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LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.
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We’ve seen some massive amounts writ-
ten on these intercepted checks.”

Jason Babcock, spokesman for the county sher-
iff’s office on theft of checks from the mail.

Quilts of Valor honors veterans
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

St. Mary’s law officers responded to 
reports of shots being fired at the Patux-
ent Crossing Shopping Center, formerly 
known as San Souci Shopping Center, 
on MacArthur Boulevard Oct. 18, police 
reported, and later found a victim shot in 
the leg on Columbus Drive in Lexington 
Park.

The shooting occurred at the site of 
the shopping center that contained the 
post office, residents reported, at about 
12:45 p.m.

Jason Babcock, sheriff’s office spokes-
man, said the victim was transported 
to a hospital with non-life-threatening 
wounds.

There were multiple shots fired but 
just one shooter, Babcock said of what 
early reports indicated.

“There were a lot of witnesses and the 
investigation is continuing,” Babcock 
said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Shots Fired, One Hurt at 
Shopping Center

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name Prudential Financial Planning 
Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, 
and an agent of issuing insurance companies.

Jessica Light, MBA, CFP®
Financial Planner
PO Box 481 
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
30537 Potomac Way, Suite 104 
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
301-861-8503 

Prudential Financial Planning Services

Comprehensive Financial Planning

D54041008115-00004-00

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The U.S. Postal Service has an-
nounced that it has decided to close the 
existing post office in Great Mills on 
Route 5 near the intersection with Great 
Mills Road, though it has yet to say ex-
actly where the new post office will be.

In a letter to the Commissioners of St. 
Mary’s County, the postal service would 
only say that the new office would be in 
a “location as close as reasonably pos-
sible to the former location.”

The post office located at 20210 Point 
Lookout Road has been in operation 
there for more than 40 years but now the 
landlord of the property has decided not 
to renew the lease, the missive to county 
leaders stated, which means the postal 
service must find a new retail site.

The letter to the commissioners was 
dated Sept. 27 but elected leaders re-
ceived it Oct. 13.

The postal service plans to keep the 
current site open and operational for 

customers, the letter stated, until the 
new site is opened.

“While the postal service is sensitive 
to the impact of this decision on its cus-
tomers and the community, the postal 
service properly considered community 
input and this decision is consistent with 
postal service objectives,” the missive 
reads. “Postal service operations are not 
supported by tax dollars.

“To be self-sustaining, the postal ser-
vice must make decisions that ensure it 
provides adequate and affordable postal 
services in a manner that is as efficient 
and economical as possible.”

The letter confirmed that the decision 
of the postal service to leave its current 
site in Great Mills was final and that no 
further appeals would be reviewed.

In March of 2021 the postal service 
communicated that they intended to 
move the facility to a new site of ap-
proximately 3,800 square feet in size.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Great Mills Post Office Moving
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

After approximately 16 years as Sher-
iff of St. Mary’s County, Timothy K. 
Cameron has decided to take a position 
as Colonel of the Wyoming Highway 
Patrol.

Sgt. Jeremy Beck, spokesman for the 
Wyoming agency, said Cameron will be-
gin leading the organization starting in 
January of 2023.

Cameron has spoken in recent months 
of seeking another law enforcement job, 
possibly out of state.

Capt. Steve Hall recently won the GOP 
primary to succeed Cameron as sheriff; 
there are no Democrat challengers

“I am honored to have been selected 
as the Colonel of the Wyoming Highway 
Patrol and am eager to assume the Ad-
ministrator’s duties,” said Cameron in a 
prepared statement. “My appreciation to 
Governor [Mark] Gordon, Director Rein-
er, and all those involved in the selection 
process for the opportunity to live and 
work in Wyoming and be part of such an 
exemplary, storied agency.”

In a later interview Cameron said 
past trips to the state made a significant 
impression on him, so much so that he 
wanted to find a way to live and work 
there.

“I was taken with the beauty, the gran-
deur and how huge it was,” Cameron said 
of the Cowboy State. “It’s all about a new 
adventure for me and for my wife.”

Cameron said he envisioned this would 
be a “last post” for him in his long law 
enforcement career.

Cameron said he was impressed with 
the capabilities of the agency and found 
that citizens there hold it in high regard.

“It’s not a huge agency but it has huge 
responsibility,” Cameron said.

There are just 208 troopers in Wyo-
ming, he said.

There are about 580,000 residents in 
Wyoming in an area of 98,000 square 
miles.

Wyoming Highway Patrol troopers 
are primarily focused on traffic enforce-
ment, crash investigation but also pro-
vide physical security for the governor 

and the state house.
The highway patrol also focuses on 

drug and human trafficking interdiction, 
Cameron said.

