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Appeals Gourt Hears McConkey Ethics Case

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Maryland Court of Special Appeals
(COSA), the state’s second highest court,
on April 12 heard the appeal by the Calvert
County Ethics Commission in the case in-
volving Commissioner Kelly McConkey.

The ethics commission filed the appeal
of a ruling by a visiting judge in Calvert
County Circuit Court that reversed their
decision that McConkey had a clear con-
flict of interest by voting to place two pieces
of property he owns into an expanded Hun-
tingtown Town Center.

The ruling by retired Prince George’s
County Circuit Court Judge C. Phillip
Nichols, former chief judge for that county,
was issued Aug. 17 of last year. He ruled
that then Ethics Commission Chairperson
Jennifer Mazur at a Oct. 14, 2020 virtual
meeting at which the decision was made
had “an apparent conflict of interest and
was required to recuse herself...”

Ethics commission rules at the time re-
quired a quorum for a decision. Since there
were only three members at the time, al-
though five were authorized, if Mazur had
recused herself, there would not have been
a quorum and the commission couldn’t
have voted, the judge concluded.

In reversing the ethics commission deci-
sion, Judge Nichols said, “It is discretionary
with the Court whether or not to remand,
and we find no compelling public interest
in doing so,” although he did not elaborate
on how he came to that conclusion.

The judge however did not at all address
the merits of the ethics complaint against
McConkey. The judge said, “The Court’s
review of the Commission fact finding
does not permit the court to engage in inde-
pendent analysis of the evidence.” He goes
on to write, “Under no circumstances may
this Court substitute its judgement for that
of the agency.” The court could, however,
permit reversal when an “Error of Law’
was committed, he said.

The ethics commission appeal was filed
Aug. 30 in Calvert County Circuit Court by
their attorney William C. Brennan, Jr. of
Brennan McKenna & Lawlor, a Greenbelt
law firm.

Attorney Gwendolyn Waters of Bren-
nan’s law firm argued the case for the ethics
commission at the April 12 hearing, which

was held in person.
She told the court,
“At first blush,
this may seem a
very isolated case,
but we are here to
protect the vitality
of not just the Cal-
vert County Ethics
Commission, but
administrative agencies across the state.”

Waters noted the ethics complaint was
lodged by county citizens. She said, “Dur-
ing that process, Mr. McConkey sued one
of the only, at that point in time, three mem-
bers of the ethics commission. They were at
that point in time operating at a bare mini-
mum. They didn’t even have an alternate.”

Waters said McConkey, “in an effort to
abuse the judicial process simply moved
one of those ethics commissioners out of
the picture. So, to destroy the quorum, Mr.
McConkey sued Ms. Mazur.”

The attorney said that the commission
carefully considered the allegation of a
conflict on Mazur’s part and “the decision
of the agency was that Ms. Mazur did not
have a conflict of interest; they analyzed
their own rules.”

Waters added, ‘“The commission was
clear to say that it’s not just that she doesn’t
have a financial interest. It’s not just that she
doesn’t have an economic interest, she has
no interest.”

Waters argued, “For someone to be able
to file a suit simply to prevent themselves
from drawing discipline from the ethics
commission, that’s a policy the entire state
simply cannot stand by.”

Attorney Steven B. Preller argued the
case for McConkey. He said the basis of
the appeal, which has no factual premise,
is that “the complaint filed against Jennifer
Mazur has no merit, that the complaint filed
against Jennifer Mazur was done solely to
obstruct this process.”

One jurist wanted to know if the ethics
commission knew that the suit against Ma-
zur had yet to be served. Preller responded
that they did.

The judge then said, “Couldn’t they rea-
sonably infer from that fact that perhaps
your client wasn’t exactly thirsting for jus-
tice, but instead was filing this lawsuit for a
tactical reason in order to create the appear-

Commissioner Kelly
McConkey

Thank her with the gift that brightens her every moment.

G&H

301-862-1100 45

Alton Ln, California A

Jewelers &
Gemologists
20619

GandH.net

ance of a conflict of interest on the part of
one of the commissioners.”

Preller responded, “Let’s take what fac-
tually happened. The complaint was filed
March 20th, 2020. What happened in
March of 2020? COVID hit, there were stay
at home orders.” He noted the courts were
closed and process serving had ceased.

Preller said potential damages to his cli-
ent depended on the ethics commission de-
termination, but regardless, “Ms. Missouri,
you went out and did an interview.”

A judge interjected, “She answered ques-
tions from the newspaper. And, as far as I
can tell, she didn’t even mention your cli-
ent’s name.” He added, “It says she would
only say, “We have more advisory opinion
requests and ethics complaints than we nor-
mally have. I can’t reveal the nature of the
complaints, their allegations until the ethics
board completed its investigation’.”

Preller answered, “Anybody familiar
with this (ethics commission) process, by
Ms. Mazur commenting to a reporter that
there was an investigation had already
tipped off that this had progressed to the
investigation stage of Mr. McConkey.”

The judge replied, “I still can’t figure out
who you’re supposed to think is being in-
vestigated based on what she’s reported to
say.”’

Preller answered, “Quite frankly, your
honor, I don’t care. The rule provides for
total confidentiality. That confidentiality
was breached when we were in front of the

circuit court, when the first hearing on the
TRO (temporary restraining order), in in-
junctive relief.”

Preller was asked by the court if Mazur
was found negligent, if any damages would
be paid by the county since the county is
obligated to provide representation for her
as a member of a county board.

Preller responded, “We have alleged
malice. And in that lawsuit if it turns out
that these acts were maliciously done, then
they aren’t covered by that.”

Preller insisted, “We believe this is a
matter of corruption on the part of Jennifer
Mazur. The 2040 comprehensive plan is
hotly contested. And there’s been lawsuits
over the 2040 comprehensive plan and one
way to defeat it is to go and try to establish
that the vote approving the comprehensive
plan was not a proper vote.”

On the issue of confidentiality, Brennan
on rebuttal for the ethics commission, said,
“Neither the lawsuit filed by Mr. McConk-
ey against Ms. Mazur nor the TRO, neither
one of those is filed under seal. They were
put on the public record by Mr. McConkey,
not the commission.”

The court took the case under advise-
ment and will issue an order when they
make a decision. That decision could then
be appealed to the state’s highest court, the
Court of Appeals, but that court is not man-
dated to hear any case.

dickmyers@countytines.net
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Full Service Premier Law Firm

301-362-4400
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LEXINGTON PARK, MARYLAND

Calvert County
Prescription Medication

Take-Back Day

Saturday, April 30, 2022
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
No questions asked!

Remove unused and expired medications
from your home.

Keep prescription medications from
being abused.

Prevention, treatment and recovery
information will be available.

Syringe disposal and Narcan training will
be available at Northeast and Southern
Community Center.

Deterra medication drug disposal packets
will be available free of charge for county
; residents. The packets allow medications
L to be deactivated and thrown in your
household trash. Limit of three packets

er family, while supplies last.
- [ . p y PP

rop Off Locations:

Calvert County Sheriff's Office
Prince Frederick

Maryland State Police, Barrack “U"
Prince Frederick

Harriet E. Brown Community Center
Prince Frederick

Northeast Community Center
Chesapeake Beach

Southern Community Center
Lusby

Sponsored by the Calvert Alliance

Against Substance Abuse, Inc.
For more information, call 410-535-3733.

Private Company
Proposes to Build,

Operate Solomons Bridge

Would Involve a ‘Modest’ Toll Charge

By Dick Myers
Editor

A Denver, Colorado based company
has a deal for the area. They say they
can build a replacement Gov. Thomas
Johnson Bridge. And they say they’ll
pay for it themselves. Will it be a deal
too good for the area and the state to
say no?

The catch is that one of the options
being presented to local and state of-
ficials is that United Bridge Partners
(UBP) would own the bridge and us-
ers of the bridge would pay what the
company calls a “modest” toll.

According to a briefing made avail-
able to The County Times, the com-
pany has already completed similar
projects in Virginia, Indiana, Illinois
and Michigan.

According to Calvert County’s Pub-
lic Information Office, “The commis-
sioners are aware (of it) and there is no
meeting scheduled at this time.”

The briefing says it is the company’s
understanding regarding the bridge:

*The 42-year-old Gov. Thomas
Johnson Memorial Bridge is in
need of expansion

*Critical economic link between
St. Mary’s and Calvert counties
over the Patuxent River and Town
Creek on MD 4

*The bridge handles over 30,000 ve-
hicles per day

*Provides access to important Na-
val Air Station Patuxent River

*Need for more capacity (two-lane
to a four-lane) to ease congestion,
and multi-modal capability (pro-
tected bike/ped path)

*The project is listed as “on hold”
in the 2020-2025 CTP and ranks
32/38 in terms of priority (fund-
ing reduced $3.7M from previous
CTP)

*The 1.3-mile, 140-foot-high bridge
has a current sufficiency rating of

43/100

*Key evacuation route for Calvert
Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant

*Southern Maryland State Delega-
tion recently requested funding for
the bridge from Governor Hogan
to help relieve congestion

*Inadequate shoulders and crash/

maintenance closures cause major
delays

*A preferred alternative (4-lane

parallel span) was identified in the

Sept. 2015 State Highway Admin-
istration finding of no significant
impact.

The company says their approach
would be to “finance, design, build,
own/lease, operate and maintain the
new Thomas Johnson Bridge.” They
say they would:

Replace the current structure with a
new, safe, modern, multi-modal, four-
lane structure

Open to traffic within 30 months
(estimate) upon starting construction

Economic Stimulus - built using lo-
cal labor, materials, subcontractors
and suppliers

UBP assumes all risk - no financial
or operational burden to state or local
communities

Creative revenue structures that can
include modest tolling, availability
payments, etc.

Free crossing for emergency, school,
police, medical vehicles

Demolition of current bridge

Local St. Mary’s and Calvert Coun-
ties integration and partnership

The company says, “100 percent of
project costs available now, dedicat-
ed for this project, and all long-term
maintenance and operations cost.”
The last estimate from the state for the
project was $800 million.

A call to UBP headquarters was not
returned as of press deadline.

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Sweeping Climate Bill
To Become Law

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

A bill that calls for a 60 percent re-
duction of greenhouse gases (GHQG)
by 2030 and a net-zero output of
those same gases by 2045 will pass
into law this week after passing both
houses of the Maryland General
Assembly.

Gov. Larry Hogan will not veto the
legislation — known as SB 528 or the
Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022
— nor will he sign it into law.

A piece of legislation that passes
both the Senate and the House of
Delegates without the signature of
the governor automatically becomes
law.

The new law would take effect
June 1.

To accomplish the goals set out
in the legislation, the new law calls
for greater reliance on clean energy,
transitioning the state’s fleet of vehi-
cles to electric cars, building schools
that are net-neutral producers of
greenhouse gases and renovating
large buildings to make them more
energy efficient.

The legislation originally had a key

requirement that would have required
new construction, either residential
or commercial, to use electricity ex-
clusively instead of fossil fuels.

While environmental activists
widely supported this key provision,
it was pilloried by purveyors of natu-
ral gas and other fossil fuels as de-
structive to the economy and a har-
binger of much higher fuel costs that
are already climbing.

The version that passed did not in-
clude that provision.

Also, in the current version, build-
ings over 25,000 square feet in size
must be retrofitted to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero
by 2040, according to the law’s main
sponsor, Sen. Paul Pinsky of Prince
George’s County.

The new law also restricts school
boards from entering into contracts
for busing services involving vehi-
cles using fossil fuels past 2025.

The legislature acted a month ago
to suspend the gasoline tax, immedi-
ately dropping gas prices by nearly
40 cents per gallon but that suspen-
sion will sunset April 16.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Environmental Groups
Speak Out on Growth

By Dick Myers
Editor

In successive weeks, two Cal-
vert County environmental groups
have spoken out against proposed
growth at a county commission-
ers’ meeting.

At the April 12 meeting, Len
Zuza of Solomons, speaking for
Keep Calvert Country, presented
a report alleging that growth in-
corporated in the Prince Frederick
Town Center Master Plan update
would cost county residents at
least $500 million through 2040
for roads, schools, water and
sewer facilities and other county
services.

“These are rough order of mag-
nitude estimates but are based on
the best information available to
this time,” Zuza said.

He added, “You need to make
more informed judgements on ex-
pansion while you are grappling
with the 2023 budget. We believe
you also need to identify the costs
of expansion before you approve
that expansion.”

Keep Calvert Country, Zuza
said, recommends ‘“you not ap-
prove the proposed town cen-
ter expansion until you receive
the analysis necessary for you to
make informed decisions.” They
suggest planning staff analyze

their study.

Zuza said of the organization,
“We are not anti-development. We
support managed growth guided
by fact driven assessments,” also
noting that they are non-partisan.
“Republicans and Democrats sup-
port our efforts to help you make
informed decisions for our wallets
and our welfare.”

The week before, Myra Gowans
of Huntingtown, representing Cal-
vert Citizens United, criticized
the proposal for a sewer line from
Prince Frederick to Solomons,
challenging that the idea was driv-
en by the Maryland Department of
the Environment.

Gowans said she was given by
county staff the name of two key
people in that agency to speak to
about the proposal. She said both
denied the state supported it nor
would they provide funding for it.
The price tag is estimated at $60
million.

“This plan, this action, was tak-
en by our county administrator,”
she said. “This is why it’ll fail.
It’11 fail because it’s insistent with
the county’s sewer and water plan
and the comprehensive plan. This
makes us look like the JV team
down here.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Tri County Livestock Auction
1st & 34 Wednesdays of the Month — Auction begins at 4 PM
Located Off MD Rt. 6 West — Charlotte Hall, MD

(closest physical address is 9033 Glock Place — Look for auction sign at entrance)
This auction is managed/conducted by the Tri-County Livestock Auction committee.

Grocery Auction — Mother Catherine Academy

Thursday, April 28, 2022 @ 6 pm
(Doors open at 5 pm)
38833 Chaptico Road — Mechanicsville, MD
Auctioneer’s Note: Richard (the food provider) has informed us he
will have a full truckload with a large selection!

