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By Dick Myers
Editor

The first day of Early Voting for the 
2020 General Election in Calvert County 
featured long lines and long waits. Ac-
cording to Election Administrator Gail 
Hatfield, 1,620 voters went through the 
line, of which 641 were Democrats, 
751 were Republicans, and 222 were 
Unaffiliated.

Interestingly, the numbers this year for 
the first day were slightly lower than the 
2016 Early Voting first day. But Hatfield 
noted that this year’s numbers were quite 
impressive considering the requirement 
for social distancing.

The parking lot behind the Commu-
nity Services Building on Duke Street 
in Prince Frederick is on three levels and 
the line wound around each parking area 
tier. Hatfield said the wait was about two 
hours to vote.

In the 2016 Presidential Election, 18,000 
voters participated in Early Voting.

Early Voting continues each day 
though Monday, Nov. 2, the day before 
the general election. Early voting is from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. each day, including the 
weekend.

Hatfield said that 21,000 mail-in ballots 
were sent out as requested by the regis-
tered voters and so far, as of Tuesday af-
ternoon, Oct. 27, there had been 13,250 

returned. Mail-in ballots can be returned 
through Election Day as long as they are 
postmarked by Nov. 3. The drop boxes 
at the Community Resources Building, 
Southern and Northeast community cen-
ters and the four high schools are avail-
able for deposit 24/7 through election day.

Calvert County for this election has 
67,954 registered voters, of which 28,171 
are Republican, 24,587 are Democrat and 
15,216 are Unaffiliated or other parties.

On the ballot this year are races for 
president, House of Representatives, and 
two contested school board races, in addi-
tion to two ballot questions (see separate 
story).

Also, this year the Town of Chesapeake 
Beach is holding an election for mayor 
and town council. There are three candi-
dates (although one has dropped out) for 
mayor and eight for six council positions.

Voting on Nov. 3 will be at the Chesa-
peake Beach Town Hall  located at 8200 
Bayside Road from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

That location is only for town election 
voting. The countywide Voting Centers 
are at the Community Resources Build-
ing and the four high schools, also 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.

As for Early Voting, in-person voting 
on election day requires masks and social 
distancing.

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Early voter turnout brings long wait times. Photos by Ceandra Scott

Early Voting Start 
Featured Long Lines 
and Waits

Members of the Calvert County 
Sheriff’s Office Patrol Bureau and 
Crash Reconstruction Team responded 
on Oct. 26 at approximately 7:57 a.m. 
to the area of Broomes Island Road and 
Chippingwood Drive, Port Republic, 
for a report of a serious motor vehicle 
collision.   Upon arrival, units located 
two vehicles off the paved portion of 
Broomes Island Road, both with front-
end damage.

One of the involved vehicles was a 
Calvert County Sheriff’s Office marked 
patrol cruiser.   

A preliminary investigation revealed 
that shortly prior to the accident Cal-
vert County Sheriff’s Office patrol 
units were dispatched to a 911 call for 
a burglary in progress in Port Repub-
lic, MD. Two police units were travel-
ing eastbound on Broomes Island Road 
responding to the call with emergency 
equipment (lights and siren) activat-
ed.  Traffic was yielding to the emer-
gency vehicles approaching a curve 
on Broomes Island Road near Clover 
Drive.  As the Sheriff’s Office vehicle 
negotiated the curve it lost control and 
ultimately entered the westbound lane 

of Broomes Island Road.  The cruiser 
struck a Toyota Sienna van head-on, 
forcing them both from the roadway.    

The Toyota van was being operated 
by April Lee Lyons, a 38-year-old fe-
male of Port Republic.  The Sheriff’s 
Office marked patrol cruiser was be-
ing operated by Deputy S. L. Stevens, 
a 22-year-old female deputy. Lyons was 
transported by ambulance to PG Hos-
pital Center Trauma Unit and is listed 
in critical, but stable condition. Depu-
ty Stevens was transported to an area 
trauma center where she is listed in 
critical, but stable condition.   

Preliminary contributing factors 
considered at this time are wet roadway 
conditions and driver error on the part 
of the involved deputy; however, the in-
vestigation is in the early stages and the 
full causation is unknown at this time.   

The collision is under investigation 
by Cpl. V. Bortchevsky of Crash Re-
construction Team anyone with infor-
mation regarding this event are asked 
to contact Cpl. V. Bortchevsky via e-
mail at vlad.bortchevsky@calvertcoun-
tymd.gov or by calling (410) 535-2800.

Press Release from CCSO.

Sheriff Deputy, Motorist 
Injured in Head-On 
Collision
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Oakville
5 minutes North of Hollywood

41170 Oakville Road 
Mechanicsville, MD

301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Charlotte Hall
30315 Three Notch Rd,  

Charlotte Hall, MD
301-884-5292
800-558-5292

Prince Frederick
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664
866-535-3664

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5,  Sun. 10-4 Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6,  Sat. 7:30-5, Closed Sundays

NOW SCHEDULING 
Fall Landscaping and Hardscape Projects.Fall Landscaping and Hardscape Projects.

CALL TODAY for an ESTIMATE: 800-451-1427 
or visit WentworthNursery.com/Landscape

BUY 1GET 
THE 2ND

 50%OFF

SELECT EVERGREEN SHRUB SPECIAL

BUY 5 OR MORE

BUY 3 OR MORE

BUY 2 OR MORE

BUY 2 OR MORE

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

 SAVE 20%

 SAVE 25%

 SAVE 20%

 SAVE 33%

EVERGREEN TREES  
FOR SCREENING

FLOWERING TREES 
FOR BLOOMS

SHADE TREES 
FOR FALL COLOR

SPRING & SUMMER 
BLOOMING COLOR

LATE FALL IS FOR PLANTING
TREES & SHRUBS

BIG GREEN EGG ADIRONDACK CHAIRS

OUTDOOR LIFESTYLE

BUY a Small or Medium Egg 
GET $50 

of EGG accessories for FREE

BUY a Large or Ex-large Egg 
GET $100 

of EGG accessories for FREE

Fall & Winter Savings
Any special order $500 or more  

SAVE $50 off entire order.
Any special order over $1000  

SAVE $50 off entire order.
Beat the spring rush, 

get that special color you want.

EXCITING FUN ● FAST ● EFFICIENT ●
EXCITING

Sell it  - Buy it  
at 

Mechanicsville Building Supply 
Retirement Auction

Business Inventory Liquidation
SATURDAY – NOVEMBER 7th @ 9 AM

(Registration begins 7:30 am day of auction)
28155 Three Notch Road – Mechanicsville, MD

Liquidation of Remaining Inventory: Hand Tools; Electrical & Plumbing 
Supplies; Fishing Items; Home, Lawn & Garden Items; Carpentry Tools; 

Selection of Hardware; Bolt Bins; Shelving; Paints; Many Other Items 
Subject to additions and deletions. Please adhere to health/safety guidelines. May be 

selling with more than one auctioneer at a time.

On Line Community Auction Event (and Bake Sale)
Proceeds to benefit Mechanicsville Rescue Squad Auxiliary

Online Bidding begins Nov. 5th; starts to close Nov. 10th @ 7 pm

Auction Preview and Bake Sale Friday, Nov. 6th, 5 – 7pm
Toys – Tools – Crafts – Cheese Basket – Lawn/Garden –

Stuffed Ham – Shed – Home Goods/Items – Furniture - More
Westfield Farm Arena

26689 Laurel Grove Road, Mechanicsville, MD
For more information regarding online bidding go to:

www.FarrellAuctionService.com

www.FarrellAuctionService.com

301.904.3402

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Calvert County Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) has agreed to schedule a 
public hearing on a proposal to use proceeds 
from the Cable Franchise Agreement to extend 
service to the unserved areas of the county. 

The issue has become a pressing one with 
the at-home online learning that families face. 
The school system has estimated about 150 
homes lack service and they have set up inter-
net cafes in schools to deal with those service 
lapses.

“It only works if we get it all done,” said 
Commissioner Mike Hart of the initiative start-
ed last year called “Serving the Unserved.”

Deputy County Administrator Linda Vas-
sallo told the BOCC at their Oct. 20 meeting 
that off the 475 unserved homes identified last 
year, 318 still remain.

Vassallo said a State Pilot Grant has been 
awarded to serve 20 homes on Sixes Road and 
seven homes on Flag Point Road, with connec-
tion planned before the end of the year.

Additionally, a study has been completed 
for serving 154 homes in the Barstow area. 
That would cost $1.6 million. A state grant will 
be sought for that project.

Estimated total cost to serve the 318 un-
served hone is $3.7 million, with the state con-
tribution pegged at $1.8 million, the county’s at 

$1.4 million and cable provider Comcast with a 
$406,000 contribution.

But in the meantime, the commissioners de-
cided to consider tapping into that annual fran-
chise fee to forward fund that Barstow project 
and continue with the remainder of the homes 
needed to reach 100 percent. The country col-
lects about $1.5 million as a franchise fee from 
Comcast.

Under the current agreement, Comcast has 
a 15 homes per mile density requirement. In 
the most recent agreement, the standards cost-
free drop was extended from 125 feet to 300 
feet.

Still to be decided is whether the county 
would pick up the cost of that last section of 
cable to serve the home for those unable to pay 
for it.

Commissioner Buddy Hance noted, “I am 
not sure how they (those who have already 
paid for it) would feel if their neighbor gets it 
for free.”

But there is a resolve by the BOCC to get to 
100 percent coverage. President Kelly McCo-
nkey noted it was an economic development 
issue since so many people are working from 
home.

“This is really urgent to help our citizens,” 
he said.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

“Serving the Unserved” 
Plan Advances
County Considers Using Cable Franchise Fee
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By Dick Myers
Editor

The Calvert County Planning Com-
mission at its Oct. 21 meeting got a 
first look at a proposed new shop-
ping center in Lusby. Called Shoppes 
at Town Square, the center would be 
on land behind the existing Lusby 
Shopping Center (Weis Market) and 
Town Square Drive, one of the en-
trances into Chesapeake Ranch Es-
tates (CRE).

The commission, however, was not 
asked to vote on the shopping center 
concept plan, but instead on the idea 
of using a portion of a realigned park-
way between  Rousby Hall Road and 
Town Square Drive as one of the cen-
ters access points.

The original Lusby Town Center 
Master Plan had a parkway, with sev-
eral roundabouts, going through the 
property on which the existing Lusby 
Shopping Center now sits. The plan-
ners last year agreed for a reconfigu-
ration of the parkway with an exten-
sion of the “existing Lusby Parkway 
from Rousby Hall Road (over Gun-
smoke Trail) to Town Square Drive,” 
according to a staff report.

The planners, after hearing a pre-
sentation, agreed to the new parkway 

extension and to the general location 
of the shopping center.  The concept 
plan for the center will have to come 
back to the planners when it is ready 
for submittal.

According to documents presented 
to planning staff, the center was de-
scribed as: “Multiple pad sites with 
uses to be determined during market-
ing. Current marketing has revealed 
interest from: eating establishments 
with and without drive up; com-
mercial retail uses; and automotive 
service/supplies.”

If drive-in restaurants are included, 
they would be the first in Lusby Town 
Center.

One of the entrances would be off 
HG Trueman Road using the exist-
ing right of way for the rear of the 
Lusby Shopping Center, according 
to documents submitted to the com-
mission by developer’s representative 
Dan Kelsh, with Collinson, Oliff & 
Associates.

The staff report presented by Plan-
ning Commission Administrator Paul 
Conover said, “Staff’s presentation 

today is conceptual only and future it-
erations of the Lusby Parkway details 
and cross-sections will be developed 
by a design consultant hired with a 
‘Complete Streets’ grant awarded the 
county by the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization. County staff is in the 
process of selecting a consultant to 
begin the study.”

The report goes on to say, “This 
proposal will facilitate the extension 
of Lusby Parkway 72- (plus or mi-
nus) foot right-of-way (ROW) cross-
section to directly connect with Town 
Square Drive by upgrading Gun-
smoke Trail, from an existing 40-foot 
private ROW to an ultimate 60-foot 
public ROW. This proposal will also 
allow for the optimum design and 
development of the proposed Shop-
pes at Lusby Square project, which 
would otherwise have been signifi-
cantly impacted by attempting to im-
pose the original Master Plan road 
alignments.”

There were no negative comments 
from planning commission members 
about the proposal which Conover 
said he was able to detect by their 
heads going up and down during the 
virtual meeting.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Aerial rendering of Shoppes at Town Center shown at the bottom left in orange with the Lusby Shopping 
Center to the right and Town Center Drive and post office to the left.

Shopping Center Proposed for Lusby
Calvert Planners Get a First Look



Thursday, October 29, 20206 The Calvert County TimesLocal News

SERVICE 
Taylor Gas Company offers full service installation and repair for a 
breadth of propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY 
The customer is our top priority here at Taylor Gas. We provide 24 hour 
emergency service and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland area.

EXPERIENCE 
Combining extensive training with 68 years of on-the-job experience, 
you can be sure that you’ll be getting the best service available.

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Calvert County Planning Com-
mission has given site plan and subdi-
vision approval for a 67-unit townhouse 
project in Prince Frederick. It is on 11.56 
acres, with frontage on MD Route 2/4 to 
the east and Prince Frederick Boulevard 
on the west. The approvals came at the 
commission’s Oct. 21 meeting.

The project, called Patuxent Com-
mons, is in three parcels, with two for 
the townhouses and one for commercial 
development. The commercial portion 
will be presented at a later date.

The project applicant was Builtrite 
Homes. Commission member Lisa 
Williams, who works for the company 
owned by her father, recused herself 
from participation in the discussion, 
as she has on several other recent oc-
casions since being appointed to the 
commission.

“The project is separated into a north-
ern area and southern area by a parcel 
in the middle owned by others,” accord-
ing to the staff report presented to the 
commission.