“It’s going to be a complete learning 
curve for me,” Cameron said. “I’m going 
to be learning all of this and doing it.”

Wyoming officials said Cameron was 
selected after a lengthy process.

“Cameron’s commitment to training 
and education are attributes that will 
help him succeed in his service to Wyo-
ming,” said Luke Reiner, director of the 
Wyoming Department of Transportation 
(WYDOT). “He has the demonstrated 
skillset, experience, and character to 
lead the best highway patrol organiza-
tion in the nation.”

Cameron earned an undergraduate 
degree at Johns Hopkins University 
and a postgraduate degree from Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD. 
In addition to his degrees, Cameron is a 
graduate of the National Sheriff’s Insti-
tute, the FBI’s Law Enforcement Execu-
tive Development course, the Maryland 
Police and Corrections Training Com-
missions Leadership Challenge, the Ex-
ecutive Leaders Program at Naval Post-
graduate School’s Center for Homeland 
Defense and Security in California, and 
the Police Executive Research Forum’s 
Senior Management in Policing Course 
at Boston University.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Early Voting: Oct 27 - Nov 3

Election Day: November 8

Supported By Endorsed By

Todd,  A Leader in Our Community

DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29C

Your voice in Annapolis

• 3-term County Commissioner
• Career Defense Contractor
• National Outstanding Eagle Scout  

Award Recipient

Cameron to Lead Western 
Law Enforcement Agency
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Over 30 Crafters &Over 30 Crafters &
Vendors!Vendors!

Door PrizesDoor Prizes
Freshly Grilled Food!Freshly Grilled Food!

HamburgersHamburgers
Hot DogsHot Dogs

Pulled Pork, Pizza Pulled Pork, Pizza 
Italian SausagesItalian Sausages
Cotton CandyCotton Candy

Popcorn, ChurrosPopcorn, Churros
Nachos &  Much More!Nachos &  Much More!

Community CarnivalCommunity Carnival

November 5 ss  12 - 6 pm

The King’s Christian AcademyThe King’s Christian Academy
Callaway, MD off  Rt. 5 / 301-994-3080

www.KCAeagles.org ss Rain Date: November 12

Over 35+ Carnival Attractions 

Craft / Vendor FairCraft / Vendor Fair

Zip Line, Laser Tag, Zip Line, Laser Tag, 
32’ Rock Climbing Wall,32’ Rock Climbing Wall,

Mobile Ninja Warrior Course, Mobile Ninja Warrior Course, 
Adrenalator, Mind Winder,Adrenalator, Mind Winder,

Extreme Air Jumper, Reckless,Extreme Air Jumper, Reckless,
Pony Rides, Big Baller, Tumbler,Pony Rides, Big Baller, Tumbler,

Meltdown, Jurassic Fun Park,Meltdown, Jurassic Fun Park,
Raiders of the Lost Temple Slide,Raiders of the Lost Temple Slide,

Pirate Ship, Xtreme ObstaclePirate Ship, Xtreme Obstacle
Course, Games & Much More!Course, Games & Much More!

Free Admission
Ticket Auction! 
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MAKE ONE CALL
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HERE

START YOUR
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301-862-4400
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Final Month to Ride the 
St. Clement’s Island Water Taxi

Ends October 31  
Opens 10:00 a.m. 

Final Trip to Island is 2:00 p.m. 
Final Trip to Mainland is 3:00 p.m.

$7 per person, all ages. Includes museum admission.

Please call 301-769-2222 for more information & to confirm operation. 
Weather and other extenuating circumstances will prevent the water taxi from 

operating

Tickets may be purchased at the museum building.

 For More Info: 
Facebook.com/SCIMuseum

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

A public art project designed to bring 
even more attention to the downtown 
center of Leonardtown and its businesses 
is almost complete; the final mural of the 
L’Town Alley effort is set for a Nov. 3 
ribbon cutting, said Town Administrator 

Laschelle McKay.
“It’s designed to create a gathering 

space where people want to be,” McKay 
said. “It’s to connect people to the town 
square and to the businesses on Fenwick 
Street.”

It’s one of the next major steps in the 
far-reaching plan of the town to revital-
ize the town square in keeping with the 
town’s state designation as an official 
Arts and Entertainment district.

The murals in alleys surrounding the 
town square provide public-friendly 
gathering spaces but also sites for town-
sanctioned public events, McKay said, 
which is another feature of the town’s 
push for more community activities cen-
tered in the down town.

