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Appeals CGourt Rules for County in Comprehensive

Plan Gase

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Maryland Court of Spe-
cials Appeals (COSA), the state’s
second highest court, has de-
nied an appeal of a February 16,
2021, judge’s decision in Calvert
County Circuit Court upholding
the county commissioners’ Au-
gust 2019 adoption of the com-
prehensive plan. Four county
citizen plaintiffs had argued the
plan adoption was illegal because
Commissioner Kelly McConkey
should have recused himself in
the decision to put two properties
he owns in an expanded Hunting-
town Town Center in a prelimi-
nary 3-2 vote prior to the overall
plan’s adoption.

In a Dec. 27 written opinion
heavily peppered with case law
and legal jargon, the appeals court
ruled, “Calvert County Code does
not provide an express or implied
right of action for a violation of
its ethics ordinance, and even if it
did, the proper remedy would not
be invalidating the entire Plan.”

Regarding McConkey’s vote on
including his properties in the
Huntingtown Town Center, COSA
ruled, “Appellants and appellee
both agree that Commissioner
McConkey’s actions were purely
legislative. Voiding the legislation
because of concerns about a leg-
islator’s motivation is not a rem-
edy available under these circum-
stances. Further, even if we could
void a legislative act because of
conflict-of-interest concerns, the
provision that created the conflict
would be severable from the other
portions of the Plan.”

But they also observed that a
trial judge did not rule that there
was a conflict and voided an Eth-
ics Commission decision that
there was one because of an al-
leged conflict of interest by the

Commissioner Kelly McConke-y

commission’s chairperson.

The Ethics Commission ap-
pealed that decision which is still
pending before COSA.

The appeals court ruled that it
did not have the authority to void
a legislative act such as the adop-
tion of the comprehensive plan by
the county commissioners.

The appeals court, in its opin-
ion, introduces people not famil-
iar with legal jargon to the term
“ultra vires. *

The court wrote, “A court may
invalidate local legislation if the
local government in question did
not comply with enabling legisla-
tion requirements or acted ultra
vires.”

It said, “An act is ultra vires
when it is ‘beyond the scope of
power allowed or granted . . . by
law’,” adding, “Appellants imply
that Commissioner McConkey’s
participation in the Plan vote
was ultra vires because of his al-
leged conflict of interest. We do
not agree as we found nothing in
Maryland case law that indicates
an alleged conflict of interest (or
the alleged appearance of such a
conflict) is an ultra vires act.”

The court noted, “Appellants

* Ring Sizing

Was Your Christmas Gift
the Wrong Size?

We specialize in Alterations, Sizing & Repair

» Watch Band Shortening
+ Chain Shortening

next ask this Court to find that
there was a conflict. We do not
have the authority to do so.”

The court said there were rem-
edies for ethical violations. It
said, “We observe that the Ethics
Ordinance is a legislative scheme
that lays out the ethical boundar-
ies for government officials and
employee behavior. It allows the
Ethics Commission to issue fines,
cease and desist orders, and/or
seek injunctive relief and it pro-
vides a mechanism for the public

to file complaints to the Ethics
Commission.”

And even though, the court
ruled, citizens don’t have express
authority to file suit over ethics
violations, they do have remedies.
The opinion said, “A resident of
Calvert County could file an eth-
ics complaint to have their con-
cerns about a conflict of interest
addressed. Citizens who would
like to see Calvert County’s gov-
ernment move in a different di-
rection may run for office them-
selves or support a new candidate.
They may lobby a future Board of
County Commissioners to pass a
new Plan to replace the one that
appellants object to. We cannot
create a remedy where there is
none, particularly not when the
law provides explicit statutory
remedies to address concerns.”

The plaintiffs who filed the suit
against the county were Susan
Dzurec, Phyllis Sherkus, Michael
King, and Myra Gowans.

They could appeal the COSA
decision to the Maryland Court of
Appeals, the state’s highest court.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Berger & Otterbein's
Specialty Cookies

BOWEN'S GROCERY

Family Owned & Operated Since 1929

The Charm and Quality of the Past with the Convenience and Variety of Today

USDA Choice Beef
“Our Own” Freshly Ground Chuck

Steaks  Pork Chops - Fresh Chicken

Frozen Crab Cakes
From Dalys Seafood

Fresh MD Crab Meat
Lump « Jumbo Lump

Full Service Meat Department
Custom Orders Welcome

Hershey’s “BEST”

Hand-Dipped Ice Cream
12 Taste Tempting Flavors|

Half Gallons - 30 Flavors!
Pints « Ice Cream Cakes

FreshRolls | Chicken
Hot Soups Salad
Sandwiches
And Subs |Homemade
Hot & Cold | Desserts
Hot Lunch Specials

Available Monday - Friday

Amish Baked Goods

Delivered Weekly
Large Variety

FAST SERVICE - upcharge for while you wait,

subject to availability

*As Always, No Charge on G&H Christmas Purchases!

G &H Jewelers &

J Gemologists
45330 Alton Ln, California MD 20619 (301)862-1100 www.GandH.net

P

WINE - COLD BEER| LOCAL HONEY

4300 HUNTING CREEK RD ¢« HUNTINGTOWN, MARYLAND
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Tri County Livestock Auction
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month — Auction begins at 4 PM

Located Off MD Rt. 6 West — Charlotte Hall, MD
(closest physical address is 9033 Glock Place — Look for auction sign at entrance)
This auction is managed/conducted by the Tri-County Livestock Auction committee.

ONLINE ESTATE AUCTION

Can Am ATV; John Deere Riding Mower; Grills;
Cookware; Chafing Servers; Various Holiday
Decorations; Outdoor Lawn Furniture; Kitchenware;

Bedroom Furniture; Honda 3000 Generator; and More

Online Auction will close on
Wednesday, January 12, 2022
beginning at 6 pm

Auction preview
Friday, January 7, 2022 from 3 pm to 6 pm.
Westfield Farm Arena
Mechanicsville, MD.

www.FarrellAuctionService.co

NAA TR
: 301.904.3402 b

-~ AUCTION SERVICE

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

8a.m.
Virtual Program

VIRTUAL | | 8ih Annual

MARTIN
LUTHER
KING JR.

Prayer Celebration

at St. Mary's College of Maryland

10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Day of Service

Donate non-perishable
foods, teen-sized winter
clothing, new or gently worn
shoes and eyeglasses.

THE URGENCY OF CREATING
THE BELOVED COMMUNITY

Keynote address by Dr. Mary
Frances Berry, an activist in the
cause of civil rights, gender
equality and social justice.

STMARY’S

COLLEGE of YLAND

The National Public Honor.

Sponsored by St. Mary’s College of Maryland, St. Mary’s
County Branch NAACP The 7025, St. Mary’s County
Human Relations Commission, St. Mary’s County Public
Schools, the College of Southern Maryland, and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®, Nu Zeta Omega Chapter.

REGISTER FOR THE
EVENT ON ZOOM AT:
WWW.SMCM.EDU/MLK

CalvertHealth Moves to
Crisis Protocols

Response is to Surge in COVID-19 Cases

Due to a significant increase in
COVID-19 hospitalizations, Cal-
vertHealth is implemented crisis
protocols beginning December
29. Since December 1, Calver-
tHealth has experienced a 567
[ercent increase in treating admit-
ted COVID patients — from three
patients in the beginning of De-
cember to 20 today. This rise in
COVID patients in addition to the
number of other patients coming
to the Emergency Room and oth-
ers requiring hospitalization com-
bined with current staff shortages
required CalvertHealth to move to
crisis protocols for the safety of
our workforce and our patients.

“We have enacted our emergen-
cy plan of action and shifted to
crisis protocols after careful con-
sideration,” stated President and
CEO Dean Teague. During this
time, CalvertHealth has delayed
non-urgent surgeries, altered care
deliver to extend staff into critical
areas and expand its ICU capac-
ity, limited visitors into the hos-
pital and its practices, and worked
with local and state officials to
broaden COVID testing for the
community. “We will continue to
work with local government, state
officials and others to strategize
next steps,” Teague concluded.

CalvertHealth joins many oth-
er hospitals across the state also
transitioning to contingency or
crisis standards of care protocols.
These protocols are used in times

- N
&

of emergency when the demand
for health care pushes the limit or
exceeds the ability of the health
system to provide it.

“Our healthcare workers are
working as hard as they possibly
can to care for each and every
member of our community. We are
committed to doing our part, now
we need the community’s support
and assistance” said Teague.

There are a number of ways the
community can assist in the effort
to avoid a surge in the hospital.
These include: Use the hospital
Emergency Room (ER) for TRUE
emergencies; Call your doctor or
urgent care for non-life threaten-
ing issues; Get vaccinated and
boosted; Wear masks, social dis-
tance and wash hands frequently.

“We need to keep the ER avail-
able to those in our community re-
quiring emergent care. Please do
not come to the ER to be tested/
treated for COVID unless you are
experiencing trouble breathing;
persistent pain or pressure in the
chest; new confusion; or the in-
ability to wake or stay awake,”
said Teague.

Any community members who
have not yet received a vaccine
or those eligible for a booster
dose can schedule an appoint-
ment online: https:/www.calvert-
countymd.gov/vaccine or https://
coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/
vaccine
Press Release from CalvertHealth.

Find Us Online @

www.countytimes.net

[MNES

St Mary's Comnty « Calvert County
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By Dick Myers
Editor

Even before Chris Gadway was
appointed by Gov. Hogan to fill
the vacancy on the Calvert Coun-
try Board of County Commission-
ers (BOCC), he had decided he
was going to run for the office in
this June’s primary. He officially
filed his candidacy on June 28,
the date Tim Hutchins’ resigna-
tion for health reasons became
official.

Now he is running as an in-
cumbent, with six months expe-
rience under his belt. It’s been a
tumultuous six months in which
Gadway hasn’t shied away from
controversy.

The Republican, in an inter-
view last week, was reminded that
some new public officials say the
job wasn’t what they expected. “It
is more than I anticipated, but I'm
not surprised, and I’ve been really
enjoying it since day one.”

He was asked if a lot of the
work was mundane. He observed,
“The staff does a lot of the work
and presents it to us in a manner
that simplifies it for our sake. In
my typical week, I’ll pick up my
package on Friday afternoon and
I’ll spend probably anywhere
between five and eight hours
throughout the weekend going
through the package and checking
things to see, as much as we can,
comments and replies and doing
a little research on my own, com-
ing up with questions relating to
those presentations. So, although
some of it is in the kind of auto-
matic process category, I person-
ally still take the time to read each
presentation.”

He said he takes the time, “So
I can come in better informed
and understand because to some
degree, 1 obviously started mid-
stream. I’'m trying to learn like
drinking through a fire hose.”

As to an agenda if elected, he
said, “The original reasons why
I decided to run in 2019 are still
valid. There’s been a lot of things
that have happened since 2019 in
our world, in our county that have
affected what I would like to see
happen. I have learned that the
school board is doing what they’re
doing and what’s clear during
the meetings that I have multiple
questions for the school board,
and I’'m still puzzled why they
don’t remove the 10-person limit
that they arbitrarily imposed com-
ing back from COVID, which be-
fore they didn’t have limits.”

He added, “This week is a hor-
rible week for everyone in Mary-

Commissioner Chris Gadway

land, as far as the amount of CO-
VID case going up. But it looks
like people are not as sick as they
were a year and a half ago when
they got it. But looking at some
of the ways the health officers do
what they do, and the way statis-
tics are presented, those are all
things that I’ve been pushing for
in order to try and make it better
on all fronts.”

Gadway has thus been a fre-
quent critic of the school board
and Health Officer Dr. Laurence
Polsky.

Gadway said of imposing ad-
ditional restrictions on people,
“Absolutely, it’d be a last resort.
I am very much opposed to any
mandates, whether it be mask
mandates, vaccine mandates. I ab-
solutely believe that everyone in
our society deserves a right to live
the way they want to live, without
government overreach.”

Regarding the school board, he
said, “There’s a lot of talk from
parents that I’'m hearing that they
believe that the schools are not
necessarily teaching C R T (Criti-
cal Race Theory) but implement-
ing CRT. And that’s pretty much
the hot button topic that I believe
is one of the reasons why the
school board is limiting speakers
to 10 people, because many times
more than 10 people want to come
in and address the school board
about the CRT and the school
board will not respond to them.
I really believe that school board
needs to set up an open and hon-

est dialogue, an open house forum
like they did with the students a
couple months ago, but only with
parents, in order to allow the par-
ents to ask strong, pointed ques-
tions and get answers, instead of
just no reply from the board.”

He believes there’s been a
groundswell of support for his
positions.

As to whether it’s a partisan re-
sponse, he said, “I’m not going to
say that it’s partisan as Republi-
can, Democrat or Independent.
What I do want to say is that there
are clear differences between con-
servative values toward education
and liberal values toward educa-
tion, and those are dramatic and
significant in my opinion, and in
the opinion of a lot of the parents
that I hear from.”

With budget considerations
coming up, he said, “I'm really
interested in trying to see in the
school board budget where their
line items are coming in, in ref-
erence to paying for the teachers
and the staff first, then worrying
about the special programs.”

He said he will tell the school
board, “You should pay your
teachers first. And then the money

Gadway Seeks First Elected Term

that’s left over is what you should
divide up amongst your special
projects and things that you want
to do to outside the necessities.”

