ridge Volunteer Rescue Squad got its 
start.

The problem, Drury said, with finding out more 
about the squad’s history, with documentation to refer-
ence it all, is that in 2001 the original building caught 
fire and was destroyed.

The fire initiated in the battery of 
an apparatus and spread throughout 
the building, destroying precious records. 
Some press clippings, photos and other rescue squad 
documents remain at the new station, borrowed from 
the community.

“We’re trying to find it,” Drury said of the missing 
links in the squad’s history.

What they are not missing at the Ridge rescue squad 
is gender diversity as most of the administrative and 
line officers are women.

That stems to the rank and file as well. “We have 
mostly all-women crews,” Purdy said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Come 
Explore 

Leonardtown

Come 
Explore 

Leonardtown

Something for all from  
Primitive to Yesteryear

OPEN  MONDAY & THURSDAY - SATURDAY • 10 - 5 PM & SUNDAY • 10 - 4 PM

26005 POINT LOOKOUT RD • LEONARDTOWN MD 20650

240-309-4018

ANTIQUE • VINTAGE • COLLECTIBLES
ESTATE JEWELRY • MORE

GIVE THE GIFT 
OF PIZZA THIS 
HOLIDAY

41565 PARK AVENUE • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650

We have

22725 Duke Street • LeonarDtown • MD
MonDay - SaturDay  10aM to 7pM  •  SunDay  11aM to 5pM

SHOP LOCAL!
UNIQUE GIFTS MADE  
BY LOCAL WOMEN

ALL HAND MADE!

Craft GuildCraft Guild
ShopShop

301-997-1644 • www.craftguildshop.net
26005 Point Lookout Road • Leonardtown, MD 20650

Located Next to Maryland Antiques Center

OPEN
HOUSE
SATURDAY
DECEMBER 14TH

10AM - 5PM

Handmade Gifts for Everyone on Your Holiday List
Demonstrations by Various Artists • Refreshments
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Countdown
to

2019

A SPECIAL 
PULL-OUT 
SECTION
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Craft Guild Shop

26005 Point Lookout Road • Leonardtown • MD 20650 • 301-997-1644
LOCATED NEXT TO MARYLAND ANTIQUES CENTER

OPEN
HOUSE
SATURDAY
DECEMBER 14TH

10AM - 5PM

SUNDAYDECEMBER 15TH 1PM - 3PMKAY SIMKINS WILL  BE PERSONALIZING CHRISTMAS  ORNAMENTS 

Handmade Gifts for Everyone on Your Holiday List
Demonstrations by Various Artists • Refreshments

Don’t forget to bring your Customer Card

A Look Inside

County Times
St. Mary’s County l Calvert County

Scenic
Southern
Maryland

2020

Solomons  • Photo submitted by Darryl Smith

Stop by the  
County Times  
today to 

pick up your  

free  

2020
Calendar

STOP BY M-F 10AM - 4PM   43251 RESCUE LANE • HOLLYWOOD • MD

Store MixeS HiStory  
witH tHe HolidayS

SHepHerd’S old Field  
GearS Up For CHriStMaS

NUrSerieS traNSForMed 
iNto wiNter woNderlaNdS

tHe apple BaSket  
GearS Up For CHriStMaS

pat CarpeNter  
Holiday parade

HoSpiCe oF St. Mary’S 
FeStival oF treeS

Countdown
to
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come see 
Santa!

December 21 from 
11 am-2 pm

Enjoy cookies, take pictures, and 
a free gift for all the kids!

20375 Point Lookout Rd, Great Mills
www.dysonbuildingcenter.com / 301-994-9000

100% SOLAR POWERED

Finish your shopping! We have 
hundreds of great gift ideas 

for everyone on your list!

By Dick Myers

eDitor

If you are looking to shop this 
holiday season in a place with 
a story to tell, Grandmother’s 
Store is just right for you.

The building on Dowell Road 
in Solomons, just down the 
street from Annemarie Garden, 
dates back to 1904. It lived a 
good long life as a general store 
and post office before being 
converted into its current role 
as an antique, collectable and 
gift store operated by Brenda 
Dowell and her partner, who 

also own a store called the 
Harmon House Shoppes on 
Solomons Island. 

Brenda’s husband Bucky, who 
is retired and now helps out at 
the store, is the grandson of 
the store’s namesake, who was 
Sadie Garner Dowell. She had 
become postmistress after the 
death of her husband, Wilson, 
who had been postmaster there 
since 1913. The town was named 
after him. Before that it had 
been called Frazier’s. The post 
office was moved to a trailer 
down the street in recent years, 
but now has closed, having been 

consolidated with Solomons.

The building was added onto 
several times, the last being in 
1935, including the addition of a 
second floor. All of it was used 
by the general store and post 
office but in later years antiques 
were added until the complete 
conversion in 1983.

Brenda and Bucky have been 
married for 53 years. They 
met at Our Lady Star of the 
Sea school. She grew up on 
Solomons but later moved to 
Dowell near Bucky’s family 
home. Both rode the bus to 
school and that bus dropped 
off the kids in the neighborhood 
outside the store for candy and 
ice cream.

Bucky Dowell quipped, “I am 
now officially not working, 
however, I need a full-time job 
so I can have time off because 
she keeps me busy here.” His 
work life included the Air Force, 
Maryland State Police, and 
hospital and court security.

Shelves from the store, lined 
with some items from it, and 
the customer window from the 
post office share space among 
the items for sale in the old 
building’s eight rooms, packed 
with what Brenda estimates are 
tens of thousands of items.

Mrs. Dowell explained that the 
store’s merchandise is a mix of 
old and new, a perfect selection 
for holiday giving. She said, 

“We try to go for unique every 
year. For 30 some years we’ve 
had a theme tree and this year 
it’s wildlife. One of our vendors 
does handmade ornaments. 
They’re hand painted with crab 
shells, oyster shells, and other 
nautical items.”

Some other gift ideas, she said: 
“We have a full line of china 
sets and furniture. I do have 
depression glass. We sell jams 
and jellies made in Maryland and 
a full line of teapots and teas 
and things that ladies might be 
interested in.”

Dowell said, though, that for 
someone who really knows the 
likes and dislikes of the person 
receiving the gift, antiques can 
be a viable option. For instance, 
she said, “We keep a table here 
with predominantly men’s stuff 
and tools and I do sell antique 
tools and wood planes.”

For women, she said, “There’s 
just about anything they want to 
get interested in. For a person 
that you are having a hard time 
picking something out for, an 
arrangement with jellies and so 
forth makes a good gift. Teapots 
and teas are a good gift or that 
special teacup that all ladies like 
to have. We have those.”

Grandmother’s Store is open 
Friday through Tuesday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. through the holiday 
season.

DickMyers@countytiMes.net

Store Mixes History with the Holidays

BrenDa anD Bucky Dowell stanD in front of this year’s theMeD christMas 
tree at GranDMother’s store on Dowell roaD in solonons.

GranDMother’s store is lit up for the holiDay season.
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MICKEY MOUSE & FRIENDS EXPRESS 
LIONCHIEF SET WITH BLUETOOTH
SKU 683979

SANTA FREIGHT LINES LIONCHIEF SET
SKU  84787

HARRY POTTER HOGWARTS EXPRESS 
WITH FASTRACK & 7-11422 TWO PACK
SKU 7-11020

O MICKEY’S 90TH CELEBRATION SET 
WITH BLUETOOTH
SKU 1823050

301-475-5381 • 40845 MERCHANTS LANE
NEXT TO LEONARDTOWN ACE HARDWARE (UPSTAIRS)

SIDETRACKHOBBIES.COM

OVER 1000 DIFFERENT PIECES OF ROLLING STOCK & HUNDREDS OF ENGINES & ACCESSORIES
200+ DIFFERENT 0-GAUGE ENGINES TO EXPAND LAYOUTS • TRACKS • TRANSFORMERS • DIGITAL OPERATING SETS

THE POLAR EXPRESS 
PASSENGER SET WITH 
BLUETOOTH
SKU 684328

LIONELVILLE CIRCUS SPECIAL
SKU 11716

MICKEY’S WORLD TOUR TRAIN
SKU 11721

CHRISTMAS EXPRESS 
LIONCHIEF SET
SKU 82982

SANTA FE SUPER CHIEF  
LIONCHIEF SET
SKU 84719

THOMAS KINKADE CHRISTMAS LIONCHIEF SET
SKU  81395

THOMAS & FRIENDS  
CHRISTMAS FREIGHT  
SET WITH BLUETOOTH
SKU 85324

WED - FRI 9AM-5PM • SAT 9AM-3PM • SUN-TUES CLOSED

SEASONAL CLEARENCE
ON EVERYTHING LIONEL AND MTH TRAINS

OVER 20 “READY TO RUN” SETS TO CHOOSE FROM 
ALL ENGINES  

UP TO 40% OFF MSRP
ROLLING STOCK 

UP TO 50% OFF MSRP 
ALL ACCESSORIES 

UP TO 60% OFF MSRP

Sidetrack Hobbies is one of the premier Lionel & MTH O Gauge train stores, 
with 47 Years of experience in Leonardtown MD.

ALL, that is ALL, items are at least 10% below MSRP. Some items as low as 50% below MSRP. We have train sets, traditional 
and contemporary, (Digital) engines, (Steam& Diesel). Passenger cars, Freight cars, operating accessories, buildings, signs, and 
people and 47 years of free experience to answer your train layout questions. Now for the important part, if you spend $200 or 

more you will save an additional 10% on your total order. Offer EXCLUDES track and power supplies.

HUNDREDS OF ACCESSORIES
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Find the Magic of Christmas at...
ST. MARY’S COUNTY MUSEUM HOLIDAY EXHIBITS

CHRISTMAS DOLL & TRAIN EXHIBIT
OPEN DAILY • DECEMBER 1ST - JANAUARY 5TH • 12PM - 4PM

ST. CLEMENT’S ISLAND MUSEUM
38370 POINT BREEZE RD. • COLTON’S POINT, MD

FOR MORE INFO FACEBOOK.COM/SCIMUSEUM • 301-769-2222

A VERY RETRO CHRISTMAS
FROM THE 40’S TO THE 70’S

OPEN DAILY • DECEMBER 1ST - JANAUARY 5TH • 12PM - 4PM
PINEY POINT LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM & HISTORIC PARK

44720 LIGHTHOUSE RD. •   PINEY POINT, MD 
FOR MORE INFO: FACEBOOK.COM/1836LIGHT • 301-994-1471

MUSEUM STORE
BOTH MUSEUM LOCATIONS

OPEN DAILY 12PM - 4PM

FREE TO SHOP, WITHOUT MUESUM ADMISSION. UNIQUE & LOCALLY-MADE GIFTS!
THE EXHIBITS & STORES OPEN DAILY EXCEPT CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY

By Guy Leonard

Staff Writer

This will be the second Christmas season 
for Shepherd’s Old Field Market (SOF), 
the combination mall for boutique shops 
and food and drink vendors in downtown 
Leonardtown, said SOF owner Gerrie 
L’Heureux, but the community gathering 
place is even more festive than last year.

The major event for SOF this Christmas 
season will be Dec. 15 for an open house 
featuring caroling, a barbershop quartet 
and visits with Santa Clause.

The open house also includes a photo booth 
for visitors to take pictures of themselves in 
a holiday theme; hors d’oeuvres and drinks 
will also be provided free to guests at SOF, 
L’Heureux said.

“Each vendor has their own sales,” 
L’Heureux said. “A lot of them are getting 
their spaces stocked.”

“They’re decorating and getting in the 
Christmas spirit.”

SOF is a place where the products are 
unlike any others in St. Mary’s, L’Heureux 
said.

“A lot of the items are already unique, 
specialized or handmade,” she told The 
County Times.

The exterior of SOF is decorated like 
Whoville in the Dr. Seuss book The Grinch 
Who Stole Christmas.

The entire entry space of the marketplace 
has already been decorated to honor the 
Christmas season.

More than just a shopping experience, SOF 
also has food and drink available for visitors 
and their Brüdergarten offers alcoholic 
beverages in an upbeat bar atmosphere 
with games.

SOF is still growing, though it has far 
surpassed its occupancy and community 
interest from just a year ago, L’Heureux said.