The first mural was officially unveiled 
in June at the New View Fiber Works 
building; it was the “Where Art and Ag-
riculture Meet” mural painted by Jamie 

Naluai.
The second mural unveiled was in Sep-

tember — the “Alice in Leonardtown” 
mural — painted on the town-owned 
storage building situated across from the 
Good Earth Natural Food Store, painted 
by by artists Dan Ropp and Tom Rogers 
has many hidden Leonardtown objects 

contained within.
The final mural is “Bay Life: Legends 

and Lore” painted in the Duke Street al-
ley This double walled mural project was 
conceived and created by a team of art-
ists from North End Gallery: Toni Wolf, 
Sarah Houde, Jeanne Hammett,

Denise Breitburg, Parran Collery, and 
Diana Manchak, with help from over 50 
volunteers andfeaturing glass additions 
by Mary Ida Rolape. 

The artwork is comprised of two mural 
panels “an 80-foot-long artistic love let-
ter to the natural beauty of the St. Mary’s 
region on one wall, with a

20-foot-long celebration of Leonar-
dtown history on the facing wall,” a 
town press release reads. “The design 
combines brightly painted scenes with 
undulating ceramic mosaic panels, cre-
ating a multi medium visual and tactile 
experience.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

“L’town Alley” Mural Project 
Nearing Completion
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ST. MARY'S SHERIFF'S 
CRIME BLOTTER

Editor's Note
The above arrests are not an indication of

 guilt or innocence as the cases have not been adjudicated.

Philip H. Dorsey III
Attorney at Law

-Serious Personal Injury Cases-

LEONARDTOWN: 301-475-5000
TOLL FREE: 1-800-660-3493

EMAIL: phild@dorseylaw.net

www.dorseylaw.net

Identity Needed for Attempt-
ed Burglary to Motor Vehicle 
Suspect

The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is seeking the identity of the person 
pictured in an attempted burglary to 
motor vehicle investigation. On Sunday, 
Oct. 16, 2022 at 3:33 am, the suspect 
attempted to gain access to several ve-
hicles in Heard’s Estates in Great Mills. 
The suspect appears to be a white fe-
male with shoulder-length hair. 

Anyone with information about the 
identity of the suspect or this incident is 
asked to call Deputy Zachary Jerew at 
301-475-4200, ext. 78154 or email zach-
ary.jerew@stmaryscountymd.gov. Case 
# 53102-22 

Citizens may remain anonymous 
and contact the St. Mary’s County 
Crime Solvers at 301-475-3333, or text 
a tip to “TIP239” plus their message 
to “CRIMES” (274637). Through the 
Crime Solvers Program tipsters are 
eligible for an award of up to $1,000 
for information about a crime in St. 
Mary’s County that leads to an arrest or 
indictment.

On View Arrests:

Drug Arrest- On October 6, 2022, 
Dep. Kirscht  made contact with Vicki 
Marie Curtis, age 45 of Lexington Park, 
in the 21600 block of Great Mills Road 
in Lexington Park. Curtis had an out-

standing war-
rant for her 
arrest for the 
charge of Tres-
passing. Cur-
tis was taken 
into custody 
and located in 
Curtis’ pos-
session was 
a suspected 
CDS smok-
ing device 
containing suspected cocaine resi-
due. Curtis was served the outstand-
ing warrant and charged with CDS: 
Possession- Not Marijuana and CDS: 
Possession-Paraphernalia.

Assault- On 
October 8, 
2022, Dep. 
Kril responded 
to the 21600 
block of Great 
Mills Road 
in Lexington 
Park, for the 
reported fight 
in progress. As 
Dep. Kril  was 
approach i ng 
the scene she observed Thomas Lamont 
Harris, age 44 of Lexington Park, in the 
roadway attempting to assault the vic-
tim. Harris was impeding traffic and 
vehicles were forced  to come to a stop 
in the roadway, to avoid striking Har-
ris.  Harris ultimately struck the victim, 
and was arrested. While in custody he 
continually pulled away from depu-
ties on scene and continued to try and 
assault the victim. Harris was charged 
with Assault 2nd Degree and Disorderly 
Conduct.