He insisted, “I’ve tried to make
it abundantly clear that in no way
shape or form are any of my votes
to be taken as against spending
the necessary funds in order to
give the children of our county the
good quality education that they
need and deserve. And Calvert’s
always been in the past known for
its great school system. And I am
not in any way, shape or form try-
ing to take away from it.”

“All the budgets I've ever done
have been line-item budgets. And
when it comes down to it, you’ve
got to figure out a way to make a
balance. I know that our county
employees are not on the same
pay parity as they are in some oth-
er counties around us. I am very
happy that we took action a couple
months ago in order to give the
county employees a couple of the
back steps that have been missed
for over a decade.” he said.

His campaign Facebook page is
Chris Gadway for Calvert, and his
website is chrisgadway.us

dickmyers@countytimes.net

BALDWIN
BRISCOE
STEINMETZ e

Full Service Premier Law Firm
PERSONAL INJURY
& CAR CRASHES

301-362-4400
WWW.BALDWINBRISCOE.COM
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Schools Reopen Despite Govid Spike

Calvert County Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Daniel Curry sent
out the following message to par-
ents last week. The schools didn’t
return Monday or Tuesday be-
cause of the snow, but the message
remained clear nonetheless -- un-
like neighboring counties, Calvert
was returning to the classroom:

“As the holiday break comes to
an end and we look forward to the
new year ahead of us, we hope that
everyone has had time to relax
and rest with family and friends,
and most of all, we hope that you
and your families have remained
healthy. As we celebrate the en-
trance of the new year, it is impor-
tant to share that Calvert County
Public Schools (CCPS) will return
to school as planned on Monday,
January 3, 2022.

“While we recognize that CO-
VID-19 positive cases are rising
in Calvert County, the decision to
open all schools was made after
careful consideration and ongo-
ing collaboration with the Cal-
vert County Health Department
(CCHD). Our goal continues to be
to successfully keep schools open
for in-person learning five days

per week through the end of the
school year.

“CCPS will continue to imple-
ment the following mitigation
measures to ensure the safety of
our students and staff.:

“Masking continues to be re-
quired for all staff members and
all students in all Calvert County
Public School buildings.

“Ventilation: Calvert County
continues to monitor ventilation
standards, HVAC equipment and
air scrubbers to ensure optimal
performance.

“Distancing to the greatest ex-
tent possible Since we have re-
turned fully, schools have pro-
vided distancing to the greatest
extent possible. In the next 2-3
weeks, it will be important for
school administrators and teach-
ers to continue to be vigilant re-
garding distancing protocols.

“During the winter break, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) revised quar-
antine protocols that were subse-
quently adopted by the CCHD and
CCPS. CCPS will continue to re-
cord positive cases in our schools
and notify the community of posi-

(301) 862-1000 or 1-855-764-(4GAS) 4427

tive cases. We ask that families
evaluate and communicate illness
with their child’s school. Students
and staff who are sick should re-
main at home, get a COVID test,
and report the illness to the school
nurse and/or their supervisor. Ev-
ery positive COVID test will re-
sult in a 5-day quarantine period,
and individuals must be symptom-
free before returning to school or
work. Those who must quarantine
under the direction of the CCHD,
or another agency will also do so
for five days. There is no early
test-out option, and those who
must isolate, or quarantine must
also mask in all settings for five
days after the conclusion of that
initial fiveday period. Students
and staff who are healthy and re-
main asymptomatic will be per-
mitted to attend school provided
they consistently and properly
wear a face covering and remain
symptom free.

“We continue to impress on our
school community that vaccina-
tions are important. Get vaccinat-
ed and get boosted!

“Happy New Year!”

SERVICE

-~
Calvert County Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Daniel Curry

Taylor Gas Company offers full service installation and repair for a
breadth of propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY

The customer is our top priority here at Taylor Gas. We provide 24 hour
emergency service and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland area.

EXPERIENCE

Combining extensive training with 68 years of on-the-job experience,
you can be sure that you'll be getting the best service available.
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Redistricting Gommittee
Sets Meeting Schedule

The Calvert County Redistrict-
ing Committee has set its meet-
ing schedule through ecarly Feb-
ruary, to consider the boundaries
for Calvert County Commissioner
Election Districts.

Meetings will be held in a hy-
brid format and are open to the
public:

Friday, Jan. 7 at 3 p.m.

Calvert County Circuit Court-
house, Second Floor, Commis-
sioners Hearing Room

175 Main St., Prince Frederick

Friday, Jan. 14 at 3 p.m.

Calvert County Circuit Court-
house, Second Floor, Commis-
sioners Hearing Room

175 Main St., Prince Frederick

Friday, Jan. 21 at 3 p.m.

Harriet E. Brown Community
Center, room 113

901 Dares Beach Road, Prince
Frederick

Friday, Jan. 28 at 3 p.m.

Harriet E. Brown Community
Center, room 113

901 Dares Beach Road, Prince
Frederick

Friday, Feb. 4 at 3
p.m. (tentative)

Harriet E. Brown Community
Center, room 113

901 Dares Beach Road, Prince
Frederick

The public may attend either
in person or virtually through
Zoom. Participants may also
dial in by phone (audio only).
Meeting access information
is available online at www.

Southern

CalvertCountyMd.gov/3014/

Redistricting-Committee.
Meetings will be recorded and

available to view on the Calvert

County Government YouTube
channel at www.youtube.com/
CalvertCountyGov.

Dates, times and locations may
be subject to change.

The Redistricting Committee
held its first meeting Monday,
Dec. 20, 2021, during which the
committee determined the dates
and format of its meetings.

The committee intends to come
to a conclusive recommenda-
tion by the Jan. 28 meeting, but
is planning for a tentative Feb.
4 meeting in case further discus-
sion is needed.

Redistricting is the process of
changing election district bound-
aries. The nine-member Redis-
tricting Committee is formed fol-
lowing the decennial census and
is charged with reviewing and rec-
ommending County Commission-
er election districts and bound-
aries to account for population
changes. For more information,
visit www.CalvertCountyMd.
gov/3014/Redistricting-Commit-
tee or contact the Redistricting
Committee staff liaison, Special
Projects Program Manager Ashley
Staples-Reid at Ashley.Staples-
Reid@calvertcountymd.gov or
410-532-1600, ext. 2201.

Press Release from Calvert
County government.

Maryland

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
REAL ESTATE - SERVICES
VEHICLES * EMPLOYMENT
CHILD CARE
GENERAL MERCHANDISE

WWW.SOMD.COM ¢+ CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR CHARLES, CALVERT, & ST. MARY’S COUNTIES

[7.Y) Wentworth Nursery
CHARLOTTE HALL FINAL

CLOSEOUT SALE

SALE at Charlotte Hall Location Only

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

Limited to items in stock at Charlotte Hall store. No transfers.

SAVE 30% TO 50% OFF

ALL BAG GOODS

All Mulch, Stone, Potting Soil, etc.

All Fertilizer, Grass Seed & Lawn Products
All Bird Feeders, Supplies & Seed

All Houseplants, Indoor Pottery and Bulbs

SAVE
30::

S AVE All Trees All Annuals

All Fruit Trees All Statuary

5 0% All Shrubs All Pottery
1.3 All Ground Covers  All Outdoor Pottery

All Perennials

AFTER CHRISTMAS SALE
All Christmas Decor

S Av E All Artificial Wreaths

0 All Greens
0 All Ornaments
o FF All Sales Final. No Returns
Christmas Sale at Charlotte Hall

and Prince Frederick Only
PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALL

Treat Your Landscape
To Somethmg Special
This Year! *

To Schedule an Appointment Call: 301-373-9245  800-451-1427

Now Scheduling Winter & Spring Installations
WentworthNursery.com/landscape-consultation

2 Charlotte Hall Prince Frederick Oakville
ﬂ;“/ o 30315 Three Notch Rd, 1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, 5 minutes North of Hollywood
3 OS =S (Charlotte Hall, MD Prince Frederick, MD 41170 Oakville Road

& 301-884-5292 410-535-3664 Mechanicsville, MD

800-558-5292 866-535-3664
Winter Hours: Mon.-Sat 9-5 & Sun 104

301-373-9245 » 800-451-1427
Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5, Sat. 7:30-3, Closed Sundays
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You may have

MONEY
waiting for you

Some capital
credit refunds
and other
checks have

not been cashed.

We would like
to refund the
money to its
rightful owners.

.
SMECO

People. Power. Progress.

21895 Pegg Road ¢ Lexington Park, MD 20653 « (240)725-0111

N )

Section of Galvert
Beach Road to Glose for
Construction

The Calvert County Department
of Public Works will close a sec-
tion of Calvert Beach Road in St.
Leonard, beginning on or about
Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022, for
construction improvements to the
existing culvert at 1447 Calvert
Beach Road.

Construction is expected to
continue through March 1, 2022,
weather permitting.

During construction, a section
of Calvert Beach Road between
Irving Court and Apple Way will
be closed to traffic in both direc-
tions. Traffic will be directed to
use Flag Harbor Boulevard and
Long Beach Road during the clo-
sure. Signs will be in place to no-
tify citizens of the closure and de-
tours to safe alternate routes.

Motorists are advised to use cau-
tion in the area while construction

-

is underway.

Find information on Calvert
County Government services on-
line at www.CalvertCountyMd.
gov. Stay up to date with Calvert
County Government on Facebook
at  www.facebook.com/Calvert-
CountyMd and YouTube at www.
youtube.com/CalvertCountyGov.

Press Release from Calvert
County government

Ag Commission
Awarded USDA Grant

The Southern Maryland Agricul-
tural Development Commission, a di-
vision of the Tri-County Council for
Southern Maryland, is the recipient
of a US Department of Agriculture
Farmers Market Promotion Program
(FMPP) Grant of $599,703.32, to
‘Build Resilience, Develop and Ex-
pand Direct Producer-to-Consumer
Markets and Increase Access to Local
Foods in Southern Maryland.’

According to the USDA press an-
nouncement released on November
23, 2021, the Farmers Market Promo-
tion Program (FMPP) awarded $37.5
million in funding to 88 projects to
support direct producer-to-consumer
marketing projects such as farmers
markets, community-supported ag-
riculture programs, roadside stands,
and agritourism. SMADC is the only
Maryland agriculture entity to be
awarded FMPP project grant funds in
this category.

SMADC’s winning project, ‘Build-
ing Resilience in Southern Maryland
Producer to Consumer Initiatives,’ ex-
pands the efficacy of SMADC's farm-
er/consumer resource and promotion
programs and Maryland Market Mon-
ey (MMM) Program, jointly admin-
istered in partnership with the Mary-
land Agriculture & Resource-Based
Industry Development Corporation
(MARBIDCO). The project will focus
on increasing consumer awareness for
direct producer-to-consumer markets
and access and availability of region-
ally produced agricultural products
and providing technical assistance for

value-added food producers.

FMPP Grant funds will also enable
the evaluation and expansion of the
MMM food access program to social-
ly disadvantaged, senior, and veteran
consumers and producers, increase
the efficiency and sustainability of the
program deliverables through state-
of-the-art technology for famers mar-
kets in combination with a targeted ad
campaign to connect federal nutrition
benefits shoppers to direct to con-
sumer outlets (farmers markets, farm
stands, on-farm markets, and CSAs)
that accept SNAP and FMNP.

“Our goal is to leverage SMADC
programs with the dynamic outreach
of MMM to increase farm and mar-
ket revenues and promote and expand
access to healthy local foods for con-
sumers,” commented Shelby Watson-
Hampton, SMADC Director. “We are
proud and excited to be the recipient of
this significant grant award to continue
to enhance SMADC’s important work
to insure a robust and resilient future
for farms in Southern Maryland.”

The FMPP awards/funding is made
possible through grant programs ad-
ministered by the Agricultural Mar-
keting Service (AMS) as part of the
Local Agriculture Marketing Program
(LAMP): the Farmers Market and Lo-
cal Food Promotion Programs (FMLF-
PP) and the Regional Food System
Partnerships (RFSP). To learn more
about SMADC programs for farmers
and consumers visit SMADC.com.

Press Release from SMADC.
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County Earns National
Parks and Recreation
Accreditation

The Calvert County Department
of Parks & Recreation has joined
the ranks of elite parks and recre-
ation agencies across the country
by earning accreditation through
the Commission for Accredita-
tion of Park and Recreation Agen-
cies (CAPRA) and the National
Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA).

CAPRA accreditation is the only
national accreditation for park and
recreation agencies and is a mea-
sure of an agency’s overall qual-
ity of operation, management and
service to the community. This
mark of distinction indicates that
an agency has met rigorous stan-
dards related to the management
and administration of lands, facil-
ities, resources, programs, safety
and services.

“Achieving CAPRA accredita-
tion is proof of Calvert County’s
commitment to provide world-
class parks, facilities and pro-
grams to our residents,” said
Board of County Commissioners
President Earl F. “Buddy” Hance.
“This serves as validation that our
Department of Parks & Recreation
uses best practices in all opera-
tions and holds it accountable to
meet the public’s needs. Congrat-
ulations to Director Shannon Naz-
zal and the entire Parks & Recre-
ation team, who worked hard for
this outstanding achievement.”

Calvert County is one of only
five parks and recreation agen-
cies in Maryland and 193 in the
United States to hold CAPRA
accreditation.

As part of the accreditation
process, Calvert County Parks &
Recreation demonstrated compli-
ance with 154 recognized stan-
dards and document all policies
and procedures.

