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LOCAL NEWS

George Owings, Former Delegate and 
Veteran’s Secretary, Passes Away
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

George Owings, III, one of Calvert 
County’s most well-known and beloved 
public figures, passed away on Tuesday, 
Oct. 31. Owings was a state delegate for 
16 years (1988-2004) and was Maryland 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs under gover-
nors Robert Ehrlich and Larry Hogan (2004-
07, 2015-23).

Owings, a Democrat, held a major legis-
lative leadership position (majority whip) 
for 10 years.

Owings, 78, was born in Daytona Beach, 
Florida and graduated from Calvert Senior 
High School. He attended the University of 
Maryland and Prince George’s Community 
College, where he received an A.A. in lib-
eral arts. 

He served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 
1964to 1968, including a tour in Vietnam, 
and reached the rank of sergeant. During 
his service he received a Presidential Unit 
Citation, Navy Unit Commendation with 
Bronze Star Device, Navy-Marine Corps 
Medal, and Vietnam Service Medal with 
Silver Star Device.

Owings was a mortgage banker and 
cut his political teeth as a member of the 
Calvert County Democratic Club and then 
the county central committee. He was active 
in the Chesapeake Bay Kiwanis, VFW 

Post 7950 and American Legion Post 206, 
Chesapeake Beach.

Hogan said Owings was “a dedicated 
public servant, tireless advocate for our vet-
erans, father, grandfather, and close friend. 
His distinguished career in the Maryland 
House of Delegates and as Secretary of the 
Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs 
left an incredible mark on our state. As a 
Sergeant in the Marine Corps who served 

our country in Vietnam, George’s commit-
ment to those who have worn our nation’s 
uniform was unwavering. His leadership 
and dedication to our veterans and our state 
set a high standard for all who follow in his 
footsteps. Yumi and I offer our prayers and 
heartfelt condolences to his family, friends, 
and loved ones.”

County Commissioner President Buddy 
Hance, who served as Maryland Secretary 
of Agriculture, said Owings was a great 
guy who served “a great deal of his life to 
Maryland. We’re going to miss George.”

“He worked hard on issues and worked 
across party,” Hance added.

Former state senator Roy Dyson said it 
wasn’t just Owings’ bipartisanship. “If you 
or I were governor and an issue came up, it 
would be so easy to turn to George and say, 
George, can you take care of this? Are you 
aware of this? I think it was his effectiveness 
that ensured that he was a good secretary of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. If you 
have a situation and I had many, and maybe 
it was trying to get somebody buried into 
one of our veteran’s cemeteries, you want 
somebody that’s effective. Families don’t 
really care about your politics or if you’re 
partisan. They just want it handled.”

Dyson said, “I think he was a great rep-
resentative for the veterans.”

Commissioner Mike Hart said, “What a 
shame. George was a delight. I loved seeing 
him at functions. I used to tease that you 
don’t want to speak after George because 
George was just that good.”

“What a treasure,” Hart said about 
Owings’ contributions to veterans, adding 

“You knew where George stood. George 
didn’t mince words. I always enjoyed all of 
my talks with George.”

 Former commissioner Kelly McConkey 
wrote on George Owings, IV’s Facebook 
page replete with many condolences for the 
family, “Such a huge loss. One of the great-
est guys I have ever known. I will surely 
miss him!”

Chesapeake Beach Mayor Pat Mahoney 
noted his distinguished military career and 
added, “George represented Chesapeake 
Beach in Maryland House of Delegates 
from 1988 to 2004 and was responsible 
for bringing many improvements to town 
including Veterans Park.”

 Mahoney said, “George was a true friend 
of Chesapeake Beach and one of the founders 
of the town’s annual Stars and Stripes event.”

Mahoney added, “George believed in ser-
vice. With vigor, he fought for his country, 
state, county, and the Twin Beaches. We all 
admired and loved him.” 

Mahoney noted, “Earlier this year, George 
joined [myself], NFVFD Chief Mills and 
late President Weber in testifying before the 
Maryland State Senate to rename the town 
bridge to Fallen Heroes Bridge.”

“George loved the American flag and the 
freedom it stands for,” he said.

Bayside History Museum Docent Grace 
Mary Brady worked with Owings while she 
was an assistant to another delegate. But 
she also remembers his love of the Twin 
Beaches. “He was our beach boy,” she said. 
“He belonged to the local Union Church in 
North Beach his whole life. He belonged 
to the Stallings-Williams Post. Everything 
he ever did, all of his work with Senator 
Miller, Gerald Donovan, Mark Frazier, and 
numerous others was to improve North 
Beach and Chesapeake Beach. He was 
really our Paul Bunion.”

Dr. Brandon Temple, chair of the Calvert 
County Veterans Affairs Commission said, 
“The Calvert County Veterans Affairs 
Commission is deeply saddened by the 
passing of former Maryland Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs, George Owings, III. 
Secretary Owings was a steadfast supporter 
of our Commission and was instrumental 
in our establishment. He worked tirelessly 
supporting veterans until the very end. 
This is a great loss to the veteran com-
munity, Calvert County, and the State of 
Maryland. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his family.”

Funeral arrangements have not yet been 
announced.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

George Owings (right) with Major Garrett Temple (center) and Chesapeake Beach Mayor Pat Mahoney (left) 
at last year’s Chesapeake Beach Stars and Stripes Festival.
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www.BrightviewSeniorLiving.com

Schedule your personal visit today.

L E T  YO U R  

 BrightBright  LIFE SHINE

Just north of Calvert County, Brightview’s award-winning  
communities in Crofton and Edgewater are making life bright for 
Maryland seniors. We invite you to visit one or both of our comfortable 
communities, get to know our teams, and discover how Brightview’s 
personalized services, support, and enriching lifestyle can make life 
brighter for you and your family too. 

410.956.7310  
8 Lee Airpark Drive in Edgewater

Assisted Living | Dementia Care

443.494.6901  
1301 Clarity Drive 
Independent Living  

Assisted Living | Dementia Care    

WITH PREMIER SENIOR LIVING CLOSE TO HOME

 WE HAVE IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY

Is Accident a Wake-Up Call for a New Bridge?
Local Officials Say No
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

A head-on collision on Wednesday, Oct. 
25 on the Governor Thomas Johnson Bridge 
right at the onset of evening rush hour closed 
the bridge for about four hours and caused 
a traffic snarl of epic proportions.

With no other way to get home, south 
Calvert County residents who worked on 
the opposite side of the river, many at the 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, were 
forced to take the long way home, up to 
Hughesville, onto Route 231 and over the 
Benedict Bridge. Eastbound traffic was 
backed up all the way to Charlotte Hall. 

The Maryland State Police said in a press 
release issued the following day that they 
were continuing to investigate.

The release said, “Troopers from the 
Prince Frederick Barrack responded at about 
3:30 p.m. for a report of a crash involving 
three vehicles.

“Maryland State Police Aviation 
Command helicopters airlifted two driv-
ers to the hospital for injuries. Dewayne 
Frederick Bailey, 59, of Lexington Park 
was taken to George Washington University 
Hospital. James Wesley Dehart Jr., 32, of 
Lusby was taken to Medstar Washington 
Hospital Center. 

“Bailey was the driver of a 2019 Jeep 
Cherokee. Dehart was the driver of a 2018 

Hyundai Sonata. The driver of the third 
vehicle, a 2015 Dodge Ram, involved in 
the crash refused medical treatment at the 
scene. He is 28 years old and from Texas.

“According to a preliminary investigation, 
the Jeep was traveling south on the bridge 
when for reasons unknown at this time it 
crossed over the center line and crashed with 
the Hyundai. The Dodge was traveling north 
behind the Hyundai and became involved 
after the crash. Firefighters extracted Bailey 
and Dehart from their vehicles.

“The Maryland Department of Trans-
portation State Highway Administration 
responded to assist with road closures. The 
bridge was shut down for several hours.”

The accident may have been an eco-
nomic boom to businesses on the St. Mary’s 
County side. Several commuters told the 
County Times that instead of fighting the 
traffic, they decided to wait it out by stop-
ping by bars and/or restaurants until things 
cleared up.

The accident, however, local officials pre-
dict, won’t clear up the bureaucratic long 
jam that continues to put a new bridge on 
the back burner.

Calvert County Commissioner President 
Buddy Hance said, “The issue with the 
bridge for the state is, we all know the bridge 
is operating. I think it’s double or triple its 
rated capacity when it was built. And as you 
know, anytime there’s a significant issue on 

the bridge, it creates these major backups. 
And we push hard every year. It’s our num-
ber one priority for our priority list with the 
State Department of Transportation. So far, 
the state does not have it on their priority 
list. They have other higher-ranking priori-
ties. The state estimates it’s a billion-dollar 
project, not just because of the bridge, but 
because of the road improvements that have 
to be done on the St. Mary’s County side. 
And, for them until there are safety issues and 
they tell us that they don’t see safety issues at 
this time, it’s not going to get on their priority 
list. And, we believe, because it’s a vital evac-
uation route and because of the bases there 
that until their federal partners are willing to 
partner up for that project. But we can’t get 
any push for the federal side until it’s a state 
priority. So, we’re kind of stuck.”

Hance doesn’t see any support for a toll 
bridge, either one built privately or by the 
state. He said the problem with the private 
proposal is that it still doesn’t include the 
needed infrastructure improvements on the 
St. Mary’s County side.

Commissioner Mike Hart, who represents 
southern Calvert where many commuters 
live, also doesn’t see support for a toll bridge 
and he doesn’t think the massive traffic jam 
changed many people’s minds.

He said, “I think the state has no inten-
tion. Last summer, when they did their pre-
sentation and, they had that book that was 

laid out really nice. I flipped to the section 
that was ‘Bridges’ and it wasn’t even listed.”

He said his 20 percent is, “I think polit-
ically we don’t have the numbers to make 
them move the dial on that bridge and with 
the cost of it every year they come in and 
they tell you, you’re not getting it, so pick 
something else,” adding, “If you say it’s not 
a priority, then they’re going to turn around 
and say, well, you didn’t even ask for it. So, 
you have to keep the pressure on it.:

He said there are a few people willing to 
pay a toll but not the majority.

He added, “I was really hoping eight years 
ago when Larry Hogan came in, because he 
talked a lot about infrastructure and stuff. I 
was really hoping the state was going to do 
that then. And then I think a lot of people 
were hoping when the federal government 
talked about this.”

He said he hadn’t heard even any whispers 
about the state turning the bridge over to the 
Maryland Transportation Authority to float 
a revenue bond to be paid off through tolls.

That’s how the Harry Nice Bridge over 
the Potomac jumped ahead of the Gov. 
Thomas Johnson Bridge. But that was 
already a toll bridge, Hart observed, and 
people are used to not paying the tolls, and 
he feels the citizens shouldn’t have to pay 
for it with their tolls.

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Is the iconic southern grocery store chain 
Piggly Wiggly, known affectionately as “the 
Pig,” coming to Dunkirk? It’s all part of a 
nationwide grocery store chain consolidation 
that includes the merger of Kroger, which 
operates Harris Teeter, and Albertson’s, 
which operates Safeway. Those two brands 
are located across from each other on oppo-
site sides of Route 4 in Dunkirk.

In a press release from the merging 
chains in September, a divestiture plan was 
announced with C&S Wholesale Grocers, 
LLC, which operates Piggy Wiggly. Part 
of thar plan involves 10 Harris Teeter loca-
tions in the Washington, DC, Maryland, and 
Virgnia areas being sold to C&S and con-
verted to Piggly Wiggly stores. The press 
release said the location names were being 
withheld pending regulatory approval of the 
merger. An assistant manager at the Dunkirk 
Harris Teeter said no Information was avail-
able on any potential conversion.

The press release initiated by Kroger 
said, “The Kroger Co. (NYSE: KR) and 
Albertsons Companies Inc. (NYSE: ACI) 
announced today (Sept. 8) that they have 
entered a definitive agreement with C&S 
Wholesale Grocers, LLC for the sale of 
select stores, banners, distribution centers, 
offices and private label brands in connec-
tion with their proposed merger previously 

announced on October 14, 2022.
“The proposed merger will create mean-

ingful and measurable benefits for America’s 
consumers, Kroger and Albertsons associ-
ates, and communities that both Kroger and 
Albertsons serve by expanding access to 
fresh, affordable food and establishing a more 
compelling alternative to large, non-union 
retailers. This comprehensive divestiture plan 
marks a key next step toward the completion 
of the merger by extending a well-capital-
ized competitor into new geographies. The 
divestiture plan ensures no stores will close 
as a result of the merger and that all frontline 
associates will remain employed, all existing 
collective bargaining agreements will con-
tinue, and associates will continue to receive 
industry-leading health care and pension ben-
efits alongside bargained-for wages.

“C&S is an industry leader in wholesale 
grocery supply and supply chain solutions, 
with a strong track record as a successful gro-
cery retailer. Founded in 1918 as a supplier 
to independent grocery stores, C&S services 
customers of all sizes, supplying more than 
7,500 independent supermarkets, retail chain 
stores and military bases. Grounded in its com-
mitment to feeding families across America, 
C&S currently operates Grand Union gro-
cery stores and Piggly Wiggly® franchise 
and corporate-owned stores in the Midwest 
and Carolinas. C&S is deeply invested in the 
communities where it operates, and this retail 
expansion will continue its long-standing 

mission to keep communities fed. Through 
its wholesale and retail operations, C&S 
purchases more than 100,000 products, giving 
it the ability to provide customers with the best 
product selection and pricing available. In 
addition to its franchise and corporate owned 
supermarkets, C&S provides end-to-end 
wholesale, supply and marketing services to 
its retailer customers. C&S also brings expe-
rience with the merger process, having been 
an FTC-approved divestiture buyer in prior 
grocery transactions with a strong track record 
of successfully transitioning union employ-
ees and their associated collective bargaining 
agreements. In anticipation of the agreement, 
C&S’s 1918 Winter Street Partners retail hold-
ing company has been established to ensure 
a seamless closing process. C&S’s depth of 
industry knowledge, financial strength and 
commitment to growing its associates’ careers 
makes it the right fit to ensure the divested 
stores, distribution centers and offices grow 
and thrive for years to come.”