Spring Farm, Home & Garden Auction

Saturday, May 7, 2022 @ 4 pm
Westfield Farm Arena & Auction Barn - Mechanicsville, MD
Mother’'s Day Baskets, Hanging Baskets, Combo Planters, Bedding
Plants, New/Unused Outdoor Furniture, Concrete Lawn & Garden
Items, Mowers, Misc. Household/Garage Items & More

Advance Auction Notice: “Ponies, Minis & More” Auction SAT, JUNE 11,
2022 at Tri-County Livestock Auction Barn. Hay, Tack, Horse-Related
Iltems, Ponies, Miniature Horses & Others.

Be sure to check out other local auctions we will be assisting including:
Loveville Produce Auction - “Spring into Spring”
SAT, APR 30" @ 9 am - Rt. 247, Loveville, MD

www.FarrellAuctionService.com
‘ 301.904.3402 ,

Farrell

. —
AUCTION SERVICE

21895 Pegg Road * Lexington Park, MD 20653 + (240)725-0111
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Community Center

Price Tag Creates Sticker Shock

b

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Calvert County Board of
County Commissioners (BOCC)
has approved the master plan for
the proposed new Harriet Eliza-
beth Brown Park and Community
Center on Fairgrounds Road in
Prince Frederick.

The presentation of the plan
also included a budget estimate
that caused sticker shock rippling
through the meeting room. The es-
timated cost has blossomed to al-
most $40 million, including $23.3
million for the building which
originally carried a $7 million
estimate.

The commissioners did approve
the plan upon being reassured that
the approval did not commit them
to funding the scope or design or
paying that much for it. The price
tag still caused Commissioner
President Buddy Hance to vote
against the plan.

The project’s architectural con-
sultant noted the escalating infla-
tionary spiral as part of the expla-
nation. However, the project was
also expanded by 5,000 square feet
from the original 35,000 square
feet by adding a second story that
will contain an indoor track with
two lanes for running and walking
and a cardio area, along with of-
fice space for parks and recreation
staff.

Department Director Shannon
Nazzal said of the proposal, “This
came directly from what Calvert
County residents are looking for.”
The plan evolved from a series of
public meetings and online sur-
veys in which more than 1,000
people participated.

The center will be on almost 28
acres northeast of the park and
ride lot on Fairgrounds Road. Ac-
cess would be from that road. The
property is partially cleared and
partially wooded and is in the
Parker’s Creek watershed. Plans

e -!—_Jl.l_
AL 7 1V

Artist’s rendering of possible design of the Harriet Elizabeth Brown Community Center

include an American Chestnut
Land Trust trailhead. Existing
structures on the property have
been razed.

e The master plan calls for:

e The community center
building

« Park green/gathering area
including parking for food
trucks

* Playground

* Two outdoor basketball courts

e Four tennis courts

* Four pickleball courts

Other amenities include space
for a memorial to Calvert County
civil rights icon Harriet Elizabeth
Brown, five pavilions, picnic area
and shared use trail around the

property.
The building would include a
two-court gymnasium, indoor

track, locker rooms and changing
areas, meeting, activity and exer-
cise areas, children’s areas and of-
fice space.

The building with a 45-foot
vertical height would be of tradi-
tional design and was one of two
options preferred by the survey
respondents.

Later in the commissioners’
meeting, Margaret Dunkle, chair-
person of the task force which de-
veloped the plans to memorialize
Brown, pledged her group’s sup-
port in fundraising and whatever
else needed to be done to see it
comes to fruition.

Nazzal told the commissioners
any grant monies for the project
would fall way short of what is
needed.

The commissioners had ear-
marked almost $6 million cash for
the project but earlier in the meet-
ing they pulled that to be used for
employee pay increases. Hance
observed that other methods of
funding such as bonding, were
available for it.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

County Staff, Sheriff’s
Master Plan Approved Office Get Pay Hike

814 Million Approved for ‘Market Adjustment’

Human Resources Director Melanie Woodson

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Calvert County Board of
County Commissioners (BOCC)
has tentatively approved increas-
ing salaries of both county staff
and the sheriff’s office to bring
them up to parity with neighbor-
ing counties and agencies. The
salary adjustment will cost almost
$14 million in the next fiscal year
beginning in July.

County Human Resources Di-
rector Melanie Woodson ex-
plained how the adjustment was
arrived at for county staff. “There
is a 17 percent number that’s be-
ing used. And that number has
come from salaries from Charles
and St Mary’s counties. And what
we did was we looked at the mini-
mum and the median salary for
almost every position in county
government and determined what
that delta was. And on average, we
are 17 percent behind Charles and
St. Mary’s.”

Commissioner Chris Gadway
said about increasing staff sala-
ries, “We’re in a perfect storm
where we are right now, where we
can’t get employees in so many
different departments. Parks and
recreation is 140 employees short.
We need to do something as a
county to be a competitive em-
ployer across the board.”

A consultant used as the compa-
rable for determining sheriff’s of-

fice adjustment as what the state
police are paid.

In order to pay for that signifi-
cant budget expense, the commis-
sioners agreed to use $2.5 million
in projected increased property
tax revenues, almost $6 million
set aside to help pay for the Har-
riett Elizabeth Brown Commu-
nity Center (see separate story),
$3 million in health insurance
reserves and $2 million in other
line-item savings.

The commissioners also agreed
for now to keep the school sys-
tem funded at the same level as
was included in the Staff Recom-
mended Budget that recently went
to public hearing. That amount is
$3.8 million more than the mini-
mum required Maintenance of Ef-
fort, but $5.7 million short of what
the school board is requesting.

The commissioners will meet
with school representatives in two
weeks to discuss with them the
impact of those cuts.

The decision to proceed with a
budget with the salary increases
was unanimous. That proposal
will go to a public hearing next
month, but the BOCC can still
make changes before adopting
next year’s budget. And as County
Administrator Mark Willis noted,
changes can be made at any time
during the year after a public
hearing for a budget adjustment.

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Cops & Courts

CALVERT COUNTY
SHERIFF'S

CRIME BLOTTER

During the week of March 28, 2022 — April 3, 2022, deputies of the Calvert County
Sheriff's Office responded to 1,552 calls for service throughout the community

Damaged Property: 22-18088

On April 1, 2022, DFC R. Evans re-
sponded to the 5700 block of Oakcrest
Dr. in St. Leonard, MD for the report
of a possible burglary. Deputy Evans
observed an apartment glass window
that had been damaged in an attempt
to enter the residence. Nothing ap-
pears to have been stolen. The value
of the damaged property is $100.00.

Damaged Property: 22-17423

On March 29, 2022, DFC Burgraff
responded to 340 Fairgrounds Road in
Prince Frederick, MD for the report of
property destruction. The complainant
advised unknown suspect (s) damaged
a Coke machine located in the laun-
dry room of the mentioned property.
The value of the damaged property is
$200.00.

Damaged Property: 22-17425

On March 29, 2022, DFC Burgraff
responded to the 200 block of Fair-
grounds Road in Prince Frederick,
MD for the report of property de-
struction. The complainant advised
an unknown suspect (s) scratched the
passenger side of her vehicle and flat-
tened a front tire. The estimated value
of damaged property is unknown at
this time.

Damaged Property: 22-17423

On March 29, 2022, DFC Burgraff
responded to 340 Fairgrounds Road in
Prince Frederick, MD for the report of
property destruction. The complainant
advised unknown suspect (s) damaged
a Coke machine located in the laun-
dry room of the mentioned property.
The value of the damaged property is
$200.00.

Theft: 22-17598

On March 30, 2022, Deputy Mor-
rison responded to the 4400 block of
Harvest Lane in Huntingtown, MD for
the report of a theft. The complain-
ant advised unknown suspect (s) stole
the rear registration plate to his ve-
hicle. The value of stolen property is
$150.00.

Vehicle Tampering: 22-17630

On March 30, 2022, Deputy Ander-
son responded to the 12300 block of
Algonquin Trail in Lusby, MD for the
report of vehicle tampering. The com-
plainant advised sometime between
March 25 and March 27, unknown
suspect (s) tampered with an unlocked
vehicle parked in the driveway of the
residence. Nothing appears to have
been stolen. The damage to the inte-
rior of the vehicle is estimated to be
$600.00.

ARRESTS

On April 1, 2022, Deputy Lee re-
sponded to the CVS Pharmacy located

at 10095 Ward Road in Dunkirk, MD
for the report of a theft. Investigation
revealed Curtis Sequan Cannon, 29
of  Washington
D.C., entered
the store, placed
several items
into a shopping
cart, passed all
points of sale,
and loaded the
stolen items into
a vehicle in the curtis Sequan Cannon
parking lot. Cur-

tis walked back into the CVS and be-
gan loading more items into the shop-
ping cart, and exited the store with
stolen items a second time. Curtis was
confronted by store employees and
fled the scene. Deputies located Can-
non and conducted a traffic stop in
the area of NB Rt. 4 and Brickhouse
Road in Dunkirk, MD. DFC B. De-
Leon observed several packages of
paper towels, laundry detergent, soap,
and deodorant inside the vehicle. The
total value of the stolen property was
$1,145.00. Curtis was transported to
the Calvert County Detention Cen-
ter where he was charged with Theft:
$100 to Under $1500 and Driving
without a License.

On March 31, 2022, Deputy Mor-
rison responded to Dunkirk Mar-
ket Place Shopping Center, located
at 10366 Southern Maryland Blvd,
Dunkirk, MD 20754, for report of a
shoplifting that had already occurred.
Investigation revealed Auctavias Tra-
von Blackwell,
26 of SE Wash-
ington D.C. and
three passengers
were in posses-
sion of household
goods, toiletry
products and
food items stolen
from four stores
in the Dunkirk,
MD area totaling
$1145.14. Blackwell was arrested and
transported to the Calvert County De-
tention Center where he was charged
with two counts of Theft: less than
$100, two counts of Theft: $100 to un-
der $1500, one count of Theft Scheme:
$100 to under $1500, and one count of
Possessing Contraband in a Place of
Confinement. Charges are pending for
Blackwell’s passengers.

Editor’s Note: The above arrests
are not an indication of guilt or in-
nocence as the cases have not been
adjudicated.

Auctavias Travon
Blackwell

JOB FAIRS

APRIL 28
ANDREWS AFB, MD

Sponsored by Top llI
10-2pm In-Person @ The Club
1889 Arnold Ave

11-2pm Virtual - https://pvapi.premierevirtual.com/s/8Q9mJ8
Deadline: April 22 for requesting base access approval
25+ companies

MAY 3

Patuxent River, MD
3-7pm In-Person @ Bay District VFD

Social Hall
46900 S. Shangri-La Dr.
Lexington Park, MD

4-7pm Virtual - https://pvapi.premierevirtual.com/s/dO7qEd
25+ companies

MAY 19

FREDERICKSBURG, VA

3-7pm In-Person @ Fredericksburg Expo
2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway

4-7pm Virtual - https://pvapi.premierevirtual.com/s/xGjN7d

REGISTER-POST RESUME
ONLINE / COMPANY UPDATES
WWW.JOBZONEONLINE.COM

434-263-5102 / 540-226-1473
Janet.Giles@JobZoneOnline.com
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The Back Creek

Jumping in and Swimming to the Challenge

By David Barrett
Submitted Article

Back Creek, located near the
mouth of the Patuxent River, is
approximately 1.5 miles long.
Boaters rate Back Creek as excel-
lent for wind protection, holding,
current flow, and scenic beauty.
Swimmers rate it as a fun place to
be.

I have spent a good bit of time
in the Atlantic Ocean. But I con-
fess that in 1997, when I moved my
family into the Harbor Point (HP)
development near the head of Back
Creek, I was reluctant to swim in
the water. There was something
about the combination of murky
water, unfamiliar marine life, and
boat effluent that caused me to
hesitate. However, we were swim-
ming off the Harbor Point floating
dock by the summer of 2000.

The “we” here includes my sons
Adam and Josh, and their friends
Matt Forsyth, Sam Forsyth, and
Chris Pillion. This was the core
group of the Back Creek swim-
mers. Later, Mike and Chris Rog-
ers joined the group.

At first, we kept to the upper
part of the creek. The furthest
down the creek we ever ventured
was to Solomons Landing. But on
a very sunny, early spring morn-
ing we took off for the sandy spit
at the end of Bean Road. I can’t say
what beckoned us, but after taking
a few steps through the shallows,
we pushed on to the Oyster Bay
peninsula. We rested there under
a dock by hanging on to the cross
beams.

The water was cold. At that time
Josh was “skin and bones, and a
couple of red blood cells.” So, he
was desperately chilled. 1 grap-
pled my way from a cross beam
to the deck beams, and hung there
as a human ladder. Josh climbed
up my body and all went well un-
til, for the last step, he placed his
foot on my face. For a moment he
stood shivering on the dock. And
then, in spite of bare feet, he took
off. Later my wife claimed to have
spotted a skinned rabbit speedily
rounding the corner from New-
town Road to Harbor Point.

We continued down the east side
of the creek and swam directly into
the reflected sunlight. We passed
under a huge catamaran and the
contrast between the intense light
and the solid darkness was stun-
ning. After that we crossed the
creek and rested on the underside
of a dock at Spring Cove Marina.

We continued this way down the
west side of the creek swimming
and resting from dock to dock.

I do not remember how far we
swam on that first venture, nor do
I remember how we made our way
back. I do remember the incred-
ible beauty of that morning. Back
Creek is a visual treasure anyway,
but there was something special
about seeing it from neck deep in
the water. I also remember a feel-
ing of triumph for we now owned
Back Creek.

This group of young teens and
pre-teens were hardy. With grow-
ing capability and maturity, the
need to rest under the docks went
away.