Calvert County began the ac-
creditation process in 2018. The
process involves a formal applica-
tion, self-assessments, a site visit
that results in a written report and
a hearing with the commission to
grant accreditation. Once accred-
ited, the agency must uphold the
standards by submitting an an-
nual report and is reviewed again
in five years.
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CALVERT COUNTY
PARKS & RECREATION

“The rigorous, three-year pro-
cess took a tremendous effort from
all Parks & Recreation staff mem-
bers and this distinction marks
them as the high-performing team
I know them to be,” said Parks
& Recreation Director Shannon
Nazzal. “It has strengthened our
team, helped identify efficiencies
and heightened areas of account-
ability, which translates into high-
er quality service to our commu-
nity. Residents can be confident
that they are receiving the quality
of services that they deserve.”

The CAPRA commission is
comprised of representatives from
NRPA, the American Academy
for Park and Recreation Adminis-
tration, the National Association
of County Park and Recreation
Officials, the International City/
County Management Association,
the Academy for Leisure Scienc-
es, the Armed Forces Recreation
Network and the Council of State
Executive Directors. For more
information about CAPRA ac-
creditation, visit www.nrpa.org/
CAPRA.

The Calvert County Department
of Parks & Recreation strives
to enhance the health, economy
and well-being of the Calvert
County community through sus-
tainable practices, leisure op-
portunities and environmental
stewardship. For more informa-
tion about Parks & Recreation fa-
cilities and programs, visit online
at  www.CalvertCountyMd.gov/
ParksandRecreation.

For updates on Parks & Recre-
ation services, park availability,
field closures and more visit Parks
& Recreation at www.Facebook.
com/CalvertCountyParks and fol-
low @CalvertCountyParksandRec
on Instagram.

Press Release from Calvert
County government.
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Nominations Sought for
Women of the World

The Calvert County Commis-
sion for Women calls for nomi-
nations for the 2022 Outstanding
Achievement Awards by individu-
als or groups. Nominees should be
a woman or girl who has made sig-
nificant contributions to our com-
munity. Awards will be presented
at the 19" Annual Women of the
World (WOW) Celebration and
Recognition event which will be
held virtually on Saturday, March
12, 2022.

The four award categories are
as follows:

e Advocacy: To honor a woman
for outstanding leadership,
courage, tenacity, and effec-
tiveness to support policies
and practices that improve the
lives of Calvert County wom-
en or girls.

* Business Leadership: To honor
a woman for leadership and
effectively implementing busi-
ness practices that improves
the economic status of Calvert
County women or girls.

e Service: To honor a woman
whose service to community
has improved the quality of
life for Calvert County women

or girls.

e Woman of Tomorrow: To
honor a girl or young woman
(age 20 or younger) for effec-
tive leadership in the field of
advocacy, business, or service
to community. Note that the
main criterion is impact on our
community, not academics.

Deadline is January 1, 2022.

Nomination forms and more in-
formation may be found online at:
www.calvertwomen.org

Contact Calvert County Com-

mission for Women: calvertwom-
en@gmail.com, Joan Winship,
Chair; Tel: 202-494-2280
The Calvert County Commission
for Women was established by the
Calvert Board of County Commis-
sioners by Resolution on June 22,
1976. The Commission is charged
with improving opportunities for
women and girls by: promoting
women’s education and employ-
ment; being a voice and advocate
for women and girls; identifying
and studying relevant issues; be-
ing a clearinghouse on issues;
giving recognition to outstanding
women and girls.
Press Release from CCCW.

Online Inspections and

-

Citizens and businesses can pay
for, manage and print permits from
the comfort of their own home or
office through Calvert County’s
Encompass online portal.

Citizens can visit Encompass.
CalvertCountyMd.gov to register
for an account.

The online system allows for
residential building, electrical,
plumbing, gas and grading per-
mits, along with utility permits,
with more capabilities to be rolled
out in the future.

Online credit card and eCheck
payments are accepted through
the portal. A convenience fee of
2.7% for credit card payments and
$2.25 for eCheck payments will
be added to the permit transaction

Permits qutal itiated |

total.

“The goal of this online portal
is to make the inspections and
permits process easier, quicker
and more convenient for the citi-
zens we serve,” said Planning &
Zoning Director Mary Beth Cook.
“The user-friendly portal will
help remove the burden of having
to physically visit county offices.”

For additional information,
contact the Calvert County De-
partment of Planning & Zoning,
Office of Inspections & Permits
at 410-535-1600, ext. 2552, or by
email at inspections.permits@cal-
vertcountymd.gov.

Press Release from Calvert
County government.
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By Dick Myers
Editor

The first half of 2021 was domi-
nated by stories about the CO-
VID-19 vaccines. But even though
the county returned to some sem-
blance of normalcy in the second
half of 2021, as evidenced by the
return of the county fair, the pan-
demic was still among us, with
first the surge of the Delta variant
and then the Omicron.

JuLy

Our July 1 cover story was a
tribute to the five decades of pub-
lic service by Tim Hutchins, who
resigned in June from the county
commissioner board due to health
reasons.

His public service began from
the time he entered the U.S. Army
in October of 1965 and included
being a state trooper, Maryland
delegate, and head of the Maryland
Department of Veterans Affairs,
superintendent of the state police
and state Homeland Security Di-
rector in addition to his two and a
half years as county commissioner.

He was asked during a June 25
interview with The County Times
which of those roles he was most
proud of serving.

Without hesitation, Hutchins re-
sponded, “I was proud of being a
soldier. That doesn’t mean I'm not
proud of being a trooper or being a
legislator or county commissioner,
or just a plain citizen trying to
change a tire for somebody. But
there's something about those that
do our bidding for us in faraway
places.”

Commissioners President Buddy
Hance and Steve Weems attended
the June 22 courthouse green event
honoring the late former Com-
missioner Michael Moore. The
Calvert Branch of the NAACP and
Calvert Commissioners held the
event to commemorate a memorial
bench on the green that will honor
Moore. The bench arrived dam-
aged and had to be resent and did
not arrive for the ceremony. Pres-
ent at the event were also NAACP
President Michael Kent, Delegate
Rachel Jones, former commis-
sioner Wilson Parran, and Moore’s

family. Moore was the first elected
black county commissioner.

The July 1 issue provided an-
ticipation for the return of 4th of
July fireworks in Solomons. The
grassroots effort to bring back the
display had been so successful at
raising funds that several extras
were to be added this year to make
the event even more special, a
senior member of the Solomons
Business Association (SBA) said
this week.

Bringing back the fireworks af-
ter they had been cancelled came
about after a local business owner,
Kyle Webber, started a grassroots
campaign to raise the funds to go
on with the show.

The Calvert County Board of
County Commissioners (BOCC)
at their June 27 meeting held two
public hearings to reflect budget
revenue increases from federal
funding.

The first hearing reported an an-
ticipated reimbursement of 75 per-
cent of the cost to the county from
damage due to Tropical Storm Isa-
ias in August of 2020. The county
has estimated the damage will be
in excess of $7 million.

After the second public hearing
at also which no one spoke, the
BOCC voted to increase the bud-
get revenue by $5,405,818.19, the
amount the county has received
from Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act.

Our July 8 cover story had the
headline: “Calvert’s Most Dan-
gerous Intersections.”

Information provided to The
County Times from the Calvert
County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO)
via Delta Plus, which is the central
reporting program used for crash
reporting by Law Enforcement
Agencies in Maryland, shows that
from 2019 until now, these are the
five most dangerous intersections
in the county:

* Southern Maryland Blvd (MD
4)/Chaneyville Rd — Total: 24
crashes

* Solomons Island Rd (MD 2/4)/
Plum Point Rd — Total: 23 crashes

* Solomons Island Rd (MD 2/4)/

2021 Year in Review, Part 2: Delta,

Broomes Island Rd — Total: 19
crashes

e Solomons Island Rd/Chesa-
peake Beach Rd (MD 2 @ MD
260) — Total: 17 crashes

* Southern Maryland Blvd (MD
4)/Town Center Blvd — Total: 16
crashes

The first identified Delta vari-
ant case of the COVID-19 virus in
Maryland was identified in early
July in neighboring St. Mary’s
County. “The Delta variant thus
far appears to be highly trans-
missible and may be more likely
to cause severe illness, includ-
ing among unvaccinated youth.
Elsewhere in the country and
across the world, case rates and
hospitalizations are increasing
among unvaccinated populations
and the Delta variant is predicted
to become the dominant strain in
the U.S,” the St. Mary’s County
Health Department said in a press
release.

Another form of virus hit the
area. A nationwide ransomware
attack that hit thousands of busi-
nesses and organizations claimed
the Town of North Beach as one of
its victims. But Mayor Mike Ben-
ton says the impact will be mini-
mal because of computer conver-
sions initiated two years ago when
he took office.

Seven candidates were vying to
replace Hutchins, who resigned
effective June 28. The candidates
were:

e Mark Christian Cox, Sr. of
Huntingtown

e Christopher J. Gadway of
Huntingtown

* David Gatton of Port Republic

» Stephen A. Oberg of
Huntingtown

» Steven K. Sisk of Huntingtown

» Dave Suhosky of Huntingtown

* Donna M. Zupancic of St.
Leonard

The Chesapeake Beach Town
Council in mid-July was working
on proposed changes to the town
zoning code for short-term rent-
als. The proposals, however, were
not likely to mollify supporters
of the rentals because they will
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only be allowed in commercial and
maritime districts, and not in resi-
dential areas.

Maryland Governor Larry Ho-
gan appointed Chris Gadway to
succeed Hutchins as commissioner
for the 2nd Commissioner District.

Gadway is a member of the Cal-
vert County Republican Central
Committee. That body unanimous-
ly reccommended Gadway to the
governor.

Gadway, 50, lives in Hunting-
town with his wife Julie. “I'm
originally from Oregon,” he said.
“I went into the Coast Guard.
They brought me out to the DC
area. And after I got out of the ac-
tive duty, I ended up finding my
way shortly thereafter to Calvert
County.”

The new commissioner is a busi-
nessman. He owns Property Man-
agement of Southern Maryland.

Calvert County Public Schools
(CCPS) will be presenting a pro-
posed fall reopening plan to the
Maryland State Board of Educa-
tion by the end of July. The school
system’s proposal so far is to not
require masks or vaccinations for
students and staff.

Controversy continued to swirl
around the CCPS’ Anti-Racism
Policy. Some are associating the
policy with the teaching of the
controversial Critical Race Theory
(CRT).

But before several people spoke
on CRT at the school board’s July
15 public forum, Superintendent
Dr. Daniel Curry asserted: “There
is no such thing in Calvert County
as a curriculum on Critical Race
Theory.”

Mariam Canning of Calvert
Parents for Education said of
CRT, “This is not only politi-
cally charged, but inextricably
partisan.”

She added, “We know you're not
teaching the students CRT ideol-
ogy, but you are using the ideology
to transform classrooms into anti-
racist environments often referred
to as critical pedagogy. These
ideas aren't new and progressive
they're recycled bad ideas that
have failed across time with vastly
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different cultures.”

Chesapeake Beach Town Coun-
cil Vice President Derek Favret
announced his intent to step down
because his new federal job is lo-
cated in Newport News, Va. and
he and his family will be relocat-
ing there.

The announcement came at the
end of the town council’s July 15
meeting and caught his colleagues
by surprise.

Our July 29 cover story focused
on the “Growing Debate” about
the future of the Dunkirk Town
Center. There is only one resi-
dence there, yet town centers in
Calvert County are supposed to be
places that absorb growth so that
the rest of the county can retain its
rural character.

Dunkirk Town Center has ab-
sorbed the commercial growth
for northern Calvert County. But
the controversy persists around
whether the Dunkirk Town Center
should expand to include some
multi-family housing. And ques-
tions persist about vacant store-
fronts. And the 600-pound gorilla
in the room has always been the
lack of central water and sewer.

Calvert County received more
than $20 million in grants to
combat the effects of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The BOCC
was given a status report at their
July 27 meeting on how that mon-
ey was used. The largest amount
received, a little over $8 million
was in CARES Act funding for
things like diverting personnel and
services to other uses, to pay for
public health and safety employ-
ees, to provide assistance to small
businesses, to improve telework
capabilities for public employees,
for food programs, for personal
protective equipment, economic
support, housing support, public
health support, unemployment
benefits, facilitate distance learn-
ing, and assistance to the towns
of Chesapeake Beach and North
Beach.

The BOCC appointed two new
members to the county’s ethics
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commission.

Sonya Butler was appointed to
replace commission secretary Jen-
nifer Mazur, who was formerly the
commission chairperson. Accord-
ing to a document supplied by the
BOCC, Mazur chose not to seek
reappointment.

Alternate commission member
Lisa Alscott has been appointed as
a regular member to replace com-
mission chairperson, Wayne Mil-
lette, who resigned.

Thomas McClaren has been
appointed as an alternate to fill
Alscott’s position.

AUGUST

Impasse! That’s the best way to
characterize what happened last
week between the BOCC and the
school board)

The specific issue may be con-
sidered somewhat esoteric, but it
could be emblematic of a growing
community unrest about the school
board. The BOCC says it’s hearing
it from parents and other commu-
nity members.

What caused the standoff is
a requirement of the legislation
that created “The Blueprint for
Maryland’s Future,” an outcome of
what has been called the Kirwan
Commission.