“This Christmas there are a lot more 
vendors and a lot more variety,” L’Heureux 
said. “We’re still looking for more vendors 
and food court opportunities.

“You can’t rest on your laurels.”

L’Heureux wanted SOF to be more than 
just a gathering of boutique shops but 
a gathering place for the residents of 
Leonardtown as well, uniquely located to be 
accessible on foot as well as by vehicle.

“There are exciting things coming to SOF,” 
L’Heureux said. “We want people to make it 
a hangout, especially in bad weather.”

GuyLeonard@countytimeS.net

Shepherd’s Old Field Market Gears Up For Christmas

the interior of Shepherd’S oLd fieLd market iS 
decorated for chriStmaS from top to Bottom.

treatS Like hot chocoLate are there to Greet 
viSitorS thiS hoLiday SeaSon.
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28420 Point Lookout Rd.
Leonardtown MD

301.758.3258

Happy
 Holidays

Happy
 Holidays

from the
SOMD Hearth

Family

Stop by the showroom
Tuesday through Saturday

and take a look around.

Financing Available 
0% APR for 12 Months*

*0% APR for 12 Months over 4k if paid in full
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By Dick Myers

eDitor

If you’re not yet in the holiday 
spirit, Wentworth Nursery 
locations in Charlotte Hall and 
Prince Frederick are the places 
to go to transform you.

And transform is a perfect word 

to describe what happens there 
every year. “We pretty much 
tear the whole store down and 
put it back up as Christmas,” 
said Brittany Simpson, who 
oversees decorating the 
Charlotte Hall store.

Simpson has a team of store 
helpers. She said, “We usually 

pick nine to 10 themes. We 
have a couple of new themes 
this year, but we do the theme 
sections where we put up 
the whole Christmas tree and 
then have all the trees priced 
separately and the ornaments to 
sell.”

She added, “Then we do the 
big bows and tree toppers 
and everything. So, I’m trying 
to give a little bit of variety to 
everyone when they’re looking 
for something.”

New this year, she said, is 
“technically we’ve been calling 
it Regal; it’s essentially that old- 
fashioned white and blue, kind 
of like you would see on china.  
So, we have a whole section 
based off that that is blue and 
the red with the poinsettias.

Also new this year is “a Buffalo 
plaid section, which has all of 
the black and white plaid and 
the red and black plaid. 

Every year, she said, the nautical 
theme and the candy land 
section prove to be the most 
popular.

The trees at the Prince Frederick 
store are also themed, according 
to store manager Rebecca 
Sherman. “We have a fully-
decorated, 12-foot tall tree when 
you walk in and it’s flanked by 
other decorated trees as well. 
And it’s all inspiring,” she said.

Sherman added, “We have the 
huge tree that is a Woodland 
theme, with a lot of animals 

with wood textures and a little 
bit of metal texture. We have 
a multicultural tree, which is 
actually teal with some exciting 
succulent stems tucked into 
it and some really funny and 
interesting ornaments. We have 
things with traditional look to 
them, which are your red and 
green Santa and some retro kind 
of feel, and some more metallic 
gilded kind of a look.”

Of course, The Prince Frederick 
store is also filled with wreaths 
and ablaze in red from the 
poinsettias. But Sherman noted 
that a flower called anthurium is 
also an alternative. It’s a tropical 
flower and “some actually have 
kind of a kid candy-came kind 
of a stripe to them.”

It’s fun to watch the reaction 
when customers enter. Sherman 
said, “This year I’ve actually 
personally seen several people 
walk in and just say, ‘Wow!’ 
When kids are in, they walk 
around, and they look at all the 
trees. We actually have one tree 
that has ballerinas and unicorns 
and rainbows on it and kids 
really seem to love the trees.”

Simpson in the Charlotte Hall 
store said, “The whole store kind 
of just screams Christmas right 
now. So as soon as you walk 
in you kind of get bombarded 
with the lights. Typically, it’s an 
overall good reaction from all 
the customers.”

DickMyers@countytiMes.net

Lusby Commons Shopping Center
11743 HG Trueman RD. Lusby, MD 20657
www.maertensjewelry.com   410-394-3990

Designer Jewelry
Engagement Rings

Wedding Bands
Custom Design

Jewelry Repair
Watch Repair

Watch Batteries
Jewelry Appraisal

Nurseries Transformed into Winter Wonderlands

Poinsettias grown By Dawn anD her teaM at their charlotte hall 
greenhouses. Photo By reBecca sherMan.

DisPlay insiDe the charlotte hall wentworth’s store with owner 
richarD wentworth.
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Yappy holidays!

SAN SOUCI SHOPPING PLAZA  
22598 MacArthur Blvd.  

California, MD 20619
301.917.WASH (9274)

WAGNWASH.COM

PROUD TO BE LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

SCHEDULE HOLIDAY  
GROOMING  

APPOINTMENTS NOW!

TOYS
 

TREATS
 

WINTER  
GEAR

GREAT GIFTS TO

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at Wild Birds Unlimited
of Lexington Park or La Plata. One
discount per purchase. Offer not valid
on previous purchases, bird food, gift
cards, optics, DSC memberships or
sale items. Offer valid 12/23/2019. 

$5 Off $30*

58 Shining Willow Way, La Plata, MD
(301)934-1444 • www.wbu.com/laplata

46400 Lexington Village Way, Lexington Park, MD
(301)863-2473 • www.wbu.com/stmaryscounty
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By Guy Leonard

Staff Writer

Visitors to The Apple Basket 
antique and gift store in 
Mechanicsville this Christmas 
season will be greeted with 
spaces crammed full of holiday 
gifts and house accents.

But store manager Jason 
Chiarizia says what customers 
find is not nearly as much as 
was brought in before the 
season even began.

“We started putting Christmas 
stuff out since the beginning of 
October,” Chiarizia said. “In one 
day we can sell $1,000 worth in 
items.

“[The amount of items] has 
thinned out, believe it or not.”

Christmas is the biggest time of 
the year for The Apple Basket, 
which has been in business for 
more than 35 years; customers 
come from Southern Maryland 
and even farther away.

“People just come in here 
to get ready for the holiday 
season,” Chiarizia said. “They 
get ideas to decorate their own 
houses when they come here.

“We have people who will bring 
family and friends here when 
they come in for the holiday,” 
he said. “There are people who 
will travel hours just to come 
here.”

The ebb and flow of items 
coming into the shop consists 
in large part of antiques from 
estates as well as items that are 
specialty products; quite a few 
are hand made, Chiarizia said.

“We’re always buying stuff from 
estates,” he said. “Everything’s 
changing.”

The focus at The Apple Basket 
for the Christmas season, or 
any other time of the year, is 
finding unique items that are 
not likely to be found anywhere 
else.

“We’re always looking for 
something special,” Chiarizia 
said. “We’re looking for 
something that a homeowner 
really wants.”

Jewelry is an important 
product line in the store as are 
home goods and decorations; 
furniture is also in high demand.

Years ago, customers wanted 
furniture that was primitive and 
rustic in appearance, but years 

later, Chiarizia said, customers 
are looking for furniture that is 
painted with cleaner lines.

No matter the product, 
whether antique or newly 
made, Chiarizia said, nothing is 
brought into the store without 
being inspected and carefully 
considered.

“We hand pick everything in the 
store,” Chiarizia said.

Though interest in antiques, 
gifts and curios changes with 
the times, The Apple Basket 
hopes to provide St. Mary’s with 
the best the region has to offer.

“Good pieces will always be in 
style,” Chiarizia said.

The Apple Basket is located off 
of Route 235 on Mt. Zion Road.

GuyLeonard@countytimeS.net

The Apple Basket 
Gears Up For Christmas

the exterior at the appLe BaSket 
iS decked out for chriStmaS

chriStmaS nutcracker doLLS are 
pLentifuL at the appLe BaSket for 
hoLiday decorationS
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301-475-3111 | LEONARDTOWNFORD.COM
26322 POINT LOOKOUT RD, ROUTE 5 N 

LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

YOUR YOUR HOMETOWN 
HOMETOWN 
FORD FORD DEALERDEALER

BRING THIS AD IN AND RECEIVE 3 YEARS OF NO CHARGE SCHEDULED 
MAINTENANCE ON EVERY VEHICLE PURCHASE

Our Gift to You and Yours!
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Pat Carpenter Holiday Parade
North Beach Host Annual Event
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As a homeowner, you understand the havoc an extended power outage can have on your home. From a flooded basement to pipes 
that freeze and burst when your heating system is down, a power failure can cost you more than a night without TV or Internet 
access. As the #1 selling brand of automatic home standby generators, Generac continues to design and manufacture products to 
protect your home from threats like intense weather and cyberterrorism, which constantly endanger our overloaded power grid. For 
help identifying a backup power solution that can meet your needs and personal budget.  

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment.

What Will a Power Outage Cost You?  

 .cnI ,cirtcelE hcetrewoP
 selaS

  ecivreS
 etisbeW

 5895-892-042
 5895-892-042
 moc.celehcetrewop.www

dR hctoN eerhT dlO 02742  , doowylloH  , DM   63602

Hospice of St. Mary’s Festival of Trees
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Shade TreeS

Flowering TreeS

evergreen Screening

FruiT TreeS

SPecial 
order TreeS
Over 50 Varieties & Sizes

Pick up your copy at the store, we can  
e-mail you a copy, or check out our web site

WentworthNursery.com
 for our Special Order Tree Guide  

under the Special Promotions section.

The More You Buy 
The More You Save!!

Buy 2 or more trees 15gal. or larger Save 20% Off
Buy 5 or more trees 15gal. or larger Save 25% Off
Buy 10 or more trees 15gal. or larger Save 30% Off

Design, Layout, Delivery & Installation are Available
YOU PICK. WE PLANT!

ANNUAL BIG TREE SALEANNUAL BIG TREE SALE    Choose from 100’s of Trees!

$$25 OFF25 OFF
the the purchase purchase 
of one of one tree*tree*

**Pick up the coupon at our store and geta $25 per tree 
credit at time of purchase of any native tree 

priced at $75 or more. (NO MAIL-IN REQUIRED). 
*There is a list of qualifying trees on the www.trees.maryland.gov

Oakville
5 minutes North of Hollywood

41170 Oakville Road Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Charlotte Hall
30315 Three Notch Rd,  

Charlotte Hall, MD
301-884-5292  800-558-5292

Prince Frederick
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  866-535-3664

Holiday Hours
Mon-Fri. 8am-7pm

Sat. 8am-6pm
Sun. 9am-6pm

Holiday Hours
Mon-Fri. 7:30am-5pm

Sat. 7:30am-1pm
Sun. Closed

Prices Good Thru 
December 24th, 2019

Wentworth Nursery
All Concrete & 

Fountains $200 or more

50%
 OFF*

*Statuary Excluded

All Pond Liners,  
Kits & Filters

 ALL 50%
 OFF* 

*Pumps Excluded

All Telescope,Wicker & 
Aluminum Furniture

 ALL 50%
 OFF

winTer deer & rabbiT conTrol SeaSonal cloSeouTS

Bobbex
32 oz RTU

ONLY 
$1488

Liquid Fence
3 gal RTS

ONLY 
$2788

Shredded Hardwood 
Mulch

10 BAGS FOR 
$3750

Organic Plant-tone  
& Tree-tone

ONLY   
$1888

Dalen Deer Fencing
14’ x 75’

ONLY 
$3788

Soil condiTioner

18 lb. bag 3 cu. ft. bags

Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Only the best Noble & Fraser Firs

Starting at $5999

Live Hardy Christmas Trees
Spruce, Pine & Holly. Plant a tradition this 

year.  Have a Green Christmas

25% Off All Sizes

BENEFITS OF A PRE-LIT TREE:
Today’s pre-lit trees offer a natural and realistic  
appearance and are easy to set up and store away.
• Strong branches can support heavier  

ornaments
• Bendable branches for greater  

decorating options.
• Flame retardant
• Pine Spore & Wood Mold Allergy Free
• No Watering
• No Mess with Needles or Sap 
• No Untangling String Lights

Artificial Tree SALE!
SAVE $50 to $200 Off Per Tree

Take an Extra
$100 OFF 
Trees priced from 

$550- $699

Take an Extra
$150 OFF 
Trees priced from 

$750- $899

Take an Extra
$75 OFF 

Trees priced from 
$429- $549

Take an Extra
$200 OFF 
Trees priced from 

$949 & Up

Take an Extra
$50 OFF  

7 1/2’ or taller trees  
$299 - $399

All Cactus
Buy 3 Get One FREE

All Air Plants
Buy 3 Get One FREE

All Succulents
Buy 3 Get One FREE

Buy 3 and 
Save $15 Off

All Poinsettias
Wentworth Grown, Premium Quality. 
Over 20 colors & varieties to choose.