Each year there were two “sea-
sons” for swimming. The first was
from late April to the end of June.
The second was from September
to October. The break in the mid-
dle of these periods was due to the
presence of jellyfish. I wore shirts
when in the water and our style
of swimming was protective, so
there were times in August when
we swam with the jellyfish. But
onetime we pushed the beginning
of the second season too soon and
as a result, I experienced what it
is like to have tentacles wrapped
around my shoulder.

Our longest swim as a group
was from Harbor Point to Glass-
cock Beach. It involved a short
stop-over at Wrestle Beach which
is a sandy spit at the end of Point
Lane. (It was there that Josh and
Sam once jumped off of the chan-
nel marker while mooning the
passengers aboard the Tennison.)
From there we rounded Janes
Point, traveled up the western side
of Back Creek, and shot the Tide
Box.

Shooting the Tide Box was al-
ways fun, particularly when the
tide was strong. You could chal-
lenge your swimming strength by
fighting the current, and then en-
joy a free ride when you reversed
your direction. It can be said that
you have not really experienced
Solomons Island until you have
been startled by the Megalodon in
[Calvert Marine Museum], spent
some time in reflection at [Our
Lady Star of the Sea], and shot the
Tide Box.

Another frequent swim was to
the floating dock of the museum.
I particularly enjoyed doing this
swim alone in the evening. Climb-
ing out of the water at the muse-
um required grasping the dock’s

June 5, 2005 Patuxent River Crossnng Partlal team picture. Fro L to R.: Harley Mlke Matt Sam,
Josh, Adam

cleat with both hands and pulling
oneself upward. The maneuver in-
volved a sidewards roll that left me
on my back. Once in that position
I would always pause and lay there
to appreciate the darkening blue of
the sky. A special treat was to have
the moon in view. Passing through
the gate to the dock I would put
on my sandals and start the walk
home.

Our experiences were rich and
varied. Some were beautiful such
as swimming in the rain and see-
ing, at the waterline, the miniature
geysers caused by raindrops hit-
ting the water. Some experiences
were silly such as when grumpy
boaters had to inspect our passage
as if we were capable of damag-
ing their boats. There were also
creative moments as when Sam
and Josh invented the aggressive
game of “Swims with the Jelly-
Fishs” which involved too many
bodies trying to occupy a one-man
inflatable.

With the Back Creek conquered,
it was time to take on the Patux-
ent. On an early June day in 2005,
the Forsyths, the Rogers and the
Barretts gathered on Glasscock
Beach to cross the Patuxent River.
This time Sarah Forsyth joined us.
Mike also brought Harley Swan
a friend from school who worked
as a lifeguard in Virginia Beach.
Harley, being a pro, could swim
rings around us.

To support the crossing, we
had a canoe, a kayak, a tandem
kayak, and a 12-foot wooden row-

boat built by Sarah and her father
Brian. I manned the canoe. Mike
was in the kayak. Chris and his
father Andy paddled the tandem
kayak. Sarah and Brian piloted
the rowboat. Brian is a consum-
mate mariner, both by profession
and by love. If anyone has God’s
cellphone number, it is Andy. So,
we had the perfect support team.
Matt, Sam, Harley, Adam and Josh
swam the cross-over.

The conditions were good for
swimming. Just below the Thom-
as Johnson bridge there was not
much chop, little current and no
tidal pull. The water was warm
in the shallows, but it was chilly
in the main channel. Consequent-
ly halfway across the river Josh
plopped into the canoe and sat
there shivering.

The swimmers made landfall be-
tween the finger docks located on
the St. Mary’s side of the Patux-
ent. No one was worse for wear.
For the return, Sarah, Mike and
I would swim. Harley and Matt
would swim both ways. I have
no idea what the property owners
were thinking.

From across the river and neck
deep in water the facade of OLSS
is a tiny mark. I concentrated on
that mark throughout the swim. It
was reassuring to watch it grow
bigger and bigger until it finally
dominated the view.

Upon reaching the Calvert side
and standing in the shallows, I
turned to greet Sarah. We were
all physically competent, but only
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Boys....and Girls

: = " -
Swimmers from L. to R.: Matt, Dave, Mike, Harley, Sarah. Kayakers from L. to R.: Chris, Andy, Adam

the guys had experience with
the water. Although I expected
it, I wasn’t exactly sure that Sar-
ah would complete the swim. (I
wasn’t all that sure about myself
either.) Sarah had a smile of sat-
isfaction and a sparkle in her eye.
Naturally her father was proud of
her and her brother Matt, as he
completed his over-and-back chal-
lenge too.

Chris Rogers did not swim that
day. For this and other reasons we
would tease him about having a
vulnerability to the cold. But as
it will be told later, he redeemed
himself admirably.

Although we often swam late in
the day, the only swim that had us
in the water at dusk was a swim up
Back Creek. Starting at the rocks
bordering the OLSS parking lot,
Mike, Chris, Adam and I swam to
HP. Adam and Chris were in the
water before Mike and I, and they
were a good bit ahead of us by
the time we descended the rocks.
As Mike and I passed in front of
a large house on Point Lane the
homeowner called to us from a 2"
floor porch. “Are you okay?” he
asked. Mike and I stopped swim-
ming and started to tread water.
After a moment of silence, I said
“We’ll, were hungry.” After an
even greater moment of silence,
and with a tone of finality, the
homeowner said, “Keep swim-
ming.” It was the perfect retort.
Mike and I laughed and followed
his advice.

The two pair of swimmers didn’t
bunch together until Osprey Cove.
By then the sun was nearly down.
As we entered the upper part of
the creek, the trees blocked what
little light remained. Rather than
casting a feeling of gloom, the
dark heightened our senses. As we
neared the dock, we were aware
that there were folks sitting there
enjoying the evening. It was Bob
and Carol Lightstone with a group
of friends. They were not startled
by swimmers suddenly coming
out of the water. Stoney was prob-
ably just thinking “Its only Dave
and his crew.”

Our adventures included two
notable failures. Sam, Adam and
I once took on the challenge of
swimming completely around Sol-
omons Island. Starting at Glass-
cock Beach we made our way
down the Patuxent. Either the cur-
rents were against us, or we mis-
understood the tide, but it took us
a long time to reach Sandy Point.
While swimming along the rocks
in front of the Chesapeake Biolog-
ical Lab, and unusual for us, we
folded. I'm sure someone has cir-
cumnavigated the Island, but for
us it remains an unconquered task.

The other failure was when
Adam and I decided to swim the
length of Back Creek. Late one af-
ternoon we took off from HP and
swam without a break to Wrestle
Beach. Once there we took a step,
saw that there was no boat traffic,
and kept going. After making our

way down the east side of Molly’s
Leg, our goal was in sight. As we
got approximately halfway across
the last section of Back Creek, a
Maryland Natural Resources po-
lice boat rounded the mouth of the
creek and made a beeline towards
us. Someone must have “reported”
us. The boat was manned by two
officers, Tubby and the Spitter.
(Please note that these are not de-
rogatory nicknames. Rather, they
are just appropriate characteriza-
tions of two people whose names
we never learned.) As the boat
pulled alongside of us, the Spit-
ter wanted to know what we were
doing. I answered that we were
swimming the length of the creek.
He responded with a statement
about how swimming is not pro-
hibited, but that it was up to him
to judge our ability to do so safely.
He allowed us to take one stroke,
and then ordered us into the boat.

As we attempted to grasp the
gunwale, Tubby, a sizeable man,
easily lifted us on board. Upon
being quizzed I told the officers
where we had entered the water
and we proceeded up the creek.
Initially, Tubby engaged us in
some conversation. The Spitter
just spat. Adam was angry that our
quest was interrupted, but then on
the bow of the boat he and I quietly
engaged in our own conversation,
and soon we were just appreciat-
ing the beauty of the creek.

The Spitter accompanied us
onto the HP dock. At that point

he lectured me about water safe-
ty and foolish behavior. From his
perspective, he was absolutely
correct. It was his responsibility
to protect the waterways and the
people that use them. But our “be-
havior,” although out of the ordi-
nary, was not illegal. And we were
quite safe. Our risk level was much
less than that of the county drivers
who at that moment were speeding
well in excess of the posted speed
limits. From my perspective, I was
willing to engage in this activ-
ity in order to build lasting bonds
with my son. However, I vocalized
none of this, because the Spitter,
through his office and his concern,
deserved my respect. We thanked
the officers and they departed.

Our last swim was in November
of 2016. Adam, I, and the Rogerii
decided to test our ability to endure
cold water. We entered the Patux-
ent from Glasscock Beach. I led,
and the water was a shock to my
feet and legs. However, I realized
that if I hesitated, the adventure
was over. I pushed forward and
began to swim. Mike, Adam and
Chris followed without a qualm.
We made our way to the Tide Box,
passed through it, and entered the
west side of Back Creek. The cold
had little effect on us as long as
we swam vigorously. Having ex-
perienced the conditions, we made
our way back through the Tide
Box and onto the beach. Back in
the air we quickly grew quite cold.
Chris couldn’t stop shivering, so
to warm himself he went for a run.
It was the kind of solution that
makes me proud of the Back Creek
Swimmers. And let it be noted that
no Barrett will ever ride him again
about dreading the cold.

That was our last swim. At one
time it was possible to see the
bottom of Back Creek and all of
the marine life that it contained.
When we started swimming in the
creek the water was already per-
manently murky. We ended our
activities when Vibrio bacteria
became a concern in the brackish
waters of the Chesapeake.

I have tried to live cleanly. We
kept the Back Creek as we found
it. Still, Harbor Point was just an-
other development that adversely
influenced the fate of the natural
area around it. Such is life. Now
just about all of the Back Creek
swimmers have children of their
own. As a society, we need to re-
store the waterways of the Chesa-
peake, for it is my hope that there
will be a future generation of Back
Creek swimmers.
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Benjamin Moore’

Benjamin Moors

$34.99 35 st‘j\RDs CARD*

SALE : % ’ s - 3 . V. : . : | . ] $29900
Sgggg 4 & L a0 : P2 EGO” POWER# 56 Volt

Ace® 6 Cu. Ft.
Steel Wheelbarrow :Q‘
7331705 .t

16" POWERLOAD"
String Trimmer
7026061

15" String Trimmer with Rapid
Reload Head, 7804867...SALE 179
15" POWERLOAD" String Trimmer,

i
*
¥

You Pay $99.99.
Limit2 t this pric $99.99 WITHACE

\

Scotts® 4 Step® Annual Program
Covers 5000 sq. ft.

7287154 Limit 2 at this price.

4 Step® Annual Seeding Program, 5000 Sq. Ft.,
7287188...114.99 -30 With Ace Rewards Card,*
You Pay $84.99. Limit 2 at this price.

$239.99 -350 ;vém\&ns CARD*

Scotts® 4 Step® Annual Program

Covers 15,000 sq. ft.

7287162 Limit 2 at this price.

4 Step® Annual Seeding Program, 15,000 Sq. Ft.,

7287618...5274.99 -75 With Ace Rewards Card,*
You Pay$199.99. Limit 2 at this price.

® Landscape
#Fabric, 3' x 50’
7024620
131100, 7024622...
SALE 12.99 &

$3799

Mobile Hose Reel Cart
Holds 175’ of 5/8" hose.
7205271

- Hose and nozzle sold separalely

‘Ace® 504
Flexogen® Premium
Garden Hose i

LU FERTLZER

: C i
WITH AC WITH ACE WITH ACE
$18.99 -32 REWARDE CARD* $24.99 '52 REWARDS CARD* $26.99 = $2 REWARDS CARD* $89.99 -320 Klg}:x‘a\ns CARD* $199.99 '340 NERARSE CARD* $18.99 -32 REWARDS CARD*

$2299

Ace® Lawn Fertilizer

Covers 5000 sq. ft.

7475379

Limit 2 at this price.

15,000 Sq. Ft., 7475346...542.99 -6
With Ace Rewards Card,* You Pay *36.99.
Limit 2 at this price.

e

SALE

3 each

42" Tomato Cage
7795651

Whiskey Barrel
Planter
7218282,7803315

Ace® Weed and Feed
Covers 5000 sq. ft.

7475403

Limit 2 at this price.

15,000 Sq. Ft., 7475460...554.99 -6
With Ace Rewards Card *

You Pay 48.99.

Limit 2 at this price.

52499

Ace® Crabgrass Preventer
with Fertilizer
Covers 5000 sq. ft.
7475262
Limit 2 at this price.
15,000 Sq. Ft., 7475528...465.99 %6
With Ace Rewards Card,* You Pay *59.99.
Limit 2 at this price.
-

SALE

52122

Fiskars® Bypass Pruner,
Bypass Lopper or
Hedge Shears
7100365, 7218423, 7288509

Ace® Annual Program
7158314 7287279
Limit 2 at this price.

5,000 Sq. Ft.

Plants not included.

Ace® Annual Program Ace® Lawn Fertilizer

Covers 5000 sq. ft.

Limit 2 at this price. 7475379

Limit 2 at this price.

15,000 Sq. Ft., 7475346...%42.99 %6

With Ace Rewards Card,* You Pay $36.99.
Limit 2 at this price.

15,000 Sq. Ft.

'SALE

5419

10'x 10’
Arched Pergola
80481067 %

EGO" POWER+ 56 Volt
Blower & Trimmer Combo Kit
+ 15" string trimmer has rapid reload head
+ 530 cfm handheld blower
« Includes 2.5 amp lithium-ion battery

and charger
7007093




Spring Home Improvement

Low-Cost Ways to ARROLL’

Revamp Living Areas SERVICE CENTER

Home improvement projects
require substantial financial
investment. But just because a

T g mﬂ!ﬁ.".ﬁ'mllﬂl i '":iilulll ||_l||_||'|i"|lh“ﬂﬂ|\“\%_

he or she has to break the bank
along the way.