The school board put forward
the name of the school system’s
Director of Resource Management
Kevin Michael to fill the position
due to “his educational experience
and skill set, and I hope you will
agree.” Superintendent Dr. Daniel
Curry wrote.

The BOCC feels because they
are the school system’s funding
authority (along with the state)
they should be the one choosing
the implementation coordinator
and are putting forward the posi-
tion of county administrator as the
one to fill that role.

Calvert County schools will
require all students, staff and visi-
tors in every grade from pre-K to
the 12th grade to wear masks in
school buildings regardless of
their vaccination status, the latest
plan for the return to classes in the
fall states.

The plan, released July 31, also
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stated that schools will return to
full capacity and instructional
programs.

Gerald Donovan, the owner of
the iconic waterfront resort, The
Rod n” Reel in Chesapeake Beach,
who also once served as its mayor
for nearly three decades, died July
31 at his home with his family. He
was 72.

Calvert County saw a concern-
ing jump in COVID cases this
month. During the first week of
July, 12 cases were diagnosed.
During the 3rd week of the month,
34 cases were diagnosed. The case
rate was 109/100,0000 residents,
which puts us in the High Trans-
mission category as defined by the
CDC.

It’s called “Serving the Un-
served,” an ambitious plan to
provide broadband service to
everyone who wants it in Calvert
County. But the joint project be-
tween the county and Comcast,
the county’s cable provider, has
slowed.

Deputy County Administrator
Linda Vassallo gave an update to
the county commissioners at their
Aug. 10 meeting. The update,
which included a Power Point
presentation, was essentially the
same one made on Dec. 1 of 2020,
indicating that not much has been
accomplished in the intervening
time.

Southern Maryland was the
second fastest growing area of
the state in the last decade, ac-
cording to 2020 Census data re-
leased Aug. 12. At 9.6 percent, the
three Southern Maryland counties
were only outpaced by the Subur-
ban Washington (Frederick, Mont-
gomery, Prince George’s) Region’s
11.2 percent. The state as a whole
grew 7.06 percent, to 6,177,224.

But Calvert County’s growth
rate in the last decade was far
behind Southern Maryland’s other
two counties. Calvert grew by 4.6
percent, compared to 13.7 percent
in Charles and 8.2 percent in St.
Mary’s.

The population changes are as
follows:

* Southern Maryland — 340,489
to 373.177.

* Calvert County — 88,737 to

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
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92,783.

* Charles County — 146,551 to
166,517.

e St. Mary’s County — 106.151 to
113,777.

On Aug. 19 we reported the
College of Southern Maryland
(CSM) announced it was postpon-
ing its transition to Phase 4: Nor-
mal Operations and will remain
in Phase 3: Reduced Operations
in response to the rising number
of COVID-19 cases and increased
positivity rates in Calvert, Charles
and St. Mary’s counties. This de-
layed shift in operations means
faculty, staff and students will be
required to wear masks indoors on
all campuses at all times, effective
immediately.

The decision by Superintendent
Dr. Curry to require all students
and staff to wear masks when
school starts on Aug. 31 drew pro
and con comments at the school
board’s Aug. 12 meeting.

Brendan Connell said, “I don't
think we should blindly follow
what other school districts have
done or what the CDC recom-
mends, as they're not educators.”

But Rev. Matt Humm, an Epis-
copal priest at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church and also a parent, said,
“I'm here mostly as a parent, as
much as somebody who believes,
as a person of faith, I'm respon-
sible for and to other people. So,
masking as I understand it is not
because I like wearing masks. |
hate wearing them in fact, but I
wear it to keep other people safe.
That's part of my belief that I'm
doing things to care for other
people.”

A suit has been filed in Calvert
County Circuit Court challenging
the Calvert County Public Schools
(CCPS) Anti-Racism Policy and
its implementation of it.

The suit by seven Calvert resi-
dents, who are either parents or
grandparents, says, “In recent
months, it has become evident that
the CCPS, Board, and Superinten-
dent, through the creation of new
polices, practices, and procedures,
seeks to implement certain tenets
of critical race theory and/or so-
cial justice reform into the CCPS
curriculum.”

The issue also was raised again
at the public forum at the school
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board’s Aug. 12 meeting, where

a representative of the Calvert
County Branch of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP) lent
strong support to the policy, while
a parent decried it.

A judge has reversed the deci-
sion of the Calvert County Ethics
Commission that Commissioner
Kelly McConkey had a clear con-
flict of interest by voting to place
two pieces of property he owns
into an expanded Huntingtown
Town Center. That vote preceded
the 3-2 vote that incorporated that
decision into an updated county
comprehensive plan.

The ruling by retired Prince
George’s County Circuit Court
Judge C. Phillip Nichols, former
chief judge for the county, was is-
sued Aug. 17. He ruled that then
Ethics Commission Chairperson
Jennifer Mazur at am Oct. 14,
2020, virtual meeting at which the
decision was made had “an appar-
ent conflict of interest and was
required to recuse herself...”

A report, promulgated by the
Maryland State Police analyzing
the number of times troopers
from barracks around the state
used force, showed that troopers
serving at the Leonardtown and
Prince Frederick barracks used
force more than any other state po-
lice units for 2019 and 2020.

For the prior years of 2017 and
2018 both barracks were among
the top three units reporting us-
ing force on suspects to affect an
arrest, with the Northeast barrack
holding the top ranking.

In 2019 Prince Frederick troop-
ers used force on suspects 25
times.

By comparison, La Plata-based
troopers used force just eight
times in 2019.

The North Beach Town Coun-
cil elected Lauren Kabler to the
council to replace Gwen Schiada,
who resigned. Kabler attended
her first session after the election
at the beginning of the Aug. 12
meeting.

SEPTEMBER

Our September 2 cover picture
was of kids returning to five-day
classes for the first time since the
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pandemic hit.

The Calvert County Ethics
Commission filed an appeal of
the ruling by a judge that reversed
their decision that Commissioner
Kelly McConkey had a clear con-
flict of interest by voting to place
two pieces of property he owns
into an expanded Huntingtown
Town Center.

The Chesapeake Beach Planning
and Zoning Commission complet-
ed the arduous and time-consum-
ing process of creating a draft of
the update of the town’s Compre-
hensive Plan. After a final edit by
commission members at the con-
clusion of a three-and-a-half-hour
Aug. 25 meeting, the clock will
begin to trick for 60 days before a
public hearing on the document.

“I think you have significantly
reduced development intensity in
a major way,” said town Planning
and Zoning Administrator Chris
Jakubiak during the meeting
discussion.

The BOCC established a nine-
member Redistricting Commit-
tee to draw the boundaries of the
county’s three election districts.

Redistricting committees are
established every 10 years in reac-
tion to the release of census data.

We remembered the 20th an-
niversary of 9/11 in our Sept. 11
issue.

The times were 8:46 a.m., 9:03
a.m., 9:37 a.m., and 10:03 a.m.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
described December 7, 1941, as “a
date which will live in infamy,”
and for generations stories were
passed down about where people
were and what they were doing at
the time the Japanese attacked the
American fleet stationed at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii.

So also, will September 11, 2001,
be remembered as a date that will
live in infamy as four hijacked
airliners, at the four above times,
crashed into the World Trade
Center twin towers, the Pentagon
and into a field in Pennsylvania,
short of its intended target, either
the White House or the U.S. Capi-
tol. It was an attack on America
by the militant Islamist terrorist
group al-Qaeda.

Construction began for three

pad sites at the Fox Run Shop-
ping Center in Prince Frederick.
According to a spokesperson for
KLNB, the center’s leasing agent,
the buildings for Burger King

and Popeyes will be delivered in
October and the multi-tenant pad
building will deliver spaces in No-
vember, with opening expected in
the Spring of 2022.

“It’s been a challenging few
weeks of school,” was the way
Calvert County Board of Edu-
cation Vice President Pamela
Cousins described the return to
full in-person learning after 18
months. The school system, like
many others in the state and na-
tion, has been plagued by a short-
age of school bus drivers, and stu-
dents and staff testing positive and
those in contact with them having
to be quarantined. And there is
continuing controversy about the
requirement of masking in school
buildings and on buses.

The Board of Education, on
a split vote, refused to lift the
limits on public comment at their
meetings. The motion at the Sept.
9 board meeting by member Pat
Nutter to remove the restriction
resulted in a 2-2 vote, causing the
motion to fail. This was the first of
repeated unsuccessful attempts by
Nutter to change the policy.

The CCPS will be using the
almost $15 million in additional
state school construction mon-
ies to advance funding for a new
Northern Middle School. The
monies are from the “Built to
Learn” program authorized by the
Maryland General Assembly.

Our Sept. 23 cover story told of
a 4-H farm family and their in-
volvement in the Calvert County
Fair, a sneak preview of the return
of the fair after a year’s pandemic
absence.

The first Calvert County fair
was held in 1886 on the farm of
Dr. Talbott in Smithville (now
Dunkirk). It’s been a tradition
ever since. For the first time in
anyone’s memory, the fair was
canceled last year due to the pan-
demic, but it’s back on track this
year for Sept. 29 to Oct.3,

Windy Willow Farm in Sunder-
land is one of the county’s farms
that is preparing for the shows and

Carrie Jones, 17, will be entering
three of them (goat, swine and
cattle).

The Calvert County Planning
Commission Sept. 15 unanimously
approved a Conceptual Site Plan
for the new 106,000-square-foot,
$37 million County Administra-
tion Building on Main Street in
Prince Frederick.

The building will be 74 feet
high, including 15 feet for a facade
to cover mechanical equipment on
the roof. It will have 325 parking
spaces, slightly more than the code
requires for the building’s size.
Some will be under the building.

The conceptual plan received
several approvals from the Board
of Appeals, including the addi-
tion of the fourth floor, at a recent
hearing.

A new citizen survey conducted
in conjunction with the update of
the Dunkirk Town Center Master
Plan seeks views on its future.

One question asks: “The
Dunkirk Town Center is the ‘gate-
way’ to Calvert County. What is
your vision for the Dunkirk Town
Center in 10-20 years?”

The greatest number of respon-
dents agreed on “a small-town
atmosphere with quality shopping,
services and restaurants.”

The second most favored reply
was “little to no change, stay the
same,” followed by “no traffic
problems.”

The Chesapeake Beach Town
Council extended for an additional
three months its moratorium
on major new developments in
town. The moratorium was due to
expire on December 18 and is now
extended to March 18.

Our Sept. 30 issue hailed: “It’s
Back: The Calvert County Fair is
Up and Running.”

The year 2021 would have been
the 135th in the timeline that is the
history of the Calvert County Fair
if not for that major historical mal-
function known as the COVID-19
pandemic. Instead, we’ll have to
gladly settle for a return of the fair
this year pretty much as everyone
remembers it, albeit a 134th one.

It’s a labor of love for a group
of volunteers known as The Cal-

...continued on pg. 14
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...continued from pg. 13

vert County Fair Board, Inc., an
all-volunteer, non-profit 501(c) (3)
entity that was established in 1940
“for the purpose of providing agri-
cultural education and promoting
the local farming community.”
The fair’s first official event, the
Miss Tranquility pageant and Lord
Calvert contest to pick the queen
and king to reign over the fair, was
held Sunday, Sept. 26. Gabrielle
Fox of Huntingtown High School
was crowned Miss Tranquility and
Koby Valentin of Calvert High
School chosen as Lord Calvert.

Even though it hadn’t been ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA), Health Officer
Dr. Polsky has authorized admin-
istering a Moderna booster shot
in Calvert.

Polsky made the announcement
at a contentious Sept. 28 brief-
ing to the BOCC during which he
was repeatedly pressed on issues
related to public confidence in
vaccinations.

Polsky vigorously defended add-
ing the Moderna booster in Calvert
to the Pfizer booster which re-
ceived FDA approval last week.

A commission tasked with com-
ing up with a state legislative re-
districting plan has issued a new
draft which creates a new senato-
rial district for Calvert County.

The plan released last week by
the Maryland Citizens Redistrict-
ing Commission, creates Senate
District 31. which includes all of
Calvert County and parts of south-
ern Anne Arundel County. The
new district would have 92,925
Calvert residents (the whole
county) and 42,546 Anne Arundel
residents.

Currently Calvert is split into
two senate districts: 27 which also
includes parts of Prince George’s
County and is represented by Sen-
ator Michael Jackson, a Democrat;
and 29, which also includes all of
St. Mary’s and is represented by
Senator Jack Bailey, a Republican.

For months the Calvert County
Board of Education and Calvert
CountyPublic Schools (CCPS)
have been bombarded with criti-
cism. At board meetings and in
social media they were berated
over issue such as Critical Race
Theory (CRT), masking, limiting
public comment, quarantining and
school bus transportation. Often
the tone was strident and some-
times personal.

At the board’s Sept. 23 meet-
ing, the tide turned, and support
surfaced from staff, parents and
others.

Stacy Taman, president of the
Calvert Association of Educational
Support Staff, said, “It has been
painful to witness the treatment
you have received at recent meet-
ings. And I could not allow those

voices to be the only voices in the
room.

“You have a strong community
that supports you.”

The much-publicized school
bus driver shortage isn’t the
only shortage impacting Calvert
County Public Schools as students
returned to the classroom for full
in-person learning. There’s also
a teacher and substitute teacher
shortage.

