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Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
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Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.
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In Retirement, Charlie Bucy Made an Impact 
on His Adopted County

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

When Charles Bucy and his wife Doris 
moved to Calvert County in 1990, he had 
retired from a distinguished career in the 
federal government, largely with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. His life in 
Calvert since then was more than just a 
chapter in his life’s story. It could easily be 
an entire book. When he died on Dec. 28 at 
the age of 94, he had left a legacy of service 
to his adopted home.

Bucy, known by everyone as Charlie, was 
born in Brooklyn, New York, but his parents 
moved to the DC area when he was young. 
He graduated from Georgetown University.

When Charles was five years old he was 
struck with polio that left him paralyzed on 
one side of his upper body, but he never felt 
that to be a handicap.

It was the water that drew him to the 
property they bought in Lusby. He had 
family in Deale, in southern Anne Arundel 
County, but his daughter Michelle Leon-
ardi said, “When I was growing up, they 

would take me with them 
with realtors trying to find the 
perfect lot to be on the water. 
But then when they found 
a lot that they built on here, 
my mom said, this is it. And 
when they built it, and they 
would be sitting on the front 
porch here, looking at the 
water, my dad would say, ‘I 
love it here’.”

Charlie’s first community 
involvement was when he 
was appointed to the Calvert 
County Ethics Commission, a 
post he held for 19 years. His 
wife Doris said of his emer-
sion in the county, “You could 
just see it in his face. He was 
just very, very interested in all 
the things that were around 
and the projects that he had. 
He was in the Lions Club and 
the Knights of Columbus,” 
she said. “He had a lot of 
good friends down here.”

Doris added, “That was 
what his personality was. He 
liked to help people in situa-
tions. I mean, that’s what I’ve 
known about him my whole 
life. Being married to him and 
everything. He was just very, 
very conscious. If somebody 
needed some help, he would 
try to find out. If he couldn’t 
do it, with his knowledge he 
would search and find the right 
place for these people to get 
themselves back in order. And 
he was just very good at that.”

She added, “ He was just a 
very helpful person. That was 
his nature. And he was there, 
and he helped animals too.” 
That family love of animals 
has led to the establishment 
of a non-profit to aid rescue 

groups called the Strickland Foundation.
That love of animals also led to Char-

lie’s involvement in another commissioner 
appointed entity, the Animal Matters 
Board, which he served on until his death.

Of his dedication to the ethics commis-
sion, Leonardi said, “He was always just 
totally devoted to doing it. Sometimes he 
would have me help him to type things 
out for him if he had long reports. But he 
was always researching laws and things for 
whatever he was working on for the ethics 
commission. I would come in the house 
and he would have all these papers on 
the table because he would be working so 
hard on something. He would just be fully 
focused. And he did that for 19 years. This 
is supposed to be his retirement. It was 
more like a second job as much as he did. 
But he loved it.”

People who The County Times spoke 
to about Bucy said he was very much a 
behind-the-scenes guy. His widow agrees. 
“He would do these different things for 
people, but he didn’t do it just to get the 
limelight. He would he do things if he was 

called upon. He didn’t shrink from any of 
that, but he didn’t go out to take the lime-
light away from the group; that wasn’t 
what he wanted.”

One of those behind-the-scenes things 
was the Charlie Bucy Project at Freedom 
Hearing Center. And, if you want to find 
out about what people in the community 
feel about his life and contributions to the 
community, just ask anyone at one the five 
Freedom Hearing Centers in the area.

Company founder, Clinical Audiologist 
Dr. Rebecca Jahed met Charlie 15 years ago 
when she was working for another hearing 
aid company. “He would come to the office. 
I would always schedule extra time because 
I just loved his stories. He had the best sto-
ries, just so animated. So much humor. He 
just always made you feel good.”

One of those stories was about losing all 
his money gambling and having to walk 
home. “So, I don’t think he started out as 
a really good businessman,” she said. That 
would change and impact her life forever. “I 
think he became a very good one over time. 
And he just had this wealth of knowledge.”

She explained, “We started to become 
friends. And there came a time when my 
position was dropped down to part-time. 
Because he was almost like family at that 
point, he encouraged me to do something 
on my own, and he supported me every 
step of the way. He helped me to get 
hooked up with the right person, to start 
the business. He helped me to go through 
everything that was involved to get it set 
up. But the main thing that he really did 
was just so inspirational and supportive 
and really helping me to feel confident and 
to build this. And so that’s how we got to 
be really good friends.”

Jahed emotionally related, “He was 

probably one of the most inspirational, 
uplifting, positive, amazing people that I 
have ever met. Everybody that met him just 
adored him. And he would often come to 
our seminars, or our luncheons and he got 
to talk to people. And he just had this amaz-
ing spark about him, this amazing way. It 
did not matter what was going on in his life. 
There was just something very, very special 
about him. You just wanted to be around 
him. You just wanted to hear his stories.”

“He just was such an inspirational, 
incredible person.”

The Charlie Bucy Project was started 
about four years ago. Jahed  said, “We 
started with just one person, one location, 
and it grew and he had such a big part to 
do with that. We decided to do something 
that we wanted to do in his honor. And so 
twice a year what we do, and it’s not really 
based upon needs, it’s really just more of 
anybody that needs help in our community 
that could just put their name in a box and 
Charlie drew all of the names. And then 
sometimes he was there when we did the 
first fitting (of the hearing aid), and other 
times, we would just meet somewhere, and 
he could just choose the name.” They hope 
his widow will continue the tradition.

Freedom Hearing Director of Operations 
Pamela McIntyre said, “He was a truly 
remarkable human and I was one of the 
lucky ones that really got to know him.”

His daughter said, “Last year at 94, I 
took him to the Calvert Marine Museum, 
and we got that charter boat there, and we 
went out on the river one last time, and he 
was just so happy.”

A Celebration of Life is scheduled for 
April 22 at Hilton Garden Inn in Solomons.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Charlie Bucy with his wife Doris and daughter Michelle

Charles Bucy
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SERVICE
Taylor Gas Company offers full service 
installation and repair for a breadth of 
propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY
The customer is our top priority here at Taylor 
Gas. We provide 24 hour emergency service 
and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland 
area.

EXPERIENCE
Combining extensive training with 68 years of 
on-the-job experience, you can be sure that 
you’ll be getting the best service available.

21434 GREAT MILLS RD. • LEXINGTON PARK • MD    
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New CSM President Presents Annual Report

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

In the job for just a little more than 
two months, new College of Southern 
Maryland (CSM) President Dr. Yolanda 
Wilson made her first visit March 7 to 
the Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) to deliver the 
college’s annual report.

“I am so honored to meet all of you 
and to serve as the sixth president of the 
College of Southern Maryland. It has 
been an amazing 60 days and it is so 
wonderful to be back in my home state,” 
the native Marylander said.

The new CSM president explained, 

“My primary focus has been to listen 
and to learn. I don’t presume because 
I grew up in this state and I’m familiar 
with Southern Maryland, that I under-
stand and know all the unique, wonder-
ful qualities of each of the three counties 
that I serve. I think it is absolutely my 
responsibility to nestle in and to get to 
know what makes each one of the coun-
ties unique and the points of intersection 
that all three counties share.’

She said, “I married a man from North 
Carolina, which is what took me away 
from the home state , as oftentimes 
love will do. And we’ve been married 
almost 25 years and I have served in my 
role in the North Carolina community 
college system, many institutions that 
served more than one county service 
area. And I’ve found in doing that, it’s 
really important that each county gets its 
own attention, that each of its needs are 
served uniquely.”

“I’ve found that that is an opportunity 
and not a challenge,” she said, adding 
“there’s commonalities among the county 
service areas. For example, as I’ve been 
listening to the past 60 days, I’ve heard 
that everyone is experiencing a teacher 
shortage, that there are healthcare needs. 
And that our CEOs of the healthcare sys-
tems, we actually hosted them at our new 
center for health sciences, could use more 
front facing and nursing practitioners. 

There’s also a need for a more robust 
transportation infrastructure,” including a 
transportation hub “so that students who 
can only go to one location do not have 
the burden of trying to figure out how to 
go to multiple campus locations in a 45- 
minute travel drive.”

Another common discussion is about 
building broadband access, she said, “so 
no student has to try to find a hotspot 
device in a McDonald’s parking lot.”

She’s concluded, “What I know that 
we share in common is a desire for the 
economic mobility and social mobility 
of our communities. That we want all of 
our students and children to be success-
ful, that we want to focus on our adult 
learners and retooling and upskilling as 
needed. And that we have business and 
industry that’s depending on us because 
they need a talent pipeline and a work-
force pipeline.”

“The community college is both the 
connector and the convener,” she noted. 
“We know where students are coming 
from and we connect them to where stu-
dents are going to, whether that’s transfer 
or business and industry. So it’s abso-
lutely critical that we are that bridge.”

 One of the things she’s heard is the 
need for more than seven-week courses, 
which works for some and not others. 

She noted that Pell grants aren’t avail-
able for workforce certifications, such as 

commercial driver’s licenses. She said 
community colleges are working to leg-
islatively change that.

As to the future, Dr. Wilson said, 
“We’re going to look forward to how do 
we prepare our students and our commu-
nities for the future of work. What does 
that look like? One of the things that 
came up was artificial intelligence and 
how do we prepare for the metaverse and 
how do we prepare for all the IT changes 
in infrastructure. There’s so much hap-
pening that’s going to be moved to tech-
nical advances. What does that look like 
and how does that impact our day-to-day 
work? How do we continue to shore up 
our skilled trades?  We cannot do with-
out plumbers and electricians and HVAC 
workers, et cetera.”

From an earlier presentation with 
School Superintendent Dr. Andrae 
Townsel, Dr. Wilson was advised that 
they were having difficulty finding 
teachers and thus couldn’t fulfill all of 
student needs. She was asked if there 
was any opportunity for collaborating to 
help meet the need for teachers and pro-
viding space.

“It certainly can be,” she said, adding 
“I would absolutely love it.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

CSM President Dr. Yolanda Wilson

School Board Reviews Budget Request
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Although revenue estimates have not 
yet been presented to the county com-
missioners, President Buddy Hance said 
recently that typically the county has about 
$10 million more annually to work with 
in building their budget. So, with a $22.4 
million requested increase from the county 
in the schools’ budget as recommended by 
Superintendent Dr. Andre Townsel, it is 
virtually assured that absent some drastic 
cuts elsewhere in the county budget, there 
would have to be a tax increase to cover 
the request. With that in mind,  the school 
board at a special March 2 meeting grilled 
staff on various aspects of the budget, look-
ing for places to make cuts and in some 
cases suggesting additions.

Part of the budget increase is mandated  
by the state’s education reform known as 
the  Blueprint, which includes teacher sal-
ary increases and pre-kindergarten. The 
school board was told those mandated 
Blueprint increases for the next fiscal year 
have a slightly less than $10 million price 
tag. But board member Dawn Balinski 
observed that amount included unman-
dated pay increases for support staff com-
parable to those mandated for teachers.

Balinski expressed concern that the state 
wasn’t putting up as much as they had previ-
ously promised. Instead of the approximately 
$8 million in the budget from the state,” she  
said they had promised $15 million.

“They are relying on the counties to pick 
up the difference, which is very disappoint-

ing to me. Very disappointing. And, you 
know, the county will just have to tell us 
what they can or cannot do for us.”

Some of the issues raised during the 
special meeting included a question from 
Student Member of the School Board Mag-
gie Rathgeb. She was told by Chief Aca-
demic Officer Dr. Susan Johnson that the 
Blueprint also is mandating that all costs 
for student Advance Placement tests would 
be covered next year by the school system.

Board member Lisa Grenis asked for 
justification for the $210,000 in the budget 
for a Chief of Communications Director. 
Townsel said, “We added a chief of com-
munications to the district to cover all com-
munication needs from printed material, to 
media requests and support. Every educa-
tion agency in the state of Maryland has a 
department dedicated to that. In addition, 
agencies like county government also have 
a communications department. We did not 
have that when I came on board. At mini-
mum, we had a halftime public information 
officer that worked also halftime in human 
resources. We understand that communi-
cation was one of our weak points, so we 
added that to our executive cabinet team, 
and now it’s a part of the executive cabinet 
and it’s the spokesperson for the district.”

Chief Financial Officer Scott Johnson 
added, “One of the positions reflected on 
this page (of the budget) is a transfer from 
another department. So that salary is not 
for one person alone.” The second person 
would be a webmaster.

Grenis also asked for the justification 
for hiring another human resources super-

visor. Human Resources Director Zach 
Sewell said, “We have seen an increase in 
staffing numbers over the years with addi-
tional positions. The biggest reason that 
we’re requesting an additional supervisor 
in human resources has to do with certifi-
cation and being able to support CER certi-
fication for our teachers.”

Grenis also asked, “Why is mid-level 
administration and supervisors getting a 
10.3 percent increase when enrollment is 
declining and there’s no shortage of admin-
istrators? I know that’s on par with what 
the teachers are getting, but that seems like 
an a very hefty increase.”

Chief Operations Officer Tony Navarro 
said the increase was part of the salary 
negotiations with the administrators’ union.

Grenis observed, “I remember a few years 
back where teachers did not get their raise 
and step increase because the money simply 
wasn’t there. And I think this is a case where 
the money simply isn’t there for that kind of 
an increase. That’s a huge increase.”

Grenis was told the increase also 
included monies for two assistant prin-
cipals. Board member Jana Post said, “I 
think there really is a need for those two 
additional administrators at the two sep-
arate high schools,” adding they were 
needed based on enrollment numbers.

Post asked about increases in transpor-
tation costs. She said, “I know that we’re 
asking for a lot of money from the county, 
and I think that it’s important that everyone 
know, including the commissioners, what 
the level of effort is that we went through 
to kind of understand and determine how 

we arrived at this point, why we need this 
number? And that we did everything that 
we could, looking through the entire bud-
get to see where we may have been able to 
save money or where there were costs that 
we really couldn’t change.”

Director of Transportation Edward 
Cassidy Jr. said, “We pay the contractors, 
through the contract with what we call an 
attachment or a schedule, that varies from 
year to year with funding. And part of that 
is per mile rate for the use of the bus. Part 
of that is an operations fee, which is just 
a flat fee that the contractor can use how-
ever they see fit to keep their operation 
running. And the fuel rate varies with the 
local fuel rate. What we did institute about 
three years ago, is the buses do have to be 
inspected at three to four times a year by 
law, depending on the age of the bus.”