Living rooms are some of the 2592 _ & gy )
most frequently used spaces in ._ Py o o e L8 = ' 'y T
a home, and they can use an up- ' SO :
date from time to time to stay on =
trend or to make the area more Ll === 17723 Three NOtCh Road
functional for a changing family A S
dynamic. Here are some bud- A N/ Dameron! M D 20628
get-friendly ideas for breathing 3 WWW.ca rro”sequ|pment_com

new life into living room designs.

e Establish the budget. 0
Homeowners should figure out _ 0 /0
how many dollars they can des-

ignate to a living room makeover _ ) ] /= FlnanC|ng
before purchasing supplies or - = W Available

hiring out the work. Figure out
the scope of the remodel, visit
stores or suppliers to price out
materials, get estimates from
contractors, and then plan for
some unforseen circumstances
along the way to determine if
this type of renovation is afford-
able. If not, scale things back un-
til the project more closely aligns
with your budget.

301-872-5553 .57 an

MARBLE, GRANITE, LIMESTONE, QUARTZ ENGINEERED STONE,

GRAVELY

bring back character. There also
are ventless freestanding units

i that are quite affordable that SLATE, SOAPSTONE AND RECYCLED MATERIALS
I'_‘CE?nge tjhf) pa;\r;t C°"|"" can mimic the look of a built-in —
ighter and brighter colors are  firaplace. i
on trend. A can or two of paint P ) - Visit Ow’d
can do wonders for updating a * Reupholster instead of re- S’COYIC yar

today’

space without a large financial place fu,rniture.

commitment. Pair that new paint There’s no need to throw away
color with new window cover- quality furniture if the fabric is
ings and complementary throw the only thing impeding design.

pillows to pull the theme togeth- New upholstery or even a slip-
er with minimal expense. cover can update designs.

« Update the flooring. * Conquer clutter. .
Tired, outdated carpeting or Rather than adding something
other flooring can use an over- to the living room, remove clut-

haul. While solid hardwood floor-  ter to give the room a more airy
ing may be preferable, there are feel. This can instantly change
many types of laminate flooring the look of the room. Use cord
that mimic the looks of popu- covers to tame plugs for elec-
lar wood colors and styles for a tronics and remove unnecessary

fraction of the cost. Plus, many furniture from the room.

are sold at home improvement e Improve lighting.
retailers and even at warehouse Another easy and often inex- s o l D R O c K
clubs or online for reasonable pensive fix is to change lighting
prices. Laminate flooring also fixtures, including using brighter,
may be a potential DIY job fora  more energy efficient LED bulbs, SOUTHERN MARYLAND'S ORIGINAL SOURCE
skilled homeowner, saving even and to assess lighting needs to FOR STONE COUNTERTOPS AND MORE
more money. eliminate dark corners of rooms
« Introduce a fireplace. that can make the space seem LOCAL CRAFTS MANSHIP
Fireplaces were once hot drab.
commodities, but that popularity Living room spaces in need of AT lTs BEST!
waned in the 1970s and 1980s. an update often can benefit from
Homeowners with chimneys may improvements that go easy on 301-375-8300
discover a fireplace was board- the wallet. WWW.SOLIDROCKCO.COM

ed over and the bare bones still
exist that can be renovated to

4205 RAY DRIVE, LA PLATA
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At Griffin’s Flooring America, we offer a wide
range of home improvement services such as

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELLING,

ROOFING, DECKS, & PAINTING
All in addition to the flooring products &

| ; \
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do all the work. We take care of
everything. The Plumber, Electrician
and more so you don’t have to worry.

SHOP AT HOME!
3501-862-2700 OR 410-414-9293

LEXINGTON PARK . 22806 Gunston Dr.
WWW.GRIFFINSFLOORINGAMERICA.COM
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6 Ways to Make Your Garden More Successful

Homeowners enjoy gardening
for many different reasons. In ad-
dition to adding beauty to a prop-
erty, gardens can offset grocery
costs by vielding tasty produce.
They also offer important habitats
and food sources for both insects
and animals.

While growing a vegetable or
flower garden can turn into a re-
warding hobby, or even a passion,
gardening also can be overwhelm-
ing — particularly when the results
are less than stellar. Novice gar-
deners have scores of resources at
their disposal, including the advice
of gardeners who have made
mistakes and learned from them.
The following guidance can make
home gardens that much more
successful.

1. Start small.

You may have visions of an
expansive garden growing rows of
crops or acres of flowers. But it is
smart to start small and build on
what you find successful, which
includes plants that thrive in your
lawn and garden.

This also is beneficial if you are
unsure of vegetable yields. Several
blooming plants producing bush-

HEARM

FIREPLACES HorTuss )
C y

301 .997.000..5"

28420 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD
LEONARDTOWN MD 20650

somdhearth.com
somdhearth@gmail.com

els of crops can be overwhelm-

ing, especially if you can’t get to
harvesting or cooking them in a
timely fashion.

2. Assess the soil.

Plants need nutrient-rich soil to
encourage extensive root systems
and produce strong, hardy plants,
according to the gardening re-
source GrowVeg. Nourish soil with
organic matter, such as manure,
compost, shredded leaves, and
natural mulch. Add this organic
matter in the off-season to give it
enough time to be incorporated
into the ground before spring.
You can have your soil tested for
pH and other characteristics that
make it friendly or averse to plants
at a local garden center.

3. Arm yourself with knowledge.
Do you know how deeply to
plant seeds and how far apart
to space plants? Are you aware
of the sunlight needs of certain
flowers or plants? If not, read the
packaging and do your research
so your plants have the best
chance of not only sprouting, but
also surviving. Many people prefer
to start seedlings indoors in late
winter and then transfer those

plants outdoors when they are
stronger and more established.

4. Sit in your yard and observe.

Watch the way the sunlight
dances over areas of your land-
scape. Take note of which areas
get the most sun and shade. This
will help you plan what to plant
and where to plant it. Vegetable
gardens tend to need ample sun-

light to bear pick-worthy produce.

You can give plants a leg up by
growing them in optimal condi-
tions.

5. Choose hardy varieties.
Certain plants have been bred
to thrive in your climate, including

heat-tolerant plants for climates
with sweltering summer sun. Con-
sult with a local gardening center
to figure out which plant zone you
are in and which plants will do
best within that zone.

6. Use rainwater.

Rainwater contains fewer con-
taminants and additives than tap
water, which can benefit garden
plants. Collect rainwater in rain
barrels and use irrigation systems
to deliver it to the garden.

Home gardens can yield many
gifts, from flowers to fruit. Begin-
ners can utilize some time-tested
strategies to increase their chanc-
es of planting a successful garden.
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(301) 862-1000 or 1-855-764-(4GAS) 4427
SERVICE

Taylor Gas Company offers full service installation
and repair for a breadth of propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY

The customer is our top priority here at Taylor Gas. We provide 24 hour
emergency service and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland area.

EXPERIENCE

Combining extensive training with 68 years of on-the-job experience,
you can be sure that you'll be getting the best service available.




Spring Home Improvement

How to Keep Outdoor L1V1ng Areas Safe

Outdoor living spaces are a
wildly popular trend. A 2021 sur-
vey conducted on behalf of the
International Casual Furnishings
Association and American Home
Furnishings Alliance found that
90 percent of individuals sur-
veyed felt outdoor living spaces
are more valuable than ever. That
popularity was evident during
the pandemic, during which 23
percent of respondents indicated
they bought new furniture while
18 percent acknowledged build-
ing a deck.

The excitement of seeing a
new or renovated outdoor living
area can make it easy to overlook
safety. But outdoor living areas,
particularly those that include en-
tertaining areas with televisions,
lighting and other electronics, can
pose significant safety hazards
if homeowners don’t take some
necessary precautions.

¢ Use an appropriate extension
cord.

String lights above outdoor
living spaces like decks and pa-
tios can create a warm, relaxing
nighttime vibe. Those lights need
to be plugged in, which increases
the risk for electrical accidents.

When utilizing an extension cord
outdoors, never use a cord desig-
nated for indoor use. Outdoor ex-
tension cords are better insulated
than cords made for indoor use.
That insulation provides better
protection against the elements,
including sunlight, changes in
temperature and moisture. When
using an extension cord outdoors,
make sure the cord is secured
and not left lying on a deck or
patio where it can easily become
a tripping hazard.

¢ Consider fencing.

Fencing can make an outdoor
living space more private and
safe. Local laws may mandate
that pools be enclosed with fenc-
ing, but even living spaces with-
out pools can be made safer with
the installation of a fence. Firepits
are wildly popular, as more than
35 percent of homeowners who
responded to the ICFA survey
acknowledged their intention to
purchase new firepits in 2021.
Adding fencing around areas with
firepits establishes boundaries,
which is a must for homeowners
with small children. Fencing also
makes it harder for local wild-
life to gain access to a property,

which can decrease residents’ risk
for tick-borne diseases like Lyme
disease.

e Purchase an outdoor televi-
sion.

Outdoor televisions can be
expensive, but the cost of such
devices will depend on what
homeowners are looking for.
Homeowners who plan to spend
ample time outdoors watching
games, movies and their favor-
ite shows may feel a high-end
outdoor television, which can
cost anywhere from $10,000
to $20,000, is well worth the
investment. But those working
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with smaller budgets can find a
quality 4K outdoor TV for around
$2,000. That’s still a steep price
tag, but the electronics experts
at P.C. Richard & Son note that
outdoor TVs are designed with
safety features that indoor tele-
visions don’t have. For example,
outdoor TVs can self-regulate
temperature and moisture levels,
greatly reducing the risk of elec-
trical issues.

Outdoor living spaces are wildly
popular. Homeowners are urged
to prioritize safety when design-
ing and enjoying outdoor enter-
taining areas at their homes.

E ; 7969-20719
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See Doyle’s for any

type of flooring needs!

Family Owned & Operated in
Southern Maryland

Since 1969

LVT Plank Flooring, 1st quality, 12 mil, for $2.39sq.ft.!}

Price subject to change, exact styles at this price depend on availability

Mon. - Fri. 9:00 am -5:30 pm, Sat. 10:00 am -2:00pm,

Doyle’s Carpet & Furniture
20041 Point Lookout Rd. ¢ Lexington Park

www.doylesofsomd.com
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Repairs & Installation
Garage Doors ¢ Broken Springs ¢« Panel Replacement
Garage Door Openers « Annual Maintenance Agreements

Service on All Makes & Models
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GARAGE DOORS
SMpw. 410-257-5808

www.garagedoorsandmore-md.com

Commercial & Residential
101 Skipjack Road e Suite 2
Prince Frederick, MD
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DYSON

BUILDING CENTER
The Quality Difference

20375 Point Lookout Road, Great Mills / 301-994-9000
Open Mon-Sat 7-5 / www.dysonbuildingcenter.com

-Specialty Hardwoods  -Lawn & Garden
-Western Cedar Lumber -Mulch, Soil, Fertilizer
-Paints & Stains -Bird Seed & Feeders

-Siding & Metal Roofing
-Plumbing Supplies
-Special Orders

-And So Much More!

6-ACRE LUMBER YARD
.. 12,000-SQ.FT. STORE

100% SOLAR
‘ POWERED

-Marine Supplies
-Ground Treated Lumber

-Stainless Steel &

& Galvanized Fasteners

Spring Home Improvement

How to Prepare Landscapes
For New Plants

New plants can add much
to a landscape. Whether
they’re replacing plants that
are no longer thriving or
being added to supplement
an existing landscape, new
plants are an affordable way
to give a home’s exterior a
whole new look.

Much consideration is given
to which plants to add to
a landscape. That’s under-
standable, as homeowners
want to choose plants that
will thrive and won’t compro-
mise the health of surround-
ing plants and trees. Before
planting or even choosing
plants, it’s important to
plan for new additions to
a landscape. Preparing the
landscape can inform home-
owners about which plants
to purchase and can ensure
they thrive after planting.

e Document sunlight expo-
sure.

Plants have different needs,
and one of the biggest dif-
ferences between species is
the amount of sunlight they
need to thrive. According to
Penn State Extension, plants
characterized as “full sun”
require six or more hours of
sunlight per day, while those
considered “partial sun” need
between four and six hours
of sunlight per day. Plants
designated as “partial shade”
need two to four hours of
sun per day, while “shade”
plants need less than two
hours of sunlight a day. Doc-
umenting sunlight exposure
in advance gives homeown-
ers an idea of which plants
should be planted and where
they should be planted. Jot
down these observations in
a journal over several weeks
and then choose plants that
will thrive in each area.

e Test the soil.

A soil pH test is a simple
and quick way to determine
the acidity of soil. Soil pH
levels will indicate how likely
a plant is to thrive in a given
spot. High levels won’t nec-
essarily mean an area should
be avoided, as some plants
thrive in acidic soils. Addi-
tional soil tests can deter-
mine other characteristics,
such as the nutrient levels
of soil and the amount of
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Each of these variables can
help homeowners make the
right choices as they intro-
duce new plants to their
properties.

e Consider local wildlife.

If local wildlife makes its
presence known on a prop-
erty, homeowners may want
to take proactive steps prior
to planting anything new. A
new fence might prevent an-
imals like deer from getting
in, but that likely won’t do
much to repel smaller ani-
mals like squirrels, rabbits or
foxes. If wildlife is a concern,
homeowners can seek advice
at their local garden center
about which plants certain
animals are likely to ignore.
Homeowners who want to
attract wildlife can do the
same in reverse, choosing
plants wildlife will be drawn
to. Homeowners who want
to deter wildlife should erect
fencing or other barriers pri-
or to planting.

e Clear space if necessary.

Plants grow up and out,
and cramped quarters can
make it hard for new plants
to thrive. Some may thrive
but only at the expense of
other plants. If necessary,
clear space prior to planting
to ensure plants have ample
space to grow.

Some pre-planting land-
scape preparation can ensure
new plants thrive.
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How to Stay Safe on DIY Projects

Home improvement projects
can be costly. Depending on
the scope of the project, the
choice of materials and the skill
level involved to see the project
through to successful comple-
tion, homeowners could be on
the hook for thousands of dol-
lars or even more when renovat-
ing their homes.