The report said, “The northern por-
tion of the property has frontage on MD 
Route 2/4 which is where the future 

commercial lot (Lot 68) is shown. There 
is a 35-foot front setback along the prop-
erty road frontage at Prince Frederick 
Blvd. and along MD 2/4, and a 20-foot 
side and rear setback from all adjacent 
properties. The property is adjacent to 
existing residential to the north, and ex-
isting commercial and retail uses to the 
south and east.” It is next to the King 
Building.

As to access, the report said, “Site 
access is proposed via private rights-of-
way from Prince Frederick Boulevard. 
Sullivan Lane is a proposed private 
right-of-way off a newly constructed 

traffic circle for vehicular access for 
the 22 lots in the southern portion of 
the project, and Potomac Court is the 
private right-of-way for access to the 
45 lots in the northern portion of the 
project. The community layout includes 
sidewalks along the frontage of Prince 
Frederick Blvd. as well as along Sulli-
van Lane and Potomac Court. There are 
hard surface paths that connect to the 
recreational amenities.” The recreation 
area is 4.6 acres.

According to the staff report pre-
sented by Principal Planner Christine 
Finamore, “The proposed project is lo-

cated within the Prince Frederick Town 
Center Zoning District, and therefore 
requires Architectural Review Commit-
tee (ARC) review and approval. Build-
ing elevations, retaining walls, fences, 
lighting, outdoor construction, and sig-
nage are required to gain approval. The 
applicant received ARC approval with 
conditions at their September meeting. 
The Planning Commission Administra-
tor signed the ARC approval on October 
5, 2020.”

As to environmental features, the 
report said, “The site is in the Hunt-
ing Creek watershed, which drains to 
the Patuxent River and eventually the 
Chesapeake Bay. There are steep slopes 
present on the property, with most areas 
along the property frontage of Prince 
Frederick Blvd. and MD Route 2/4, as 
well as close proximity to the existing 
King Building and associated parking. 
Steep slopes within the middle of the 
site are most likely the only natural re-
maining steep slopes on the property.”

The site and subdivision plans for 
Patuxent Commons were unanimously 
approved by the rest of the commission.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Site plan for Patuxent Commons.

Townhouse Project Approved
Sixty-seven Units in Prince Frederick
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Expires 7/31/2020

Expires  7/31/2020
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Expires  7/31/2020

www.PhoDlite.com
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

11:00am - 9:00pm

DINE-IN & CARRYOUTOPEN 

Expires 11/15/2020

Not Valid with Happy Hour specials.
With Coupon Only. May not be combined 

with any other offer.
Valid only at Lexington Park Location

Expires 11/15/2020

Not Valid with Happy Hour specials.
With Coupon Only. May not be combined 

with any other offer.
Valid only at Lexington Park Location

Expires 9/30/2020Expires 11/15/2020

Not Valid with Happy Hour specials.
With Coupon Only. May not be combined 

with any other offer.
Valid only at Lexington Park Location

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Calvert County Planning 
Commission has rebuffed a re-
quest by the county commission-
ers to reduce the allowable number 
of residential units in the proposed 
Armory Square project in Prince 
Frederick.

According to planning staff, the 
commissioners had requested a re-
duction from 24 units per acre to 
14 units per acre as the allowable 
density in the New Town District 
of Prince Frederick, land which 
formerly held the Calvert Middle 
School and is slated for mixed-use 
development as Armory Square, 
across from the former National 
Guard Armory.

The planning commission had 
been requested to review the 
proposed zoning ordinance text 
amendment and then forward it to 
the commissioners for a joint pub-
lic hearing.

Instead, the planners voted to ta-
ble the request until after the zon-
ing ordinance update was complet-
ed, which could be several years 
away.

Planning commission member 
Lisa Williams asked what the rush 
was and why the proposal wasn’t 
being considered with the update.

She also asked why the reduction 
was to 14 units instead of some 
other number. Deputy Director of 
Zoning Judy Mackall noted that 14 
units per acre were the allowable 
density in other subdistricts of 
Prince Frederick, and the change 
would bring it into conformance.

Planning commission member 
Dr. Richard Holler noted that the 
original decision to allow 24 units 
must have been made for a rea-
son and that the master plan calls 
for directing development into 
the town centers such as Prince 
Frederick

The commissioners at their 
March 10 meeting unanimous-
ly approved a purchase and sale 
agreement for the property now 
known as Armory Square.

The purchase price is $3.8 mil-
lion. The buyers are Westmore-
land Partners of Washington, DC 
and Generation Properties, LLC of 
Dunkirk. Rick Bailey, former pres-
ident of Marrick Homes, is a prin-
cipal in Generation. Westmoreland 
is reportedly involved in large 
shopping center developments.

The two companies will be pur-
chasing two tracts of land totaling 
about 12 acres. The county will 
in turn use part of the proceeds 
to purchase a 32,000 square foot 
parcel on Steeple Chase Drive for 
a bus transfer station. The devel-
opers will pay $225,671 for that 
and then be given a credit for it at 
closing.

The contract requires the devel-
opers to close within two years at 
the agreed-upon price.

According to a memo to the 
BOCC from Director of Economic 
Development Kelly Robertson-
Slagle, the transaction was being 
done for the following reasons:

(1) the project will add approxi-
mately 125,500 square feet of new 
commercial space,

(2) create 450 new jobs,
(3) increase commercial tax 

revenue 
(4) allow for potential retention 

and complimentary adaptive reuse 
of the Armory building, and

(5) allow for acquisition of land 
strategically located for the previ-
ously planned county bus transfer 
station.

According to the documents 
presented, approximately 51,000 
square feet of the commercial 
space would be for medical offices.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Planners Table Armory 
Square Change
Would Have Reduced Residential Density
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20TH ANNUAL

and Third Annual Kids’ Half-mile Super Hero Dash

For More Information:
410-535-1600, ext. 8806  •  410-535-3733  •  Relay for Hearing Impaired: 800-735-2258 

How to Register:
Participants have 12 days to complete the 5K or dash and submit results to the CAASA 
office at CAASA@calvertcountymd.gov. Online registration powered by RunSignUp at 
www.runsignup.com/CAASAVirtual5k and www.runsignup.com/CAASAsuperherodash.

Oct. 26-Nov. 7, 2020 • Any day, any time!
STEP-BY-STEP 5K RACE - $25
Run, walk or hike your race wherever you want! Between Oct. 26 and Nov. 7, put on your running 
shoes and head out on a 3.1-mile course of your choosing. Free T-shirts provided for the first 100 
registered participants. Medals will be awarded to the youngest and oldest participants.

KIDS’ HALF-MILE SUPER HERO DASH - FREE
The half-mile dash is for children ages six and younger. Participants are encouraged to dress 
in their favorite super hero costume (be sure they are safe to run in). All runners will receive a 
participation certificate. The first 25 registrants will receive a superhero cape and goody bag.

Events held in memory of Mike Blackwell, a runner killed while jogging on Broomes Island Road.
All proceeds to benefit CAASA programs.

THE CALVERT ALLIANCE AGAINST SUBSTANCE ABUSE PRESENTS
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STENY HOYER  
IS FIGHTING  
FOR US  
IN CONGRESS.

Steny puts the needs of Maryland families first. He’s 
fighting to deliver critically-needed relief to Maryland 
families and businesses struggling because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Steny helped create and save 
nearly 23,000 jobs throughout the Fifth District, and he’s 
a strong advocate for fair pay and benefits for federal 
employees. As Majority Leader, he brought to the House 
Floor critical legislation to lower health care costs, grow 
our economy, and ensure our veterans receive the care 
they earned.

AND HE’S FIGHTING FOR THE THINGS THAT MATTER MOST TO US:

  Protecting our communities from COVID-19
  Bringing down health care costs
  Protecting our environment, including the Chesapeake Bay
  Raising wages and ensuring equal pay
  Making college more affordable
  Advocating for local infrastructure projects to keep our communities connected
  Combating corruption in government
  Expanding access to health care and mental health services for veterans

Paid for by Hoyer for Congress.

HOYERFORCONGRESS.COM

DON’T FORGET 
TO VOTE ON 
NOVEMBER 3!

By Dick Myers, Editor and
Guy Leonard, Staff Writer

The Tri-County Council for Southern 
Maryland has agreed to provide St. Mary’s 
County with an additional $500,000 for 
construction of the Regional Agriculture 
Center (RAC) in New Market next to the 
county transfer station.

St. Mary’s County won the bid for the lo-
cation of the regional center in their county 
and Southern Maryland Agriculture Dvel-
opment Commission (SMADC} provided 
$1 million to the county to construct the 
building which will then be operated by 
SMADC on behalf of the five counties 
it serves (Charles, Calvert, Anne Arun-
del and Prince George’s, in addition to St. 
Mary’s)

According to SMADC Director Shelby 
Watson-Hampton, they originally had $2 
million in tobacco restitution monies for 
the project, with $1 million set aside to fur-
nish and operate the facility.

She told The County Tines that cost 
overruns for the construction were not 
unexpected, due to the pandemic and in-
creased building costs. She told the council 
at their Oct. 15 virtual meeting thar getting 
the long-discussed and much-anticipated 
building constructed was important and 
thus the providing of the extra $500,000 

was justified. “Getting it built would be the 
first priority,” she said.

Chris Kaselemis, director of the St. 
Mary’s County Department of Economic 
Development, said SMADC had planned 
to seek extra funding for the project beyond 
the $1 million initial award to St. Mary’s.

“It’s not a lot of money for a project like 
that,” Kaselemis said. “We’re refining what 
it’s going to look like.”

Also, the land upon which the regional 
agricultural center is to be built does not 
have water or sewer running to it, Kasele-
mis said, and the county is still assessing 

those costs.
“There are no issues with it,” Kaselemis 

said of the land next to the convenience 
center near the Lettie Marshal Dent El-
ementary School.

Kaselemis said the county could look 
elsewhere for a site to place the RAC, but 
only if it’s found to be a better site.

“That’s still our primary site,” Kaselemis 
said of the current piece of land.

The council, on a motion by Commis-
sioner Todd Morgan and a second by Com-
missioner Eric Colvin voted to provide the 
extra $500,000 to St. Mary’s contingent on 

the county absorbing any other cost over-
runs. That prompted Sen. Jack Bailey (R: 
St. Mary’s, Calvert) to observe, “This is not 
just a St. Mary’s County issue.” He sug-
gested that the other counties be asked to 
contribute to help St. Mary’s if extra mon-
ies are needed.

Charles County Commissioner President 
Rueben Collins said of the possible need for 
extra funding, “This is the first I’ve heard 
of it.” He said he would have to take any 
such proposal to his board.

Watson -Hampton said emails would be 
going out to the other four counties bring-
ing up the subject.

She said the need to find extra monies if 
there are additional cost overruns is related 
to the fact that her budget was cut 25 per-
cent because of COVID-19 state fiscal belt 
tightening.

She said they operate frugally and have 
not needed to cut any staff or programs as 
the result of that budget reduction.

According to SMADC, the RAC ‘will 
be a public/private partnership providing 
a set of complementary services with the 
capability of adding value and profitabil-
ity to products from Southern Maryland 
farmers.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net  and 
guyleonard@countytimes.net

Extra Funds Added for AG Center 
To be Built in St. Mary’s County
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The Commemorative is an immersive art experience that honors the story 
of resilience, persistence, and creative problem solving that defined the 
lives of the enslaved individuals that lived in St. Mary’s City between 1750 
and 1815. Constructed on the St. Mary’s College of Maryland campus, the 
Commemorative provides visitors with the space to acknowledge and learn 
from the lives of those who once toiled there, while providing a place for 
reflection and introspection about the nature of slavery and its connections 
to modern society.

This virtual dedication will feature a keynote message by nationally-known 
writer Jelani Cobb. This artistic construction being erected near the Jamie 
L. Roberts Stadium features commissioned work by artists Norman Lee and 
Shane Allbritton of RE:Site and poet Quenton Baker. 

FROM ABSENCE TO PRESENCE
THE VIRTUAL DEDICATION OF THE COMMEMORATIVE 
TO ENSLAVED PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN MARYLAND 
Saturday, November 21, 2020 @ 11:00 a.m. 

TO EXPERIENCE THE VIRTUAL DEDICATION, VISIT:
WWW.SMCM.EDU/COMMEMORATIVE/

Calvert County public transporta-
tion is available to help voters get to 
vote centers and drop box locations 
during early voting and on Elec-
tion Day. Residents are encouraged 
to make their voting transportation 
plans now in order to ensure they 
have a ride to cast their vote in the 
general election. 

Public buses will run on a regular 
schedule, Monday through Satur-
day, and along regular routes dur-
ing the early voting period through 
Monday, Nov. 2, and on Election 
Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3. 

For seniors age 60 and up and 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) specialized service custom-
ers, curb-to-curb transportation 
service will be provided to any of 
the five vote centers and two addi-
tional drop box only locations. Rid-
ers must schedule an appointment at 
least 24 hours in advance by calling 
410-535-4268.

For regular route riders, curb-
to-curb service will be offered to 
the following sites: Calvert High 
School, Huntingtown High School, 
Southern Community Center 
and Northeast Community Cen-
ter. Hours for service depend on 
the route and Saturday service is 
limited. 

For residents who need transpor-
tation but live outside the regular 

public transit service area, Smart 
Ride is offering free rides dur-
ing early voting and on Election 
Day. Call 410-535-6932 to make an 
appointment. 

For more information on county 
transportation services, call 410-
535-4268 or visit online at www.Cal-
vertCountyMd.gov/Transportation.

Early voting continue Sthrough 
Monday, Nov. 2. Early voting will 
take place from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Board of Elections office locat-
ed on the lower level of the Commu-

nity Resources Building at 30 Duke 
St. in Prince Frederick. 

On Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 
3, voters may cast their ballot in 
person at any of five vote centers 
in Calvert County, from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Voters who requested a mail-
in ballot may submit their ballot 
by mail or by placing it in one of 
seven secure drop boxes available 
throughout the county.

Vote centers and drop boxes 
will be available at the following 
locations:

• Calvert High School
520 Fox Run Blvd., Prince Fred-

erick, MD 20678 
• Community Resources Building
30 Duke St., Prince Frederick, 

MD 20678 
• Huntingtown High School
4125 Solomons Island Road, Hun-

tingtown, MD 20639 
• Northern High School
2950 Chaneyville Road, Owings, 

MD 20736 
• Patuxent High School
12485 Southern Connector Blvd., 

Lusby, MD 20657
•  Northeast Community Center 

(drop box only)
4075 Gordon Stinnett Ave., Ches-

apeake Beach, MD 20732 
•  Southern Community Center 

(drop box only) 
20 Appeal Lane, Lusby, MD 

20657
Individuals who use public trans-

portation and vote in person dur-
ing early voting or on Election Day 
must wear adequate face coverings 
and adhere to social distancing 
guidelines in order to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 

For more information about elec-
tions, visit www.CalvertCountyMd.
gov/Vote. 
Press Release from Calvert County 

government.

Transportation Options Help Voters Get to the Polls
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COVER IT 
WITH TARPS

* BLUE TARPS
    (2.5 oz. / sq. yd.)

Cut Size Sale Price Cut Size Sale Price

5x7 $1.90 12x25 $11.75
6x8 $2.00 15x20 $11.75
8x10 $3.35 15x25 $14.70
8x12 $4.00 15x30 $17.65
8x15 $5.00 16x20 $12.55
8x18 $6.00 20x20 $15.70
8x20 $6.70 20x30 $23.50
9x12 $4.50 20x35 $27.45
10x12 $5.00 20x40 $31.35
10x15 $6.25 24x36 $33.85
10x16 $6.70 25x45 $42.25
10x20 $7.85 30x40 $45.05
12x12 $6.00 30x60 $67.60
12x14 $7.00 40x50 $68.45
12x16 $7.55 40x60 $82.15
12x20 $9.40  

* GREEN TARPS
    (5 oz.)

Cut Size Sale Price Cut Size Sale Price

9x12 $8.85 30x40 $85.60
10x12 $9.80 30x50 $107.00
10x15 $12.25 40x60 $162.95
10x20 $16.35 
12x12 $11.80 
12x16 $15.70
12x20 $19.60
12x25 $24.50
15x20 $24.50
15x25 $30.65
16x20 $26.15
20x20 $34.70
20x25 $39.15
20x30 $47.00
20x35 $54.80
20x40 $62.65

* SILVER TARPS
    (6 oz.)

Cut Size Sale Price Cut Size Sale Price
8x10 $9.35 16x20 $35.80
10x12 $14.00 20x20 $44.75
10x20 $23.35 30x40 $122.30
12x12 $16.80 30x50 $145.50
12x16 $22.40 30x60 $174.60
12x20 $28.00 40x60 $232.80
12x25 $35.00

STAUFFER FEED MILL

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF FEEDS FOR ALL YOUR ANIMAL’S NEEDS!

* ACTUAL SIZE A LITTLE LESS, AFTER SEAMING

NOTE: TARPS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE  
AFTER THE PACKAGE IS OPENED.

BUNGIE CORDS IN STOCK

SALE  ENDS DECEMBER 31st, 2020

28150 POINT LOOKOUT RD
LEONARDTOWN, MD

(On Route 5 In Loveville - Just Outside Of Leonardtown)

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-6PM 
SATURDAY 7AM-4PM

CLOSED ON SUNDAYS
Farm & Home Supplies

Dog Foods
Wildlife Feeding Supplies

Storage Covers, Camping, Boat Covers, 
Tent Flys, Pool Covers, Wood Pile Covers

For many of us, singing together, 
whether formally or informally, was 
something we took for granted. But 
group singing, along with everything 
else in our world, fell victim to the 
coronavirus. The pandemic may have 
paused the music in our lives, but one 
group has found a way to sing together 
again. 

For over 20 years Voices In Praise 
(VIP), a faith-centered, communi-
ty youth choir  made up of students 
in grades 6-12, has been providing 
young people with opportunities to 
sing, serve others, and grow in faith 
and friendship. When the pandemic 
shut down churches, schools, and 
community centers, VIP was forced to 
suspend operations for the spring and 
summer. After being forced to leave 
their home base when it closed to out-
side groups, VIP also had to find a new 
home.

Undeterred, Director Holly Reyn-
olds Lee was determined to find a way 
to bring back the choir. 

“Voices In Praise has been a model 
for us for a long time for how to be 
creative and innovative,” said Ran-
dy Edwards, leader of YouthCue, an 
organization devoted to impacting 
young lives through the power of cho-
ral music. Lee began planning how to 
sing together safely while talking with 

community organizations that could 
provide an appropriate environment 
for her young singers.

Friendship Community Baptist 
Church in Dunkirk took up the chal-
lenge and graciously invited the choir 
to lease space. 

Music in the age of COVID cannot 
happen without tremendous planning 
and thought. It requires new equip-
ment and extra precautions including 
individual microphones, masks, ther-
mometers for checking temperatures, 
individual music packets (no sharing), 

and air purifiers for when the group 
moves indoors.

To help cover these and many other 
unanticipated expenses, VIP, Inc. ap-
plied for and received a $10,000 Cal-
vert County COVID-19 Small Busi-
ness & Nonprofit Relief Fund Grant. 
This lifeline will support their efforts 
to keep kids singing.

VIP kicked off the fall season at 
the beginning of September, welcom-
ing more than 40 singers. Being so-
cially distanced, staying outside, us-
ing microphones, and wearing masks 
made the rehearsal safe, if somewhat 
awkward. The necessary safety pre-
cautions did nothing to dim the kids’ 
enthusiasm to be back together and 
singing. There was not only music 
in the air that night, but real joy. The 
group is looking for opportunities for 
“Courtyard Concerts” where they can 
sing outside to people. The first has 
been scheduled at Asbury Solomons 
on November 1 where residents will 
listen from their rooms. VIP plans to 
create new recordings of their music 
so that everyone has the chance to hear 
them sing.

For more information about VIP, 
visit their website, www.voicesin-
praise.org, or check out the Voices In 
Praise Facebook page.

Submitted story.

Local Choir Sings Together Again

Jake Heyer during rehearsal. Photographs by Kim 
Hynes.

Abigail Elliott, a veteran member of the choir. 
Photographs by Kim Hynes.

VIP rehearses outside with director Holly Reynolds Lee. Photographs by Kim Hynes
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By Dick Myers, Editor
And Guy Leonard, Staff Writer

Voters going in-person to polling plac-
es in the past have often been confronted 
with a decision that they may have been 
unprepared to make – ballot questions. 
They usually are prepared to vote for 
the candidates but may have missed the 
fact that they also had decisions to make 
on proposed constitutional amendments 
or advisory opinions for the legislature. 
Many just pass or vote “No” out of abun-
dance of caution.

The questions are often on important 
public policy issues and such is the case 
of this year’s general election ballot. The 
two questions voters are being asked to 
decide are:

Question 1 - State Budget Process
The proposed amendment authorizes 

the General Assembly, in enacting a bal-
anced budget bill for fiscal year 2024 and 
each fiscal year thereafter, to increase, 
diminish, or add items, provided that the 
General Assembly may not exceed the 
total proposed budget as submitted by 
the Governor.

Question 2 -  Commercial Gaming 
Expansion Referendum

Do you approve the expansion of com-
mercial gaming in the State of Maryland 
to authorize sports and events betting for 
the primary purpose of raising revenue 
for education?

Commercial Gaming Expansion 
Referendum

Question 2 probably is generating the 
most discussion because it is the one that 
voters feel might impact them the most, 
although Question 1 may in fact have 
that effect.

There are parts of the electorate op-
posed to gambling on religious grounds 
or out of concern for gambling addiction. 
They would most likely vote against it. 
The nonpartisan League of Women Vot-
ers of Maryland lists the following pro 
and con arguments of the question:

Arguments in Favor:
Allowing sports betting in Maryland 

would enable the state to compete with 
the 14 states that are already raising rev-
enue this way.

Illegal sports betting already takes 
place. Maryland should provide a legal 
way to place such bets to tap into that 
market and thereby reduce criminal 
activity.

Depending on how it is implemented, 
Maryland could raise as much as $20 
million a year that could be invested in 
education which could yield long term 
benefits for Maryland residents

Arguments Against:
Maryland already has legalized a lot-

tery, slot machines and casinos with var-
ious gambling table games. This would 
add another way to raise money from 
people who may not be able to afford it 
and may become addicted to gambling.

If sports betting is implemented in a 
similar manner to casino gambling, most 
of the revenue raised will likely go to the 
gambling venues with only a small por-
tion going to education.

Sports betting could have an im-
pact on how fans watch games because 
they could be more interested in mak-
ing money than appreciating the sport. 
It could impact the game for players as 
well, especially if wagering is allowed 
on college sports.

Southern Maryland, with its history of 
gambling, may be more inclined to sup-
port the initiative than other areas od the 
state. All of the legislators contacted by 
The County Times do support it.

The proposal as presented to the vot-
ers leaves sone unanswered questions, 
most notably being where the sports bet-
ting would occur. If passed that question 
would be answered by the legislature, 
probably next year.

Senator Thomas V. “Mike” Miller (D:  
Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s) said 
there was an attempt in the State Senate 
this year to have race tracks be the sports 
betting venue to help out that industry, 
but the effort failed in the House, leaving 
the answer open-ended.

So, the decision to be made is whether 
it should be in licensed casinos, race-
tracks, or as sone suggest, the state’s two 
football stadiums, FedEx Field and M&T 
Bank Stadium. Or some combination of 
the options. Miller doesn’t necessarily 
favor the football stadiums.

What Miller does insist on is a lock 
box, to earmark the sports betting rev-
enue for education use.

Calvert County is also home to several 
licensed gaming parlors in Chesapeake 
Beach. The town has an advisory ques-
tion on its ballot asking voters if they 
support the state awarding sports betting 
licenses to places in the town.

The voters are also being asked wheth-
er they support full casino licenses in the 
town.

Chesapeake Beach Mayor Pat “Irish” 
Mahoney said the answers to the ques-
tions will be advisory to the planning 
commission that is rewriting the town’s 
comprehensive plan.

Mahoney doesn’t feel that sports bet-
ting will be coming to town, but instead 
the state will approve it for the casinos 
and racetracks. 

Miller agrees. “We are not going to 
allow that to happen,” he said about 
a sports betting venue in Chesapeake 
Beach.

Delegate Jerry Clark (R: Calvert, St. 
Mary’s) will vote ‘Yes’ for the ques-
tion. “I don’t have a problem with 
sports betting,” he said, and agreed they 
would most likely be in casinos and at 
racetracks.

Miller notes that now sports betting is 
done illegally online in Maryland. The 
key he said would be for Maryland to le-
galize the sports betting in locations that 
the state could control and reap some fi-
nancial gain for education.

On Question 2, Todd Eberly, a political 
science professor at St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland, said the prospect of extra 
revenue by law carried little political risk 
for those legislators who favored it.

“Who wouldn’t want free money?” 

Eberly said. “They [legislators] get to 
collect revenue without collecting a tax.”

The constitutional question, as it is 
written, has very broad language that 
allows betting on events other than on 
sports, Eberly said.

“Little league, the Presidential Elec-
tion, the Oscars,” Eberly said. “Under 
the law, the definition of events could be 
widely [interpreted].”

Eberly noted that while the revenue 
taken from sports betting could rightly 
be considered voluntary, there was the 
argument that for some bettors the activ-
ity was something they could ill-afford 
or were compelled to engage in because 
of gambling addiction.

About a decade ago, when the state 
saw it’s first casinos being built, Eberly 
said, most could see that gambling was 
going to be expanded even more.

“They saw the handwriting on the 
wall,” Eberly said. “I suspect this is 
why it [Question 2] would pass and pass 
easily.” 

State Budget Process
This question may seem more esoteric 

to voters, perhaps believing it won’t af-
fect them. But the truth of the matter is 
that the state budget affects everyone one 
way or the other, from how much taxes 
they pay, to the quality of the schools 
their children attend, the level of police 
and emergency services protection, and 
the condition of the roads upon which 
they travel.

Miller, an amateur historian, said the 
current process in which the governor 
presents a budget, and the legislature can 
only make reductions has been in place 
since the turn of the 20th Century. At 
that time he said the legislature was ap-
proving budgets for which there wasn’t 
enough revenue. A commission was set 
up and the current system was put in 
place as a solution.

But Miller notes that now Maryland is 
the only state in the country that doesn’t 
allow its legislature to do what the con-
stitutional referendum would allow. 

Under the change, the legislature 
couldn’t increase the governor’s over-
all budget, but it could make line item 
changes, increasing one item, but then 
requiring a decrease in other to balance 
the budget.

For instance, Miller said the legisla-
ture could decide more money needs to 
go to community colleges and less to 
four-year universities.

Miller insists the proposal is not a par-
tisan one, since current Republican Gov-
ernor Larry Hogan would be out of office 
when the change occurs.

Clark disagrees, calling it a Demo-
cratic initiative. “It’s a wrong move. I en-
courage people not to vote for it,” he said.

Clark said if it isn’t a partisan issue, 
why wasn’t it proposed under a Demo-
cratic governor.

But Miller countered that the legisla-
tors are elected by the people from the 
four corners of the state. “People want 
their local people to have a say,” he 
insisted.

Eberly said Question 1 would repre-
sent a significant shift in budgetary pow-
er to the legislature, but their spending 
ability would still be limited.