Board Vice President Antoine White was 
told that the increase in the school security 
budget was for three safety advocates for 
middle schools.

As to the increase in safety training, White 
was told that was to cover the increase in 
training for bus drivers and adding training 
for bus assistants and contractors.

So what happens if there isn’t enough 
county funding available to cover the Blue-
print mandates? Dr. Johnson said as they 
do with the rest of the budget, “If we don’t 
get what we are requesting, we’ll be look-
ing  at (cutting) what has the least impact 
to our students.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

“It’s an unprecedented dollar amount 
that you are asking for,” Calvert County 
Commissioner President Buddy Hance 
observed at the end of an hour-and-25-
minute presentation by School Super-
intendent Dr. Andrae Townsel of his 
proposed $271.3 million budget that is 
seeking $22.4 million more from the 
county than the current fiscal year (13.9 
percent increase)  .

Commissioner Vice President Mike 
Hart observed, “It’s going to be the most 
difficult one I’ve approached. This will 
be my ninth budget. I think it’s important 
that however we get down to whatever 
the numbers are, that we make sure it’s a 
sustainable budget.”

Townsel’s proposed budget was the 
subject of a school board work session on 
March 2 (see separate story) that included 
persistent questioning. The March 7 ses-
sion with the commissioners was no 
exception and expanded to include grill-
ing on persistent concerns raised during 
the election that propelled three new 
commissioners to office. Commissioner 
Catherine Grasso led the charge.

Grasso wanted to know why Dr. Town-
sel highlighted third grade performance 
in presenting test scores. He said, “Do 
you know third grade is a very pivotal 
moment in education. A lot of times, in 
some areas, dropout rates are determined 
by third grade achievement. So, it’s a very 
focused group. We have an amazing third 
grade staff here in Calvert County Public 
Schools. The educators, the supervisors 
that support our elementary population, 
they do a phenomenal job with that third 
grader the same way with our middle 
school population. Our eighth graders are 
absolutely prepared to go into our high 
school. And when we take that MCAP test 
at our high school level, our young people 
do a phenomenal job at that level. It’s the 
in-betweens that we can really focus on to 
have high quality teaching and learning. 
Across the state of Maryland, test scores 
have dropped, and it’s also dropped in 
Calvert County Public Schools. I would 
attribute that to potential learning loss 
during the pandemic A lot of the virtual 
learning, the asynchronous instruction. It 
was very challenging for a lot of popula-
tions across the country. We do believe 
that we have a budget designed to increase 
academic achievement over time.”

Grasso then went on to ask, “How are 
we helping students make up for the pan-
demic loss? What are you all doing to 
bring the kids back up to snuff? Do you 
have tutors who come in?”

Townsel responded: “Our educators go 
above and beyond for us. The first thing 
we did was went back to traditional school-
ing,” adding there were no restrictions 
such as masking, “nothing to prohibit or 
to cause any type of attendance concerns 
or issues. Our schools completely, pro-
fessionally developed. Our teachers and 
our young people are rocking and rolling 
in the classroom. As a matter of fact, later 
this month and next month, we’re testing 
for the MCAP again. We’re very confident. 
We are very encouraged with the scores 
that we took.  We are very encouraged that 
our student achievement this time next 
year will have something to celebrate.”

Then Grasso asked: “Why are we still 
funding a virtual academy?”

Townsel said, “We still have young 
people and families who still look to that 
service. Although it’s a very small popu-
lation of young people, that is something 
that we’re going to consider at the dis-
trict level as whether it is the appropriate 
return on investment for the population 
of which it serves.”

Grasso persisted: “Why do we have 
that” The pandemic is over. Why are we 
spending money on that?

Townsel responded, “Some of our 
families still, prior to my arrival, we 
have hundreds of families enrolled into 
the program. They thought it was best 
for their kids and in some cases it is. But 
when you look at 16,000 kids compared 
to a hundred students, I understand it. It 
has to be the appropriate maternal invest-
ment. But our families that are in the 
program that want to be in the program, 
see a value in it, and there is a value in 
it. But looking at a budget, looking at 
everything across the board, is it good 
for Calvert County as a whole?”

Grasso pressed: “What is the reason 
for this? Why would a parent keep a child 
home and deprive them of socialization, 
in-person help? When you look at the 
losses we’ve had because of the pandemic, 
why would anybody want to fund this and 
not get the children back to school so 
they can learn, socialize, and realize their 
potential. Why would we do this?”

Townsel said, “Parents think that’s the 
best instructional environment for their 
kids. As you know, we also offer alter-
native education in our school district. 
Every young person, although we have a 
traditional school system, but a hundred 
percent of young people may not be in 
the traditional population. As you know, 
there’s a percentage of our young people 
who are potentially in special education, 
some of our young people require alter-
native education.”

Grasso asked for an explanation of 
alternative education. “What would that 
look like?”

Townsel said, “Alternative educations 
for young people who may not suc-
ceed in a traditional setting who need 
additional supports. Something called 
multi-tier system of support, which is 
75 percent of your universal population. 
About 20 percent is your targeted inter-
vention. And five percent need that very 
intense support. So, I’m providing inten-
sive support, on all levels -- behavioral, 
academic, and social and emotional.”

Which prompted Grasso to ask, 
“How closely do we follow our code 
of conduct for our students? And do we 
make referrals?”

Townsel said, “Our educators follow 
our code of conduct, and our teachers do 
fill out referrals.”

“What do we do to a child who hits a 
teacher or throws water on them? What 
would be the course of action for that?” 
she asked.

The superintendent said, “(In) the pro-
cess or the flow chart of that, the teacher 
would make a referral. That referral 
would get processed by administration. 
The administration would look at the dis-
cipline, look at the record of the young 
person, and provide the appropriate dis-
ciplinary action with parent involvement 
and communicate that with the teacher. 
So, our range of interventions or disci-
pline that we have for students, range from 
in-school suspension to out-of-school 
suspension to the ultimate of expulsion.”

He repeated that suspension was still 
an option.

Grasso observed, “I know that a lot of 
our teachers are not feeling safe within 
the school system. A lot of our teachers 
are feeling that the students are running 
the schools and the teachers are not 
supported by the administration. Just to 
make you aware.”

Townsel responded,” Yes, ma’am. 
We hear that all the time. And that is so 
wrong on all levels. I’ll say, one of the 
privileges I have of being the superin-
tendent is I’ve been in every last school, 
most recently, yesterday I was at Hun-
tingtown High School. And not only vis-
iting students, but just being in the midst 
of the climate and culture of the school. 
I think Calvert County Public Schools 
have a phenomenal school system. Our 
teachers are teaching at a high level. Our 
administrators are working with teach-
ers to increase academic achievement 
on instruction. And we’re holding our 
young people accountable with behav-
iors. I know that there’s a narrative, and 
I listen to it, and I respond to it. But I’m 
confident that we have a phenomenal 
school system, especially if we compare 
to other systems in the state of Maryland. 
Are we perfect? No. Perfection is unat-
tainable. But through the pursuit, we will 
find excellence. And I’m confident that 
over time we’ll get better and better and 
better from where we started. For sure.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Beautiful condo in Nags Head for rent.    
Beachwoods Resort in Kitty Hawk, 

located at milepost #1. 
 3 bedrooms, 3 bath, 2 kitchens and 

living rooms, sleeps 10.  
Indoor pool with waterpark, gym, outdoor 

pool, hiking paths, private beach with 
parking, scheduled daily children’s activities.  

Wooded resort with bike trail.  
Available 7/29/23–8/5/23  

$2,500 for the full week ($357/night) 
Call 301-904-8483

Vacation Rental 
in Nags Head

JustCuttsLawns

Call 301-556-8335

Spring Spruce Up

Yard Clean up
Trimming shrubs

Seeding

Free 
Estimate

Brush Cleaning & Removal
Cut Beds & Mulch

Aerating Lawn

Townsel Presents Budget to Commissioners
Superintendent Grilled by Grasso

8Local NewsCalvertCalvert
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HANDYMAN SERVICE
BY TOM

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
301-884-6177 • 240-464-3978

•	Bathroom
•	Painting
•	Kitchens
•	Carpentry

•	Drywall Repairs
•	Basement Finishing
•	Ceramic Tiles
•	All Types of Repairs

Serving all of Southern Maryland
MHIC 16265

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Call for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
Now is the time to get those 

stumps out!

Let winter weather settle the 
spot & be ready for spring.

Ask about our 
winter discounts!

LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS
SERVING ST. MARY'S COUNTY & CALVERT COUNTY

%

ON NEWSSTANDS EVERY THURSDAY & ONLINE AT COUNTYTIMES.NET County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated. 
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply 
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand 
running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving 

services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power 
Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & 

Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, 
Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors, 

Trash And Junk Removal Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 
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WWW.SOMD.COM
CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE  
COMMUNITY FOR 

CHARLES, CALVERT,  
& ST. MARY’S COUNTY

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

REAL ESTATE
SERVICES
VEHICLES

EMPLOYMENT
CHILD CARE

GENERAL  
MERCHANDISE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND

CASE NO: C-18-CV-23-000145

SINAN CESUR
19805 Center Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
Plaintiff

v.

STEVEN BROWN
4701 Sargent Rd., NE
Washington, DC 20017-2722

-and-

MATTIE L.  BROWN
4701 Sargent Rd., NE
Washington, DC 20017-2722

-and-

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY’S COUNTY
P.O. Box 1
Leonardtown, MD 20650

-and-

CHRISTINE L. KELLY, Treasurer
P.O. Box 642
Leonardtown, MD 20650

and

Unknown owners of property known as Lt 10 & 11, Longview, 07-002955
the unknown owners, heirs, devisees, and personal representatives, and their or 
any of their heirs, devisees, executors, administrators, grantees, assigns, or succes-
sors in right, title and interest

Defendants

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this proceeding is to secure the foreclosure of all rights of redemp-
tion in the following property located in St. Mary’s County, Maryland, sold by the 
Collector of Taxes for the County of St. Mary’s and the State of Maryland to the 
Plaintiff, in this proceeding: 

Account Number 07-002955, *UNASSIGNED, LT-10&11, LONGVIEW

The Complaint states, among other things, that the amount necessary for redemp-
tion has not been paid.

It is thereupon this 27th day of February, 2023, by the Circuit Court for St. Mary’s 
County, Maryland, ORDERED, that this notice be given by the insertion of a copy 
of this Order in some newspaper having a general circulation in St. Mary’s County, 
Maryland, once a week for three (3) successive  weeks, warning all persons inter-
ested in the property to appear in this Court by the 27th day of March, 2023, and 
redeem the property above described and answer the Complaint or thereafter a fi nal 
Judgment will be entered foreclosing all rights of redemption in the property, and 
vesting in the Plaintiff a title free and clear of all encumbrances.

LOCAL ADVERTISING 
IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.
TO SEE YOUR AD IN THE ST. MARY’S COUNTY TIMES, 
CONTACT 301-373-4125

Legal
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Legal Notices

Notice is hereby given that the following vessel(s) has apparently been abandoned 
for more than 60 days on the private marina/property of: Point Lookout Marina, 
LLC., 16244 Millers Wharf Road, Ridge, MD 20680, 301-872-5000.

The vessels are described as: 
1. MD 8253 AU

HULL # RCMR1315J788
1988 Regal Red/White Hull
Name “Bay Break”

2. MD 9588 CD
HULL # TRJ040051273
1973 Trojan White Hull
Name “Island Twist”

3. MD 4886 CF
HULL # ALC7D2550582
1982 Marinette White Hull
Name “Endless Summer”

Application for title will be made in accordance with Section 8-722 of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article if vessels are not claimed 
within 30 days of this publication date.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND

CASE NO: C-18-CV-23-000102

Glen E. Vacek, 
Plaintiff

v.

Chesapeake Land & Development 
20720 Golden Thompson Rd 27, Site #27
Avenue, MD 20609

and

St. Mary’s County, Maryland,

and

all unknown owners of the property described below, their heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives and their or any of their heirs, devisees, executors, adminis-
trators, grantees, assigns, or successors in right, title and interest and any and all 
persons having or claiming to have an interest in the property described as: 

20720 Golden Thompson Rd 27, Site #27, Plat 38/74, St. Patrick’s Campground

and also known as Account Number 07-039182

Defendants

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this proceeding is to secure the foreclosure of all rights of redemp-
tion in the following property, sold by the Collector of Taxes for St. Mary’s Coun-
ty to the Plaintiff: 

20720 Golden Thompson Rd 27, Site #27, Plat 38/74, St. Patrick’s Camp-
ground and also known as Account Number 07-039182

The Complaint states, among other things, that the amounts necessary for redemp-
tion have not been paid. It is therefore on this 21st day of February, 2023, by the 
Circuit Court for St. Mary’s County, Maryland:

ORDERED, that notice be given by insertion of a copy of this ORDER in some 
newspaper having a general circulation in St. Mary’s County once a week for 3 suc-
cessive weeks, warning all persons interested in the property to appear in this Court 
by the 21st day of April, 2023 and redeem the property and answer the Complaint, 
or thereafter a Final Judgment will be entered foreclosing all rights of redemption in 
the property, and vesting in the Plaintiff a title, free and clear of all encumbrances. 

Debra J. Burch
Clerk of Court for St. Mary’s County, Maryland

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND

CASE NO: C-18-CV-23-000103

Glen E. Vacek, 
Plaintiff

v.

Chesapeake Land & Development 
20720 Golden Thompson Rd 28, Site #28
Avenue, MD 20609

and

St. Mary’s County, Maryland,

and

all unknown owners of the property described below, their heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives and their or any of their heirs, devisees, executors, adminis-
trators, grantees, assigns, or successors in right, title and interest and any and all 
persons having or claiming to have an interest in the property described as: 

20720 Golden Thompson Rd 28, Site #28, Plat 38/74, St. Patrick’s Campground

and also known as Account Number 07-039190

Defendants

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this proceeding is to secure the foreclosure of all rights of redemp-
tion in the following property, sold by the Collector of Taxes for St. Mary’s Coun-
ty to the Plaintiff: 

20720 Golden Thompson Rd 28, Site #28, Plat 38/74, St. Patrick’s Camp-
ground and also known as Account Number 07-039190

The Complaint states, among other things, that the amounts necessary for redemp-
tion have not been paid. It is therefore on this 21st day of February, 2023, by the 
Circuit Court for St. Mary’s County, Maryland:

ORDERED, that notice be given by insertion of a copy of this ORDER in some 
newspaper having a general circulation in St. Mary’s County once a week for 3 suc-
cessive weeks, warning all persons interested in the property to appear in this Court 
by the 21st day of April, 2023 and redeem the property and answer the Complaint, 
or thereafter a Final Judgment will be entered foreclosing all rights of redemption in 
the property, and vesting in the Plaintiff a title, free and clear of all encumbrances. 