One popular way homeown-
ers look to cut such costs is to
do some, if not all, of the work
themselves. Indeed, do-it-your-
selfers can save a considerable
amount of money. Estimates
from the U.S. Census Bureau’s
American Housing Survey indi-
cate that homeowners can save
anywhere from 50 to 80 percent
on DIY projects compared to
what they might pay for com-
parable work to be performed
by a contractor. However, the
key there is “comparable.” Cost
overruns could derail DIY sav-
ings rather quickly if homeown-
ers have little renovating skill or
experience. But homeowners’
wallets aren’t the only thing in
jeopardy if a DIY project goes
awry.

Renovation projects require
attention to detail, and that
includes an emphasis on safety.
Homeowners who are injured
on DIY projects may face costly
medical bills, while projects that
are completed without incident
could later pose safety hazards
that require work to be redone,
which is both expensive and a
threat to personal safety in the
interim. DIYers need not be dis-
couraged from taking projects
on themselves, but they should
heed these tips to stay safe
when working on their homes.

¢ Make sure you choose the
right ladder. DIYers may spend
ample time shopping for drills
and other electronic tools and
gadgets that are fun to use.

But ample time also must be
afforded to the type of ladder
you intend to use on a project.
Estimates from the West Bend
Insurance Company indicate
that roughly 90,000 people visit
the emergency room due to lad-
der accidents each year. Never
use a broken ladder or an aging
ladder that’s uneven. In addition,
do not use a ladder that forces
you to reach far away. If you're
leaning while using a ladder,

the ladder is either too short

for your project or positioned
too far away from the wall. The

National Home Security Alliance
advises DlYers to place their
ladder one foot from the wall for
every four feet it rises above the
ground. Test your ladders for
their sturdiness prior to begin-
ning work so you aren’t tempted
to use a subpar ladder.

* Be especially careful with
power tools. Power tools can
do a lot and they’re fun to use.
But it’'s important that DIYers do
not let fun distract them from
safety. The Power Tool Institute
urges power tool users to wear
personal protective equipment,
including eye and hearing pro-
tection and a dust mask, when-
ever using power tools. The PTI
also advises users to make sure
tools are powered down before
plugging them in and to inspect
the tool before using it. Inspec-
tions can confirm that all guards
are in place and that tools are
up to the task at hand. Much
like it’s unsafe to overreach on a
ladder, overreaching when using
power tools increase the risk for
mistakes, accidents and injuries.

e Avoid electrical work. Com-
plicated electrical work is best
left to the professionals. Esti-
mates from the Electrical Safety
Foundation International indi-
cate that electrical malfunctions
cause more than 50,000 house
fires each year. Such malfunc-
tions can occur for myriad rea-
sons, and a lack of experience
working with electrical circuits
and breakers could make homes
vulnerable to malfunctions and
fires. It’s also worth noting that
homeowners’ insurance policies

may not cover damage caused
by DIY electrical work. So at the
very least homeowners should
contact their insurance provid-
ers to determine if any accidents
or injuries caused by DIY elec-
trical work would be covered by

their policies.

DIY renovation projects can
save homeowners a lot of
money, but those savings aren’t
worth compromising your safety
and the safety of your loved
ones.

SCHOENBAUER
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301-884-3011 . schoenbauer.com
30507 Potomac Way, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
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Did You Know

The National Association
of Landscape Professionals
notes that lawns can sup-
port a significant number
of insects feeding on them
because the grass grows
much faster than the insects
can damage it. But notice-
able damage, such as brown
patches in the grass, sev-
ered roots and grass that
is easily pulled up, indicate
that insect infestations are
significant enough to require
intervention. Lawn care

professionals can work with
homeowners to develop
solutions to address insect
infestations. Infestation pre-
vention involves a handful
of strategies, not the least
of which is ensuring a lawn
is properly cared for. Such
care delivers nutrients to the
lawn and reduces its risk of
becoming undernourished.
Undernourished lawns are
more vulnerable to insect
infestations and weeds.

ustCuttsLawns
Sprmg Cleanup Spec1al

Lawn Mowing
(Weekly or Bi-weekly)

Flowerbed Muiching
Lawn Fertilizing
Pressure Washing

Call 301-556-8335

Spring Home Improvement

o How to Pick the Right
Trees For Your Property

Trees benefit a landscape
by serving both aesthetic and
utilitarian functions. A home
surrounded by healthy green
trees can be a sight to behold,
and those same trees can
benefit surrounding plants
and wildlife at the same time.

As appealing as trees are,
not all trees and landscapes
make for the perfect match.
The Arbor Day Foundation
(ADF) notes the importance
of planning when designing a
landscape. Planning ensures
the trees homeowners ulti-
mately choose for their prop-
erties will grow well in the soil
and moisture present in their
yards.

Careful consideration of a
handful of variables can help
homeowners determine which
trees will make the best fit for
their properties.

e Height

Homeowners must consider
the projected height of a tree
before planting it. Avoid trees
that will bump into anything
when fully grown, as that can
adversely affect surrounding
greenery and pose a safety
hazard. The ADF'’s tree siz-
ing guide can be accessed at
https://www.arborday.org/
trees/rightTreeAndPlace/size.
cfm and serves as an invalu-
able resource for homeowners
who want to plant new trees
around their properties.

e Canopy spread

Trees grow out as well as up,
so it’s important to consider
their potential width at ma-
turity as well. The ADF sizing
guide can help homeowners
get an idea of how wide a

tree is likely to be at maturity.
Trees that spread out quite a
bit don’t necessarily need to
be avoided, but it’s import-
ant that they’re planted far
enough apart so they don’t
adversely affect surrounding
plants. In addition, wide trees
that are planted too close
together can make the land-
scape appear crowded, tak-
ing something away from its
aesthetic appeal.

e Growth rate

Growth rate is an import-
ant variable because it can
affect how quickly homeown-
ers will see changes in their
landscapes. Homeowners
who want to plant for privacy
can consider trees with quick
growth rates or purchase
more mature trees that are al-
ready near full growth. Those
who are not in need of instant
transformation can try trees
with slower growth rates,
which the ADF notes typically
live longer than fast-growing
species.

e Requirements

Different trees require dif-
ferent amounts of sun and
moisture and different soil
components to thrive. Home-
owners can have their soil
tested to determine which
trees will thrive in it. Local
garden centers can be a great
resource for homeowners who
want insight as to which trees
will thrive in their local cli-
mates.

Trees serve many functions
on a property. Choosing the
right trees for a landscape
requires careful consideration
of a host of variables.
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Signs it is Time to Overhaul Your Kitchen

Remodeling a kitchen adds
value to a home. Remodeling
Magazine’s “Cost vs. Value
Report” indicates mid-range
kitchen remodels cost about
$66,000, and homeowners
can expect to recover about
60 to 80 percent of that cost
at resale.

Homeowners may wonder
if remodeling their kitchens
is worth the investment. But
homeowners should not just
consider cost, but also the
current conditions of their
kitchens when deciding if a
renovation project is the right
move to make. These signs in-
dicate it may be time to reno-
vate a kitchen.

* Breakers are triggered

If the lights go dark from a
tripped circuit breaker every
time you try to microwave and
run the toaster oven at the
same time, your wiring is likely
not up to the task of handling
the workload and could be out
of date. A kitchen remodel will
assess wiring load needs and
an electric overhaul may be
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Z ownl&od our free mdblle cpp or use our fexting
service to report an outage or pay your bill.

xeco coop/SMEC0247
AN

necessary.

e Lack of storage

One of the biggest hassles
homeowners encounter in
their kitchens is a lack of stor-
age space. If making a meal
involves a Jenga-like stacking
and rearranging of kitchen
tools, or if an avalanche oc-
curs whenever you search for
an item, you might need more
storage. A carefully planned
redesign can achieve this,
even in a smaller kitchen.

e Outdated appliances

Even if your appliances are
not avocado green or mus-
tard yellow relics of the 1970s,
they might still need to be
replaced. According to CRD
Design, appliances are only
expected to last around 10 to
15 years. If appliances have be-
come unsafe or energy hogs, it
could be time for a remodel.

e Family is expanding (or
shrinking)

Kitchens often are the heart
of a home. They need to meet
the needs of the family that
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resides in that home. A remod-
el can add space as needed.
On the flip side, when a couple
becomes empty nesters, kitch-
ens can be redesigned and
downsized to reflect their new
needs and desires, such as the
addition of a wine chiller or
espresso station.

e Poor lighting

Task lighting is essential in a
kitchen, but older homes may
not be equipped with light-
ing where it’s most needed.
A carefully designed remod-
el can improve lighting with
under-cabinet lights, pen-
dants, overhead lighting, and
even natural light to make the
space attractive and more
functional.
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In addition tfo
overhead lines,
SMECO has many
underground
electric lines. Call
Miss Utility ot 811
\ before you dig.
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e Frequent run-ins

The notion that you can have
too many cooks in the kitch-
en refers to having too many
people trying to pitch in or
offer their opinions. However,
it also can apply to when too
many people are gathering in
a small space. Redesigning a
kitchen can improve the effi-
ciency of a space and make
the room feel larger.

e Aesthetic appeal

Many kitchen remodels have
been inspired by unsightly
kitchens. Cosmetic changes
can lead to big improvements.

Kitchen renovations can
add instant appeal and help
address issues that tend to
plague outdated rooms.

Stay safe around
power lines

With the return of spring, many people are excited

to head outdoors and get started on some projects

{ around the house and yard. It's important to stay safe
4 and be aware of overhead power lines. Look up.

.+ Never climb power poles or transmission towers.
* Never climb trees near power lines.

* Keep equipment away from overhead lines when
carrying ladders, pool skimmers, and pruning tools.

* |f you are doing work close to power lines—such
as frimming trees, working on your roof, or doing
exterior renovations—keep yourself, your ladder
and anything you are handling a safe distance

from the power line.

» Contact SMECO fo disconnect power
if you are doing work that requires
close contact with overhead lines
aftached to your home.

* Use a licensed electrician for all
electrical work.

* Plant trees away from power lines.

£C0

People. Power. Progress.



Now You Can Browse, Plan & Shop Your Landscape Project Online

ShopWentworthNursery.com
Easy Ordering. Easy Delivery.
Start Your Garden or Landscape Project Online Today!

TREE PLANTING GROW YOUR OWN SPRING LAWN
PLANT TREES FOR SHADE AND COLOR VEGGIES, FUIT TREES & BERRIES & GARDEN CARE

GreenView Lawn Food

5,000 sq. ft.

Only $2488
15,000 sq. ft.

Only $4988

GreenView Green Smart
Weed & Feed

5,000 sq. ft. bag

Only $2788
15,000 sq. ft. bag

PLANT A NATIVE only 37788

WILDLIFE GARDEN Espoma

Holly-tone

18lb. bag

d only 31 gs8

Preen

Weed Killer

5.6 Ib size
250 sq. ft.

$9788
r : crimson - LA
CANDY CORNY{" I PYGMY Espoma
SPIREAR. | & BELL 1 BARBERRY ; [:IR (113

WALKS WALLS & PATIOS WENTWORTH 45b. bag

Only

FUNCTION AND BEAUTY LAWN MANAGEMENT $g8s

Peat Moss
Natural all organic 59—;%'—-
soil conditioner.

3.8 cu. ft bale
Only $1 888

3 cu. ft. Shredded
Hardwood

| '-_'-.:_J-Lawn Care -4-'@: “Bay Friendly” I3
- Program | Lawn Care' Program | Pallet (45 Bags)

WentworthNursery com/lawn care-services/ $459
% AsLOwAS

m Wentworth Nursery NOW SCHEDULING

Spring Hours: ol * Yearly Lawn Care * Spring Pruning - Cleanup

Prince Frederick . .
70050|0m0ns|s|und Road, Prince Frederick Mon.-Fri. 96, = 41170 Oakvills Road, Mechanicsville * Mulching - Hardscape ‘Landscape Projects
D SK

410-535-3664 o 866-535-3664 Sat & Sun. 9-5 301-373-9245 » 800-451-1427
Easter Sunday Closed ' 5 minutes North of Hollywood CALL TODAY for an ESTIMATE: 800-451-1427

WentworthNursery.com or visit WentworthNursery.com/landscape-consultation/
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Ten Honored at Women
of the World Easter Festival In

Chesapeake Beach

i

Top Row (I tor): Chloe Ewalt, Elaine PhlIIlps Norma Imershein, Pamela Mackall, Rose Vought

Bottom Row (I to r): Sheila Montague Parker, Shelby Potts, Sydney Coojsey, Robyn Truslow

More than 150 people joined the Cal-
vert County Commission for Women
(CCCW) and its six community partner
organizations on March 12 to celebrate
the achievements and contributions of
10 outstanding Calvert County women
at the 19th Annual Women of the World
(WOW) Celebration.

Given the success of the virtual 2021
WOW and because of the unknowns
about the pandemic as planning began
for 2022, WOW was again held virtually
this year with the Calvert Library provid-
ing skilled technical support. The 2022
Women of the World was chaired and co-
ordinated by Joan Dowell Winship, chair
of the Commission for Women

The 50th anniversary of Title IX in
2022 provided the theme for this year’s
Women of the World. It was ‘Title IX at
50 — Celebrate and Know your 1X,” and
was the ideal opportunity to celebrate and
learn more about Title IX and its impact
on women and girls...as well as society
as a whole.

Each year the Commission for Women
awards fourOutstanding Achievements
Awards. Nominations are sought com-
munity-wide in four categories: Advo-
cacy, Business, Service and Woman of
Tomorrow.

This year the recipients were:

» For Advocacy — Robyn Truslow,
Public Relations Coordinator for the Cal-
vert Library for her outstanding support
for partnering with the Commission for
Women and her advocacy for the rights of
all people as well as advocacy on the en-
vironment, especially protection of land
in Calvert County;

* For Business — Shelby Potts, currently
Director of Admissions for the College
of Southern Maryland, for her leadership
with United Way and the many agencies,
organizations, and people it serves as well
as her work over the years with mentoring
students in post-secondary education;

* For Service — Jennifer Lankford for
her volunteer work as a first responder
with volunteer fire departments as well as
her nursing leadership, especially during
the pandemic; and

* For Women of Tomorrow - Syd-
ney Cooksey, a junior at Northern High

School who has been a student leader in
school, and in several community service
and youth organizations, and whose per-
formance in school, sports and other ac-
tivities as well as her volunteer leadership
indicates she is truly a young woman of
today as well as tomorrow.

