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BBrriinngg  tthhiiss  ccoouuppoonn  iinn  ffoorr  aann  eennttiirree  mmoonntthh  FFRREEEE..  
Use our state- of-the-art equipment, join in 
group Zumba and spin classes, and try out our 
customized and personal training… aallll  aatt  nnoo  
ccoosstt  ffoorr  tthhee  eennttiirree  mmoonntthh  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  22002222..  

2211660000  GGrreeaatt  MMiillllss  RRooaadd,,  
LLEEXXIINNGGTTOONN  PPAARRKK,,  MMDD  

PPhhoonnee::    330011–886622–33448888    

♦ 200+ pieces of equipment 
♦ Cardio equipment 
♦ Dedicated free weight area 
♦ BodyPump and BodyCombat 
♦ Group X Training 
♦ Spin Room 
♦ Yoga and Zumba classes 
♦ Group exercise studio 
♦ Certified Physical Therapist onsite 
♦ Health Assessments 
♦ Vitality bed (coming soon) 
♦ Lockers and showers 
♦ Staffed day care 
♦ And our awesome Juice Bar & 

Smoothie Station!    

Celebrate a new 
you in 2022… 

Because JANUARY IS ON US at 
Potomac total fitness!!! 
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Offer expires 12/31/21

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Six St. Mary’s County attorneys 
have submitted their names to Gov. 
Larry Hogan to replace Judge David 
W. Densford, who recently retired 
on his 70th birthday.

They are Sue Armitage, Buffy 
Giddens, Amy Lorenzini, Shane 
Mattingly, Daniel Slade and Marsha 
Williams.

Densford served the last 10 years 
in the position on the St. Mary’s 
County Circuit Court after winning 
the election and whoever is selected 
to replace him will serve until the 
next election in 2022.

Before being elected, Densford 
was first appointed to the position 
by then-Governor Martin O’Malley 
to serve the remainder of the term of 
Judge C. Clarke Raley.

Circuit Court Judges are mandated 
to retire at the age of 70.

Giddens has been a prosecutor 
since 2006, first working in Balti-
more City and Anne Arundel County 
before coming to work in St. Mary’s.

“I like the county and I think I’d 
be a good judge,” Giddens told The 
County Times.

She said her job allows her to help 
people and she wants the opportu-
nity broaden that ability as a jurist.

“There’s more that I can do in that 
regard,” Giddens said.

Sue Armitage said her 30-year le-
gal career has given her a broad ba-
sis of experience that would make 
her a good candidate for the bench.

She specializes in family law.
“I’ve seen all types of cases,” Ar-

mitage said. “I love to pick apart 
facts; I can see things clearly.

“Family law is emotionally 
charged, those are difficult cases.”

Armitage said more than 60 per-
cent of cases in St. Mary’s Circuit 
Court are family law cases.

Williams, of the law offices of 
Williams, McClernan and Stack in 
Leonardtown, has been a lawyer for 
more than 20 years, she said, and 
has lived in St. Mary’s County since 
2002.

“I think it would be rewarding 
[to be a judge,]” Williams said. 
“I believe in giving back to the 
community.

She added she would be a “firm 
but fair” judge.

From 2002 to 2017 she worked for 
the Southern Maryland Legal Aid 
office representing children in fos-
ter care.

Prior to that, she worked as a do-
mestic violence attorney for the 
House of Ruth in Prince George’s 
County.

Virtually all of her career has been 
working in the field of family law 
in which she said she has “a wealth 

of knowledge” that would make her 
well qualified to deal with the ma-
jority of cases in circuit court.

Lorenzini works for a Prince Fred-
erick law firm but lives here in St. 
Mary’s County, she clerked for now-
retired Judge Marvin Kaminetz after 
law school and worked in the coun-
ty’s state’s attorney’s office for two-
and-a-half years as a prosecutor.

Since 2005 she has been in private 
practice.

“I want a new challenge and the 
opportunity to give back to the com-
munity,” Lorenzini said of why she 
wanted to be a judge.

She has worked in criminal and 
family law and has been specializing 
in the last several years in civil law, 
Lorenzini said.

“I’ve done a smattering of all dif-
ferent things,” she said. “The diver-
sity of my practice would be of great 
benefit to St. Mary’s County.”

Slade, whose father is a retired 
judge, is a lifelong Leonardtown res-
ident who operates an office there.

He said about 20 percent of his 
practice is working in criminal law 
with the majority of his work in the 
civil and family law arenas.

Slade has deep experience in deal-
ing with wills, real estate and trusts.

“It’s been an honor serving the 
people in the county,” Slade said. “I 
want to step up to the plate and move 
to a higher level of service.”

Mattingly did not return phone 
calls seeking comment for this 
article.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Attorneys Vie for Circuit 
Court Judge Seat

Amy Lorenzini

Dan Slade

Sue Armitage

Buffy Giddens

Marsha Williams

From our Family to yours
-the County times
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LASIK

Laser Cataract Surgery

Reading Vision Surgery

Diabetic Eye Care
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Call 301.895.2020 

To Schedule Today!Dr. Mark Whitten & Dr. Erin Benjamin

"I love my 

new vision!"

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The state Board of Public Works 
recently authorized a payment of 
$15,000 to Dr. Kyle Bishop, once 
the assistant dean of students at St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland, over 
a complaint she filed last year with 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) about being 
passed over for a promotion in an al-
legedly unfair manner.

Bishop is now serving as the Dep-
uty Health Officer of St. Mary’s 
County.

Documents from the most recent 
public works board meeting state 
the payment of damages was “in full 
settlement of all claims” Bishop had 
filed with the EEOC.

Susan Dyer, chair of the Board of 
Trustees at St. Mary’s College said 
the issue came stemmed from a de-
cision made by college President Dr. 
Tuajuanda Jordan to name Derek 
Young as Dean of Students instead 
of Bishop after the former dean had 
moved out of the position.

Dyer said Jordan “selected the 
most qualified person” for the job 
and that the trustees stood by her de-
cision but a conversation Jordan had 

with Bishop over the selection pro-
cess gave grounds for the complaint.

“A statement about race was made 
in a private conversation,” Dyer said 
of the exchange between Bishop and 
Jordan.

Bishop is white; Jordan and Young 
are black.

Dyer said that Jordan had told 
Bishop that given significant ra-
cial and social strife that gripped 
the country in 2020 that an African 
American would be a better can-
didate for the position of dean of 
students.

“The statement was inappropri-
ate,” Dyer said. “It was not germane 
to the selection process.

“Mistakes like this have conse-
quences; we look forward to moving 
on.”

Young is currently listed as the in-
terim dean of students at the college.

The student body at St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland is approximate-
ly 70 percent white, about 10 per-
cent black with the remainder of the 
student body made up of Hispanic, 
Asian or other ethnicities.

Jordan declined further comment 
for this article.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

State Pays Over Complaint 
Against St. Mary’s College

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

A new gravel mine on 150 acres 
off of Morganza-Turner Road got 
final approval from the Board 
of Appeals at a Nov. 18 meet-
ing, though the project had been 
strongly opposed by the sur-
rounding community since it was 
announced.

The proposal had several rounds 
of hearings before the appeals 
board since the summer, once be-
ing cancelled in July due to a trop-
ical storm.

The vote to approve the proj-
ect was split 3-to-2; after the vote 
there were still calls from the audi-
ence against the board’s decision.

The applicants, Ed and Kathleen 
Sloan, were represented by attor-
ney Christopher Longmore.

Chief among the concerns of 
neighbors to the site were traffic 
safety, especially sharing a rural 
route with more, large, gravel-
loaded dump trucks.

The board placed a long list of 

conditions on the operations of the 
plant, including a 100-foot buffer 
around the actual mining site lo-
cated in the interior of the larger 
parcel. Only 300 round-trips of 
dump trucks are permitted during 
the entire business week; the daily 
maximum allowed would be just 
80 round trips.

The operation must also have a 
water truck on site to reduce dust 
and debris in the community; the 
site also can only operate from 
7:30a.m. to 5p.m. from Monday 
through Friday and only on Satur-
day for maintenance from 8a.m. to 
noon.

No operations would be allowed 
on Sunday, nor would any burning 
be allowed on the site.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Mechanicsville Gravel Pit 
Approved
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(The Conscience of the 7th District)
AND READ THE UPDATED SECTION ENTITLED 

“REVIEW OF COUNTY EVENTS” 
FOR A COMPREHENSIVE CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE:

Event Sponsors and Advertisers Take Note

 1. St. Mary’s County
     Oyster Festival

 2. The Historic Sotterley’s
     NovemBEER

 3. St. Mary’s
     County Fair

4. 7th District Optimists/St.
    Clément’s Hundred
    Blessing of the Fleet

Read the overview of the 7th District community service organizations.

BOONDOGGLE
Humans kill themselves off through pandemics, war, racial and 

societal conflict, and governmental ineptitude & malfeasance. 
Observe an Earth run by Dogs where those dirty humans get a 
well-deserved comeuppance for despoiling Mother Earth, their 
cruelty to Animals including themselves, and their disobedience 
to God. Read the comments about St. Mary’s County on the 
bottom of the page 287.

Purchase a copy at Amazon & Kindle, Barnes and Noble & 
Nook, Walmart; and  www.BoonDOGgle.dog; or check out a 
free copy at all three branches of the St. Mary; s County Library.

From Local Author Richard Lord

Dogs Rule! 

www.BoonDOGgle.dog
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Prudential Advisors is a brand name of The Prudential Insurance Company 
of America Newark, NJ and its subsidiaries. Offering financial planning and 
investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to 
separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and 
services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing 
insurance companies. 1-800-778-2255. Prudential, the Prudential logo and 
the Rock symbol are service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc., and its related 
entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide.

1037285-00002-00 EXP. 06/24/2022

301-861-8503
Jessica Light
MBA, CFP®

Financial Planner
Prudential Advisors
jessica.light@prudential.com

I am here to help guide you in today’s uncertain environment. 
From managing day-to-day finances to investing in volatile 
markets, we’ll work together to create a strategy that provides 
protection and peace of mind for your financial future. 

Call today!

Our way of life may have changed, 
but my commitment to you remains 
the same.

www.baldwinbriscoe.com
lexington park, maryland

Free 
consultation
For personal 

injury 

301-862-4400 

personal injurypersonal injury  
& & car crashescar crashes

Commissioners Praise 
County Attorney After 
'Embarrassing' Hearing
By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The verbal battle between Re-
districting Board Chair Richard 
Johnson and County Attorney 
David Weiskopf at that body’s 
Nov. 30 hearing made for one of 
the most watched video record-
ings ever on the county’s YouTube 
page.

Both men went back and forth 
over how to run the meeting, with 
Johnson attempting to take over 
the meeting by claiming Robert’s 
Rules of Order with Weiskopf of-
ten shouting at him in direct con-
frontation during the one-hour-
and-16-minute meeting.

At stake was weather Johnson 
would be allowed to take forward 
a controversial redistricting map 
for county commissioner districts 
without any further changes based 
on a bevy of residents’ concerns 
about gerrymandering and voter 
dilution.

Johnson would suppress nearly 
all attempts by his fellow board 
members to make motions to 
break deadlocks and tried to ad-
journ the meeting under his own 
authority, which Weiskopf railed 
against.

Though some told county lead-
ers they thought Weiskopf went 
too far in his role that night; 
most commissioners came to his 
defense.

“I want to thank Mr. Weis-
kopf,” said Commissioner John 
O’Connor during this week’s busi-
ness meeting. “When I hire an at-
torney I want them to represent 
me with all the vigor they possibly 
have. All of it.”

O’Connor said Weiskopf stood 
up for the rule of law when it was 
under attack.

“If he was not the county attor-

ney, I sure as 
heck would 
give him a re-
tainer to rep-
resent me,” 
O ’ C o n n o r 
said. “I don’t 
want some-
one who is 
going to be 
meek, who is 

going to stand by and watch the 
perversion of our democracy… 
and watch laws and regulations be 
discarded.

Weiskopf’s actions, though not 
appropriate in every situation, 
were the right course of action 
Nov. 30.

“His method might be unortho-
dox, borderline emotional, but I 
like it,” O’Connor said. “Right on, 
Right on.”

Both Commissioner President 
James “Randy” Guy and Com-
missioner Eric Colvin supported 
Weiskopf’s actions; Guy lament-
ed the increase in emotional out-
bursts at one meeting in particu-
lar, which involved the concept 
cite plan for a new YMCA.

Supporters of the project loudly 
called on commissioners to move 
ahead at a recent meeting, but their 
calls had the opposite reaction.

“I’m embarrassed over several 
meetings we’ve, had one of them… 
was the one about the YMCA,” 
Guy said. “This is a business 
meeting and we don’t need that.  
“The first half of [the redistrict-
ing meeting] was truly embarrass-
ing… Mr. Weiskopf was engaged, 
he did a good job.”

Guy said nothing of Johnson’s 
actions during the meeting; John-
son was Guy’s appointee to the re-
districting board.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

WWW.SOMD.COM • CLASS.SOMD.COM
YOUR ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR CHARLES, CALVERT, & ST. MARY’S COUNTIES

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

REAL ESTATE • SERVICES 
VEHICLES • EMPLOYMENT

CHILD CARE
GENERAL MERCHANDISE

David Weiskopf
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Our Entire Line 
Of Quality 
Bedding Is 
Now On SALE!

Great Last Minute Gift Ideas For Everyone!
15% OFF
ALL FURNITURE
PLUS, FREE FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS*

With Prices This Low You Can Get Every Room Ready Before Your Guests Arrive!
Incredible Savings On Furniture For Your Living Room, Dining Room, Bedroom, Family Room

Don’t Forget To Stop By And View Our Exciting Christmas Window DisplayIn The Front OfOur Store!

urnitureGalleryFOf Prince Frederick

Easy Lift 
Recliners

Open Your Heart To 
Hospice is Holiday!
During this

Storewide Sale If
You Donate $50 to
Calvert Hospice...

WE WILL GIVE YOU

FREE
LOCAL DELIVERY 25% OFF

ALL Accessories
Lamps, Pictures 

& More!
Gift Cards Available

*Visit Store For Details!  Local delivery. Closeouts & 
Special Deals Excluded. Some items limited quantities 443 975-7313

559 Solomons Island Road North  
Prince Frederick, MD

(In The Fox Run Shopping Center)

12-6-2021- 1-2 Page Post Tab (Christmas) _Post PW Tab 1-6-2013 (Clearance)  12/6/21  4:15 PM  Page 1

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The levels of new COVID-19 
infections in St. Mary’s Public 
Schools have dropped to below 
the state average, Superintendent 
Dr. J. Scott Smith told the board 
of education this week, after many 
weeks of being well above that 
average.