Debra J. Burch
Clerk of Court for St. Mary’s County, Maryland

Legal
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I finally did a 9 to 5 and it felt really 
good! No, I don’t mean a 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. workday, I mean I fell asleep a 
bit after 9 p.m. and did not wake up 
until 5 a.m., well 4:57 a.m. to be exact. 
Normally I get 3 or 4 hours of sleep at 
the most. If I could get 7 hours every 
night I could rule the world. 

Of course, you know the reason I 
woke up at 4:57 a.m. if you are my 
age or older. I always hope I can take 
care of that mission with the bath-
room light completely off and with 
my eyes closed or nearly closed and 
get back to bed and right back off to 
dreamland. But you have to wash 
your hands afterwards right? Some-
times I get impatient waiting for the 

water to get warm and stick my soapy hands under the stream too soon and 
get a jolt of ice cold water. Okay, eyes are partially open now. 

Once that necessary task is accomplished, I notice my nose starts running 
and the typical morning congestion starts which means I have to go to the 
kitchen and get an Alavert allergy tablet. While I am fighting for three minutes 
to get the devil’s made contraption of sealed foil around the tablet off I realize 
that my fingers and back are really painful, so its time to take my Excedrin 
Migraine to take the edge off which means I will have to turn on the kitchen 
light because I have a few pill bottles that size. Eyes are nearly wide open now.

If I am taking my Excedrin to get the fingers working I might as well take 
my prednisone for all the other painful parts. I always drink a glass or two of 
water with the Excedrin, so it won’t upset my esophagus or stomach (If you 
have ever burned a hole in your esophagus from too many NSAIDS which I 
have done twice, then you will know why I drink so much water and never 
lay down immediately after pills). Well, I have to sit up to drink the water 
might as well turn on the TV and hear the early morning news. It’s about 5:15 
a.m. or so now. I may still have time to lay back down until the sun begins to 
rise. But let me check my phone first. I am only going to check email really 
quick and see what my friends are doing on Facebook. It’s now 6 a.m. and I 
wonder where 45 minutes of life just went that I will never get back. Eyes are 
wide open but glazed with double vision now; I see two of everything when 
I glance up from my phone at the news occasionally, missing any segment I 
wanted to listen to. And also, the Eastern sky is just beginning to lighten so I 
need to start the tea kettle and get my Scottish Breakfast tea to steeping.

By 6:20 a.m. my head is thumping because my Blood Pressure has skyrock-
eted from the other two pills, so after a trip to the necessary room, I go get yet 
another glass of water, my BP pill, and my other morning meds and give up all 
hope of going back to bed because it is time for the sunrise, oh glorious sun-
rise. I’m sure you remember that I am obsessive about seeing the sunrise every 
morning. Going off on a Freudian tangent and doing like all the celebrities do 
(except they make a ton of money about their childhoods), I believe my need 
to see the sunrise is directly linked to the fact that my mother liked everything 
dark with low lamp light or no lights and dark velvet drapes covering most of 
the windows, add in the heavy cloud of two chain-smoking parents and it was 
suffocating in many ways. My mother said that her family and friends called 
her Theda Bara when she was young after the silent film actress with the heavy 
kohl-rimmed eyes who was referred to as the Vamp or Vampire. So yes, a light 
filled house with sheer curtains and the sunrise are important to me.

6:30 a.m. The routine of the morning has kicked in: Mindy has rolled on 
her back to get her morning leg stretch and massage and my strong breakfast 
tea is perfectly steeped and creamed & sugared to my taste. I breathe in the 
scent of the tea, take a long sip, and watch as the golden sunrise with all the 
lovely prism of colors is filling the morning sky just breaking over the trees 
up on the crest of our road. My eyes are wide, my heart is open…with the 
beauty and promise of a new day.

To each new day’s adventure, Shelby
Please send your comments or ideas to: shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com 

or find me on Facebook

“Almost 9 to Almost 5”

Wanderings
Aimless Mindof an by Shelby Oppermann

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS
Have you built an 
emergency fund?

Article was contributed by David McDonough 
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones

Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301 997 1707

Many people make financial New Year’s resolutions, such as reducing 
their debts or contributing more to their retirement accounts — both of 
which are certainly worthy goals. But among those who planned to make a 
financial resolution for 2023, the primary reason was the desire to build an 
emergency savings fund, according to a December 2022 study by research 
firm Morning Consult.

Factors such as economic concerns and the sharp rise in inflation seem 
to be driving this greater interest in building an emergency fund. But it’s 
extremely valuable to maintain this type of fund in any economic environ-
ment. An emergency fund can help you prepare for a temporary job loss 
or early retirement, or pay for large home or auto repairs, sizable medical 
bills and other needs.

So, how much do you need to keep in an emergency fund? The answer 
depends on your stage of life. If you’re still working, you might want at 
least three to six months’ worth of living expenses in your emergency fund. 
If you’re already retired, however, you may need at least three months’ 
worth of expenses for emergencies, plus another 12 months’ worth of 
expenses, after accounting for your other sources of income, to cover your 
everyday spending needs.

And if you are retired, it’s especially important to maintain this larger 
emergency fund so you can avoid dipping into your investment portfolio to 
pay for any unforeseen costs and daily expenses. As you know, the finan-
cial markets can be volatile, so, if it’s possible, you’ll want to avoid having 
to sell investments when their prices may be down.

When building an emergency fund, where should you keep the money? 
You’ll need it to be accessible, so you’ll want it in a liquid investment vehi-
cle. At the same time, you don’t want to take risks with this fund, so you’ll 
want to be confident that your principal will likely be preserved. Some pos-
sibilities might include short-term certificates of deposit (CDs) or money 
market accounts. But wherever you put the money, keep it separate from 
your regular checking or savings account — it’s called an “emergency” 
fund for a reason, and you don’t want to mingle it with the accounts you 
use every day.

Given the high cost of living, it’s not always easy to sock away money 
for emergencies — and if you wait until all your bills are paid before 
addressing an emergency fund, you may only make very slow progress. 
One possible strategy is to pay yourself first, so to speak, by having some 
money automatically moved from your checking or savings account each 
month into your emergency fund. And whenever you get a financial wind-
fall, such as a tax refund or a year-end bonus at work, you might use some 
of it for this fund.

It will take time and discipline to build and maintain an emergency fund. 
But once you’ve got such a fund in place, you’ll feel more confident in 
your ability to deal with unexpected costs that could potentially disrupt 
your progress toward your financial goals. So, make it a priority this year 
to build or strengthen your emergency fund. It will be worth the effort.

Contributors
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WILLOW 
OAK

HERITAGE
CLUMP BIRCH

WEEPING
WILLOW

SWEET BAY
MAGNOLIA

PEARS APRICOTSPLUMS APPLES

KWANZAN 
CHERRY

PINK  
DOGWOOD

WHITE 
DOGWOOD

PURPLE LEAF 
PLUM

LEYLAND
CYPRESS

GREEN GIANT
ARBORVITAE

EMERALD 
GREEN

 ARBORVITAE

NELLIE 
STEVENS

HOLLY

Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center
41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick 
Garden Center

1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Winter Hours:   
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat & Sun. 9-5

Sale Ends: 3/28/2023

WentworthNursery.com 

SPECIAL SAVINGS at our Two Garden Centers
Oakville & Prince Frederick

Call to schedule a Consultation 1-800-451-1427  WentworthNursery.com

THE Wentworth eekly
Now is the Time to PLANT

Flowering & Shade Trees BUY 3 or More SAVE 20%

Trees for Screening BUY 5 or More SAVE 20%

Big Trees for Shade & Color BUY 2 or More SAVE 20%

Need better curb appeal, privacy, or more color in your landscape?

Walks  •  Walls  •  Ponds  •  Patios  •  Raised Planters  •  Gardens  •  Terraces  
Fire Pits  •  Columns  •  Outdoor Kitchens  •  Much More! 

Organic “Bay Friendly”  
lawn care PrOgram

 Top Dressing with Organic LeafGro or Orgro.  
Materials supplied & labor to install.

white hOuse  
lawn care PrOgram

(Premium Lawn 
Care Program)

LEAVE YOUR LAWN CARE TO US!

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
• Core Aeration
• Slice Seeding
• Organic Compost
• Over-Seeding

• Top Soiling
• Grading 
• Pavers & Flagstone
• Retaining Walls

• Pruning & Renovating
• New Planting & Color
• Walkways & Patios
• Spring Clean-Up & Mulching

WENTWORTH LAWN MANAGEMENTLANDSCAPE DESIGN BUILD

Schedule an appointment to get your landscape re-designed and take  
a fresh look at creating an enduring and colorful landscape,  

with balance, structure, scale, and unity.

*Visit trees.maryland.gov to  
download a coupon valid for $25 Off  

the purchase of any Native Tree priced 
at $75 or more. There is a list of  

all qualifying trees on the website. 

$$2525 OFFOFF THE PURCHASE THE PURCHASE 
OF ONE TREE*OF ONE TREE*

Tree Water  
Bags Dew  
Right 

Only 
$1288ea.

Only 
$1788ea.

36lb Bag

Only  
$2988ea.

Bonide 
Fruit Tree 
Spray

Jobes Tree  
& shrub  
spikes

Epic Deer 
Scram

Pint Size 
Only 

$1788ea.

5 Pack
Only

$988ea.

5.75 lb
Only

$3888ea.

Tree-tone

Eaton Tree 
Stake 
Kit

Easy & Convenient. 
 Order Online for Delivery.   

ShopWentworthNursery.com

Fruit Trees BUY 3 or More SAVE 20%

3 cu. ft. Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
Pallet  

(45 Bags)
as low as 

$459

Autumn Red Stone
Small or 

Large
Pallet

(63 Bags)
as low as 

$659

Pond Stone

Pallet  
(63 Bags)

as low as 
$639

Bayer Season Long  
Grub Control

5,000 sq. ft.
reg. $39.99

Only  
$3788ea.

Espoma 
Bio Tone

Espoma 
Holly-Tone

4 lb bag
Only 

$888ea.

18 lb bag
Only 

$1888ea.

2 cuft Bag
Only 

$1988ea.

1 cuft Bag
Only 

$1188ea.

Miracle Gro 
Potting Soil

Espoma 
Potting
MIX

15,000 
sq. ft. bag   

Only $7788ea.

Preen Weed  
Killer
5.6 lb size 
250 sq. ft.

Only 
$2788ea.

GreenSmart Crabgrass 
Control Plus
Lawn Food
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Repairs & Installation
Garage Doors • Broken Springs •  Panel Replacement

Garage Door Openers • Annual Maintenance Agreements
Service on All Makes & Models

Commercial & Residential
101 Skipjack Road • Suite 2 
Prince Frederick, MD

301-453-6966
www.heatwithfire.com

Visit our 
stone yard 

today!

301-375-8300 • WWW.SOLIDROCKCO.COM • 4205 RAY DRIVE, LA PLATA

Visit our 
stone yard 

today! 

301-453-6966
www.heatwithfire.com

Visit our 
stone yard 

today!

301-375-8300 • WWW.SOLIDROCKCO.COM • 4205 RAY DRIVE, LA PLATA

Visit our 
stone yard 

today! 

301-453-6966
www.heatwithfire.com

Visit our 
stone yard 

today!

301-375-8300 • WWW.SOLIDROCKCO.COM • 4205 RAY DRIVE, LA PLATA

Visit our 
stone yard 

today! 
Solid Rock

301-375-8300

www.solidrockco.com
4205 Ray Drive, La Plata

Local Craftsmanship
At Its Best!

Marble, Granite, Limestone, Quartz, 
Engineered Stone, Slate, Soapstone,

and Recycled Materials

Southern Maryland's Original Source 
For Stone Countertops And More

Budget-Friendly Ways 
to Freshen Up Your 
Home’s Exterior

As any homeowner knows, 
renovation projects tend to 
cost a lot of money. The aver-
age cost of a home renova-
tion is difficult to gauge, as 
such endeavors run the gamut 
from complex projects like a 
kitchen overhaul to simpler 
ones like painting a room 
inside a home. Indeed, the 
National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry notes 
that scope is what drives the 
cost of a renovation project.

Though there might not be 
an “average cost” of a renova-
tion project, homeowners can 
expect to spend thousands of 
dollars on projects that are not 
very small in scale. Navigating 
such an expense at a time when 
inflation remains high might 
be difficult for some home-
owners looking to maintain 
the appearance of their home 
exteriors. However, there are 
many budget-friendly ways 
homeowners can tend to the 
exterior of their properties.

•	 Power washing: Power washing 
won’t break the bank but it can revive 
the look of a home. Power washing 
removes dirt and grime from the sid-
ing of a home and a power washing 
can be used to clean porches, walk-
ways and patios as well. Hardware 
chains like Home Depot and Lowes 
typically rent power washers, but 
homeowners who don’t want to do 
it themselves can hire a professional 
for a few hundred dollars, if not less. 
Power washing after winter can be a 
good idea, as the elements can take 
a toll on a home’s exterior. A good 
power washing before spring and 
summer entertaining season can thus 
give a home a fresh, clean look with-
out breaking the bank.

•	 Furnished front porch: A furnished 
front porch can serve as a welcome 
sign to neighbors and provide a great 
place to relax with a morning cup of 
coffee and a good book. Homeowners 
with a small porch won’t need to bust 
their budgets to upgrade their front 
porch furnishings. Some small chairs 
with bright cushions, a small table 
and a rug underfoot can revamp an 

entryway at low cost.
•	 Window box installation: Install-

ing window box planters is another 
cost-effective way to brighten up a 
home’s exterior. Homeowners can 
hang window boxes outside windows 
on the front of their homes and then 
fill them with brightly colored flowers 
to add an inviting pop of color to their 
home exteriors. The experts at Better 
Homes & Gardens urge homeown-
ers to take weight into consideration 
before buying window planters. Keep 
in mind that soil and developed plants 
can be heavy, so look for a sturdy box 
as well as one that has drainage holes.