“Following the announcement of our 
proposed merger with Albertsons Cos., we 
embarked on a robust and thoughtful pro-
cess to identify a well-capitalized buyer 
who will operate as a fierce competitor and 
ensure divested stores and their associates 
will continue serving their communities in 
the ways they do today. C&S achieves all 
these objectives,” said Rodney McMullen, 
chairman and CEO of The Kroger Co. 
“C&S is led by an experienced manage-

ment team with an extensive background 
in food retail and distribution and has the 
financial strength to continue investing in 
associates and the business for the long run. 
Importantly in our agreement, C&S com-
mits to honoring all collective bargaining 
agreements which include industry-leading 
benefits, retaining frontline associates and 
further investing for growth.”

McMullen continued, “We appreciate our 
incredible associates who support and serve 
our customers and communities, and who 
help both of our companies succeed. C&S 
will offer exciting opportunities for associ-
ates to advance their careers – from frontline 
associates and store leaders to merchants and 
other professionals. We are confident the asso-
ciates joining the C&S family will have an 
amazing opportunity to continue to build a 
thriving career in the food industry in one of 
the largest private companies in our country. 
C&S’s strong operational focus and financial 
resources, along with a comprehensive oper-
ational infrastructure included as part of the 
divestiture agreement, will position it to suc-
cessfully operate and continue to grow these 
iconic brands for years to come. C&S is a val-
ues-driven organization that is committed to 
ending hunger while creating healthier com-
munities – now and for future generations.”

The merger of Albertson’s and Kroger is 
expected to be completed early next year.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults, 
Cremation Services and Pre-Need Planning

Family Owned and Operated by 
Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross

Where Life and Heritage are Celebrated

During a difficult 
time… still your best choice.

Owings
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane

410-257-6181

Port Republic
4405 Broomes Island Rd.

410-586-0520

Lusby
20 American Lane
410-326-9400

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com
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Could ‘the Pig’ Be Coming to Dunkirk?
Ten Area Harris Teeters Slated for Divestiture

Townsel to Head State 
Superintendent’s Group
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

After just a little more than a year on 
the job, Calvert County Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Andraé Townsel has achieved 
a prestigious honor from his peers. 
Townsel has been elected president-elect 
by the Public-School Superintendent’s 
Association of Maryland (PSSAM).  
Association Executive Director Mary 
Pat Fannon told The County Times that 
Townsel would assume the PSSAM pres-
idency on July 1 of next year.

Calvert County Board of Education 
member Lisa Grenis made the announce-
ment of the honor at the board’s Oct. 26 
meeting. She praised Townsel for achiev-
ing the position.

The PSSAM website lists information 
on the state’s 24 school superintendents.

About Townsel it says, “Dr. Andrae 
Townsel was born and raised in the beau-
tiful state of Michigan. As a student-ath-
lete at Cass Technical High School, he 
earned a football scholarship to Howard 
University in Washington, DC. His foot-
ball scholarship ultimately turned into a 
doctoral degree. He earned his bachelors, 
masters, and doctorate all from Howard 
University and began his educational 
career in the District of Columbia. On July 
1, 2022, Dr. Andrae Townsel became the 

first black superintendent in the history of 
Calvert County, Maryland.”

The website then goes on to ask 
Townsel: “In high school I would have 
been voted,” to which he responded, 
“Most likely to succeed.”

As to his “Favorite part of being a 
superintendent,” he answered, “Knowing 
that I have the opportunity to positively 
change the trajectory of young people’s 
lives in large quantity.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Dr. Andraé Townsel, Calvert County Superintendent 
of Schools

Tree STump removal

Free Estimate • 410-474-2377
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Residential
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During the week of October 16 – October 
22, 2023, Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputies responded to 1,857 calls for ser-
vice throughout the community. 

Burglary: 23-73552
On October 16, 2023, Deputy McCourt 

responded to the Patuxent Plaza Shopping 
Center located at 13928 HG Trueman Road 
in Solomons, for the reported burglary. 
Upon arrival, Deputy McCourt observed a 
wooden pallet lying next to shattered glass 
by the front door. The complainant advised 
nothing had been taken. The estimated 
value of the damaged property is $2000.00.

Damaged Property: 23-74906
On October 21, 2023, Cpl. Kelly 

responded to the 500 block of Sonoma Lane 
in Prince Frederick, for a report of prop-
erty destruction. Contact was made with 
the complainant who advised an unknown 
vehicle struck and damaged his mailbox. 
The mailbox was found lying in the drive-
way with tire marks on the edge of the vic-
tim’s yard along with pieces of black plastic 
from the post of the mailbox. The estimated 
value of the damaged property is $400.00.

Damaged Property: 23-74645
On October 20, 2023, Deputy McCourt 

responded to the 200 block of Lore Road 
in Solomons, for the reported property 
destruction. Contact was made with the 
complainant who advised the ignition 
switch to his 26ft Chris-Craft kept at the 
marina had been damaged. It appears the 
ignition had been pushed into the dash in 
an attempt to steal the boat. The estimated 
value of damaged property is unknown at 
this time.

Motor Vehicle Theft: 23-74493
On October 19, 2023, DFC Tavares 

responded to the 1200 block of E. Mt. 
Harmony Road in Owings, for the theft of 
a motor vehicle. The victim advised her 
dark gray in color 2009 Nissan Maxima 
with no registration was being stored on 
the property and was last seen on Oct. 9 
at 6:30 p.m. The estimated value of stolen 
property is $4,000.00.

Theft: 23-73898
On October 17, 2023, Deputy Gadwill 

responded to 175 Armory Road in 
Prince Frederick, for the report of a theft. 
Investigation revealed two Daikin Industries 
Model 4MXS36RMVJUA Air Conditioning 
units had been stolen from the property. 
The estimated value of stolen property is 
$12,000.00.

Theft: 23-74139
On October 18, 2023, DFC Savick 

responded to the 4000 block of 14th Street in 
Chesapeake Beach, for the report of a theft. 
Contact was made with the complainant 
who advised his 2017 Dodge Ram Pickup 
Truck Bed “Roll-Up Tonneau Cover” had 
been stolen sometime between 4:30 a.m. 

and 11:30 a.m. The estimated value of sto-
len property is $2,000.00.

Theft: 23-74661
On October 20, 2023, Deputy Bowen 

responded to the 400 block Oyster Bay 
Place in Solomons, for the report of a theft. 
Contact was made with the complainant 
who advised her wallet and its contents 
were stolen from her unlocked Chevy 
Impala during the night. The estimated 
value of stolen property is $50.00.

Theft: 23-74659
On October 20, 2023, Deputy Gadwill 

responded to the Prince Frederick Weis mar-
ket located at 750 Prince Frederick Blvd. in 
Prince Frederick, for the report of a theft. 
Investigation revealed on Oct. 18, 2023 
at approximately 6:42 p.m., three women 
entered the store and stole $666.76 worth of 
Olay beauty care products. Security footage 
shows three females with dark hair wearing 
long dresses and sweaters taking products 
off the shelves and placing them in various 
pockets of the dresses. The females then 
left the store and fled in a silver Toyota van 
with unknown VA tags. Deputies continue 
to investigate. 

ARRESTS

On October 21, 
2023, DFC Plant 
was on routine 
patrol in the area 
of Calvert Town 
Drive in Prince 
Frederick and 
observed a male 
subject on the 

sidewalk identified as Bronzton Xavier 
Carrington, 19 of Prince Frederick. 
Carrington had 4 open and active warrants 
through the Calvert County Sheriff’s Office. 
DFC Plant attempted to serve Carrington 
the open warrants and Carrington fled the 
area on foot. A brief foot pursuit ensued, and 
Carrington was taken into custody. Due to 
Carrington’s actions, numerous individuals 
exited their homes due to the disturbance of 
the public peace and him running from law 
enforcement. Carrington was transported to 
the Calvert County Detention Center where 
he was charged with Resisting/Interfering 
with Arrest, Obstructing and Hindering, and 
Disorderly Conduct.

Editor’s Note: The above arrests are not 
an indication of guilt or innocence as the 
cases have not been adjudicated.

Anyone with information about these 
incidents is asked to call the Sheriff’s Office 
at (410) 535-2800 and reference the case 
number provided. Citizens may remain 
anonymous thru the ‘Submit a Tip’ fea-
ture on the Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 
mobile app. To download, visit https://apps.
myocv.com/share/a39520678 . Tipsters may 
also email ccsotips@calvertcountymd.gov

CALVERT SHERIFF'S 
CRIME BLOTTER

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

A proposal for a 40-foot by 60-foot pre-
fabricated metal boat shop has been tabled 
by the Calvert County Planning Com
mission after the commission’s adminis-
trator ruled it was inconsistent with the 
Solomons Town Center Master Plan. That 
ruling followed an approval of the proposal 
by the Solomons Town Center Architectural 
Review Committee.

Planning Commission Administrator 
Tamara Blake-Wallace wrote in a memo 
to staff that metal buildings of the size 
proposed are not allowed in the Solomons 
Town Center south of Lore Road.

She advised, the ordinance “requires 
that the siding south of Lore Road shall be 
brick (in red-brown range), wood or wood 
appearance horizontal or board and bat-
ten siding with minimum four-inch corner 
boards; wood or wood appearance shake 
or shingle siding. Shake or shake appear-
ance siding may be used only as architec-
tural detail. Pitched Roofs: requires shall 
be wood, metal or asphalt shingles in gray 
or brown tones.”

She also ruled that the proposed pitch of 
the building’s roof did not follow the town 
center plan.

Thus, she concluded, “It is my finding 
that the project as recommended by the 
Solomons Architectural Review Board is 
not consistent with the STCZO (Solomons 
Town Center Zoning Ordinance), Design 
Guidelines or the Solomons Town Center 
Master Plan. My decision is based on the 
prefabricated metal building with corru-
gated metal siding and the 2:12 roof pitch.”

The planning commission at their Oct. 
19 meeting was thus left with the dilemma 
of the committee’s approval and their 
administrator’s denial. In the end commis-
sion member Chris Gadway, who led the 

questioning of the project, moved to table 
it to give the applicant and planning staff a 
chance to work things out. It was approved 
unanimously.

One possible alternative is a metal build-
ing that doesn’t look like one, such as one 
with a “faux” brick façade.

The applicant feels metal would be better 
from a fire safety standpoint.

Gadway said, “I just remember that 
recently there was a building permit that 
was denied because of appearance in 
Solomons. And I’d hate to sit there and dis-
approve one and approve another. Number 
one, what it would look like and number 
two, what it would open up as far as any 
possibilities by somebody else.”

Gadway added, however, “I’m all for 
a business expanding and providing the 
services to the public, especially being in 
Solomons with the water community that 
we have done there.”

Cost was an issue for the applicant. Matt 
Dean said, “The design cost would consid-
erable, like a vinyl side or something that 
way.” 

The applicant chose to take their chances 
with a commission ruling in which they 
didn’t prevail.

Planner III Jessica Gaetano said, “We 
had multiple conversations with one of the 
applicants, several times. And I guess the 
idea was that because of the requirements 
that this project needed, they felt like they 
wanted to go through this process and see 
what type of conversations could be had.”

Now they have to go back to the drawing 
board to see what can be worked out with 
staff. If the issue is resolved it won’t have 
to come back to the planning commission.

The Solomons Yachting Center is located 
at 255 Alexander Lane on Back Creek.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Planners Table Marina 
Metal Boat Shop

Solomons Yachting Center
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or service in its news coverage.
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Thu, Nov 2
Group Meditation

Solomon’s Mission Center
14454 Solomons Island Rd S
6:30-8 p.m.

We gather together to practice mindful 
movements and meditation, and to discuss 
practicing mindfulness in daily life. No 
registration, donations to The Solomons 
Mission Center gratefully accepted. 
Everyone is welcome. Our practice is uni-
versal and non-sectarian. Sponsored by 
Southern Maryland Meditation Community. 
somdmeditationcommunity.org

Fri, Nov 3
First Fossil Friday

Calvert Marine Museum
1-4:30 p.m.

Fossil hunters, bring your fossil finds 
from the Calvert Cliffs or other local areas 
to be identified! This service is provided 
for free; however, admission fees apply for 
access to CMM exhibits.

Sat, Nov 4
American Indian Heritage Day

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum
10515 Mackall Road, St. Leonard
11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Celebrate 10,000 years of history and 
culture with activities, educational demon-
strations, native dancers and more! FREE

Jellyfish Day

Calvert Marine Museum
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

In November we celebrate jellyfish, the 
amazingly tentacled invertebrates of the 

Chesapeak Bay! Stop by to check out the 
Moon jellyfish exhibit and discover fun 
facts about the bay’s other jellyfish species 
through activities in out River to Bay Gallery. 
Activities included with museum admission. 

“Jelli” Printmaking Make and Take Art 
Workshop

Calvert Marine Museum
2 - 4p.m.

Celebrate Jellyfish Day by learning all 
about printmaking and creating jellyfish-in-
spired prints in this art workshop for artists 
16 years of age and older. All supplies and 
instruction are included. Participants will 
be able to take home their original prints 
at the end! $25 per person and pre-registra-
tion is required. Admission applies to visit 
museum exhibits.

Guided Hike—Fall Foliage

American Chestnut Land Trust
Turkey Trail, North Side Trailhead
10 a.m. to 12 Noon
Free.

Sun, Nov 5
Community Day 

Edward T. Hall Aquatic Center
130 Auto Drive, Prince Frederick
12- 4 p.m.

The Edward T. Hall Aquatic Center is 
hosting Admission is free during event 
hours. Activities include indoor and out-
door games, water fitness classes, diving 
clinics and more. Food trucks will have food 
available for purchase. 410-414-8350, ext. 2

“On-Watch” Memorial Service

“On Watch” statue at the end of Dowell 
Road in Dowell
2 p.m. 

Join Calvert Marine Museum us in 

thanking all our veterans for their service 
at the site of the Pm Watch Memorial. 
Refreshments will be served on-site fol-
lowing the program.