“There’s good news to share 
on the COVID front,” Smith said 
Dec. 1 at the school board’s busi-
ness meeting. “We are finding 
ourselves on the other side, per-
haps, of the Delta variant.”

The county’s new case rate is 
9.56 per 100,000 residents, while 
the state’s is over 15.

The county’s latest data shows 
that there were just 92 new cas-
es of the virus reported here last 
week, down from over 600 in the 
beginning of October.

Being below 100 new cases per 
week, Smith said, meant that the 
county moved down from a high 
transmission rate to what is known 
as a substantial transmission rate 
for the first time since July.

The positive shift here does not 

mean that students, faculty and 
staff can divest themselves of the 
face masks they wear; that is still 
a mandate from the state Board 
of Education that all who are in 
school facilities must still wear 
them.

“We have people doing the right 
thing,” Smith said. “People are 
masking when they have to and 
getting vaccinated.”

The school system has offered 
$200 to employees who provide 
proof of full vaccination, Smith 
said, and is willing to provide an-
other $200 upon proof of receiv-
ing a COVID booster shot.

The number of cases in schools 
has dropped precipitously, accord-
ing to data Smith presented to the 
school board Wedensday.

In the week of Oct. 3 there were 

90 reported COVID-19 cases in 
students, the data showed — by 
the week beginning Nov. 21 there 
were just six student cases.

In September there were over 
500 such cases, Smith said.

“We’re in pretty good stead,” 
Smith said. “Things are definitely 
getting better.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Smith Hopeful Schools Leaving Delta COVID Behind
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HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 
COOKIE WALKCOOKIE WALK

Mix & Match • holiday cookies
thursday deceMber 9 thru saturday deceMber 11 10aM - 6pM

avaliable at all 4 stores

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT
WWW.mckAySSUpErmArkETS.cOm 

STOrE HOUrS:  
7 am – 10 pm 

LEONArDTOWN
40845 Merchants Lane

Leonardtown, MD

TO ASSURE SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF SALE ITEMS, WE MUST RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT THE PURCHASE OF SALE ITEMS EXCEPT 
WHERE OTHERWISE NOTED. NON SOLD TO DEALERS OR WHOLESALERS.  NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRPAHICAL ERRORS.  

ARTWORK FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES ONLY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.  NOT ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE AT ALL LOCATIONS.

.77
18-Ct. Grade A
Sauder Maryland
Fresh Large Eggs

2/$5                                                   2/$5                                                   

2/$5                                                   

                                                   

Gallon, Selected

All Star
Milk

22-Oz. Buttermilk Or

Sunbeam
Sandwich Bread

9.5 To 12-Oz., Selected

Utz
Tortilla Chips

12-Oz. Cans, Selected

20-Pack
Coke Products

7 To 11.5-Oz., Selected

Lay’s Kettle Chips
Or Doritos

Half Gallon

Trickling Springs Creamery
Organic Milk

3-Lb. Roll

73% Lean
Ground Beef

12-Inch, Selected

DiGiorno Or California
Pizza Kitchen Pizzas

4.75 To 7.5-Oz., Selected

Pepperidge Farm
Milano Cookies

14-Oz. Bag 41/50-Ct.

EZ Peel Raw
Medium Shrimp

3.5 To 13-Oz., Selected

Nabisco Chips Ahoy
Or Snack Crackers

Oven Roasted Or Buffalo

Kretschmar
Chicken Breast

HOLIDAY
COOKIE WALK

Mix & Match • Holiday Cookies
Thursday December 15 thru Sunday December 18

10AM - 6PM

With
This
Coupon!

500
                                                   

3/$5                                                   500
                                                   2/$5                                                   

500
                                                   500

                                                   500
                                                   2/$5                                                   

500
                                                   

Celebrating
Small Business Saturday

All Weekend Long!
PRICES GOOD FRIDAY NOV. 25 THRU SUNDAY NOV. 27, 2016

MCKAY’S COUPON - GOOD 11/25 - 11/27, 2016

.77 18-Ct. Grade A Fresh
Sauder Maryland
Large Eggs

LIMIT 1 COUPON PER CUSTOMER PLEASE
GOOD AT YOUR McKAY’S STORES ONLY.     PLU 706

Lb.

cHArLOTTE HALL
37670 Mohawk Drive

Charlotte Hall, MD

HOLLyWOOD
23860 Hollywood Road

Hollywood, MD

HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 
COOKIE WALKCOOKIE WALK

Mix & Match • holiday cookies
thursday deceMber 10 thru saturday deceMber 12 10aM - 6pM

avaliable at all 3 stores

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT
WWW.mckAySSUpErmArkETS.cOm 

STOrE HOUrS:  
7 am – 10 pm 

LEONArDTOWN
40845 Merchants Lane

Leonardtown, MD

TO ASSURE SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF SALE ITEMS, WE MUST RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT THE PURCHASE OF SALE ITEMS EXCEPT 
WHERE OTHERWISE NOTED. NON SOLD TO DEALERS OR WHOLESALERS.  NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRPAHICAL ERRORS.  

ARTWORK FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES ONLY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.  NOT ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE AT ALL LOCATIONS.

.77
18-Ct. Grade A
Sauder Maryland
Fresh Large Eggs

2/$5                                                   2/$5                                                   

2/$5                                                   

                                                   

Gallon, Selected

All Star
Milk

22-Oz. Buttermilk Or

Sunbeam
Sandwich Bread

9.5 To 12-Oz., Selected

Utz
Tortilla Chips

12-Oz. Cans, Selected

20-Pack
Coke Products

7 To 11.5-Oz., Selected

Lay’s Kettle Chips
Or Doritos

Half Gallon

Trickling Springs Creamery
Organic Milk

3-Lb. Roll

73% Lean
Ground Beef

12-Inch, Selected

DiGiorno Or California
Pizza Kitchen Pizzas

4.75 To 7.5-Oz., Selected

Pepperidge Farm
Milano Cookies

14-Oz. Bag 41/50-Ct.

EZ Peel Raw
Medium Shrimp

3.5 To 13-Oz., Selected

Nabisco Chips Ahoy
Or Snack Crackers

Oven Roasted Or Buffalo

Kretschmar
Chicken Breast

HOLIDAY
COOKIE WALK

Mix & Match • Holiday Cookies
Thursday December 15 thru Sunday December 18

10AM - 6PM

With
This
Coupon!

500
                                                   

3/$5                                                   500
                                                   2/$5                                                   

500
                                                   500

                                                   500
                                                   2/$5                                                   

500
                                                   

Celebrating
Small Business Saturday

All Weekend Long!
PRICES GOOD FRIDAY NOV. 25 THRU SUNDAY NOV. 27, 2016

MCKAY’S COUPON - GOOD 11/25 - 11/27, 2016

.77 18-Ct. Grade A Fresh
Sauder Maryland
Large Eggs

LIMIT 1 COUPON PER CUSTOMER PLEASE
GOOD AT YOUR McKAY’S STORES ONLY.     PLU 706

Lb.

cHArLOTTE HALL
37670 Mohawk Drive

Charlotte Hall, MD

HOLLyWOOD
23860 Hollywood Road

Hollywood, MD

Route 5 & Mohawk Drive
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-884-5636

The Shops at Breton Bay
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-997-1828

Route 245
Hollywood, MD 20636

301-475-2531

Route 5 & Mohawk Drive
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-884-5636

The Shops at Breton Bay
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-997-1828

Route 245
Hollywood, MD 20636

301-475-2531

22599 MacArthur Blvd.
California MD 20619 

240-237-8266

ASSORTED VARIETIES WILL BE PRE-PACKAGED IN 
CHRISTMAS BOXES  FOR YOUR CONVIENENCE.
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seekingshelter.com • 240-781-8911

A LIFE WELL LIVED 

Please consider supporting The Mission with a donation: Send Checks To: 
The Mission, P.O Box 2011 California MD 20619 or a Credit Card donation can be made at:

THE MISSION

Robert Eugene Myers 57 of Leonardtown, Maryland was called home by the Lord, Saturday November 
27,2021 at MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital, Leonardtown, Maryland, surrounded by family. 

Robert was born July 11,1964 at Beverly Hospital in Montebello, California to the late Kaye Marie (Brendos) 
Clark and Leland Myers. The late Harry Leeland Clark raised Robert since an infant.

June 20, 1987 Robert married Melinda Stover in Irvine California where Robert was stationed at Tustin 
MCAS. He then moved to D.C. where he served at the Pentagon and then later moved to Brenton Bay in 
1997. 

Robert received an MBA from the Florida Institute of Technology (FIT) and BS in Business Administration 
from Regis University. Robert is a retired 20-year veteran serving in both the United States Marine Corps & 
US Airforce. Robert in June 2021 retired from the Department of the Navy after 19 years working as a Senior 
Contracts Specialist, procuring major weapon systems, and engineering services for the Navy.

Robert’s life’s passion was serving the Lord and has been in 
the Missions field and leading various ministries for 36 years. 
He led outreach activities on Tustin Maine Corps Air Station, 
supporting overseas pastors during his numerous West PAC 
deployments to the Philippines. Robert led evangelist activities 
on the USS New Orleans and USS Peleliu. Robert over a 1-year 
period led an Evangelistic Ministry which consisted of walking a 
12’ Cross all over St. Mary’s County and Washington D.C.

Robert founded The Mission in 2005, with it closing for a short 
time and reopening in 2012, where he served as the Senior 
Pastor for The Mission, sharing the gospel with local homeless 
and working poor of St. Mary’s County. The Mission recently 
opened the first Christian based Care Center dedicated to 
single men & women. Robert’s poor upbringing never left him 
and he’s heart went out to all those who have little. Robert, was 
the first in the family to own his own home and have a college 
education. 

Robert also loved telling stories and writing poems/prayers 
which he published a few in the County Times and Enterprise/
Southern Maryland News. His latest being last week (Dec 3) in 
both. But most of all he was a very generous person and was 
always blessing someone with something they needed out of 
the blue. 

Robert is survived by his wife Melinda; siblings, his twin 
Richard Eugene Myers (Brenda Kay Moschell) of Leonardtown, 
MD, sister Joan Marie Clark of Charlotte Hall, MD, brother 
Edward (Monte) Myers, Charlotte Hall, brother Fabrice Clark 
(Jeanna Cosbey) of Blue Springs, MO, brother Lenny Clark of 
San Antonio, TX, and nieces, nephews, and cousins. In addition to his parents, Robert was preceded in death 
by his younger brother Henry Michael Clark. 

Robert’s favorite saying was “Let’s all tend to the Father’s Business and not worry about what’s going on in 
the world”. 

The family will receive guests and the community on Tuesday, December 14, 2021 from 
2:30 to 5:00 p.m. with a Celebration of Life Service, including Military Honors at 4:00 p.m., 
at Faith Bible Church, 26325 Three Notch Road, Mechanicsville, MD 20659. Inurnment will 
be held later after completion of The Mission Park.

The entire Mission & Myers Family would like to thank everyone for the hundreds of 
cards, calls and prayers these last few weeks. 

God Bless
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Andrew Mattingly of St. Mary’s 
County didn’t watch as his long-
odds horses crossed the finish line 
in a winning fashion for a $30,018.90 
Racetrax prize.

Superfecta box bet strategy pays off
A Racetrax player from St. Mary’s 

County was running errands and, as 
often happens, decided to play a few 
games. What has never happened 
before, though, did happen, when he 
won $30,018.90 on a Superfecta Box 
bet.

The winner didn’t find out, how-
ever, until he got home and checked 
his ticket.

“I never watch the races. I don’t have 
time for that,” said Andrew Mattingly 
while claiming his prize on Dec. 3 at 
Maryland Lottery headquarters.

As he does once a week or so, the 
22-year-old played high-odds horses 
– 8, 9, 10 and 12 in this case – on a 
Superfecta Box bet for four races. On 
Andrew’s second race, the horses fin-
ished 12, 10, 8 and 9. The Superfecta 
Box shakes out to a 10-cent bet per 
horse per place, but the odds are such 
that the payoff is a handsome sum.

“It’s funny because my wife’s sis-
ter’s boyfriend played the same num-
bers a few weeks ago and won,” said 
Andrew’s dad, who accompanied the 
winner on the trip to claim the prize.

Andrew said he hadn’t given any 
thought to what he would do with the 
money and his dad offered a practical 
suggestion: save some of it!

Sharing in Andrew’s galloping 
success is Murphy’s Town & Coun-
try convenience store at 21270 Abell 
Road in the crossroads community of 
Avenue. The St. Mary’s County retail-
er picks up a bonus of $300 from the 
Lottery for selling a winning Race-
trax ticket for $10,000 or more.

Local News

A total of 97 participants braved the cold water on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021, at Point Lookout State Park 
and over $36,000 was raised for Special Olympics Maryland.
Event sponsored by the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office.

2021 St. Mary's Splash 

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Two proposed projects rejected 
by the county earlier this year, 
one by the planning commission 
and one by the director of the De-
partment of Land Use and Growth 
Management (LUGM), will have 
another chance at getting approval 
tonight with the county’s Board of 
Appeals.

A plan to build a Dollar General 
Store in Mechanicsville at the in-
tersection of Route 235 and North 
Sandgates Road on 2.56 acres 
was rejected back in August by 
the St. Mary’s County Planning 
Commission due to traffic safety 
concerns.

The land was zoned rural for 
limited commercial use and would 
have been the site of a 9,100 square 
foot facility.

In his notice of appeal, the attor-
ney for the applicant, Christopher 
Longmore, alleged that the plan-
ning commission went beyond 
their scope of authority by tak-
ing into consideration traffic con-
cerns “and other adequate public 
facilities” aspects that were the 
purview of the land use director 
to make.

The planning commission voted 
unanimously to reject the concept 
site plan at their Aug. 9 meeting.

In June, Bill Hunt, director of 
LUGM, did not approve a request 
from Thompson’s Seafood on 
Golden Thompson Road to bring 
a tavern use as an addition to their 
business. Longmore, also repre-
senting Shuckit’s LLC, the own-
ers of the Avenue-based restau-
rant, said in his notice of appeal 
that the proposed use was allowed 
in the commercial marine zone 
in which the business operated 
at that the “Planning [Director] 
incorrectly interpreted and/or ap-
plied the applicable zoning ordi-
nance provisions when the Direc-
tor disapproved the tavern use as 
an accessory use on the property.”