•	 Replace hardware: Another simple 
way to freshen up a stale exterior is 
to replace hardware. Door knobs, 
knockers, house numbers, and even 
the mailbox can appear dated after a 
while. Replacing these items is inex-
pensive and quick but can have a pro-
found impact on how the exterior of a 
home appears to residents and visitors.

Exterior renovations need not break 
the bank. Various simple and inexpensive 
tweaks can quickly revitalize the exterior 
of a home.

LOCAL ADVERTISING 
IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.
RESERVE YOUR SPACE IN THE FALL HOME & GARDEN GUIDE. 
CONTACT US AT 301-373-4125
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17723 Three Notch Road • Dameron, MD 20628
301-872-5553 • CarrollsEquipment.com

$500 OFF
SELECT GRAVELY 
ZT X SERIES MOWERS
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Phone: 301-373-2912 
Email: sales@gehmanbarns.com  

Located on Bishop Road near 
Loveville in St. Mary’s County

PROVIDING QUALITY 
STORAGE SOLUTIONS 

SINCE 1993

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Shedding Some Light 
on Home Solar

Consumers shopping around for home 
improvement projects may be leaning 
toward overhauls that can reduce energy 
consumption and save them money in the 
long run. This is a driving factor behind a 
growing number of homeowners investi-
gating solar energy for their residences.

How does solar power work?
Solar power harnesses the sun’s energy 

and converts it into electricity that can be 
used in homes. Many people are familiar 
with photovoltaics (PV), which are the 
panels that absorb sunlight and create an 
electric field across their layers. Another 
solar technology, known as concentrat-
ing solar power, is primarily used in large 
power plants and is not appropriate for res-
idential use, according to Energy.gov.

According to the Office of Energy Effi-
ciency & Renewable Energy, hundreds of 
thousands of solar panels have been put in 
use across the United States since 2008 .

Costs associated with solar
The upfront expense of solar panels 

is significant, costing anywhere from 
$10,000 to $14,000 for initial installation. 
However, comparatively speaking, home-
owners can spend $1,500 or more per year 
on electricity, so solar panels will pay for 
themselves over time. Keep in mind that 

costs may vary depending on energy needs 
and how many panels will be required to 
service the system. 

How much electricity can I expect?
The Federal Trade Commission’s Con-

sumer Advice says that the amount of 
power generated from a solar energy sys-
tem depends on a few factors:

1.	The average number of hours of 
direct, unshaded sunlight your roof 
gets each year;

2.	The pitch (angle), age and condition 
of your roof, and the compass direc-
tion it faces;

3.	The size and strength of your sys-
tem; and 

4.	Environmental factors such as snow, 
dust or shade that may cover the system.

Save even more money
Consumers can contact their utility com-

panies to find out if they provide home-
owners who produce solar power with “net 
metering.” This program pays the home-
owner money or gives credit for excess 
power the system produces and returns to 
the electric grid. Individuals also may be eli-
gible for energy tax credits or other benefits. 

Homeowners may find it worthwhile to 
explore solar energy, particularly if they 
consume a high amount of electricity.



Spring 2023 The County Times 13HomeGarden&

Some Hidden Costs of DIY
The home renovation industry is boom-

ing, and that’s reflected in the cost to 
upgrade a home. Home Guide says remod-
eling a kitchen costs $25,000 on average, 
and a bathroom renovation runs around 
$10,000. Though rates fluctuate depending 
on a host of variables, renovations can cost 
$15 to $60 per square foot depending on 
the project. 

The average homeowner wants to save 
as much money as possible when renovat-
ing their home. Many think doing much of 
the work themselves is the easiest way to 
keep costs low. What some homeowners 
may not realize is that DIY can be costly 
and prove a big hassle in the long run. The 
following are some hidden costs of DIY 
and renovating in general.

Time
DIY projects are a major drain on free 

time. Homeowners taking the DIY route 
typically work on weekends or after work. 
Few people can take off and devote their 
undivided attention to a remodel like a con-
tractor can. Time is a valuable resource that 
is not renewable. Therefore, think of a DIY 
project in terms of what it would equal in 
lost wages. Because homeowners are not 
professionals, a DIY project may take dou-
ble the time it would take a contractor. It 
may be worth it to simply hire it out.

Mistakes
Many resources are available to help 

DIY enthusiasts work on a project, but 
there are still tricks and techniques 
learned after years on the job. DIYers 
may damage their homes by taking short-
cuts or not understanding how to do a job 
properly. A plumbing mistake, for exam-
ple, may lead to flooding that damages 
another room in the home. And such mis-
takes may not be covered by homeown-
ers insurance policies.

Fines
Permits are required for many home 

improvement projects. Forgetting to obtain 
permits or not realizing one may be neces-
sary could subject you to hefty fines and/or 
force the job to be redone so it’s up to code. 
Professionals likely know the rules regard-
ing permits and often include the cost of 
acquiring permits in an estimate.

Remediation
It’s only after opening up walls or remov-

ing floors that you may discover issues you 
did not anticipate, such as termite damage 
or mold. These unforseen factors can drive 
up the overall costs of a project.

Disposal
Removing old building materials or gut-

ting a room is part of many renovations. 

Chances are this refuse simply cannot be 
left at the curb for trash pickup. As a DIYer, 
you may not factor the costs for a dump-
ster or the time and money required to haul 
debris to a recycling or landfill center.

Tools
DIYers may have to purchase tools 

as they engage in new projects. These 
expenses can add up and negate the savings 
of doing some of the work yourself.

DIY projects may initially seem like a 
way to save money, but weekend warriors 
should calculate the hidden costs associ-
ated with DIY renovations before deciding 
to do some work on their own.

Stay safe around 
power lines
With the return of spring, many people are excited to head 
outdoors and get started on some projects around the 
house and yard. It’s important to stay safe and be aware of 
overhead power lines. Look up.

• Never climb power poles or transmission towers.

• Never climb trees near power lines.

• Keep equipment away from overhead lines when carrying 
ladders, pool skimmers, and pruning tools

• If you are doing work close to power lines—such as 
trimming trees, working on your roof, or doing exterior 
renovations—keep yourself, your ladder, and anything you 
are handling a safe distance from the power line.

• Contact SMECO to disconnect power if you are doing work 
that requires close contact with overhead lines attached  
to your home. 

• Use a licensed electrician for all electrical work.

• Plant trees away from power lines.

Download our free mobile app or use our texting 
service to report an outage or pay your bill.
smeco.coop/services

In addition to 
overhead lines, 
SMECO has many 
underground  
electric lines.  
Call Miss Utility at  
811 before you dig.
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• ASPHALT REPAIR
• SEAL COATING
• STRIPING
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
• MHIC #109073

301-997-0006 • INFO@JEFFSTREE.COM • JEFFSTREE.COM

• TREE REMOVAL
• TREE TRIMMING
• STUMP GRINDING
• FERTILIZATION
• FREE ESTIMATE
• FULLY INSURED
• LTE #995
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• TREE REMOVAL
• TREE TRIMMING
• STUMP GRINDING
• FERTILIZATION
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• FULLY INSURED
• LTE #995

10% OFF

10% OFF

New Sprinkler Installation 
of 5 zones or more

1st Service Appointment
to New Customers

 301-481-6423
A division of Collentro Landscaping

MHIC 145501
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Natural Stones | Boulders | Ground Covers
Trees Plants |Landscape Supplies | and More!

Opening Mar 18th for the 2023 Season
Retail and Wholesale Available

COLLENTRO
Nursery & Garden Center

FREE
delivery on orders over $250

Exp. 5/31/23

10% OFF
your fi rst order

Exp. 5/31/23

301-481-6423 | www.collentrolandscaping.com
1120 Coster Rd | Lusby, MD | Beside Main O� ice
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Create More Privacy 
on Your Property

An inviting backyard can serve as a wel-
come retreat from the hustle and bustle of 
daily life. After a long day at the office or 
an exhausting day spent transporting kids 
to and fro, it’s hard to resist the allure of a 
peaceful outdoor space in which to unwind.

Privacy is a key component of any back-
yard oasis. Some homes may be so remote 
that privacy isn’t an issue. But many sub-
urban homeowners recognize they might 
need to tweak their landscapes if they hope 
to create a private oasis outside. 

Fencing or planting?
Most homeowners looking to create 

more privacy on their property will have 
to choose between fencing and plant-
ing. Fencing provides immediate privacy 
because, once it’s installed, no one can see 
into the yard. Fencing also doesn’t require 
watering or other immediate upkeep, which 
will be necessary when planting to ensure 
tree roots can establish themselves. 

But planting has its benefits as well. 
Planting for privacy is essentially creating 
a living fence that can grow over time and 
provide even more privacy as trees reach 
maturity. Plants also tend to be less costly 
than fencing. The home renovation experts 
at BobVila.com estimate that fencing proj-
ects typically cost between $1,667 and 
$4,075. However, fencing projects can cost 
considerably more than $4,000, especially 
for homeowners with large properties they 
want to enclose. Large, mature trees can 
be expensive, though it’s unlikely they 
will cost as much as fencing. In addition, 
fencing requires more maintenance and 
will potentially need to be replaced, while 
native trees won’t require much upkeep 
and can last for generations.

Planting
Homeowners who choose to plant for 

privacy will next have to decide which 
type of plants to add to their properties. 
Evergreens provide year-round privacy 
because they don’t shed their leaves, so 
these are the ones most often chosen when 

creating a living fence. A number of vari-
eties of evergreen trees can do the job, but 
it’s important that homeowners consult 
with a landscape architect prior to choos-
ing trees so they can ensure the trees will 
thrive when faced with the growing con-
ditions on their properties. During such a 
consultation, homeowners may discuss the 
following popular privacy trees.

•	 Leyland cypress: The Arbor Day 
Foundation® notes that the Leyland 
cypress is popular for hedges and 
boundaries, likely because a typical 
tree reaches a mature height of 60’-
70’ and can spread as wide as 25’. 
The Leyland cypress grows fast, 
which may appeal to homeowners 
who don’t want to wait to establish 
privacy.

•	 Green Giant Arborvitae: There are 
different varieties of the arborvitae, 
but the Green Giant tends to be the 
go-to option for privacy. The ADF 
notes that Green Giants will grow up 
to three feet per year until they reach 
maturity, providing a fast-grow-
ing option for privacy planters. The 
Green Giant can spread as wide as 
20 feet at maturity, which is another 
attribute that makes it so popular 
among homeowners desiring privacy.

•	 Eastern White Pine: The ADF notes 
that the eastern white pine, which 
can reach heights as high as 80 feet, 
is favored in spacious yards. That’s 
likely due to its height and its poten-
tial spread, which can reach 40 feet. 
Homeowners who choose the eastern 
white pine might like it for its resem-
blance to a Christmas tree, and in fact 
it is widely used for that purpose. The 
privacy provided by the eastern white 
pine is significant, but it might be best 
suited to especially large properties.

Whether it’s fencing or planting, home-
owners have many options to consider as 
they seek to create more privacy on their 
properties.
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Pavers | Patio | Decks | Pergolas |Outdoor Kitchens 
Fire Pits | Retaining Walls | Planting | and More!

Your Premier Landscape Specialist | Financing Now Available!

COLLENTRO
Landscape and Design

10% OFF
any planting package 

installation over $1500
Exp. 5/31/23

FREE
fi repit with the purchase of 

any patio 500 sq. ft. or more.
Exp. 5/31/23

301-481-6423 | www.collentrolandscaping.com MHIC 145501
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How to Make Your 
Backyard Safe for Dogs

Dogs, particularly puppies, can be full of 
boundless energy. Channeling that energy 
into exercise with long walks or play ses-
sions can help stem dogs’ propensity to 
get into trouble around the house as they 
burn off extra adrenaline. Pets who don’t 
have an energy outlet may chew off-limits 
objects or get into other mischief.

According to the American Kennel 
Club, the amount of exercise a dog needs 
depends on the animal’s age and breed. 
For example, border collies or Siberian 
huskies may require much more exercise 
than English bulldogs, simply because 
the former are working breeds. Pet own-
ers with large backyards often find those 
outdoor spots are ideal for when their dogs 
get the “zoomies,” something that tends to 
be a daily occurrence. Letting their dogs 
run around yards, whether on their own 
or chasing tossed tennis balls, is an ideal 
way to provide exercise and tire out pups. 
In such scenarios, it’s vital that pups have a 
dog-friendly yard in which to play.

Use safe lawn care products
An expanse of grass is the perfect place 

to frolic or enjoy some sunbathing — for 
people or pets. But contact with chemically 
treated lawns can cause a number of health 
issues for dogs, such as allergies or intes-
tinal upset.

Switching to native grasses can reduce 
the need to use chemicals to get lush lawns. 
When supplementation is needed, home-
owners can switch to organic products or 
natural compost as safer alternatives than 
chemical-based products.

Fence off the yard
Off-leash running and bounding through 

the yard will make any dog smile. How-
ever, a fence is a must-have to ensure a dog 
doesn’t become an escape artist. Be sure 
the fence is high enough so that the pup 

cannot jump over it. Burying chicken wire 
in the dirt beneath the lower edge of the 
fence also can help prevent dogs who like 
to dig from exiting by crawling underneath 
the fence.

Consider installing a lock on the fence 
gate so that no one can wander in and sur-
prise the dog, which may startle the animal 
and prompt it to defend the property. A lock 
also helps prevent dog theft.

Keep the yard tidy
Maintaining a clean yard also is key to 

safety. Inspect the yard regularly to make 
sure nothing is around that can prove harm-
ful, whether it’s poison ivy, felled branches 
or broken fence panels. Also, keep shrubs 
and grass trimmed to reduce flea and tick 
populations on the property.

Avoid poisonous plants
Certain plants can be dangerous if 

they’re consumed by curious pups. Chry-
santhemums, peonies, irises, and hydran-
geas are some plants that can be poisonous. 
For a full list of poisonous plants, visit the 
ASPCA website (aspca.org).