Free Paper Shredding

Appeal Landfill
401 Sweetwater Road, Lusby
9 a.m. to 1 p.m

The Calvert County Department of Public 
Works, Solid Waste Division, will host free 
paper shredding events for county residents 
and businesses. Shredding documents helps 
prevent identity theft by destroying confi-
dential and/or sensitive information.

Shred events will be held rain or shine.
Proof of Calvert County residency or 

business location is required. Paper clips 
and staples are acceptable. Binders and 
binder clips are not acceptable. 

Businesses are allowed up to five banker 
boxes of paper per business (or the equiva-
lent volume of five banker boxes in alternate 
containers). There is no limit for residents. 
Certificates of destruction will be provided 
if requested. 

Thu, Nov 9
Sea Squirts: Yoga Whale

Calvert Marine Museum
10:15 & 11:15 a.m

Children 18 months to 3 years, with an 
adult, are invited to discover the museum 
together through music, stories, and special 
activities. Join us for story time and a craft, 
available while supplies last. Sessions are 
25-40 minutes. The cost is free with museum 
admission. Sign up at the Admissions Desk 
when you arrive. 

Upcoming
Veterans Day (Observed) Lecture Series

Calvert Marine Museum

Friday, Nov. 10
10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Join CMM staff and local historians to 
commemorate Veterans Day by examin-
ing the role Solomons Island and Southern 
Maryland played in our country’s mili-
tary history. Presentations will take place 
throughout the day in the Harms Gallery; 
see the schedule below. The event is free to 
the public, regular admission to the museum 
can be purchased at the Admissions Desk. 
Free admission for active duty military and 
veterans on Friday and Saturday. 

•	 10:30 a.m. – Vincent Turner, II, “The 
Provisional Ranger Group: D-Day, 
June 6, 1944”

•	 11:45 a.m. – Mark Wilkins, “The 
Amphibious Training Base: Solomons, 
Maryland, 1942-1945”

•	 1:00 p.m. – Vincent Turner, II, “The 
Provisional Ranger Group: D-Day, 
June 6, 1944”

•	 2:15 p.m. – John Cook and Eve 
Love, “Before the Base: Patuxent 
River Naval Air Test Center Property 
Condemnation Appraisals” A book 
signing event will follow.

Lecture Series Breakfast Event

College of Southern Maryland Center 
for Health Sciences
6105 Foster Place, Hughesville
Nov. 16
8:30-10:30 a.m.

“Wisdom in America’s Schools,” Lecture 
Series, Breakfast Event. Leadership 
Southern Maryland (LSM) invites the pub-
lic to join us for breakfast and engage in a 
provocative conversation with celebrated 
scholar, author and Executive Director of 
the Johns Hopkins Institute for Education 
Policy Dr. David Steiner as he discusses 
his new book, “A Nation at Thought: 
Restoring Wisdom in America’s Schools.” 
Free Registration is required at eventbrite. 
Contact info@leadershipsomd.org for 
additional information.”
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L A S T  W E E K ’ S  S O L U T I O N S

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A way to drop
  4. Bits per inch
  7. Ghosts
 12. Presents
 15. Noises
 16. Honorable fourth name in ancient 
Rome
 18. Elevated railroad
 19. A way to drench
 20. The Tarheel State
 21. Lilly and Manning are two
 24. Where golfers begin
 27. Harvester
 30. Unit of subjective loudness
 31. Jewish calendar month
 33. Dash
 34. Armed conflict
 35. Daisy __: Broadway actress
 37. Jump
 39. Get free of
 41. A written proposal or reminder
 42. Organic chemistry reactive structure
 44. African country
 47. Cool!
 48. Used to treat Parkinson’s disease
 49. __ route
 50. Ed Murrow’s home
 52. Lethal dose
 53. Give cards incorrectly
 56. A treeless grassy plain
 61. Famed R.L. Stevenson novel
 63. In an incisive way
 64. Mark Wahlberg’s screen partner
 65. Criticize

CLUES DOWN
  1. Mountain in the Julian Alps
  2. A domed or vaulted recess
  3. Trade agreement
  4. Larger
  5. Edged
  6. Data
  7. Something curved in shape
  8. Root mean square (abbr.)
  9. Farm state
 10. Pre-1917 emperor of Russia
 11. Short-term memory
 12. Indigenous peoples of central Canada
 13. Honor as holy
 14. Monetary unit of Samoa
 17. Company that rings receipts
 22. City in Finland
 23. Small finch
 24. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
 25. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls
 26. Very willing 
 28. Partner to “oohed”
 29. Turntable
 32. Major Hindu deity
 36. Move head slightly
 38. Plain-woven fabric
 40. Die
 43. Shipped as cargo
 44. Something highly prized
 45. Individual thing or person
 46. Humbled
 51. Speak indistinctly
 54. No seats available
 55. Financial obligation
 56. Green vegetable
 57. Tough outer skin of fruit
 58. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
 59. Troubles
 60. Singer Charles
 62. Camper



Better Piece of Mind Right Here in  
Southern Maryland
With over 40 years of providing excellent care to seniors and their families in Southern 

Maryland, Sagepoint offers Assisted Living, Memory Care, Home Care and Adult Day 

services to meet the specialized needs of your loved ones. Our dedicated team connects 

with each senior on an individual level to provide personalized care. No matter which is the 

right fit for your loved one, you’ll both find comfort in our welcoming Sagepoint family.

Licensed as a residential service agency by the Maryland Department of  
Health and Mental Hygiene, Office of Health Care Quality • RSA License #R3852

Learn more about our personalized care today.

SagepointCare.org 
301.934.0222

Senior Care with a Delicate Touch
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By Dave Spigler 
Contributing Writer

Jean Moyer is a well-known and truly 
respected individual who was born here 
more than 70 years ago. A woman of great 
faith, she continually sets the standard for 
service and volunteerism few citizens are 
capable of attaining. She is totally devoted 
to caring for the families of her “Our Lady 
Star of the Sea” Parish in Solomons the past 
36 years. She is a “fixture of love” within her 
church where she can be seen doing every-
thing, everywhere, every day ... if there is 
anything going on within the Parish, Jean is 
guaranteed to be present. 

She has gained a fine reputation as the 
“go to person” for most everything needing 
attention. Somewhat shy, she seeks no rec-
ognition, and goes about her work quietly 
with little fanfare. Yet she is very friendly 
and greets each person with a wonderful 
smile. Her greatest love is caring for the 
children and continues to be involved in the 
Parish school. She has cleaned the school 
each school night for 36 years, helped pro-
duce the School Yearbook, served as part 
time School Secretary, greets all the students 
on the first day of school in her “dinosaur” 
costume, accompanies classes on all of their 
“field trips” while taking photos of the event 
to place in a book of memories. These are 
just a few of her school activities. 

As a result of her fond love for pho-
tography, Jean has become the “Parish 
Photographer and Historian.” Her scrap-
books are legendary as she has a wonder-
ful skill for capturing the “moment.” Her 
decades of photos provide many, many 
memories for the families of the Parish to 
reflect on their children’s and even their 
grandchildren’s accomplishments when 
they were young. They will often bring tears 
of joy when folks reflect on the good times 
when life was much different. 

On Sundays, Jean appears omnipresent 
and may be seen greeting fellow Parishioners 
as they enter church, serving as an usher, or 
even collecting Sunday donations. She will 
often serve as a Lector, or as a Eucharistic 
Minister serving communion. Following ser-
vices, she is often the one to blow out the 
candles, turn out the lights or prepare the 
church for the next Mass. She also takes care 
of the altar servers robes, the altar linens and 
cloths among many other chores. 

One additional accomplishment of this 

remarkable lady, she has been donating her 
blood to the Red Cross to help others under-
going surgery here in Southern Maryland. 
Amazingly, she has given almost 25 gallons 
of her blood over the years. This is just one 
more wonderful example of how this indi-
vidual completely gives of herself to others, 
especially those in need.

Jean’s efforts have not gone unno-
ticed. She previously received the 75th 
Anniversary Medal from Cardinal Wuerl, 
former Archbishop of Washington for her 
years of unselfish devotion to her faith and 
the Archdiocese of Washington. Further, 
she is also the recipient of the 2017 Father 
Alexander Award for her dedication to her 
Parish and her community. Jean has also 
been nominated for the “Most Beautiful 
Person of Calvert County” for her volun-
teer services here in the County. 

Jean married her husband Gary 53 years 
ago here in Solomons. They raised three 
daughters Kathy, Kim, and Kristina that 
have provided them with eight grandchil-
dren. It is important to note Jean comes 
from a large, loving Christian family. She 
is the eldest of nine siblings all of whom 
graduated from the Parish School. Her mom 
graduated in 1941 when classes were held in 
the church basement. Even her grandmother 
walked several miles to attend Mass there 
and help put on Church suppers. And her 
dad became the school’s first bus driver! 
Her family has been a part of the Parish 
since its beginnings in 1921 when Father 
Alexander arrived to establish a parish here 
in the southernmost part of the County. 

Moyer is a selfless lady who thoroughly 
exemplifies the qualities of a vibrant love 
and true commitment to others within our 
community.

Calvert Resident 
Devoted to Service

LOCAL ADVERTISING
IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.
TO SEE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEXT SENIOR 
LIVING GUIDE, CONTACT US AT 301-373-4125
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Veterans Resource Day

University of Maryland Southern Maryland
44219 Airport Rd., California
Friday, November 3
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

We look forward to welcoming you to the 
Veterans Resource Day! Keep an eye on the 
website for more information - https://www.
stmarysmd.com/aging/veterans

Art with Jamie

Loffler Senior Activity Center
Tuesdays, November 7 & 14
10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Cost: $25 per session ($50 total)

The two sessions in November will be 
focused on painting a beautiful Autumn 
scene in acrylic. Cost includes use of 
high-quality materials which will help you 
achieve your best possible results. Register 
and prepay for this class by going to www.
stmaryscountymd.gov/aging/.

Kickboxing

Garvey Senior Activity Center
Tuesdays, November 7-December 5

2 p.m.
Cost: $40

Kickboxing tones muscles through punch-
ing and kicking using focus pads, target 
pads, and mitts. Participants may notice an 
improvement in overall balance and flexibil-
ity. The aerobic moves of kickboxing have 
been shown to improve circulation and offer 
great stress relief. This specialized class is 
geared toward active men and women ages 
fifty and above. The class has great energy 
without the high-impact exercises that are 
done during a mainstream kickboxing class. 
The instructor, Geno Rothback, is a regis-
tered nurse, a senior fitness instructor, and 
is a black belt in Taekwondo and a certified 
Martial Fusion and Kickboxing instructor. 
Advance registration is required.

Veterans Circle Celebration

Loffler Senior Activity Center
Thursday, November 9
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Cost: $4 for civilians, FREE for 
veterans

To honor all veterans, active duty and 
former service members Loffler Senior 
Activity Center invites everyone- especially 

veterans- to gather for this touching tribute 
to those who have served our country and 
those who serve today. Veterans- wear your 
ribbons (and your uniform if you wish). A 
continental breakfast will begin at 9:30 a.m.; 
opening ceremony at 10 a.m. Cost is $4 for 
civilians, FREE for veterans and active-duty 
service members. To reserve your spot, go to 
www.stmaryscountymd.gov/aging/. If you 
do not have access to e-mail and the inter-
net, you can still leave a message on our 
reservation line at 301-475-4200, ext. 1660. 
Indicate if you are a veteran when you sign 
up. Limited space is available.

Diabetes Self-Management Program

Loffler Senior Activity Center
Tuesdays, November 14-December 19
1- 3:30 p.m.
Cost: Free

The Diabetes Self-Management Program 
is a community-based workshop to help 
people better manage their diabetes. This 
program is recommended for those who 
are managing Type 2 Diabetes or are Pre-
Diabetic. Adult-age caregivers, family 
members, and other members of a sup-
port team are highly encouraged to attend 
as well. The Diabetes Self-Management 

Program is based on the Chronic Disease 
Self-Management Program (CDSMP) 
developed at the Stanford University Patient 
Education Research Center. Different sub-
ject matters are taught over the course of 6 
weekly, 2-1/2 hour sessions all focused to 
help each participant manage their diabetes. 
This program covers both the physical and 
emotional aspect of managing diabetes but 
does not replace any existing programs or 
treatment for the participants. This program 
will be offered free of charge; however, reg-
ular attendance is encouraged, and seating is 
limited. To register, visit www.stmaryscoun-
tymd.gov/aging. If you do not have access 
to e-mail or the internet, leave a message 
on the Loffler reservation line at 301-475-
4200, ext. 1660.

Medicare Minute

Garvey Senior Activity Center
Wednesday, November 29

How to Afford Prescription Drug Costs-
Understand the Extra Help program and if 
you may be eligible, learn if your state has 
a State Pharmaceutical Assistance Program, 
using other strategies and programs to save 
on drug costs.

St. Mary’s Department of Aging & Human Services
Programs and Activities Loffler Senior Activity Center 301-475-4200, ext. 1658

Garvey Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4200, ext. 1080
Northern Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4002, ext. 3101

Unless otherwise specified, all activities are open to Senior Activity Center participants ages 50+. Please call your local Senior Activity Center or visit StMarysMD.com/aging for the most up-to-date information.

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE

LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM

AN INDEPENDENT AGENT 
REPRESENTING ERIE 
INSURANCE GROUP

HOW CAN LIFE INSURANCE HELP 
WITH YOUR RETIREMENT PLANS? 

LET US GUIDE YOU! 

 
 

Housing you can afford. 
A community you will love. 

Discover the region’s leading 
affordable retirement community 
for seniors and disabled adults.  

Enjoy your independence in your 
own apartment, with a range of 
activities, amenities and services 
just outside your door. 

At this time, apartments at Cedar 
Lane are filled through waitlists. 
As our residents will tell you, 
Cedar Lane is worth the wait!  

Join the waitlist today! 

To learn more or schedule a 
tour, call 301-475-8966. 