“The most important thing that 
wouldn’t change is the spending cap 
by the governor,” Eberly said. “In no 
way could it result in greater spending 
overall.

The reality, Eberly said, was that the 
legislature already passes laws that man-
date spending, in essence, achieving the 
goal to a greater extent that Question 1 
seeks to codify into law.

The Maryland League of Women Vot-
ers lists the following pro and con argu-
ments for Ballot Question 1:

 Arguments in Favor:
The Maryland Legislature has less 

power in the budget process than any 
other legislature in the United States.

Members of the public might have 
more ability to influence funding for 
programs of importance to them because 
they have more opportunities to interact 
with legislators during the General As-
sembly Session than they do to influence 
the Governor or the state agencies as the 
budget details are negotiated and final-
ized for presentation.

For decades, Republican and Demo-
cratic legislators have proposed this 
change while Governors from both ma-
jor parties have been in power. The pro-
visions of this bill will not take effect 
until the election of a new Governor and 
members of the General Assembly are 
elected.

This Constitutional Amendment 
would not change the current require-
ment that the General Assembly must 
pass a balanced budget.

Arguments Against:
Because the Governor would have the 

power to enact line item vetoes, there 
may be more Special Sessions to over-
ride those vetoes. Special Sessions come 
with a cost.

Because the public will be advocat-
ing for new or increased funding for 
particular programs, legislators could 
be swayed to support programs that the 
Governor did not feel should be funded 
at that level.

It could take longer to pass a budget.
Legislators may have more concern 

about programs that affect their con-
stituents, while the Governor may have 
a more statewide perspective.

dickmyers@countytimes.net and 
guyleonard@countytimes.net

Feature

Ballot Questions Pose Key Public Policy Issues
Deal with Sports Betting, State Budget Process
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22660 Washington St, 6 to 7 PM (note new 
time for this month)

The Drum Circle is back from 6-7 PM! 
Please note a few changes will be in place: 
bring your own drum as we will not have 
instruments to share and bring your own 
chair. We will have free egg shakers to give 
away (one per person) for those without 
instruments. Social distancing will be in 
effect. This is a free event open to all ages 
and skill levels! 

A Drumline and Drum Off performance 
from 7 to 8 PM will 
follow featuring 
local students, 
bring a chair and 
watch as they 
have been busy 
practicing and 
preparing a number 
of rhythms and 
grooves for the 
evening! 

Check out the First Friday Specials

Do you want to advertise on this page? 
Contact Jen Stotler 301-247-7611 or jen@countytimes.net

Located inside Shepherd’s Old Field Market 
(behind the Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Dept)

Email 10.4checkcreations@gmail.com or Call 301-247-7611

Hand Knit & Crochet Items 
for You & Your Home

Custom 
Orders 

Welcome

for You & Your Home

November  6, 
2020

LOCAL 

FROM LOCAL 
VINES
WINES

Live music every weekend!
301-690-2192 • www.polwinery.com

Open 7 days a week Noon - 6 pm •  23790 Newtowne Neck Road

41652 Fenwick St.  Leonardtown MD 20650
www.northendgallery.com l 301-475-3130

fine art & gifts

301-475-1630
41675 Park Avenue, Leonardtown • www.GoodEarthNaturals.com

Nursing & Rehabilitation  
             Center

St. Mary’s 

21585 Peabody Street 
Leonardtown, MD

301-475-8000 
www.smnci.org

To schedule a tour or  
speak to admissions,  

please call  
301-475-8000 

ext.125

• Long-term care
• Rehabilitation 
   services
• Respite care

5pm 
to 

8pm

ST. MARY’S ARTS COUNCIL
22660 Washington St. (Leonardtown Arts 

Center Building) 
(240)309-4061
www.

stmarysartscouncil.com
Our Gallery & Gift Shop, 

featuring handcrafted 
work by 50 different local 
artists, will be open from 
11 AM to 8 PM on First Friday! We carry 
unique items including wall art, pottery, 
jewelry, greeting cards, sculptures, multi-
media pieces, books by local artists, and much 
more in a wide variety of price ranges.

The Old Jail Museum 
will be open from 5:00 
p.m. until 7:00 p.m. for 
interested visitors. Come 
explore a fascinating piece of 
Leonardtown and St. Mary’s 
County history

THE OLD JAIL MUSEUM 

SOMAR DRUM CIRCLE
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION DRUM CIRCLE
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FARMER’S MARKET
SATURDAY  12PM - 5PM

VEGETABLES • MEAT • CHEESE • BAKED GOODS • & MORE

OVER 35 INDOOR STORES, SHOPS, & SERVICES
“BRUDERGARTEN”  

INDOOR/OUTDOOR BEER GARDEN

“BOTANIC” COFFEE SHOP & DELI

WWW.SHEPHERDSOLDFIELD.COM
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK @SHEPERD’S OLD FIELD MARKET

First Friday Participants
CRAZY FOR EWE 

22725 Washington Street 
www.crazyforewe.com

FENWICK STREET USED BOOKS & 
MUSIC 

41655 Fenwick Street 
www.fenwickbooks.com

THE HAIR COMPANY 
22740 Washington Street 
www.thehaircompany.biz

SOCIAL COFFEEHOUSE 
41658 Fenwick Steeet 

www.socialcoffeehouse.company

CARRIE PATTERSON 
22715 Washington Street 
www.carriepatterson.com

JESSIE’S KITCHEN 
22845 Washington Street

NEW VIEW FIBERWORKS, LLC 
22696 Washington Street 

www.fuzzyfarmersmarket.com

PORT OF LEONARDTOWN WINERY 
23190 Newtowne Neck Road 

www.polwinery.com

THE GOOD EARTH NATURAL FOODS CO. 
41675 Park Avenue 

www.goodearthnaturals.com

BETH GRAEME PHOTOGRAPHY 
22760 Washington Street 

www.bethgraeme.photography 

ST. MARY’S ARTS COUNCIL 
22660 Washington Street 

www.stmarysartscouncil.com

SPICE STUDIO 
22715 Washington Street 

www.somdspice.com

ESCAPE ROOMS SOUTHERN MARYLAND 
22715  Washington Street 

www.escaperoomsomd.com

SHEPHERDS OLD FIELD MARKET 
22725 Duke Street 

www.shepherdsoldfield.com

ROOT SUP & FITNESS 
Inside Shepherds Old Field Market 

www.rootsupfitness.com

THE SLICE HOUSE 
41565 Park Ave

HERITAGE CHOCOLATES 
22699 Washington Street 

www.heritagechocolateshop.com

ANTOINETTE'S GARDEN 
22694 Washington Street

DOS AMIGOS 
41655 Fenwick Street

THE REX 
22695 Washington Street 

www.therexmd.net

OLDE TOWN PUB 
22785 Washington Street 
www.oldetownpub.com

THE FRONT PORCH 
22770 Washington Street 

www.thefrontporchmd.com

The Old Jail MuseumThe Old Jail Museum

Open from 5pm to 7pmOpen from 5pm to 7pm

October  30October  30thth

TwilightTwilight

Do you want to advertise on this page? 
Contact Jen Stotler 301-247-7611 or jen@countytimes.net

SOMAR DRUM CIRCLE
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION DRUM CIRCLE

Shops, Restaurants & Shops, Restaurants & 
Galleries Open Late!Galleries Open Late!

Live Music & Socially Live Music & Socially 
Distanced Events!Distanced Events!

Audience Audience 
Participation Drum Ciricle with Fire Participation Drum Ciricle with Fire 
Dancers From 6-7pmDancers From 6-7pm

Under the StarsUnder the Stars

The LBA gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of our Platinum Sponsors

County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County
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CALVERT SHERIFF'S OFFICE CRIME REPORT
During the week of October 12 – October 18 deputies of the Calvert County Sheriff’s Office responded to 1,187 calls for service throughout the community.

Cops & Courts

IN THE MATTER OF REBECCA CHRISTINE SIS-MACKALL
FOR CHANGE OF NAME TO REBECCA CHRISTINE SIS
BY AND THROUGH HIS/HER MOTHER
In the Circuit Court for Calvert County, Maryland

Case No.: C-04-FM-20-527
Notice (Adult)
 
	 The	above	Petitioner	has	filed	a	Petition	for	Change	of	Name	in	which	
he/she	seeks	to	change	his/her	name	of	a	minor	from	REBECCA CHRISTINE 
SIS-MACKALL to REBECCA CHRISTINE SIS.	The	petitioner	is	seeking	a	
name	change	because:	The	MVA	made	a	mistake.
 
	 Any	person	may	file	an	objection	to	the	Petition	on	or	before	the	
11/29/2020.		The	objection	must	be	supported	by	an	affidavit	(written	statement	
confirmed	by	oath	or	affirmation)	and	served	on	the	petitioner	(Maryland	Rule	
1-321).		If	no	timely	objection	is	filed,	the	court	may	issue	a	default	judgement	or	
grant	the	name	change.

 
Kathy	P.	Smith,
Clerk of Court for 
Calvert County Maryland

Legal Notice

Damaged Property: 20-53412
On October 12, 2020, Deputy Gott 

responded to Cactus Trail in Lusby for 
the report of damaged property. The 
complainant advised that sometime 
between 12:00pm on October 11th and 
3:00pm on October 12th, an unknown 
suspect(s) spray painted the front and 
passenger side of the vehicle. The val-
ue of damaged property is $500.

Damaged Property: 20-53424
On October 12, 2020, Deputy Burg-

graff responded to Ropeknot Road in 
Lusby for the report of damaged prop-
erty. The complainant advised some-
time during the overnight hours, an 
unknown suspect(s) put a white crys-
tal material, believed to be sugar, in 
the gas tank of their truck. The value 
of damaged property is $1,500.

Theft: 20-53983
On October 15, 2020, Deputy Mason 

responded to Watson Road in Owings 
for the report of a theft. The complain-
ant advised sometime between Janu-
ary 2020 and the present, an unknown 
suspect(s) stole the tag from their trail-
er. The value of stolen property is $51.

Theft: 20-54489
On October 18, 2020, Deputy Parks 

responded to Prancer Court in Lusby 
for the report of a theft. The complain-
ant advised that sometime between the 
afternoon of October 17th and October 
18th, an unknown suspect(s) stole the 
rear tag from their vehicle. The value 
of stolen property is $100.

Arrests:
On October 14, 2020, Deputies con-

ducted a traffic stop on South Solo-
mons Island Road at Rousby Hall 
Road in Lusby. Upon making contact 
with the driver, Sven Andrew Park-

er (27), Deputies 
detected the odor 
of burnt marijuana 
emanating from the 
vehicle. Parked ex-
ited the vehicle and a 
search was conduct-
ed which resulted in 
a portion of a burnt 
marijuana cigarette. 
A search of Parker’s 
person was conducted which resulted 
in a clear bag containing suspected 
powder cocaine and U.S. currency. 
Parker was placed under arrest and 
transported to the Calvert County De-
tention Center where he was charged 
with CDS: Possession w/ Intent to Dis-
tribute: Narcotics, CDS: Possession- 
Not Marijuana, and CDS: Possession 
of Paraphernalia. 

On October 14, 2020, Deputy N. 
Buckler responded to 5th Street in Ow-
ings for a welfare check on a male sub-
ject who appeared unconscious in his 
vehicle. Upon arrival, Deputy Buckler 
identified the male subject as William 
Ray Albaugh, Jr. (23), and observed 
fresh blood on Al-
baugh’s hand as well 
as a hypodermic 
needle in the door 
handle of the driv-
er’s door. After Dep-
uty Buckler knocked 
on the window, Al-
baugh woke up and 
exited the vehicle. A 
search of the vehicle 
was conducted which resulted in six 
syringes, ten clear capsules containing 
a white powder substance suspected to 
be heroin, a metal spoon with residue 

and burn marks, a piece of cotton, six 
packages of an unknown substance, 
and two plastic bags containing un-
known powder substances. Also lo-
cated was a metal tray with powder 
residue and a lock box containing vari-
ous storage containers and bags each 
containing suspected marijuana and 
THC wax, and a digital scale with resi-
due. A search of Albaugh’s person re-
sulted in two clear capsules each con-
taining powder residue. Albaugh was 
placed under arrest and transported to 
the Calvert County Detention Center 
where he was charged with CDS: Pos-
session w/ Intent to Distribute, CDS: 
Possession- Not Marijuana, and CDS: 
Possession of Paraphernalia.

On October 15, 2020, Deputy An-
derson conducted a traffic stop on 
North Solomons Island Road at Dares 
Beach Road in Prince Frederick. Cal-
vert County Emergency Communica-
tions advised the driver, Michael Sean 
Marshall (34), was wanted on two ac-
tive warrants through Maryland State 
Police. Marshall exited the vehicle and 

Deputy Anderson 
detected the strong 
odor of marijuana 
emanating from the 
vehicle. A search of 
the vehicle was con-
ducted which result-
ed in an orange pre-
scription bottle con-
taining two of the 
prescribed pills, as 
well as a suspected Xanax pill which 
Marshall did not possess a prescrip-
tion for, and a pill crushing device 
containing white residue. A search of 
Marshall’s person was conducted re-
sulting in a small black metal object 
containing white powdery residue 
suspected to be a crushed Xanax pill. 
Marshall was placed under arrest for 
CDS: Possession- Not Marijuana and 
CDS: Possession of Paraphernalia. 

Editor’s Note: The above arrests 
are not an indication of guilt or in-
nocence as the cases have not been 
adjudicated.

SVEN ANDREW 
PARKER

MICHAEL SEAN 
MARSHALL

WILLIAM RAY 
ALBAUGH JR

If you would like to place a 
LEGAL NOTICE contact

AlDaileyCountytimes@gmail.com

WWW.SOMD.COM
CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR CHARLES, CALVERT, & ST. MARY’S COUNTIES

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Real Estate

Services
Vehicles

Employment
Child Care

General Merchandise
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The Tri-County Council for 
Southern Maryland (TCCSMD) re-
cently concluded its 2020 Virtual 
Summer Youth Employment Pro-
gram. The program provided par-
ticipants with valuable training and 
necessary work experience for their 
continuous development towards 
building better professional and 
business acumen, occupational and 
leadership skills, critical thinking 
skills and improved decision-mak-
ing abilities. 