Portable Fire Pits
Many styles to choose from.

SAVE 20%off

All Ornaments (Mix & Match)
Save 25% Off 

When Buying 5 or More

Buy 1 
Get 2nd One
50%off

Any Bird 
Feeder

Door Step Evergreens
Boxwood, Pine & Spruce. Decorate your  

front porch with a living evergreen.  
Plant in the ground after winter.

Buy 1 Get 
2nd One 50%off

Big Green EggBig Green Egg
Get a $100 Worth of BGE Supplies

with Small or Medium Egg purchase
Save $200 Worth of BGE Supplies

with Large or X-Large Egg purchase

All Metal Garden Benches

Any Style 50%off

All Pruners
and

Hand 
Tools

NOW
25%off

All Outdoor Garden Statuary
NOW 25%off  

Wentworth Nursery’s
CC hristmashristmas  SS hophop

southern maryland’s southern maryland’s 
largestlargest
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Southern Maryland Electric Cooperative (SMECO) 
employees held two fund-raising events and recently 
donated $57,450 to three organizations in Southern 
Maryland: The Arc Southern Maryland in Calvert 
County, Spring Dell in Charles County, and Bay Com-
munity Support Services in St. Mary’s County. Each 
organization will receive $19,150. “We selected these 
three organizations that assist intellectually and devel-
opmentally disabled people as this year’s recipients be-
cause they provide services to individuals and families 
who need support for everyday living,” said Natalie 
Cotton, SMECO’s government affairs and community 
relations director.

“Contributing to these groups that help Southern 
Maryland families enjoy meaningful lives is an hon-
or,” said Richard Jarboe, SMECO supply chain direc-
tor. “Our annual charity golf outing has become an 
extraordinary fundraising event because we are able to 
work with our vendors, who make big-hearted contri-
butions. It means a great deal to us to be able to provide 
a donation that will help make our community even 
better.” 

SMECO employees raised the money through the 
SMECO Annual Charity Golf Outing in October and 
the SMECO 75 Bike Ride held in June. The events 
are supported by SMECO vendors, the cooperative’s 
board and executive team, and employees who vol-
unteer. The cooperative selects different organiza-
tions each year to benefit from its fundraising events. 
In seven years, SMECO employee fund-raisers have 
contributed $328,100 to local organizations. Contribu-
tions, which may be tax deductible, can be made to the 
SMECO Charitable Foundation. 

The Arc Southern Maryland is dedicated to their 
mission: creating opportunities for independence and 
personal success for people with different abilities in 
inclusive communities. “We believe everyone deserves 
a good quality of life and that small steps to indepen-
dence empower each person and their family. Oppor-
tunities don’t just happen; they have to be created,” 

said Renee Seigley, Director of Development. “We are 
so thankful to SMECO and their event participants 
for supporting our work. We will utilize these funds, 
in part, to enhance our vocational training and career 
placement programs.”  

Bay Community Support Services (Bay-CSS) as-
sists individuals in St. Mary’s County with increas-
ing their participation in the activities of daily living 
and promotes independence. “Our clients want to be 
included in the workforce and the community. We help 
them with obtaining and keeping jobs, and we encour-
age them to enjoy their interests, such as attending 
worship services and participating in other activities,” 
said Catherine Raines, R.N., Chief Executive Officer. 
“Our organization plans to use the SMECO contribu-
tion to create an adaptive and inclusive music therapy 
program led by a board certified music therapist. Ad-
ditionally, Bay-CSS plans to create adaptive computer 
labs at our day activity centers for employment, learn-
ing, and recreation.” 

For more than 50 years, Spring Dell in Charles 
County has supported adults with disabilities. “We are 
committed to helping the people we support achieve 
independence and find gainful employment. There are 
so many opportunities for them in our community, and 
it’s our job to assist them with finding out what they 
enjoy doing, no different than anyone else,” said An-
gie Keesee, Director of Marketing and Development. 
Spring Dell plans to use the contribution from SMECO 
to supplement funds designated for their Work Readi-
ness Program, which assists people in developing job 
skills to be ready for the workplace by teaching them 
interpersonal skills, teamwork, and customer service. 
Keesee added, “Improving the lives of others is im-
portant work, and we are grateful for the support and 
opportunities we receive from the community.” 

Cotton added, “We are already planning our ninth 
annual bike ride for June 6, 2020. Next year, our con-
tributions will go to organizations concerned with pre-
venting and treating individuals and families affected 

by the opioid epidemic.”
Cyclists who want to participate in the SMECO 75 

Bike Ride can register online at Active.com beginning 
January 1, 2020. The SMECO 75 Bike Ride is open to 
the public. Participants can choose among three routes 
of 29, 47, and 75 miles that start at the co-op’s head-
quarters in Hughesville and go as far as Colton’s Point 
in St. Mary’s County. According to Cotton, “Our em-
ployees and vendors make the SMECO 75 bike ride 
successful and fun. The community atmosphere and 
enthusiasm of the participants make the event a great 
experience. Raising funds for deserving organizations 
is a bonus.” 

Cotton said, “We are especially thankful for busi-
ness partners who help raise funds by providing dona-
tions and participating in the event. Major contributors 
include ABB, Adams Jenkins and Cheatham, Booth 
and Associates, CGI, Cigna Health, Community Bank 
of the Chesapeake, CW Wright Construction, DLA 
Piper LLP, Duncan Weinberg Genzer Pembroke, Glen 
and Barbara Ives, Hafets and Associates, ICF Interna-
tional, IP Datasystems, Keller and Heckman, McNees 
Wallace and Nurick LLC, MSI Inc., New River Elec-
trical Corporation, Prudential, Schiebel Construction, 
Sensus USA, TRC, UDC, Venable Foundation, and 
VFP, and we thank them for their support.” 

Jarboe added, “We are grateful to our Golf Outing 
sponsors for their generous contributions. Platinum 
Sponsors include Altec, Anixter, CDW, Brandywine 
Power, ICF International, Irby Utilities, Lawrence 
Abell & Associates, New River Electrical Cooperation, 
PJ Martini & Associates, Sargent & Lundy LLC, The 
Okonite Company, TRC Solutions, and Wesco Util-
ity. Gold Sponsors include Bradley Electrosales Corp., 
Itron, Meridian Imaging Solutions, SMO Energy, and 
Super Salvage. We rely on them for their donations and 
appreciate their assistance.”

Press Release from SMECO

SMECO Employees Raise $57,450 

Pictured from left are Carolyn Robinson, Spring Dell program participant; Catherine Raines, R.N., Chief Executive Officer of Bay-CSS; Renee Seigley, Director of Development of The Arc Southern 
Maryland; Stephanie Raines, Bay-CSS Director of Marketing and Development; Angie, Keesee, Director of Marketing and Development of Spring Dell; Melanie Dutton, Spring Dell program 
participant; Natalie Cotton, SMECO’s government affairs and community relations director; Denise Chalmers, senior buyer at SMECO; and Austin J. Slater, Jr., SMECO president and CEO.
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Photos 
Grinch

Bring your furry friend in for a 
special Christmas Photo 

with the Grinch!

Saturday, December 14th | 11 AM - 4 PM

The Shops at Breton Bay 
40845 Merchants Lane | Leonardtown, MD | 301-475-6980

with the
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$5 Donation

$5 Donation

Proceeds benefit groups who prevent Animal Cruelty 

Proceeds benefit groups who prevent Animal Cruelty

MEET BUSTER
YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND MIGHT NOT BE 
NEW. HE OR SHE JUST MIGHT BE A SENIOR PET!
Hi there, my name is Buster.  I'd like to talk to you 
about the ADVANTAGES of adopting a senior pet like me.  What you 
see is what you get,  we know our MANNERS, we're LESS DEMANDING, 
we're old enough to KNOW BETTER but can STILL LEARN,  we're GREAT 
COMPANIONS for any age,  you can just ADD LOVE, and WE KNOW 
YOU'VE GIVEN US A SECOND CHANCE!  Would YOU give me  a LOVING 
HOME where I can enjoy my retirement years with delicious treats and 
a comfy bed?  Please call TCAS to come meet me and you will see HOW 
MUCH LOVE I STILL HAVE TO GIVE.  BE MY MIRACLE!  When you adopt 
from TCAS you are literally saving a life.
PLEASE CHOOSE ME! And, remember, if there is room in the heart, there is room 
in the house.
Come meet me and the wonderful gang at Tri-County Animal 
Shelter (6707 Animal Shelter Road, Hughesville) or call  
301-932-1713 for more information. To see more of 
my amazing friends available for adoption, “like” us on 
Facebook @ Tri-County Animal Shelter Southern MD.

Pet
OF THE WEEK

In Our Community

Diving In for Special Olympics 
at the St. Mary’s Splash 2019

Dozens braved the icy waters off Point Lookout Dec. 7 to raise money for Special Olympics at 
the St. Mary's Splash.

Those who didn't wade in still got to experience the chill.

Let There Be Light in Ridge

Ridge Volunteer Fire Department lit its Christmas Tree on Friday
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By Ronald N. Guy Jr
Contributing Writer.

In the 1980s, Michael J. Fox was 
one of pop culture’s biggest stars. 
For young boys he was a cool as it 
gets; for adolescent girls, his post-
ers occupied prime real estate on 
bedroom walls.  

Fox rose to prominence playing 
the right-leaning, Ronald Reagan 
loving Alex P. Keaton in the hit 
television series “Family Ties.” His 
on-screen charm quickly transcend-
ed the small screen via the role of 
a lifetime: the DeLorean-driving, 
time-travelling, guitar shredding 
Marty McFly in the iconic “Back 
to the Future” trilogy. Somehow 
avoiding the Keaton/McFly type-
cast, Fox successfully returned to 
television in the 1990s on the show 
“Spin City”.

Life, of course, is never only 
about adoring fans and blockbuster 
films, literally or figurative.  And it 
certainly hasn’t been for Fox. Not-
so-great news arrived in 1991: Fox 
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease. The actor would now have 
to figure out how this curve ball 
would impact a role he had been 
playing his whole life – that of Mi-
chael J. Fox. 

Fox’s 2009 autobiography, “Al-
ways Looking Up: The Adventures 
of an Incurable Optimist” offers a 
powerful window into this evolu-
tion. The title is a humorous play 
on Fox’s modest 5’4” stature and a 
direct introduction to the essence 
of the book - an inspirational story 
on coping with challenging circum-
stances. Fox addresses many top-
ics – his youth, career milestones, 
alcoholism, family life, parenthood, 
religion and his political fight for 
stem cell research – but the book 
is centered on a brutally honest ac-
count of his daily and progressive 
struggles with PD.

I just finished the book and am 
not ashamed to say that it stirred 
considerable emotion. One excerpt, 
among many, that resonated was 
how Fox talked about fighting the 
progression of PD tooth and nail so 
that it did not dictate how he lived 
his life.  

The concept of a life-dictating 
force – and resisting it - is power-
ful. The dictators are everywhere 
- some realized, some anticipated 
others inevitable. They arrive early, 
on-schedule or by complete sur-
prise.  No one avoids them all.  

The connections with sports are 
obvious. There are many reasons 
for sports’ broad appeal; one that 

transcends teams and rivalries is 
an underlying appreciation for the 
journey each athlete took just to 
make it and the challenges all face 
in dodging dictating forces - day to 
day, week to week and year to year 
- to remain on the field, the ice or 
the court.    