 

 

 

 

 

22680 Cedar Lane Court  
Leonardtown, MD 20650 
www.cedar-lane.org 
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Adult CommunityParkLexington
Active

NOW Available
1 & 2 bedroom 

apartments

21895 Pegg Road • Lexington Park, MD 20653 • (240)725-0111

Advanced illness care decisions are overwhelming,

but you do have a choice.
You and your family can choose ...

We are your hometown advanced illness care team that has served 
our community and your families and friends for nearly 45 years.

We are there when you need us.

• Who provides your care
• What type of care you receive
• When you receive care
• Where you receive care.

410-987-2003
HospiceChesapeake.org

443-837-3376 
ChesapeakeSupportiveCare.org

Age Is Just a  
Number for Charter 
Boat Captain
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Capt. Phil Langley, proprietor of Fish The 
Bay Charters in Dameron, just turned 63 but 
he said he has no intentions of quitting of 
working on the water.

He’s done it as a full-time job for the past 
15 years, but said he’s been on the water for 
more than 40.

“I think it’s been about 42 years now,” 
Langley told The County Times. “I’ve lost 
count.”

Decades ago, he used to work night shifts 
locally for the Steuart Petroleum Company 
in Piney Point but then would get up in the 
morning and take to the water for charter 
fishing and harvesting shellfish.

It had him working almost around the 
clock.

“Well, that’s pretty much been my life,” 
Langley said. “I’ve been pretty active.”

Staying active on the move has been 
Langley’s way of staying fit as he’s gotten 
older, he said.

Working on the water isn’t easy or for the 
faint of heart, though.

“That’s the most challenging thing of 
anything I’ve ever done,” Langley said of 
operating his charter fishing business. “It’s 
also more dangerous at times.”

He has to contend with all kinds of 
weather, he said, and at the same time 
remain responsible for the safety of his pas-
sengers who are just there for a good time.

But he loves being out there, he said.
“I never look at my watch to see when 

quitting time is,” said Langley. “Being 
active, that’s the key.

“Age is just a number to me; but don’t 
get me wrong, I’ve taken a few steps back.”

But the job keeps him moving, he said.
He books charter trips up through 

December, he said, and spends the winter 

months marketing his business and attend-
ing trade shows and he operates a small oys-
ter lease as well.

He also operates sunset cruises on Breton 
Bay and out of Point Lookout Marina.

By the spring he’s conducting mainte-
nance on his boat and getting ready for coast 
guard inspections.

By summer it’s back out on the water for 
more charter fishing.

“This is one of those jobs where you can’t 
call in sick,” Langley said.

Right now, he’s in the process of renew-
ing his captain’s license which has to be 
done every five years.

“Hopefully, I’ll be good for another five 
years,” Langley. “Like they say in my busi-
ness at my age you don’t quit you just do 
a little less.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Capt. Phil Langley



Veterans Resource Day

Friday, November 3, 2023
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

University of Maryland at Southern Maryland
44219 Airport Road, California, MD

Hosted by the 
St. Mary's County Department of 

Aging & Human Services

For more information, contact Sarah Miller
Phone: 301-475-4200, ext 1073

Email: sarah.miller@stmaryscountymd.gov
Website: www.stmaryscountymd.gov/aging/veterans/

Brought to you by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County and the Department of Aging & Human Services

Lunch provided by Mission BBQ for attendees at 12 p.m.!
Claims processing available all day with Disabled American Veterans (DAV)!

Organizations on-site will include:
A Community that Shares

Humana Military/TRICARE
Freedom Hearing

Warfighter Advance

NAWCAD
US Department of Veterans Affairs

Habitat for Humanity
Navy Federal Credit Union

College of Southern Maryland
MD Insurance Administration
St. Mary’s Health Department
St. Mary’s Emergency Services

Presentations:
Protecting Yourself Against Fraud & Identity Theft - Navy Federal Credit Union

10 a.m.
Learning about Service Animals - MK9 Service Dogs

12:30 p.m.
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CAPTAIN PHIL:CAPTAIN PHIL:
‘Age Is Just a Number’‘Age Is Just a Number’
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HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, 
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing 

and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & 
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly 

Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter 
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to 

the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864
EMAIL: GTGCONST@WILDBLUE.NET

LOCAL C COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

HELP WANTED
TO LEARN MORE

40,000 
REASONS

TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
Advertise with the County Times and 

reach up to 40,000 potential customers 
in Southern Maryland each week. 

Call us at 301-373-4125 to learn more.
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St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

CALENDARS

HOLIDAY MARKET 
Shop Small, Shop Local 

 

Crafts, Home Décor, Clothing, Candles, Soaps,  
Meat, Snacks, Jewelry, and other Gifts! 

 

November 4, 2023 until December 16, 2023 
 

Saturdays only from 9 am until 2 pm 

 
29133 Thompson Corner Road 

 Mechanicsville, MD  20659 
www.facebook.com/TheBarnsatNewMarket 

Thu, Nov 2
American Legion Post 221 Meeting

American Legion Post 221
21690 Colton Point Rd., Avenue
8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

American Legion Post 221 invites all 
active duty personnel and veterans to join 
us for our monthly meeting on the first 
Thursday of each month at 8:00pm. E-mail 
us at alpost221@aol.com or call 301-481-
6625 for more information.

The Old Man and The Old Moon

St. Mary’s Ryken High School
22600 Camp Calvert Rd., Leonardtown

Join St. Mary’s Ryken Fine Arts students 
for their performance of The Old Man and 
The Old Moon. Show dates are November 
2-5. Reserve your seats using this link: 
https://smrhs.booktix.net/

The Old Man tends to The Old Moon, 

refilling the light that spills out every night. 
When his wife unexpectedly leaves home, 
The Old Man abandons his post and plunges 
the world into darkness. His eventful jour-
ney across land, air, and sea to find her, 
reminds them—and us—of the unwaver-
ing power of love. 

Fri, Nov 3
Last Pirate of the Caribbean Dinner 
Theater & Silent Auction

Mount Zion United Methodist Church
27108 Mt. Zion Church Rd., Mechanicsville 
6p.m. to 10:30p.m.

Doors open at 6 p.m. Friday, November 
3rd for Mount Zion United Methodist 
Church latest Comedy/Who-dun-it-dinner 
theater production! Reservations are 
required. Make yours early as the show has 
sold out for the last two years. There is also 
a Silent Auction which benefits the Hungry 
Team. Tickets are on sale now $35.00 each. 

Contact Lesley Maguire at 240-298-7227.

Sat, Nov 4
The War of 1812 Comes to Point 
Lookout

Point Lookout State Park 
11175 Point Lookout Rd., Scotland
9a.m. to 4p.m.

Costumed interpreters will represent the 
time when British forces invaded Point 
Lookout and St. Mary’s County during the 
War of 1812. Interpreters will provide living 
history programs, exhibits and firing demon-
strations from small arms and artillery of the 
period. There will also be demonstrations 
focused on the roles/activities of women.

Brown Bag Auction

7th District VRS Auxiliary
Holy Angels Parish Hall
21335 Colton Point Road

Doors open 11 a.m.; raffle begins at 1 
p.m.

Tickets: $1 each, 6 for $5, or 25 for $20.
Over 300 items will be raffled. Remember 
your address labels to put on tickets. 
Food, drinks and homemade desserts will 
be available. There will be a 50/50 raf-
fle, and a Holiday “Fixin” Dinner Basket 
Raffle. For information, contact Bobbie at 
301-481-1510.

Upcoming
Carry-Out Chicken Dinner

K.C. Hall in Ridge
Sunday, November 12
11:30am

$15 Dinner: 1/2 chicken, potatoes, veg-
gie, cole slaw, roll. Baked goods available. 
Self-serve seating available. 301-872-4641
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Bea Gies, 87

Beatrice Yvonne 
G i e s ,  8 7 ,  o f 
Solomons, Maryland, 
went home to be 
with God on Sunday, 
October 22, 2023. 
She died peacefully 
in the comfort of her 
own home. Bea was 

born on August 31, 1936, in Washington, 
D.C to Robert and Isabella Lansdown. Bea 
was the youngest of 9 children, and her sib-
lings were: Ruth, Robert, Margaret, Dorothy, 
Bobby, Audrey, Frannie, and Barbara.

Bea is survived by her high school sweet-
heart, Edward L. Gies, and they would have 
been married 68 years on November 25, 
2023. Ed and Bea lost their oldest child, 
Ed Gies, Jr. on April 22, 2023, exactly 6 
months prior to the passing of Bea. Bea is 
survived by Angie Gies, daughter-in-law, 
grandchildren Meaghan and Dan Helmers, 
and Morgan Gies, and great-grandchildren 
Audrey, Elena, and Jayden. Bea is also sur-
vived by Rob Gies, Ed and Bea’s youngest 
child, Louisa Gies, daughter-in-law, and 
Austin Gies, grandson. 

Bea was an accomplished and highly 
decorated roller skater having competed in 
numerous competitions in the 1940’s and 
the 1950’s including traveling to California 

to compete in the National Roller-Skating 
Championships. Upon graduating from 
Northwestern High School, Bea worked 
for Hoover Vacuum Company followed by 
Bethlehem Steel in the mid to late 1950’s. 

She was most proud of her family, and 
she always enjoyed family reunions, get-to-
gethers, and anything involving her fam-
ily. She always attended her children’s and 
grandchildren’s games, school events, and 
other activities. For both of her sons, she 
was their Cub Scout Den Leader, and she 
supported their Boy Scouting activities. She 
was very involved in her sons’ educational 
pursuits from being an assistant teacher 
to helping with various school programs 
to being active with the inaugural Parents 
Association at Old Dominion University. Ed 
and Bea were very active with Reisterstown 
United Methodist Church. They both led 
and/or participated in over 50 Volunteers 
in Mission trips making the difference in 
the lives of many all over the United States. 
She was also a member of the Eastern Star. 
Education, learning, nature, volunteering, 
community, service, and family were always 
very important to her. 

John Chapter 20 provides the basis for 
one of Bea’s favorite hymns entitled In the 
Garden. “I come to the garden alone, While 
the dew is still on the roses, And the voice 
I hear, falling on my ear, The Son of God 
discloses, And He Walks with me, And He 

Talks with me, And He tells me I am His 
own, And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known, He speaks and 
the sound of His voice, Is so sweet the birds 
hush their singing, And the melody that He 
gave to me, Within my heart is ringing, And 
He walks with me, And he talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own, And the joy 
we share as we tarry there, None other has 
ever known, I’d stay in the garden with Him, 
Tho the night around me be falling, But He 
bids me go, Through the voice of woe, His 
voice to me is calling, And He walks with 
me, And He talks with me, And He tells me 
I am His own, And the joy we share as we 
tarry there, None other has ever known.”

Bea has gone onto to Heaven to be with 
her oldest son, parents, brothers, sisters, 
other family members, friends, and her 
beloved dogs, Bruan and Millie. A cele-
bration of life will occur in early 2024 at 
Reisterstown United Methodist Church. In 
lieu of flowers, donations in Bea’s memory 
can be made to the Asbury Foundation at 
Asbury Solomons 5285 Westview Drive, 
Suite 200 Frederick, Maryland 21703, with 
the memo line stating, “Asbury Foundation 
in Memory of Bea Gies”. Or, donations in 
Bea’s memory can be made to Volunteers in 
Mission at Reisterstown United Methodist 
Church 246 Main Street Reisterstown, 
Maryland 21136, with the memo line stat-
ing “VIM in Memory of Bea Gies”.

Jack Cullison, 88

In the wee hours 
of Saturday morning, 
October 21st, 2023 
angels were com-
missioned to escort 
John Gregory “Jack” 
Cullison to Heaven 
to be reunited with 
his wife Franny. 

John Gregory Cullison, better known as 
“Jack”, was born on October 30th, 1934, 
at his family home in Ridge, Maryland. He 
was the seventh child in a family of five 
sisters and three brothers. He spent most 
of his life in Ridge, except during his mili-
tary tour where he was stationed in Scofield 
Barracks, Oshu, Hawaii. 

After fulfilling his commitment to the 
Army, Jack returned home to Ridge, where 
he began employment as a salesman for a 
wholesale distributor. After being on the 
road for several years, Jack was recruited 
by Sergeant John Ridgell to be a Public 
Safety Officer at St. Mary’s College. He 
began his career with the College on July 

18, 1973. In 1984, Jack was promoted to 
Corporal and in 1990, he was promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant.

On April 2nd, 1977, Jack married the love 
of his life, Frances Ann ‘Franny” Stone, of 
St. Inigoes, MD. They celebrated 46 won-
derful years together. In April of 2002, they 
renewed their vows at St. Michael’s Church, 
celebrating with close family and friends. 

For over 52 years, he was a member of 
Ridge Volunteer Rescue Squad. In fact, Jack 
and his wife Franny joined the rescue squad 
on the same day and spent several years 
courting while running ambulance calls. 
Jack and Franny were a familiar presence to 
many who attended the college sports events. 
They attended most of the games and were 
on stand-by with the ambulance in the event 
of an accident or injury that may need their 
attention. Jack was also a member of the St. 
Michael’s Church, where he sang in the choir 
and served as a Eucharistic Minister. 

Jack and Franny were parents to many 
Shelties. Their fur babies were pampered 
companions at home and on many camping 
trips. When he was off duty from the College 
and the Squad, Jack and Franny were off in 
their camper with their Sheltie. They explored 
many sights along the East Coast including 
visits with his sisters in Connecticut and their 
favorite scene in Lancaster PA. 

Jack was preceded in death by his wife 
Franny on June 22, 2023, his parents Francis 
Chester and Anna Marie, his sisters Sister 
Mary Rita Cullison, Sister Marie Frances 
Cullison, Carolyn Clark, Anita ‘Betty’ 
Raley, and his brother Edward Cullison. He 
is survived by his brother Joseph Patrick 
Cullison of Bushwood, MD, and his sister 
Varrina ‘Tink’ Yost of Crownsville, MD. 