OCTOBER

The BOCC voted to begin the
process of reducing the density
allowed in a part of Prince Fred-
erick. The area impacted is zoned
New Town District and is largely
comprised of land known as Ar-
mory Square, the former home of
Calvert Middle School. The land
was sold by the county to a devel-
opment company.

The BOCC at their Sept. 28
meeting voted unanimously to be-
gin that downzoning process again
ahead of finalization of the e new
Prince Frederick Town Center
Master Plan.

Director of Planning and Zoning
Mary Beth Cook said the process
could take four to six months.

The BOCC endorsed a regional
“Complete Streets” plan. The plan
recommends 11 projects in Calvert
and St. Mary’s countries.

According to Tamara Blake-
Wallace, a transportation plan-
ner in the Department of Planning
and Zoning, “Complete Streets is
a term used to designate the need
for a street to function not only as
a transportation route for vehicles.
Streets should serve as a vibrant
mechanism to connect people to
places while accommodating all
individuals and modes.

Top priority in the plan is a more
than $1 million project for Tulagi
Place in Lexington Park. The next
three projects are in Calvert. They
are:

* $100,000 for Phase 2 of the Sol-
omons Island sidewalk.

e $300,000-$400,000 for cross-
walks on Patuxent Parkway.

* $500,000 to $1 million for a
sidewalk along Appeal Lane in
Lusby connecting the schools and
the senior and community center.

The BOCC approved applying
for a state grant on behalf of End
Hunger in Calvert County. The
$550,000 grant, if approved, will
be used towards completing End
Hunger’s new $7.3 million ware-
house in Huntingtown. The proj-
ect has been slowed because of the
pandemic and construction supply
chain problems.

The unanimous approval came
after an Oct. 5 public hearing at
which no one spoke.

North Beach Councilwoman
Jane Hagen passed away Octo-
ber 1. Her obituary from Rausch
Funeral Home said Hagen passed
away “peacefully in her sleep.” She
was 80 years old.

Her passing was noted with sad-
ness on the town website.

“We know that coming togeth-
er, these three organizations, will
make us stronger as a region and
as a community,” Shelby Potts
told the Calvert County Board of
County Commissioners at a recent
meeting. Potts was referring to
the new United Way of Southern
Maryland (UWSOMD), formed in
a merger of the three former Unit-
ed Way organizations in Calvert,
Charles, and St. Mary’s counties.
The new organization became of-
ficial on Sept. 1. Potts is a
board member of the new organi-
zation and was on the board of the
former United Way of Calvert Cun-
ty. She said, “This integration was
a long, thought-out process and was
sparked by the desire to stream-
line backroom operations, share
success with programming in our
communities and take advantage of
the multi-faceted resources avail-
able in each one of our counties.”

Melvin G. “Mel” Brennan, 111 be-
came the new organization’s chief
executive officer on Oct.l. “We
believe that we have found an ex-
cellent leader in Mel Brennan. He
brings a breadth of training and
experience to the United Way of
Southern Maryland, as well as a
passionate belief that, by working
together, communities can improve
the lives of those in need,” said Su-
sie Fowler, UWSOMD president
and former vice president of United
Way of St. Mary’s County.

The Calvert County Health De-
partment reported that since school
opened there have been 198 stu-
dents who have tested positive for
COVID 19 and 12 staff members.

Those positive cases have led to
796 “exclusions,” which are de-
scribed as quarantines “due to
close contact.”

The two schools that have regis-
tered the greatest number of cases
since school opening are right next
to each other: Plum Point elementa-
ry and middle schools in Hunting-
town. Since the start of school, the
elementary school has had 138 ex-
clusions and the middle school 131.
The two schools represent a third
of all exclusions.

As if the shortage of school bus
drivers wasn’t enough of a problem
for Calvert County Public Schools
(CCPS), there’s now been a driver
strike, alternately billed as a “sick
out.”

On Oct. 11 and 12, prior to press
deadline, almost two dozen drivers
stayed away from their buses, caus-
ing massive problems for parents
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and their children.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Daniel Curry reported Monday
“Today, there were 22 busses that
did not run and eight schools that
were impacted by absent drivers.”

The appeal in the suit against
Calvert County by four citizens
seeking to overturn the county’s
2019 adoption of a revised com-
prehensive plan was heard Oct. 12
by the Maryland Court of Special
Appeals, the state’s second highest
court. In late December the court
ruled in the county’s favor

Although the deadline for filing
is months away (Tuesday, February
22, 2022), some candidates have
already filed their intention to be
on the June 28, 2022, primary elec-
tion ballot.

One thing possibly holding back
early filers is the ongoing redis-
tricting process, which could de-
termine which district a potential
candidate lives in.

The state redistricting commit-
tee, for instance, has issued a pro-
posed redistricting plan that creates
a state senate district that includes
all of Calvert and part of Anne
Arundel. Under than plan, Dis-
trict 27 incumbent Senator Michael
Jackson would be moved out of his
current seat shared between Prince
George’s and Calvert and into a
new district in Prince George’s.
Jackson recently told The County
Times he did not believe that plan
would prevail in the general assem-
bly which has to pass it.

Meanwhile, Jackson has filed
for re-election to the seat that for-
merly belonged to the late Senator
Thomas V. “Mike” Miller, who was
a long-tine senate president. Jack-
son was appointed earlier this year.
He had previously been a delegate.

Although he hadn’t formally
filed, Prince Frederick attorney
Jason Fowler announced his candi-
dacy for Jackson’s seat in the Dem-
ocratic primary. Fowler made his
announcement at a launch party on
Friday, Oct. 22 at Dream Weaver
Café¢ in Prince Frederick.

Although neither of the school
incumbents has filed yet, two
other candidates have for the non-
partisan election: Tracy McGuire
of Huntingtown and Jana Post of
Sunderland.

More than 30 people spoke at a
town hall meeting to solicit ideas
for what state-mandated police
reform will look like in Calvert
County. The Oct. 12 meeting was
held in person at the Harriett Eliza-
beth Brown Center and virtually
via Zoom.

One town hall speaker said, “We
need the police, but we also need
accountability.”

Although there was some direct
criticism of the police and non-
critical support, the majority of
the speakers walked the fine line

between supporting the police but
recognizing there were some bad
apples among their ranks, noting
the several highly publicized inci-
dents of white police officers kill-
ing black citizens.

The Maryland Citizens Redis-
tricting Commission has approved
its final proposed draft maps.

The plan as presented on the
commission website, if it holds up
under legislative scrutiny, could
alter Calvert County’s political
landscape.

The final draft proposal creates
a Senate District 31 that includes
all of Calvert County and a sub-
stantial portion of southern Anne
Arundel County, all the way up to
Edgewater.

That final draft plan would re-
move both of the senators repre-
senting Calvert and create a senato-
rial district without an incumbent.

The proposal, however, did not
survive that proposed at year’s end
by the legislature’s redistricting
advisory committee.

When representatives of the
Maryland Department of Trans-
portation (MDOT) had their an-
nual meeting with the Calvert
County Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) on Oct. 26,
they heard what was undoubtedly
the umpteenth pitch in support of
a new Governor Thomas Johnson
Bridge. The bridge is not included
on the state’s six-year Consolidated
Transportation Plan.

Commissioner President Buddy
Hance said, “I just want to high-
light the Thomas Johnson bridge.
As you know, it’s our highest pri-
ority. There is a talk in Congress
of infrastructure money that can
move out to states. But what we
need the state to do is prioritize the
Thomas Johnson bridge because
without it being a priority, it will
never get federal funding. I don’t
know, what’s currently on the fed-
eral state priority list, but we would
greatly appreciate some movement
to get that bridge prioritized so that
we can get some federal funding.”

A change in the county’s Compre-
hensive Water and Sewer Plan has
been approved that paves the way
for more intensive development of
a three-acre property on Route
231 west of Prince Frederick.

The property is located at 2470-
2490 Hallowing Point Road and
consists of three one-acre parcels,
zoned Rural Commercial.

The proposal to change the wa-
ter and sewer plan was the subject
of a joint public hearing with the
county commissioners and plan-
ning commission on Oct. 20.

NOVEMBER

Our November 4 cover story
noted that Calvert County Sheriff
Mike Evans was a state trooper in
the county in the 80’s and 90’s. It

was what he always wanted to do.

He was 38 years old when trag-
edy hit. “I got an infection from a
simple surgery,” he explained. “It
caused me to retire from the state
police. And I was in the prime of
my life.”

It struck him hard. “You have
no idea. I went through depres-
sion. It was incredible what I went
through, so I can understand what a
lot of people go through. What kept
me together was a much stronger
family, some good friends that kept
working out. And I was fortunate
because the way the law was writ-
ten, although I couldn’t be a state
trooper again, I could be a court
security guy. And that’s what I did.
Even though it was a deputy sher-
iff, it was called court security, and
I was able to come back and do that
job.”

The idea of running for sheriff
came about when he attended his
20-year high school reunion and
ran into an old classmate Vonzell
Ward, who told him he was running
against Bootsie Stinnett for sheriff.
“And I said, ‘Vonzell, I love you
like a brother, but if you could be
sheriff, I can too.” And when I saw
what he did and what happened,
that he was elected sheriff back in
1998, the thought process in my
mind was, you know, maybe I can
come back and do something more
for this county.”

And he did run and won in 2002
and is now in his fifth term and
eyeing retirement next year.

It took $2.6 million, but school
bus drivers for the bus contrac-
tors for Calvert County Public
Schools (CCPS) were back on the
road Monday, Nov. | after striking
the week before. The settlement
announced late Friday involves the
school system giving contractors
monies for their divers to receive
pay hikes ranging from $5 to $9 an
hour depending on length of expe-
rience. It also guarantees drivers
payment for eight hours for every
school day.

School Superintendent Dr. Dan-
iel Curry said the county commis-
sioners had agreed to split the cost
with the school board. Curry said
he hoped much of their cost could
be absorbed from transportation
savings.

Calvert County Republican Cen-
tral Committee Chairperson Cath-
erine Grasso says she is running
for the Third Commissioner Dis-
trict seat currently held by Kelly
McConkey. The incumbent com-
missioner has not yet filed although
political newcomer Evan Turzanski
has.

Grasso told The County Times on
Nov. 2 that she intended to notify
the central committee on Nov. 3 of
her resignation as chair. She said
she would not hold any leadership
position during her campaign.

Citizens’ case against Calvert Coutny over revised
comprehensive plan was heard on Oct. 12

A
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Michael JcI‘(sn filed for candidacy

MDOT and Calvert County’s Commissioners
pitched new plans for the Governor Thomas
Johnson Bridge
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Calvert County Republicn Committee Chairperson
Catherine Grasso
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Parents of children 5-11 are encouraged by
Coutny Health Officer Dr. Polsky

‘e
Appointed Chesapeake Beach councilwoman
Margaret Hartman

Masks mandates in school

COVID-19 vaccination shots are
beginning to make their way into
the arms of children aged 5-11
in Calvert County Public Schools,
doctor’s offices and drug stores.
Health Officer Dr. Polsky is en-
couraging parents to buy in.

At a briefing to the Calvert Coun-
ty Board of County Commissioners
(BOCC) on Nov. 7, Polsky observed
that the county’s positivity rate had
declined to around five percent, the
threshold for community spread.

“Even with the reduction this pre-
vious week,” he said, “we’re still in
the high transmission range”

Five Chesapeake Beach residents
applied to fill the vacancy on the
town council. The five have been
certified as eligible by the town
election board. They will be inter-
viewed by the town council before
the Nov. 18 council meeting.

The candidates are: Margaret
Pauline Hartman, Kathleen Be-
rault, Gregory Kernam, John Car-
ey, and Richard A. Burch. Hartman
was later appointed

The Town of North Beach has
applied to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for
$450,000 worth of damages from
the Nor’easter storm that hit the
area on Oct. 29.

The most significant damage was
to the boardwalk north of 7th Street
that runs in front of eight houses.
The boardwalk railing was dam-
aged and there was significant ero-
sion under the boardwalk, although
Mayor Mike Benton says he doesn’t
believe the 250 feet of boardwalk
impacted will have to be replaced.

The public hearing by the Chesa-
peake Beach Planning and Zoning
Commission on the proposed town
comprehensive plan update fea-
tured a dozen speakers and much
criticism of it by two of the town’s
largest businesses. Representatives
of the Rod ‘N Reel and Abner’s
Crab House chided the plan for its
impacts on their businesses and
their growth plans.

Planning and Zoning Adminis-
trator Chris Jakubiak at the Nov.
9 public hearing said of the pro-
posed plan, “It reccommends zoning
changes that would ultimately re-
duce the possibility of future hous-
ing to about 55 more dwelling units
within the town.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Curry announced he is retiring at
the end of the school year next July
1. Curry made the announcement at
the Nov. 11 school board meeting.
He said he had informed the school
board of his decision in September.

Curry said after 48 years in edu-
cation, including 34 years as a su-
perintendent, “It is tine I try some-
thing else.”

“You’re looking at very conser-
vative police officers up here,”
said Calvert County Republican
Sheriff candidate Mike Wilson. “I
think we all see them on the same
page where we support the Consti-
tution of United States.”

Wilson was one of five candi-
dates for the office attending a fo-
rum Nov. 18 at the American Le-
gion Stallings Williams Post 206
in Chesapeake Beach. Although
the general election is more than
a year away and the primary is in
late June, the forum drew a large
crowd indicating early interest in
the wide-open election with Sheriff
Mike Evans not seeking reelection.