The program hosted a total of 83 
youth -- 73 virtual training program 
participants and 10 virtual paid em-
ployment programs participants 
ranging in age from 16 to 24. The 
program focused on virtual training 
and employment for the youth so 
they could receive knowledge and 
work experience on a virtual plat-
form. Participants were able to earn 
a multitude of certifications includ-
ing but not limited to, Advanced 
Site Builder for WordPress, Learn-
ing Web Design with WordPress, 
Internship, and Intro to Mentorship. 

Many of the youth participants 
gladly shared their eagerness to 
participate in next year’s program 
and local business partners were 
impressed with the professional 
work ethics and skills of this year’s 
summer youth participants.

“The TCCSMD 2020 Virtual 
Summer Youth Employment Pro-
gram has been a gratifying and 
fulfilling experience,” says Greg 
Holtz, TCCSMD Youth Programs 
Manager. “To witness the participa-
tion from the TCCSMD’s staff and 
the youth participants demonstrates 

the importance of why we need to 
continue to work harder to find new 
ways to be creative and innova-
tive— program success depends on 
it.”

The 2020 Virtual Summer Youth 
Employment Program was orga-
nized by the TCCSMD Youth and 
Young Adult Services Team, in 
partnership with Affordable A-1 
Printing, Chesapeake Beach Pro-
fessional Seminar, Elite Homes 
and Estates LLC, SoMD Minority 
Chamber of Commerce, and TCC-
SMD to provide participants with 
essential skills, job readiness skills, 
and career exploration opportuni-
ties. Funding for the program was 
provided by Charles and Calvert 
County government s,and several 
state and federal grants.

To apply for next year’s Summer 
Youth Program, email yayacenter@
tccsmd.org or call 301-374-8199 
schedule an appointment. To learn 
more about TCCSMD, visit https://
tccsmd.org/. 

Press Release from TCCSMD.

Virtual Summer 
Youth Program 
Deemed a Success 

Congressman Steny H. Hoyer (MD-
05) on Oct. 23 toured the new Charlotte 
Hall Community-Based Outpatient 
Clinic (CBOC). The facility, which 
was set to open Oct. 26, replaces the 
current clinic and provides state-of-
the-art care for veterans in Southern 
Maryland, close to home. 

"I was so glad to tour this exciting 
new facility,” said Congressman 
Hoyer. “For years, I’ve worked with 
the VA, community stakeholders, and 
our veterans to build a new facility, 
and ensure better care for the veterans 
in our community. This new CBOC 
will expand the availability of health 
care and mental health services to 
veterans in Southern Maryland, and 
provide dental care, women’s health 
care, and physical therapy services. 
I’m glad that the new facility will 
also feature telehealth services so that 
patients can access care virtually as 
we continue to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic."

"Caring for the men and women who 
served our nation is one of our most 
important responsibilities,” continued 
Congressman Hoyer. “I’m pleased 
that after years of hard work, this new 
facility will serve our veterans here in 

Southern Maryland. I join in thanking 
those who brought this project to 
fruition, and congratulate them on 
this wonderful new facility." 

Congressman Hoyer has supported 
the need for a new CBOC in Charlotte 
Hall for more than a decade. In 2010, 
Congressman Hoyer hosted a tour 
of Charlotte Hall CBOC for then-
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric 
Shinseki to demonstrate that the 
existing facility was not adequate 
to provide care to thousands of 
Southern Maryland veterans and urge 
the construction of a new facility. 
Following delays in the construction 
of the facility, Congressman Hoyer 
wrote to then-Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Robert McDonald in 2016 
to request a timeline and plan for 
the opening of the new CBOC in 
Charlotte Hall. In February 2019, 
Congressman Hoyer participated in 
the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new facility. Over the years he has led 
numerous discussions with veteran’s 
organizations focused on the need 
for a new CBOC to better serve the 
community.

Press Release from Office of Rep. 
Steny Hoyer

Hoyer Tours New 
Charlotte Hall CBOC
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Calvert County Public Schools has 
received a 95 percent rating from the 
State of Maryland on the 2020 State-
wide Maintenance Effectiveness Re-
port. The report, which provides an 
overview of the annual maintenance 
surveys conducted across public 
school buildings in Maryland, pro-
vides an assessment summary for 
each school system, conducted from 
fiscal year (FY) 2015 through FY 
2020.  Calvert County’s score indi-
cates that 95 percent of buildings as-
sessed during the last six years were 
rated as Superior or Good, placing it 
among the top five school systems in 
Maryland.   

The annual facility assessment, 
which measures 35 key indicators 
of effective maintenance, looks at 
components that include parking 
lots, roofs, electrical equipment, and 
HVAC. Over the last six years, 19 of 
Calvert’s school buildings have been 

assessed by the State, representing 
nearly 75 percent of building invento-
ry. The FY 2020 inspections continue 
to showcase Calvert’s commitment to 
facilities maintenance, with a total 
of seven schools assessed and rated 
Good on the State assessment. 

Dr. Daniel Curry, superintendent, 
said “With great efforts from both the 
Maintenance and Operations Depart-
ments, CCPS continues to excel in 
maintaining our facilities as some of 
the best in the state of Maryland. It 
is with great pride that CCPS thanks 
the dedicated employees of these de-
partments for their continuing dedi-
cation to the excellence of school 
maintenance.”

Calvert County Public Schools 
maintains over 2.4 million square 
feet of space across 26 buildings and 
is the 12th largest school system in 
Maryland.

Press Release from CCPS.  

School Maintenance 
Gets High Marks 

The Board of Education of Calvert 
County Public Schools on Sept10 ap-
proved the appointment of two ad-
ministrators. Rebecca Amstutz was 
appointed as principal of Mill Creek 
Middle School, and Beatrice Weems 
was named Supervisor of Operations.

Superintendent Dr. Daniel D. 
Curry said, “Ms. Weems has a long-
standing career in Calvert County 
Public Schools, and we are fortunate 
that she is moving into this position 
of leadership. Ms. Amstutz brings 
extensive administrative experience 
from another school district, and we 
welcome her to CCPS.”

Amstutz previously worked in St. 
Mary’s County Public Schools, most 
recently as assistant principal of 
Leonardtown Middle School, a po-
sition she has held since 2013. She 
also served as an assistant principal 
at Leonardtown High School and as-
sistant principal at Margaret Brent 
Middle School. She received her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Lib-
eral Studies and Elementary Educa-
tion from Longwood University in 
Virginia and her master’s degree in 
Educational Leadership Administra-
tion from George Mason University.

Weems began her career with Cal-
vert County Public Schools in 1985 
as a part-time employee at Hunting-
town Elementary School. She later 
transferred to a full-time position 
at Mutual Elementary School, later 
becoming the head night custodian 
there. She served as the acting head 
day custodian at Mutual before be-
coming the Foreman of Custodians 
in 2005. She remained in that posi-

tion until 2011, when she was ap-
pointed the Assistant Supervisor of 
Operations. 

Press Release from CCPS.

New School 
Administrators Appointed

Beatrice Weems

Rebecca Amstutz

According to the Southern Mary-
land Agricultural Development 
Commission’s latest video in the 
Farms in Focus Series, South-
ern Maryland’s climate and long 
growing season aided by high 
tunnels and greenhouses pro-
vides almost optimal year-round 
conditions for the region’s nurs-
ery and cut f lowers industry. 
  SMADC’s newest video in the 
9-part series on Southern Mary-
land’s diverse agricultural profile, 
reveals a thriving garden nursery 
and cut f lower farming industry 
growing up to 80 plant and f lower 
varieties a season generating 750 
million dollars annually with over 
180 million dollars in value-added 
impact. The video expands on these 
statistics to explore the technology, 
skill and artistry involved in raising 
plants and f lowers through the ex-
perience of three growers engaged 
in different cultivation, and busi-
ness models – small and large.

Ray Greenstreet, owner of Green-
street Gardens  in  Anne Arundel 
County, describes his expansive 
family business which includes 
retail garden centers, wholesale, 
horticulture and landscaping opera-
tions, as well as a state-of-the-art 
rooting station that ‘roots’ interna-
tionally sourced cuttings to ship as 
starter plants for growers in Mary-
land and beyond. 

By contrast, many of Southern 
Maryland’s f lower farms are rela-
tively small, nevertheless these 
growers are carving a competitive 
niche in the marketplace.

Priscilla Wentworth Leitch, 
of Anchored Roots Farm in St. 
Mary’s,  explains how she and an-
other small farm are partnering to 
grow a combined f loral inventory 
to supply area f lorists and meet the 

growing consumer demand for lo-
cally grown f lowers for weddings 
and other special occasions.  

The video also touches on the im-
portance of plants and f lowers in our 
daily lives, and particularly how the 
skillful arrangement of color and 
texture can enhance our pleasure 
and wellbeing. “I’m a big believer 
in comfort,” comments Bahiyyah 
Parks, of EcoBlossoms Farm. A cut 
f lower farmer and garden designer 
located in urban Prince George’s 
County, Bahiyyah chooses plants 
for her clients that not only thrive 
in Southern Maryland’s climate and 
soils, but also bring beauty and “an 
expression of life and joy” to the en-
vironment and our communities.

Produced by SMADC, a divi-
sion of the Tri-County Council for 
Southern Maryland, the Farms in 
Focus ‘Nursery and Cut Flowers’ 
edition is available now to view on 
the SMADC YouTube channel. The 
video series, filmed by renowned 
agriculture videographers Ed-
win Remsberg Studios, illustrates 
Southern Maryland’s  key agricul-
tural industries with a combination 
of educational information and pro-
motional marketing to bridge the 
knowledge gap between consumers 
and their local farmers.

Visit SMADC.com  to learn more 
and find farm resources and guides 
to Southern Maryland farms. Look 
for more videos to be released in 
November and December 2020 
featuring Livestock, Forestry and 
Produce.   

The “Farms in Focus” videos are 
made possible by a grant awarded to 
SMADC through the Rural Mary-
land Prosperity Investment  Fund 
(RMPIF).
	 Press Release from SMADC.

Video Series Highlights 
Nursery, Cut Flower 
Industries
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The College of Southern Maryland 
(CSM) inducted 13 nursing students into 
Alpha Omega, CSM’s chapter of the Or-
ganization for Associate Degree Nursing 
(OADN) Alpha Delta Nu Honor Society on 
Sept. 30. It was a virtual celebration that not 
only highlighted the students’ perseverance 
in their pursuit of academic excellence, but 
also put them on notice.

“Those of us being inducted tonight 
not only ‘survived’ CSM’s rigorous nurs-
ing program, but we are getting ready to 
graduate at the top of our class, during a 
global pandemic, under unprecedented cir-
cumstances,” shared student speaker Katie 
Klotz. “Being inducted into this honor so-
ciety, especially in 2020, is an amazing ac-
complishment and shows just how much we 
can achieve if we just keep working hard 
and encourage each other along the way.”

To be inducted into CSM’s Alpha Omega 
Chapter, nursing students must first become 
provisional members in their third semester 
of the program. The student must maintain 
a 3.0 GPA, earn a B or higher in all courses 
required for the nursing program with no 
previous nursing course failures and reflect 
sound moral and ethical values with profes-
sionalism and integrity of the highest cali-
ber. Additionally, the new inductees com-
plete a scholarly learning project and reflect 
on that project.

Klotz went on to point out to her fellow 
inductees that “maybe Florence Nightin-
gale was onto something” when she said in 
1870 that it would take 150 years for nurs-
ing to become all she [Nightingale] envi-
sioned it to be.

“For those a little slow on math, like my-
self – that would be 2020,” laughed Klotz. 
“So, here we are. The nurses of 2020: Those 
envisioned by Ms. Nightingale, herself. We 
are the future of nursing. We are intelligent, 
compassionate, honorable students who 
persevered when it would have been so easy 
to quit. As Florence Nightingale said, ‘I at-
tribute my success to this – I never gave or 
took an excuse.’ Neither did we.”

During closing remarks, Acting Dean of 
the School of Science and Health Dr. Laura 
Polk shared a timeline of important legal 
decisions that led to the significant aca-
demic and professional gains for nursing 
students. 

“In the 1970’s, a simple lawyer named 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg argued a series of 
cases before the Supreme Court that fo-
cused on the issue of equity,” Polk began. 
“Jump forward with me a few years to 1982 
when Justice Sandra Day O’Connor wrote 
the Supreme Court’s majority opinion on 
a case that resulted in an order for an all-
female nursing school to admit men. Jump 
forward with me again to 1996 when Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg, now a Supreme Court 
Justice herself wrote the majority opinion 
on another college case, this time the re-
sult was an order that women be admitted 
to an all-male school, Virginia Military 
Institute.”

Polk then explained that these historical 
moments were examples of how “top indi-

viduals in their field built upon each other’s 
work over time for the good of their profes-
sion, but more importantly for the good of 
public.” Justice O’Connor used Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s work from the 1970’s to sup-
port her opinion in the nursing school case, 
Polk pointed out. And then Justice Gins-
burg used Justice O’Connor’s work from 
the 1980’s to formulate her opinion in the 
1990’s VMI case. 

“As the brightest we have at CSM, and as 
future leaders in nursing, I hope you’ll use 
this as an example throughout your career,” 
Polk said. “Look at the nursing role models 
from Florence Nightingale to current lead-
ers. And build on their work as you create 
your own future in profession.” 

And then Polk put the college’s top nurs-
ing students on notice. 