Accessory uses, such as the one 
the business operators applied for, 
do not have to go before the plan-
ning commission with a concept 
site plan for initial approval.

In his decision, Hunt argued that 
the property in question “was not 
a conforming marina use” accord-
ing to the zoning ordinance.

The meeting is set for Thursday, 
Dec. 9 at 6:30p.m.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Board of Appeals to Hear 
Dollar General, Seafood 
Restaurant Cases

St. Mary’s Man Wins 
Over $30,000
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By Dick Myers
Editor

Sonja Cox is the 5th ever Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) in South-
ern Maryland Electric Coopera-
tive’s 84-year history. The co-op’s 
first ever female leader began the 
job on March 1. “I started on a 
Monday and before the end of that 
week, by Friday, we were in pan-
demic mode,” Cox said in a Dec. 
1 interview at their Hughesville 
headquarters.

Even though new to that posi-
tion, she was far from a stranger 
to SMECO, having worked there 
since 1999 and had been the co-
operative’s vice president and 
chief financial officer (CFO) since 
2006.

“We had activated our pandemic 
plan. We put together a pandemic 
cross-functional team to deal with 
issues that were coming up. No-
body knew what was happening 
or how to deal with it, because 
even though we had a pandemic 
response plan, we had never test-
ed it. We had never had an actual 
event,” she said.

So, she had been involved in the 
planning. “One of the first things 
we did was figure out a way to get 
our office workers to be able to 
telework, because we didn’t have 
a real live remote work program 
other than for our contact center 
employees. And they only did it 
for a day or two a week. So, we 
were able within 12 business days 
to get 243 people enabled to work 
from their homes,” she explained.

It took a herculean information 
technology effort. “We do have a 
really good IT team, but we put a 
process in place where you had to 
fill out paperwork and your super-
visor signed off on it. And it was 
able to get them access remotely. 
We had to loan out some laptops 
and some monitors and things like 
that,” she said.

Some employees without inter-
net access came in, as did Cox. “I 
felt like I needed to be here since 
our guys in the field can’t tele-
work (they can’t do their job from 
anywhere but in the field), as well 
as our operations team. So, I came 
in every day.”

At first, she said, “We would 
have vehicles parked in some of 
the substations, so they could just 
meet there and leave from a sub-
station or leave from their home 
and go to the job site. We rented 
a bunch of vehicles, so the guys 
wouldn’t have to ride together be-
cause at that time we were being 
told that you need to stay apart, 
you needed to wear masks. My 
fear was that it would get into 
the field crews and spread. And 

we would have nobody to put the 
power back if we had an outage or 
if we had a storm.”

During those early days of the 
pandemic, they only had two 
dozen positive cases among their 
workforce of 500 people who 
serve 170,000 members in all of 
Charles and St Mary’s, most of 
Calvert and a small portion of 
Southern Prince George’s County.

The total positive tests in the 18 
months was about 60, with about 
400 quarantined over time.

“We’re trying to get back to 
some sense of normalcy now 
where we’ve brought our employ-
ees back into the office three days 
a week, and they’re still telework-
ing two days a week,” Cox said, 
“but we’re staggering that, so we 
don’t have a hundred percent of 
the workforce in any of our facili-
ties at the same time.”

Will teleworking continue? “I 
think we will have a lot of em-
ployees, with what we’ve learned, 
and one of those was that you 
can be productive in a tele-work 
environment.”

“It works well for some people. 
Some people don’t like it, they 
want to be back in the office and 
we’re trying to accommodate 
some of that and be a little more 
f lexible.”

They’re not requiring vaccina-
tions and will have to see what 
the courts say about a federal 
mandate. 

“I think right now we only have 
about 60 percent of our workforce 

that’s vaccinated,” Cox reported.
They do have a medical clinic at 

the Hughesville headquarters and 
have had shot clinics there. “We 
did that about eight years ago as a 
way to control some of our health-
care costs. And, it’s been very 
popular with the employees and a 
very good benefit,” she said.

Cox grew up in the small town 
of Hartsville, SC and both she 
and her husband worked in the 
nuclear power plant there. “My 
husband got a job offer up here at 
the nuclear plant,” she explained 
about what brought her to South-
ern Maryland.

Initially they lived in Calvert 
and now are in St. Mary’s. At first 
they lived in Huntingtown. “Our 
kids graduated from Hunting-
town High, and we loved it over 
there and as the kids got older, 
we decided we wanted to be clos-
er. We liked the square down in 
Leonardtown.”

“I went to work right out of high 
school,” she said, “so I didn’t do 
the traditional college route. I 
went to Coker College for a couple 
of years. Then when we moved up 
here, I transferred to University of 
Maryland and finished my degree 
there, got a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting. I got my CPA not long 
after that.” She later got her MBA 
from Johns Hopkins University.

She worked in some accounting 
jobs, “but I always liked work-
ing in the power industry because 
that’s where I started. So, I ap-
plied for a job here and was hired 

in January of ‘99. So, I’ve been 
here almost 23 years now.” She 
started in SMECO as accounting 
and budgeting director.

“Joe Slater (immediate past 
CEO) was my boss and he pro-
moted me to CFO in 2006. And 
then when he decided to retire, I 
decided I wanted to throw my hat 
in the ring for the CEO job.” She 
considers Slater to be a mentor.

SMECO is routinely in the top 
10 of electric co-ops in the coun-
try. They are different in that they 
don’t generate their own power. 
She said, “We manage our power 
supply needs on the market. So, 
we’re trading power in the mar-
ketplace to get the best prices.”

They’re also different from 
many other co-ops in that they are 
regulated (by the Maryland Public 
Service Commission).

“They regulate our rates and 
anytime we need to borrow mon-
ey, they have to approve that. So, 
we spend quite a bit of time up 
in Baltimore with different cases 
that we have with the public ser-
vice commission,” Cox noted.

SMECO had a contract to pur-
chase power from Potomac Elec-
tric Power Company (PEPCO) un-
til 2003 when the state mandated 
“retail choice.”

They now use a firm in India-
napolis called Aces Power Mar-
keting to help them manage the 
power supply. “We have agree-
ments with about 15 different 
power suppliers. So, we go with 
whoever we get the best price 

Sonja Cox: A Power

SMECO CEO Sonja Cox with linemen Calvin Thomas (L) and Andrew DeAtley (R)

Feature
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from; that’s how we manage our 
portfolio,” Cox said.

SMECO has their own solar 
farm in Hughesville. “We’re fol-
lowing the state guidelines, or 
the state mandates as far as re-
newable energy goes. We have 
to have two-and-a-half percent 
of our load from solar generated 
in the state of Maryland. We are 
managing that either through a 
contract for solar facilities and 
we own this solar farm over here. 
It’s a five and a half megawatt so-
lar farm. That covers part of our 
needs. We have a long-term con-
tract on a 10-megawatt solar farm 
down Renner Road in Charles 
County, and that covers another 
part of our needs. And then we go 
out and we purchase solar renew-
able energy credits to cover some 
of our needs. And we’re always 
looking. We have solar developers 
coming to us all the time, bring-
ing us transactions and we look at 
all those from a financial perspec-
tive to see if it makes financial 
sense to go with an actual solar 
power contract or buy renewable 
energy.”

By 2030, 50 percent of their 
power has to be generated by re-

newable energy. Wind is another 
renewable energy source along 
with solar.

To get there, she said, “We 
would just contract with people or 
entities that are building renew-
able facilities. We have a lot of 
wind contracts already,” she said.

The following is the current mix 
of SMECO’s energy supply:

• Natural gas: 56.08 percent 
• Nuclear: 16.72 percent 
• Wind: 15.17 percent 
• Coal: 9.46 percent
• Solar: 1.01 percent 
• Hydro: 0.99 percent
• Solid and Wood Waste: 0.27 

percent 
Cox said, “Our board is looking 

at the environmental attributes 
and how this helps the environ-
ment. So, I believe that we would 
be doing some of this, even if it 
wasn’t mandated.”

She was asked as a large com-
pany if they were having problems 
finding employees, as others in the 
country have. She responded, “It’s 
what keeps you up at night. I think 
the biggest thing is the labor mar-
ket at this point for me. We have 
a very safe and reliable system. 
Safety is always something that is 

top of mind. But we have an aging 
workforce. Our average age here 
is 54. So, one of the things that 
I’ve tackled since taking over is to 
look at our succession plan for our 
line crews, as well as for our engi-
neering and technical staff.”

“Who do we have in the pipeline 
that can come up and take over 
some of these duties as people re-
tire?” she wants to know. “We just 
added another class of 15 appren-
tice lineman. We train our own 
lineman here. It’s a four-year pro-
gram. And right now, we’re run-
ning three classes.”

They have a partnership with 
CSM for a pre-apprentice train-
ing program with available schol-
arships. While in that program 
they spend a week at SMECO and 
“learn some of the things that we 
would teach them in the first six 
months of our program.”

 They’re also doing a cam-
paign to attract engineers. She 
explained, “We’ve put together a 
professional growth plan for an 
engineer. So, if we hire someone 
right out of college, they know 
what they need to do to in order 
to move up in the organization in 
their field.”

  At issue, she agreed, “The 
generation today is looking for 
more of a work-life balance and 
our guys spend a lot of time at 
work because, when you have an 

outage, they’re pretty much 24/7.” 
She added, “And then we have 
storms and they work a lot of holi-
days. They’re very dedicated, but 
I think the potential employees 
that we’re seeing now are really 
looking for more of a work-life 
balance.”

The good news: “I think it’s a 
great place to work. I don’t just 
say that because I’m the CEO. I 
said that from the first day. We’re 
a big company, but we’re small 
enough that you can really get to 
know everybody who works here, 
and we work together as a team. 
It’s like a family atmosphere. I’ve 
worked at bigger, larger compa-
nies where you don’t have that. I 
really feel like we all care about 
each other.”

She added, “I go out in the field 
to visit the guys on the job site be-
cause I want to know how they’re 
doing, and I want to talk to them 
and know how their families are 
doing. I think a lot of our employ-
ees feel that way. And, if you’re 
looking at, from pay and benefits, 
we have great benefits.”

She noted, “We have really good 
vacation. We have 401-k, we have 
sick leave. We have really good 
benefits. I’ve worked in other 
places. So, you know, I have that 
comparison.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Job as SMECO’s CEO
Feature



Thursday,  December 9, 2021The County Times14

MARYLAND STATE 
POLICE BLOTTER 

On 12/3/2021, Tpr C. Riggs 
conducted a traffic stop on MD 
Rt 5 at Baptist Church Road, 
Mechanicsville, MD. A probable 
cause search of the vehicle was 
conducted which yielded multiple 
glass smoking devices, all con-
taining CDS, Cocaine. The occu-
pants of the vehicle were identi-
fied as Kevin Maurice Walls, 59 
of Lexington Park, MD, Sandra 
King, 44 of Pasadena, MD and 
Michelle Sinlao Alvarado, 37 of 
Lexington Park, MD. Walls and 
King both had open warrants 
through the St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office. All occupants 
of the vehicle were arrested and 
transported to the St. Mary’s 
County Detention Center where 
they were each charged with Pos-
session of CDS: Not Marijuana 
and Possession of CDS: Parapher-
nalia. Walls was also charged 
with Possession of CDS: In a 
place of confinement. 

On 12/6/2021, Tpr C. Riggs 
conducted a traffic stop on MD 
Rt 235 at Buck Hewitt Road, 
Lexington Park, MD. A prob-
able cause search of the vehicle 
was conducted which yielded 
CDS Marijuana, greater than 10 
Grams. The driver of the vehicle 
was identified as Gregory Jeston 
Jackson, 32 of White Plains, MD. 
Jackson was issued a criminal 
citation for Possession of CDS: 
Marijuana Greater than 10 Grams 
and released from the scene. 

The following people were 
arrested for Driving under the 
Influence: 

• On 12/5/2021, Jose Antonio 
Jorge-Hernandez, 43 of Temple 
Hills, MD was arrested by TFC J. 
Greathouse 

• On 12/6/2021, Colton Lee 
Dunston, 28 of Mechanicsville, 
MD was arrested by Tpr N. Zack 

The following people were ar-
rested for Open Warrants: 

• On 11/30/2021, Andre Ray-
nard Hillard-Johnson, 27 of 
Washington, DC was arrested by 
Tpr D. Black for Firearm Posses-
sion with Felony Conviction 

• On 11/30/2021, Anthony John 
Knittle, 38 of Lexington Park, 
MD was arrested by Tpr J. Bar-
low for FTA: Driving while li-
cense was suspended 

• On 12/1/2021, Lynece Ziaire 
Kinard, 22 of Leonardtown, MD 
was arrested by TFC M. Posch 
for FTA: Driving without re-
quired license 

• On 12/1/2021, Daysha Nicole 
Montgomery, 24 of Lexington 
Park, MD was arrested by Tpr N. 
Zack for FTA: Driving while li-
cense was suspended x4 

• On 12/3/2021, Desiree Ni-
cole Thompson, 32 of Lexington 
Park, MD was arrested by Tpr C. 
Riggs for Possession of CDS: Not 
Marijuana and Intoxicated Public 
Disturbance 

FOR IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE: December 7, 2021 

• On 12/3/2021, Douglas Ber-
nard Mason, 38 of Lexington 
Park, MD was arrested by TFC 
R. Kaszubski for FTA: Possession 
of CDS: Not Marijuana and Pos-
session of CDS: Paraphernalia 

• On 12/3/2021, Jill Marie 
Knittel, 42 of Hollywood, MD 
was arrested by Tpr J. Pope for 
FTA: Driving while license was 
suspended 

• On 12/5/2021, Dejuan Ant-
wan Stafford, 36 of Lexington 
Park, MD was arrested by Tpr K. 
Poland for FTA: Driving while 
license was suspended x2 

• On 12/5/2021, David Michael 
Swiderski, 34 of Brandywine, 
MD was arrested by TFC J. 
Greathouse for 2nd Degree As-
sault and Malicious Destruction 
of Property 

• On 12/6/2021, James Willie 
Holmes, 26 of Mechanicsville, 
MD was arrested by Tpr N. Zack 
for FTA: Driving an uninsured 
vehicle 

• On 12/6/2021, Sergio Rashad 
Rice, 40 of Hollywood, MD was 
arrested by TFC J. Greathouse for 
Indecent Exposure, Failure Obey 
a Lawful Order and Disorderly 
Conduct 

Editor’s Note: 
The above arrests are not an indication of

 guilt or innocence as the cases have not been 
adjudicated.