In the ever-present battle be-
tween athlete and dictator, there are 
many inspiring stories of human 
achievement. Let’s start with a trio 
of quarterbacks. Tom Brady’s battle 
against age is redefining paradigms. 
Russell Wilson, all 5’10” of him, 
successfully overcame the naysay-
ers who labeled him too short for 
the NFL. Lamar Jackson, “cursed” 
by elite athleticism, was once now 
infamously dismissed by former 
NFL executive Bill Polian as noth-
ing more than potential NFL wide 
receiver. When considering athletes 
who have defeated the dictation of 
injury, I think of our World Series 
champion Nationals: Ryan Zimmer-
man (shoulder, foot), Howie Kend-
rick (Achilles), Trey Turner (broken 
hand/finger), Stephen Strasburg 
(elbow) all fought their own battles 
against serious injury to make Oc-
tober magic.  NBA players DeMarr 
DeRozan and Kevin Love have 
braved struggles with and removed 
stigmas attached to mental health. 
Washington Mystics All-Star Elena 
Della Donne persevered through 
chronic Lyme disease.  Former 
Washington defensive tackle Tony 
McGee, one of “The Black 14” – 14 
African American players kicked 
off the 1969 University of Wyoming 
football team for seeking a way to 
protest the prejudice policies of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints – made it to the NFL 
despite the overt racism present in 
a desegregated America. For years, 
female athletes fought for equal ac-
cess and equal institutional support; 
the US Women’s National Team has 
renewed the fight for equal pay.  
And so many athletes have made it 
despite seemingly insurmountable 
social and/or economic conditions.

Age, injury, illness, racism, sex-
ism, un-even access to opportunity, 
unconventional and misunderstood 
talent – these are just a few of the 
dictators that threaten what we do, 
how far we go…fundamentally how 
we live our lives.  Encounters are 
inevitable; as Michael J. Fox and 
the sports world prove, capitulation 
is not.

Send comments to  
RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com

Fighting Dictators
By Ken and Linda Lamb
Contributing Writers

The striper fishing is excellent in the 
bay from the HS Buoy south to Smith 
Point.  There are miles of breaking rock-
fish under vast flocks of gulls and gan-
nets most every day.  The truly hot spots 
shift daily, but the most consistent area 
is straight out the center of the Potomac 
River about three miles. 

 Bigger fish are from 72A to the HS 
Marker.  Many of the rockfish in the 
mid-bay have sea lice and are skinny 
compared to the fat, sleek domestics.

Trollers and jiggers are catching fish 
in the 19-to-32-inch range.

The rockfish activities up the riv-
ers has slowed.  There are fish, but you 
have to work for them and many are 
undersized,

Some hardy souls fishing after dark 
under the dock lights around Solomons 
Island and the Navy Recreation Pier 
have hooked some huge fish up to 40 

inches and in the 25-pound range.
There are still some bass, pickerel, 

and crappie in the ponds and St. Mary’s 
Lake.

The Tackle Box 
Fishing Report

Fishing is still good in the cold weather.

Sports
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“Just bouncing around the house today”

If you have created a living 
trust, you have already taken steps 
to avoid the probate process.  The 
concept of the living trust is to re-
title all of a person’s assets into the 
name of their trust so that when 
they die they are not holding any 
assets into their sole name and 
therefore there is no probate. But, 
beware.  A living trust is just what 
it says—a living document.  If you 
have a living trust you must make 
sure you have (1) placed all your 
assets into the name of your trust; 
and (2) kept your trust and benefi-
ciary designations up to date.

 Placing your assets into your 
living trust.

So many times clients have 
come to see me proudly holding 
their binders for their living trusts.  
Upon review, I have found that the 
client’s assets are not in the trust 
and, without that, the assets must 
go through the probate process to 
get to loved ones.

Unfortunately, many people 
who have living trusts die without 
realizing that they have not funded 
their trusts and their loved ones 
then have to go through the pro-
bate process—something their liv-
ing trusts are intended to prevent.

For example, you must re-title 
your house into the name of your 
living trust through filing a new 
deed to the house.  The house will 
not technically be moved into the 
trust by simply saying so in the 
trust document. The same holds 
true for your other assets.  Each 
asset is different, but the approach 
must be the same—fill out al re-
quired forms to technically re-title 
the asset.

How does it happen that some 
clients have no assets in their 
trusts?  Some attorneys that cre-
ate living trusts require that their 
clients take all the steps necessary 
to re-title the assets into the name 
of the trust.  I recommend you do 
not obtain a living trust without 
assurances that the attorney will 
prepare all transfers of your assets 
into the trust.  This is not some-
thing you should try to do your-
self.  First, life often intervenes in 
plans and clients do not have the 
time or knowledge to figure out 
how to re-title their assets.  Sec-
ond, moving assets can be com-
plicated with various forms to fill 
out that are confusing.  The clients 
should not have to do work to fund 
their trusts.  They attorneys should 
do that work for the clients.  The 
practical effect of having the client 

do the work to fund the trust is that 
clients do not re-title the assets.  

Don’t let this be your reality.  If 
you already have a living trust, 
make sure all your assets have been 
re-titled into the name of your liv-
ing trust.  And, don’t forget.  If you 
acquire a new piece of real prop-
erty, acquire it in the name of the 
trust so that you do not need to file 
a separate deed to re-title it.  Most 
attorneys will provide you with 
an affidavit of trust to enable you 
to provide a document to the title 
company so that they can title the 
property in the name of your trust.

 Keep Your Living Trust Up to 
Date

In our practice, we meet with 
clients every few years to update 
their trusts.  Why?  We want to 
make sure that the clients have 
not purchased an asset (like a 
house, for example) in their sole 
name.  If they have, we will take 
steps to prepare a deed to transfer 
the house into the name of their 
trust. Often, clients’ wishes will 
change over time.  Clients that 
have named certain beneficia-
ries for their estates may wish to 
change the names of beneficiaries.  
Beneficiaries may die and precipi-
tate a change.  Investments and 
brokers may change.  Retirement 
funds may change, etc.  Whatever 
it is, you must keep on top of the 
changes in your life by including 
the changes in your living trust 
package.  If you do not, there may 
be terrible consequences.

For example, one married cou-
ple prepared a living trust and the 
wife died leaving her share to the 
husband.  The husband remarried 
but the trust was never changed 
to reflect this.  On the death of the 
husband, part of the estate went to 
the relatives of the first wife.  

It isn’t difficult to amend a trust 
to make changes.  The concept of 
a living trust is to avoid the hassles 
of the probate process and create a 
very easy transition for loved ones 
when you die. But the transition is 
only going to be an easy one is the 
trust is up to date.  If you have not 
reviewed your living trust in more 
than three or four years, do it now.

If you would like to learn more 
about living trusts and other estate 
planning matters, join me at 11am 
on the third Wednesday of each 
month at our office at 8906 Bay 
Avenue, North Beach.  Call 301-
855-2246 to reserve your spot.

Lyn Streigel

IF YOU HAVE A LIVING 
TRUST, PLEASE READ THIS

Wow, this little dusting of snow 
on the ground this morning really 
put my Christmas decorating in hy-
perdrive (can you tell I am getting 
excited about seeing Star Wars on 
opening night), which also means 
my mind is more scattered than 
normal. Any of you who know me 
personally, especially my husband, 
know that I am a bouncer. Those 
of you who are bouncers know 
who you are. I bounce from room 
to room in a frenzy when I get like 
this. I start on one project, then 
think, well let me pull this out and 
get that started and it turns into a 
never ending circle which leads 
from room to room to workshop to 
outside and I’m left wondering if I 
finished anything. It’s like that old 
cartoon where the husband comes 
home from work, sees his wife ex-
hausted but doesn’t see what she’s 
done and asks, “What did you do all 
day”.  In this case, it is always me 
asking myself that. You can clean 
out papers, clothes, and file all day, 
but it is hard to see the work you put 
in.

Yesterday was definitely one of 
those bouncing days. I have the 
Christmas village set-up on the din-
ing room cabinet top, but no lights, 
no fluffy snow. The bay window 
display has a wrought iron tree on a 
bed of snow with mini lights going 
hallway up the tree – ran out – now 
I have to run back to Ace Hardware 
in Charlotte Hall. Then I can put 
my really old vintage ornaments on 
that tree. A few weeks ago, I picked 
up a $5 white Christmas tree at our 
church craft show in the white el-
ephant sale. It is already fully light-
ed, thank goodness, and sitting on 
top of the wine barrel, but is waiting 
for its vintage ornaments. 

At the same time yesterday, I 
decided to consolidate all the orna-
ments in four half-size Rubbermaid 
boxes into one half-size box to give 
to my younger son for he and his 
two little boys’ tree. These were 
the ornaments of he and his older 
brother’s childhood. Since all the 
holiday boxes are stored under the 
steps, I also cleaned and Lysol’d 
each and every ornament and the 
Rubbermaid box so they would 
be clean and fresh for him. This 
was after I cleaned out everything 
from under the steps, swept it out 
(apparently this is where the water 
beetles and spiders like to go and 

die) and finally went in the huge 4 
foot Rubbermaid box packed when 
my mother died nearly 20 years 
ago. It was just family pictures I had 
framed for her over the years, and 
old photos of myself and my two 
brothers in those old Clinton 5 and 
dime metal frames from the 60’s 
and 70s. Surprisingly, everything 
was in good shape, and the cigarette 
smoke smell had finally faded. As I 
weeded through boxes, I also threw 
in Silica Gel packets to hopefully 
keep moisture and mold at bay. I did 
find a treasure in the box: a 1960’s 
melted plastic popcorn Santa which 
used to hang on our outside door 
growing up. Well, with all things 
vintage being in fashion, Santa now 
has pride of place on the living room 
wall. I love his cheery wave and the 
remembrances of Christmases and 
loved ones from the past. In fact, 
Santa actually looks a little frenzied 
too – he fits right in at this house.

I feel lighter today, though I am 
still bouncing; so many projects, so 
little time, and hopefully enough 
Prednisone. This morning as I tried 
hard to buckle down and focus on 
writing this week’s column, I also 
have been jumping up and weed-
ing out my clothes in anticipation of 
picking-up a very cool, hand-paint-
ed armoire from our dear friends 
tomorrow, bouncing down to the 
laundry room because, I almost for-
got, I also started weeding through 
and trying to organize that room 
this week. All the while, my mind 
is racing, with part of the Confes-
sion prayer we read each Sunday 
at church going through my head, 
“Most merciful God, we confess 
that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.” You know which line 
I am focusing upon - goodness, 
I know how to lay the guilt upon 
myself. I think my best plan of at-
tack today is to re-focus on being 
calm and accepting of myself and 
my limitations. Yup, that all sounds 
nice, but I better get up and get 
bouncing along.

To each new day’s adventure, 
Shelby

Please send your 
omments or ideas to:  

shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com  
or find me on Facebook 
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A Sailor assigned to NAS Patuxent River became the 
first service member to be recognized as a Certified 
Navy Emergency Manager, Nov. 20.

Chief Damage Controlman Johnathan Zavatsky was 
presented with the certification on the Washington 
Navy Yard, after serving as an emergency manage-
ment officer (EMO), completing personnel qualifica-
tion standards (PQS), a series of online courses and 
the Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) 
Emergency Manager Course.

“This is another milestone in my career,” said Za-
vatsky. “I always shoot to do the best that I can and I 
think this is just a testament to that.”

Part of the reason no Sailor had received the certifi-
cation prior, is because of the requirement that appli-
cants serve in the EMO position for three years.

“By the time you do your three-year tour as an EMO, 
people are looking to transfer, but I’ve been a dam-
age controlman for 16 years and worked in emergency 
management, so CNIC was willing to waive the addi-
tional year for me,” said Zavatsky.

Zavatsky arrived at Pax River two years ago and 
made an immediate impact on the way the installation 
approached emergency management.

“He came in and our program was broken,” said 
Patrick Paulsen, NAS Patuxent River emergency man-
agement officer. “Chief learned our program, learned 
how to operate it and became an expert. He’s worked 
through multiple hurricanes and real world events, in 
addition to being the go-to-NCO on the installation.”

“Chief Zavatsky accomplishing this is consistent 
with his performance as a non-commissioned officer,” 
said Paulsen. “I can’t say enough good about him. I 
retired after 26 years in the Army, working most of my 
career in Special Forces and he’s one of the top NCOs 
I’ve ever had the privilege of working with. He’s a phe-
nomenal individual, leader and team player.”