Six community partner organizations
helped in the planning of WOW. Each
recognized an outstanding volunteer who
has provided leadership and many contri-
butions to their organization. The WOW
partner organizations and their 2022
Women of the World Awardees are:

* Calvert County Historical Society —
Chloe Ewalt;

* Calvert County Minority Business
Alliance — Rosanna Vogt;

» Community Mediation Center of Cal-
vert — Elaine Philipps;

 Concerned Black Women of Calvert
County — Pamela Mackall;

* League of Women Voters of Calvert
County — Norma Imershein; and

* NAACP — Calvert County Branch —
Shelia Montague Parker.

Recipients received awards from the
various organizations as well as citations
from local, state and national elected
leaders.

In addition to the award presentations,
this year’s WOW included an Inspira-
tion and Land Acknowledgement led by
Ariane Odom, former Vice Chair of the
Commission for Women and member of
the Piscataway-Conoy Tribe. The key-
note speeches were presented by Marga-
ret Dunkle, former Chair of the CCCW
and a ‘godmother of Title IX’, who gave
a very informative historical perspective
through firsthand accounts of the early
passage and implementation of Title IX.

Emily Martin, Vice President for Edu-
cation and Workplace Justice at National
Women’s Law Center, provided her per-
spective on the key issues today that af-
fect the full implementation of Title IX.

The entire program gave participants
the opportunity to celebrate outstanding
women in Calvert County and be inspired
by efforts to continue to improve oppor-
tunities and achievements of women lo-
cally and beyond.

Press Release from CCCW.
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¥ BARBERSHOP
Men's Haircuts « Beard Trims 13
Kid's Haircuts « Ear Piercing e
Facial Waxing

" oldetownebarbershop.setmore.com 3 3

call/text 410-330-0573

4
D g
> SHOP LOCAL! e . .
~ HAND-MADE FIBER ART AND IFTs (| | Beginning April 15th we will now |

MADE BY LOCAL WOMEN be OPEN for Dinner "

WEDNESDAY 10 TO 4
THURSDAY 10 TO 4

FRIDAY 10 TO 5
RY\  SATURDAY 10 TO 5

i/ 301-475-FUZZ (3899)
22696 Washington St. # Leonardtown, MD 20650

www.NewViewFiberWorks.com

A Variety of Appetizers and Salads

Steak, Fried Shrimp, Crabcakes, Meatloaf, Pasta,
Burgers and More

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 4pm to 8pm

22685 Washington St, Leonardtown, MD

301-475-5151

Easter Sunday Buffet
Breakfast 8am to 1pm. Sunday April 17

Adults Children (4-10) Children (3-U)
$16.99 $8.99 Free
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Scrambled Eggs Pork Sausage Toast

Sausage & Gravy Home Fries with Butter & Jam

Biscuit Casserole Deviled Eggs Cinnamon Rolls

[
| 85 waShlngton St, Waffle & Chicken Fresh Eruit Banana Bread

Drizzled with Maple Syrup including Melons, Mini Muffins

eonardtown! MD Honey Sliced Ham LR Old Fashioned Carrot

™ ’ Cinnamon Apple Sauce
7 ﬁ Buttermilk Pancakes Cake
4 5-5 1 Served Warm Easter Cookies
o'l
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APRIL 16TH llﬂM {PM

RIGHT NEXT TO MCKAYS
IN LEONARDTOWN!

40845 Merchants Lane Unit 100 = -
Leonardtown MD, 20650 N

240-309-4099 or Message us on
Facebook!

EARTHWISE (y Pet

Artist e Crafters e Makers

Local Handmade Products
Saturday e April 16" e 9 AM -3 PM
www.coastalartsmarket.com
Chaptico Market food truck available

Save the Date for our upcoming markets
May 21st e June 18th e September 17th e October 8th ¢ November 12th

JE B Rl sl (]

| ARKET |

EDNESDAY-SATURDAY:10-7 7:
r_:S-LL-J-N DAY:11-5
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Shepherd s Old Field Market

22725 Duke Street, I.econardtown, MD

www.shepherdsoldfield.com

DATES AVAILABLE

RIDE THE

LEONARDTOWN

TROLLEY

APRIL 22ND & 30TH 5-10 PM

MAY 6TH & 21ST 5-10 PM

JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST:

FRIDAYS 5-10 PM

SATURDAY 10 AM-10 PM

SUNDAY 11 AM-5 PM

SEPTEMBER 2ND AND 3RD 5-10 PM

SEPTEMBER 10TH 12-5PM

OCTOBER 7TH 5-10 PM

FREE TROLLEY RIDES!

% FOR FULL SCHEDULE/DETAILS GO TO:
WWW.VISITLEONARDTOWNMD.COM/LEONARDTOWNTROLLEY

\ (5=
LEONARDTOWN a[’tS“
| entertainment

DISTRICT

fwmmw ﬁwfy J’ng Lfm%
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Tackle Box Fishing

Report

By Ken Lamb
Contributing Writer

Blue catfish are all up and down
the Patuxent River ecager to take
cut bait. Dallas Croce and Zack
Romer went to the Public Park at
Myrtle Point on Sunday afternoon
and caught eight hefty catfish.
The biggest of their eight fish was
20 1lbs. 10 oz, and put up a great
fight. They ended up with nearly
60 pounds of beautiful snow white
catfish filets. This kind of shore
fishing, making long casts from
the beach provides plenty of fun
and food!

Dexter McClendon brought one
in from the Patuxent also that
weighed 18 Ibs. 10 0z. One of many
that took his fresh alewife bait.

The catfish are in the shallows
and the deep. Boaters fishing the
deep holes in the middle of the
Patuxent between the mouth of St.
Leonard Creek and Sotterley Point
are doing very well. The fish are
in the 60 to 70 feet trench and can
range up to 40 pounds! The ter-
minal tackle that works best in the

Dexter McClendon with catfi'sh from the Patuxent

deeper water is a Santee Rig that
has a torpedo float which keeps the
bait up off the bottom.

The Potomac has catfish too,
both in the shallows and deep. The
cats are ranging all the way down
the mouth of Smith Creek. There
may be some at Point Lookout for
surf casters.

The cold for the past two weeks
has kept our summer fish on hold.
But, with the temperatures soar-
ing into the low 80's by mid week,
the perch, crabs, and trout should
come on strong. The black drum
should be booming at Cape Charles
and Tangier sound.

It has been a long, cold winter;
and it is over.
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Maryland
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UNLIKELY MOMENT

By Ronald N. Guy Jr.

Contributing Writer

The NBA and NHL playoffs are
approaching. MLB, after flirta-
tions with disaster, kicked off the
2021 season (whew!). The NFL
draft is looming. March Mad-
ness just wrapped up and Mike
Krzyzewski completed an unbe-
lievable and thoroughly irritating
(Maryland fan, here) 42-year run
as Duke’s head coach.

It is a packed sports calendar,
indeed. Nevertheless, there’s only
one story to write.

Poor Scottie Scheffler. This
should be all about him. Dude is
the world’s top-ranked player and
just won the freaking Masters.
He’ll get his run, but he will never
be the 2022 Masters’ lasting sto-
ryline; that was decided before a
single player had teed off.

The first whisper came a week
before the Masters’ start — Tiger
Woods hadn’t yet withdrawn. It
seemed inconsequential; Woods
had done similar things in years
past before pulling out with vari-
ous ailments. But then he flew to
Augusta. And played a bit. And
then Fred Couples commented
on how good he looked. And then
Woods held a press conference in
front of fawning Masters lumi-
naries and a reverent media and
announced his intentions to play.
And his belief that he could win.
And just like that, Tiger Woods,
who nearly lost his lower right leg
due to injuries suffered in a hor-
rific car accident last February,
made the impossible, possible...
again.

There is much about Woods that
is off-putting. The obvious: his
well-documented evisceration of
his marriage. Woods’s serial adul-
tery, the night his wife allegedly
took a golf club to his SUV and
his subsequent accident, and the
cringe-worthy press conference he
gave weeks later were as surreal
as his triumphs on the golf course.
Woods is also a prickly fellow
and perfectly comfortable holding
grudges against former caddies,
fellow players and members of the
media (just ask John Feinstein) for
perceived, and often petty, slights.

And then there’s his astounding
arrogance — a more complicated
trait. Woods carries himself with
an air that golf needs him more
than he needs it. It reminds of
Aaron Rodgers’s steadfast belief
— proven correct - that he could

coerce the Green Bay Packers to
kowtow to his quarterbacking
greatness. Woods certainly is cor-
rect in his judgment of his power
over golf — the game with him and
without him are two very different
things. Off-putting? Yes. An im-
petus for his success? Indeed. And
a big reason behind the drive that
made this amazing Masters mo-
ment possible? Without a doubt.
For good or ill, greatness is of-
ten measured by hardware — rings,
MVP awards, Player of the Year
honors or other accolades. Second
place is first loser. A season that
ends without a confetti shower is a
failure. Such is the common com-
petition speak to capture when
one’s best wasn’t good enough. It
is easy to interpret such a mental-
ity and apply to it life — get that
job, drive that fancy car, cap-
tain that sleek boat, build that
5,000-square-foot  mansion...or
else you have fallen short, failed
to achieve. Never mind your hap-
piness, the goal is to impress.
Sports and life are more com-
plicated that than. There is con-
text to every story — athletic or
personal. Sports decide contests
with a scoreboard, but victors
aren’t always winners and the de-
feated don’t always lose. Woods
didn’t win at Augusta National
this weekend, but his effort was
an indisputable success. In fact,
if I'm voting, this performance
ranks right up there with his 1997
and 2019 green jackets as his most
impressive  Masters showings.
The man almost lost his leg. He
is lucky to be alive. There was no
indication, even a couple of weeks
ago, that he could will his bionic
body — the reconstructed left knee,
the five-time surgically repaired
back and metal lower right leg - to
even play four rounds over four
consecutive days, much less do
it on golf’s greatest stage. But he
did, and at age 46. Woods pushed
through physical pain, overcame
the psychological challenge and
did the once unthinkable. At Au-
gusta last weekend, Woods cre-
ated unlikely moment, and an in-
spirational story of perseverance
- for anyone dealt a bad hand or
battling against conventional wis-
dom, stereotypes or even unprec-
edented circumstances - simply by
being present and competing.
Send comments to Ronald-
GuyJr@gmail.com
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Paul Alan
Pinkowski, 2
Plate Paul”, 58
of Lusby, MD
and formerly of
Stottville, NY
passed away on
April 1, 2022 at
his residence.

Born Decem-
ber 2, 1963 in Hudson, NY, he was
the son of the late Henry Lawrence
Pinkowski and Patricia D. (Gonyea)
Rivenburg.

Paul graduated from Hudson High
School in 1981. He served in the United
States Air Force from 1981 until 1989,
serving in California, RAF Chick-
sands, England and Fort Meade, MD.
Paul moved to Calvert County from
Glen Burnie, MD in 1997. He worked
as an Application Engineer for Parraid,
LLC in California, MD. Paul enjoyed
sailing, kayaking and playing guitar.

Paul is survived by his children,
Jennifer Masengale (Darren) of Mc-
Donough, GA, Katherine Pinkowski
of Baltimore, MD and Ann Pinkowski
of Lusby, MD; grandchild, Vanessa
Masengale; siblings, Stephen Pinkows-
ki of SC, Lawrence Pinkowski of NY,
William Pinkowski of TX, Michael
Pinkowski of TX and David Pinkows-
ki of SC; and former wife, Kathleen
Pinkowski. He was preceded in death
by his siblings, Susan Novak and Jim
Pinkowski.

Memorial contributions may be made
to St. Paul United Methodist Church,
11000 H.G. Trueman Road, Lusby, MD
20657.

Condolences to the family may be
made at www.rauschfuneralhomes.
com.

Archibald Douglas
Parran, Jr.

Archibald
Douglas  Par-
ran, Jr., 76 of
Lusby, MD
passed  away
on March 29th
at Washington
Hospital Center
with his wife by
his side. Doug
was born August 29, 1945, in Prince
Frederick, MD. He grew up and lived
on the family farm in Lusby, MD, for
most of his 76 years. He worked on the
farm planting and harvesting tobacco,
caring for the animals, and helping
to support the family. In his younger
years he carried on the tradition of his
father and grandfather competing in
jousting tournaments. He spent time
going to field trials with his dad and
their fox hounds. He graduated from
Calvert High School, went to college
at Morehead State and then University
of Maryland. He was a member of the

National Guard and found himself de-
ployed to our Capitol during the riots
of 1968. Doug loved to hunt and fish
and competed in tournaments up and
down the east coast as a member of the
Bear Fishing Team. Doug worked for
many years in the banking industry.
He later went on to be head of General
Services and then County Administra-
tor for Calvert County. Doug and his
wife Lisa have been hosting a retired
racing greyhound rescue at their farm
for the past 18 years. Doug was well
known around the restaurants in Solo-
mons. He could be a real pain to the
servers, but he tipped well! He was one
of the good guys and was always trying
to help others. Doug was preceded in
death by his father, Archibald Douglas
Parran Sr, his mother, Vada Joyce Par-
ran, and his half-brother, Tolar Burks.
He leaves behind his beloved wife, Lisa
Parran, his half- sister, Jean Egbert, 2
nieces and a nephew. If you would like
to honor Doug’s memory, please donate
to the charity of your choice or you can
donate to Greyt Expectations Grey-
hound Rescue. www.gegr.org.

Doug’s burial will be private, but
we invite you to email doug.parran@
gmail.com if you would like to be in-
vited to his celebration of life (Time
and place yet to be determined).