41650 COURT HOUSE DRIVE, SUITE 301 • P.O. BOX 288
LEONARDTOWN, MARYLAND 20650

PHONE: 301-475-5150 • FAX: 301-475-6909

LAW OFFICE OF

DANIEL A. M. 
SLADE, L.L.C.

LOKER BUILDING

Cops & Courts

LOCATED IN OLD DOWNTOWN LEXINGTON PARK  
OUTSIDE BASE GATE 2 PAX NAS

MON. - FRI. 6AM - 8PM • SAT. 7AM - 2PM • SUN 8AM - 2PM 

CHRISTMAS STUFFED HAMS 
FOR SALE NOW! 

Order Your Stuffed Hams
by Noon December 17th

By the 
Pound, Half or 
Whole Hams 

Available! 

301-862-3544 
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Find the Magic of Christmas at...
ST. MARY’S COUNTY MUSEUM HOLIDAY EXHIBITS

CHRISTMAS DOLL & TRAIN EXHIBIT
OPEN DAILY • DECEMBER 1ST - JANAUARY 2ND • 12PM - 4PM

ST. CLEMENT’S ISLAND MUSEUM
38370 POINT BREEZE RD. • COLTON’S POINT, MD

FOR MORE INFO FACEBOOK.COM/SCIMUSEUM • 301-769-2222

A VERY RETRO CHRISTMAS
OPEN DAILY • DECEMBER 1ST - JANAUARY 2ND • 12PM - 4PM

PINEY POINT LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM & HISTORIC PARK
44720 LIGHTHOUSE RD. •   PINEY POINT, MD 

FOR MORE INFO: FACEBOOK.COM/1836LIGHT • 301-994-1471

THE EXHIBITS & STORES OPEN DAILY EXCEPT CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY

Museum Store at St. Clement’s Island Museum
38370 Point Breeze Rd., Colton’s Point, MD 20626

301-769-2222

Museum Store at Piney Point Lighthouse Museum 
44720 Lighthouse Rd., Piney Point, MD 20674

301-994-1471

Museum Store at The Old Jail Museum 
41625 Court House Dr., Leonardtown, MD 20674

240-925-3427

 Online Shopping 24/7 – Proceeds support local museums | friendsmuseumstore.square.site

ALL 3 MUSEUM STORE LOCATIONS OPEN

Dec 8 - Jan 2
St. Clement’s Island Museum 
Christmas Doll & Train Exhibit
Admission: $3.00 Adults/$2.00 

Seniors and Military/$1.50 
Children/5 and under Free.

Location: St. Clement’s Island 
Museum

Enjoy a holiday exhibit of an-
tique and collectible dolls (like 
Barbie, American Girl and more), 
classic trains and other retro toys 
in this festive holiday display in-
side the museum from 12 p.m. - 4 
p.m. daily.

UNIQUE GIFTS: Complete your 
holiday shopping inside the Muse-
um Store with affordable art, jew-
elry, books and other local items, 
perfect for everyone on your list!

Museum is closed on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas.

Dec 10 - Dec 12
Casual Christmas at 
Flat Iron Farm
Admission: Free
Location: Flat Iron Farm
Come kick off the holiday sea-

son right in St. Mary’s County! 
Come visit Flat Iron Farm for fun 
holiday activities, say hi to Santa, 
hay rides and pony rides, a pet-
ting zoo, crafts, hot cocoa, holi-
day shopping, and much more!

Hours: 12/10 - 12/11: 5 p.m. - 9 
p.m., 12/12: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Dec 11
Christmas Vendor Show
39590 Sunnyside Rd 
Clements, MD
Admission: Free
Location: Briar Branch Alpacas 

Boutique
Time: 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Enjoy holiday shopping at Briar 

Branch Alpacas Boutique for all 
your holiday needs. Come see the 
alpacas, find the perfect cozy al-
paca product, grab a bite to eat 
and something to drink and enjoy 
the holidays!

Dec 14  
Meet and Greet with Santa
Admission: Free
Location: Town of Leonardtown
Get the opportunity to meet 

Santa one on one! Reservations 
for private Meet-and-Greet with 
Santa are available for families 
with loved ones with disabilities 
and for families celebrating a ba-
by’s 1st Christmas. Please contact 
Brandy Blackstone (brandy.black-
stone@leonardtownmd.gov) to 
reserve a time.

Tuesday, December 14th: 4 p.m. 
- 6 p.m.

Saturday, December 18th: 9:30 
a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Dec 18
Fly-In Farmers Market
Admission: FREE
Location: St. Mary’s County Re-

gional Airport - In The Terminal 
Building

Time: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Visit this unique farmers mar-

ket with local foods and products 
displayed inside the local terminal 
airport. Haven’t seen Santa yet? 
Look to the skies, not for reindeer 
and sleigh, but an airplane. Santa 
is scheduled to land at 11:30 a.m. 
Shop for your holiday fare and 
purchase your next beverage, ap-
petizer, side dish, main course, or 
dessert at this local Airport Farm-
ers Market.

St. Mary's Christmas Calendar
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Open 
Thursday - Sunday 

10:00am - 5:00pm 
Antiques, Vintage, Unique Finds

SHOP LOCAL

THIS HOLIDAY 

SEASON

24435 Mervell Dean Road • Hollywood, MD

240-434-5255 

 

HOLIDAY INN SOLOMONS 
 
Soon to be ….. SOLOMONS INN Resort & Marina 

155 Holiday Drive 
Solomons, MD 

8:00 PM 31 

 

New Year’s 
Eve PARTY 

DECEMBER 

Music By: 
DJ Dave Entertainment 
Doors Open @ 7:00pm 
Music Starts @ 8:30pm 
Theme: Black Tie Casino 
Casino Play 8:00pm – 11:00pm 
 

Party & Guestroom: 
$199.95 per Couple 
$149.95 per Single 
(Taxes Included) 

 

Package Includes: 
Buffet Food Stations 
3hr Casino Night (Benefitting Toys-for-Tots) 
Party Favors 
Champagne Toast @ Midnight 
Cash Bar 7:00pm – 1:00am 
Breakfast Buffet 12:30am – 1:30am 
 

Reservations: 
410-326-6311 (voicemail x2173) or 
sales@hisolomons.com 

South Point Church Aims 
To Be Open For Christmas

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

For the first time in almost two 
decades, the members of South 
Point Church will have a place to 
call their church home.

Construction on their first per-
manent building, located on St. 
Andrew’s Church Road across 
from Fairgrounds Road in Leonar-
dtown, is nearing completion.

Church leadership is confident 
that they will be able to open for 
in person services for Christmas 
Eve.

“We’ve been portable for 16 
years,” said Jennifer Curtis, a 
member of the church’s executive 
council. “So, we’re very excited.”

First the church met at the for-
mer Southern Maryland Higher 
Education Center before mov-
ing to Leonardtown High School; 
they’ve had some of their services 
recently at R/C Theatres as well as 
moving to on-line formats.

Curtis said pre-pandemic that 
the church brought in about 900 
members throughout an aver-
age week, now their attendance 
is about evenly split between in-
person and virtual.

While construction continues 
at the site, Curtis said, services 
should be able to go forward de-
spite the building not being en-
tirely completed.

“That is our goal,” she said. 
“We are on track to get into the 
building.

“We’ll definitely not be finished 
but we will be functional.”

The building is about 22,000 
square feet in size, she said, and it 

will include an auditorium, space 
for children’s ministries and an 
early learning center that will be 
open to the public, not just to 
church members.

“We’re going through the li-
censing process for that with the 
state,” Curtis said.

The church is relying on a con-
struction loan to finish their long-
awaited project but their congre-
gation has been generous in do-
nating to get the project started.

The capital campaign dona-
tions from church members alone 
raised $2 million to begin con-
struction of the new church, Cur-
tis said.

“None of this has been easy,” 
she said. “But we’ve been able to 
navigate with God’s grace.”

Christmas Eve services are set 
for Dec. 23 at 5p.m. and Dec. 24 
at 3p.m. and 5p.m.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Oakville
5 minutes North of Hollywood

41170 Oakville Road Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Charlotte Hall
30315 Three Notch Rd,  

Charlotte Hall, MD
301-884-5292
800-558-5292

Prince Frederick
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664
866-535-3664

Christmas Hours:  Mon.-Sat 9-6 & Sun 9-5
Christmas Hours:

Regular Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5, Sat. 7:30-3, Closed Sundays

FRESH CUT CHRISTMAS TREES

LIVE HARDY CHRISTMAS TREES FRESH LIVE WREATHS

LIVE GREENS, SWAGS & ROPING

POINSETTIAS - Large selection of colors

ARTIFICIAL TREES - Various sizes to choose from

PORCH POTSCENTERPIECES

Christmas & Winter Indoor Blooms

Traditional Christmas

CYCLAMEN AMARYLLIS PAPERWHITES KALANCHOE

Great Garden Gifts

BIG GREEN EGG ADIRONDACK CHAIRS FIRE PITS CHIMINEAS

Birding

DROLL YANKEE FEEDERS SQUIRREL PROOF SEED FEEDER SQUIRREL PROOF MINI FEEDER SQUIRREL BAFFLE

Fall & Winter Gardening

Indoor Gardening

New Pottery for Indoor Decorating

SEED STARTER KITS

SUCCULENTS AIR PLANTS AFRICAN VIOLETS HOUSEPLANTSCACTUS

BOBBEX OR LIQUID FENCE FIREWOOD WEEKENDER DIG IT GLOVES

WentworthNursery.com

ARTIFICIAL  
Trees, Wreaths, 

Roping and Greens OFF25%

*Excludes Christmas Greenery, Trees and Shrubs,  
Landscape Jobs, Special orders, and Prior Sales.

NURSERY CLEARANCE SALE

• All Shade Trees 
• All Flowering Trees  
• All Fruit Trees
• All Shrubs
• All Roses
• All Azaleas
• All Grasses
• All Perennials
• All Groundcovers

OFF*30%

Lots of battery operated lighted wreaths & garland

Christmas Decorations

CHRISTMAS SHOP AT WENTWORTH

TO YOUR OWN BACKYARD
E S C A P E
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN

Landscape Design Office is Open All Winter Long.
Now Scheduling Winter & Spring Installations
 WentworthNursery.com/landscape-consultation

Treat Your Landscape Treat Your Landscape 
To Something  To Something  
Special  Special  
This Year!This Year!

To Schedule an  
Appointment Call: 

301-373-9245 
800-451-1427
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By Ronald N. Guy Jr.
Contributing Writer

It is a random Tuesday night. 
Dinner is done. Work is over. 
The kids are reasonably on-track, 
which offers a rare respite from 
the nearly omnipresent grip of pa-
rental worry. Three things remain 
on the day’s agenda: the couch, 
the remote and a sporting event 
to aid a slow drift into dreamland.

The time of year and night of 
the week dictates the choices. It’s 
fall, but Tuesday lands between 
NFL and college football cycles. 
Early regular season NBA bas-
ketball lacks intrigue. That leaves 
the always fast-paced NHL and, 
as luck would have it, a Capitals 
game had just started.

Ten minutes pass. Then 20. 
Then 30. The stress of the day 
starts to fade. The hypnotic pow-
ers of a full stomach begin to take 
hold. Eyes descend to half-mast. 
Through the mental fog, long-
time Capitals’ play-by-play man 
Joe Beninati calls out in a quick, 
grabbing crescendo, “Ovechkin 
shoots…”

The shot went wide, but I’m on 
full alert again and feeling a tinge 
of guilt for the lackluster concen-
tration. Do I appreciate what is on 
the screen? Do I get it? Really get 
it?

A long time ago, a fictional 
high schooler, after an epic day 
playing hooky, said, “Life moves 
pretty fast. If you don’t stop to 
look around once in a while, you 
could miss it.” It didn’t mean 
much initially, but time has vali-
dated Ferris Bueller’s wisdom. 
Life is f luid. The best of times. 
The worst of times. Neither last. 
Phases end. Others begin. Kids 
grow up and move on. Career evo-
lutions uproot. Loved ones pass 
away; new ones are born. Before 
you know it, there are more years 
off your stern than likely await 
beyond your bow. The nostalgia 
switch gets f lipped and suddenly 
you’re showing signs of being the 
grizzled life-veteran on the porch 
reminiscing about the good old 
days – the guy you swore you’d 
never be! Life tends to have its 
way with us all in that respect. 
Life is the kitten, we are balls 
of yarn. Funny thing though, 
the passage of time and experi-
ences and people…it all makes 
you appreciate moments more 

and battle against the relentless 
scroll. So when you find yourself 
in the midst of something special, 
like during a hockey game on an 
otherwise nondescript Tuesday 
night, by all means, stop and look 
around.           

Had that aforementioned Alex 
Ovechkin slap shot landed in the 
back of the net, it would have 
been his 750th career goal (not 
to worry, he scored number 750 
two games later, literally while 
I was writing this). The all-time 
NHL record is 894 goals, held 
by the immortal Wayne Gretzky. 
Ovechkin, 36, put any question to 
bed about his intention to chase 
that once irreproachable record 
by signing a five-year contract 
extension with the Capitals this 
offseason.  So it’s on.  

Age, injuries and the now on-go-
ing possibility of COVID sched-
ule changes and canceled games 
are risks, but Ovechkin has a le-
gitimate shot at Gretzky’s mark. 
He’s netted 750 goals in 1222 ca-
reer games, 0.61 goals/game pace. 
Ovechkin led the league with 48 
goals two years ago, scored 24 in 
45 in a COVID-shortened season 
last year and has tallied 20 goals 
in just 25 games this year. Dude 
is aging like wine, better than me.

It’s more than the record 
though. Ovechkin has transcend-
ed “great.” He’s above “just” a 
hall of famer. Ovechkin is a great 
among hockey’s greats. More 
broadly, and to add a local spin, in 
the annals of D.C. sports, he’s in 
the fraternity with Walter John-
son and Sammy Baugh. Expand-
ing further to include Charm City, 
he’s in the pantheon with Johnny 
Unitas and Cal Ripken Jr. Ovech-
kin is simply one of the greatest 
athletes ever. In any sport. And 
he’s ours. Right now. In this mo-
ment. And if life is any guide, this 
time with Ovechkin is f leeting. It 
is unique. Special. Something to 
cherish. Nothing like it will hap-
pen again (or at least it won’t in 
my lifetime).