Zavatsky recognizes the contributions of those 

around him as key factors in his accomplishment.
“It was a lot of hard work, but it wasn’t just about 

me. I always try to do the best that I can, but this was 
about the people who helped me get here. Pat Paulsen, 
Jeff Sanford, who is the region emergency manager for 
Naval District Washington and Stephen Henrick were 

all a big part of this and a lot of the credit. I couldn’t 
have done it without them,” said Zavatsky.

MC2 Jason Amadi 
Naval District Washington Public Affairs

NewsNewsPatuxent River
Naval Air Station

PAX River

WWW.SOMD.COM
CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR CHARLES, CALVERT, & ST. MARY’S COUNTIES

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Real Estate

Services
Vehicles

Employment
Child Care

General Merchandise

Pax Sailor First Service Member to Receive 
Emergency Management Certification

DCC John Zavatsky, assigned to Naval Air Station Patuxent River, qualified as a Navy Certified Emergency Manager, 
presented by Capt. Stephen D. Barnett, CNIC’s deputy commander-military, Naval District Washington.
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In RemembranceThe County Times runs complimentary obituaries as submitted by funeral homes 
and readers. We run them in the order we receive them. Any submissions that come to 

guyleonard@countytimes.net after noon on Mondays may run in the following week’s edition.

Barbara Sharon Alton
Barbara Sharon 

Alton, 71, of Me-
chanicsville, MD 
passed away due to 
complications from 
surgery on De-
cember 5, 2019 at 
Medstar St. Mary’s 
Hospital.

Barbara was born on August 22, 1948 in 
Burke, South Dakota to the late George and 
Marcelane (Forsch) Knittel.

As the oldest of five children, Barbara 
would assist her mother with the care of her 
siblings, housework and care of animals on 
their farm.

Later she left her farm life behind and 
moved to San Diego, CA. Barbara married 
Phillip Edward Keeney in 1967 and together 
they had four children.

Barbara later met and married William 
Paul Alton (Paul) on July 13, 1985. She 
loved preparing large elaborate dinner par-
ties for friends and family. Many of which 
were holiday meals where, as a Navy wife 
she opened her home to military personnel 
during the holiday season when they could 
not spend it with their own families. Barbara 
was very proud to be a Navy wife, married 
to Paul, and assisting active duty military.

Barbara was very creative. Her creative 
interests included floral arranging, cross 
stitch, scrapbooking, cooking and baking. 
She also shared these interests with her dear-
est friend and soulmate, Tammy Allenberg, 
who preceded her in death.

Barbara enjoyed and loved her family 
very much.

Barbara is survived by her husband, Wil-
liam (Paul) Alton of Mechanicsville; her 
children, Renee Sammons (Paul) of Grand 
Junction, CO, Tammy Coulter (Pete) of 
Rappahannock Academy, VA, Diane Kee-
ney of Deltona, FL, and Daniel Keeney of 
Fredericksburg, VA; and ten (10) grandchil-
dren, Thomas Bethel, Ryan Baggs, William 
Baggs, Amity Morlang, Gillian Sammons, 
Christian Tanner, Zachary Tanner, Joshua 
Castro, Annabelle Castro, and Noah Castro; 
one (1) great-grandchild River Rey Elsburg. 
She is also survived by her siblings, Joyce 
Schwartzlow of Rockford, IL, Marlon Knit-
tel of Rockford, IL, Gaylon Knittel of Jack-
sonville, FL. Barbara was preceded in death 
by her parents, and brother, Loren Knittel.

Interment will be private. The family will 
be holding a private Memorial Service.

In lieu of flowers or contributions please 
send donations to Hospice of St. Mary’s 
County, Post Office Box 625, Leonardtown, 
MD.

Condolences to the family may be made at 
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home and Crematory, P.A., Charlotte Hall, 
MD.

Timothy Patrick  
Pumphrey

Timothy Pat-
rick “Timmy” 
Pumphrey, 61, of 
Me cha n icsv i l le , 
passed away peace-
fully on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 
at the Univer-
sity of Maryland 
Medical Center in 

Baltimore.
Timmy was born on November 12, 1958 

to the late Edward James Pumphrey, Jr. and 
Joan Patricia (O’Neill) Pumphrey.

As a young man he worked as a locksmith. 
He was an intelligent worker who excelled 
at any job he attempted. Although personal 
struggles kept him down, he overcame his 
demons and he would have been five (5) 
years sober this month. This accomplish-
ment made his sister and brother very proud.

Timmy was a simple man. He enjoyed 
relaxing on his couch with a cup of coffee, 
watching television and movies. He watched 
so many movies, it was common for him to 
be able to recite word for word dialogue. He 
enjoyed reading his Bible and knew it well. 
He found pleasure in feeding the squirrels 
and birds around his house and he would 
make sure they got fed at any cost.  

If you knew Timmy, you know he loved 
his family. A close-knit group, his brother 
and sister were his best friends. Family was 
very important to him; he cherished every 
moment spent together. He will be missed 
by his family, but they’re taking solace in 
knowing he is in a glorious heaven reuniting 
with their beloved parents.

Timmy is survived by his sister, Suzanne 
Blocker (Ronald) of LaPlata, MD, brother, 
Edward Pumphrey (Karen) of Bowie, MD; 
and nieces and nephews, Kevin, Sean (So-
phie), Ryan, Amanda, Brittany (Chris), Ron-
nie, and John (Bailey). He is also survived 
by numerous, aunts, uncles and cousins. He 
was preceded in death by both of his parents.  

The family will receive friends for Tim-
my’s Life Celebration on Thursday, Decem-
ber 12, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
at Brinsfield Funeral Home & Crematory, 
30195 Three Notch Road, Charlotte Hall, 
MD 20622. A funeral service will be held on 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. 
and officiated by Richard Pumphrey also 
held at Brinsfield Funeral Home, Charlotte 
Hall. Interment will be private.

Condolences can be made at www.brins-
fieldfuneral.com

Arrangements made at Brinsfield Funeral 
Home & Crematory, P.A., Charlotte Hall, 
MD.

Mary Theresa Russell
Mary “Cook” 

Theresa Russell, 
61, of Clements, 
MD, passed away 
on December 5, 
2019, at MedStar 
St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Leonardtown, 
MD with her loving 

family at her side.
She was born January 21, 1958 in Leon-

ardtown, MD to the late George and Teresa 
Cook. 

Mary was a lifelong resident of St. Mary’s 
County and a graduate of Chopticon High 
School.  She was a dedicated employee at 
the Center for Life Enrichment for over 35 
years as a caregiver until her retirement in 
September of 2019.  She loved and cared for 
all of her clients and treated each as her own 
family.

In her younger years, Mary and her 
friends spent weekends having a good time 
on the Square in Leonardtown.  She enjoyed 
playing pitch with her family on Satur-
days. Her family was her greatest love and 
she especially enjoyed time spent with her 
grandchildren, Julia and Ethan.  She was an 

excellent cook and her culinary skills were 
the highlight of countless family gatherings. 
Her hobbies included playing bingo, relax-
ing in her front yard watching the birds in 
their feeders and collecting solar lights for 
the yard.  Mary enjoyed vacationing at Myr-
tle Beach with her daughter, son-in-law and 
grandkids. 

Mary is survived by her companion of 
32 years, James Joy of Clements, MD; her 
daughter, Amber Marie Joy (Daniel) of 
Chaptico, MD; her siblings: Tommy Cook 
of Port Tobacco, MD, Bobby Cook of Wel-
come, MD, Margaret Goosetree of Califor-
nia, MD, Sandy Thomas (Larry) of Holly-
wood, MD, Wayne Cook (Jen) of California, 
MD, Ann Evans of Lexington Park, MD, 
Joe Cook (Julie) of Mechanicsville, MD, 
and Ray Cook (Mai) of Callaway, MD; her 
grandchildren, Julia and Ethan Coleman; 
and many extended family and friends.  In 
addition to her parents she is also preceded 
in death by her brother, Joseph Cook.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Center for Life Enrichment, 25995 Point 
Lookout Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650.

Condolences to the family may be made at 
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

William Thomas Hanbury Sr.
William Thomas “Billy” Hanbury Sr, 81, 

Charlotte Hall, MD passed away peacefully 
on December 2, 2019.

William T. Han-
bury, Sr., affec-
tionately known as 
Billy, Uncle Bill, 
Daddy and Dad, 
was born in Wash-
ington, DC at the 
old Sibley Hospital 
in NW DC, he lived 

in Charlotte Hall with his wife, Catherine of 
51 years for the majority of his life. He called 
it “God’s Country”. He fell asleep into death 
on December 2, 2019 after a battle with can-
cer with most of his children lovingly by his 
side. He wouldn’t have wanted it any other 
way.

Billy was the sixth (6th) child of Lewis F 
and Audrey G Hanbury. The family of boys 
were known as the Fighting Hanbury’s, as 
the family was devoted to boxing, stock car 
racing and each other. Billy always looked 
up to his brothers and sister as his role mod-
els after having lost their father when he was 
ten (10) …. he lived his childhood surround-
ed by his brothers, a sister, their spouses and 
nieces and nephews as his parental figures 
and playmates all in one. These role mod-
els instilled in him the great characteristics 
of being industrious, hard-working, honest 
and family oriented. The love between he 
and his siblings was built on devotion to one 
another.

He had his first child at 23 and his last 3 
years later. Parenthood was quite the chal-
lenge and required a LOT of adjustment over 
the years; he learned quite fast that patience 
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“First Millennium Faith for a 
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Christ Episcopal Church

39245 Chaptico Rd. • Mechanicsville, MD 20659
301-884-3504 • gracechapelsomd@gmail.com
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SERVICES
8 AM & 10:30 AM
BIBLE STUDY
TUES 6:30 PM

YOUTH GROUP 
TUES 6:30 PM

Obituaries

is a virtue not all of us possess. Next to par-
enthood and being a devoted-husband he 
never found anything much more important 
than going to work to provide for his fam-
ily. Even while having only a motorcycle to 
commute to work each day year-round, he 
never found it in him to take a break from 
work. Billy viewed working as an Operating 
Engineer out of Local 77 as working with 
big boys Tonka Toys. Always looking out for 
his family first, he suffered through many a 
cold commute rather than complain and take 
a new toy for himself. Billy did find great 
enjoyment in stock cars, camping and crab-
bing, eating crabs, showing hospitality, and 
whittling wood into ornate and intricate arti-
san pieces from ordinary household objects.

On March 29, 1969 he and Cathy dedi-
cated their lives to serve Jehovah and sym-
bolized this by water baptism as a Jehovah’s 
Witness. Billy’s faith helped him to become 
the man he always aspired to be. Billy con-
tinued in his progressive bible studies, and 
service to help others learn the good news 
for the entirety of his life, joyously so. One 
of Billy’s greatest honors and enjoyment 
was in building Kingdom Halls around the 
area, and volunteering during disaster relief 
efforts.

He is survived by his youngest brother, 
Marty; his 5 children, William T. Hanbury, 
Victoria Hanbury, Diane Connick, Andrew 
Hanbury and Adam Hanbury; 7 grandchil-
dren, and 5 and ½ great grandchildren. (go 
ask Mikey about the ½)

Condolences to the family may be made at 
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com 

All arrangements being made at Brins-

field Funeral Home & Crematory, P.A., 
Charlotte Hall, MD.

Lori June Papadakis
Lori June Papa-

dakis (nee Lemke), 
aged 52, of Me-
chanicsville, MD, 
died December 2, 
2019, at her home 
after a courageous 
battle with cancer.

Lori was born in 
Milwaukee, WI, on November 18, 1967, but 
spent her childhood in Wauwatosa, WI. At 
age 5, she became a believer in Jesus Christ, 
but it wasn’t until she was 12 that she had a 
truly serious conversation with Him.

Growing up, if the lights were on at 
church, she was there. She was part of the 
church’s acapella group, hand bells, youth 
group, puppets, and singing. She regularly 
attended church summer camp, first as a 
participant, and later as a counselor.

In high school, she travelled to Washing-
ton, D.C., as part of a choir group that sang 
in the Russell Rotunda in the U.S. Capitol as 
part of a competition. Her group won first 
prize. She graduated from Wauwatosa West 
High School in 1986.

In 1988, Lori joined the U.S. Navy and 
served four years. She worked on the Naval 
Reactors Program in Crystal City, VA, as a 
Yeoman Third Class. After the Navy, Lori 
worked the next 26 years at the Food and 
Drug Administration in both Washington, 

D.C. and College Park, MD, as a program 
specialist and a contracts manager.