Pall bearers will be Clint Yost, Wade 
Cullison, Dylan Lowmiller, Micheal 
Manuzak , Joseph Raley, David Lowe, Kee 
Abell, and Richard Merrell.

Family will receive friends on Monday, 
November 6th, 2023 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., 
with EMS Prayers and Life Celebration at 
7 p.m. at St. Michael’s Church in Ridge, 
MD. A Mass of Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated on Tuesday, November 7th, 2023 at 
11:00 am at St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 
Ridge, MD. Interment will follow immedi-
ately in the church cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to the Ridge 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, P. O. Box 456, 
Ridge MD 20680, or St. Michael’s Church, 
P. O. Box 429, Ridge MD 20680. 

Condolences to the family may be made 
at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

In RemembranceIn Remembrance To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to 
aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for publication on Thursdays. 
Any submissions received after this deadline may run in the following week’s edition.

OBITUARIES

Brinsfield 
 

Life Celebration Homes &

Crematory

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5588

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services, 
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

Our Family 
Serving Yours

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-472-4400

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Family owned and operated for two generations

A Tribute to the Loved One Whose 
Memory Lives Forever in Your Heart
Honor the memory of your cherished one by sharing the story of their 
life with friends, neighbors and associates here in the community.

For details and to place your notice of remembrance, 
call the County Times at 301-373-4125.

REMEMBRANCES
IN PRINT & ONLINE County TimesCounty Times
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FINANCIAL 
FOCUS
Avoid these common 
investment mistakes

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC
Contributed by David McDonough
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones
Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301 997 1707

We all make mistakes in many areas of life. These mistakes are usually fairly 
harmless — we took a wrong turn while driving, used the wrong ingredients 
in a recipe and so on. But sometimes, our mistakes can be costly — especially 
those connected to investing.

Here are some of the most common investment mistakes:
•	 Too much buying and selling – Some people find it exciting to constantly 

buy and sell investments in the pursuit of big gains. Yet, frequent trading 
can work against you in a couple of ways. First, it can be expensive — if 
you’re always buying and selling investments, you could rack up taxes, 
fees and commissions. Perhaps even more important, though, excessive 
purchases and sales can make it difficult to follow a unified, cohesive 
investment strategy. Such a strategy requires, among other things, careful 
construction and management of an investment portfolio that’s appropri-
ate for your goals, risk tolerance and time horizon. Heavy trading can 
disrupt this strategy.

•	 Failing to diversify – If you only owned one type of asset, such as 
growth-oriented stocks, your portfolio could take a hit when the finan-
cial markets go through a downturn. But not all investments will respond 
the same way to the same forces — for example, stocks and bonds can 
move in different directions at any given time. And that’s why it’s usually 
a good idea to own a mix of investments, which can include domestic 
and foreign stocks, bonds, certificates of deposit (CDs) and government 
securities. Keep in mind, though, that while diversification can help reduce 
the impact of market volatility, it can’t guarantee profits or protect against 
losses in a declining market.

•	 Trying to “time” the market – “Buy low and sell high” might be the 
original piece of investment advice, but it’s pretty hard to follow — 
because no one can really predict when an investment will reach “low” 
or “high” points. Also, trying to “time” the market in this way can lead 
to bad decisions, such as selling investments whose price has dropped, 
even if these same investments still have good business fundamentals 
and strong prospects.

•	 Not understanding what you’re investing in – If you don’t know the 
nature of investments when you buy them, you could set yourself up for 
unpleasant surprises. For example, some companies, by the very nature 
of their business and the type of industry they’re in, may consistently pay 
dividends to their investors even though their stock prices may only show 
relatively modest price gains over time. If you bought shares of this stock, 
thinking it had the potential to achieve quite substantial appreciation, you 
might end up disappointed.

•	 Making the wrong comparisons – You’re no doubt familiar with some of 
the most well-known investment benchmarks — the S&P 500, Dow Jones 
Industrial Average and the Nasdaq Composite. But it might be counter-
productive to compare your results against these indexes. If you have a 
diversified portfolio, you’ll own an array of investments that won’t fit 
into any single index or benchmark, so you won’t get an apples-to-apples 
comparison. You’re better off comparing your portfolio’s performance 
against the only benchmark that really matters — the progress you need 
to make to help achieve your goals.

Investing will always have its challenges — but you can help make it easier 
on yourself by staying away from as many mistakes as possible.  

I am getting the wackies lately. 
I don’t know if it is due to lack of 
proper sleep, talking to so many peo-
ple scheduling pool closings, or meds 
or what, but I go through times where 
my words come out in a jumble (Okay, 
I heard you mumble that seems to be 
all the time). The words in the mid-
dle come out in the front or back and 
vice versa. Is this normal? What is 
normal anyway? A week ago, I went 
through an entire day not realizing my 
shirt was on inside out. My husband 
noticed in the afternoon, and I had to 
change it around down low in the pas-
senger seat. Almost as bad as when I 
went to church like that years ago, and 
the priest said, “Did you mean to wear 
your blouse like that?” I had to go into 
the Sacristy and put it on right.

I look at someone, sometimes in 
my own family, and the name just 
slips out of my head. I try to remem-
ber everything and write every little 
thing down from do the dishes to some crazy days where I have to write down 
a reminder to take my daily shower. The day will get ahead of me and pass 
me going 100 mph and I wonder, “Did I get anything done?”. Then if I take 
a moment I can remember how many things I did do, how many times I was 
inside to outside and how many times I ran up and down these #%#% split foyer 
stairs. I guess its like the old joke of when the husband comes home and asks the 
wife, “Just what exactly did you do all day?’. My husband doesn’t do that, we 
go over our days with each other as a nice way to wind down after a long day. 

Though let me not be too hasty in my praise. We were driving to our favorite 
winery, Robin Hill Winery off Croom Road in Brandywine on Saturday and I 
was checking my make-up and hair in the mirror behind the sun visor because 
most times my hands and fingers don’t want to do what I want them to do 
with make-up, and I end up with mascara on my nose, eyelids, the mirror in 
the bathroom, everywhere but on my lashes. Well anyway, my eyes spotted a 
few more wrinkles. I think visor mirrors show way too much if you ask me. 
So, I asked Robert, “Do I look old?” He replied way too quickly I might add, 
“You are old”. He tried to “fix” it quickly with  he was old, we are all getting 
older, all that nonsense. There went my day, forced me to have that extra glass 
of wine to take the pain away.  

Which brings me to the new little gift I got myself for Halloween. I probably 
saw it on Facebook, but it is an Etsy handmade product from EmbroidUrway 
in South Carolina. Actually, I bought one for me and one for a gift – hoping 
they find it as funny as I did. My treat was an embroidered black hand towel 
with orange and white lettering that says, “Does this towel smell like chlo-
roform to you?” It just struck me as so funny when I first saw it and I laugh 
every time I see it on the oven door. I will have it out on the food table for our 
Halloween Trails on the 31st. The towels came quickly and of nice quality, 
now I am wishing I got a second one for me for our truck so when Robert gets 
snarky I can hold the towel up to him. Next time he says I am old, that towel 
is getting put right up over his mouth and nose. I will however try not to do it 
when he is actually driving. One significant other of the couple that I got the 
other towel for asked if it came with the chloroform. 

Well, I guess I better get this sent off, lots of things left to do on my list 
today: get a shower, put that next load of wash in, call pool customers, etc. 
etc.…oh and I’ve been meaning to check on the price of chloroform for the 
last few days for some reason…

To each new day’s adventure, Shelby
Please send your comments or ideas to: shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com 

or find me on Facebook

Is It Time for the 
Chloroform Now?

Wanderings
Aimless Mindof an

by Shelby Oppermann

COLUMNISTS
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Pet
OF THE WEEK

SMCM Honors the 
Enslaved Peoples of 
Southern Maryland

The St. Mary’s College of Maryland 
community will come together on Nov. 3, 
2023, at 4:45 p.m. for The Sacred Journey:  
The Beloved Community, an event to honor 
the third anniversary of the award-winning 
Commemorative to Enslaved Peoples of 
Southern Maryland. The event will be 
marked by choral and instrumental music, 
a spoken word performance, a Procession 
of Dignity from the Commemorative to the 
College’s Waterfront, a reading of names 
of the enslaved, and a libation ceremony.

Participants will assemble at the 
Commemorative, located at 47777 
Mattapany Road in St. Mary’s City. Choral 
selections by SMCM’s PING vocal ensem-
ble will be interspersed with remarks from 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland President 
Tuajuanda C. Jordan, Professor Garrey 
Dennie and Professor Jeffrey Coleman. A 
student-led spoken word performance of 
“erasure poetry” from the Commemorative 
will conclude the first portion of the 
ceremony.

Participants will walk to the College 
Waterfront, accompanied by student per-
cussionists and musicians. Along the pro-
cession route, signage will pose reflective 
questions and Peter A. Friesen, director of 
education for Historic St. Mary’s City, will 
highlight historical elements relating to the 
history of slavery on the lands now occu-
pied by the College.

Upon arriving at the waterfront, partic-
ipants will be treated to a choral program 
by St. Peter Claver Men’s Choir and the 
Casual Groove Band, directed by SMCM 
alumnus Roy Johnson. Dennie and Gwen 
Bankins, Historic Sotterley descendant 
and board trustee will provide additional 

remarks. Students will perform a solemn 
reading of the names of the enslaved – over 
120 individuals, some known only by a 
single name or even no name at all, who 
lived near the campus grounds. Evangelist 
Francine Dove Hawkins will conclude the 
event with a libation ceremony.

As a special addition this year, 
Grammy®-nominated a cappella vocal 
ensemble Sweet Honey in the Rock will 
perform in concert at the Nancy R. & 
Norton T. Dodge Performing Arts Center 
on the campus at 7 p.m. Tickets are on sale 
with more information at www.smcm.edu/
dodge.

About the Commemorative: The 
Commemorative to Enslaved Peoples of 
Southern Maryland provides visitors with 
the space to acknowledge and learn from 
the lives of those who once toiled here 
while providing a place for reflection and 
introspection about the nature of slavery 
and its connections to modern society.  The 
Commemorative uses the slave quarter as 
a symbol of resilience, determination, and 
persistence. It complements this symbol-
ism through words, combining names of 
the enslaved with “erasure poetry” adapted 
from historical documents related to slav-
ery in and around St. Mary’s City.

St. Mary’s College of Maryland is accred-
ited by the Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education. St. Mary’s College, the 
National Public Honors College, is ranked 
as the #5 national public liberal arts college 
in the U.S. by U.S. News & World Report. 
Approximately 1,600 students attend the 
college, nestled on the St. Mary’s River in 
Southern Maryland.

Historic St. Mary’s 
City Announces 
Community Book Club 

Historic St. Mary’s City 
is excited to announce 
the first meeting of a new 
community book club, 
“A Farthing for your 
Thoughts.” The club will 
meet inside The Shop at 
Farthing’s Ordinary on 
November 15 from 2 - 3:30 
p.m. The first meeting will 
discuss the novel A Wolf 
by the Ears written by local 
author Wayne Karlin, who 
will be in attendance. 

The novel’s title refers 
to a quote by Thomas 
Jefferson, “We have the wolf by the ears, 
and we can neither hold him, nor safely 
let him go.”

The novel is set during the war of 1812, 
when thousands of enslaved people from 
plantations across the Tidewater rallied to 
the British side, turning against an American 
republic that had barred them from the prom-
ises of freedom and democracy. Against 
the backdrop of rebellion and war, Wayne 
Karlin’s A Wolf by the Ears follows the inter-
connected stories of Towerhill and Sarai, 
two African slaves, and their master, Jacob 
Hallam. Educated side-by-side and insepa-

rable as children, the three 
come of age as they are 
forced to grapple with and 
break free of the fraught 
linkage of black and white 
Americans and how differ-
ently each defines what it 
means to fight for freedom. 

Wayne Karlin has pub-
lished eight novels and a 
collection of short stories, 
as well as three non-fiction 
works. His books have 
also been published in 
England, and in translation 
in Denmark, Sweden, Italy, 

and Vietnam. He has received five State 
of Maryland Individual Artist Awards in 
Fiction, two Fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts (1994 and 2004), 
the Paterson Prize in Fiction for 1999, the 
Vietnam Veterans of American Excellence 
in Arts Award in 2005, and the Juniper Prize 
for Fiction for 2019.

Anyone interested in joining the book 
club please get in touch with Iris Ford by 
emailing icford@smcm.edu. 

The Shop at Farthing’s Ordinary is 
located at 47414 Old State House Road, 
St. Mary’s City, Maryland 20686

IN OUR COMMUNITY
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NewsNewsNaval Air Station
Patuxent River

The County Times is hiring 
Marketing Representatives.

Get out from behind a desk • Connect with local 
business owners • Determine your own income

Send your resume and let’s talk!
Email aldailey@countytimes.net

Looking for a 
career, not just 

another job?

Veterans Day
Salute
In honor of Veterans Day 2023, Th e County Times 
invites you to submit the names of family members 

who have served in the Military Services. Th e 
names will be published in Th e County Times 

Veterans Day Salute on November 9th. 
Email names to timescalendar@countytimes.net
or mail to PO Box 250 Hollywood, MD 20636.

Local businesses are also invited to join in our salute 
to local veterans. Call us at 301-373-2131 for details

County TimesCounty Times
����������������������������������

Navy Assessing New 
Aircrew Survival Vests

The Naval Aircrew Systems Program 
Office (PMA-202) aircrew survival vest team 
is testing new rotary wing and tilt aircrew 
survival vest systems that will optimize air-
crew performance with a lighter, less bulky 
and more ergonomically suitable solution.

The team is evaluating the new vest sys-
tems for their ability to reduce instances of 
overheating, increase overall comfort and 
reduce the potential for short and long term 
back and neck injury of pilots and aircrew 
due to the bulkiness and imbalanced weight 
of the legacy systems.

“As mission lengths continue to increase, 
it’s an imperative that we integrate new 
design features and provide vest systems 
that meet fleet requirements in a comfort-
able, lightweight solution,” said Capt. Carey 
Castelein, PMA-202 program manager.