And I was dozing off as history 
was unfolding before me. Nap-
ping on a legend - not my finest 
moment. Hopefully the sports 
gods accept this conciliatory 
piece as adequate penance.

Send comments to Ronald-
GuyJr@gmail.com

Caught Napping

Do you know what the most won-
derful time of year is?! It’s the day 
after open enrollment for Medicare 
ends and all those endless days of 
one after the other commercials yell-
ing, “Call this free hotline number 
to get all the benefits you deserve…
for free!!!” are over. Well, I guess 
it gives lots of old actors, news and 
sports figures a steady income dur-
ing open enrollment season. Actually, 
I was excited for an hour or so this 
morning until I saw all the ads for 
life and burial insurance, and reverse 
mortgages rushed in to fill the space. 
The bath fitter, lawyer help lines, and 
“I’ve fallen, and I can’t get up” ads are 
back too.     

I called one of those Medicare 
hotlines earlier this year out of curios-
ity, and our zip code doesn’t qualify 
- sounds like our whole area does not 
qualify. When we went on Monday 
to discuss Medicare at The Loffler 
Center, the specialist reaffirmed that 
with my husband’s status as a Retired 
Federal Firefighter with commercial 
insurance, that we don’t need Medi-
care Part B or any supplemental plans, 
in fact it would end up being more 
by patchworking all that we need 
together. So, we will keep everything 
the same.

I am just starting to get in the 
Christmas spirit. More and more 
brightly lit Christmas trees can be 
seen through living room windows. 
Yards all over are looking festive and 
fun. I love seeing The Grinch cut-
outs pulling the light strands off the 
houses. And who doesn’t get a smile 
when they drive by Capt. Leonard’s 
and see the boat lit up every year, or 
Tom Hodge’s Auto Dealership to see 
the lit-up car. Thank you all for keep-
ing some things as traditions when 
so much else changes. But my new 
favorite is the big RV sitting parallel 
to northbound Rt. 235 in Hollywood, 
with Cousin Eddie from the movie 
Christmas Vacation smoking a cigar 
in his bathrobe draining the sewage 
out the RV. I love it! All I have to do 
now is see the movie which I love 
sooo much, and I will be truly ready 
for the Christmas season. I already 
saw The Grinch who stole Christmas, 

and most of the other vintage animat-
ed and Claymation specials, so all that 
is left is Christmas Vacation.

Last Saturday, the great first re-
sponders at The Mechanicsville 
Volunteer Fire Department and The 
Mechanicsville Rescue Squad made 
our neighborhood and other local 
neighborhoods feel the true giving 
nature of Christmas with their annual 
Santa Runs. I’m out there the whole 
time waving, every time Santa passes 
by. Thank you to all the Fire Depart-
ments, Rescue Squads, and Auxiliary 
Units who help brighten the holidays 
for us, along with all the amazing life-
saving work they do every day.  

This Saturday, we need to get the 
old display tree from Target out of the 
big shed to the new(er) garage to let 
the musties air out of it, and to make 
sure that there are no creatures liv-
ing in said tree. Yes, we all remember 
the squirrel scene from Christmas 
Vacation. I just read an old interview 
with Chevy Chase about “the squirrel 
scene” where he said that the original, 
trained squirrel died the day before 
the scene. A non-trained squirrel was 
brought in, and it was all chaos after 
that. Hard to say if that story was 
made up, but the look of fear in his 
eyes when the squirrel leapt from the 
tree sure looked real.

We go all out for Halloween, so we 
will probably not decorate the yard 
much, if at all, for Christmas, though 
we used to go all out for Christmas 
too. Robert’s shoulder surgery has 
been shifted for the 3rd time to Dec. 
16th; he won’t be in any shape to pull 
out anything big or put it away. My 
big plan is to put wide red & white 
ribbon on the street pole and get our 
wreath up. I’ll decorate the inside of 
the house like usual, but I will spend 
my time hand painting ornaments 
again (like the last 30 years) and tak-
ing care of my biggest project – mak-
ing sure the big guy (and I don’t mean 
Santa) is healing and happy.

To each new day’s adventure, 
Shelby

Please send your comments or ideas 
to: shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com 
or find me on Facebook

FINALLY GETTING IN THE SPIRIT
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A most festive place!

www.VisitLeonardtownMD.com

Joy m Friendsm Peacem Cheer
Enjoy the Season, we have it all here!

A unique  
shopping and  

dining experience! 
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To the Editor
On behalf of the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County and the Commission-

ers of Leonardtown, we would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank 
the participants and the generous sponsors and contributors who helped make 
the 46th Annual Veterans Day Parade and Memorial Ceremony such a great 
success. The event, sponsored by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
and Commissioners of Leonardtown, was held on Thursday, November 11, 
2021 in Leonardtown Square, and attended by approximately 5,000 people of 
all ages.

The parade, which began on Fenwick Street and proceeded to the center of 
Historic Downtown Leonardtown and ended at Courthouse Drive, featured 
Veterans, dignitaries, elected officials including Governor Larry Hogan, local 
high school marching bands, military units, color guards, classic and antique 
cars, Boy and Girl Scouts, cheerleaders, motorcycles, and horses, as well as 
fire, police and emergency personnel and equipment. Immediately following 
the parade, the Memorial Wreath Laying Ceremony was held in the Town 
Square. This year’s Ceremony commemorated the 80th Anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor with guest speakers and honorable dignitaries: John C. Wobensmith, 
Maryland Secretary of State; Gary D. Knight, Vice Chairman and Secretary, 
MD Veterans Home Commission; James R. Guy, President, Commissioners 
of St. Mary’s County; Jack Bailey, Gerald Clark, Brian Crosby and Matthew 
Morgan, Local State Delegation; Captain Derrick Kingsley, Executive Offi-
cer, Naval Air Station, Pax River; Daniel Burris, Leonardtown Mayor; and the 
Commissioners of Leonardtown: Tyler Alt, Nick Colvin, Christy Hollander, J. 
Maguire Mattingly, and Mary Maday Slade; Dr. Maureen Murphy, President, 
College of Southern Maryland; and the participation of family members of lo-
cal fallen soldiers who attended as guests of honor and laid wreaths in honor 
of their loved ones during the Ceremony. Thank you again to everyone who 
attended the event and the kind supporters below who helped make the day 
possible:

Sponsors: Brinsfield Funeral Home, So. MD Radio, Cedar Lane, RT&T, 
InDyne, Southern Maryland Vacations for Vets, St. Mary’s County DPW&T, 
St. Mary’s Ryken, St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds, St. Mary’s County Public 
Schools, Naval Air Station Patuxent River, SOMD Express, Patuxent Trans-
portation, St. Mary’s County Government, Spring Dell Center, Dunkin Do-
nuts and The Printing Press.

Contributors and Supporters: Our honorable guest speakers noted above, 
Ms. Mary M. Washington, Captain Barbara Ives, Lt. Krystle Rossignol, Chap-
lain Clay Hamrick, Ms. Bethany Yeh, Ms. Kylie Teston, Mr. Mike Smith, 
Leonardtown Elementary School, Captain Walter Francis Duke Elementary 
School, Leonardtown High School Marching Band, Mr. Hunter Martin, Ron 
Bailey Photographic Studios, Ms. Michelle Gordon, T&T Street Sweeping, 
Carter’s Bus Service, Towne Florist, Goode Companies, The families of 
Army Spc. Raymond J. Faulstitch, Jr., Seaman First Class L. Stanley Bucker, 
Fireman Second Class Bob Fowler, and Senior Chief Larry Brabuck, and The 
St. Mary’s County Sheriff ’s Office, Leonardtown Volunteer Rescue Squad, 
Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Dept., St. Mary’s Ryken High School, The State’s 
Attorney’s Office, Southern Maryland Vacations for Vets, Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV), Homes for Heroes, Naval Air Station, Patuxent River Ma-
rine Corps League, Detachment 1305, the 29th Infantry Division stationed at 
Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Army Recruiters Office of Lexington Park, 
CSM Veteran Services, Mission 22, the Leonardtown Business Association, 
County and Town staff, our dedicated volunteers, and other supporters who 
make this event possible, and a special thank you to Parade Organizer, Ms. 
Connie Pennington

Thank you all for helping to make this event possible!
Sincerely,
Brandy Blackstone Alisa Casas
Public Relations & Events  Communications Director
Coordinator Public Information Office
Commissioners of Leonardtown  St. Mary’s County Government

To the Editor:
It only took a few moments of silence 

from the St. Mary’s County Commis-
sioners on 16 November to delete all the 
work done by the citizens of the county 
to get a YMCA.  

There had just been a presentation by 
YMCA officials.  Then came the motion 
“I move to approve the YMCA site se-
lection concept plan and to adjust Proj-
ect RP-2004 to reflect the results of the 
feasibility study and authorize the Com-
missioner President to sign any related 
documents.”  There was silence from 
the Commissioners who could have said 
“second” and moved the county forward 
to getting a YMCA.

The lack of a second to the motion 
deleted all the work done by residents 
of St. Mary’s County to secure an out-
standing program available throughout 
the world.

Those few moments of silence deleted 
the six years of work by volunteers who 
call themselves the Steering Committee 
to get a community center in Lexington 
Park.

The silence deleted the many months 
of work done by the YMCA Exploratory 
Committee, who were selected to repre-
sent all of St. Mary’s County.

The silence deleted the work done by 

the YMCA Task Force, which included 
many outstanding citizens of our county.

The silence deleted all the letters from 
county businesses people and Navy 
Contractors sent supporting a YMCA.

And, the silence and lack of a second 
to the motion deleted all the 3500 plus 
names of county residents that were on 
the petitions for a YMCA/Community 
Center that had been presented to the 
Commissioners at a previous meeting.

What were Commissioners Morgan, 
Colvin and O’Conner thinking when 
they had this opportunity for St. Mary’s 
County, and they were silent and choose 
not to second the motion?

Did they not realize that their lack 
of recognizing the work done by the 
citizens of St. Mary’s County to get a 
YMCA would be upsetting and it would 
be vocalized by those present at the 
meeting?

What were our St. Mary’s County 
Commissioners thinking when they re-
fused to second the motion that would 
have given our residents the YMCA 
they had worked so hard to obtain?

The citizens of St. Mary’s County are 
looking forward to getting the answers.

Joan Sullivan- Cowan
Lexington Park

Veterans Day Parade Commissioner Silence

The Chair would like to say he still does not support this “new” map which dis-
enfranchises over 80,000 registered voters that did not attend these public forums 
for they had no issues with the map we presented. The chair also lacks confidence 
in the St. Mary’s County Attorney insisting that the county government does not 
use Robert’s Rule of Order, despite the official documents signed by Commission-
er President Guy and County Attorney Weiskopf saying St. Mary’s Government 
documents, do cite under Article VIII Parliamentary Authority “Rules of Order 
for St. Mary County Boards and Commissions” “direction of the commissioners of 
St. Mary’s County, the rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order Newly Revised, including the provisions of $49 entitled “Procedure in Small 
Boards” shall govern”. The Chair has also observed certain Board Members are 
now wandering off the original boards' task of “Only” using population in a map, 
for this “new” map now appears to be Gerrymandered. The Chair was has also been 
informed that a board member is currently being solicited by the GOP to run in the 
Maryland State Legislature. Is this why the “new map” was created to appease a 
minority in number of individuals attending the public forums, vice the protecting 
the now 80,000 disenfranchised registered voters in order to look like a negotiator? 
Time will only tell. 

Regards, 
Rich Johnson 

SMC Resident of District 1 and now former Redistricting Chair 

Minority Report on the 
Redistricting Process 

If you would like to submit a Letter to the Editor 
include your name & town of residence.

Email: DickMyers@countytimes.net
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Specials Throughout 

the Market
Holiday Open House

Sunday, Dec. 12th, 1pm-5pm 

22725 Duke St. Leonardtown MD
(240) 309-4067 • www.shepherdsoldfield.com 

Open 7 Days a Week Until Christmas
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm • Sun 11am-5pm

Located inside Shepherd’s Old Field Market 
(behind the Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Dept)

Email 10.4checkcreations@gmail.com or Call 301-247-7611

Hand Knit & Crochet Items 
for You & Your Home

Custom 
Orders 

Welcome

for You & Your Home

Located inside Shepherd’s Old Field Market 
(behind the Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Dept)

Email 10.4checkcreations@gmail.com or Call 301-247-7611

Hand Knit & Crochet Items 
for You & Your Home

Custom 
Orders 

Welcome

for You & Your Home

Located inside Shepherd’s Old Field Market 
(behind the Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Dept)

Email 10.4checkcreations@gmail.com or Call 301-247-7611

Hand Knit & Crochet Items 
for You & Your Home

Custom 
Orders 

Welcome

for You & Your Home

Located inside Shepherd’s Old Field Market
(behind the Leonardtown Volunteer Fire Dept)

Hand Knit & Crochet Items for You & Your Home



Thursday, December 9, 2021 23The County Times

Come Come 
Explore Explore 

Leonardtown 
Leonardtown 

SHOP LOCAL!
UNIQUE GIFTS MADE BY 

LOCAL WOMEN
ALL HAND MADE!

WED 10-4, THURS 10-4, 
FRI 10-5, SAT 10-5
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Loffler Senior Activity Center 301-475-4200, ext. 71658 
Garvey Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4200, ext. 71050 

 Northern Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4002, ext. 73101

St. Mary’s Department of Aging & Human Services
Programs and Activities

Visit www.stmarysmd.com/aging for the most up-to date information 

Calendar

Nutrition Education 
at Loffler
Nutritionist Donna Taggert will 

present Are you Nuts? All about 
Nuts and Your Health

On Monday, December 13, at 
10 a.m. at the Loff ler Senior Ac-
tivity Center. Registration is re-
quired- please sign up by leaving 
a message on our reservation line: 
301-475-4200, ext. 1660, begin-
ning at 8 a.m. on November 20. 
ADDITIONALLY- Donna will be 
offering free personal nutritional 
counseling at 11 a.m. on the same 
day if you make an appointment 
with her by text message or calling 
240-538-6539.

Nutrition Education: 
Nuts & Your Health
Donna Taggert, Certified Dia-

betes Educator and Registered 
Dietician, will be at the Northern 
Senior Activity Center on Monday, 
December 13, at 12 p.m. This is a 
perfect time to help answer your 
healthy eating questions. The topic 
for December is all about nuts and 
your health. There is no cost to at-
tend; however, advance sign up is 
required. Register for the presen-
tation by calling the reservation 
request line at 301-475-4200 ext. 
3115.