She met her beloved husband, Tony, at 
First Baptist Church in Alexandria, VA, 
and they were married there in 2007. They 
subsequently moved to Southern Maryland. 
During this time, Lori took up micro-farm-
ing and built an entire food production eco-
system in her back yard. She was also very 
interested in healthy living and nutrition.

Lori is survived by her husband; son, Vin-
cent Pisciotta (Rylie); grandson, Gideon Pi-
sciotta; stepchildren, Alexandra Papadakis, 
Nicholas Papadakis, and Alyssa Papadakis; 
sisters Lynda Haasch (Donny) and Lisa Szi-
bel (Dave); and her sister-in-law, Christine 
Trent (Jonathan). She also leaves behind a 
cherished German Shepherd, Hulda, as well 
as a cat, sundry fish, and eleven ducks.

In lieu of flowers, Lori wished for a small 
donation to be made to either CareNet of 
Southern Maryland, P.O. Box 31, Lexington 
Park, MD 20653 or to Grace Chapel Min-
istries, 39245 Chaptico Road, Helen, MD 
20635.

Condolences to the family may be made at 
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

Patricia Ann Swann
Patricia “Patty” Ann Swann, 65 of Lex-

ington Park, MD passed away on December 
1, 2019 at Sagepoint Senior Living Center.

Patty was born on October 30, 1954 in La 
Plata, MD to the late Charles Bowen Swann 

and Nancy Patricia 
(Gardiner) Swann.

Patty was a life-
long resident of 
Charles and St. 
Mary’s Counties. 
She grew up in 
Waldorf where she 
was a member of 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church. She was a hard 
working woman who held a number of jobs 
over the years starting at her father’s Mobil 
Gas Station in Waldorf, MD. She tended bar 
at the Desert Inn in Waldorf and the Brass 
Rail in Great Mills. She then went on to 
work at several local convenience stores in-
cluding 7-11, Quick Shop and Sheetz. She 
was an excellent pool shooter and played on 
leagues for the Desert Inn and Brass Rail. 
She was a lifelong Washington Redskins fan 
and enjoyed her favorite NASCAR driver - 
Chase Elliott. She will be greatly missed by 
her family and friends.

Patty is survived by her brother, Freddie 
Swann (Kim), of Leonardtown, MD; niece, 
Angie Insley (Chris), of Hollywood, MD; 
nephew, Chris Swann (Jenn), of Leonard-
town, MD; great nieces, Fiona and Avery 
Insley and great nephew, Caden Insley. In 
addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her brothers, Smiley Charles Bow-
en and Francis “Frankie” William Swann.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Hospice of St. Mary’s, P.O. Box 625, Leon-
ardtown, MD 20650.

Condolences may be made at www.brins-
fieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
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Home, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.                                                                                                              

Sonja Joan Veneziani
Sonja Joan Vene-

ziani, 74, of Char-
lotte Hall, MD 
passed away peace-
fully at the farm 
she was raised on 
December 2, 2019.

Sonja was born 
on September 6, 

1945 in Mechanicsville, MD to the late 
Otto Stasch and Mary Christine (Williams) 
Stasch.

Sonja met her best friend and future hus-
band, Daniel P. Veneziani when he came 
along to fix their telephone wires while she 
worked at the farm. Lucky for them, the tele-
phone kept breaking and Daniel was able to 
admire the love of his life, until he knew he 
couldn’t live without her. They celebrated 
over fifty-three (53) of marital bliss and wel-
comed two sons, John and Gregory.

She was adored and loved by her fam-
ily. Sonja spent her younger years working 
on her family farm in the tobacco fields. 
Although she loved the farm life and being 
outside, she was happy to leave the fields 
behind. She was a wonderful cook who was 
always available to throw together a family 
dinner. She was a dutiful wife, mother, and 
sister.

Sonja was a country girl at heart and ani-
mal lover by choice. She never met an ani-
mal she couldn’t tame. Throughout her life 
she had many loved and cherished pets. Her 
family knows she is reunited in heaven with 
all of her beloved animals. To know Sonja 
was to know a kind, loving soul. She will 
be missed and memories of her inherent joy 
will last a lifetime for her family.

Sonja is survived by her husband, Dan-
iel P. Veneziani; two sons, John Veneziani 
(Courtney) of Charlotte Hall and Gregory D. 
Veneziani (Hope) of Mechanicsville and one 
brother, Robert “Bobby” Stasch of Mechan-
icsville, MD. She was preceded in death by 
her parents and younger brother Stevie.

In lieu of flowers it is asked that donations 
be made to Hospice of St. Mary’s, Post Of-
fice Box 625, Leonardtown, MD 20650.

Condolences to the family may be made at 
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home & Crematory, P.A., Charlotte Hall, 
MD.

Henry Lewis Lee
Henry Lewis 

“Billy” Lee, 88, of 
Lexington Park, 
Maryland passed 
away on December 
4, 2019 at MedStar 
St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Leonardtown, 
Maryland. He was 

the loving son of the late Mr. and Mrs. John 
Robert and Gertrude Moore Lee of Comp-
ton, Maryland. Billy and his young siblings 
were raised by their Uncle Richley and Aunt 
Marguerite Moore Delahay who operated 
Delahay’s Marine Railway and Boat Yard at 
the mouth of Breton Bay. His Grandfather 
Henry Wehrheim (for whom he was named) 
and his mother Gertrude Moore Lee were 
known for serving as Compton Post Office 
postmasters. Following in their footsteps 

Billy Lee made his career in the U.S. Post 
Office working for many years in the Leon-
ardtown Post Office as a Master Postmaster. 
He proudly served in the Army National 
Guard where he spent a short tour in Ger-
many. He worked and retired from Public 
Works on Patuxent Naval Air Station. Then 
following his career on Patuxent Naval Air 
Station, Billy worked many more years as a 
general contractor.  

Billy was a lifelong St. Mary’s County 
resident, attending elementary school at 
Our Lady’s in Medley’s Neck and graduat-
ing from St. Mary’s Academy High School. 
He especially enjoyed the waterways in the 
County and having coffee with his friends. 
As a devout Catholic, he volunteered with 
fellow parishioners and traveled to Grotto of 
Our Lady of Fatima.  

He was preceded in death by his sisters; 
Margaret “Margie” Taylor Goddard, Virgin-
ia Taylor Morgan, Hilda “Boots” Lee Bailey; 
and brothers: Alvin Earl Taylor, John Rob-
ert “Bobby” Lee, James Kenneth Delahay, 
and Ronald “Ronnie” Clement Delahay. He 
leaves behind many friends and family to 
mourn his passing.  

In lieu of flowers contributions may be 
made to Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church 22375 Three Notch Road Lexington 
Park, MD 20653.

James LeAnder Miles, Jr.
James LeAnder 

Miles, Jr. affection-
ately known by all 
as “Midget” tran-
sitioned to heaven 
peacefully on Mon-
day, December 2, 
2019 at Chesapeake 
Shores Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center. Born on January 12, 
1937 in Chaptico, Maryland, James was the 
loving son of the late James LeAnder Miles, 
Sr. and Nellie Ellen Curtis Miles. 

James was raised into the Catholic faith 
and humbly received his sacraments at an 
early age in Chaptico, Maryland. Through-
out his life, James faithfully continued to 
attend Mass at St. Joseph’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Morganza, MD St. Aloysius 
Roman Catholic Church in Leonardtown. 
James was a lifelong resident of St. Mary’s 
County and completed the necessary edu-
cation requirements by attending a one 
room schoolhouse in Loveville, Maryland. 
After graduation, James worked for Gar-
ner Construction and Gatton Construction 
for many years until his retirement in July 
1999. James enjoyed hanging out in Leonar-
dtown, reading the newspaper, taking care 
of his beloved cats, and watching football 
and baseball games with family. Although 
James did not have children of his own, he 
loved and was very fond of his many nieces 
and nephews.  

James leaves to cherish in his memory 
four siblings, Charles H. Miles of Clay-
ton, NC; John L. Miles of Morganza, MD; 
Laura E. Frederick of Great Mills, MD; and 
Mary A. Evans of Leonardtown, MD; one 
aunt, Artina Miles of Mechanicsville, MD; 
two brothers-in-law, Harry Mason of Hol-
lywood, MD and Robert Warren of Upper 
Marlboro, MD; two godchildren, Carl Gor-
don and Ellen Edmondson, and a host of 
nieces and nephews, relatives, and friends 
who he loved most dearly. James was pre-
deceased by his parents, James and Nel-

lie Miles, siblings, Paul R. Curtis, Eliza C. 
Mason, Nellie C. Warren, and Nancy Ann T. 
Fantroy, sister-in-law, Gertrude Curtis, Pa-
tricia Miles, and Thyris Miles. 

Our family will unite with friends on 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 for visita-
tion at 9:00 AM until Mass of Christian 
Burial at 10:00 AM at St. Aloysius Roman 
Catholic Church, 22800 Washington Street, 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 with Father David 
Beaubien officiating. Interment will follow 
at Charles Memorial Gardens, 26325 Point 
Lookout Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650. 
Pallbearers will be Joseph Johnson, Jr., Har-
ry Frederick, Kaheel Stone and Justin King. 
Honorary pallbearers will be Harry Mason 
and Carl Gordon. 

Donna Marie Emerson
Donna Marie 

(Lawrence) Emer-
son, 69, of Holly-
wood, MD passed 
away on Decem-
ber 2, 2019 at her 
residence. She was 
born on November 
5, 1950 in Leonard-

town, MD and was the loving daughter of the 
late Bernard Ralph Lawrence, Sr. and Doris 
Jean Lawrence. Donna is survived by her 
daughter, Veronica Johnson (Wade) of Hol-
lywood, MD grandchildren Olivia Higgs, 
Rebecca Johnson, Jarrett Higgs, and Nathan 
Johnson; siblings, Bernice Ryce (Kenny) of 
Hollywood, MD, Marietta Peake (Kenny) of 
Churchton, MD, James Lawrence (Lisa) of 
Hollywood, MD, Cathy Buckler (James) of 
Mechanicsville, MD and sister in law Kim 
Lawrence of Mechanicsville, MD. She was 
preceded in death by her brother Ralph Law-
rence of Mechanicsville, MD. 

Donna was a life-long resident of St. 
Mary’s County, MD. She graduated from 
Chopticon High School in 1968 and worked 
for the U.S. Navy for 34 years as a Budget 
Analyst. She absolutely adored her grand-
children. She enjoyed attending their aca-
demic and sporting events over the years. 
She loved playing bingo and traveling.  

Contributions may be made to Hospice of 
St. Mary’s P.O. Box 625 Leonardtown, MD 
20650.

Florence Margaret Kessler
Florence Marga-

ret Kessler “Peg-
gy”, 85, of Lexing-
ton Park, MD for-
merly from Collin-
gdale, PA passed 
away on November 
29, 2019 at her 
home surrounded 

by her family. She was born May 23, 1934 in 
Philadelphia, PA and was the loving daugh-
ter of the late Florence Marian Batty Phillips 
and George Fox Phillips.

Peggy was the loving wife of Leonard El-

wood Kessler, whom she married on Novem-
ber 24, 1956 in the Church of the Nazarene 
in Collingdale, PA. They recently celebrated 
their 63rd anniversary.

Peggy is survived by her children, Su-
san Kessler-Fleury of Lexington Park, MD, 
Barbara Smith (Nelson) of Lexington Park, 
MD, Dianna Nueslein (Rick) of Hollywood, 
MD, Michael Kessler (Bonnie) of Lexington 
Park, MD, Joyce Kessler of Lexington Park, 
MD, Annette Wimmer (David) of Spring-
field, VA, Karen Stanley (Michael) of Lex-
ington Park, MD, Jay Kessler (Ann) of Lex-
ington Park, MD, daughter-in-law Renee 
Kessler of Evans, GA, 21 grandchildren, 21 
great grandchildren, siblings Russell Phil-
lips, Pierce Phillips, and Paul Phillips. She 
was preceded in death by her son Stephen 
Kessler, siblings baby Marian Phillips, baby 
David Phillips, Donald Phillips, Richard 
Phillips, and Edward Phillips. 