A number of MH-60R, MH-60S, MH-53E 
and CMV-22 pilots, aircrew and maintainers 
are currently assessing the vests to ensure 
the solutions meet their needs and enhance 
operational capability. Pilots and aircrew are 
flying with the new vest systems and pro-
viding real-time user input on what features 
work and what needs improvement.

“Through research, test and fleet assess-
ments, our team will determine the best possi-
ble solution to optimize aircrew performance 
with a lighter, less bulky and more buoyant 
system, taking into account performance and 
user feedback,” said Cindy Stead, PMA-202 
Aircrew Survival Vest team lead.

Each operator needs a comfortable vest 

that can be worn for long periods of time, 
does not cause overheating, distributes 
weight evenly, fits well, and enables the 
wearer to be highly mobile for in-cockpit 
visual scanning and physical movement. 
Additionally, vests need to be buoyant in 
post-crash survival and evasion scenarios.

The fleet assessments began on the West 
coast this summer and continue on the East 
Coast over the next few months. The Navy 
may potentially field multiple survival vests 
depending on aircrew mission after comple-
tion of fleet assessments.

A sincere “thank you” to all who partici-
pated in making the 57th U.S. Oyster Festival 
(October 21-22, 2023) an absolute success!

This legacy event (and the largest event 
in St. Mary’s County) celebrates the history 
of oyster farming in St. Mary’s County, and 
also hosts the official U.S. National Oyster 
Shucking Championship Contest. The win-
ner of our Oyster Shucking contest goes on 
to represent the United States in Galway, 
Ireland at the International Oyster Festival 
shucking contest in September each year.

This year’s winner was Honor Allen. His 
time of 1 minute 57.86 Seconds (after pen-
alties) set a Festival Record. Honor repre-
sented the United States as the U.S. National 
Oyster Shucking Championship Contest 
winner in 2016, 2017, 2019, and 2021. He 
will again represent the U.S. in 2024.

Another highlight of this year’s Oyster 
Festival was 12-year old John Davis who 
swept the U.S. Oyster Cook-Off Contest with 
Best Overall Recipe, First place in the Oyster 
Hors D’ouvres category, Best Presentation 
award, and the People’s Choice award.

Clearly, this event would not have been 
possible without the support of our many 
sponsors, vendors and volunteers - thank you 
all! And to all of your who had the opportu-
nity to attend the event this year (some online 
ticket purchases were made all the way from 
Denmark and Washington state!), thank you 
for your generosity and enthusiasm. The pro-
ceeds from this event go back into our com-
munity through Rotary Club of Lexington 
Park grants and scholarships to help support 
students, non-profit and community groups. 
We truly couldn’t have achieved this without 
your support and partnership.

We’ll be loading many pictures from the 
event on our website (www.usoyster fest.
com)…check it out. We look forward to 
seeing you next at the 2024 U.S. Oyster 
Festival, October 19th and 20th!

Tari Moore, Chairperson and Royal Oyster
2023 U.S. Oyster Festival
2022-23 Past President/Rotary Club of 
Lexington Park

57th Annual U.S. Oyster Festival

IN OUR COMMUNITY
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Nursing & Rehabilitation  
             Center

St. Mary’s 

21585 Peabody Street 
Leonardtown, MD

301-475-8000 
www.smnci.org

To schedule a tour or  
speak to admissions,  

please call  
301-475-8000 

ext.125

• Long-term care
• Rehabilitation 
   services
• Respite care

First Friday Itinerary
5:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Choose from a variety of fi tness classes from root, SUP, and 
Fitness including fl ow, rootCamp, Spin, aerial yoga. www.facebook.com/rootsupfi tness

6 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Choose from a variety of fi tness classes with SPICE Studio, 
including barre and high-low fi tness, and Pilates. www.facebook.com/somdspicestudio

10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Brunch at Antoinette’s Garden. www.facebook.com/
AntoinettesGarden

10 a.m. – 7 p.m. Visit the Old Jail Museum & Leonardtown Visitor Center. www.
facebook.com/TheOldJailMuseum

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Color & Light Art Show at St. Mary’s County Art’s Council. www.facebook.com/smcartscouncil

12 p.m. – 2 p.m. Adult Art Club at The Yellow Line Art Studio. www.facebook.com/theyellowline.co

5 p.m. – 8 p.m. North End Gallery hosts the Opening Reception for the new show, “A ZOO in my KILN”, featuring Diana 
Manchak’s ceramics. www.facebook.com/North.End.Gallery.Leonardtown

5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Meet Illustrator Michael Munshaw (from Star Wars, Marvel, Rick & Morty, Archer, Dynamite Comics & 
more) at St. Mary’s County Art’s Council. www.facebook.com/smcartscouncil

5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Live music featuring Josh Airhart & The Foundation and food provided by Dan D’s at Port of 
Leonardtown Winery. www.facebook.com/portofl townwine

6:30 p.m. – 8:00p.m. “Show Your Thanks” Collage Art Class at the Yellow Line Art Studio. www.facebook.com/
theyellowline.co

The information included here is accurate at the time of printing, and is subject to change. 
Please visit the event page for current information.

LOCAL 

FROM LOCAL 
VINES
WINES

Live music every weekend!
301-690-2192 • www.polwinery.com

Open 7 days a week Noon - 6 pm •  23790 Newtowne Neck Road

thankful
NOVEMBER 3

Thank You to Our Wonderful Sponsors:

County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

Get to Know

Leonardtown

Do you want to advertise on this page? 
Contact Jen Stotler: 301-247-7611 or jen@countytimes.net

Nov. 26 – Jan. 1Nov. 26 – Jan. 1
(Closed 12/24 & 12/25)(Closed 12/24 & 12/25)

10AM – 5PM daily 10AM – 5PM daily 
301-994-1471301-994-1471

Facebook.com/1836Light Facebook.com/1836Light 

Dec. 1 – Jan. 1Dec. 1 – Jan. 1
(Closed 12/24 & 12/25)(Closed 12/24 & 12/25)

10AM – 5PM daily 10AM – 5PM daily 
301-769-2222301-769-2222
Facebook.com/SCI Museum Facebook.com/SCI Museum 

Unique Gifts at the Museum Stores orUnique Gifts at the Museum Stores or
Online at friendsmuseumstore.square.siteOnline at friendsmuseumstore.square.site

Holiday Exhibit at Piney PointHoliday Exhibit at Piney Point

St. Clement’s Island Christmas St. Clement’s Island Christmas 
Doll & Train ExhibitDoll & Train Exhibit
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Bakery & Deli FreshBakery & Deli Fresh

Liquor and BeerLiquor and Beer

8.99Lb.

Medium Well

Cornershop Cuts 
Roast Beef

5.98Lb.

Deli Fresh!

Kretschmar 
Mild Cheddar Cheese

15.98
750ML

Lamarca Prosecco 
Sparkling Wine

11.99
750 ML

Harken Fermented 
Chardonnay

WineWiness of theof the    MonthMonth

ChillChill
DealsDeals

2/$6
10-Oz., Selected

Marie Callender’s 
Pot Pies

2/$6
11.8To 12.5-Oz., Selected
Marie Callender’s  

Bowl Entrees

2.48
5 To 8-Oz., Selected

Sargento  
Shredded Cheese

2.78
12-Oz., Selected

Borden American Grilled 
Cheese Melts

2/$6
11.7-Oz., Selected

Pillsbury  
Toaster Strudels

2/$6
64-Oz., Selected
Food Club 

Orange Juice

2/$7
11.85 To 14-Oz., Selected
Marie Callender’s 

Entrees

5.48
16-Oz., Selected

Land O’Lakes  
Butter

3.98
19.6-Oz., Selected

Pepperidge Farm  
3-Layer Cakes

4.98
17.82 to 17.89, Selected

Red Baron  
Classic Crust Pizza

2.98
46-Oz., Selected
Turkey Hill  
Ice Cream

21-Oz., Bakery Fresh
8-Inch  
Pecan Pie

6.98

12-Oz.
Panera  
Ciabatta Rolls

3.98

7-inch
Double Layer  
Coconut Cake

11.98

6-Ct., Maple Or Vanilla
Walnut Creek Iced  
Cinnamon Rolls

6.98

10-Oz. Cans
24 Pack  Bud 
Light

19.89

1.75L
Captain Morgan 
Original  

25.99

12-Oz. Cans
18-Pack Miller 
Lite

14.99

1.75L
Tito’s  
Vodka

30.49

12-Oz. Cans
12-Pack Coors 
Light

11.99

1.75L
Crown 
Royal

42.99

12-Oz., Bottles
12-Pack 
Modelo

15.99

1.75 L
Seagram’s 
Whiskey

22.99

16.9916.99
750 ML750 ML

Kendall Jackson Kendall Jackson 
Red WinesRed Wines

11.9911.99
750-Ml750-Ml

Kendall-Jackson   Kendall-Jackson   
White WinesWhite Wines
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 PRICES GOOD FROM
November 1 THRU November 7, 2023

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 7am to 9 pm

SUNDAY 8 am to 7 pm

WE ACCEPT:

WE NOW ACCEPT SNAP/EBT
& AMERICAN EXPRESS

23860 Hollywood Road, Hollywood, MD 20636
301-475-2531

 WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 1 2 3 4  5 6 7 

Farm To Table
5-Lb. Bag

Russet B&B 
Potatoes

2/$3

10-Pack, Selected
Capri Sun 
Fruit Drinks

2.48
15-Oz., Selected
Wish Bone  

Salad Dressing

2.28

2.5 To 2.6-Oz., Selected
Dash  

Seasonings

2/$6
11.7 To 13.3-Oz., Selected

Kellogg’s  
Special K Cereal

2/$7

15-Oz., Selected
Margaret Holmes 

Canned Vegetables2/$360-Oz., 10-Pack, Selected
Kool-Aid  
Jammers2/$5

12 To 16-Oz., Selected
Mueller’s 

Pasta

4/$5

64-Oz., Selected
V-8 Vegetable  

Juice

3.98

8.4 To 9.8-Oz., Selected
Quaker  

Instant Oatmeal3.98

23.5 To 24-Oz., Selected
Prego  

Pasta Sauce

2/$5

4.6-Oz., Selected
Armour Vienna 

Sausages

.88

6-Oz., Selected
Texas Pete  
Hot Sauce2/$3

48-Oz., Canola Or
Food Club  

Vegetable Oil

3.98

14-Oz.
Borden Eagle Brand  

Condensed Milk

2/$6

14.5-Oz.,Selected
Swanson  

Broth5/$5

Eastern Grown Gold Delicious Or
Red Rome 

Apples

1.28
Great For Salads, 1-Lb. Pkg.

Tender, Fresh 
Mini Cucumbers

2/$5
3-Lb. Bag, All Purpose

Medium Yellow  
Onions

2/$5
1-Lb. Pkg, Bolthouse Farms

Sweet Peeled  
Baby Carrots

2/$3

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Beef 

Top Round Steaks6.98

16-Oz., Hot Or Mild
Jamestown  

Sausage Roll2.98

1-Lb.
Nature’s Best  
Swai Fillets4.98

26 To 30-Ct.
Texas 

Gulf Shrimp9.99

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon  
Fillets8.98

3-Lb., Boudreaux’s
Whole Cooked  

Crawfish6.98

Fresh!
Tilapia  
Filets5.99

12 To 14-Oz., Selected 
Sausage, Kielbasa Or
Johnsonville Brats3.98

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Beef 

Top Sirloin Steaks6.98

USDA Inspected, Bone-In
Country Style  

Pork Ribs2.48

TTAABBLLEE
FFAARRMM
TABLE
FARMto

2.98Lb.

USDA Inspected, Bone-In

Center Cut 
Pork Chops

5.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef

Boneless 
London Broil

2.48Lb.

Frozen Or Prev. Frozen

Spiral Sliced  
Smoked Half Ham

1.78Lb.

USDA Inspected

Bone-In Assorted 
Pork Chops

Breeze Into SomethingBreeze Into Something
Delicious!Delicious!

Lb. Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.
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Philip H. Dorsey III
Attorney at Law

-Serious Personal Injury Cases-

LEONARDTOWN: 301-475-5000
TOLL FREE: 1-800-660-3493

EMAIL: phild@dorseylaw.net

www.dorseylaw.net

������������������������������������������
�������������
��	�����
������������������������������������������������������
��������

������	������������������������

������������������������������

����������������������������������
������������
	�������	���������
�����������
�
��������	���������������������������	��������	�	���

�
��
	��

	������
������
��
�����������������������������

ST. MARY’S COUNTY CRIME BLOTTER
Maryland State Police 
Crime Report

On 10/25/2023, Tpr Baden conducted a 
traffic stop on Buck Hewitt Road at Alydar 
Drive, Lexington Park, MD. Investigation 
revealed that the driver of the vehicle, 
identified as Troy Allen Jones, 31 of 
Ridge, MD was driving while under the 
influence and was arrested. A search inci-
dent to arrest revealed suspected Cocaine, 
suspected Crack Cocaine and associated 
paraphernalia. Jones was transported to 
the St. Mary’s County Detention Center 
where he was charged with Possession of 
CDS: Not Cannabis x2 and Possession of 
CDS: Paraphernalia x2. He was also issued 
numerous traffic citations relating to driv-
ing under the influence.

On 10/25/2023, Tpr Hersh responded to 
the Wawa, located at 30320 Three Notch 
Road, Charlotte Hall, MD for the report 
of someone trespassing. Investigation 
revealed that Jason Tremayne Stringer, 
40 of Accokeek, MD had been previously 
issued a notice not to trespass. Stringer was 
arrested and transported to the St. Mary’s 
County Detention Center where he was 
charged with Trespass: Private Property.