Healthy Holiday Hacks
Mary Tennyson will present 

Healthy Holiday Hacks at the 
Loff ler Senior Activity Center on 
Wednesday, December 15, at 10 
a.m. Now that we are in the midst 
of the holiday season, we are sur-
rounded by the most tempting of 
foods, drinks, and get-togethers. 
There are simple adjustments 
you can make that allow you to 
enjoy holiday traditions without 
the discomfort that sometimes ac-
companies too much fine food and 

fun. Call the reservation line at  
301-475-4200, ext. 1660, and leave 
a message if you want to sign up 
for this presentation. Limited to 12 
seats. Free

Just Us 2
Join us on Friday, Dec. 17, at the 

Garvey Senior Activity Center for 
a special musical performance! 
Pat Nutter and Chris Tenney have 
performed at a wide variety of es-
tablishments throughout Southern 
Maryland and most recently at the 
Saturday Night Live Open Mic in 
Prince Frederick. They are a duo 
that performs bluegrass, classic 
country, gospel, and original music. 
Their music will get your toes and 
fingers tapping along with their 
lively music. Lunch will be served 
before the music starts. Seating 
Begins at 11:30 a.m. Cost for lunch 
is by donation for those ages 60 
and above and $6 for those under 
the age of 60. To make reserva-
tions, call 301-475-4200, ext. 1075, 
for more information or to make a 
reservation.

Still Looking for 
Decorating Ideas?
Last year during the COVID 

Christmas Season the Department 
of Aging & Human Services made a 
series of videos so that folks could 
access activities since we could not 
offer them in person. Though we 
are back in business, the videos are 
still available. If you would like 
some ideas for Christmas Décor 
that are very easy and quick to do, 
go to https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PACxQkDF86Q&t=122s 
Most of these things can be done 
in mere minutes with items that are 
so easy to acquire you may already 
have them on hand!

Notice is hereby given that the following vessel(s) have been abandoned for 60 days 
on the property of: Point Lookout Marina LLC., 16244 Millers Wharf Rd., Ridge 
MD 20680, 301-872-5000

The vessels are described as:
1.   MD 5794 AR
  Hull # SCR89009H687
  1987 Sportcraft 27’ Cabin boat, 
  Name “Outlook”

2.   MD 3275 BW
  Hull# EGG33667M77L
  1977 Egg Harbor 33’ Cabin Cruiser

3.   MD 2452 BL
  Hull # 285110
	 	 1972	Uniflite	28’2”	Cabin	Cruiser

4.   MD 6253 BC
  Hull # CBA380004H
  1964 Chris Craft 38’ Cabin Cruiser, 
  Name “Madison E”

5.   MD 5176 AS
  Hull # BVKB02FLA888
  1988 Bayliner 25’ Cabin Cruiser, 
  Name “Coop De Doop”

Applications for titles will be made in accordance with Section 8-722 of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article if these vessels are not 
claimed and removed from the above property within 30 days of this notice.

Legal Notices

NOTICE

 The following individuals are applicants for nomination to Governor 
Hogan for appointment to the Circuit Court for St. Mary’s County:

 Sue Ann Lewis Armitage
 Buffy Nicole Giddens
 Amy Danielle Lorenzini
 Alfred Shane Mattingly
 Daniel Aaron Martin Slade
 Marsha Lynette Williams
 
The Trial Courts Judicial Nominating Commission for Commission District 12 – 
Calvert & St.  Mary’s Counties - will accept signed, written comments regarding 
the listed applicants for use in its evaluation process.  Comments must be received 
by Thursday, December 30, 2021.

 Please address your comments to:

 Trial Courts Judicial Nominating Commission for Commission District 12
	 c/o	Administrative	Office	of	the	Courts
 Maryland Judicial Center Human Resources Department 187 Harry S.  
 Truman Parkway, Fourth Floor, Annapolis, MD 21401

Debra Kaminski or Ebonye Caldwell
(410) 260-1271 or (410) 260-1289
debra.kaminski@mdcourts.gov   
ebonye.caldwell@mdcourts.gov 
Maryland Relay Service:  TTY/Voice (800) 735-2258

www.somd.comYour Online Community for Charles, 
Calvert, and St. Mary’s Counties

Stop by & see what Southern Maryland 
Online has to offer! Stay abreast of 

community happenings, speak your 
mind, & make new friends in the forums, 

or buy & sell in the most popular 
classified market in the area.
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find us on

www.facebook.com/CountyTimesStMarys

Calendar

To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
our Thursday publication.

CalendarCalendarCommunitySt. Mary's

Friday, Dec. 10
Elf The Musical
Newtowne Players
21744 South Coral Drive  
Lexington Park
8p.m. to 10:30p.m.
Buddy, a young orphan, mistak-

enly crawls into Santa's bag of gifts 
and is transported to the North 
Pole. The would-be elf is raised, 
unaware that he is actually a hu-
man until his enormous size and 
poor toy-making abilities cause 
him to face the truth. With Santa's 
permission, Buddy embarks on a 
journey to New York City to find 
his birth father and discover his 
true identity. Faced with the harsh 
realities that his father is on the 
naughty list and his half-brother 
doesn't even believe in Santa, 
Buddy is determined to win over 
his new family and help New York 
remember the true meaning of 
Christmas.

This modern-day holiday classic 
is sure to make everyone embrace 
their inner elf. After all, the best 
way to spread Christmas Cheer is 
singing loud for all to hear.

BOX OFFICE INFORMATION
Adults $18, Seniors/Students/

Military $15, Children $13
https://www.newtowneplayers.

org/tickets.html

Saturday, Dec. 11
Christmas in April Open House
Summerseat Farm
26655 Three Notch Road,
Mechanicsville
8a.m. to Noon
Christmas in April will be hav-

ing their annual Open House/
Christmas Bazaar at Summerseat 

Farm.
We will have fresh Christmas 

greens, holiday decorations and 
holiday gifts. Also baskets, beau-
tiful live wreaths and swags.The 
house will be open, so come in to 
visit, say hi and enjoy a snack. 

Look around the farm to visit 
with the animals. For more info, 
please dial 301-884-2905.

Monday, Dec. 13
Pax River Quilters Guild
20850 Langley Rd, 
Lexington Park
6:30p.m.
Pax River Quilters Guild Wel-

comes You Visit our Website www.
paxriverquiltguild.com or email 
prqgsomd@gmail.com for an ap-
plication and for more information 
to join our group. Pax River Quilts 
Guild is a 501(c) (3) Organization 
and is open to everyone. Currently 
meetings are the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 6:30pm. Follow-
ing CDC Guidelines. Everyone is 
required to wear a face covering. 
This Month Monday Dec 13, 2021, 
We will be having our Christmas 
Meeting, there will be a Strips Raf-
f le, Gift Exchange and Fat Quarter 
Raff le, Contact Cindy Miskolczi 
for for info 301-769-1151.

Volunteers Needed for 
Turkey Drive
Great Mills High School, 
Great Mills Road
Lexington Park
3:30p.m. to 6p.m.
Volunteers are needed for the 

Annual Mike's Food Fund Turkey 
Basket distribution event. Due to 
ongoing COVID restrictions, this 
year we will be once again outside 

in the parking lot at Great Mills 
High School and it will be a drive 
through event.

We need help unpacking and 
handing out the turkey baskets to 
those in line. We will only be do-
ing this two days this year due to 
COVID concerns and guidelines. 
Masks are required for those not 
fully vaccinated and social distanc-
ing measures will be in place.

Also, Mike's Food Fund is in 
need of monetary donations if you 
can help out. Dinner costs have 
risen from $ 20 to $ 35 each. Please 
stop by Mike's Bikes or mail a 
check to :

Mike's Food Fund, 21310 Great 
Mills Road, Lexington Park, MD 
20653.

Thank you in advance for your 
help!

Friday, Dec. 17
Southern Maryland 
Traditional Music and Dance
Christ Church Parish Hall,
Chaptico
Acoustic musicians of all skill 

levels are warmly welcomed to per-
form their favorite holiday tunes.  
Sign up in advance by contacting 
Mike Smith smtmdmike@gmail.
com. A pot luck dinner will be held 
prior to the open mic, at 6:30 pm. 
Bring a favorite dish or dessert to 
share.  Music begins at 7:30 PM. 
Admission is free.

Visit www.smtmd.org for direc-
tions and more information. 

We will be following the St. 
Mary’s County Health Department 
guidelines to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  At present, the health 
department strongly urges wear-
ing masks while attending indoor 
gatherings.

Adult Community
ParkLexington

Active

21895 Pegg Road • Lexington Park, MD 20653 • (240)725-0111

All Utilities Included

Move in Special 

$99 deposit & 

1st Month FREE
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In RemembranceThe County Times runs complimentary obituaries as submitted by funeral homes 
and readers. We run them in the order we receive them. Any submissions that come to 

guyleonard@countytimes.net after noon on Mondays may run in the following week’s edition.

Michael K. Gardiner, C.F.S.P., C.P.C.
Funeral Director/President

An Independent Family-Owned Funeral Home 
Serving Southern Maryland for over 100 Years

(301)-475-8500

41590 Fenwick Street • P.O. Box 270 • Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
www.mgfh.com

Providing trusted service to the community for over 100 Years

Joseph Parran "JP" Ridgell

Joseph Parran "JP" Ridgell, 75, of 
Ridge, MD, passed away on December 
3, 2021 surrounded by family and love. 
Born November 12, 1946 in Scotland, 
MD, he was the son of the late Tenny-
son Aloysius and Mary Olive Ridgell. 

Joseph was a lifelong resident of St. 
Mary's County. He graduated from St. 
Michael's Catholic School in Ridge, 
MD. He joined the Ridge Volunteer 
Fire Department from April 4, 1968 to 
May 5, 1986.  He returned on Febru-
ary 2, 2007, and continued his service 

in the Department.  During his first 18 
years, he was a very active member in 
all Department activities, particularly 
fire prevention education programs. He 
was appointed to Engineer, Fire Mar-
shal, Fire Captain, Assistant Fire Chief, 
and elected to the Board of Directors 
and Treasurer.

Joseph also served on several com-
mittees including carnival, firehouse 
renovation, and fire truck replacement. 
He earned many awards for fire preven-
tion activities from Southern Maryland 
Fireman's Association and the Mary-
land State Fireman's Association for 
several years. He received the RVFD 
Top Responder Award for multiple 
years, and was named RVFD Firefight-
er of the Year in 1977. Joseph received 
his Life Membership for 25 years of 
service on December 8, 2014.

Joseph was also a career firefighter 
with the Patuxent River Naval Air 
Station Fire department for a number 
of years. He held other jobs including 
working in lumber yards and being a 
truck delivery driver.

In addition to spending time with 
his family, Joseph enjoyed crabbing, 
gardening, playing cards, doing puzzle 
books, and watching westerns. He par-
ticularly enjoyed giving his grandchil-
dren lawn mower rides, playing with 

his cat, and watching the Waltons. 
Joseph is survived by his wife Darla; 

his three children, Shawn Staff of To-
peka, KS, Jennifer Ridgell, and Kris-
tie Ridgell of Ridge, MD; his brother 
Bernard (Mary) Ridgell of St. Marys 
City, MD; and seven grandchildren. He 
is preceded in death by his parents Ten-
nyson Aloysius and Mary Olive Ridge-
ll, as well as his brother John "Johnny" 
Ridgell.

The family will receive friends on 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at St. 
Michael's Church in Ridge, MD with 
visitation from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated at 11:00 AM with Father Peter 
Giovanoni officiating. Interment will 
be held at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Ridge 
Volunteer Fire Department, P.O. Box 
520 Ridge, MD  20680, Hospice of St. 
Mary's County, P.O. Box 625 Leonar-
dtown, MD  20650, or St. Michael's 
School, P.O. Box 259 Ridge, MD  
20680.

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-
tory, Leonardtown, MD. 

Timothy Shawn Gibson

Timothy Shawn Gibson, 63, of Me-
chanicsville, MD passed away peace-
fully at his home on Wednesday, No-
vember 17, 2021. He was born on Octo-
ber 29, 1958 in Washington, DC to the 
late, Roy Leonard Gibson, Jr. and Joan 
Elizabeth (James, Gibson) Kratko. He 
was the oldest of four siblings that grew 
on the Little Big Horn Farm in (Baden) 
Brandywine, MD.

Tim was an Ace Carpenter and loved 
wood working.  He helped to build 
many homes in Colorado, Georgia and 
Maryland. He was a master at the finish 
work in these homes.  He compared all 
his work to that which he did in Vail 
Colorado.  He also loved working with 
Heavy Equipment.  He worked at Gun-
dle Lining Systems where he still holds 
the record for plastic deployment. He 
deployed and welded 697,450sf in One 

Day. He was extremely proud of this 
accomplishment.

Though they may not have known, 
Tim was very proud of his six children, 
Dale, Laura, Shawnny, Jesse, Ali and 
Cody.  He worshiped them from afar 
and spoke of them and their accom-
plishments with pride. Tim enjoyed 
spending time with his family and 
friends and he loved his grandchildren, 
Parker and Connor.

If you asked Tim what he loved most 
in life, he would say, his family, playing 
his daily numbers, treasure hunting for 
silver and gold, watching old movies, 
working out at the gym and debating 
today’s world issues with his brother-
in-law Dave Smith.  Tim was always 
trying to find a fastest path to becom-
ing rich in life as he never thought he 
would live past 40 and felt he needed 
to have something to leave on to those 
he loved. However, we already knew 
Tim was rich in life and his endeavors 
would only be his hobbies. Tim firmly 
believed in reincarnation and we truly 
hope his next trip around affords him a 
better life than this life did.  He broke 
his back at the age of 38 which disabled 
him, he was a 3-time survivor of can-
cer, and he survived the stem cell trans-
plant that put him in remission. Tim 
loved to fly the Ultralights in NV and 
feel the wind in his face.  The passion 
he developed for the open road started 
as a young man.  He left home at an 
early age and the world taught him and 
shaped him into the man he was today. 
A very proud man who would never ask 
for anything from anyone. He learned 
very early he could only count on him-
self.  Tim was able to see parts of the 
world we could only dream about. He 
also enjoyed maintaining his health and 
spent many hours at SMAC gym where 
he found many friends that he enjoyed 
working out with.  It was also where he 
met Kirby. Kirby and Tim were broth-
ers from other mothers and they became 
fast friends.  Tim was truly a great man 
in his own right with a true heart of 
gold.  We accepted him as he was and 
he felt he finally belonged.   Tim will 
be missed forever.  When you feel the 
wind brush across your cheek, know 
it is Tim flying by on his way to the 
golden streets of Heaven and hoping his 
breeze will help to dry your tears.