Peggy was a 1952 graduate of Collingdale 
High school and attended Eastern Nazarene 
College. She moved from Collingdale, PA 
with her family to permanently reside in 
St. Mary’s County, MD in 1966 where she 
was a homemaker as well a business owner. 
She worked at Kessler Body & Equipment 
Company and Ye Olde Ice Cream Parlour & 
Restaurant until retiring in 2004.

Peggy was the St. Mary’s County repre-
sentative of The Salvation Army, ringing the 
bell at the red kettle and wrapping/deliver-
ing gifts to under-privileged families on 
Christmas Eve. In addition, she volunteered 
with The Republican Women of St. Mary’s 
traveling to the White House every Monday 
to work in the Correspondence Office. She 
was also active with The Soroptimist Club 
of St. Mary’s and the Women’s Ministries of 
the Nazarene Church.

In lieu of flowers, please make a dona-
tion in Peggy’s memory to the Ridge Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad (16515 Three Notch 
Rd, Ridge, MD 20680), The Leonardtown 
Church of the Nazarene (22730 Washington 
St, Leonardtown, MD 20650), or the Holly-
wood Church of the Nazarene (24710 Sotter-
ley Rd, Hollywood, MD 20636).

Agnes Contadina Plater
Agnes Con-

tadina Plater, 52 
of Leonardtown, 
MD, entered into 
eternal rest on No-
vember 30, 2019. 
Family and friends 
will unite on Fri-
day, December 13, 

2019 for visitation at 11 am until Mass of 
Christian Burial at 12 noon at St. Aloysius 
Catholic Church, 22800 Washington Street, 
Leonardtown, MD. Interment to follow at 
Charles Memorial Gardens, Leonardtown, 
MD. Arrangements by Briscoe-Tonic Fu-
neral Home.

A Tribute to the Loved One 
Whose Memory Lives 
On Forever in Your Heart

Honor the memory of your cherished 
one by sharing the story of their life 

with friends, neighbors and associates 
here in the community.

For details and to place  
your notice of remembrance, 

call 301-373-4125 for assistance.

REMEMBRANCES
IN PRINT & ONLINE
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Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019
Queen of Hearts LVRSA Fundraiser
Fitzies Marina and Pub Restaurant
Joe Hazel Road
Leonardtown	   
4p.m. to 7p.m.
Please join us to take a chance to pick a card and find 

the Queen of Hearts to win the jackpot. Each Thursday 
there is the opportunity to take a chance to win until the 
Queen is found, with the jackpot rolling over each week. 
Tickets are sold from 4pm-6:45, with the drawing at 7pm.

Friday, Dec. 13, 2019
Park Place Toastmasters Club Meeting
Church of Ascension 
21641 Great Mills Road 
Lexington Park 
Noon to 1p.m.
Come visit us to find out how we can help you develop 

your speaking, listening, and leadership skills in a non-
threatening environment!

Spaghetti Dinner
Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department
28165 Hills Club Road
Mechanicsville
5p.m. to 7p.m.
This event will be dine-in or carry out. Dinner will 

be $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for ages 6 to 10 and under 5 
are free. The menu consists of Spaghetti, Salad & Garlic 
Bread (no meat and gluten free options are available upon 
request). We do accept VISA, MasterCard and Discover. 
All proceeds benefit the Mechanicsville Vol. Fire Dept.

Baked Chicken Dinner
American Legion Post 238 ALA
6265 Brandywine Rd 
Hughesville
5:30p.m. to 7:30p.m.
American Legion Post 238 American Legion Auxilia-

ry presents baked Chicken Dinner with sides and dessert. 
Price $12. For more info call 301-274-3522 or check us out 
on the Web www.alpost238.org or Facebook

Newtowne Players “Seussified Christmas Carol”
Three Notch Theatre
21744 South Coral Drive
Lexington Park
8p.m. to 10p.m.
Tickets, available at www.newtowneplayers.org, are 

$15 for adults; $13 for military, seniors, NTP members 
and students; and $10 for children under 12. Reservations 
may be made at 301-737-5447. “A Seussified Christmas 
Carol” is a whimsical reinvention of Dickens’ most be-
loved Christmas story in wacky rhymed couplets. With 
zoot fruited juices and binka bird geese, from Bed-Head-
ed Fred to Timmy Loo Hoo, this tale of glorious holiday 
cheer is like something Dr. Seuss might have come up 
with—if he ever had his way with the story.

Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019
Annual Breakfast with Santa at the Forrest Center
Dr. James A. Forrest Career and Technology Center
24005 Point Lookout Road 
Leonardtown 
8a.m. to 11a.m.
Santa will make his grand entrance at 8:30 a.m. En-

joy a delicious breakfast prepared by the Forrest Center’s 
Culinary Arts students. Admission to this event, which 
includes breakfast, is $10 for adults, $5 for students and 
free for children 3 and younger. An omelet bar is available 
for an additional $2.00. Proceeds will benefit the Forrest 
Center’s SkillsUSA chapter and student programs. 

Fruit/Nut/Cheese Sale
St. John’s School
43900 St Johns Rd 
Hollywood
8a.m. to 5p.m.
We have a selection of oranges, grapefruit, cheese, and 

pecans for sale. To order or to obtain additional details, 
please visit www.sjshollywood.org. Pickup is December 
14-15. Please address questions to Mike Thompson at 
mikeandbarbarat@gmail.com or 301-373-8545.

 Evergreen Workshop
Historic St. Mary’s City 
47414 Old State House Road 
St. Mary’s City
10a.m. to Noon
Meet at The Shop at Farthing’s Ordinary. Design a holi-

day centerpiece that is uniquely yours, using a variety of 
fresh evergreens. Light refreshments and materials will 
be provided. Bring your own hand clippers, if you have 
them. Appropriate for ages 12 and older. $40 per person 
($30 Friends members). To register, contact the museum 
visitor center at (240) 895-4990.

9th Annual Christmas Gospel Concert Benefit 
Homeless Shelter

Bay District Volunteer Fire Department 
46900 South Shangri-La Drive 
Lexington Park
4:30p.m. to 8p.m.
The New Briscoe Brothers Gospel Group is sponsoring 

a Christmas Gospel Concert to Benefit “The Missions” 
Homeless shelter. Admission $12 at the door. We will 
have door prizes and delicious dinners on sale to include 
our crab cakes. Admission will be reduced if you bring 
needed items, such as socks (white), hats, gloves, gently 
used coats, canned goods, hand can openers, powdered 
milk and toiletries. Contact Oscar Briscoe 240-210-5590 
or David Briscoe 240-925-2507 for further information.

The Story of Christmas
First Missionary Baptist Church 
46370 Pegg Lane
Lexington Park
5p.m. to 7p.m.
For additional information please contact First Mis-

sionary Baptist Church at 301-863-8388, we are located at 
46370 Pegg Lane, Lexington Park, MD 20653.

Contra Dance
Christ Church Parish Hall
37497 Zach Fowler Road 
Chaptico
7p.m. to 10p.m.
The Southern MD Open Band will be playing live 

acoustic string music and caller Jason Little will teach 
and call the dances. The beginners dance workshop (no 
partner required) starts at 7pm, and the dance begins at 
7:30pm. Admission is $10 for non-SMTMD members; 
$6 for SMTMD members (band members and children 
under 17 are free). There will be an ice cream social dur-
ing the intermission. Please bring a water bottle to the 
dance. Go to www.smtmd.org for directions and more 
information.

Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019
Breakfast with Santa at the Hollywood Rescue 

Squad
Hollywood Volunteer Rescue Squad
43256 Rescue Lane 
Hollywood
8a.m. to noon
Breakfast includes scrambled eggs, fried potatoes, 

bacon, sausage, pancakes, gravy and biscuits, cinna-
mon apples, assorted juices and coffee. All you can eat 
for $12.00, $6.00 for ages 6-12 and 5 and under are free! 
Come and get your picture taken with Santa.

Breakfast with Santa-Our Lady of the Wayside
Our Lady of the Wayside’s Loretto Hall 
37575 Chaptico Rd.
8a.m. to 11a.m.
Menu includes scrambled eggs, French toast, 

pancakes,sausage, bacon, coffee and juice. Prices-
Adults-$10 Children 6-12 $6 and children 5 and under 
are free, Feel free to take pictures of your children with 
Santa, For more information contract Brenda Russell at 
rsbrssll@aol.com or at 301-247-1871,

Santa Bingo
Mother Catherine Academy 
38833 Chaptico Road
Mechanicsville
Noon to 2p.m.
Doors open at Noon bingo starts at p.m.. The cost is 

$5.00 for children to play bingo. We will be selling pizza, 
hot dogs, snacks and drinks. If you have any questions, 
please call the school 301-884-3165

Living Nativity & Christmas Concert
Leonardtown Baptist Church
23520 Hollywood Rd. 
Leonardtown
5p.m. to 9p.m.
The Living Nativity will begin at 5 PM and run until 

6 PM. Then everyone is invited inside for a Christmas 
Concert at 6:30 PM. The Living Nativity will reopen fol-
lowing the Concert at 8 PM. All are invited and this is a 
free event.

Monday, Dec. 16, 2019
Help with Mike’s Food Fund
Zion Methodist Church
21291 Three Notch Road 
Lexington Park
5p.m. to 7p.m.
Volunteers are needed by Mike’s Food Fund to help 

package and deliver holiday turkey dinners (a frozen tur-
key, bag of potatoes and canned veggies) to local families 
in need. We have over 2,500 families in need this year, 
so any and all help is appreciated. We need volunteers to 
deliver dinners to addresses all over the county and help 
to package up and load the dinners for the drivers. Help 
is needed night or when the turkeys run out. Great oppor-
tunity for families and those students needing volunteer 
hours.

St. Mary’s County Genealogical Society Potluck
University System of Md at So MD 
44219 Airport Rd 
California
Bldg 2, Rm 135
7p.m. to 9p.m.
Bring a dish to share and either a vintage or ethnic 

family related ornament to show.    There is an optional 
cutthroat Chinese gift exchange - bring a gift valued at 
$15 or less. A fun, relaxing evening. Always open to the 
public! For more information contact April Havens at 
genelib18@outlook.com

Email your event to 
timescalendar@countytimes.net

Do you have something to add 
to our Community Calendar?

County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County



Thursday, December 12, 2019 37The County Times

Library Holiday Hours
All three locations of the St. Mary’s County Li-

brary will be closed on Tuesday, December 24 and 
Wednesday, December 25 in observance of Christ-
mas. All three Library locations will be open for 
regular business hours on Thursday, December 26.

 All three locations of the St. Mary’s County Li-
brary will close early at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 31 and will remain closed on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 1 in observance of New Year’s Day. All three 
Library locations will be open for regular business 
hours on Thursday, January 2.

 
Happy Noon Year!

All three locations of the St. Mary’s County Li-
brary (Lexington Park, Leonardtown and Charlotte 
Hall) will hold Happy Noon Year! On Tuesday, De-
cember 31 from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  All the fun 
of a new year's party for our young friends with early 
bed times! Ring in a happy NOON year with songs, 
crafts, and activities, and an exciting countdown. 
Recommended for ages Preschool through lower 

elementary.
 

Spend an Hour with a Job Coach at the Library!
Leonardtown Library will host ‘Spend an Hour 

with a Job Coach’ on Monday, December 16. Ap-
pointments will be available on the hour from 9:30 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Southern Maryland JobSource job 
coaches will be available to meet with job seekers 
on-on-one, for an hour long appointment. If you 
would like assistance with writing your resume, 
conducting a job search, polishing your interview 
skills, or career change advice call the Leonardtown 
library at 301-475-2846 to schedule an appointment.

 
Art on Your Own Terms

Lexington Park Library will hold Art on Your 
Own Terms on Monday, December 16 from 6 – 
7:30 p.m. Come brighten your day with a little “art 
therapy,” and use creativity as your outlet for stress! 
Experiment with a variety of art supplies, and make 
a project to take home. Materials provided. Ages 18 
and up. No registration required.

 
U.S. Census Bureau Recruitment

The Lexington Park Library will host the U.S. 
Census Bureau on Monday, December 16 from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. and the Charlotte Hall Library will host 
the Bureau on Tuesday, December 17 from 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. U. S. Census Bureau personnel will provide 

information on jobs and help with the job application 
process. The Census is conducted every 10 years and 
the goal is to count everyone where they live. Hir-
ing will be done within the local community to get a 
complete and accurate count of each person.