Condolences to the family may be
made at www.rauschfuneralhomes.
com.

Duane Henry Hintz

Duane Henry
Hintz, a re-
tired Air Force
officer and a
technology en-
thusiast ~ with
a passion for
starting church-
es, received his
eternal crown
of glory on April 4, 2020, after cardiac
failure.

The eldest son of Orlo and Berdella
Hintz, Duane was born July 27, 1943.
(He shared a birthday with his grand-
father Henry Hanke.) He was the eldest
of six children, and blessed to grow up
in a Christian home on a farm in ru-
ral New London, Wis. He officially
became a reborn child of God through
his home baptism on August 22, 1943
and was confirmed in the Lutheran
faith on July 14, 1957. A 1961 graduate
of Washington High in New London,
Wis., Duane went on to pursue engi-
neering at the University of Wisconsin.
Upon his graduation in 1966, with a
B.S. in Agriculture, Duane was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant in the
U.S. Air Force.

His career in the Air Force took him
first across the country, training at
Chanute AFB in Illinois prior to serv-
ing four and a half years as an aircraft
maintenance officer at Nellis AFB in
Nevada. While he was there, he was
among the service members at Nellis

The Calvert County Times runs complimentary obituaries as submitted by funeral homes
and readers. We run them in the order we receive them. Any submissions that come to
dickmyers@countytimes.net after noon on Mondays may run in the following week’s edition.

who helped encourage the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod to form
its first church in the area: Mount Olive
Lutheran Church in 1971.

In August 1971, he began a 13-month
tour at Osan AFB on the outskirts of
Seoul, South Korea. Orders to Dyess
AFB in Kansas sent him back to the
States, though he also did a six-month
stint at Anderson AFB in Guam. In
Abilene, Duane helped establish a mis-
sion church, hosting meetings to ex-
plore the possibility of a WELS start-
up. Duane’s next orders were to March
AFB in California, in August 1975 as
a logistics controller. He enjoyed his
time at St. Paul’s Lutheran church in
Riverside. He then was stationed at
Castle AFB in Atwater, Calif. While
there, he graduated from the University
of Southern California in 1979 with a
M.S. in systems management, and he
was awarded a meritorious medal for
his outstanding achievements to the
93d Bombardment Wing. He also cel-
ebrated a truly memorable Thanksgiv-
ing Day that same year by marrying
Edith Schneider of Howards Grove,
Wis., whom he met through a mission-
ary family friend of his mother. Togeth-
er, they played an integral at St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church in Modesto, Calif,,
where Duane helped guide the church
through a difficult period as well as the
construction of their first church build-
ing project.

Their son, Reuben was born in July
1981. In January 1982, when Reuben
was just six months old, Duane de-
parted for an 18-month unaccompanied
tour at Kadena AFB in Japan. During
his tours in Asia, he embarked on trips
to Hong Kong, Taiwan, the Philippines,
Diego Garcia, China, Japan, and Ha-
waii, with Reuben and Edie able to visit
and enjoy some of those adventures on
two separate trips.

Now a senior logistics officer, Duane
was transferred to Andrews AFB on
the outskirts of Washington, D.C., in
1983, where he met some of his very
best friends while living in Cheverly.
He and his family became active mem-
bers at Divine Peace in Largo, Md. He
retired from the Air Force as a major in

1986 and embarked upon a career in en-
gineering support and aviation logistics
for Department of Defense programs,
including the EA-6B Prowler and F/A-
18. In 2003, he was proud to pin Navy
bars on Reuben upon his graduation
from Virginia Tech.

Duane was then offered a contractor
job in Southern Maryland. Edie was
hesitant about the move — there was
no WELS church in the area!l — so
Duane told her to do something about
it. That’s how they came to start what
became Shepherd of the Bay. He and
Edie moved to Hollywood, Md., in
2000, where he spent eight years work-
ing on a number of aviation-related
projects and programs until he retired
in 2008. Duane served in a number of
roles for Shepherd of the Bay, including
as church treasurer, an elder, assisting
the church’s audio-visual and computer
efforts, and running the PowerPoint
slides during worship services. As a
result of his nearly 14-years of involve-
ment at Shepherd of the Bay, the church
conducted its first worship service in its
own building and sanctuary on Jan. 16,
2011. He also was the guardian of the
church’s kitchen door until spring 2020,
when he was called home to heaven.

Duane loved McDonald’s — he was a
morning regular — and loved tinkering
with the latest and greatest computer
and tech advances as well as dispens-
ing advice about all things related to
the Internet, apps, and gadgets. He was
so proud of his son, whose tours and
travels in the Navy and in Asia after
his military service later led Reuben to
Singapore to pursue a MPP and PhD.
Duane and Edie traveled to visit him in
Japan and Singapore, among other trav-
els in the region.

He is survived by his wife of 40
years, Edie, and son, Reuben, and his
siblings, Daryl (Mary) Hintz of Apple-
ton, Wis.; Rev Gerald (Nancy) Hintz,
of Waukesha Wis.; Rev Michael (Julie)
Hintz, of West Bend, Wis.; Corrine
(Gary) Ziesemer, of Green Lake, Wis.;
and Carol Gagnow, of Appleton, Wis.;
as well as 20 nieces and nephews, 37
great-nieces and great-nephews and
numerous cousins.
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He is also survived by his aunt and
uncle Mildred (Harold) Daberkow and
joined his uncle and aunt Merlin (Doro-
thy) Hintz in heaven.

A memorial service will be held at
3:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 21, at
Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church,
9463 HG Truman Rd, Lusby, MD
20657. The service will be livestreamed
on YouTube; connect at shepherdofthe-
bay.com. His ashes will be interred at
Arlington National Cemetery on Fri-
day, April 22. Family and friends will
gather at 10 a.m. at the Memorial Av-
enue gate. All visitors 16 and older will
be required to show ID.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be given to Shepherd of the Bay Lu-
theran Church for the purchase of new
hymnals.

James Daniel Baggerly

James Daniel
Baggerly, 46,
of Chesapeake
Beach passed
away April 9,
2022.  Danny
worked for
Siemens  Cor-
poration as an
electronics  se-
curity technician covering Maryland,
DC, and Virginia. He loved his job and
the freedom it allowed to move about.
He made a lot of friends and received
much recognition for his hard work and
dedication. He loved growing up on
the Baggerly farm and playing with his
cousins and friends. He enjoyed Ocean
City and getting in the ocean, riding the
waves. His hobbies included hunting
and fishing. Danny was a huge sports
fan and loved the Washington Capitals,
Washington Redskins, Baltimore Ori-
oles, and NASCAR racing. Danny al-
ways said “I’m doing it my way.”

Danny is survived by his daugh-
ters Brooke Baggerly of Tampa, FL
and Brandy Baggerly of Denver, CO,
mother Robin Sue Owens (Michael)
of Chesapeake Beach, father Daniel
James Baggerly (Jennifer) of Murrells
Inlet, SC, aunts Brenda Proctor, Gin-
ger Nethers, Theresa Armiger, Kelly
Moraites, and Betty Lou Curtis, uncles
Bowie Armiger (Chris) and Joe Armi-
ger (Melina), and many cousins.

Visitation will be Friday, April 15,
2022, 2-4 p.m. & 6-8 p.m. at Rausch
Funeral Home-Owings, 8325 Mt. Har-
mony Lane, Owings, MD 20736.

Funeral Service will be Saturday,
April 16, 2022, 11 a.m. at Rausch Fu-
neral Home-Owings.

Burial will be in Mt. Harmony Unit-
ed Methodist Church Cemetery, 155
East Mt. Harmony Road. Owings, MD
20736.

Lavenia Ann Burris

Lavenia Ann Burris was born in
Warner Robins, Georgia to Kenneth
Burris, Jr. and Dorinda Ann Cribbs. At

age 8 she moved
to Jacksonville
Beach, Florida
to live with her
grandparents,
Kenneth  and
Martha  Bur-
ris. Lavenia
loved swim-
ming, the beach
and “hang-
ing out” with her friends and cousins.
As a young teen Lavenia loved punk
rock music and attending concerts and
Warped tours. She particularly enjoyed
the music of a Maryland band named
Good Charlotte.

After graduating from Fletcher High
School in Neptune Beach, Florida and
taking courses at Jacksonville Commu-
nity College, Lavenia met Brandon Sr.
at Dairy Queen and their young love
brought two sons, Brandon Jr. and Cam-
eron, into the world. During a vacation
her husband informed her she needed
to stay in Maryland. As he could not
support them. She joined forces with
her grandparents to help to raise her
boys with the same love and care she
received from them for so many years.
They made North Beach their home.
Lavenia began working at Roland’s
Grocery in Chesapeake Beach where
she met many wonderful friends and
locals in her community. She enjoyed
her work and work family. Lavenia’s
cancer was silently growing inside of
her body but her spirit was untouched.
She silenced her pain and worked hard
to support and provide for her sons.

Lavenia lost her battle to cancer on
April 7, 2022 in her home surrounded
by family. She joins her mother, great
grandparents and many loving fam-
ily members in Heaven with her Lord.
Lavenia leaves behind to protect her
memories those touched by her quiet
strength; her sons Brandon James (15),
Cameron Vaughn (11), her grandpar-
ents Kenneth Sr. and Martha Burris, of
North Beach MD. Her father Kenneth
Jr., sisters Vanessa and Mary Burris of
Warner Robins GA and her Aunt JoAnn
(Henry) Slice and cousin’s Stephanie
(Mike), Christy (Billy), and Brandon
(Rudy) and their children all residing in
the nearby Maryland area. She is loved
by many family members across the US
and will be missed. Cancer Sucks Big
Time. We will always remember Lave-
nia’s desire to surround her children
with loving and supporting family and
her quiet, never complaining fight un-
til the end doing what she could to get
even a few more hours with her boys.

Rather than flowers please consider
a gift to: American Cancer Society in
the fight to cure cancer or Windy Hill
Elementary and Middle, whose staff
and counselors continue to support her
sons or Grateful Great-Grandparents
Go Fund Me, Link:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/grate-
ful-greatgrandparents?qid=afe866191
1659¢c97cda886931eb615¢c or Calvert
Hospice, P.O. Box 838, Prince Freder-
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ick, MD 20678; 410-535-0892; Link:
https://calverthospice.org/

Funeral arrangements were by

Rausch Funeral HHome.

Her family sends their thanks to staff
of Windy Hill and Roland’s Grocery for
their wonderful support during this dif-
ficult time.

Ella Hardesty

Ella  Hard-
esty, 94 of
Lothian, MD
passed  away
peacefully on
April 6, 2022.
She was born
January 05,
1928 in Trout-
dale, VA to the
late Arthur and Eudora Wilson. She
married the love of her life Ernest
Hardesty in 1947. Together they raised
three children. Ella spent her days as
a loving wife and mother. She enjoyed
spending time at home with her fam-
ily. Everyone who knew her called her
Nana. She touched the hearts of many
and will be missed by all.

She was preceded in death by her
husband Ernest Hardesty, her son Rog-
er Hardesty Sr. and her five sisters, Le-
ota, Blanche, Hilda, Goldie and Jean,
and by her 6 brothers Hicks, Blair,
Bryan, Clinton, Woodrow and Law-
rence. She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Joyce Jameson ( Lewey ) of Ow-
ings, MD and Brenda Chase ( Buzz ) of
Lothian, MD. She is also survived by
one sister, Opal Good of Colorado, six
grandchildren, Angie Hooper, Kimber-
ley Bateman, Roger Hardesty Jr, Stacey
Blazek, Eddie Brickerd and Ashleigh
Horn, as well as seventeen great grand-
children and twenty seven great-great
grandchildren, and by many nieces and
nephews.

Ella was a devoted supporter of St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and
her family asks that in lieu of flowers,
expressions of sympathy in her memo-
ry be made to St. Jude Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105; Link:

https:/www.stjude.org/

Visitation will be Thursday, April
14, 2022, 5-8 p.m. at Rausch Funeral
Home-Owings, 8325 Mt. Harmony
Lane, Owings, MD 20736.

Funeral Service will be Friday, April
15, 2022, 10 a.m. at Rausch Funeral
Home-Owings. Interment will be at
Fort Lincoln Cemetery, 3401 Bladens-
burg Road, Brentwood, MD 20722.

Colletta Jean Fox

Colletta Jean
Fox, wife of
the late Rev. A.
J. Fox, passed
away on April
6, 2022, at the
age of 87 years
old. She was
born on No-

vember 1, 1934 in Bramen, Oklahoma.
She was a loving wife and mother. She
enjoyed sewing, counted cross stitch,
reading, walking, and selling Avon.
She supported her husband faithfully
for many years in the ministry at Bur-
lington, NC, Danville, VA, and Prince
Frederick, MD at Full Gospel Assem-
bly of God. After raising her four chil-
dren, she worked as a secretary at the
Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant, and
as the secretary for the County Com-
missioner’s Office — Calvert County
Government.

Colletta is survived by three of her
children, Cynthia Clark, Mark (Col-
leen) Fox, and Steven (Barbara) Fox.

10 Grandchildren:  Farrah (Josh)
Rosenthal, Natalie (Matt) Doebler,
Levi (Leslie) Godwin, Christopher
Fox, Matthew Fox, Dustin (Lindsey)
Fox, Ethan (Claire) Fox, Dylan Fox,
Adam Fox, Alan Fox.

6 Great Grandchildren: Jack Doe-
bler, Chloe Doebler, Zelda Godwin,
Edgar Godwin, Brianna Fox, and
Sloane Fox.

Colletta is preceded in death by her
parents, Stella and Paul Felible, hus-
band, Rev. A. J. Fox and son, Alan Fox.

The funeral service will be held
on Thursday, April 14 at 11 a.m,, at
Rausch Funeral Home in Port Repub-
lic, Maryland. Pastor Dave Mohler will
be officiating at the service.

Interment will follow the service
at Asbury Cemetery, 3660 Hallow-
ing Point Road, Prince Frederick, MD
20678.