Four Republican candidates and
the sole Democrat so far appeared.
Republicans are Craig Kontra,
Dave McDowell, Richard T. Cox,
Jr. and Wilson. The Democrat is
Vaughn “Jay” Johnson.

The BOCC issued a statement ex-
pressing concerns about the per-
formance of Health Officer Dr.
Polsky. And the community has
rallied in support of Polsky, with
more than 1,500 citizens signing a
petition indicating that.

DECEMBER

Our contributing writer Dave
Spigler remember popular mereolo-
gist Doug Hill who passed away in
North Carolina. He formerly lived
in Calvert.

“To all who knew him or may
have worked with him, Doug Hill
was considered the ultimate friend
and team leader during his more
than 33 years presenting the weath-
er on local Washington television
and radio. More than a meteorolo-
gist, he became a personality that
came into your home each day with
a refreshing outlook and would
win you over with his gentlemanly
charm and pleasing, warm style,”
Spigler wrote

The BOCC at their Nov. 30 meet-
ing was given an update on the
latest non-tidal stream monitor-
ing in the county. The data was
compiled by researchers Dr. Lora
Harris and Dr. Jeremy Tesla from
Chesapeake Biological Lab (CBL)
under a grant set to run out.

Dr. Harris reported improve-
ments to south county creeks but
still sone issues in north and cen-
tral county streams.

The sampling at 26 sites measured
phosphorus, nitrogen, suspended
solids and stream discharge.

Fishing Creek in Chesapeake
Beach had high levels of pollut-
ants in all four measured catego-
ries, Dr. Harris reported. Also with
high levels were Helen Creek and
several streams in the Hall Creek
watershed.

The woman who started the
Change.org petition drive in sup-

port of Calvert County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Laurence Polsky reported
that the county commissioners
have backed off on their attempts
to get him fired. Lucinda Keller,
a Huntingtown dentist, posted on
Dec. 1: “Thank you so much for
signing and sharing this petition!
The Commissioners decided to
withdraw their request for Dr. Pol-
sky to resign. It’s all of us individu-
ally who made this happen by let-
ting them know of their misguided
idea to replace the health depart-
ment leadership at this critical
time. Thank you also to those who
directly sent messages to the Com-
missioners and the Maryland state
health secretary! When we work
together, we make good things hap-
pen. That is the power of individual
constituents in a democracy!”

He was proud of being a World
War II veteran, having served in
the Navy and awarded the Asiatic-
Pacific, American Theatre, and
Victory medals.

He came home to Calvert County
and became a businessman.

Soon he entered a long carcer as a
public servant.

His list of volunteer activities
would go on for pages.

He was a deeply religious man.

He was a family man, completely
devoted to his wife of 69 years.

Bernie Fowler, a Calvert County
legend who died Dec. 12 at the age
of 97 at his home at Asbury-Solo-
mons, will probably have his last-
ing legacy firmly embodied in his
love of the Patuxent River.

Should Calvert County’s three
commissioner districts remain the
same for the next 10 years. That’s
the prime decision for the county’s
redistricting committee as they be-
gin meeting to come up with a rec-
ommendation to give to the county
commissioners. According to com-
mittee chairman Wilson Parran,
who also was on the past two com-
mittees, 10 years ago they recom-
mended a change and the then com-
missioners decided to keep them as
is.

Parran says that with the 10 per-
cent guideline for population dis-
parity between districts, they could
remain the same this tine as well.

The southern county Commis-
sioner District 1 has the lowest pop-
ulation based on the newest census
data. That district has 28,617 resi-
dents, compared to District 2 with
32,444 and District 3 with 31,709.

At the commission’s first meet-
ing on Dec. 13, Election Director
Gail Hatfield presented a proposed
change which would take a por-
tion of St. Leonard along Planter’s
Wharf Road and move that from
the 2nd District to the 1st District.
That would shift 1,350 residents,
and with that one move, Hatfield
said, bring the county into balance.

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Local Fossils Retell Prehistoric Shark Bite

Story of Extinct Shark Scavenging

Locally found fossils tell an
incredible story of interaction
between a prehistoric shark and
whale. In a recently published
paper in the French paleontologi-
cal journal, Carnets de Geologie,
Calvert Marine Museum (CMM)
paleontologists describe a 12-15
million- year-old Miocene baleen
whale radius (one of the flipper
bones) that was bitten repeatedly
by a prehistoric shark.

The shark bites and head-
thrashings were so forceful that
both the upper and lower teeth
in the jaws of the shark cut mul-
tiple gouges into the whale bone.
At least three successive bite-
shake traces, made by multiple
teeth, mark both the upper and
lower sides of the whale radius.
These bite-shake traces consist of
shallow, thin arching gouges that
likely indicate scavenging rather
than active predation. The most
likely way the three sets of shark
bite-shake traces would have been
made were by repeated biting as
the shark re-positioned the whale
flipper in its mouth to remove
flesh.

“This bone is very unusual be-
cause it preserves so much evi-

Figure 1:

A Miocene baleen whale radius (flipper bone)
preserving arching gouge marks on both its upper
and lower surfaces. A. Dorsal (external) view.

B. Ventral (internal) view. Numbers 1-3 mark the
locations where the shark teeth raked the surface
of the radius. Numbers 1-1, 2-2, 3-3 correspond to
bite traces made at the same time on the radius by
teeth in opposing jaws.

dence of head-thrashing behavior
of an extinct shark feeding on an
extinct whale” said CMM Cura-
tor of Paleontology, Dr. Stephen
Godfrey.

The well-preserved bone was
found along Calvert Cliffs, one
of the most fossiliferous regions
on the east coast of the continen-

Figure 2:

One possible view of the origin of the bitten Miocene whale radius. The whale could also have been bloat-
ed and floating belly up at the time the shark bite traces were made. Furthermore, the bones at the end

of the flipper may already have been missing and/or eaten when the shark clenched down on the whale’s
radius. Original artwork by Tim Scheirer and Clarence (Shoe) Shumaker. © Calvert Marine Museum.

tal United States, by local fossil
hound Douggie Douglass. In ad-
dition to the innumerable body
fossils, the Calvert Cliffs pre-
serve trace fossils, which reveal
evidence of animal behavior, in-
cluding burrows made by inver-
tebrates, coprolites (fossilized

poop), and fossilized bones with
shark bite traces.

Visitors are invited to view this
and other fossils in CMM’s Mez-
zanine Gallery exhibit, Sharks!
Sink Your Teeth In! on display
through December 2022.

Press Release from CMM.
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SENIOR LIVING

CROFTON RIVERWALK

443.494.6901
1301 Clarity Drive
Independent Living

Assisted Living | Dementia Care

LET YOUR
LIFE SHINE

WITH PREMIER SENIOR LIVING CLOSE TO HOME

Just north of Calvert County, Brightview’s award-
winning communities in Crofton and Edgewater are
making life bright for Maryland seniors. We invite you
to visit one or both of of our comfortable communities,
get to know our teams, and discover how Brightview’s
personalized services, support, and enriching lifestyle
can make life brighter for you and your family, too.

BRIGHT\ﬁzW

SENIOR LIVING

SouTH RIVER

410.956.7310
8 Lee Airpark Drive in Edgewater

Assisted Living | Dementia Care

BRIGHT\@W

SENIOR LIVING
CROFTON RIVERWALK

BRIGHT\@W

SENIOR LIVING

SOuUTH RIVER
Edgewater

WE'RE VACCINATED AND WELCOMING NEW RESIDENTS.

Ask about our immediate availability at Brightview Crofton Riverwalk

or Brightview South River today!
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To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior

Thursday, January 6

Sea Squirts

Calvert Marine Museum

10:15 am. & 11:15 a.m.

This program invites children
18 months to 3 years, with an
adult, to discover the museum
together through music, stories,
and special activities. Join us for
story time and a take away craft,
available while supplies last. Ses-
sions are 25-40 minutes. Sign
up at the Admissions Desk when
you arrive. This month’s theme is
Lighthouses.

Transfer Thursdays

College of Southern Maryland

1 am., Zoom.

CSM hosts transfer institutions
virtually each Thursday from 11
a.m. — | p.m. Representatives from
two different institutions will be
available to chat with students and
help navigate their future transfer
experience. RSVPs are required
to access Zoom information. Free.
https://www.csmd.edu/student-

services/transfer-services/trans-
fer-fairs/index.html

Sunday, January 9

Bluegrass Comeback to
Southern Maryland Concert
Series-2022

Calvert Elks #2620,

1015 Dares Beach Road

Prince Frederick, 2-5 p.m.

To start off the Bluegrass Come-
back series, will be the Larry Ste-
phenson Band. Always a favorite
to Southern Maryland Bluegrass
fans. Larry is from King George,
VA, but makes his home in Nash-
ville, TN. He will kick off his
2022 touring schedule by joining
us at the Calvert Elks.

The remainder of the series will
be on Sunday February 20, 2022,
with Danny Paisley & the South-
ern Grass and Sunday March 13,
2022, with Sideline Bluegrass
band. Troy Jones will continue
to be our sound engineer for the
event. Opening each show will be
show host, Jay Armsworthy, along
with a different special guest for

(Y St Mary’s Omﬂligcalven Gnunly
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each show. For more information
about the shows or tickets, call
301-737-3004 or go to bluegrass-
comeback.webador.com/

Thursday, January 13

Sea Squirts

Calvert Marine Museum

10:15 am. & 11:15 a.m.

This program invites children
18 months to 3 years, with an
adult, to discover the museum
together through music, stories,
and special activities. Join us for
story time and a take away craft,
available while supplies last. Ses-
sions are 25-40 minutes. Sign
up at the Admissions Desk when
you arrive. This month’s theme is
Lighthouses.

Transfer Thursdays

College of Southern Maryland

1l am. Zoom.

CSM hosts transfer institutions
virtually each Thursday from 11
a.m. — 1 p.m. Representatives from
two different institutions will be
available to chat with students and

i
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to our Thursday publication.
help navigate their future transfer
experience. RSVPs are required
to access Zoom information. Free.
https://www.csmd.edu/student-
services/transfer-services/trans-
fer-fairs/index.html

Maritime Performance Series
with

DIANE DALY

Calvert Marine Museum,

Friday, Jan. 28, 7p.m.

Diane Daly is a vocalist of
moody contrasts and evocative
depth. Certainly, one who can-
not be pigeonholed into one par-
ticular style. Diane has spent her
career exploring a world of music
from the strictest classical solos to
avant-garde cabaret. Performance
is in the museum’s Harms Gallery
starting at 7 p.m., doors open at 6
p-m. with beer and wine for sale.
Tickets are $20 online at bit.ly/
MaritimeConcerts, and $25 at the
door, unless otherwise noted.

STOP BY M-F 10AM - 4PM 43251 RESCUE LANE ¢« HOLLYWOOD - MD
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PARKING LOT

By Ronald N. Guy Jr.
Contributing Writer

This column’s title suggests that
a perch high in actual or figurative
bleachers offers a broader perspec-
tive on sports - and life. The wider
vantage point sacrifices intricate
details, but it reveals a bigger pic-
ture and the interaction of forces in
simultaneous motion that allows for
more predictable and better under-
stood outcomes.

The theory is sound, and it has
largely served this column well
(I hope) for its nearly 13 years of
existence. But now? In this asyn-
chronous, asymmetric and often
unrecognizable world?

If any sense is to be made of our
confusing recent history, it is fair to
question whether a bleacher-view
would be any more advantageous
than any other seat in the world’s
metaphorical stadium. A ticket to
the cheap seats, where the acquisi-
tion of wisdom once awaited, may
now only offer a nosebleed, an
oxygen-starved brain and burning
quads from the steep, vertical hike.

But here goes something for
2022 — from the bleachers, the
mezzanine, field level seats or the
parking lot. Yes, the parking lot...
that’s it. The total opposite of the
bleachers and a place where tail-
gating friends share drinks, deep
thoughts and outrageous nonsense
while seated on coolers and fold-
out chairs encircling a portable
grill/heat source. With that fresh
perspective, just this once, a few
thoughts on these most confound-
ing times...

Short of cryonics actually work-
ing or the development of some
other sophisticated, multi-century
life-extending technology, 2022 is
the numerical year with the most
“2’s” any of us will see. And given
the world’s bizarre stretch leading
into this new calendar year, the
answer to the Rolling Stones’ ques-
tion in their song “Tumbling Dice”
- “Don’t you know the deuce is still
wild?” - is an emphatic yes.

Every day the sports scroll iden-
tifies new players being added to
COVID-related “health and safety”
protocols. Unproven and inexpe-
rienced players are called up from
practice squads or developmental
leagues. Rusty veterans are signed
off their couches. Rosters are in
complete flux from game to game.
I don’t know how Vegas is setting
betting lines, but with no clue as to

when or if games will be played, or
who will actually participate, the
smart money stays in your pocket.

This is the COVID sports world,
two years into pandemic madness.

To express surprise over these
disruptions would be naive and
a bit played out. Such things are
simply reality now. How teams are
actually coping with the chaos is
intriguing. The guess is “as good
as they can,” which is likely syn-
onymous with “not very well.”