The following people were arrested for 
Driving under the Influence:

•	 On 10/25/2023, Troy Allen Jones, 31 
of Ridge, MD was arrested by Tpr 
Baden

•	 On 10/28/2023, Tamika Rochelle 
Young, 37 of Loveville, MD was 
arrested by Tpr Hersh

•	 On 10/29/2023, Todd Efrem Brooks, 
58 of Prince Frederick, MD was 
arrested by TFC Engleman

•	 On 10/29/2023, Debbie Bahena-
Torres, 19 of Lexington Park, MD 
was arrested by Tpr Black

The following people were arrested for 
Open Warrants:

•	 On 10/24/2023, Delanta Day, 35 of 
Indian Head, MD was arrested by Tpr 
Larimer for FTA: Driving without a 
required license

•	 On 10/25/2023, Marvin Francis 
Fields, 40 of Silver Spring, MD was 
arrested by Tpr Larimer for FTA: 
Driving while under the influence 
of alcohol, Driving while impaired 
by alcohol, Driver failure to obey 
properly placed traffic control device 
instructions, and Negligent Driving

•	 On 10/27/2023, Terrell Anthony 
Duckett, 27 of Great Mills, MD was 
arrested by Tpr Phelps for Violation 
of Probation: Malicious Burning First 
Degree

•	 On 10/30/2023, Orbin Hans Carter, 38 
of Lexington Park, MD was arrested 
by Tpr Wheeler for FTA: Failure to 
return & remain at scene of accident 
involving attended (vehicle damage, 
property damage)

All persons charged with a crime are 
considered innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. 

Two Sentenced in 2021 
Execution Style Homicide

State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling 
announced today that two men were sen-
tenced for their participation in the June 
2021 execution style murder of a teenager 
at the Chancellor’s Run Regional Park.

The sentences for Leonard Charles Hall, 
29, of Lexington Park, Maryland, and 
James Reginald Flanagan, 27, of Lexington 
Park, Maryland, are as follows:

•	 Leonard Charles Hall: Life imprison-
ment; and

•	 James Reginald Flanagan: A life sen-
tence with 35 years’ active incarceration.

Following a multi-day jury trial, a St. 
Mary’s County jury convicted Mr. Hall on 
May 12, 2023, of conspiracy to commit first 

degree murder and related firearms offenses.
Subsequently, on July 21, 2023, Mr. 

Flanagan, the co-conspirator, entered an 
Alford plea to conspiracy to commit first 
degree murder and related firearm offenses 
surrounding his involvement with the June 
2021 homicide.

Senior Assistant States Attorneys Sarah 
Proctor and Jeff Maylor prosecuted both 
cases on behalf of the citizens of St. 
Mary’s County.

Detective Daniel Sidorowicz of the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office served as 
the lead investigator.

The Honorable Joseph Stanalonis pre-
sided over both cases.

Leonard Charles Hall James Reginald Flanagan

Sheriff’s Office Investigating 
Pedestrian Fatality

St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputies are investigating a crash that 
killed a woman in Hollywood, MD.

At 7:55 p.m. on Friday, October 27, 
2023, Deputies responded to the south-
bound lane of the 23000 block of Three 
Notch Road for a report of a vehicle crash 
involving a pedestrian. A female victim, 
identified as Tammy Lynn Boyle, 61, of 
Hollywood, MD, was declared deceased 
at the scene. 

A preliminary investigation indicates the 
victim was attempting to cross the south-
bound lanes of Three Notch Road, north of 

Airport Road when she was struck by one 
or more vehicles. A 2014 Toyota Sienna, 
being operated by a 51-year-old male resi-
dent of Lusby, was involved in the collision 
and remained on the scene.

The St.  Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office 
Collision Reconstruction team has assumed 
the investigation and is requesting eyewit-
ness assistance from the public. If you were 
traveling in the area and witnessed anything, 
please contact Corporal Vincent Pontorno at 
vincent.pontorno@stmaryscountymd.gov 
or 301-475-4200, ext. 2337.

COPS & COURTS
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8:00 AM  Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023  8:00 AM

–

Preview and Pre-register
Friday Nov. 10th from 2 PM – 5 PM

Chicken BBQ & Bake Sale 
Plus lots of other good food !!

–

Sell it  -  Buy it  
at AAuuccttiioonn

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm
330011..990044..33440022

Grocery Auction – Hughesville VFD/EMS
Saturday, November 4, 2023 – 5 pm

Hughesville Vol. Fire Dept. – Hughesville, MD

Stauffer Brothers Community Public Auction
Saturday, November 11, 2023 – 8 am

41400 Friendship Court, Mechanicsville, MD
(Assisting Randy Ridgely and others for this large community auction.)

Online Collectible and Estate Auction 
Advertising Signs/Items ● Maritime Items ● Oyster Cans ●  

Blacksmith Forge, Anvil ● JD Riding Mower (X534, 300 hrs) ● 
(3) Snowblowers (Honda Hybrid, John Deere, Toro – all like 

new) ● Chipper/Shredder ● Oak Living Room Set (nice) ● 
Dining Table, China Cabinet, Buffet ● Local Books/Items ● 

Oyster Knives ● Tobacco Spears ● Vintage Lights ● Hunting 
Stands & other Items ● Corning Ware ● Holiday Items ● 

Costume Jewelry ● Vintage Coke, Pepsi Coolers ●  Tools ● 
Household Items ● More

Online Auction Opens: WED, NOV. 1, 2023 (may open earlier)
In-Person Auction Preview: FRI, NOV. 3, 2023 - 3 pm to 7 pm.
Online Auction Closes:  WED, NOV 8, 2023 beginning at 6 pm.    

Check Website or Facebook frequently for updates & pictures.  
www.FarrellAuctionService.com

New Gas Station 
Planned for Callaway

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The Weis Market grocery store in Callaway 
could soon have an addition built to comple-
ment its operations — a gasoline fueling sta-
tion — if its corporate plans are approved by 
the county planning commission.

The planning commission is set to review 
the concept site plan for a 2,295-square foot 
gas station canopy with an additional 204 
square feet to accommodate a gas station atten-
dant, according to county planning documents.

The project would be situated on 3.72 
acres and allow for six fuel pumps.

County public works engineers report 
in planning documents that the addition 
of the gas station operation would gener-
ate approximately 50 more vehicle trips 
per hour and, as such, no traffic study was 
required to meet the level of service required 

for the intersection at Route 5 and Piney 
Point Road.

Original plans for the Callaway 
Marketplace, where the new gas station is 
proposed to go, called for 37,635 square feet 
for the supermarket, 11,000 square feet for 
a pharmacy, 4,000 square feet for a fastfood 
restaurant and more than 43,000 square feet 
of additional retail space.

But only the supermarket and 6,000 
square feet of space has been built at the 
site, planning documents show.

Callaway is considered a village center for 
purposes of county planning, which means 
that development there is supposed to be bal-
anced to be in keeping with its rural character.

Other village centers are located in 
Chaptico, Clements, Loveville, Ridge, St. 
Inigoes and Valley Lee.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

St. Mary’s Woman 
Wins $124,754 Jackpot

Playing the Maryland Lottery is “just 
for fun” for a St. Mary’s County woman, 
who enjoys a variety of games. Winning 
$124,754 on a $5 FAST PLAY game 
increased the fun substantially.

“I don’t have any vices,” she said on 
Oct. 27 while claiming her prize at Lottery 
headquarters in Baltimore. The lucky lady 
won the progressive jackpot on a World 
Championship Poker ticket she bought Oct. 
22 at Pals Liquor and Gas in Leonardtown.

She elaborated on her interest in playing, 
saying that the possibility of winning money 
is a big part of what makes the Lottery fun. 
She has won before, but never a six- or even 
five-digit prize.

“My biggest (prize) before was $5,000 on 
a straight Pick 4,” she said. The avid player 
is a big fan of the Pick games as well as 
scratch-offs, FAST PLAY, and Multi-Match. 

Meanwhile, she says she isn’t much on play-
ing the multistate rolling jackpot games, 
Mega Millions and Powerball, because the 
odds are too long for her taste.

With her winnings, the happy woman 
anticipates making some upgrades to her 
home, making a few repairs to her car and 
getting her finances square. And, she’ll be 
celebrating with a nice dinner, one that likely 
will feature a healthy helping of seafood.

Pals Liquor and Gas located at 25965 
Point Lookout Road receives a Lottery 
bonus of $1,000 for selling a jackpot-win-
ning FAST PLAY ticket worth more than 
$100,000.

The winner’s jackpot score was the last 
one in the World Championship Poker 
game, which closed after she bought the 
final winning ticket.
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LOCAL ADVERTISING IS MORE 
POWERFUL THAN EVER.
TO SEE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE COUNTY TIMES,
CONTACT US AT 301-373-4125

LOCAL NEWS

Education “Blueprint” Could Bring Upheaval 
for County Schools
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

School Superintendent Dr. J. Scott Smith 
briefed local elected leaders this week on the 
impact the state’s Blueprint for Education 
will have on county school operations; in 
short it is likely to cause quite a few changes 
that the school system would rather not have 
to do.

Smith told the Commissioners of St. 
Mary’s County that the Blueprint, which is 
a massive increase in education spending 
statewide and places many different man-
dates on local school systems on how they 
allocate both human and financial resources, 
was not promulgated with smaller school 
systems in mind.

Rather it was created to better suit much 
larger school systems, he said, noting that 
costs of operations and delivering instruc-
tion were likely to increase.

For just one example, Smith said, the 
school system now bears the cost for a stu-
dent who wants to take a test such as an SAT 
or PSAT or a college level course such as 
Advanced Placement, whether it is at school 
or another off-site learning facility.

“We pay 100 percent of that,” Smith 
said, noting that students who were study-
ing trades or learning to work in industries 
and had to take certification tests also put 
that cost on the school system.

“The system pays all of that,” Smith reit-
erated. “This is a great time to be a parent.

“This is going to be a $1 million-plus 
expense annually.”

When it comes to expenditures per stu-
dent, those who exhibit problems learning, 
have special needs or are economically dis-
advantaged will have vastly more spent on 
them compared to other students on a more 
normal track.

While so called Title I schools have 
always received extra funding due to their 
having larger populations of economically 
disadvantaged students, the Blueprint’s plan 
would shift even more resources to those 
schools, such as Lexington Park Elementary, 
confirmed Dr. Jeff Maher, Chief Strategic 
Officer for the school system.

“It’s Title 1 on steroids,” Smith reiterated. 
“It’s fairly eye-opening.”

Smith said that, at the state level, the 
Blueprint was being lauded for its intro-
duction of universal Pre-Kindergarten, but 
he cautioned that the school system could 

only provide that service for economically 
eligible families up to 300 percent above the 
federal poverty guidelines.

“Just pulling everybody to understand 
that is really important,” Smith said.

The school system’s Chief Financial 
Officer Tammy McCourt said there were 
a “ridiculous number” of mandates when 
it came to how the school system spent its 
funds on student education.

She showed elected leaders that a school 
with just 10 fewer students under the 
Blueprint would get almost double the fund-
ing more because it had a higher number of 
free and reduced meal-receiving students 
and students who did not use English as their 
first language.

The two hypothetical schools — one 
with 443 students and the other with 433 
— were part of her demonstration to the 
commissioners.

“The differential between these two 
schools, because of the demographics and 
the funding following the school is almost 
$5 million,” McCourt said.

“So according to the Blueprint one school 
will spend $5 million to deliver instruction 
and the other will be spending $10 million 
to deliver instruction to 10 fewer students,” 

said Smith. “That’s not the way schools 
work.

“That’s not the way, really, anything 
works.”

The demonstration was part of the local 
school system’s modeling work to see if the 
Blueprints many mandates could actually 
be done.

“But the law says it’s got to be done like 
this,” Smith said. “All of this wasn’t consid-
ered when they formulated the law.”

McCourt said a middle-income family’s 
student would receive $8,642 in funding, 
while a low-income student would receive 
that baseline funding and an additional 
$7,519 for a total of $16,161.

A student who was low-income, an 
English language learner and who was 
enrolled in special education would receive 
a total of $32,754.

“So the demographics in the building 
are driving how much we’re receiving,” 
McCourt said.

Smith said the way the Blueprint worked 
also made it difficult for the system to con-
tinue funding long-serving, high wage-earn-
ing teachers at small schools, such as White 
Marsh Elementary in Mechanicsville.

Those teachers receiving higher wages, 

he explained, would have to go to schools 
that were receiving higher funding because 
of their larger student populations and the 
greater number of special needs or at-risk 
students.

“We’re going to have to move people, 
simply based on their salary, to make the 
money work out right in the end.” Smith 
said. “That’s going to be a really challenging 
conversation… with our [employee] associ-
ations where you’re moving a staff member 
and you’re moving them because they make 
too much money.”

The Blueprint also calls for more teach-
ers at larger schools to reduce class sizes, 
which could cause larger class sizes at 
smaller schools.

“I think I can tell there weren’t too many 
teachers writing on the Blueprint,” said 
Commissioner Mike Alderson. “I can’t think 
of a single teacher that I know who would be 
willing to trade off going to a higher needs 
school and a higher class size.

“This is actually advocating for larger 
class sizes.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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98025 Point Lookout Rd. | Leonardtown, MD 20650

IN LOVEVILLE

Now Taking Christmas OrdersNow Taking Christmas Orders
Open Monday–Saturday 8am–9pm

CHRISTMAS PREVIEWCHRISTMAS PREVIEW
AND CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY

Saturday, November 18
Free Refreshments

Poinsettias – Cyclamen – Christmas Cactus
Thanksgiving & Christmas Centerpieces

Wreaths – Pine Roping
Baked Goods – Eggs – Fruits

Marching Bands Earn Double Honors 

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The marching bands of Leonardtown and 
Chopticon high schools each won the state 
championship this past weekend for their 
respective competitive divisions.

The competition was held at Stevenson 
University in Owings Mills Oct. 28.

Chopticon took the top spot on the 1A divi-
sion with a score of 89.6 including best overall 
effect, best guard best music and best visuals, 
according to the band’s booster organization.

Leonardtown won top honors in the 
4A division with a score of 93.5, setting a 
school record in the process and winning 
accolades for best overall visual.

Both bands will soon compete in a 

national marching band competition in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania set for Nov. 5 at 
the J. Birney Crum Stadium, the largest high 
school stadium in the state.