Keep an eye on animals
Dogs can spend some unattended time in 

the yard, but check in from time to time. 
Should wildlife get into the yard, dogs may 
get hurt by tussles or bites. Birds of prey, 
such as owls, hawks and even vultures, 
may attack small dogs in a yard. Accord-
ing to Pat Silvosky, director of the Milford 
Nature Center in Kansas, some birds can 
be territorial. While they might not view 
a dog as an easy meal, they could swoop 
down and attack to defend territory. The 
same may occur with other wild animals.

A dog-friendly yard may require a little 
effort to create, but it’s worth a little sweat 
equity to keep pups safe.
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Doyle’s Carpet & Furniture
 20041 Point Lookout Rd. •  Lexington Park 

www.doylesofsomd.com

I’m Norm Doyle! 
We are open!

Call Us at 
301-994-3650

Family Owned & Operated in 
Southern Maryland 

Since 1969

See Doyle’s for any 
type of flooring needs!

LBT plank flooring, 1st quality, 12 mill, $2.39 sq. ft.!! 
Price subject to change, exact styles at this price depend on availability

 Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am -5:30 pm, Sat. 9:00 am -3:00pm. 

How to Compare Contractors’ Bids
Home renovation projects are signifi-

cant undertakings. It is common for home-
owners who may not have the time nor the 
expertise to do the work themselves to call 
in professionals to tackle these jobs.

According to the home improvement 
resource HomeGuide.com, for a bathroom 
remodel, which is one of the more popu-
lar improvement projects, installation and 
labor accounts for 10 to 25 percent of the 
total project cost. In general, many con-
tractors pay themselves $300 to $500 for 
an hourly rate, while helpers may make 
$150 per hour. 

Materials used account for the other 
components of an overall project cost. 
Homeowners negotiate the best rates pos-
sible by obtaining a number of bids from 
contractors, spelling out both labor and 
material costs and determining their best 
option. Here’s how to compare bids.

Check as many reviews as possible
Go online, ask friends for recommen-

dations, or rely on the Better Business 
Bureau to find reliable contractors. A con-
tractor who seems too good to be true will 
not necessarily be so, but it’s still best to 
vet each professional thoroughly prior to 
signing a contract.

Cost basis vs bid basis
Certain contractors will produce an esti-

mate based on the best guess of the  cost 

of supplies then add on a flat fee or per-
centage for their services. This is called 
a cost basis bid. Others will create a bid 
that includes all their anticipated supply 
and labor costs, known as a bid basis bid. 
Know what you’re getting to make the 
most accurate comparison.

Create a master itemized checklist
It’s easy to explain the project differently 

from one contractor to another when doing 
so verbally. That may result in a different 
plan and price. Rather, make a checklist of 
what you want done and have several cop-
ies to give to the contractors with whom 
you meet. This makes it easier to compare 
costs line by line.

Have specific materials in mind
Make sure bids are based on the same 

materials and tasks. For example, if you’re 
comparing window replacement quotes, 
be sure that each quote is based on the 
same window material and coating. Vinyl 
replacement windows may not cost the 
same as fiberglass or wood.

It is much easier to compare pricing 
when contractors provide estimates reflect-
ing the same materials.

Small versus big contracting companies
Some bids may differ based on the man-

power of the company. One contractor may 
view a project as an easy one that can be 

slipped right into the schedule. Another 
may have to devote more time and effort 
if it is being undertaken by one or two 
people. This can affect cost in the quote. 
Furthermore, a contractor who does a lot 
of advertising in print, television or online, 
or has an office or warehouse space, may 
have extra overhead costs that are passed 
on to the customer.

Doing your own demo
Figure out if the contractor will allow 

you to perform a portion of the tear-out, 
clean-up or other tasks to save on labor 
costs. Make sure this is included in the bid.

Comparing contractor work bids can be 
tricky, but it helps homeowners know they’re 
getting the best value for their money.
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What to Know About Landscape Lighting

Home improvement trends come and go, 
and one trend that has become wildly pop-
ular in recent years is recognizable in yards 
every night. Landscape lighting has trans-
formed how people see and enjoy their 
properties at night, making it one of the 
more sought-after upgrades among modern 
homeowners.

Curb appeal is often seen through the 
lens of how homes appear during daylight 

hours, but landscape lighting can make 
homes look better and more modern, and 
potentially safer, after the sun goes down. 
With such potential, landscape lighting is 
worth exploring for homeowners looking 
to upgrade their properties.

Are there different types of landscape 
lighting?

When considering landscape lighting, 

homeowners should know that there are 
various options to consider. According to 
the lighting experts at Lumens, spotlights 
project a concentrated and narrow beam 
of light that’s usually around 45 degrees. 
Spotlights are often chosen to highlight 
specific features on a property, like a com-
ponent of the landscaping. Individuals 
who want to cast light over wider, more 
general areas may consider floodlights, 
which Lumens notes spread light up to 120 
degrees.

Inground lighting is among the more 
sophisticated landscape lighting options. 
Lumens notes that inground lighting illu-
minates the whole of a tree or structure, 
often creating a dramatic look. These cir-
cle-shaped lights also are great at illumi-
nating walkways and driveways.

Post lights are another outdoor lighting 
option, and these are often used to light up 
long walkways and pathways so it’s easier 
and safer to navigate dark areas at night.

Can a DIYer handle landscape lighting?
Many homeowners consider a 

do-it-yourself approach when pondering 
a potential home renovation, and a land-
scape lighting project is likely to inspire 
such curiosity as well. The home experts 
at HGTV note that the feasibility of DIY 
in regard to a landscape lighting project 
depends on the type of lighting homeown-
ers want to install and where they want to 
install it. Replacing an existing electrical 

fixture may be well within the skill of a 
seasoned DIYer, but installing a new fix-
ture is a job best left to the professionals. 
Homeowners whose homes currently have 
no or very little landscape lighting are 
almost certainly better off working with a 
professional. Solar lighting that does not 
require any electrical work can be installed 
quickly and easily by anyone, but such 
options may not provide the look home-
owners are aiming for.

How much lighting is necessary?
The amount of lighting homeowners 

want to install is up to them. If the home 
currently has little or no landscape lighting, 
a consultation with a professional can help 
to determine  how much lighting to install 
and where to install it. When discussing 
landscape lighting, homeowners may want 
to inquire about dimmers. Dimmers can 
increase or decrease lighting depending 
on the situation. For example, homeown-
ers may want a little extra light during a 
party, but less when relaxing alone outside 
at night. Dimmers allow homeowners to 
adjust as necessary.

Landscape lighting is a popular home 
renovation trend. Homeowners considering 
adding landscape lighting to their prop-
erty are urged to work with a skilled pro-
fessional to devise and install a set-up that 
makes their homes more appealing at night. 

LOCAL 
GRANITE 
PRICES
Free In-Home Estimates

301-884-7077
www.BroadCreekKitchens.com
Serving Southern Maryland for 30 Years

Quality granite, quartz,
& quartzite
Local granite yard

Free sinks to include
all cutouts
Removal of old tops 
included
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We do more than just landscaping

• Mowing
• Trimming
• Mulching
• Landscape Design
• Sod Installation
• Grading
• French Drains
• Aerating
• Overseeding
• Top Dressing

• Driveway 
Installation & Repair

• Seal Coating
• Crack Sealing
• Hardscaping
• Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Snow Plowing
• Brush Hogging
• Outdoor Lighting

• Erosion & Sediment 
Control

• Super & Silt Fences
• Smart Fences
• Stormwater Pond 

Management & 

Repair
• Grading
• Land Clearing
• Dry Wells
• Bio Ponds
• Rain Gardens

• Water, Sewer, Storm • Grease Interceptors

Commercial & Residential Site Services

Utilities

Call for Estimate | 301-997-8444 | jon@holcombslandscaping.net
Serving Southern Maryland for 13 Years
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Repair, Refi nishing, 
Antique Restoration & Reupholstery

Kitchen Cabinet & Exterior Door Refi nishing

 301-884-3011 • schoenbauer.com
30507 Potomac Way, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

Choosing the Right Plants for Your Landscape

Each year, gardening enthusiasts anx-
iously await the arrival of spring. Spring is 
a great season to plant new flowers, plants, 
grasses, and trees, making it a popular time 
of year to spend sunny days out in the yard.

Veteran gardeners may know their land-

scapes well and be able to pick the right 
plants on their own. Novices may need a 
little help as they look to give their land-
scapes a whole new look. The following 
are some helpful tips to help homeowners 
pick the right plants for their landscapes.

• Conduct a site evaluation. A colorful 
landscape featuring an array of plants and 
flowers can be eye-catching and add curb 
appeal to a property. However, where plants 
will be planted is a significant variable that 
must be considered before homeowners 
choose what to plant. The Center for Agri-
culture, Food, and the Environment at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst notes 
that site evaluation is the first step when 
picking plants. A number of factors must 
be evaluated, including light availability; 
water availability; exposure to the elements, 
including wind and extreme temperatures; 
and competition from existing vegetation, 
among other things. Document these vari-
ables prior to picking plants. For example, 
take note of the area you plan to plant to 
see if it is full sun or partial shade, and then 
pick plants whose growing conditions align 
with those you observe.

• Look at more than looks. Aesthetic 
appeal might be what homeowners most 
desire from their landscapes, but that 
appeal is only achieved when the right 
plants are chosen for a space. If the wrong 
plants are chosen, they’re unlikely to thrive 
or they could threaten existing vegetation, 
thus compromising the overall appeal of 
the property. Native plants can often han-
dle local weather conditions, so prioritize 
natives over more exotic plants whose key 
attribute is aesthetic appeal. If jaw-drop-

ping aesthetic appeal is your top priority, 
speak with a local landscaping professional 
about which natives can provide that with-
out compromising surrounding vegetation.

• Consider maintenance prior to plant-
ing. Maintenance is another variable gar-
deners must consider. Newly planted trees 
may require substantial watering until 
they’ve fully established their roots, and 
some homeowners may not have time for 
that. In addition, certain plants may require 
a considerable amount of pruning in order 
to create and maintain the look homeown-
ers desire. Individuals must be willing 
to invest the time and effort necessary to 
maintain new plantings that require such 
diligence. If not, look for plants that don’t 
require much maintenance while keeping 
in mind that even low-maintenance plants 
still require some effort and attention.

• Consider local wildlife. If your lawn 
is routinely visited by local wildlife, then 
look for plants that won’t look like a meal 
to these welcome, if uninvited, guests. For 
example, if you routinely see deer lounging 
around in your backyard, look for deer-re-
sistant plants. This is a good way to protect 
your investment, of both time and money, 
and ensure minimal wildlife traffic through 
your newly landscaped yard.

Spring gardens are awe-inspiring, espe-
cially when homeowners embrace various 
strategies for successful planting.  
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DELIVERING PREMIUM HEATING OIL, PROPANE & SERVING
THE HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING NEEDS OF SOUTHERN MARYLAND

FOR OVER 93 YEARS!

CALL  301-373-2131     WWW.BURCHPROPANE.COM
CALL OR VISIT ONLINE TODAY!

UPGRADE TO A TANKLESS
WATER HEATER TODAY!

UP TO $1000
IN REBATES

IN REBATES
1000$

FOR UP TO
60 MONTHS

FINANCING

FREE

AND NEVER RUN OUT OF HOT WATER AGAIN!
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IMPROVING THE LANDSCAPE OF SOUTHERN MARYLAND FOR MORE THAN 15 YEARS!
26100 FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL ROAD • MECHANICSVILLE • MD 20659

301-475-8834 • WWW.SOMDPAVERS.COM

PATIOS & WALKWAYS • OUTDOOR KITCHENS • RETAINING WALLS
FIRE PITS • POOLS & GARDEN SURROUNDS • DRIVEWAYS

Plus Stones Available For Self-Installation

Options to Finance Home Improvements
Renovating a home is a great way 

to impart personality indoors and out. 
Improvements can make spaces more liv-
able and address safety issues. Home reno-
vations often take residents’ lifestyles into 
account, and changes can be customized 
to accommodate a growing family or an 
empty nest.

No matter the job, home improvements 
tend to be costly. According to the finan-
cial resource SoFi, on average, the cost to 
renovate or remodel a whole house runs 
between $10 and $60 per square foot. 
Certain rooms demand a higher cost, with 
a kitchen or bathroom remodel costing 
around $100 to $250 per square foot due 
to electrical and plumbing needs. Figuring 
out how to pay for the improvement proj-
ect is as essential to the planning process as 
picking out materials and contractors.

The following are some financial con-
siderations and financing options for 
homeowners looking to renovate their 
properties.

•	 Consider if the investment is worth 
it. Remodeling magazine routinely 
assesses common improvements and 
how much homeowners can expect to 
recoup on the investment in its annual 
“Cost v. Value” report. In 2022, a 
homeowner spending $4,000 on a 
garage door replacement recouped 

93.3 percent of the investment, 
whereas adding a midrange bathroom 
at $63,000 would only offer a 51.8 
percent return. Homeowners must 
decide if they want to go forward with 
the project if they’re likely to get just 
a $33,000 return when they choose to 
sell the home later on.

•	 Refinance the home mortgage. Home-
owners can use a cash-out mortgage 
refinance as a way to access thou-
sands of dollars for a remodel. This 
taps into a home’s equity. Keep in 
mind that the mortgage will then be 
a new mortgage at the current inter-
est rate and an outstanding balance 
higher than what was the current one. 
Typically 20 percent equity in the 
home is needed to refinance.

•	 Take out a personal loan. For those 
who do not want to refinance, a per-
sonal loan or home improvement loan 
can be good for midsized projects, 
according to American Express. Per-
sonal loans for home renovations typ-
ically require no collateral and one’s 
credit score determines the interest 
rate.

•	 Utilize a home equity line of credit. A 
HELOC is a form of revolving credit, 
like a credit card. Homeowners bor-
row against the credit line granted 

with the home being the collateral. 
As a person pays down what is owed, 
he or she can borrow more. This is a 
good idea for recurring or long-term 
home improvements. 

•	 Try a home equity loan. Home equity 
loans use the home as collateral like 
a HELOC. The home equity loan is 
an installment loan for a fixed amount 
on a fixed monthly schedule for a set 
term. These are sometimes called sec-

ond mortgages.
•	 No- or low-interest credit card. 