For players, considering the effort
required to prepare minds and bod-
ies for games and a long season,
being parked on the sidelines due
to a positive COVID test must cre-
ate intense frustration. It is almost
certainly worse for coaches, a
profession dominated by micro-
managing control freaks who sweat
every detail and attempt to choreo-
graph every imaginable scenario.
Now many don’t know who their
quarterback or point guard will be
day to day. The competitive bal-
ance is decided as much by a virus
as it is between the lines.

The real world has its own equiv-
alent of that “health and safety”
protocol scroll. Family gatherings,
band concerts, youth sporting
events, birthday parties, profes-
sional meetings and vacations all
hang in the balance - all are sus-
ceptible to alteration or cancelation
with the arrival of an ill-timed sore
throat and positive test. What to
do? Accept this reality - that deuces
are wild in 2022 - and adapt to the
fluidity of...everything. Develop
contingencies. Be more spontane-
ous. Cherish anything that executes
as planned. Such is life with an
ever-present, evolving pathogen
that seems destined to linger.

Society will grow from this and
emerge with an altered perspective
on sports, work and living life. Our
adaptation is well underway, eco-
nomically and socially. Through
this process, and on the other side
of it, are better bosses and employ-
ees, teachers and students, coaches
and players — in short, this great
disruption is building a society of
greater strength, resilience, pa-
tience and compassion. Admittedly,
that is hard to see right now with
the omicron raging, but it is there.

The parking lot: where audacious
dreams and optimism thrive.

Send comments to Ronald-
Guylr@gmail.com

FOUR WAYS TO
RESPOND TO
MARKET TURMOIL

Contributing Writer:
Lynda J. Striegel

Stock markets in the U.S. and
worldwide have been volatile late-
ly—Ilarge swings in short periods of
time. China’s market has lost a lot
of its value. Other emerging mar-
kets are crashing and burning: how-
ever, the U.S. economy seems to
be doing well. No one knows if the
Federal Reserve is or is not going to
raise interest rates. With all of this
turmoil, it is no wonder many ordi-
nary investors are concerned. There
are four things you can do to give
yourself peace of mind:

1. Turn Off the Financial News.

I personally enjoy listening to all
the financial pundits talk about why
markets move; however, keep in
mind that the television news cycles
are 24 hours a day and every news
program needs “talking heads” to
fill up their programming. And, the
more the “talking heads” can cre-
ate a controversial story with their
comments, the better. When the
markets are as volatile as they are
today, your best bet is to withdraw
from the talk and turn off the finan-
cial news.

2. Allocate Your Assets.

Understand that as an ordinary
investor, you have absolutely no
control over any of the events that
are rattling world markets. Leading
hedge funds are taking huge losses
on market turmoil. If the manag-
ers of those funds don’t know how
to predict the market, what chance
does the ordinary investor have?
All you can do is what I hope you
have been doing. If you have al-
located your investments across a
broad enough spectrum, the down-
turns will be much less difficult.
The concept is “asset allocation”
and you can learn more about this
online at almost any financial ser-
vices website. At younger ages,
your investment horizon is a long
one, many years. Older inves-
tors have a shorter horizon. The
concept is to acquire “target date”
investment funds. These are mu-
tual funds that address the date you
want to retire using asset allocation.
No matter how long your invest-
ment horizon is, by allocating your
assets, you guarantee that no matter
what happens in the markets, your
investments are likely to provide
a much more predictable rate of
return.

3. Get a Cash Cushion.

Give yourself true peace of mind
by saving one year’s worth of in-
come in a “cash cushion.” This is
your own personal safety net. Make
saving your cash cushion your num-
ber one priority. That means some
self-discipline. Instead of going on
that vacation, buying toys for the
grandchildren, getting that new car,
put your money aside in a savings
account or money market mutual
fund. Once you have set aside one
year’s worth of income in a money
market mutual fund that you can
easily access and that is not likely
to decrease in value, you will be
able to breathe a sigh of relief and
lessen the fear that market turmoil
creates. With a cash cushion, any
really difficult event like losing a
job has far less impact. You know,
because of your cash cushion, if you
lose your job you can still make the
rent or mortgage payments. You
can rely on your cushion to keep
you going at the same lifestyle for
a year. That should give you plenty
of time to find another job or create
your own through setting up a small
business.

4. Get some professional help.

Many investors seek professional
help to manage their investments.
These days, some online money
managers provide you with robotic
investment services. Certainly
those services may be less expen-
sive. However, no robot can dis-
cuss family matters or your money
concerns with you. When seeking
professional advice, shop around.
Make sure the advisor treats you
with dignity and responds to your
questions. In the event you find an
advisor who is condescending to
you or promises you a specific rate
of return on your investments, turn
around and leave. Once you have
placed your investments into the
hands of a trusted professional, you
should be able to rely on that pro-
fessional to watch out for you and
your money. Let the advisors worry
about the market turmoil instead of
you.

Join me on the third Wednesday
of each month for a no charge semi-
nar to discuss this and other topics.
We will meet at 11am at 8906 Bay
Avenue in North Beach. Call 301-
855-2246 to reserve your spot.
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Kathryn Matthews
Harrington

Kathryn Matthews Harrington, 68, of
North Beach passed away December 31,
2021 at home surrounded by family. She
was born November 6, 1953 in Washing-
ton, DC to William Baker III and Antoi-
nette (Keller) Matthews. Kathryn grew
up in Prince George’s County and gradu-
ated from Northwestern High School in
1971. She married Jeremiah Harrington
on April 5, 1975 and they lived in Silver
Spring before settling in Prince Frederick
in 1977. They moved to North Beach in
2005. Kathryn was primarily a home-
maker and also worked as a secretary
for the DEA and taught physical educa-
tion at St. Mary’s School, Bryantown.
She later worked as a secretary, substi-
tute teacher, and aide for Calvert County
Public Schools. Kathryn was a member
of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church and in
her spare time she enjoyed being on the
water, fishing, crabbing, genealogy, knit-
ting, and reading. Most of all she loved
being with her family. She was the #1 fan
of her children and grandchildren sports
teams.

Kathryn is survived by her loving hus-
band Jeremiah F. Harrington, Jr. of North
Beach, children Jeremiah “Jerry” Har-
rington and his wife Sarah of Owings and
Kathryn “Katie” Stum and her husband
Brent of North Beach, grandchildren
Jeremiah and Mia Harrington and Mary
Kathryn, John, Luke, and Anna Stum,

sisters Pamela O’Connell of Washington,
DC, Elizabeth “Betsy” Thomas of Avon,
NC, and Mary Matthews of Richmond,
VA, and brother James “Bo” Matthews of
Elkridge. She was preceded in death by
her parents and brother William Baker
Matthews IV.

Visitation will be Saturday, January 15,
2022, 12 Noon — 1 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church, 8816 Chesapeake Av-
enue, North Beach, MD 20714. A Me-
morial Mass will follow at 1 p.m. at the
church.

Interment will be private at Jesus the
Good Shepherd Cemetery, 1601 W Mt
Harmony Road, Owings, MD 20736/

A reception will follow in Padua Hall
from 2-4 p.m.

Funeral arrangements by Rausch Fu-
neral Home.

John Wayne Langlot;

John Wayne Langlotz, 76, of Owings
passed away December 29, 2021. He was
born September 1, 1945 in Washing-
ton, D.C. to Ronald Aaron Sr. and Joan
(Peterson) Langlotz. John was raised
in Montgomery County and graduated
from Montgomery Blair High School. He
joined the United States Marine Corps
in 1965. John married Pearl Wedding
in 1967 and they lived in Silver Spring
and Bladensburg before moving to Ow-
ings where they have lived for the last 46
years. John worked as an apartment man-
ager before going to work for LA Mag-
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RAUSCH!

FUNERAL HOME

Owings

410-257-6181 |

Where Life and Heritage are Celebrated

: time... still your best choice.

Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults,
Cremation Services and Pre-Need qunmng

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com

Port Republic

8325 Mt. Harmony Lane 4405 Broomes Island Rd.
410-586-0520

During a difficult

Family Owned and Operated by
Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross

Lusby

20 American Lane

410-326-9400
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num Construction, where he worked on
various projects in The White House and
the residential homes of President Gerald
Ford and President Lyndon B. Johnson.
John later went to work for the Federal
Government as a facility manager at the
D.C. Department of Corrections, retiring
after 27 years of service. John loved doo-
wop music and became very good friends
with The Clovers, who he met while
working as a bouncer at the Starlite. John
remained best friends with them for many
years and shared lots of great memories.
In his spare time, John enjoyed skiing,
golfing, riding motorcycles, and antique
cars, especially his 1924 Ford C Cab that
he fully restored himself.

John is survived by his wife Pearl Lan-
glotz of Owings, children Karen Varney
and her husband Stephen of Owings and
Lisa Bricker of Baltimore, grandchildren
Jim Bricker and Dakota and Kylie Var-
ney, sister Cheryl Patterson of German-
town and nephew Ronald Langlotz.

In lieu of flowers, donations in John’s
name may be made to North Beach Vol-
unteer Fire Department 8536 Bayside
Road

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

Link: https:/northbeachfire.com/

or St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN
38105

Link: https:/www.stjude.org/

Funeral arrangements were by Rausch
Funeral Home-Owings.

Richard Howard Kisner

Richard Howard Kisner, 81, of Swans-
boro, NC and formerly of Clinton, MD
passed away December 26, 2021. He
was born July 20, 1940 in Sayre, PA to
Howard and Mary (Nesbit) Kisner. Rich-
ard was raised in Montoursville, PA. He
enlisted in the United States Army on
December 30, 1958 and was stationed
in Germany before being honorably dis-
charged on March 1, 1962. Following his
discharge from the Army, Richard went
to work for the Metropolitan Police De-
partment on August 17, 1964 where he
went on to have a very successful 20-year
career. He was assigned to the Special
Operations Division and was later as-
signed to the traffic division as a motor-
man and served under five U.S. Presi-
dents; President Johnson, Nixon, Ford,
Carter, and Reagan, as part of their escort

teams. Richard married Mary, the love of
his life, on June 19, 1974 and they lived in
Suitland and Temple Hills, before settling
in Clinton. After Richard’s retirement
they moved to Swansboro, NC in 1992.
He became involved with the Western
Carteret Fire & EMS Department as a
member of the board, where he desired
to see a better, professional, department.
After the changeover to the Western
Carteret Inter-Local Cooperation Agency
in 2008, he continued to serve in a differ-
ent capacity, not as part of that govern-
ing board, but still very much a part of
the department. He would continue as a
member of the unaffiliated non-profit as-
sociation, giving moral support to the fire
and EMS first responders. He will always
be remembered for his great stories of
DC and the SOD as well as his sound and
sometimes funny advise. He was a great
father; a fantastic friend and he will be
truly missed by all.

Richard was preceded in death by his
wife Mary Kisner in 2004 and sister
Kathleen Kisner. He is survived by his
step son Robert Hale of Gaithersburg,
daughter-in-law Tracy Roderick and her
husband Brett of Chesapeake Beach, and
brother-in-law Ritchie Morris and his
wife Bonnie of Olean, NY.

A service with military honors will be
held at MD Veterans Cemetery, Chelten-
ham at a later date. Memorial contribu-
tions in Richard’s name may be made
to the West Carteret Volunteer Fire De-
partment, 140 Sherwood Avenue, Cedar
Point, NC 28584.

Funeral arrangements by Rausch Fu-
neral Home.

Mary Margaret Collins

Mary Margaret Collins, 49, of Lusby,
MD, passed away on December 25, 2021.
She was born on September 20, 1972
in Silver Spring, MD, to Ann and Pat
Collins.

A lifelong resident of Southern Mary-
land, Mary attended Our Lady Star of the
Sea School in Solomons, and graduated
from Saint Mary’s Ryken High School
(’90) in Leonardtown. On June 14, 2010,
Mary married the love of her life, Billy
Dunn, in one of their favorite places, Key
West. Mary was a prominent local busi-
nesswoman and was devoted to many
charities, including the ARC of Southern
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Maryland.

Mary enjoyed spending time with her
family, boating on the Patuxent River,
and vacationing in Florida. Her smile and
laughter would fill a room, and her per-
sonality was larger than life. She will be
remembered for her vibrant enthusiasm
and unwavering dedication to her family.

Mary is survived by her husband Billy
Dunn; daughters Megan and Kara; step-
sons Drew and Kyle; mother Ann Col-
lins; brothers Danny and John (Sondra)
Collins; beloved aunts, uncles, cousins,
nieces, nephew, and many friends. She
was preceded in death by her father Pat
Collins, sister Laurie Collins, and brother
Joseph Collins.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made in Mary’s name to the Laurie
Collins Scholarship Fund at Saint Mary’s
Ryken High School: 22600 Camp Calvert
Rd, Leonardtown, MD 20650.

Funeral arrangements were by Rausch
Funeral Home—Lusby.

Virginia Shank DeBolt

Virginia Shank DeBolt, 95, died peace-
fully December 31, 2021, in Solomons,
Maryland. A native of Connellsville,
Pennsylvania, second child of Frieda Rot-
tler Shank and Herbert C. Shank, she was
born on August 14, 1926, and graduated
from Connellsville High School in 1944.
In 1952, she married Francis Milton De-
Bolt (deceased) of South Connellsville,
and began a 32-year life as a military wife
and mother, until Francis passed away in
March of 1986.

Prior to moving to Solomons, Virginia
lived in Charlotte Hall, Maryland, and
was a parishioner at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Newport, Maryland.