“The second reason I wanted to share 
this story with you this evening is because 
of the concept of equity,” she said. “The 
1982 nursing school case emphasized ac-
cess to nursing education for men and 
women. For the nursing profession, this is 
especially important. Research tells us that 
our patient’s health outcomes are impacted 
by the diversity of the nursing profession. 
The more diverse we are as a profession 
(not just with gender, but with other attri-
butes as well) and the more that the mem-
bers of our profession mirror the diversity 
of the population as a whole, the better the 
health outcomes for the public. 

“I want to put you on notice tonight as 
future nursing leaders,” Polk continued. 
“We know there is an equity problem in 
health care. We are seeing it daily in the 
data on the effects of COVID-19 on people 
of color. As future leaders in nursing, you 
have an obligation to position yourself to 
promote access to nursing education for 
all, to challenge stereotyped beliefs about 
abilities, and to work diligently to decrease 
the impact of inequity on the health of the 
population.”

Nursing students inducted into CSM’s 
Alpha Omega Chapter of Alpha Delta Nu 
include: Faidat Yetunde Amolegbe, Brian 
Ansell, April Ann Bautista, Charlene Eng-
lish, Grace Kim, Katie Klotz, Tamara Mag-
da, C’Jia Mayfield, Michelle Mejias, Sarah 
Miller, Alexandra Myers, Brianna Reid and 
Kaitlyn Willoughby.

For more information on CSM’s nursing 
program, visit www.csmd.edu/nursing.

Press Release from CSM.

Student Katie Klotz, of Pomfret, addressed her 
fellow inductees as the student speaker at CSM’s 
Alpha Omega Honor Society induction ceremony.

Nursing Students Inducted 
into Honor Society
Urged to Address Health Care Equity 

Community
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Thursday, October 29
Little Minnows
Calvert Marine Museum; Various 

Times
For preschoolers ages 3 – 5, with 

an adult. This program focuses on 
one of the museum’s three themes. 
Join us for story time and a take 
away craft, available while supplies 
last. Sessions are 15-20 minutes. 
Capacity limited to 12 people per 
session. This month’s theme is Ot-
ters: Slip Slide Away. This program 
is now offered at various times 
throughout the day, to accommo-
date guests during all sessions. For 
specific times, please visit calvert-
marinemuseum.com. 

Wednesday, Novem-
ber 4

CSM Literary Connections
Online; 1 pm. - 3 p.m.
CSM continues its Connections 

Literary Series this fall with a read-
ing from CSM Professor Emeritus 
Wayne Karlin during a free and vir-
tual event. In the webinar, Karlin 
will discuss A Wolf by the Ears – 
his recently released novel that tells 
the story of thousands of enslaved 
people from plantations across the 
Tidewater who rallied to the Brit-
ish side, turning against an Ameri-
can republic that had barred them 
from the promises of freedom and 
democracy during the War of 1812. 
Visit https://www.csmd.edu/calen-
dar/community-events/2020-11-04_
connections-wayne-karlin to 
register.

Ongoing
CalvART Gallery
October 7 - November 8
Borders, Boundaries, and Break-

ing Free. Featuring the works of 
Mimi Little and Denise Breitburg. 
We at calvART welcome you to 
come in and enjoy a semi-intimate 
viewing at the gallery or visit our 
new online venue.  Come experi-
ence the variety of art represented 
by these wonderful artists. You can 
view these and many more works at:

h t t p s : / / s q u a r e u p . c o m /s t o r e /
calvart-gallery, https://facebook.
c o m / w w w. c a l v a r t g a l l e r y.o r g , 
https://www.calvartgallery.org

ArtsWorks@7th
ArtWorks@7th announces ‘Local 

Flair’ an invitational show begin-
ning Friday, September 11 through 
Sunday, November 1.  Works by 12 
local artists are featured at the gal-
lery with an opening outdoor recep-
tion Saturday, September 12 from 
11am to 5pm. Browse the gallery’s 
newly renovated space to see excit-
ing new works from invited local 
artists. Physical distance and masks 
are required in the gallery at 8905 
Chesapeake Avenue, North Beach. 
Preview and 24/7 shop online at 
FB www.artworks@7th.com and 
on Instagram or by appointment at 
410-286-5278.

Upcoming
CSM Winter Session
Registration for the College of 

Southern Maryland (CSM) Win-
ter Session opens Monday, Oct. 19, 
2020 offering students the oppor-
tunity to take a full course in four 
weeks. The Winter Session begins 
Dec. 21, 2020. It is an opportunity 
for students to get ahead or explore 
an area of interest, catch up on gen-
eral education courses, take care of 
prerequisites and/or earn credits for 
transfer. CSM’s tuition/fee freeze 
remains in effect. During the Win-
ter Session, IT Help, Online Learn-
ing (myLearning), 24/7 online tu-
toring and library services will be 
available with the exception of be-
ing closed Dec. 24, 25 and 31, and 
Jan. 1, 2021. Visit online to view 
available classes by course number 
or do an advanced search and select 
“2021 Winter Session” to view Win-
ter Session course options. Please 
contact a CSM academic advisor for 
help with the registration process at  
https://www.csmd.edu/student-ser-
vices/advising/academic-advising/
contact-info-and-hours/.
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By Ronald N. Guy Jr.
Contributing Writer

30 October 2019: An ace pitched 
on guts and guile, a cagey veteran 
launched a home run off the foul 
pole, an unheralded mid-season ac-
quisition closed out the game and 
Max Scherzer, Howie Kendrick, 
Daniel Hudson and the Washington 
Nationals won the World Series. It 
seems like yesterday in some re-
spects, years ago in others. Either 
way, it is an heirloom from a differ-
ent reality.

Every New Year’s Eve, my fam-
ily does a year in review (much to 
my children’s chagrin). We talk 
about our trips, accomplishments, 
experiences and obstacles over-
come. The tone and topics will be 
quite different this year. The list 
will include many things that didn’t 
happen – vacations, school plays, 
band concerts and sporting events; 
those that did – wildfires, George 
Floyd’s murder, nationwide protests 
and the local Isaias floods – will be 
difficult to revisit.  

Certainly. nothing has been nor-
mal in the world of sports. The year 
has been marked by long pauses 
in play, bubble cities, abbreviated 
regular seasons, rescheduled games 
and weekly COVID outbreaks. 
Our World Champion Nats didn’t 
get to take a final bow in front of 
a packed house at Nationals Park. 
With all the fits and starts, empty 
stadiums, cardboard cut-outs, in-
juries and opt-outs, the Nats’ 2020 
season, which was supposed to be 
their victory lap, doesn’t feel like it 
happened at all.    

Then COVID took another shot 
at D.C. sports. It was easy to miss 
amidst the chaos of life, election 
madness and a historically packed 
sports calendar – former Capitals 
goalie Braden Holtby signed a two-
year, $8.6M free agent deal with the 
Vancouver Canucks.  

“Former Capitals goalie” - that 
was hard to type.  

There are two sports photos 
gracing the walls in my man-loft. 
Together they capture the biggest 
single plays in D.C. pro sports his-
tory (or at least in my lifetime). The 
first is a painting of John Riggins’s 
famous 4th down run in Super Bowl 
XVII. The second is Holtby’s im-
probable…impossible before he did 
it…late third period save against 
Alex Tuch of the Vegas Golden 
Knights to preserve a one-goal lead 
and ultimately secure a Game 2 
win in the Stanley Cup Finals. The 

Caps, on the verge of being down 
0-2 before Holtby’s save, went on 
to win four consecutive games and 
hoist the franchise’s first Stanley 
Cup.  

I attended a Caps game several 
years ago and the give-away was a 
“Holtbeast” figurine, a Teen Wolf-
ish version of Holtby. It was a goofy 
promo, but Holtby deserved the 
overdue plug. On a team where Al-
exander Ovechkin understandably 
dominates the headlines, Holtby, 
who quietly manned the pipes for 
the Caps for a decade, and did tire-
less charity work for the LGBTQ 
community, was an underappreci-
ated star.  

Now just over two years after 
winning the Stanley Cup, salary 
cap constraints and a talented un-
derstudy – G Ilya Samsonov – have 
ended Holtby’s incredible run in 
Washington. Unfortunately, the 
curtain fell on Holtby’s decorated 
Capitals career in a Toronto bubble, 
in front of no fans and with a team 
that had lost its way under now 
former head coach Todd Reirden. 
Holtby deserved so much more.  

The last few months have been a 
humbling journey. There is so much 
that I assumed would remain static 
or predictable components of life’s 
tempo – flawed pre-COVID think-
ing…suspect I’m in good company. 
I did not give Holtby’s decade of 
steadiness, reliability, decency and 
character its due. Now he’s Vancou-
ver’s prize.  

One day, post-COVID (that world 
exists, right?), the Holtbeast will re-
turn to a standing ovation at Capital 
One Arena. The adulations won’t 
come when or how they should 
have. But what else has happened 
on-plan with the naïve, no-globe-
trotting-pathogen schedule spun in 
our minds these days?  

When we emerge from this fog, I 
suspect that the present will be ap-
preciated for its fragility and that 
the future will be assumed wrought 
with variables. If that means play-
ers like Holtby, and once routine 
events like attending hockey games 
with 20,000 “friends” are celebrat-
ed with a bit more enthusiasm, then 
something good will have been sal-
vaged from this sordid chapter in 
history.      

What will remain a sour mem-
ory is Holtby’s departure - and 
the Holtbeast figurine offers little 
consolation.

Send comments to Ronald-
GuyJr@gmail.com

Farewell, Beast

By Ken Lamb
Contributing Writer

The cold and wind of Fall came 
through on Sunday reminding us all that 
winter is coming.  Our prime fish now 
will be the striped bass that we here in 
southern Maryland call rockfish.  

The bay and rivers have plenty of 
rockfish for everyone, but they can play 
hide and seek on some days.  

The Patuxent has had a good run of 
fish from Sheridan Point to St. Leonard’s 
Creek for weeks, then the fish moved 
south to Gatton’s Bar all the way to 
Hawk’s nest.  A troller ventured out on 
Sunday afternoon when wind and rain 
abated a bit and found plenty of rock in 

about 25 feet in front of St. Leonard’s 
Creek.  There were good fish caught at 
Drum Point too on Sunday.  Live liners 
are using up the last of the summer spot 
and doing very well off Second Beach 
and in Cedar Point Hollow.  Live eels 
work like a charm, too.

The bay has rockfish from the Targets 
to Point No Point and at 72 and 72A.

The Potomac has the fish on the Vir-
ginia side one day and the Maryland side 
the next.  Good days has the fish hitting 
trolled lures from Herring Creek to St. 
George Island.  There are some bigger 
fish in Cornfield Harbor.  The annual 
breaking fish bonanza off Vero Beach 
should start soon.

The Tackle Box 
Fishing Report

Bob Bradley and his 10 and one half inch perch.Bryon Smith and his 26 inch rockfish from the 
Patuxent near the Benedict Bridge.
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To the Editor:
I am writing on behalf of Cal-

vert Collaborative for Children and 
Youth.  There is a great need for a 
permanent community center in 
Prince Frederick to ensure that res-
idents have recreational, commu-
nity building, learning and outdoor 
activities that come with having a 
robust community.  This need has 
been documented over the years by 
Calvert Collaborative for Children 
and Youth, the Calvert Comprehen-
sive Plan, and the Prince Frederick 
Charrette.

We see the development of a per-
manent Harriett Elizabeth Brown 
Community Center as a top prior-
ity of the Calvert County Board 
of County Commissioners.  We 
want to publicly thank our com-
missioners for purchasing the land 
for this project.   That was a great 
step forward, but WE CAN’T STOP 
THERE.  Access to a facility of 
this kind will meet the needs of the 
children, youth, and families in the 
whole Prince Frederick area, and 
indeed countywide.

Our big concern is for the youth 
in Prince Frederick to have more 
safe places for them to play and be 
creative.   Studies show time spent 
in play and games declines by more 
than half as children mature into 
adolescence.   Involvement in mu-
sic, arts and sports can encourage 
youth to tap into their playful spon-
taneous energy.   Some young peo-
ple struggle and feel out of place in 
school.   These young people may 
excel and be a leader in a less tra-
ditional setting, building a sense of 
competence and confidence not ex-
perienced anywhere else.

Many of you know that the Col-
laborative is the guru for Asset De-
velopment which identifies 40 ex-
periences, skills, and attitudes that 
youth need to be successful.  The 
lowest of these assets (nationwide 
and in most places including Cal-
vert County) is the asset dealing 
with constructive use of time. So, 
we must do all we can to afford our 
children and youth the opportunity 

to have more balance in their lives.  
Just as too much involvement can 
lead to stress, anxiety and too little 
personal time, too little involve-
ment can be a sign of depression, 
isolation, or some other unhealthy 
situation.

In addition to our advocating for 
the Center, we have gathered infor-
mation in support of this effort. This 
support has come from Girl Scout 
Council of the Nation’s Capital, 
Calvert County’s Ambassador 
Troop 641, and the Mac Scholars of 
Calvert High School and, of course, 
this is the recommendation of the 
Harriet Elizabeth Brown Commem-
oration Task Force.   Each of these 
groups has stated why a Communi-
ty Center is needed, what outcomes 
we can be expected from youth, and 
how the center will help volunteers 
and other non-profit groups.

Having adequate facilities, pro-
grams and opportunities in Prince 
Frederick has also been recom-
mended in the Charrette Report 
and through the Prince Frederick 
Town Center Master Planning doc-
uments.  This need is still there as 
the current Prince Frederick Town 
Center Master Plan Update focus 
groups are being held. 

We urge you to make this issue  
- that of providing more opportu-
nities for constructive use of time 
by committing to build a permanent 
Harriett Elizabeth Brown Commu-
nity Center – a priority for Prince 
Frederick.  If we don’t do it now, we 
will pay later.  