Smaller projects can be financed 
using credit cards. Many will offer 
introductory rates with no interest for 
a few months. This is generally only 
preferable if a person can pay off the 
balance before interest is charged. 

These are the primary ways to finance 
home improvement projects when costs 
exceed available cash on hand.
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H o m e  I m p r ove m e n t s  a n d  R e p a i r s

U n ex p e c t e d  E x p e n s e s  o r  E m e r g e n c i e s

E d u c a t i o n  E x p e n s e s

M e d i c a l  B i l l s

C o n s o l i d a t i n g  D e b t

*Best rates are based upon approved credit.  The rate is a 
variable rate and may increase. Maximum rate is 15%. Closing 
costs estimated at $2,200 to $2,400 on a $60,000 HELOC. APR 
= Annual Percentage Rate. Federally Insured by NCUA.

www.cpfcu.com | 301-863-7071 

** Please consult your accountant.

You can use a HELOC for virtually 
any purpose. Common uses include: 

Using Your HELOC

CEDAR POINT
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

A HELOC is a great option for many homeowners. It offers flexibility, could provide tax 
benefits**, and allows homeowners to access a significant amount of credit. Ideally, the 
equity in your home could go up every year as home values rise, and your loan principal will 
decrease by making monthly payments. Keep in mind that market conditions could cause 
your home to lose both value and equity. It’s important to act quickly to capture the equity 
you may have today.

Instead of Moving, Start Improving!

REGISTER FOR OUR 
FINANCIAL WELLNESS 
SEMINARS!

*

NMLS #449975
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Sponsor our Event! See runforhospice.org or 
Call Emily 301-994-3075/Jim Dicus 240-925-5423 

 

I run for 
distance.  

And for
Hospice. 

Legendary Ultra Runner Mike Wardian 
World Marathon Challenge Champion 

3X Run for Hospice participant

“I’ve journeyed to 7 continents
in 7 days to run 7 marathons
to push the limits of mind and 
body.  But there are many
reasons to run for Hospice 
including an awesome
community vibe & the most
EPIC brunch on earth. But the
best reason? You’ll help
Hospice of St. Mary’s provide
care to those facing a terminal 
illness. Not a runner?  Do the
Fun Walk – a great way
to start your own journey”

 

100% of All Net Proceeds benefit Hospice in providing care to the terminally ill

26th  Run & Walk for Hospice 
Saturday, April 15th, 2023 Leonardtown, MD 

Register/sponsor runforhospice.org
“When you look back on life, you may find the greatest investment you 

ever made wasn’t in a stock or market, but in another person’s life”

26th Run & Walk for Hospice
Saturday, April 15th, 2023 | Leonardtown, MD | Register/sponsor at runforhospice.org

“When you look back on life, you may fi nd the greatest investment you
ever made wasn’t in a stock or market, but in another person’s life.”

Sponsor our event! See runforhospice.org or call:
Emily 301-994-3075 | Jim Dicus 240-925-5423

100% of all net proceeds benefi t Hospice in providing care to the terminally ill.

Fri, Mar 10
Contra Dance

37497 Zach Fowler Road, Chaptico
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Come out to swing, promenade, and 
do-si-do to lively jigs, reels and waltzes 
played by the So. MD Open Band. A caller 
will teach and call the dances. Dance work-
shop at 7:00 PM. Dance begins at 7:30 PM. 
No partner required. Beginner’s welcome

Sat, Mar 11
“Lifting Jesus Higher and Higher”

Patuxent Presbyterian Church
23421 King’s Creek Rd, California
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Pray, Praise, Promise Apostolic Church 
will sponsor a gospel concert to benefit St. 
Mary’s Caring Soup Kitchen, Three Oaks 
Shelter and other needs.

Participants include soloist Sister Bonita

 Ruff, Keep in Touch Brothers, Brother 
Ron Cradle of Restoration Church, Harmo-
nizers of Faith, Mt. Gethsemane Holiness 
Church Praise Team, Elder Dezi Weems of 
the Church of God—God’s Choice and the 
St. Peter Claver Church Choir.

2 Cor. 9-7 For God Loves a Cheerful 
Giver

Annual STEAM Event

Patuxent River Naval Air Museum
22156 Three Notch Road
Lexington Park
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Join the museum in celebrating its 
annual STEAM Day. There will be various 
professionals throughout the museum rep-
resenting Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Arts, and Math. Each STEAM group 
will have an activity for museum visitors 
to interact with.

All children 13 and under will receive free 
admission to the event. High School Stu-
dents that present an active student ID will 
also receive free admission. Accompanying 
adults will receive a reduced ticket price.

Sun, Mar 12
Turkey Shoot and Oyster Scald

7th District Optimist Park
21860 Colton Point Rd, Bushwood
12 p.m. start time

Kid’s shoot, cash shot. Hot dogs, chili 
and cold drinks.

www.facebook.com/7doptimist
www.7thdistrictoptimist.org

Ongoing
Lenten Seafood Dinners

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
22375 Three Notch Road
Lexington Park

Adult meals include two sides, plus 
three hush puppies and coleslaw

$16 steamed rockfish or fried shrimp, 
baked rockfish or fried rockfish

$17 fried oysters or fried scallops
$24 seafood platter
Sides: Green beans, French fries, mac 

and cheese, stewed tomatoes, three extra 
hush puppies

Kids Meal: Five fish sticks and one side 
for $5.

Order online at seafood.ihmrcc.org 
(credit card, Google Pay or ACH)

Order in person: cash or check
Desserts offered by IHM cash only

Mon, Mar 13
Pax River Quilters Guild Meeting

Good Samaritan Lutheran Church
20850 Langley Road
Lexington Park
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Pax River Quilters Guild will host its 
monthly meeting which will include a 
trunk show by one of our guild members. 
Meetings are the second Monday of every 
month and feature guest speakers, show 
and tells, and other fun activities. Pax 
River Quilters Guild is a non-profit orga-
nization devoted to philanthropic quilting 
projects and promoting the skill of quilting. 
New members of all skill levels are wel-
come. For questions, email: prpgsomd@
gmail.com

Website: paxriverquiltguild.com/
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In RemembranceIn RemembranceTo schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to 
aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for publication on Thursdays. 

Any submissions received after this deadline may run in the following week’s edition.

Elizabeth Turner, 96

Elizabeth Turner 
Pilkerton Adams, 
(Nanny), 96, of Cle-
ments, MD passed 
away on March 2, 
2023, peacefully 
with her family by 
her side. She was 
born December 10, 

1926 in Clements MD. Elizabeth was the 
daughter of the late Joseph Turner and 
Mary Lessis Pilkerton. Elizabeth was a life 
long resident of St Mary’s County and a 
homemaker. She graduated from Marga-
ret Brent High School in 1945 and was a 
member of the Alumni. She loved garden-
ing, her flowers, watching the birds, and 
playing Pitch. She also Loved Her Family 
and her Life long Friends. She was loved 
by so many.

Elizabeth was preceded in death by her 
husband, Howard Edwin Adams whom she 
was married to for 51 years, by her daugh-
ter in law Cecelia Adams, grandson How-
ard Anthony Adams, Jr, brother Joseph 
Turner Pilkerton.

Elizabeth is survived by her loving chil-
dren, Patricia Yates (Johnny deceased), Tony 
Adams (Roberta), and Linda Huseman (Al).

In addition to her children, she is sur-
vived by her grandchildren, Frannie Yates 
Taborek (Larry deceased), Timmy Yates 
(Tammy), Al Huseman, Jr. (Cindy), Kim 
Huseman and Amy Adams. Great- grand-
children Dillon Yates, Alex Taborek, Ryan 
Huseman , Kayla Yates and Maddie Val-
landingham. Great-great grandchildren 
Rhett Pickle and Hayden John Taborek. 
Siblings Mary McLaughlin, William Pilk-
erton (Larinda), Richard Pilkerton (Janet) 
and Gloria Jean Pilkerton.

The family will receive friends at the Mat-
tingly Gardner Funeral Home, Leonardtown, 
MD for Elizabeth’s Life Celebration on 
Tuesday, March 14th from 9:00 am - 10:30 
am. A Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 am 
will be celebrated by Father Drew Royals at 
St Joseph Catholic Church, Morganza, MD. 
Internment will follow at Charles Memorial 
Gardens, Leonardtown, MD.

Serving as pallbears will be Frannie 
Yates Taborek, Timmy Yates, Al Huseman 
Jr, Kim Huseman and Amy Adams.

Honorary Pallbearers Dillon Yates, Alex 
Taborek, Ryan Huseman Kayla Yates, and 
Maddie Vallandingham.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be 

made to the Hospice of St Mary’s PO Box 
625 Leonardtown, MD 20650

James Miedzinski, 90

James “Jim” Fran-
cis Miedzinski, 90, 
of Leonardtown, 
MD, passed away 
peacefully on Feb-
ruary 27, 2023. Jim 
was the second of 
nine children born 
to Robert (Sheriff) 

Miedzinski and Mary Lillian Hayden Miedz-
inski. He is survived by his children: Sandra 
Lynn Dyson (J.C.) of Great Mills, James 
Randall Miedzinski (Karen) of Oakville and 
Mark Wayne Miedzinski (Sandra) of Clem-
ents, and his long-time companion, Sharen 
Dyson of Lexington Park. His 8 grandchil-
dren, 3 step-grandchildren, 10 great-grand-
children, and 4 step-great-grandchildren. Jim 
is also survived by his siblings: Pritzi Ely 
of Leonardtown, Jane Bussler of Compton, 
and Dolly Abell of Leonardtown. He was 
predeceased by his brothers and sisters: Bob 
Miedzinski, Bertie Dooley, Billy Miedzinski, 
Charles Miedzinski, and Phyllis Miedzinski.

Jim proudly served in the United States 
Air Force during the Korean War Era. He 
entered into the Air Force on February 9, 
1951, and served until his honorable dis-
charge on January 13, 1955 as Staff Ser-
geant. While serving he earned the Korean 
Service Medal.

In 1959, Jim and Bob opened Leonard-
town Building & Supply Company and 
served the community until 2010. Jim’s 
passion and commitment to the LVFD 
spanned over 75 years of volunteering. 
He also dedicated 20 years of service at 
the Leonardtown Rescue Squad as a back- 
up driver. He was a member of the VFW 
#2632, California, MD and the American 
Legion Lodge 221, Avenue, MD. He was 
inducted into the Southern Maryland Vol-
unteer Firemen’s Association (MSFA) Hall 
of Fame for his service with the county.

Family will receive friends on Thursday, 
March 9, 2023, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., at 
Brinsfield Funeral Home in Leonardtown, 
Md. Prayer Service will be held at 7:00 p.m. 
with Fireman’s Prayers. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated by Reverend 
David Beaubien at 10:00 a.m. on March 
10, 2023 at St. Aloysius Catholic Church 
in Leonardtown, Md. A Graveside Service 
with Military Honors will follow at Charles 

Memorial Gardens in Leonardtown, MD.
Serving as pallbearers will be Michael 

Miedzinski, Robert Miedzinski, David 
Miedzinski, Larry Miedzinski, Wayne 
Miedzinski, and Kevin Miedzinski. Hon-
orary pallbearers will be members of the 
Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Department.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, Leonardtown Rescue Squad and 
Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Department.

Please visit Brinsfield Funeral Home’s 
website, www.brinsfieldfuneral.com, for 
the full obituary.

Patricia Bohle, 77

On Sunday, 
March 5, 2023, 
Patricia Ann Bohle 
fell asleep in the 
Lord. She was born 
on December 2, 
1945, in Washing-
ton, DC, to Clar-
ence D. Stone, Jr. 

and Margaret Eicke Stone and was their 2nd 
eldest of 7 children. 

Patricia, known mostly as Patsy or Pat to 
those closest to her, moved to Saint Mary’s 
County in 1960 and graduated from Mar-
garet Brent High School. Shortly thereafter 
while working for the FBI in Washington, 
DC, as a ‘fingerprint specialist’ she met 
and fell in love with the love of her life, 
her Johnnie (John Egon Bohle, Jr.). They 
married on August 14, 1965, and moved 
back to Saint Mary’s County a few years 
later. Together they built their first home 
and brought 2 sons into the world. Their 
eldest, John Egon Bohle III, was born in 
1969 and then their youngest, Michael 
Brian Bohle, was born in 1971. They built 
a life surrounded by their big extended 
family. Every chance they had there was a 
gathering or the annual Thanksgiving and 
Christmas party in their home. There was 
nothing small about these gatherings as 
there would be 50 – 70 people of immedi-
ate family together; everyone was welcome 
and the numbers swelled. She remained in 
Mechanicsville, MD, in the home she built 
with her husband for the last 52 years. Pat 
was a devoted and loving wife, mother and 
grandmother. Her laughter and her smile 
were infectious. She loved to entertain 
and have people surrounding her. But she 
greatly missed her Johnnie who passed 
away too soon in 1997. When her grand-
sons came along she would leave her home 
for weeks on end to spend time with them. 
She tried to be there for her grandson’s 
every milestone. Pat was extremely proud 
of her loving and dedicated boys (including 
her grandsons) and their accomplishments. 
Her life revolved around them.

Pat will be sorely missed. Her family 
knows she is finally with her beloved and 
in his arms dancing the night away. She 
was predeceased by her husband, Johnnie, 
and her brother, Wayne William Stone. Pat 
leaves behind a wonderful legacy with her 
sons, John Egon Bohle III and Michael 
Brian Bohle (Sophia S. Varlas); her grand-

sons, Stratis John Bohle and Nikolas 
Alexander Bohle; her siblings: Clarence 
“Candy” Stone (Lorraine), Martin “Marty” 
Stone (Patsy), Mike Stone (Gloria), Kathy 
Malloy (Ronnie) and John Stone; and 
countless nieces, nephews and friends.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, at Mattingly-Gardiner 
Funeral Home, 41590 Fenwick Street, 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 from 5PM – 
8PM. Funeral Service will be held at 
Mattingly-Gardiner Funeral Home (same 
address) on Thursday, March 16, 2023, at 
11AM. Interment will follow the funeral 
service at Trinity Memorial Gardens, 3221 
Mattawoman-Beantown Road, Waldorf, 
MD 20601. In lieu of flowers please make 
a donation in Patricia Bohle’s name to 
American Diabetes Association, P.O. Box 
7023, Merrifield, VA 22116-7023 or online 
at https://diabetes.org

Lou Pepper, 84

Robert (Lou) Pepper, surrounded by 
family daily, passed peacefully (April 16, 
1938-March 5, 2023). His wife, Helen, 
of 55 years, preceded him September of 
2014. Lou was extremely proud of his 
children, Teri (John 2005) daughter, and 
sons, Timothy (Teresa) and Troy (Yanti) 
Pepper. Granddad Pep especially loved 
his five little Peppers: grandchildren, 
Crystal (Matt) Sigafoose, Robert (Sara) 
Pepper, Ashley Pepper, Gabrielle Pep-
per and Juliette Pepper. He said he was a 
lucky man having such wonderful great 
grandchildren, Lucas and Camden Siga-
foose & Colton and Skylar Pepper.