Tim is survived by his children, Tim-
othy Dale Mitchell of Leonardtown, 
MD, Laura May Bowie of Indianhead, 
MD, Shawnny Michelle Gibson of De-
troit, MI, and Ali Gibson of Las Vegas, 
NV, Jesse Gibson of Las Vegas, NV, 
Cody Parsons of Las Vegas, NV and 
two (2) grandchildren, Connor Noah 
and Parker Marie; and siblings, Ross 
Leonard Gibson, Joan Valerie Smith, 
and Ronald Michael Kratko, II.  Tim 
was preceded in death by his parents, 
Roy Leonard Gibson and Joan Eliza-
beth Gibson Kratko.

The family will receive friends for 
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a Tim’s Life Celebration Memorial 
Gathering on Friday, December 10, 
2021 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Brins-
field Funeral Home & Crematory, P.A., 
30195 Three Notch Road, Charlotte 
Hall, MD 20622. A Funeral Service 
will be at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, Decem-
ber, 10, 2021 officiated by Deacon Bill 
Kyte also at Brinsfield Funeral Home, 
Charlotte Hall, MD. Interment will be 
private.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

All Arrangements have been made 
by Brinsfield Funeral Home & Crema-
tory, P.A.

Dulcie Bell Gurganus 
Hammett

Dulcie Bell Gurganus Hammett, 86, 
of Saint Leonard, MD, passed away on 
December 1, 2021 at her home. She was 
born on July 28, 1935 to parents Rus-
sell and Verdenda (Dennie) Gurganus. 
She lost her father at the tender age of 
five. Dulcie had a brother, Eugene Gur-
ganus, twelve years her senior.

Dulcie graduated from Washington 
and Lee High School in 1953 and then 
went on to attend and graduate from 
Strayer Business College where she ex-
celled at typing and shorthand.

On a blind date, Dulcie met Robert 
(Bob) Hammett and he proposed mar-
riage three weeks later. They wed on 
December 10, 1955 at St. Peter's Church 
in Washington, DC and proceeded to 
have three children Tracey, Robin and 
Russ. They were married for 48 years.

Dulcie was a devoted stay at home 
mom for several years while her chil-
dren were young but as they got older, 
she took a job as an office manager for 
doctors Parisi, Eagan and Kane and 
then as an insurance officer for Dr. 
Howell where she worked until she re-
tired in 1994.

Dulcie enjoyed being on the water 
and she and Bob owned three differ-
ent boats, two sailboats and a recre-
ational tug over the years, on which 
they enjoyed weekend outings. She and 
Bob bought their dream home on St. 

Patrick's Creek in St. Mary's County 
where they lived until Bob passed away 
after a struggle with cancer.

Dulcie enjoyed painting on canvas 
and was quite talented, then began 
painting ducks and other wood carv-
ings when Bob took up carving as a 
hobby. Together they created many 
cherished heirlooms that their family 
values greatly.

Dulcie was kind and giving with a 
witty sense of humor. She loved her 
family and her family dearly loved her. 
She was a caretaker at heart so it was 
extremely hard on her after she suf-
fered a stroke in September of 2020 that 
left her paralyzed on her left side and 
unable to care for herself any longer. 
She was blessed to have her daughter 
Robin, who lived with her since Bob's 
passing, and cared for her daily in their 
home after the stroke. Constant com-
panionship was provided by their little 
Boston Terrier Fairlight. Her daughter 
Tracey, son Russ and daughter-in-law 
Tami visited almost every weekend af-
ter her stroke providing cooked meals 
for the week, emotional support, and 
an opportunity for the family to be to-
gether to celebrate the close bond they 
all have. Dulcie will be missed beyond 
measure.

She leaves behind her children and 
Russell's wife Tami, six grandchildren- 
Brandon, Candice, Shannon, Russ Jr., 
Emily and Ryan, eleven great-grand-
children- Sarah, Dakota, Evan, Carson, 
Ethan, Eva, Aaron, Melanie, Aria, Finn 
and Hurley, and one great-great-grand-
child Crew. She also leaves behind 
her sister-in-law Patricia Hammett to 
whom was not only family, but a very 
dear friend and sister-in-law Rosalie 
Gingery who lives in California, along 
with many other family members and 
friends who she cherished.

The family will receive friends on 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 from 
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM at Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Prince Freder-
ick, MD, where a Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 
AM with Pastor Jim Swecker officiat-
ing. Interment will follow at St. Mi-
chael’s Catholic Cemetery, Ridge, MD. 
Serving as pallbearers will be Chris 
Drieslein, John Fenwick, Mike Harris, 
Victor Kline, Greg Usilton, and David 
Wooldridge.

The family asks that in lieu of flow-
ers, you consider making a donation to 
Calvert Hospice (www.calverthospice.
org) an organization that has provided 
immeasurable comfort and care to Dul-
cie and her family during this most dif-
ficult time.

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-
tory, Leonardtown, MD.

Capt. Patrick Edwin Buckley

Capt. Patrick Edwin Buckley, USN, 
(Ret.), 59, passed away on December 1, 
2021 at Johns Hopkins Medical Cen-
ter in Baltimore, MD after multiple 
post-surgery complications. His loving 
family was with him at his side as he 
passed.

Pat, Buck, or Pops, as he was known 
to his friends and family, was born on 
March 20, 1962 in Honolulu, HI to the 
late CAPT John Buckley, USN (Ret.) 
and Lorraine Buckley (Dionne). He 
grew up on and near multiple Navy 
bases until his family settled in Vienna, 
VA.

Pat was a 1984 graduate of the United 
States Naval Academy where he earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Applied Math-
ematics and received his commis-
sion as a Naval Officer. Pat earned his 
“Wings of Gold” in 1985 and went on 
to become an accomplished Naval Pi-
lot in the Maritime Patrol and Recon-
naissance Community. Captain Buck-
ley retired after 25 years of honorable 
service in July 2009 and continued to 
serve as a Government Civil Servant at 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station after 
retirement.

Pat married his hometown sweet-
heart, Jean Marie Janas, on November 
16, 1985, at the United States Naval 
Academy. They were lucky to spend 
over 36 wonderful years together; their 
biggest blessings being their three sons, 
Sean, Daniel, and Joseph. All three fol-
lowed in Pat’s footsteps, attending the 
Naval Academy (2012, 2019, 2022). Pat 
enjoyed tailgating Navy Football games 
while pouring Uncle Jim’s Bloody 
Marys, making homemade limoncello, 
and driving with the top down in his 
Porsche at all times (and temperatures) 
of the year.

Pat is survived by his wife Jean, his 
three sons Sean (Amy), Daniel, and 
Joseph; by his mother Lorraine Buck-
ley; by his grandchildren Grayson, 
Graham, and Virginia; and by his two 
brothers Tim and Kevin Buckley. He 
is preceded in death by his father John 
Edwin Buckley, and his sister Kelly 
Ann Buckley.

The Buckley Family will host a cel-

ebration of life in the Spring of 2022 in 
Annapolis, MD with details to follow. 
Interment will be held at a later date 
at the United States Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, MD and Hampton National 
Cemetery in Hampton, VA.

In lieu of flowers please send me-
morial contributions to The Wingman 
Foundation. 

Website: wingmanfoundation.org
2248 Meridian Blvd, Minden, NV 

89423
Arrangements provided by the Mat-

tingly-Gardiner Funeral Home, P.A. & 
Crematory

41590 Fenwick Street
P.O. Box 270
Leonardtown, MD 20650

Kathleen Elizabeth Roth

Kathleen Elizabeth Roth, “Kitty”, 
89, of Scotland, MD, passed away on 
November 29, 2021 at her home. Born 
on September 19, 1932 in Astoria, NY, 
she was the daughter of the late Veron-
ica McCabe Higgins and the late Pat-
rick Higgins. Kathleen was the loving 
wife of John Roth, Sr., whom she mar-
ried on June 23, 1951 in Astoria, NY. 
She is survived by her children, John 
Roth, Jr. of Audubon, PA, Michael Roth 
of Leonardtown, MD, Thomas Roth of 
Callaway, MD, and Terrance Roth of 
Scotland, MD, as well as four grand-
children and six great grandchildren. 
Kathleen was preceded in death by her 
sister, Mary Glynn.

Kathleen graduated high school in 
1949, and was a hairdresser at Hotel 
Barbazon in Manhattan, NY for 12 
years, retiring in 1961. She moved to St. 
Mary’s County in 1975 from La Plata, 
MD.

Kathleen loved traveling, cook-
ing, gardening, playing with her great 
grandkids, her dogs, and fishing. She 
was very active in the church at St. Ce-
cilia’s in St. Mary’s City, MD and St. 
Michael’s in Ridge, MD. She and her 
husband were avid travelers to loca-
tions all over the world, including Pan-
ama, Guatemala, Russia, China, Costa 
Rica, Egypt, Switzerland, Dominican 
Republic, Thailand, Venezuela, Japan, 
Mexico, Germany, England, Ireland, 
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Scotland, Gibraltar, Spain, Portugal, 
Morocco, Canada, and Taiwan. Kath-
leen’s favorite sayings were “it is what 
it is” and “do your best and leave the 
rest.”

The family will receive friends on 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 from 
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM at St. Cecilia’s 
Catholic Church, St. Mary’s City, MD, 
where a Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated at 11:00 AM with Father 
Larry Swink officiating. Interment will 
follow at St. James Catholic Cemetery, 
Lexington Park, MD. Serving as pall-
bearers will be John Roth, Michael 
Roth, Terry Roth, Tom Roth, Blake 
Roth, and Nolan DiBenedetto.

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-
tory, Leonardtown, MD.

Robert Eugene Myers

Robert Eugene Myers 57 of Leonar-
dtown, Maryland was called home by 
the Lord, Saturday November 27, 2021 
at MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital, Leon-
ardtown, Maryland, surrounded by 
family.

Robert was born July 11, 1964 at 
Beverly Hospital in Montebello, Cali-
fornia to the late Kaye Marie (Brendos) 
Clark and Leland Myers. The late Har-
ry Leeland Clark raised Robert since an 
infant.

June 20, 1987 Robert married Me-
linda Stover in Irvine California where 
Robert was stationed at Tustin MCAS. 
He then moved to D.C. where he served 
at the Pentagon and then later moved to 
Brenton Bay in 1997.

Robert received an MBA from the 
Florida Institute of Technology (FIT) 
and BS in Business Administration 
from Regis University. Robert is a re-
tired 20-year veteran serving in both 
the United States Marine Corps & US 
Airforce. Robert in June 2021 retired 
from the Department of the Navy after 
19 years working as a Senior Contracts 
Specialist, procuring major weapon 
systems, and engineering services for 
the Navy.

Robert’s life’s passion was serving 
the Lord and has been in the Missions 
field and leading various ministries for 

36 years. He led outreach activities on 
Tustin Maine Corps Air Station, sup-
porting overseas pastors during his 
numerous West PAC deployments to 
the Philippines. Robert led evangelist 
activities on the USS New Orleans and 
USS Peleliu. Robert over a 1-year pe-
riod led an Evangelistic Ministry which 
consisted of walking a 12’ Cross all 
over St. Mary’s County and Washing-
ton D.C.

Robert founded The Mission in 2005, 
with it closing for a short time and re-
opening in 2012, where he served as the 
Senior Pastor for The Mission, sharing 
the gospel with local homeless and 
working poor of St. Mary’s County. 
The Mission recently opened the first 
Christian based Care Center dedicated 
to single men & women. Robert’s poor 
upbringing never left him and he’s 
heart went out to all those who have 
little. Robert, was the first in the family 
to own his own home and have a col-
lege education.

Robert also loved telling stories and 
writing pomes/prayers which he pub-
lished a few in the County Times and 
Enterprise/Southern Maryland News. 
His latest being last week (Dec 3) in 
both. But most of all he was a very gen-
erous person and was always blessing 
someone with something they needed 
out of the blue.

Robert is survived by his wife Melin-
da; siblings, his twin Richard Eugene 
Myers (Brenda Kay Moschell) of Leon-
ardtown, MD, sister Joan Marie Clark 
of Charlotte Hall, MD, brother Edward 
(Monte) Myers, Charlotte Hall, brother 
Fabrice Clark (Jeanna Cosbey) of Blue 
Springs, MO, brother Lenny Clark of 
San Antonio, TX, and nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. In addition to his parents, 
Robert was preceded in death by his 
younger brother Henry Michael Clark.

Robert’s favorite saying was “Let’s 
all tend to the Father’s Business and 
not worry about what’s going on in the 
world”.

The family will receive guests and 
the community on Tuesday, December 
14, 2021 from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. with 
a Celebration of Life Service, includ-
ing Military Honors at 4:00 p.m., at 
Faith Bible Church, 26325 Three Notch 
Road, Mechanicsville, MD 20659. In-
urnment will be held later after com-
pletion of The Mission Park.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A.

Susanne Pearson “Sue” 
Evans

Susanne Pearson “Sue” Evans of 
Leonardtown, MD died on December 
1, 2021 at her home with her loving 
family at her side.  She was born in 
Pittsburgh, PA on March 30, 1945 and 
was the daughter of the late William B. 
and Retha M. Pearson.

She is survived by her husband of 50 

years, Charles D. Evans; a son, Thomas 
and his wife, Jennifer of Poulsbo,WA; a 
daughter, Christina M. Evans of Ash-
burn VA and her husband, John Bol-
land; her beloved granddaughters, Na-
dia Mari Binford of Ashburn, VA and 
Sadie Rae Evans of Poulsbo, WA.  She 
also leaves behind a brother, William 
H. Pearson and his wife, Ann of Me-
chanicsburg, PA. She is also survived 
by a beloved niece, Kathy Schreiber 
and her family, and a nephew, Thomas 
B. Pearson of Scotia, NY and his fam-
ily as well as nephew Ron in Texas.  In 
addition to her parents, she was also 
preceded in death by her sister, the late 
Dolly Pearson Tesseine.

Sue is a six year veteran of the United 
States Navy and graduate of Pensacola 
Junior College and the University of 
Connecticut.  She retired from Patux-
ent River Naval Air Station in 2002 
following a long career as a Civil Ser-
vant working for the Department of the 
Navy.