Loffler Senior Activity Center 301-475-4200, ext. 71658 
Garvey Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4200, ext. 71050 

 Northern Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4002, ext. 73101

Brought to you by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County: James R. Guy, President; Michael L. Hewitt; Eric Colvin; Todd B. Morgan; John E. O’Connor; and the Department of Aging & Human Services

St. Mary’s Department of Aging & Human Services
Programs and Activities

Visit www.stmarysmd.com/aging for the most up-to date information 

Enhance Fitness Free during  
the month of December

Enhance Fitness is an evidence-based group exercise 
and falls prevention program that helps older adults at all 
levels of fitness become more active, energized, and em-
powered to sustain independent lives. Through a gener-
ous grant, this class is available at all St. Mary’s County 
Senior Activity Centers at no cost during the month of 
December. It meets at the Loffler Senior Activity Center 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Class is at 2 p.m. 
on Mondays and Fridays; 1 p.m. on Wednesdays. If you 
haven’t tried this fun class yet, now is the time to try it for 
free. Call 301-475-4200, ext. 71658 for more information.

Charles County Show Troupe Holiday Luncheon
The Northern Senior Activity Center is proud to spon-

sor the Charles County Show Troupe for their holiday 
performance of “Christmas Love” on Wednesday, Dec. 
18, from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This variety show will 
feature, singing, dancing, comedy, and more.  The per-
formance will be followed by lunch and door prizes. The 
menu for this event is stuffed shells with tomato sauce, 
garlic bread, seasoned spinach, and dessert. Suggested 
donation for a ticket is $5 for this event.  To sign up and 
pay in advance, please visit the front desk. For more in-
formation regarding this event, please call 301-475-4200, 
ext. 73103.

Drama Speaks Lunchtime Theater 
"Perplexing Polar Problems": Santa is not always his 

jolly self. Problems occur in his Polar 
Kingdom and they are very perplexing. Without warn-

ing, Santa finds himself facing labor and production 
problems, especially concerning his elves. Join us at the 
Garvey Senior Activity Center on Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 
12 p.m. and learn about the somewhat unusual solution to 

Santa's problems in this delightful show. It will brighten 
your holidays! The lunch that day will be stuffed shells 
w/tomato sauce, seasoned spinach, garlic bread, pears, 
pineapple chunks, bread pudding w/vanilla sauce. Cost 
for lunch is by donation for those ages 60 and above and 
$6 for those under the age of 60. To make reservations, 
call 301-475-4200, ext. 71050. 

Holiday Wreath Centerpiece
Dazzle your friends and family at your upcoming holi-

day events by making your own holiday wreath center 
piece with fresh evergreens and flowers!  Learn to use a 
fresh floral foam wreath form to create your own custom 
piece complete with accent candle in glass votive to add 
that warm and cozy glow. Class will be at the Northern 
Senior Activity Center on Thursday, Dec. 19, from 10-
11:30 a.m. The cost is $25 and includes all materials and 
instruction. Space is limited. To sign up with payment in 
advance, please visit the front desk. For availability call 
301-475-4200, ext. 73103.

Diabetes Self-Management Program
Living with diabetes is a full-time job. The Diabetes 

Self-Management classes gives attendees tools need to 
take control of their disease. Topics covered include nu-
trition, stress management, medication management and 
many more! This class will be held at the Garvey Senior 
Activity Center on Mondays at 1:30 p.m., Jan. 6-Feb. 24. 
Space in the class is limited. Register by calling 301-475-
4200, ext. 71050. There is no fee to attend; however, at-
tendance at all six sessions is highly recommended. 

Educational Video Series
In January, the EVS (Educational Video Series) at the 

Loffler Senior Activity Center will present a Hallmark 
Hall of Fame movie that is based on a true story: Front 

of the Class tells the story of Brad, who, as a young child, 
started making funny noises - all the time. Only he and 
his supportive mother realized that he could not control 
it. He was teased, misunderstood, and punished for dis-
rupting class. By the time he was diagnosed with Tourette 
Syndrome, Brad had learned to hate school. When an un-
derstanding school principal offered encouragement, he 
decided to become a teacher. Now he has to find a school 
where someone with Tourettes can teach in front of a 
class. After 24 schools turn him down, he discovers one 
that will finally give him a chance. This movie will be 
shown on Wednesday, Jan. 8, at 10 a.m. (Free- 97 min-
utes) Register to see this movie by calling 301-475-4200, 
ext. 71658, or stop by the reception desk to sign up.  (Seat-
ing is limited to 16.)

Luncheon with Phil McKenney
Back by popular demand! Phil McKenney will be at the 

Garvey Senior Activity Center on Wednesday, Jan. 15, at 
12 p.m. for another great interactive music program. By 
the late 1950’s the Wild Men who had created Rock-n-
Roll just a few years earlier had been pretty much wiped 
out either by their own excesses, by the powers that be 
who hated them or by fate. A new group of clean-cut pop 
singers took over. They wore suits, skinny neckties, were 
non-threatening and controlled the record charts for the 
next several years. They were the Teen Idols, the second 
wave of rockers and this is their story! The menu for the 
day will be baked ham, green beans, tossed salad, WW 
dinner roll and a fruit cup. Cost for lunch is by donation 
for those ages 60 and above and $6 for those under the 
age of 60. To make reservations, call 301-475-4200, ext. 
71050.

Calendars
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Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

Sales & Service
Farm Equipment • Machine Shop

Home & Industrial Engines • Welding 

$283 Per Ton
40 Pound Bag $6.70

In Stock Now

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

301-884-5904
Fax 301-884-2884

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
 And AssoCiAtes, inC.

Serving The Community Since 1994

Group Health Insurance  • Individual Market Health Insurance
Dental •  Vision • AFLAC

Life Insurance • Short & Long Term Disability
Payroll Services

Call 301-884-5900 • 301-934-4680 • Fax 301-884-0398
info@cwwains.com • www.cwwains.com

Julie E. Wynkoop
President

John F. Wood, Jr.
Vice President

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
and Associates, Inc.

GROUP & INDIVIDUAL HEALTH • LIFE INSURANCE
EMPLOYER & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PLANNING

28231 Three Notch Road, Suite 101 • Mechanicsville, MD 20659
301-884-5900 (office) • 301-934-4680 (office) • 301-884-0398 (fax)

info@crossandwood.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential 
specialists serving the local area full-time for 30 

years. Locally owned and operated. Working 
owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.
410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274

Licensed, bonded and insured.
Ask about our low- pressure, no damage power 
washing services, using a soft brush to remove 

deeply embedded dirt.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Sacred bull (Egyptian 
myth.)
 5. One-time European money
 8. Disfi gure
11. Polish city
13. Move quickly on foot
14. Landlocked West African 
country
15. Used in aromatherapy
16. The greatest of all time

17. Type of horse
18. Volcanic craters
20. Type of graph (abbr.)
21. Supporters
22. North and South are two
25. Spread
30. Adjusted
31. Vietnamese offensive
32. Nazi architect
33. Nigerian peoples
38. When you hope to get 

there
41. Ridicules
43. Allied Powers vs. Central 
Powers
45. Produce
47. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea
49. Hebrew unit of liquid 
capacity
50. Type of sword
55. “Sin City” actress
56. Female reproductive cells
57. Affl icted
59. One point north of 
northeast
60. Garland
61. Spiritual leader
62. Negative
63. Tooth caregiver
64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
1. Form of “to be”
 2. A hand has one
 3. Thought
 4. Physical body
 5. Removes
 6. One who perpetrates 
wrongdoing
 7. Make one
 8. Kate and Rooney are two
 9. __ Ladd, “Shane” actor
10. Makes fun of

12. Space station
14. Gene
19. Satisfy
23. Livid
24. It comes after “et”
25. More (Spanish)
26. Electronic data processing
27. Buffer solution to separate 
DNA and RNA
28. Primate
29. Scattered
34. Evergreen tree
35. What engaged couples 
will say
36. Barbie’s friend
37. Midway between south 
and southeast
39. A position from which 
progress can be made
40. Showed up
41. Insecticide
42. Type of milk
44. Verandas
45. Annoyingly talkative
46. Abba __, Israeli politician
47. “Heat” director 
48. Plant genus
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Freedom fi ghters (slang)
58. Criticize
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Rope used as a lasso
7. Lomb’s partner
13. North African nation
14. Rounds up cattle
16. Densest naturally 
occurring element
17. Home of the Brewers
19. Atomic #44
20. Vetches
22. Moved earth with a tool
23. Cavalry sword
25. Supplements with 
difficulty
26. Encouraged
28. Speech defect

29. Periodical (abbr.)
30. Very cold
31. __ Paulo, city
33. Former OSS
34. Approves food
36. Cars need them
38. Sweden’s dominant 
phone company
40. Long lock of a woman’s 
hair
41. North American natives
43. Fly high
44. One type is fire
45. Nocturnal bird
47. More than one male
48. LOTR actor McKellen
51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
53. Tony-winning actress 
Daisy
55. Tennis star Kournikova
56. Pulitzer-winning 
composer
58. The opposite to pro
59. Safecrackers
60. Denotes past
61. Parrots
64. One quintillion bytes 
(abbr.)
65. Reduce the importance of
67. Stiffly
69. In a sensible way
70. Signs

CLUES DOWN

1. Capital of Zambia
2. Article
3. Country star LeAnn
4. Egyptian goddess
5. Afflict in mind or body
6. Showy but cheap
7. Belgian urban center
8. Short-winged diving 
seabird
9. Deploys
10. Ballplayers can legally 
do it
11. Centiliter
12. Contrary beliefs
13. Type of pole
15. Distinguish oneself
18. 8th month of the year 
(abbr.)
21. One who monitors
24. Petty quarreling
26. Fiddler crabs
27. Touch lightly
30. American state
32. Pro wrestler Randy
35. Indicates spelling mistake
37. Macaws
38. Gradually narrowed
39. Installments
42. Female sheep
43. Politician
46. Servant
47. Said to facilitate 
concentration
49. California ballplayers
50. Once Toledo’s tallest 
building
52. A type of pie
54. State of southwestern 
India
55. Principal member of 
Norse religion
57. Counterspy
59. Wellness practice
62. __-de-sac: dead end 
street
63. Used to cook
66. Type of hospital
68. Direct message

To the Editor
 Each year, the National Active and Retired Federal Employees (NARFE) 

St. Mary’s County Chapter 0969 solicit donations for St. Mary’s County 
Hospice and the Alzheimer’s Foundation. We, the Chapter members would 
like to express our appreciation to the managers of the following stores: 
McKay’s Hollywood, Charlotte Hall and Leonardtown; Ace Hardware 
– Leonardtown and Charlotte Hall; Chaptico Market; Tractor Supply – 
California; Dollar General – Ridge; True Value Hardware – Ridge and 
Walmart. In addition to the collections, NARFE Chapter member, Sherry 
Quade donated a handmade quilt with the Alzheimer’s Purple and the Hos-
pice Blue colors.  The quilt was raffled off at our October meeting.

 This year, NARFE Chapter 0969 collected $16,000.. The Chapter has 
made the following donations: $8,000 to Hospice of St. Mary’s, $4,000 to 
Alzheimer’s Research, $2,000 to the St. Mary’s Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion (Alzheimer’s Unit) and $2,000 to the Charlotte Hall Veteran’s Home 
(Memory Care Unit).

  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to the businesses an the 
NARFE 0969 Chapter members.

Judith Loflin, Chair
Ann Tippett, Co-chair

Hospice and Alzheimer’s Committee
NARFE Chapter 0969

Thanks to Local Businesses



Thursday, December 12, 2019The County Times40

LEONARDTOWN ACE HARDWARE
SHOPS AT BRETON BAY

40845 MERCHANTS LN. • LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

301-475-5800   RENTAL 301-475-8799

CHARLOTTE HALL ACE HARDWARE
30314 TRIANGLE DR. • CHARLOTTE HALL, MD 20650

301-884-0300   RENTAL 301-884-5393

WE ALSO SELL

EVERYTHING EVERYTHING 
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS

MOST POPULAR                 ITEMS