Lou joined the Navy as a young teen-
ager, then fell in love with Helen Edwards, 
married, started a family and worked his 
way up from apprentice to journeyman 
in the HVAC environment, eventually 
becoming self-employed until his retire-
ment. Lou coached football for the Clinton 
Boys and Girls Club and won Champion-
ships for XX years in a row and mentored 
many young boys, some of whom reached 
out as friends on social media and kept in 
touch with him.

He will always be remembered as some-
times gruff, sometimes a softy but always 
a formidable strong presence as Dad to his 
kids and Grandad Pep to his grand/great 
children and many others.

Show Lou some love by helping out 
your local Boys and Girls Club with a 
donation to purchase new equipment and 
all the needed supplies necessary to keep 
all kids safe and healthy playing sports.

Ray Taylor, 63

Ray Edward Taylor, “Opie”, 63, Lex-
ington Park, MD, formerly of Clarksburg, 
OH, passed away on February 27, 2023 
in Leonardtown, MD. The family will 
receive friends on Friday, March 10, 2023 
from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM in the Matting-
ley-Gardiner Funeral Home, Leonardtown, 
MD, where a funeral service will be held at 
3:00 PM with Deacon Walter Rourke offi-
ciating. Interment will be private.

Scott Oliver Hall
“Razor Ramon”

October 20, 1958–March 14, 2022

Beloved son, father, brother, and friend.
Gone, but never forgotten.

You are always in our hearts.

	 Mom, Jeff, and Steve
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Brinsfield 
 

Life Celebration Homes &

Crematory

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5588

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services, 
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

Our Family 
Serving Yours

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-472-4400

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Family owned and operated for two generations
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Pet
OF THE WEEK

Sell it  - Buy it  
at 
Tri County Livestock Auction

1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month – Auction begins at 4 PM
Located Off MD Rt. 6 West – Charlotte Hall, MD 

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm
330011..990044..33440022

Grocery Auction – Hughesville VFD
Saturday,  March 11, 2023 – 5 pm

15245 Prince Frederick Road – Hughesville, MD
Doors Open and Registration begins at 4 pm.

20th Annual “Millwood” Auction
Friday, March 17th – 2 pm

Saturday, March 18th – 8:30 am
27429 Thompson Corner Rd. – Mechanicsville, MD

Storage Unit Auction – SMARTBOX of Maryland
Saturday,  March 11, 2023 – 9:30 am
9900 Fallard Court, Upper Marlboro, MD

For more info: 301-720-0039

Anne Arundel County Young Farmers 
Public Consignment Auction

Saturday, April 1, 2023, 8 am
241 Farmhouse Lane, Lothian, MD

For more information call:  240-825-9509 or 240-486-6592

Dog Adoption Fees 
Waived by AARC 
During March

The St. Mary’s County Animal Adoption 
& Resources Center has announced that all 
dog adoption fees will be waived through 
March 31, 2023. Adoption fees will still 
apply for all other animals, excluding dogs 
and some specific animals that have been 
“sponsored” and paid in advance by other 
residents to encourage adoption. 

Since opening last September, the St. 
Mary’s Animal Adoption & Resource Cen-
ter has been protecting, advocating for, and 
providing compassionate care to animals 
in need; facilitating over 340 animal adop-
tions. The Animal Adoption & Resource 

Center takes in and oversees adoptions for 
a variety of animals, including dogs, cats, 
reptiles, small mammals, birds, and more!

The shelter is open to the public on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 
noon – 6 pm, and on Saturdays and Sun-
days from noon – 4 pm. Walk-ins are wel-
come; no appointment necessary!

Residents can learn more about the Cen-
ter and volunteer opportunities, view ani-
mals available for adoption, and watch the 
live kitty cam online at: stmaryscountymd.
gov/animalshelter.
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Voorhaar, Millen Honored for Service 
to the Community
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The two women, both community ser-
vants to St. Mary’s County for years, 
never actually met before this week. 
They both said they were anxious to finally 
meet each other.

When Donna Marie Voorhaar, walked 
through the doors of St. Mary’s Caring 
Soup Kitchen in Lexington Park she imme-
diately embraced the director there, Kris-
tine Millen.

They immediately started talking about 
the operations there, focused on feeding the 
hungry and needy throughout the county.

Both women continued to talk about and 
to focus on the needs of others and what it 
takes to fulfill them; it’s their unique pas-
sion expressed in different ways.

Voorhaar has been a fixture of the emer-
gency medical services community for 
decades here and come March 18 she will 
be awarded the Ruth Bader Ginsburg Life-
time Achievement Award by the St. Mary’s 
County Commission for Women.

Millen, who has run the soup kitchen 
since 2006, will receive the Hometown 
Shero Award at the same ceremony.

Neither woman said she felt completely 
comfortable with being honored by their 
peers for their outstanding service to others.

“It’s a really great award but I’m really 
embarrassed,” said Voorhaar while taking a 
shift at the Lexington Park Volunteer Res-
cue Squad station on Buck Hewitt Road. 
“There are plenty of women and there are a 
number of members on our squad who are 
just as deserving.”

Millen said the award was more about the 
people she worked with at the soup kitchen.

“I’m thrilled our volunteers are getting 
the recognition they deserve,” Millen told 
The County Times. “We can’t open our 
doors without our volunteers.”

Both women distinguished themselves 
over the past several years by continuing 
work through the COVID-19 pandemic.

“During COVID they were first respond-
ers, too,” Millen said of the approximately 
100 volunteers who prepared and distrib-
uted meals at the soup kitchen. “We never 
missed a beat.”

Voorhaar, too, continued to run calls on 

ambulances during the 
pandemic, though at 74, 
she was at risk of infection 
and severe consequences.

“I ran calls through 
2020,” Voorhaar said. 
“My family wanted me to 
stop, but this is what I’m 
trained to do.”

Voorhaar started with 
the Ridge Volunteer Res-
cue Squad in 1985 but 
by 1987 had moved up 
to her current volunteer 
position with the Lexing-
ton Park squad.

Back then, as now, 
Lexington Park was the 
place to find the most 
calls for emergency med-
ical service and Voor-
haar said she wanted the 
experience.

“It was better, it was 
better to move,” she said. 
“I love helping people and 
it’s a challenge.”

The work can be stress-
ful, she said, but just as 
much, an EMT had to be 
insightful into the plight of their patient, 
who was often times not in the best position 
to adequately express what was wrong with 
them.

“You have to be like a detective,” Voor-
haar said. “You have to look for clues and 
you have to ask questions.”

She has served in virtually every posi-
tion that could be filled at the rescue squad, 
except that of chief, which she said did not 
really want.

She’s even volunteered as a paramedic 
for about a decade, she said.

She was a principal’s secretary work-
ing for the county school board for 30 
years while still volunteering at the rescue 
squad and now works part-time at the local 
Cracker Barrel restaurant, a job she said 
she really enjoys.

Volunteering at the rescue squad can be 
exciting, Voorhaar said, and she’s seen both 
horrors and miracles on the job but she 
keeps coming back for one simple reason.

“It’s the adrenaline, that’s true but it’s 

really the satisfaction that you helped 
someone, that you made a difference,” 
Voorhaar said.

Millen is busy now with keeping the 
soup kitchen operating, while overseeing 
its move into its new home at the former 
Brass Rail Sports Bar.

The bar, long vacant, belonged to local 
construction magnate Joseph “Bubby” Knott 
who last year donated it to the soup kitchen.

“We’re doing a huge move,” Millen said. 
“We’re bringing the kitchen in the building 
up to commercial kitchen standards.

“It’s going to be our forever home; it’s 
exciting.”

Last year the volunteers at the soup 
kitchen provided 125,054 meals between 
hot meals and family boxes, Millen said, 
who noted it was “unthinkable” to have 
shut down during COVID.

“We’re a safety net for the commu-
nity,” Millen said. “We feed a lot of the 
working poor.

“They’re having to choose between rent 

and utilities.”
With economic stress continuing, many 

families have yet to recover from the social 
ravages of COVID.

“It could be any of us,” Millen said.
More than a place that “slaps food on a 

plate,” Millen said, the soup kitchen volun-
teers help connect guests with medical and 
community resources that can help them 
and always try to lend a sympathetic ear 
and a shoulder to lean on.

“We want them to know they’re not 
alone,” Millen said. “We’re here for them.

“We feed everyone in need.”
The work done at the soup kitchen has 

brought everyone who comes there closer 
together, she said.

“We’re family,” Millen said. “The volun-
teers, the guests, the staff we’re all family.

“This is my passion; this is a place of 
acceptance and hope.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Voorhaar Millen
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NewsNews

� e Old Jail Museum

Open Daily 10am to 5pm
41625 Courthouse Dr., Leonardtown, MD
stmarysmd.com/recreate/oldjail

SHOP LOCAL!
SPRING ACCESSORIES & EASTER GIFTS
FROM LOCAL WOMEN FIBER ARTISTS 

WED & THU 10 – 4
FRI & SAT 10 – 5

EXploReLeonardtown

NEW LOCATION!
22699 WASHINGTON STREET | LEONARDTOWN

WWW.THESALTEDSCOOP.COM

Tue: 3–7 Wed–Thu: 2–7 Fri–Sun: 12–8
(Subject to change)

We offer fundraising on Tuesdays!
Email info@thesaltedscoop.com

Get to Know

Leonardtown
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Speed Limits in Military 
Communities Debated

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Two military housing communities exist 
outside the base fence line of Patuxent River 
Naval Air Station and base leadership wants 
local elected leaders to change the speed 
limits there from 25 miles per hour to 15 
miles per hour.

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County heard the request from the base 
commanding officer Capt. Derrick Kings-
ley at a joint meeting March 7.

Alec Young, community planning liai-
son officer for the base, explained that 
other such communities like Lovell Cove, 
Carpenter Park and Glenn Forest have 
speed limits of 15 miles per hour or below.

Columbia Colony and Challenger 
Estates, which are outside the base, are 
at 25 miles per hour, Young said, noting 
that the average risk of severe injury for a 
pedestrian or bicyclist struck by a vehicle 
reached 25 percent from a vehicle traveling 
just 23 miles per hour.

Young said he did not have collision 
data available for the two communities in 
question, but that the request was a forward 
looking one.

“We’re trying to get in front of the 
issue,” Young said.

While the county has control over the 
speed limit of county-owned roads, Com-
missioner Mike Hewitt said, he was con-
cerned about carving out the two exceptions.

“The issue is whether people will pay 
attention to the 15 mile per hour speed 
limit,” Hewitt said.

The sheriff’s office would have to engage 
in special enforcement there, Hewitt said, 
which could drain their already stretched 
resources.

“Where this is coming from is we’ve had 
complaints about people driving too fast in 
these neighborhoods,” Kingsley said.

This is not the first time Kingsley has 
dealt with speed limits.

“I dropped the speed limits on the base 
and that was not popular,” he said. “I’m 
OK with that.”

The commissioners decided to put the 
prospect to a public hearing before making 
any decisions either through an ordinance 
or resolution.

Hewitt said that the public must be given 
a chance to speak on the subject.

“We’re under the command of the con-
stituents,” Hewitt said.

The commanding officer also asked the 
commissioners to pursue a local rule that 
would ban the use of plastic bags — or at 
least restrict their usage — in the wider 
community to help support the base’s 
efforts in that regard.

Lance McDaniel, environmental direc-
tor on base, said the measure would help 
combat the persistent pollution of plastic 
waste that washed up not only on instal-
lation beaches but throughout the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed.

After the meeting, Commissioner Eric 
Colvin said he was unsure that the commis-
sioners had the authority to enact such a rule.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Men Facing Federal Indictment for an Arson 
Targeting Convenience Stores

A federal grand jury has returned an 
indictment charging Stephen Kennedy, age 
33, of Temple Hills, Maryland, and Don-
nell Kelly, age 33, of Washington, D.C., 
for conspiracy to commit arson, arson 
affecting interstate commerce, commercial 
robbery, and use of a destructive device in 
furtherance of a crime of violence, in con-
nection with a series of convenience store 
robberies.  Kennedy and Kelly are also 
charged with being felons in possession of 
a firearm and an explosive device, respec-
tively, and Kennedy is charged with carry-
ing an explosive during the commission of 
a felony.  The indictment was returned on 
February 22, 2023, and was unsealed today 
upon the arrests of the defendants.  

The indictment was announced by 
United States Attorney for the District of 
Maryland Erek L. Barron; Special Agent 
in Charge Toni M. Crosby of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF) Baltimore Field Division; 
Maryland State Fire Marshal Brian Geraci; 
St Mary’s County Sheriff Steven A. Hall; 
Chief Malik Aziz of the Prince George’s 
County Police Department; and Chief 
Tiffany D. Green of the Prince George’s 
County Fire/EMS Department.

According to the 10-count indictment, 

from at least January 2021 to January 2022, 
the defendants conspired to commit arsons 
at 7-Eleven convenience stores so that 
they could obtain cash contained in ATMs 
in the stores.  Specifically, the indictment 
alleges that Kennedy and Kelly traveled 
to 7-Eleven locations while they were 
open for business and deployed explosive 
devices to set fire to the buildings, and on 
at least one occasion, demanded the con-
tents of the cash register.  The defendants 
allegedly burned the stores to force their 
closure and shut off power to the secu-
rity cameras, which would enable them to 
return to the unguarded locations to bur-
glarize the ATMs unhindered.  The indict-
ment alleges that this resulted in losses to 
the ATM company of at least $249,000.  To 
conceal the evidence of their crimes, Ken-
nedy and Kelly allegedly burned vehicles 
used in the arson attacks and/or burglaries 
and/or made false police reports regarding 
stolen license plates.