She was a long time member of St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church and served 
several terms on the vestry of the par-
ish.  Along with volunteer activities at 
the church, Sue also volunteered at the 
St. Mary’s Garvey Senior Center, Lit-
eracy Council of St. Mary’s and Hos-
pice of St. Mary’s.  She enjoyed sewing, 
reading, crafting, traveling and visiting 
with friends.  Most of all, she loved her 
Charlie, Tom, Christina, Jenn, John, 
Nadia and Sadie with a passion.  They 
were the greatest joys of her life.

Interment will be held at a later date 
at Arlington National Cemetery.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A.

Ronald “Ronnie” Scott 
Morgan

Ronald “Ronnie” Scott Morgan, 56, 
of Willow Springs, NC passed away too 
soon on December 4th, 2021, due to a 
chronic medical condition.  As in life, 
he managed his illness with strength 
and dignity wanting to spend as much 
time with his loved ones as possible.  
On his final day, he was surrounded by 
his wife and four daughters, whom he 
adored.  

Ronnie was a hard worker in life, but 
he considered his family as his biggest 
accomplishment.  He was a dedicated, 
loving husband to his wife, Colleen, as 
well as a devoted and loving father and 
grandfather.  He taught them to laugh 
and enjoy every moment life has to of-
fer.  Ronnie was a very giving person 
who cared for others more than himself 
and was always willing to help others.

Although he had spent the past 15 
years in North Carolina, a piece of 
his heart had always remained in St. 
Mary’s.  Some of his hobbies included 
fishing, traveling, gardening, horse-
shoes, and darts.  He loved cooking 
his favorite dishes for his family and 
friends and enjoyed all seafood, espe-
cially crabs.  More than anything in 
life, he cherished time spent with his 
family and dogs.

He is survived by his wife of 38 
years, Colleen, his daughters and their 
significant others, Amanda Hill (Billy), 
Heather Owen (Charlie), Brianna Hill 
(David), Caroline Morgan (Jonathan); 
7 grandchildren, Scott and Kaylin Hill, 
Charlie, Morgan, Jackson, and Hailey 
Owen, and Brody Hill, and his siblings, 
Bill Morgan, Elaine Berry, Delores 
Burch, Beverly Dean, Gary Morgan, 
Sharon Downs, Cynthia Popielarcheck, 
Gregg Morgan, and Shawn Morgan, as 
well as many cousins, nieces, and neph-
ews.  Ronnie was preceded in death by 
his parents, Leo and Mary Helen Mor-
gan, and his sister, Theresa Tippett.

The family will celebrate Ronnie’s 
life with a memorial service held at 
Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department 
on Thursday, December 16th, 2021.  
Immediate family will gather from 2:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. followed by remain-
ing family and friends until 6:00 p.m.  
Prayers will be recited at 6:00 p.m. 

Charles Phillip Hagen
Charles Phillip Hagen, age 81 of 

Northfield, passed away peacefully 
at his home surrounded by his loving 
family on November 25, 2021. Charles 
was born in Boyceville, WI on May 15, 
1940 to Adolph and Hazel Hagen. He 
grew up and graduated school in Gre-
nora, ND. Charles entered the US Navy 
in 1958, at age 18. On May 20, 1961 
he married M. Charlene Lumpkins at 
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Medleys Neck Church in Leonardtown, 
Maryland. He spent 21 years in the US 
Navy living in Maryland, Virginia, 
Morocco, Spain, Pennsylvania, Japan, 
Hawaii, Florida, North Dakota, and 
Minnesota always together with his 
family. He retired from the US Navy to 
North Dakota where he received his BA 
from Minot State College, and his MS 
Degree from Central Michigan Univer-
sity. He worked 23 years for SRT Com-
munications & Frontier Communica-
tions before retiring again.

Charles is preceded in death by his 
loving wife, M. Charlene Hagen, and 
brother, Arvin Hagen, parents, & in-
laws. He is survived by his children, 
Debbie Hagen-Baca, Sheila Hagen, 
and Brad Hagen (Shila); grandchildren, 
Matthew (Tina), Paris (Karl), Rio (Aus-
tyn), and Joseph; great granddaughter, 
Hazel; siblings, Alden Hagen, and Kar-
en (Dennis) Christianson; sister-in-law, 
Beverly Hagen, many nieces, nephews, 
family and friends. 

Funeral Service will be held 10 AM 
Friday, December 17, 2021 at the Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, 803 Winona St., 
Northfield, MN with a visitation on 
Thursday (11/16) from 4-7 PM at the 
White Funeral Home, 20134 Kenwood 
Tr., Lakeville, MN (952-469-2723) also 
1 hr. prior to the service at church. 
Interment, Fort Snelling National 
Cemetery.

Virtual viewing:  http://www.you-
tube.com/channel/UCxsQkluzeXJqx-
EakLvOCbeg Robin Marie Poe

Robin Marie Poe

Robin Marie Poe, 58, of Mechanics-
ville, MD, passed away on November 
14, 2021 in Washington, DC. Born on 
October 21, 1963 in Leonardtown, MD 
to the late Elmo Jackson Hicks and the 
late Mary Evelyn Evan Hicks, Robin 
was raised in Hollywood, MD along 
with her seven brothers. She was the 
loving wife of Dale W. Poe, Sr., whom 
she married on December 28, 1987 
in Leonardtown, MD. Robin is sur-
vived by her children Gary Kavaky, 
Jr. (Brooks-Ann) of Spotsylvania, VA, 
Dawn Poe Johnson (Larry) of Corinth, 
MS, Don Johnson of Corinth, MS, and 
Dale Poe, Jr. of Mechanicsville, MD, 
her siblings Ronald Hicks (Chery) of 
North Carolina, Thomas Hicks (Bet-
sy) of St. Leonard, MD, Jack L. Hicks 
(Kim) of Leonardtown, MD, brother-
in-law Randy Poe (Anna) of Lexington 
Park, grandchildren Chris, Brianna, 
Adam, Caroline, Chloe, and Alana, two 
great grandchildren, as well as many 
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and 
nephews. She was preceded in death by 
her siblings Joseph A. Hicks, Richard 
Hicks, Timothy R. Hicks, and John L. 
Hicks.

Robin was a lifelong St. Mary’s 
County, MD resident, and graduated 
from Leonardtown High School. Robin 
had met the love of her life, Dale W. 
Poe, Sr., and together they shared four 
amazing children, six grandchildren, 
and two great grandchildren. Robin 
loved to go out dancing with Dale, 
and they were known as “The Danc-
ing Poes.” Robin was such a fun-loving 
person who never knew a stranger, as 
she took the time to speak and share her 
kind spirit with all she knew and met.

Robin’s hobbies included her baking 
with Ol Big Red (miner), working in 
her flower gardens with her beautiful 
flowers, and sit and enjoy the outdoors 
with her two beloved fur babies, Trixie 
and Reese. Robin also loved playing 
pool and was on a league. She loved to 
get together with Dale and her friends 
and sing karaoke, especially known for 
singing Loretta Lynn’s Coal Miner’s 
Daughter, among many other favorites. 
Robin loved to be near the water, es-
pecially St. George’s Island to watch 
the beautiful sunrises and sunsets, and 
she loved her seafood. Robin loved her 
family so much, spending time with 
her family, siblings, and good friends is 
what mattered to her.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated on Friday, December 17, 
2021 at 11:00 AM in St. Francis Xavier, 
St. George’s Island, MD with Father 
Paul Nguyen officiating. Interment will 
follow in the church cemetery.

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-
tory, Leonardtown, MD.
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With the holidays upon us and 
family gatherings now more 
possible, now may be a great 
time to teach your children and 
grandchildren about finance. 
How can you start teaching 
your children and grandchil-
dren?  Here are three tips.

1. Explain what money is 
and how it works. 

Unfortunately, many children 
hear only negative comments 
about money from overhearing 
what their parents say.  This 
can easily turn into a fear about 
money, specifically not hav-
ing “enough”.  If this fear is 
coupled with ignorance about 
how money works, the child 
will not have the confidence to 
tackle money issues.  Your goal 
is to give your child or grand-
child the confidence to learn 
about money. Money should be 
explained in objective terms—
what is it?  How does it work?  
What do those pennies mean? 
How do the pennies turn into 
dollars?  A simple way of teach-
ing about money is to start in 
the grocery store.  If you give 
your child or grandchild a dol-
lar, for example, and ask them 
to buy some fruit with the dol-
lar, they will quickly under-
stand how the money is used to 
purchase food.  Take a field trip 
to the grocery store letting the 
child handle some money and 
pay for groceries at the check-
out. You will be amazed at how 
helpful grocery store clerks, 
managers and others will be 
when they know you are try-
ing to give children confidence 
about money.  All of us know 
how important it is to teach 
children about money.  

2. Teach your children and 
grandchildren that people 
have to earn money to live. 

I recall one incident in my 
childhood that left a lasting 
impression on me. I was about 
5 or 6 and took a grape in the 
grocery store and promptly ate 
it.  My father saw me and ex-
plained I had stolen that grape 
from the employees of the 
store; that employees had to 
earn money for their families 
and I had taken their money by 
stealing something they could 

no longer sell. My father made 
me take one penny, find the 
store manager, apologize for 
stealing the grape and offer to 
pay the penny to the store and 
its employees—all by myself.  
Needless to say, I did what my 
father asked, in tears and with 
great fear, and I never forgot 
the lesson.  I couldn’t wait un-
til my own child made the same 
mistake so I could repeat the 
lesson.  He did and I did. Some-
how we need to teach children 
and grandchildren what money 
means in the context of other 
people and their families.    

3. Get creative with the con-
cept of savings. 

Savings is a harder con-
cept for younger children and 
grandchildren.  They need to 
see their savings in the form of 
one or more piggybanks.  Using 
a piggybank for small children 
and a checking account for old-
er children will teach saving as 
a concept.  But saving in a vac-
uum will not generate excite-
ment among children.  Setting 
goals for expenditures and sav-
ing for those goals will teach 
budgeting.  Using more than 
one piggybank for different 
purposes can help even young 
children learn how to budget. 
By setting aside some money 
in the “spending” piggybank 
and other money in the “shar-
ing” or “saving” piggybanks, 
children can learn to allocate 
money to various purposes. 
With older children, opening a 
checking account and a savings 
account is a major step towards 
maturity.  Guide the older child 
through the process.  

However you approach the 
subject, you are the primary 
teacher for your children and 
grandchildren and it is never 
too early to start them on good 
money habits.   Enjoy your chil-
dren and help them learn more 
about finance while doing so.

Join me on the third wednes-
day of the month at 11am at our 
office in north beach to learn 
about estate planning.  This is a 
free and fun seminar—just call 
301-855-2246 to reserve a spot. 
We observe all safety protocols. 

FINANCIAL LITERACY 
TIPS FOR CHILDREN 

AND GRANDCHILDREN 
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Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

Sales & Service
Farm Equipment • Machine Shop

Home Industrial Engines • Welding 

Truck Load Sale 
$286 Per Ton • 40 Pound Bag $6.75

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Anthracite Coal 40 lb Bag  $7.50 per bag

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864
EMAIL: GTGCONST@WILDBLUE.NET

LOCAL C COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

HELP WANTED
TO LEARN MORE

If you are a self starter with a 
desire to help local businesses 

grow their customer base, contact 
The County Times  

at aldailey@countytimes.net

Tired of staring 
at a computer 

 all day?
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County TimesCounty Times

The St. Mary’s County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for 
the residents of St. Mary’s County. The St. Mary’s County Times will be available on news-
stands every Thursday. The paper is published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, 
which is responsible for the form, content, and policies of the newspaper. The St. Mary’s 
County Times does not espouse any political belief or endorse any product or service in its 
news coverage. 

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include the 
writer’s full name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be delivered by 
4 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication to ensure placement for that week. 
After that deadline, the St. Mary’s County Times will make every attempt possible to publish 
late content, but cannot guarantee so. Letters may be condensed/edited for clarity, although 
care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument. Copyright in material submitted 
to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the St. Mary’s 
County Times and its licensees may freely reproduce it in print, electronic or other forms. We 
are unable to acknowledge receipt of letters. The St. Mary’s County Times cannot guarantee 
that every letter or photo(s) submitted will be published, due to time or space constraints.

Fun & Games

L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

CLUES ACROSS
1. Polish city
 6. Very eager
10. Identifies a specific 
person or thing
14. Tennis great Naomi
15. One concerned 
by professional 
advancement
17. PGA Championship 
reward
19. A fashionable hotel
20. Norse mythology 
afterlife location
21. Stood up
22. Car mechanics 
group
23. Weather 
forecasters use it 
(abbr.)
24. Broken branch
26. Astronomy unit
29. East Asian 
nursemaid
31. “Airplane!” actor
32. Exclamation that 
denotes disgust
34. “Batman” villain
35. Downfalls
37. Philippine province
38. Once-vital TV part
39. Valley
40. Tax
41. Classic Scorcese 

film
43. Subway dwellers
45. Book part
46. Taxi
47. Pancakes made from 
buckwheat flour
49. Swiss river
50. Founder of Babism
53. Have surgery
57. Withdrawal from a 
larger entity
58. Lot’s father
59. Greek war god
60. 2,000 lbs.
61. Lemur

CLUES DOWN
1. Quarrels
 2. Right away
 3. Comedian Carvey
 4. Egyptian unit of 
weight
 5. A Brit’s mother
 6. Tropical tree
 7. One who speaks 
Gaelic
 8. NHL legend Bobby
 9. Vacation spots
10. Military personnel
11. Shakira’s don’t lie
12. Wimbledon champ
13. Teletypewriter
16. Mistakes
18. Whale ship captain

22. Thus
23. From end to end
24. Kids love him
25. One and only
27. Fencing swords
28. Taxis
29. Basics
30. Refuse of grapes
31. Go quickly
33. French ballet 
dynasty
35. Most open
36. Popular soap 
ingredient
37. US time zone (abbr.)
39. Items of food
42. Backbones
43. Infrequent
44. Blood type
46. “Let It Snow!” 
songwriter
47. Dutch colonist
48. Pike 
49. Egyptian sun god
50. A cardinal is one
51. From a distance
52. Bolivian river
53. N. American student 
organization (abbr.)
54. River (Spanish)
55. Chinese life force
56. Chinese surname
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www.cpfcu.com/auto
Refinance & Save.

Same Car.
Lower Payments.

APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates accurate as of 11/1/21. Not available for vehicles 
already financed through Cedar Point. Other terms available. Best rates based upon 
approved credit.

Scan  & Save.

RATES AS LOW AS

%
A P R1 99.