Virginia is survived by her children:
Deborah DeBolt of Henderson, Nevada;
Claudia DeBolt Williams (Bill) of Bella
Vista, Arkansas; Daniel DeBolt (Mary)
of Laurel, Maryland; Douglas DeBolt
(Kathy) of Lusby, Maryland: Andrea De-
Bolt Larussi (Paul) of Hutto, Texas; and
Christopher DeBolt (Joyce) of St. Au-
gustine, Florida; nine grandchildren and
seven great grandchildren.

Virginia was a pioneer in women’s
jazz bands and radio broadcasting in
her 20s and 30s. She was a horseman,
sharpshooter and champion tennis player.
Later in life, she was a reporter and pho-

tographer for Shippensburg, Pennsylva-
nia’s News Chronicle, and Chambersburg
, Pennsylvania’s Public Opinion newspa-
pers. After moving to Charlotte Hall, she
became a professional artist, and wrote
children’s stories.

Of all her accomplishments, Virginia’s
finest, she said, was raising six accom-
plished children.

She will be interred at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery with her husband. Ar-
rangements are pending.

Funeral arrangements by Rausch Fu-
neral Home.

Leslie Vaughn Bird

Leslie Vaughn Bird, 92 of Solomons,
MD passed away on December 22, 2021.
He was born on August 29, 1929 in Me-
dina, New York to Horace Clark Bird and
Aurelia Vaughn Bird. He graduated in
1946 from Medina High School where he
was active in many clubs and played cor-
net/trumpet in band, orchestra and dance
band. He attended Cornell University,
receiving a bachelor’s in Electrical Engi-
neering in 1951. He then joined the Air
Force and became an F84 jet fighter pilot.
It was during his time as a Lieutenant and
stationed in Bangor Maine that he met his
future wife, Joan McMorran, of St. Ste-
phen, New Brunswick. He left the Air
Force in 1954, was married in June of that
year and settled in Fairfield, Connecticut
where he worked at General Electric as
an Advanced Manufacturing Engineer.
In 1959 he took a faculty position in the
Electrical Engineering Department at the
University of Bridgeport where he taught
for 23 years full time and 12 years as an
adjunct professor. He obtained his Mas-
ter’s of Science of Electrical Engineering
(MSEE) at Columbia University in 1960.
In 1982, he left the University to form
his own company, LVB Associates, and
worked on inventions such as leak de-
tectors for furnaces and the automated
warning sound that goes “bee-bong”
when the train or subway doors open. He
was a registered Professional Engineer in
Connecticut and was active as an officer
in local and state sections for the National
Society of Professional Engineers. In
1995, he retired and he and Joan moved
to Hickory, North Carolina. He was ac-
tive in Kiwanis and volunteered at the
Catawba Science Center, using his engi-

neering expertise to create new interac-
tive exhibits. He was also an active mem-
ber of Trinity Reformed United Church
of Christ in Conover, N.C. He was an
accomplished bridge player, and took up
the trumpet again to play in the New Ho-
rizons Band in Hickory for several years.
In 2019 he moved to Solomons, Mary-
land and he continued to play bridge and
work on family genealogy. He passed
away peacefully on December 22, 2021.
He is pre-deceased by his older brother,
Robert Bird, younger sister, Emily Horn-
er, and his wife of 53 years, Joan Bird.
He is survived by a brother, Horace Bird,
sister, Helen Rhoad, daughters, Deborah
Weber and Arlene Guest, son, Christo-
pher Bird, Donald McMorran, and four
grandchildren, Theresa Bird, Matthew
Weber, Leslie Weber, and Brian Guest.
The family will have a celebration of
his life at a later date when he is buried
in Medina, NY. Condolences to the fam-
ily may be made at www.rauschfuner-
alhomes.com. Donations in his memory
can be made to the Nature Conservancy
https:/www.nature.org.

Paul “Rex” Miller

Paul “Rex” Miller, 93, of Solomons,
MD , sailed into the Port of Heaven on
December 23, 2021.

Rex is survived by his wife and first
mate, Donna, of 42 years, sons Paul Rex
Miller, Jr. (Sue ) CA, Eric Miller (Teri)
MD, daughter Kristen Lauver (Tom Dev-
lin) MD, sister Louise Woods, MD, and 5
grandchildren.

Rex was born in Baltimore, MD in
1928 and graduated from the Baltimore
MD Polytechnic Institute in 1946. He
enlisted in the Navy in 1946 and served
in the Navy and the Navy Reserves. He
graduated from Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty School of Engineering with a ME De-
gree, received a Masters Degree from the
University of MD and attended the Oak
Ridge School of Reactor Technology in
Oak Ridge TN.

Rex began his career in 1951 as an aca-
demic instructor and flight test planner at
the Navy’s Test Pilot School at the Patux-
ent River Naval Air Base in Lexington
Park MD, where he taught and flew with
NASA Astronauts, John Glenn and Scott
Carpenter. The test pilots inspired him
to get his private pilot’s license and he

flew with the FAA Flying Club for many
years.

Subsequent employment was with the
Atomic Energy Commission in Washing-
ton DC where he supported the Nuclear
Ship Savannah Project. Following em-
ployment was with Martin Company and
NASA. After retirement from NASA, he
was employed by Schafer Associates in
Arlington VA as a Program Advisor to an
element of the Pentagon’s Strategic De-
fense Initiative Organization.

After retirement in 1997, Rex and
Donna moved to Solomons MD, where
his beloved Chesapeake Bay was close
by. Rex was a member of the Solomons
Island Yacht Club. As a boy his father
took him on adventures on the Chesa-
peake Bay on the Baltimore Ferry, where
he sketched the steamboats, airplanes and
the water and sky. With adventure in his
blood, he learned to sail and sailed the
Chesapeake Bay over 60 years, with his
most rewarding adventure being when he
Captained his Tartan 37 sailboat to Ber-
muda, with the most exuberant feeling
of returning to homeport via his beloved
Chesapeake Bay.

Rex’s other passion was sketching and
painting. After moving to Solomons he
enrolled in the Advanced Oil Painting
Class at the Calvert County Office on
Aging, where he assisted in forming the
Color and Light Society. He was a found-
ing member of the CalvART Gallery in
Prince Frederick, MD, a member of the
North End Gallery in Leonardtown, MD
and the Calvert Artists Guild. One of his
most rewarding venues was being juried
to exhibit his art at Ann Marie Garden
Artsfests.

Rex was honored to be a Southern
Maryland artist exhibiting his works of
water, boats, sky and clouds, and his in-
terpretation of the beauty of the barns and
nature landmarks of Southern Maryland.

Rex said that “When someone bought
one of my paintings I felt  had communi-
cated with another person in this universe
in a very special way and that is the most
satisfying accomplishment an artist can
achieve.

Rex was a member of the former
Solomons United Methodist Church
congregation.

Family will receive friends on Mon-
day, January 10, 2022 from 12:00 p.m.
until 1:00 p.m. with a Funeral Service
following at 1:00 p.m. at Rausch Funeral
Home, 20 American Lane, Lusby, MD.
Interment will be on Tuesday, January 11,
2022 at 11:30 a.m. in the Maryland Veter-
ans Cemetery, Crownsville, MD.

Memorial donations can be made to the
Solomons Rescue Squad. Condolences to
the family may be made at www.rausch-
funeralhomes.com.

Support the Arts of Southern Mary-
land: CalvART Gallery, the North End
Gallery, Annmarie Garden, and the Color
and Light Society.
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Benjamin Moore
Paints

Southern Maryland Paints LLC.

23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD - LEONARDTOWN » MD 20650 ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL
301-475-0448 e southernmarylandpaints.com

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE

“Where Service Comes First”

Plastic Road Pipes

6" - 24:in Stock
Other Sizes Available

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts

Monday - Friday 7 am to Dark

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm - Sunday Closed

Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm
27898 Point Lookout Road - Loveville, Md - 20656

COLE

TRAVEL

46924 Shangri-La Drive * Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497

www.coletravel.hiz

_ SHOPLOCAL!

e CHIMNEY SWEEP «

< %

Don’t make an ash of yourself
Keep your chimney clean

Serving So.MD for over 50 years
Cleanings . Inspections . Repairs . Liners

301-994-2959

Tired of staring
at a computer
all day?

If you are a self starter with a
desire to help local businesses

grow their customer base, contact

The County Times
at aldailey@countytimes.net

40,000 Reasons

To Promote Your Business Here!
Just call The County Times
@ (301) 373-4125

find us on facebook

www. facebook.com/CountyTimesCalvert

HELP WANTED

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
Call 443-677-8324 or 410-991-3864

mmm
EMAIL: GTGCONST@WILDBLUE.NET
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Partner to “oohed”
6. Relaxing places

10. Humorous
monologue

14. Simple elegance
15. Bearable

17. Disobedience

19. Express delight
20. Gov'’t attorneys
21. Wake up

22. A type of band

23. Remain as is

24, Turfs

26. Battle-ax

29. Volcanic crater

31. The mother of Jesus
32. One’s life history
34. “Rule, Britannia”
composer

35. Doubles

37.Jacob __, American
journalist

38. House pet

39. S. African river
40. Broad sashes

41. Establish as a
foundation

43. KGB double agent
Aldrich __

45, Part of a book
46. Taxi

47. Pancakes made
from buckwheat flour
49, Train group (abbr.)

50. Frames per second
53. Have surgery

57. Formal withdrawal
from a federation

58. Guitarist sounds
59. Greek war god

60. 2,000 Ibs.

61. Helps escape

CLUES DOWN

1. Currency exchange
charge

2. River in Tuscany

3. Breakfast dish

4. Defunct European
currency

5. Upper class young
woman

6. Part of a purse

7. Self-contained units
8. Boxing’s GOAT

9. Legislators

10. Flightless birds

1. U. of Miami’s mascot
is one

12. Floating ice

13. Low, marshy land
16. Seldom

18. Lyric poems

22. Law enforcement
agency (abbr.)

23. Full extent of
something

24. __ Claus

Fun & Games

25. Naturally occurring
solid material

27. Acquired brain injury
behavior science (abbr.)
28. Thirteen

29. Partner to cheese
30. Member of a Semitic
people

31. One thousandth of
an inch

33. Former CIA

35. Most lemony

36. Engage in

37. Small Eurasian deer
39. Provisions

42. All humans have
them

43. Swiss river

44, Storage term (abbr.)
46. Famed Broadway
lyricist Sammy

47. Dutch colonist

48. Full-grown pike fish
49. Egyptian sun god
50. Flute

51. Flew off!

52. Scottish tax

53. Young women’s
association

54. Populous Brazilian
city

55. Malaysian Isthmus
56. Pointed end of a pen

LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE SOLUTION

(0]

(o))

&)

OIN|PRJO|O|OIN|—=|W

W |oOI= N~ |N]|©
N|[=|OjJOo NVl |Oo1] b
= O|OIN|OINYIP O
AIOINIO|OI|=]O[W]|N

N|O|Wlh~||jOjOI || =
WO |O|Nf— |00

OIN|=JWV||OIN]|©
O|OINJO|=]OJW|H~|N

W (> |D|>
| > |
Z (> | |>|m

Publisher
Associate Publisher

General Manager
Al Dailey

Advertising
Jen Stotler
Tim Flaherty

Editor
Dick Myers

Staff Writer
Guy Leonard

Graphic Designer/Layout Artist
Jim Lucke

Contributing Writers
Ron Guy, Shelby Opperman, Dave Spigler

The Calvert County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for the

residents of Calvert County. The Calvert County Times will be available on newsstands

aldailey@countytimes.net

jen@countytimes.net
timflaherty@countytimes.net

dickmyers@countytimes.net

guyleonard@countytimes.net

jimlucke@countytimes.net

every Thursday. The paper is published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company,
which is responsible for the form, content, and policies of the newspaper. The Calvert
County Times does not espouse any political belief or endorse any product or service

in its news coverage.

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include
the writer’s full name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be deliv-
ered by 4 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication to ensure placement
for that week. After that deadline, the Calvert County Times will make every attempt
possible to publish late content, but cannot guarantee so. Letters may be condensed/
edited for clarity, although care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument.

Copyright in material submitted to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains

in print, electronic or other forms. We are unable to acknowledge receipt of letters. The

with the author, but the Calvert County Times and its licensees may freely reproduce it C

Calvert County Times cannot guarantee that every letter or photo(s) submitted will be

published, due to time or space constraints.
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The Solomons Inn Resort + Marina is a nine-acre waterfront
resort on the pristine harbor of Solomons Maryland

W

Conveniently located near tourist attractions and
business destinations including Calvert Marine
Museum & PAX River NAS

K
' We offer 20,000 sq ft meeting and event space ideal
for business, weddings and social functions. Our
professional sales team will create a customized

package to fit your taste and budget

| :m
Relax and enjoy the views of Back Creek and our beautiful I r

marina from our 326 guest rooms and suites -

Deluxe on-site amenities include a Jr Olympic-
size pool, fitness center, sauna, tennis courts,
& deep-water marina with transient and long
slip rental

Different all-inclusive packages available for groups,
corporate and leisure travelers, free parking in overstated
parking area and with transient long term slips.

We honor government rates

Issac’s

M Ctouran www.solomonsinn.com
lsaaC s s

(410) 326-6311

IR oo 1.800-356-2009 410-326-6311