If convicted, Kennedy and Kelly each 
face a mandatory minimum sentence of 
five years and a maximum sentence of 20 
years in federal prison for the arson con-
spiracy and each of four counts of arson 
affecting interstate commerce; a maximum 
of 20 years in prison for an armed com-

mercial robbery; a mandatory minimum 
sentence of 30 years and up to life in fed-
eral prison for using a destructive device in 
furtherance of a crime of violence; and a 
maximum of 10 years in federal prison for 
being felons in possession of an explosive 
device and firearm.  Finally, Kennedy faces 
a mandatory sentence of 10 years, consecu-
tive to any other sentence imposed, for car-
rying an explosive during the commission 
of another federal felony.  Actual sentences 
for federal crimes are typically less than 
the maximum penalties.  A federal district 
court judge will determine any sentence 
after taking into account the U.S. Sentenc-
ing Guidelines and other statutory factors.  
The defendants each had an initial appear-
ance today in U.S. District Court in Green-
belt before U.S. Magistrate Judge Ajmel 
A. Quereshi. Kelly and Kennedy agreed to 
remain detained pending detention hear-
ings scheduled for Friday, March 3, 2023, 
at 1:00 p.m. and at 3:30 p.m., respectively. 

An indictment is not a finding of guilt.  
An individual charged by indictment is 
presumed innocent unless and until proven 
guilty at some later criminal proceedings. 

This case is part of Project Safe Neigh-
borhoods (PSN), a program bringing 
together all levels of law enforcement and 

the communities they serve to reduce vio-
lent crime and gun violence, and to make 
our neighborhoods safer for everyone.  On 
May 26, 2021, the Department launched a 
violent crime reduction strategy strength-
ening PSN based on these core principles: 
fostering trust and legitimacy in our com-
munities, supporting community-based 
organizations that help prevent violence 
from occurring in the first place, setting 
focused and strategic enforcement priori-
ties, and measuring the results.

United States Attorney Erek L. Bar-
ron commended the ATF, the Office of 
the Maryland State Fire Marshal, the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office, the Prince 
George’s County Fire/EMS Department, 
and the Prince George’s County Police 
Department for their work in the investiga-
tion and thanked the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Eastern District of Virginia, the ATF 
Washington Field Division, the U.S. Mar-
shals Service, and the Alexandria, Virginia 
Police Department for their assistance.  Mr. 
Barron thanked Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Adam K. Ake and Special Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Joshua Rosenthal, who are prose-
cuting the case.

Local NewsStSt..MarysMarys
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COST: $30.00

SUNDAY
MARCH 12, 2023

11:00 AM — SOLD OUT

HOLY ANGELS CATHOLIC CHURCH
21340 COLTON POINT ROAD
AVENUE, MD 20609
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL THE RECTORY AT 
301-769-3332 OR 
EMAIL HOLY01ANGELS@AOL.COM

SPRING 
Drive-Thru 
Seafood 
Dinner

Holy Angels 
Catholic Church

MENU:
Fried Oysters,Steamed 
Spiced Shrimp, Fried 

Chicken, Parsley Potatoes, 
Homemade Cole Slaw, Old-

Fashioned Green Beans, 
Pickled Beets, and a Roll

CASH OR CHECK ONLY

THERE WILL BE A CAKE 
TABLE WITH A SELECTION 

OF DELICIOUS HOME-BAKED 
CAKES FOR SALE

Philip H. Dorsey III
Attorney at Law

-Serious Personal Injury Cases-

LEONARDTOWN: 301-475-5000
TOLL FREE: 1-800-660-3493

EMAIL: phild@dorseylaw.net

www.dorseylaw.net

Sikorsky to Suffer 
Mass Layoff
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Defense contractor giant Lockheed Mar-
tin said that it would be laying off nearly 
200 local workers who are employed by a 
subsidiary’s helicopter program.

“Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin Com-
pany, is in the process of completing its 
testing program for the CH-53K helicopter 
in Patuxent River, Maryland,” a missive 
from the contractor to the Commissioners 
of the St. Mary’s County revealed. “As a 
result, a layoff will take place at Sikorsky’s 
facility located at [Patuxent River Naval 
Air Station.]”

The layoffs are to begin on a “rolling 
basis” the letter stated, starting April 27.

“The company expects to lay off a total 

of approximately 176 employees, of which 
approximately 85 salaried, non-union 
employees will be affected,” the letter 
reported. “Approximately 91 union-rep-
resented employees will be laid off in 
accordance with the terms of the collective 
bargaining agreement.”

The letter was sent to local leaders to 
comply with the federal Worker Adjustment 
and Retraining Notification Act (WARN).

The CH-53 K helicopter is the latest iter-
ation of Sikorsky’s marquis aircraft and has 
been designed as a heavy lift and logistical 
support helicopter for the U.S. Marine Corp.

The aircraft is also known by the moni-
ker the King Stallion and it was approved 
for full production by the U.S. Navy late 
last year.

Town Hall Raises Open 
Meetings Act Question

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Commissioner Mike Hewitt said he 
attended a town hall sponsored by Commis-
sioner Scott Ostrow which included atten-
dance by another, Commissioner Eric Colvin.

According to Maryland’s Open Meet-
ing’s Act, the presence of three county 
commissioners constitutes a quorum of 
elected officials empowered to do the 
public’s work.

“When you get three county commis-
sioners together at a meeting that has not 
been advertised publicly or not advertised 
in the appropriate way that’s a violation of 
the Open Meetings Act,” Hewitt said, not-
ing he did not participate in the meeting but 
remained in the audience to listen.

His explanation, given during the end of 
the regular business meeting of the Com-
missioners of St. Mary’s County March 7 
in Leonardtown, was that to actively par-
ticipate was to commit a violation of the 
meetings act.

The act is designed to prevent the oper-
ation of government under veil of secrecy 
and ensure public oversight of the people’s 
business.

Ostrow’s town hall meeting was held 
at the Bay District Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment on Shangri-La Drive 
March 4.

“It’s something I take 
very seriously, so I did not 
engage,” Hewitt said this 
week. 

Ostrow said he was “100 
percent confident” that his 
meeting did not violate 
the open meetings statue; 
he said Assistant County 
Attorney John Houser was 
in attendance and told him 
he had no legal concerns 
regarding the open meet-

ings statute.
Ostrow advertised the meeting on his 

Facebook page, he said, and announced it 
at the end of the Feb. 28 county commis-
sioner meeting.

Colvin said he was confident that the 
commissioners who were present, which 
according to Colvin, included Commis-
sioner Mike Alderson for a brief time 
during the beginning of the meeting, was 
not a violation of the Open Meetings Act.

“There was no business discussed 
among us,” Colvin said. “I think we 
answered the public’s questions but we 
didn’t do any business.”

There was no apparent notice of the town 
hall on the county government’s website.

According to the state Office of the 
Attorney General: “A ‘meeting’ occurs 
whenever a public body’s quorum con-
venes to discuss public business,” a guide 
to the act states.  “An occasion that starts 
out as a purely social event is a ‘meeting’ 
only if a quorum uses it to discuss the pub-
lic body’s business. 

“A gathering at which a quorum dis-
cusses public business is a ‘meeting’ no 
matter where it occurs and no matter 
whether the quorum takes an action.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Local NewsStSt..MarysMarys
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“AN EVENING WITH DULCÉ SLOAN”

FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 7:30 P.M. 
DODGE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER AUDITORIUM 
Doors open at 7 p.m. 

As a correspondent on Comedy Central’s “The Daily 
Show,” DULCÉ SLOAN is one of the sharpest, fastest 

rising voices in comedy.

TOP 10 COMEDIAN TO WATCH  
- Variety

“THE NEW QUEEN OF COMEDY”  
- SLiNK Magazine

10 COMEDIANS YOU NEED TO KNOW  
- Rolling Stone

TICKETS: 
WWW.SMCM.EDU/TWAIN

$15 GENERAL ADMISSION  
Students, faculty, staff, and Arts Alliance members -  
check your email for your custom ticketing codes!

Listening is not just an action – It’s an 
art. In this discussion, renowned actor, 
writer and educator Anna Deavere Smith 
helps audiences understand that listening 
goes beyond simply using one’s ears to 
hear words. Being a great listener means 
having the ability to get into someone 
else’s skin to more deeply understand their 
experience.

SATURDAY, APRIL 1 | 7:00 - 8:30 P.M.  
BOOK SIGNING TO FOLLOW EVENT 
NANCY R. AND NORTON T. DODGE PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER AUDITORIUM

“THE ART OF LISTENING” 
AN EVENING WITH  
ANNA DEAVERE SMITH

WWW.SMCM.EDU/ADSMITH

RESERVE YOUR FREE TICKET: 
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MD #MHIC148329  +See Representative for full warranty details. 
*One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  

1-844-440-9814
Call Us For a Free Estimate!
www.LeafFilter.com/15off
Promo Code: 1WDC001

15 %
off

Your Entire Purchase*AC
T 

NO
W

70,000+ 
5-STAR REVIEWS

No more 
cleaning 
out gutters - 
guaranteed!

+

0% APR 
For 24 Months!**

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply 
to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of 
promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Effective: 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete 
details. 

Additional Senior 
& Military Discounts!

Citizens Oppose 
SMECO Rate Hike
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Southern Maryland residents came out 
to oppose a proposed service rate hike by 
SMECO at a Feb. 28 public hearing in 
Hughesville.

One of them, a St. Mary’s public 
school teacher, said life was already 
expensive enough.

“As a homeowner in St. Mary’s County 
with four children under the age of three 
and only one income, a teacher’s salary, we 
are financially unstable enough,” said Dr. 
Ashland Murphy in a letter to the Maryland 
Public Services Commission. “I work vari-
ous part-time jobs to pay bills. 

“We have used various generous com-
munity resources in St. Mary’s County but 
still take money from our savings account 
each month to pay for living expenses.”

The Southern Maryland Electric Coop-
erative (SMECO) is asking the Maryland 
Public Services Commission to authorize a 
rate increase that will boost the public util-
ity’s revenue stream by a projected $15.75 
million, according to filings at the state-
level oversight agency.

“This proposed increase would result in 
an approximate 8 percent overall increase 
for the average customer-member,” the 
SMECO case request reads. “Under existing 
rates, without the relief requested, SMECO 
would most certainly be at risk of failing to 

meet the requirements of its indenture as it 
works to provide the type of service that its 
customer-members deserve.”

The utility argues in its case filings that 
it has incurred costs in stalling an advanced 
metering system which it wishes to recoup, 
also it seeks to collect revenue to make up for 
deferred rate collections, which stem from 
the last time SMECO increased its rates.

This is called bill stabilization adjust-
ments, case filings explain.

If the commission grants this request it 
would be the second such increase in as 
many years.

A Charles County resident, Debra Krah-
ling, said her bill had reached into the 
hundreds of dollars and she could afford 
nothing more.

“Please do not raise my electric bill 
again,” Krahling wrote. “My last two bills 
were $470 and $530. I heat with wood 
when I am home and turn the temperature 
down to 60 when I am gone. 

“Charles County is raising the land 
taxes $25 and adding another $1,000 per 
year to my bill.”

Krahling continued: “Food has gone up. 
The oil that I was using to heat with has 
outpriced by ability to pay.

“I buy no new clothes, go on no vaca-
tions, am working in my retirement years… 
Please do not raise the electric bill again.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Charlotte Hall Shopping Center Approved

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

A proposed Charlotte Hall redevelopment 
project that would bring in a new Aldi’s gro-
cery store, Chick-fil-A restaurant as well as 
other commercial space and cause the relo-
cation of the farmers market that has long 
fronted Route 5 was approved this week 
by unanimous vote of all county planning 
commission members in attendance at their 
March 6 meeting in Leonardtown.

The project, known as Golden Beach 
Development, is perhaps the biggest rede-
velopment proposal in recent history for 

North County.
The developer of the project, Golden 

Beach Development LLC, owned by Justin 
Rosemore, has agreed to make improve-
ments to local roads and intersections to 
facilitate better traffic flow around the proj-
ect; this drew the praise of Joe St. Clair, 
board member.

“I think the developer has really helped 
upgrade this area,” St. Clair said. “I really 
think that [lane] is going to save lives at the 
Golden Beach [Road] intersection because 
it’s going to slow that drag strip down.

“I think he [Rosemore] went overboard 
trying to save the county money.”

A deceleration lane on Route 5 headed 
north that would connect with the loop road 
around the development is also planned.

The developer has also agreed to add 
a roundabout to Traveled Lane/Henry 
Lane near the location of the future 
Aldi’s in an effort to further calm traffic. 
While the project has drawn support for its 
plans to modernize and diversify shopping 
in the area, others oppose it on the grounds 
that it will greatly increase traffic.

“There’s a reason the comprehensive 
plan sets guidelines for traffic on our 
roads,” Josh Guy of Mechanicsville said. 
“Even under this new plan our intersec-

tions will operate at a ‘D’ level of service.
“They’re supposed to operate at 

a ‘C’ level of service…I think that’s 
unacceptable.”

The concept site plan for Golden Beach 
Development, owned by Golden Beach 
Properties, LLC, which is headed by devel-
oper Justin Rosemore, calls for 20,599 
square foot Aldi’s Supermarket and 30, 000 
square feet of buildings for the relocated 
flea market and fairgrounds.

The entire project would be situated on 
48.48 acres on Three Notch Road with 
three distinct sites within the parcel located 
at 29890, 29990 and 29940 Three Notch 
Road, county planning documents state.

The property is considered suitable for 
mixed-use moderate-intensity under the 
county’s zoning ordinance.

The traffic study included with the concept 
site plan states that the Chick-fil-A restaurant 
would generate 3,350 average daily trips, 
while the Aldi’s supermarket would generate 
2,160 average daily vehicle trips.

The additional retail space would raise 
that volume to 7,325 average trips per day, 
the report estimated.

County planning reports show that more 
than 44,000 vehicle trips per day occur at 
the intersections of Route 5 and Golden 
Beach Road, close to where the new site 
would be developed.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Restaurant and grocery shopping parcel Relocated farmers market parcel
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