Eugenia L. Renke

- ] It is with
' deep SOIrow
and much love
that the fam-
ily of Eugenia
L. Renke, 92,
of Dunkirk an-
nounce her
peaceful pass-
ing on April
5, 2022 at her
home. She was born February 10, 1930
to Edgar and Ida Mae (Ayers) Miller.
Jeannie was preceded in death by her
parents, brothers Edgar Raymond,
Leroy Howard, Howard Orlando, and
Ayers John Eugene Miller and sisters
Cora B. Daymude, Marian A. Miller
and Ida E. Vezina. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Kenneth L.
Renke who passed away in 1987. She
is survived by her children, Kenneth H.
Renke, Kathy J. Natale (Vince), Karen
S. Renke, Kay M. Rutter (Charlie), 5
grandchildren, 6 great-grandchildren
and sisters Florence E. Chaney (Rob-
ert) and Sueann N. Downs as well as
many nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to a charity of your choice.

Funeral arrangements were made by
Rausch Funeral Home-Owings.
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Charles Edward Phipps

Charles Ed-
ward  Phipps,
76, of Chesa-
peake  Beach
passed  away
April 5, 2022
at his home
surrounded by
family. He was
born  Septem-
ber 19, 1945 in Prince Frederick to Wil-
liam and Ruth (Ford) Phipps. Charles
was raised in Dunkirk and graduated
from Calvert High School in 1964.
He married Linda Railey in 1966 and
they lived in North Beach. He was em-
ployed as a heavy equipment mechanic
for Chaney Enterprises for many years,
retiring in 1989. In his spare time,
Charles enjoyed sitting outside in the
sunshine with a cup of tea and spend-
ing time with his family, especially his
grandchildren.

Charles was preceded in death by
his wife Linda Phipps, daughter Sherri
Phipps, sons Charles and Brian Phipps,
Sr., grandson Brian Phipps, Jr., and
brothers Tommy and Dickie Phipps. He
is survived by his daughter Margaret
Stokes and her husband Mike of Chesa-
peake Beach, 9 grandchildren, 7 great-
grandchildren, sisters Mary Sutton and
Linda, and brothers Chester, Ronnie,
Mark, and Ernie Phipps.

Funeral arrangements were by
Rausch Funeral Home-Owings.

Terry (Donna) Lorraine
Watson

It is with great
sadness that the
family of Terry
(Donna)  Lor-
raine  Watson,
- 3 83, of Dunkirk

’z announce  her

- . passing. Terry
4 *‘@ passed  away
suddenly at Cal-

vert Health hospital on April 5, 2022.
She was born in Charles Town, WV
on January 24, 1939 to Marshall Theo-
dore and Anna Louise (Good) Weller.
She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, sisters Nancy and Lily Mae, her
husband Gilbert Raymond Watson Sr.,
daughter Tina Marie, and granddaugh-
ter Michelle Lorraine. She is survived
by her four children Linda L. Watson,
Gilbert Raymond Watson Jr. (Anne),
Roxanne Dalrymple (Gary), and Carl
T. Watson, eight grandchildren Wil-
liam and Luke Leapley, Leo Watson
(Joelle) and Alexis Watson, Candace,
Dakota and Zoe Dalrymple, and Zach-
ary Watson, three great grandchildren
Calvin and Mallory Dalrymple and
Walker Watson, and her nine siblings

Marshall Theodore Jr., Joy, Raymond,
Harry, Larry, Robert, Donald, Wayne
and Brenda. In 1957 she married the
love of her life, Gilbert Raymond Wat-
son Sr., and moved to Washington D.C.
Terry took great pride in caring for
her family and being a wife, mother
and homemaker. She and her husband
moved the family to Dunkirk in 1972
and made a home and life in Calvert
where Terry worked for many years at
the Rod ‘N’ Restaurant and also started
her own business. She loved to read,
cook, bake, spend time with her fam-
ily, garden, play the lottery and bingo,
watch Judge Judy and root for her be-
loved Dallas Cowboys. She will be
missed by all who knew her.

Visitation will be held at Rausch Fu-
neral Home, 8325 Mt. Harmony Lane

Owings, MD 20736 on Thursday,
April 14, 2022 from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
followed by the service at 12 p.m.

Interment will be in Southern Me-
morial Gardens, 10155 Ward Road,
Dunkirk, MD 20754,

Donations in Terry’s name can be
made to the Alzheimer’s Foundation,
National Capital Area Chapter, 8180
Greensboro Drive, Suite 400, McLean,
VA 22102; Link:

https://act.alz.org/site/
Donation2?df id=39209&mfc
pref=T&39209.donation=form1

James Edward Stowell
Jr

James  Ed-
ward  Stowell
Jr, (Jimmy),
age 58, passed
away peaceful-
ly at his home
in Chesapeake
Beach, Mary-
land on April 3,
2022.

He was pre-
deceased by his father, James Edward
Stowell, his mother, Patricia Ann Stow-
ell, his wife Lauri Ann Stowell, and
brother Bobby.

He is survived by his son, James Ed-
ward Stowell III, his granddaughter
Charlotte Ann, his sisters Deborah,
Becky and Sherry and brother John,
along with a multitude of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, aunts and uncles.

Jimmy was originally a long-time
resident in the Shadyside/Deale area of
Maryland. He loved the Chesapeake
Bay, cats, music, the Dallas Cow-
boys, the Washington Nationals and
NASCAR.

A special thank you to Nancy Rodda
for the long-term care and friendship
she provided Jimmy over the past 14
years.

Funeral arrangements by Rausch Fu-
neral Home.

TIPS TO TAKE CARE OF
YOUR LIVING TRUST

Contributing Writer:
Lynda J. Striegel

If you have created a living
trust, you have already taken
steps to avoid the probate process.
The concept of the living trust is
to re-title all of a person’s assets
into the name of their trust so that
when they die they are not hold-
ing any assets into their sole name
and therefore there is no probate.
But, beware. A living trust is just
what it says—a living document.
If you have a living trust you must
make sure you have (1) placed all
your assets into the name of your
trust; and (2) kept your trust and
beneficiary designations up to
date.

1. Placing your assets into

your living trust.

So many times clients have
come to see me proudly hold-
ing their binders for their living
trusts. Upon review, I have found
that the client’s assets are not in
the trust and, without that, the as-
sets must go through the probate
process to get to loved ones.

Unfortunately, many people
who have living trusts die with-
out realizing that they have not
funded their trusts and their loved
ones then have to go through
the probate process—something
their living trusts are intended to
prevent.

For example, you must re-title
your house into the name of your
living trust through filing a new
deed to the house. The house will
not technically be moved into the
trust by simply saying so in the
trust document. The same holds
true for your other assets. Each
asset is different, but the approach
must be the same—fill out all re-
quired forms to technically re-
title the asset.

How does it happen that some
clients have no assets in their
trusts? Some attorneys that cre-
ate living trusts require that their
clients take all the steps necessary
to re-title the assets into the name
of the trust. I recommend you do
not obtain a living trust without
assurances that the attorney will
prepare all transfers of your assets
into the trust. This is not some-
thing you should try to do your-
self. First, life often intervenes in
plans and clients do not have the
time or knowledge to figure out
how to re-title their assets. Sec-
ond, moving assets can be com-
plicated with various forms to fill
out that are confusing. The cli-
ents should not have to do work
to fund their trusts. Their attor-

neys should do that work for the
clients.

Don’t let this be your reality. If
you already have a living trust,
make sure all your assets have
been re-titled into the name of
your living trust. And, don’t for-
get. If you acquire a new piece
of real property, acquire it in the
name of the trust so that you do
not need to file a separate deed
to re-title it. Most attorneys will
provide you with an affidavit of
trust to enable you to provide a
document to the title company so
that they can title the property in
the name of your trust.

2. Keep Your Living Trust

Up to Date

In our practice, we meet with
clients every few years to update
their trusts. Why? We want to
make sure that the clients have not
purchased an asset (like a house,
for example) in their sole name.
If they have, we will take steps
to prepare a deed to transfer the
house into the name of their trust.
Often, clients’ wishes will change
over time. Clients that have
named certain beneficiaries for
their estates may wish to change
the names of beneficiaries. Ben-
eficiaries may die and precipi-
tate a change. Investments and
brokers may change. Retirement
funds may change, etc. Whatever
it is, you must keep on top of the
changes in your life by including
the changes in your living trust
package. If you do not, there may
be terrible consequences.

For example, one married cou-
ple prepared a living trust and the
wife died leaving her share to the
husband. The husband remarried
but the trust was never changed to
reflect this. On the death of the
husband, part of the estate went to
the relatives of the first wife.

It isn’t difficult to amend a trust
to make changes. The concept of a
living trust is to avoid the hassles
of the probate process and create a
very easy transition for loved ones
when you die. But the transition is
only going to be an easy one if the
trust is up to date. If you have not
reviewed your living trust in more
than three or four years, do it now.

If you would like to learn more
about living trusts and other estate
planning matters, join me at 1lam
on the third Wednesday of each
month at our office at 8906 Bay
Avenue, North Beach. Call 301-
855-2246 to reserve your spot.
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NEED LAWN SERVICE?

Just Cutts‘Lawns
Mowmg walicense JustCuttsLawns@yahoo.com

“andinsured  301-556-8335
@écualv %an I;;\ulr;ekly lawn mowing

Lawn | y

> * : l-weekly lawn mowing
i Mulchmg J Seeding

N Jil

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE

“Where Service Comes First”

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24:in Stock
Other Sizes Available

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts

Monday - Friday 7 am to Dark
Saturday 7 am to 4 pm * Sunday Closed

Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm
27898 Point Lookout Road * Loveville, Md - 20656

e L HHIANEY SWEEP
< L S o

Don’t make an ash of yourself
Keep your chimney clean

Serving So.MD for over 50 years
Cleanings . Inspections . Repairs . Liners

301-994-2959

Home Healthcare
Worker

I have many years of experience in Health Care Giving.
Looking for in-home care giving work in Northern
Calvert or AA counties.

Call 410-610-5671 and ask for Helen.

HANDYMAN SERVICE
BY TOM

e Drywall Repairs

* Basement Finishing
* Kitchens e Ceramic Tiles

* Carpentry  All Types of Repairs

301-884-6177 » 240-464-3978

FREE ESTIMATES
Serving all of Southern Maryland

A

Benjamin Moore
Paints

e Bathroom
* Painting

Southern Maryland Paints LLC.

23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD « LEONARDTOWN - MD 20650 ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL
301-475-0448 o southernmarylandpaints.com

UNTYWIp
cglllll. ssmngzﬂ

"We Care About You & Your Pool”

HIRING SERVICE TECHNICIAN TRAINEE &
HELPER TO APPLY & WORK OUT OF
POMFRET LOCATION

WILL TRAIN QUALIFIED CANIDATE FOR ALL POSITIONS
MUST; BE'RELIABLE & MUST BE ABLE TO PASS A DRUG TEST

Please call'store for more info'and to set' up
anlinterview at 301-870-3445

4501 Bonds'Place 29050 New Market Village Rd
RPomfret; MD 20675 Mechanicsville, MD'20659
301-870-3445 301-884-8484

-

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local
area full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated.
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

410-280-2284 » 301-656-9274

Licensed, bonded and insured.
Ask about our low- pressure, no damage power washing
services, using a soft brush to remove deeply embedded dirt.

FOR SALE

Lincoln Town Car

Like New Condin-Low Miles Asking $6,500

Call 301-247-6444
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GAMES . PUZZLES

5

22. Solitary

33. Police who
investigate police
(abbr.)

4. Consumed

8. Poker stake
9. Bravo! Bravo!
Bravo!

T CLUES ACROSS 38. Double-headed 14. Artist’s tool
0 T 1. A woman of drum 17. Polish peninsula
refinement 39. Type of light bulb 18. Ottoman military
13 7. Body part 40. Czech River leaders
10. One who 41. Male servants 20. Bird-like dinosaur
15 imitates (Span.) 23. Drinking glass
- 12. Tropical Asian 44, Previously 24. Central Florida
starlings 45. Minor city
5 20 13. A type of 48. Metrical foot 25. One’s mother
delivery 49. Days that follow 26. To do it is human
23 14. W. Australian Mondays 29. Atomic #10
capital 50. Small European 30. Used to write
28 15. Many wombs viper 31. The branch of
16. Wings 51. News shows have medicine concerned
17. Expression of one with the ear
0 amusement 32. Adversaries
18. Brews CLUES DOWN 35. Have already done
38 19. Mild yellow 1. Inspiration 36. One of
Dutch cheese 2. Resembling wings conspicuous wealth
40 21. Mild expression 3. Form of Persian 38. It flies over

sporting events

44 27. Distance to top 5. Extinct flightless 40. Geological times
28. The rebirth bird of New Zealand 41. Net

48 of a soul in a new 6. Sea eagle 42. Musical phrase

=5 body 7. Jaguarundis 43. Chadic dialect

44. Private Internet
Access (abbr.)
45. Lizard genus

34. Begrudged 10. South American 46. Woman of the
36. Popular sports nation church
league 11. A colorless, 47. Having ten
37. Autonomous odorless gas
republic of Russia 12. Disturbance
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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" YOURINEWIFORD

%1000 ASH

‘ﬂ? 22 MUSTANG, BRONCO SPORT, ECOSPORT, ESCA =, EDGE,
EXPLORER, EXPEDITION, RANGER, TRANSIT CDHI!, CT

PRINCEFREDERICKFORD.COM | 410-449-7501
10 SOLOMONS ISLAND RD.
PRINCE FREDERICK, MD 20678

*Super Duty, Bronco, Mustang Mach-E, Maverick and Transit $1,000 Open Bonus Cash. Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. Residency restrictions apply. For all offers, take new
retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 7/5/22. See dealer for qualifications and complete details. T Based on current month’s Kelley Blue Book fair trade value less excess
miles, damage, wear & tear. Excludes advertised specials, cannot be combined with any other offer. Vehcile must be under 100k miles and have no accidents to qualify.