Chris Thompson, president of the Chopticon 
band booster organization, said the win was 
the culmination of much hard work by the 
students and their director CeCe Badovski.

The parents were ecstatic, he said, over 
how all that hard work paid off.

“Personally, this is a huge win for myself 
and my family,” said Thompson, who has a 
senior in the Chopticon marching band. “It 
was a very emotional day Saturday.

“It’s a huge achievement for the students, 
parents and of course the band director.”

The Chopticon marching band was 
undefeated during the regular season, 

Thompson said.
He said the parents, and especially the 

students, share a special bond through the 
marching band.

“It’s a fine art, keeping the fine arts 
alive,” Thompson said. “But the camarade-
rie between the kids is the big thing. They 
have a tremendous time together.”

The members of both bands leave Friday 
night to test their skills at the national cham-
pionship level.

“They’re just like my kids,” Thompson 
said of Chopticon marching band members. 
“I love them all the same.”

Leonardtown’s band director Hunter 
Martin, a 9-year veteran music teacher at 
the high school, said the work of past band 
members melded with the work of current 

ones to make their victory possible.
“Every year is a stepping stone,” Martin 

said. “These kids are truly incredible. It’s 
because of them that this job is so good.”

The big win last weekend has them ready 
to top their performance when they go to the 
national-level competition.

“I think that’s really motivating for the 
kids going into the last competition,” Martin 
said. “This is their last performance of the 
season and that’s motivating them, too.”

Their performance last week was impres-
sive, Martin said.

“It was a really incredible show,” Martin 
said. “It’s one of the best shows to come out 
of Leonardtown, at least while I’ve been here.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

ON THE COVER
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TO DO!

Schedule
Heating 

System Check
with Taylor

CALL TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE SPECIAL OFFERS! (301) 862-1000

LIMITED TIME ONLY. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY APPLY. 

$79
 $175 

Heating System
Health Check

reg.
10% off 

 Heat Pump or Furnace Service Repairs
LIMITED TIME ONLY. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY APPLY.  MUST PRESENT THIS CARD TO RECEIVE OFFER.

WHOLE HOME

with purchase of Propane Furnace
LIMITED TIME ONLY. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY APPLY.  MUST PRESENT THIS CARD TO RECEIVE OFFER.

HUMIDIFER!

Board Denies Appeal Against 
Cannabis Operation
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

An attempt by residents who live near 
the industrial-sized medical cannabis grow-
ing operation in Abell to have it shut down 
through the county’s Board of Appeals has 
failed.

After a nearly-five-hour hearing Oct. 
26 a majority of the appeals board voted 
to deny the citizen appeal to halt the oper-
ations there claiming that the county had 
improperly allowed for the expansion of a 
non-conforming use on the property; that 
being an expanded septic system.

The 4-to-1 vote came after months of 
hearings and delays, which stemmed from 
an Oct. 11, 2022 approval by then director 
of land use and growth management Bill 
Hunt that gave the property owners at the 
site — Blue Griz LLC — the permission to 
install the modified septic mound system.

In this approval, Hunt stated that the system 
was not an expansion of the non-conforming 
use of the cannabis growing operation.

The growing operation was constructed 
before there was significant local zoning law 
to regulate it.

This incensed some local residents 
enough to file the appeal, claiming Hunt’s 
approval was improper; many of these had 
complained in the past about the manner 
in which the 50,000-square foot operation 
was approved in the first place (without a 

concept site plan before the county planning 
commission) and its industrial nature in the 
highly restrictive rural preservation district.

Assistant County Attorney John Houser 
said near the end of arguments between 
opposing legal counsels that what had 
occurred at the site in the heart of rural St. 
Mary’s County was at best an intensification 
of operations there and not an expansion.

He pointed to the septic system addition 
being used to bring in more employees and 
allow more growing and processing of can-
nabis plants as examples.

“This does not fit what we thought was the 
definition of an expansion or enlargement 
of use,” Houser said at the hearing regard-
ing research into state law and regulation. 
“Those are text book uses of intensification.”

Houser said, at first glance, there appeared 
to be little to no difference between an inten-
sification and an expansion or enlargement 
of a property.

“The law is clear,” Houser said. 
“Maryland’s… appellate courts have defined 
those two very differently over the years.

“What an expansion or enlargement 
would be is to take that 52,000 square feet 
and tacking on more square feet but not 
changing what you are doing within those 
52,000 square feet.”

Alexandra Votaw, counsel for the citizen 
appellants, said county regulations regarding 
non-conforming uses included any “land, 
building or structures” which contradicted 
Houser’s argument that the rules spoke to 
the confines of a particular building.

“Based on that… applicants request to 
add land for a septic system constitutes land 
used by a non-conforming use,” Votaw said. 
“That is an expansion of a non-conforming 
use… specifically provided by St. Mary’s 
County law.”

Appeals board member Lynn Delahey 
was the only one in attendance that night 
who voted against dismissing the appeal, 
saying that the board should consider the 
concerns of “an aggrieved community.”

Appeals board member Guy Bradley said 
the narrow nature of the question brought 
before them constrained the board regard-
ing what kind of decision they could render.

“The county approved it, they saw it, 
they approved it and it wound up in front 
of us,” Bradley said. “It’s such a narrow 
question that for us, we’ve been handed a 
political football.”

Bradley said he was deeply opposed to 
marijuana and the operation in Abell but 
that the law was clear, which allowed its 
existence.

“I cannot let my personal disdain for the 
smell, the crime…conflict with the fact that, 
right there [in Hunt’s ruling] the county 
approved it,” Bradley said. “If it was a small 
home owner, I would have to give them the 
same due diligence.

“If the county said, ‘Go do this,’ we say, 
“Go do this;’ we do it all the time.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

The Seven Points Agro facility in Abell
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Bridge Collision Backed 
Up Traffic for Miles

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The head on collision that occurred at 
approximately 3:30 p.m. Oct. 25 near the 
foot of the Gov. Thomas Johnson Bridge on 
the St. Mary’s County side closed the bridge 
for four hours, snarling traffic on Route 235 
and causing law enforcement to shut down 
the Route 4 approach to the bridge, allowing 
only residents in the immediate area to enter 
to return home.

But the crash, which sent two people 
to regional trauma centers, caused traffic 
jams from Charlotte Hall all the way to 
Hughesville with motorists — many of them 
Calvert County residents trying to return 
home — trying to take Route 231 to the 
Benedict Bridge.

Days later, the crash prompted local 
elected officials to ask citizens for their 
help in pressing for more support to get a 
new bridge.

“Even a minor failure on that bridge is 
catastrophic,” said Commissioner Scott 
Ostrow at an Oct. 28 town hall at the 
Lexington Park Library. “To me, that bridge 
is national security.

“That is an escape route from the power 
plant, it supports everybody who lives 
across that bridge who works on this base.”

At a recent meeting between the county 
commissioners and state officials about 
regional transportation priorities, they again 
were told that the bridge — though function-
ally obsolete — is still serviceable to traffic.

Commissioner Mike Alderson was not 
satisfied with that answer.

“At that meeting I told MDOT (Maryland 
Department of Transportation) they need to 
lean on our Congressional delegation for 
more funding,” Alderson said at the same 
Oct. 28 town hall. “[U.S. Rep.] Steny Hoyer 
has come down here a few times, dropped 
off a $1 million check, got his photo op and 
walked away.”

The amount of $1 million for the Gov. 

Thomas Johnson Bridge project was all 
that the congressional delegation was able 
to secure in the recent federal $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure bill.

Alderson said Southern Maryland was 
“getting droplets” of funding for its trans-
portation projects despite its many needs.

“We’re one of the richest counties in the 
state, probably the nation and we get treated 
like this by our congressional delegation,” 
Alderson continued, noting how difficult it 
was to get the Maryland General Assembly’s 
financial assistance as well.

“Frankly, people in Montgomery County 
do not care about Southern Maryland,” 
Alderson said, claiming even that the 
county’s state delegation had been largely 
“emasculated” in the General Assembly. 
He encouraged residents to send messages 
to the commissioners about how the latest 
bridge debacle had effected them, so he 
could send the entire file to representatives 
state and federal to get action on local trans-
portation priorities.

Commissioner Eric Colvin said the bridge 
issue was one that could be solved but not 
without cooperation.

“We all realize the need for a new bridge,” 
Colvin said at the Oct. 31 business meeting 
of the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County. 
“We need to have a serious conversation 
about this at all levels.

“This is not a partisan issue by any stretch 
of the imagination.”

Motorists reported the traffic was 
backed up starting from the Veterans 
Administration’s Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic in Mechanicsville up 
Route 5 northwards to Hughesville with 
bumper-to-bumper traffic only inching 
along.

The crashed vehicles were cleared by 
about 7:40 p.m. that night, according to the 
Calvert County Sheriff’s Office.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Photo courtesy of the Solomons Volunteer Rescue Squad & Fire Department
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“EVEN A MINOR FAILURE ON 
THAT BRIDGE IS CATASTROPHIC.”
COMMISSIONER SCOTT OSTROW ON THE NEED FOR  
A NEW GOV. THOMAS JOHNSON BRIDGE

LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP
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INDEPENDENT 
LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE IS 
PRICELESS.

THANK YOU.

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM. 

Now, more than ever, St. Mary’s County needs 
trustworthy reporting —but good journalism isn’t free.

Please support The County Times by making a 
contribution.

Two easy ways to show your support:
· Call us at 301-373-4125 to pay by credit card
· Mail your check to:

My County Times
PO Box 250
Hollywood, MD 20636

LOCAL NEWS� 4
COPS & COURTS� 9
COMMUNITY� 12

COLUMNISTS� 15
OBITUARIES� 16
CALENDARS� 17

LOCAL� 5
Citizen appeal against pot farm fails

LOCAL� 4
Bridge crash leads to call to action

ON THE COVER
Chopticon, Leonardtown high schools win state 
marching band championships

CONTENTS

66
WEEKLY FORECAST

SEEKING: Motivated Sales People!  
Call Billy for more details! 

- LAND FOR SALE - 
Lot 6 Hillsville Lane 

Bushwood, MD 
2 Acres 

Level, Wooded, Perced 
Lots 88, 89 & 1/2 of Lot 87 

Leonardtown, MD  
.36 Acre 

Lot in waterfront community 

Keech Rd Parcel # A1 
Charlotte Hall, MD 

3 Acres 
Wooded, Perced 

BILLY FITZGERALD - “MR. LISTER”  
O: 301-884-7000/1-800-MRLISTER 

C: 301-481-3378 
www.fitzgeraldrealty.net  

 
GONNA SELL GIVE US A YELL - WANNA BUY GIVE US A TRY 

 
37601 Golden Beach Road   Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 

info@fitzgeraldrealty.net  

OFFICE SPACE FOR SALE 

First level office condo. 
1,825 sq. ft., 2 bath, & 

shower.  Exploration Dr. 
close to NAVAIR. 

THU, OCT 26 FRI, OCT 27 SAT, OCT 28 SUN, OCT 29

Mostly Sunny Sunny Sunny Partly Cloudy
Hi: 52° Lo: 36° Hi: 62° Lo: 40° Hi: 67° Lo: 43° Hi: 68° Lo: 45°

MON, OCT 30 TUE, OCT 31 WED, NOV 1 THU, NOV 2

Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
Hi: 69° Lo: 54° Hi: 72° Lo: 53° Hi: 63° Lo: 45° Hi: 59° Lo: 45°
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www.7thDistrict.org 
Read the 3rd Annual Review of the major St. Mary’s County Fall festivals & outdoor music 
events in this order from best to worst event: St. Mary’s County Oyster Festival, Historic 

Sotterly Heritage Festival, Port of Leonardtown Winery music offerings, St. Mary’s County 
Fair, and the 7th District Optimist Club/St. Clément’s Hundred Blessing of the Fleet at: 
Review of County Events where only the first 3 earned the “Best” rating. Also read the 

new review sections on area (1) car shows & car clubs, and (2) the hottest music bands 

BoonDOGgle NOVEL FOR SALE 

 

From: The WWWeb IndieReader: “Richard Lord’s BoonDOGgle is an interesting and 
creative idea, with a solid crack at worldbuilding, and a vigorous and lively style about 
what would happen if dogs developed human level intelligence and took over the world.” 

Steny Hoyer: “The themes you discussed are compelling and philosophical, and I 
thank you for your creative talents producing meaningful works for the community.” 

Joe Biden: “I look forward to writing the next great chapter in the American story  
with you.” 

Now available from all worldwide booksellers including Amazon and Barnes & Noble, 
and all three branches of the St. Mary’s County Library 

An Excerpt from Chapter 3 of the many whimsical as well as harsh explanations for the demise of humans –  
“In the Dog male mind, females exist solely for sex, pups, and kennel keeping—just like human society—before Huwomen 
banned testosterone as a dangerous substance and rid themselves of men.1 

 

1 Dogs couldn’t determine if the human female affliction “PMS,” that also was a pox on men, oft used to excuse human female irascible conduct, stood for 
Pre-menstrual Syndrome or Post-menstrual Syndrome. After extensive scientific research on human female irritable behaviors—Dogs termed 
“Grumpology”—Dogs concluded PMS could have stood for either. There also was the human female malady “Menopause” that caused “Hot Flashes” among 
older women where women physically ran hot one moment and then cold the next. Women also turned hot one moment in erotic desire, and then cold the 
next in erratic temperament. With no Herd Immunity from this Mandemic, men were desperate to find cures for these petulant and snappish human female 
behavioral disorders. However, the only known protection for men from the ravages of these female ailments was that of social-distancing, self-quarantine, 
and abstinence from women; consequently, men continued to “waist” away until they were but pitiful skeletons of manhood.” 
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Flat Iron Farm Fall Two-Day Auction
Friday, November 3 & Saturday, November 4 • 8:30am
Proxibid.com, EquipmentFacts.com, and live on site at 45840 Flat Iron Road in Great Mills

Day 1: Heavy equipment, heavy trucks, support equipment & attachments
Day 2: Antique cars, hot rods, light trucks, support equipment, light agricultural equipment, rifl es & shotguns

240-237-8131
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