Please encourage Calvert’s Coun-
ty Commissioners to continue sup-
porting this much needed perma-
nent recreation community center 
by emailing your backing of the 
project to commiss@calvertcoun-
tymd.gov.

Guffrie Smith, President
Debbie Shupe, Office Manager

Calvert Collaborative for Children 
and Youth

St. Leonard
calvertkids@outlook.com

www.calvertkids.org

A Safe Place for 
Children and Youth to 
Play and Be Creative To the Editor:

The Calvert Collaborative for 
Children and Youth (3CY), initial-
ly known as Calvert Crusade for 
Children (CCC), will be closing its 
doors at the end of October. Many 
factors have inf luenced this deci-
sion.  We are grateful for all the 
support received by individuals, 
the community, County and State. 
We feel that we have made tremen-
dous progress in meeting our goals 
of:

Identifying gaps in existing ser-
vices for children, youth and fami-
lies within Calvert County and lob-
bying for services to close those 
gaps.

Advocating for resources which 
expand possibilities for families to 
mature in good health, happiness 
and prosperity.

Securing community resources 
to create and support a culture 
where children and youth grow up 
to be healthier, and more caring 
and responsible adults.

Developing organizational lead-
ership to mobilize and deliver chil-
dren and youth activities.

The concept of CCC, which was 
incorporated in 1998, and now 
3CY, was initiated by the League 
of Women Voters of Calvert Coun-
ty under the leadership of Can-
dace Sullivan and later by Marie 
Andrews.

Some key accomplishments that 
we had a hand in were:

Development of a Juvenile Delin-
quency Prevention Board

Establishing “Big Buddies” Men-
toring for 4th and 5th graders

Assisting with launching the 
Joint Americorps Service Project

Spreading the Developmental 
Asset concept which identifies 40 
experiences, skills and attitudes 
children and youth need to be 
successful.

Supported Boys and Girls Club 
of Southern Maryland development 
and programs in North Beach

Led efforts to secure Aquatic 
Center in Prince Frederick

Held youth forums throughout 
the County

Celebrating leaders and oth-
ers who were “Champions for 

Children”
Assisting with National Night 

Out events throughout Calvert
Helped start the youth leadership 

group “Our Common Calvert”
Collaborated with Prince Freder-

ick Coalition advocating for a Com-
munity Center in Prince Frederick

Actively participated in Strong 
Schools Maryland campaign

We cannot take full credit for 
what has been accomplished be-
cause we have partnered with many 
organizations, groups, etc.   Some 
of our partners have included Unit-
ed Way, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
Calvert County Public Schools, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Calvert 
County Family Network, County 
Commissioners, Boys and Girls 
Club of Southern Maryland, South-
ern Maryland Tri-County Commu-
nity Action Committee, Baltimore 
Gas and Electric, Calvert County 
Health Department, local Day Care 
Centers, Department of Social Ser-
vices, League of Women Voters of 
Calvert County, Calvert Alliance 
Against Substance Abuse, and 
many others.

We truly feel that the work of the 
Collaborative will be seen through 
works of many other groups in the 
county. We encourage you to sup-
port these groups and their ini-
tiatives. As the Children At Risk 
Report stated, “We must come to-
gether as private citizens, helping 
professionals, community groups 
and public officials to protect our 
children in their formative stages 
and assure that they realize their 
full potential.”  That philosophy 
“gave birth” to the Calvert Crusade 
for Children and it has guided Cal-
vert Collaborative for Children and 
Youth throughout our history.

Again, we thank all who have 
supported 3CY, volunteered with 
us and served on our Board of 
Directors throughout the last 22 
years. You have been the backbone 
of our success.

Guffrie Smith, President
Calvert Collaborative for Children 

& Youth – 3CY
calvertkids@outlook.com

www.calvertkids.org

Youth Group Closing
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Mary Ann Theresa 
Gilmer

Mary Ann The-
resa Gilmer, 86, 
of St. Leonard, 
MD passed away 
on October 21, 
2020 at South 
River Healthcare 
Center.

Born April 23, 
1934 in Jersey 

City, NJ, she was the daughter 
of the late Robert R. Worthy and 
Gertrude (O’Toole) Worthy.

Mary Ann moved to Calvert 
County in 1985.  She was a Li-
censed Practical Nurse and loved 
her nursing career with Dr. Wirth.  
She enjoyed sailing, motorcycle 
riding, and going to hockey games 
with her husband. Mary Ann 
loved animals, especially German 
shepherds.

Mary Ann is survived by her hus-
band, Hensel “David” Gilmer, Jr.; 
children, Gail Beckmann of Olney, 
MD, and Cheryl Gilmer (Art) of 
Dunkirk, MD; four grandchildren; 
and eight great-grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by her son, 
Kurt Gilmer; and brothers, Robert 
M. Worthy and Donald Worthy.

Condolences to the family may 
be made at www.rauschfuneral-
homes.com.

Donato Antonio 
Casarella

Donato Anto-
nio Casarella, 
77, of Lusby, MD 
passed away on 
October 19, 2020 
at his residence.  

Born Septem-
ber 30, 1943 in 
Italy, he was the 

son of the late Giuseppe Casarella 
and Incoronata Gerarda (Procac-
cino) Casarella. Donato was em-

ployed as a barber at East Pines 
Barber Shop for over forty years, 
retiring in April 2019.

Donato is survived by his wife 
Giovanna Casarella whom he mar-
ried on January 5, 1969 in Tori-
no, Italy; his children, Giuseppe 
Casarella (Maureen) of Hunting-
town, MD, Christina Casarella of 
Lusby, MD and Stephen Casarella 
of Prince Frederick, MD; grand-
children, Giuseppe Casarella, Ni-
cole Casarella, and Emily Casarel-
la; and siblings, Carmela Troisi of 
Torino, Italy, and Anna Casarella 
of Torino, Italy. He was preceded 
in death by his brother, Vito A. 
Casarella of Glenelg, MD.

Condolences to the family may 
be made at www.rauschfuneral-
homes.com.

James Thomas 
“Tom” Walker Sr

James Thomas 
“Tom” Walker 
Sr., 84, of Prince 
Frederick, MD 
passed away Oc-
tober 24, 2020 
at home with his 
family by his 
side. Tom was 

born in Grand Rivers, Kentucky 
on January 31, 1936 to Jessie Reed 
and Leta (Stinnett) Walker. Tom 
was a retired Iron Worker with 
Washington Local Union #5.

Visitatio0n will be Sunday, No-
vember 1, 2020, 2-p.m. at Rausch 
Funeral Home-Owings, 8325 Mt. 
Harmony Lane, Owings, MD 
20736.

Funeral services will be Mon-
day, November 2, 2020, 11 a.m. 
at Rausch Funeral Home-Owings, 
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane, Owings, 
MD 20736.

Inter4menrt will be at Southern 
Memorial Gardens, 10155 Ward 
Road, Dunkirk, MD 20754.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Calvert Hospice, 

P.O. Box 838, Prince Frederick, 
MD 20678; 410-535-0892; Link: 
https://calverthospice.org/

James Kleinheinz
James Klein-

heinz passed 
away October 24, 
2020 at his home, 
surrounded by 
family. Jim was 
born in Wausau, 
WI to John and 
Alvina (Beider-
mann) Klein-
heinz. He was the 

youngest of 10 children, having 1 
brother and 8 sisters. Jim grew up 
in Wisconsin and attended Mar-
quette University graduating with 
a Bachelor of Civil Engineering 
degree. He designed ships for the 
U.S. Navy for over 32 years and 
upon retirement consulted for John 
J. McMullen. He was a member of 
the American Society of Naval 
Engineers and the U.S. Hovercraft 
Society.

As a numbers guy, Jim loved to 
play cards. He was also an avid 
photographer and family historian. 
The grandkids have great memo-
ries of him making waves in the 
pool for them, riding tricycles in 
the basement, and playing games. 
He was a man of few words, but 
many puns, affectionately known 
as Jim jokes. He reveled in family 
gatherings, silly games, the annual 
family talent show, and loved his 
time with his dog, Gia.

Jim had a strong faith. As a 
member of St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in North Beach, he served 
as a Eucharistic minister for many 
years. He previously served on 
the Parish Council at St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church. Jim regularly at-
tended Sunday Mass and all holy 
days of obligation. A devoted ser-
vant of God, he left this world a 
kinder, gentler place.

Jim leaves his wife Eileen (Mi-

chel) of 62 years, children Lynn 
(Mike) Weiner, Lori (Wayne) Ro-
manek, Mark (Mary) Kleinheinz 
and Marcia (Matt) Colender; and 
grandchildren Michele Romanek, 
Erica Weiner, Matthew Romanek, 
Michael Kleinheinz, Matthew 
Kleinheinz, Alex Weiner, Maris-
sa (Jake) Herritt, Nate Colender, 
Faith Colender and Josephine 
Colender. He is also survived by 
sisters Carol Strupp and Phyllis 
Lattimer.

Jim is preceded in death by his 
parents, John and Alvina Klein-
heinz, and siblings; Sister Ro-
maine, Dorothy, John Jr., Alice, 
Pat, Jean, and Lois.

A private family service will be 
held to honor his beautiful life and 
legacy. In lieu of f lowers please 
consider a donation in Jim’s mem-
ory to marciacourageinaction.org, 
a non-profit started by an extend-
ed family member (Marcia Cohen, 
sister of Mike Weiner) to provide 
support for cancer patients fight-
ing their battle.

James Henry Les 
Callett

James Henry 
Les Callett, 71, of 
Prince Frederick, 
MD passed away 
on October 24, 
2020 in Prince 
Frederick, MD.

Visitation will 
Friday, October 
30, 2020, 11 a.m. 

– 1 p.m. at Rausch Funeral Home-
Port Republic, 4405 Broomes Is-
land Road, Port Republic, MD 
20676. Funeral service will follow 
at 1 p.m. at the funeral home.

Mary Prudence 
“Prue” Canham

Mary Prudence “Prue” Can-
ham passed away on October 22, 

To Place A Memorial,
Please Call

301-373-4125
or send an email to

info@somdpublishing.net
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Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults, 
Cremation Services and Pre-Need Planning
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Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross
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Owings
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane
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Port Republic
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Lusby
20 American Lane
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In RemembranceIn Remembrance The Calvert County Times runs complimentary obituaries as submitted by funeral homes 
and readers. We run them in the order we receive them. Any submissions that come to 

jenicoster@countytimes.net after noon on Mondays may run in the following week’s edition.
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2020. She was 
the long-awaited 
and beloved first 
child of Ralph 
and Edna Berto-
lin when she was 
born in Denver, 
Colorado on May 
3, 1922. After 
moving to Mon-

tana for a well-remembered year 
when she was in first-grade, 
Prue’s family settled in Seattle, 
Washington, which became the 
home of her heart. There she spent 
a youth filled with roller-skating, 
traveling with her father on busi-
ness trips all over the West, and at-
tending school football games. She 
graduated with a B.A. in languag-
es from the University of Wash-
ington in 1944. During World War 
II she tracked aircraft approaching 
the West Coast and then worked 
for the Army Engineers. Seek-
ing adventure, Prue took the train 
across the country to New York 
City in 1945. There she met John 
“Ed” Canham, who was attending 
medical school with her brother 
at Columbia University as part of 
the Army Specialized Training 
Program. They married in 1947. 
During a military career of over 
30 years, Prue and Ed lived in 
many places: New York City, San 
Francisco, Virginia, Würzburg 
(Germany), Nashville, and Den-
ver. Prue was active in the Army 
Wives Club and held down the do-
mestic front when Ed served over-
seas. Upon retiring from the mili-
tary, they settled in Oakland, Cali-
fornia where Prue was a literacy 
volunteer, enjoyed the symphony 
and opera, was an active member 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Piedmont, and held every officer’s 
position in the Alameda Retired 
Army Wives Club. In 2014, Prue 
moved to Huntingtown to be clos-
er to her daughter. She became a 
member of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Prince Frederick where 
she sang in the choir. Prue loved 
to sing and to read, especially his-
tory, and was an amateur painter. 
She will be best remembered for 
her unfailing love and kindness to 
all who came her way, her sense 
of humor, and her love of beauty 
in all its forms. Prue was preceded 
in death by her husband, Colonel 
John E. Canham, MD, son Fran-
cis A. Canham, and daughter Ann 
K. Ross. Prue is survived by her 
children, E. Michael Canham, 
MD and his wife Susan of Green-
wood Village, CO, Mary Canham 
of Prairie Village, KS, William J. 
Canham and his wife Maureen of 
Bethesda, Michele Lyons and her 
husband Sean of Huntingtown, 
and Melissa Canham-Clyne and 
her husband Jake of New Haven, 

CT, grandchildren Steve, Lara, 
Atticus, Jane, Aneurin, and Kath-
leen, and great-grandchildren Ju-
lian and Emily. She also leaves a 
devoted son-in-law, Wilford Ross; 
sisters-in-law Barbara Bertolin 
and Del Bertolin; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, and friends of 
her children whom she loved. Prue 
passed away October 22, 2020 at 
the Caribbean Breeze Assisted 
Living Facility in Huntingtown.

Services will be held on Sat-
urday, October 31 for immediate 
family only. Family will provide a 
Zoom link to those who request it.

Funeral arrangements by Rausch 
Funeral Home.

Joy Fia Greaff
Joy Fia Gre-

aff, 82, of Prince 
Frederick, Mary-
land passed away 
peacefully with 
her family by her 
side at her home. 
She was born in 
Benton, Michi-
gan on November 

23, 1937 to the late Edward and 
Helen Fia. Joy is also preceded in 
death by her two husbands, Ed-
ward Welch and Robert Greaff, 
and her sisters Elsie Comer, Eve-
lyn Hildahl and Geraldine Walke. 
Joy was a very kind, and generous 
person who loved her church and 
community. She enjoyed camp-
ing, cooking, baking, crossword 
puzzles and eating out. She was a 
life member of the American Le-
gion Post 274 Ladies Axillary and 
she had a close group of friends 
from the Legion that would go to 
lunch once a month, they called 
themselves “The Golden Girls” 
Joy is survived by her children 
Dennis Henderson, Michelle Welch 
(Tina), Cee Cee Dalton (Craig), 
and Kelly Gross (Wayne). Grand-
mother of: William Henderson, Jr., 
Ryan Henderson, Ariel Ashburn, 
Wayne Gross, Jr., Jeremy Hen-
derson and Kayla Lucotch, she is 
also survived by her sisters: Carol 
Kitts, Brenda Garrido, and Rose-
marie Guerrero, numerous nieces 
and nephews’ and faithful com-
panion and best dog ever Manny. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to either Calvert Hospice 
P.O. Box 838, Prince Frederick, 
MD 20678; 410-535-0892; Link: 
https://calverthospice.org/ or Lin-
da Kelly Animal Shelter, 5055 Hal-
lowing Point Road, Prince Freder-
ick, MD 20678; 410-535-7387; Link: 
https://calvertcountyanimalshel-
ter.com//.

Funeral arrangements were 
made by Rausch Funeral Home.

Obituaries

Contributing Writer: 
Lynda J. Striegel

Hello to all of you procrastinators out 
there.  Another year has almost passed 
and you have still not taken steps to pro-
tect yourself and your family with a will or 
a trust.  Why not?  Here are the five most 
common reasons:

1. I’m Never Going To Die: 
Clearly, the first reason not to have a will 

or a trust is unrealistic.  The saying is “no-
body is getting out of this alive.”  In spite 
of this, it is amazing how many people put 
off creating a will or a trust because they 
are afraid.  They think planning for a will 
or a trust will cause them anxiety about 
their own death.   The easy solution to this 
problem is to think about creating a will or a 
trust to protect the people you love.  You do 
not have to face your own death to create a 
will or a trust, just focus on how you want to 
protect those you care about. Without a will 
or a trust, they are defenseless.  And, young 
or old, almost all of us have loved ones we 
want to protect. Even if we are elderly and 
alone and do not have any loved ones, many 
of us want to create a legacy for the charities 
we care about.  If we are young and have 
children, we are already involved in pro-
tecting them.  Without a will or a trust, your 
children could very well end up in foster 
care when you die.  Having children means 
taking steps to protect them.  What good is 
funding their college education if you have 
not created a mechanism to distribute your 
property to them upon your death?   How 
are you helping?

2. I Have No Estate:  
How about the excuse that you have no 

estate to protect?  Do you have a home?  
A car, a boat?  A bank account?  Personal 
property like furniture, jewelry?  All of that 
becomes part of your estate.  If you don’t 
make plans to distribute your property in a 
will or a trust, the state will decide for you.  

3. Everything Is In Joint Name With 
My Spouse Or Child:  

I have heard the excuse that everything is 
in joint name so there is no reason to have 
a will or a trust.  And, it is the case that if 
property is titled in joint name with right 
of survivorship, upon the death of one per-
son, the joint owner takes all the property.  
The excuse is common with spouses.  The 
problem is, of course, spouses often travel 
together.  There are no assurances that both 
spouses will not die together—if they do, 
then what?   You’re back in the same po-
sition without a will or a trust—letting the 
state decide where your property will go.  
And, what if your property is titled as “ten-
ants in common” not as joint tenants with 
right of survivorship?  In that case, each of 
you owns 50% of the property so if one dies 
without a will, the property will not go au-
tomatically to the other but instead the state 
will decide where 50% of the property will 
go. By the way, please check the title to your 
property so you know how it is held.

Many people I talk to think that putting 
their child on the deed to their property 
solves their problem about not having a will 
or a trust.  But, there are tax and other conse-
quences of doing this.  Let’s say you bought 
a house for $50,000 and market value is 
now $100,000.  If you put your child on the 
deed now, that child “takes” their interest 
in the property at the value you paid for the 

property, not at market value.  That means, 
if the child sells the property when you die, 
the child will have to pay capital gains tax 
on the difference between $50,000 and 
$100,000.  If the child takes the property 
when you die through a will or a trust, how-
ever, the child takes the property at market 
value and when they sell it for $100,000, no 
tax is owed.  And, there are other reasons 
not to put your child on your deed.  Once 
you do so, you expose yourself to the child’s 
creditors.  Those creditors may have claims 
on all the child’s property, including prop-
erty formerly owned solely by you. 

4. It’s Too Expensive:  
Have you ever purchased a big screen 

TV?  The average cost of a will is about the 
same as a big screen TV.  Trusts are more 
expensive but do not require probate.  Le-
gal fees for making the probate filings can 
easily become far more costly than a trust.  
I know some people are using will forms 
provided online and a word of caution about 
those.  First, the online services do not pro-
vide legal advice.  It is one form fits all and 
if you do not fit into the form, too bad for 
you.  After hundreds of years, certain com-
mon language has developed that is used in 
a will or a trust and expertise is required to 
use that language.  You would not go to a 
plumber to perform surgery on you.  Why 
trust something as important as your family 
to chance?  Creating a will or a trust is your 
last act of love and affection for your family.  
What price can you put on that? 

5. My Family Will Take Care Of 
Everything:  

Whoa.  The excuse that “my family will 
take care of everything” is simply not true.  
It is amazing how many families fight dur-
ing the probate process, with or without a 
will.  And, I am not talking about fights 
over huge estates.  Otherwise normal fami-
lies allow themselves to be torn apart argu-
ing over property—without a will or a trust, 
the arguments can take on epic proportions. 
“Dad loved me best” and wanted me to 
have the gun collection, “Mom told me 
she wanted me to have the diamond ring”.  
Old wounds re-open, childhood memories 
come flooding back and family nightmares 
are common during the probate process.  
Some people think that the best approach 
is to leave everything to one child, counting 
on that child to distribute everything to his 
or her siblings.  Keep in mind that if you 
leave all your property to one child, that 
child is under no obligation to share it with 
siblings even if  you specifically put your 
intention in writing.  Even if that child is 
attentive to your wishes, what if that child 
has a spouse who wants all the property for 
themselves?  The only way to resolve the 
situation is to make clear that your property 
will go to all the children, not just one.

6.  The bottom line is protect your 
loved ones.  Make a will or a trust and 
do it now.  

I offer no-charge seminars open to the 
public that discuss wills, trusts, powers of 
attorney, living wills and other estate plan-
ning topics at 11am on the third Wednesday 
of every month at my office at 8906 Bay 
Avenue in North Beach. Give us a call at 
301-855-2246 to reserve your spot.  

FIVE REASONS NOT TO 
HAVE A WILL OR A TRUST
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Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
 And AssoCiAtes, inC.

Serving The Community Since 1994

Group Health Insurance  • Individual Market Health Insurance
Dental •  Vision • AFLAC

Life Insurance • Short & Long Term Disability
Payroll Services

Call 301-884-5900 • 301-934-4680 • Fax 301-884-0398
info@cwwains.com • www.cwwains.com

Julie E. Wynkoop
President

John F. Wood, Jr.
Vice President

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
and Associates, Inc.

GROUP & INDIVIDUAL HEALTH • LIFE INSURANCE
EMPLOYER & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PLANNING

28231 Three Notch Road, Suite 101 • Mechanicsville, MD 20659
301-884-5900 (office) • 301-934-4680 (office) • 301-884-0398 (fax)

info@crossandwood.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

Nancy’s Auto/Marine Upholstery
LOOKING FOR APPRENTICE TO LEARN A TRADE.

MUST BE IN GOOD PHYSICAL SHAPE. NON SMOKER.
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT CANDIDATE.

CALL 240-676-8631 TO LEARN MORE.
LOOK US UP ON FACEBOOK AT:

 HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NANCYSCUSTOMUPHOLSTERY/
OR GOOGLE: NANCY’S AUTO/MARINE UPHOLSTERY

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.
Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local  

area full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated.  
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage power washing  
services, using a soft brush to remove deeply embedded dirt.

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION
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410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION
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LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

EMAIL: GTGCONST@WILDBLUE.NET

Fall Clean Up

Ernest Stauffer Landscape Maintenance 
25940 Friendship School Rd Mechanicsville, MD

• Gutter Cleaning
• Pruning 

• Mulching
• Power Washing

Mention this Ad and receive up to 
$25 off Power Washing

Free estimates

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness
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Fun & Games

CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of relic
7. Type of medical 
program (abbr.)
10. Outer defense 
of a castle
12. 1,000 calories 
(abbr.)
13. A way of using
14. Abounding with 
surf
15. Expressed 
violently
16. Shared a 
boundary with
17. Swedish krona
18. Thick piece of 
something
19. Wreaths
21. Animated 
program network 
(abbr.)
22. Regains 
possession of
27. Spielberg sci-fi 
film
28. 2-time Super 
Bowl winner
33. Ice hockey 
position (abbr.)
34. Circulatory 
system parts
36. Supervises 
flying
37. District in Peru

38. Impudence
39. __ willikers!
40. One point east 
of southeast
41. Papas’ partners
44. Youngsters
45. Type of tree
48. A hazy 
or indistinct 
appearance
49. Poems with 
distinct pattern
50. Marketing term 
that denotes price
51. Fast drivers
CLUES DOWN
1. Grenade
 2. Off-Broadway 
theater award
 3. Small, immature 
herring
 4. __-fi (slang)
 5. 007’s creator
 6. Liquefied natural 
gas
 7. Cleanse 
thoroughly
 8. Handle of a knife
 9. Perform diligently
10. Drink pourer
11. Extreme greed
12. Southern Russia 
river
14. Type of cracker
17. Single Lens 

Reflex
18. Barely sufficient
20. Slick
23. Reference books
24. Federally 
recognized native 
peoples
25. Manganese
26. Senior officer
29. Atomic #18 
(abbr.)
30. Tax collector
31. World wonder __ 
Falls
32. Origins
35. Car mechanics 
group
36. MMA fighter 
Urijah
38. Gland secretion
40. Gelatinous water 
creature
41. Good friend
42. Arab ruler
43. Capital of 
Belgian province 
Hainaut
44. English 
broadcaster
45. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
46. Affirmative
47. Trigonometric 
function (abbr.)

L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
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DON’T BE FOOLED BY STENY
He No Longer Cares About Maryland Citizens!

Steny was first elected to the US Congress in 1981.With over 7 million dollars
collected, one of the largest contributors to his campaign has been Comcast,
while less than 10% of the money given to his campaign comes from within his
district here in Maryland. A huge amount of money comes to him from California,
NewYork, Virginia andWashington D.C. Voters have experienced difficulty in
receiving returned calls from his office, but surely he personally returns calls for
his big out of state donors.

The 81 year old, Hoyer is 2nd in command of the Congressional Democratic
Swamp. In 1981, he was called “BoyWonder”due to his young age and narrow
margin of victory. He has stayed in power due to gerrymandering of Maryland’s
5th Congressional District since. 39 years later all of us are left wondering, why
hasn’t he retired? He won’t because of the power and money. So we must retire
him ourselves. He deserves the time off to spend with his family and grandkids.

He frequently calls rioters, vandals and thieves “mostly peaceful.”When the
coronavirus came to our country, Mr. Hoyer was more worried about blindly
following the House Speaker in impeaching our president for a perfectly normal
phone call than the virus. He has not condemned the rioters and violence
happening around our country. In 1998, Steny voted NO on subjecting Federal
Employees to random drug tests. In 2000, he voted NO on banning partial birth
abortions. In 2004 and again in 2006, he voted NO on protecting the pledge of
allegiance and in 2003, another NO for protecting our great flag. He voted NO in
2004 on making it a crime to harm a fetus during the act of another crime. He has
even led the current congress in removing God from the Pledge of Allegiance. Steny
has a rating of “F”by the NRA, yet he supports his own security detail to be armed.

We have a great solution, CHRIS PALOMBI for Congress!
Chris Palombi, a 36 year old former U.S. Capitol Police officer, offers a more
patriotic, more enthusiastic leader for our area and country. He owes allegiance
to no corporation or big campaign donor. He only looks to serve all citizens,
regardless of race, creed or income class.

Chris is an advocate for ensuring that all citizens will always be able to maintain
their freedoms and individual rights. He will help stop reckless spending of our
tax dollars. Chris strongly supports having a strong Military, Quality Police, Brave
Firefighters, along with well-funded and top educated Medical workers. He
believes all of this can be accomplished while reducing the overall size and costs
of Federal Government. Chris believes the Federal Government should focus
more on the enumerated powers, while supporting our states in controlling the
rest of their affairs. Chris very much supports congressional term limits and 2nd
amendment rights.

Chris has already established himself as a great community leader. As an award
winning high school hockey coach at St, Mary’s Ryken. Also was an instructor of
AP computer science and current web designer. Chris has helped form citizenship
and team building amongst our youth. Chris lives in Calvert County with his wife
and three children.

The Reppppublican Partyyyy,,,, the ppppartyyyy of Lincoln,,,, will
not tolerate racism in anyyyy wayyyy,,,, shappppe or form.
Just this election cycle, at the Calvert County Republican Central Committee Headquarters, a huge number

of voters have been disgruntled Democrats and Independents’ wanting to switch parties.

Please help us continue to educate our fellow Americans on the differences
between these two parties.

Contributions may be sent to the CCRCC, 424 Solomons Island Road, Prince
Frederick, MD 20678. Meetings are the firstWednesday of each month at the
above address. Find us at calvertgop.squarespace.com or follow us on facebook
at Calvert GOP

VOTE REPUBLICANS!
Not endorsed by any candidate. Paid for and authorized by Calvert County Republican Central Committee, DavidWiley, Treasurer
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