Trespassing- On October 13, 2022, 
DFC. Wimberly responded to the 22700 
block of Three Notch Road in Califor-
nia, for the reported trespassing. The 
employee requested Nadezda Valadi-
minovhol Osipova, age 37 of no fixed 
address, be issued a no trespass order 
and leave the business property. Osipo-
va was issued a no trespass notice and 
refused to leave the property. Osipova 
was arrested and charged with Trespass-
ing: Private Property. (No Photograph 
Available)
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Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center

5 minutes North of Hollywood
10 minutes South of Charlotte Hall

41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick 
Garden Center
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, 

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Hours:   
Mon.-Fri. 9-6,  
Sat & Sun. 9-5

WentworthNursery.com

IT’S TIME TO PLANT TREES

TO YOUR OWN BACKYARD
E S C A P E
PROFESS IONAL DES IGN

NOW SCHEDULING FALL LAWN SEEDING & LANDSCAPING
WentworthNursery.com/landscape-consultation

To Schedule an  
Appointment Call: 
301-373-9245
800-451-1427

Financing 
is Available

Native Trees
SAVE $2500OFF

Any Native Tree  
Over $75

WHITE 
DOGWOODMAPLES MAGNOLIA

RIVER
BIRCH

Encap Gypsum
Promotes root  
growth. Provides  
essential calcium  
and sulfur.
5,000 sq. ft. 
$2999ea.

Green ‘n Grow Lime

Totes of Leafgro
The  
equivalent of  
approximately  
35 bags.
$14999 ea.

Apply lime now  
or anytime  
during fall.  
30 lb. bag Covers  
5000 sq. ft.

 $1988 ea.

5,000 sq. ft. Bag

ONLY $2999

15,000 sq. ft. Bag

ONLY $6999

Fall Feed Winterizer

FALL  FALL  
SPECIALSPECIAL
LOWEST LOWEST 
PRICE  PRICE  
OF THEOF THE
YEAR!YEAR!

Big Green Egg

Gift Certificate with 
Small or Medium

Gift Certificate with 
Large or X-Large

 $10000

 $20000

Cambridge  
Pyzique Fire Pit

Fall Fountain  
Special

$29900
Grate not included
$87500
Grate included

With Block 
Only

Starting
At

 20%OFF
Any Fountain Priced  

$150 or Over

 $2500 OFF
Each Piece -  

Even Special Orders!

Poly Furniture

IT’S TIME TO PLANT FALL COLOR
Mums — All Sizes

Wentworth Grown!
Pansies

Wentworth Grown!  6” Pots!

Ornamental
Cabbage & Kale

SAVE $1 per potSAVE $1 per pot

SAVE $1 per pot

Buy 5 
or more 

Buy 5 
or more 

Buy 5 
or more 

In Our Community

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

A fire at Calvert Hall at St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland appears not to have 
injured anyone, college officials said 
Oct. 17, the same day the fire occurred.

Calvert Hall housed many administra-

tive functions at the college but had been 
vacated by students and staff for several 
months for renovations.

The call for smoke in the building first 
went out at about 1p.m. Monday.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Firefighters Respond to St. 
Mary’s College Fire

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Since October of 2020 Ellynne Brice 
Davis has complained of the continual 
operations of Air BNBs on her water-
front street in Leonardtown with appar-
ently no satisfaction from the county 
government.

Davis, who ran this year for a seat on 
the Orphan’s Court as a Republican, con-
tinued her call for action.

She lives with her husband, school 
board member Jim Davis, on Waterside 
Drive.

“At that time [Oct. of 2020] two Air 
BNBs operated in a 13-house span on 
our vintage, residential waterfront street 
in the critical area,” Davis told the Com-
missioners of St. Mary’s County at a 
Oct. 18 evening public forum in Leon-
ardtown. “Now there are four of them.”

Davis said it was “inevitable” that the 
Marriott hotel chain would partner with 
Air BNB to take the reservations for 
those guest stays.

“Once that happens will the com-
missioners finally agree that I live 
15 feet away from a commercial 
motel?” Davis asked. “When one 
of the world’s largest hotel chains… 
recognizes Air BNBs as commercial 
motels and the St. Mary’s County at-
torney has ruled that Air BNBs are 
taxed as commercial then Air BNB 
must be a duck.”

Davis has long argued that the Air 
BNB operating next door to her has 
negatively impacted her quality of 
life and her property; she said Com-
missioner President James “Randy” 
Guy walked her property with her 
two years ago to view her issue first 
hand.

She said at the forum that Guy had 
told her he might be able to propose a 
text amendment to the zoning ordinance 
to address the problem, specifically lim-
iting stays at such establishments to one, 
month-long stay each.

Davis asked for restrictions on Air 
BNBs in St. Mary’s in January of 2021 
similar to what has been done in Chesa-
peake Beach in Calvert County, she said.

Davis said further communication 
from the commissioners has stated they 
need more time to study the issue before 
taking action.

Outraged residents of Abell got a 
zoning text amendment to regulate any 
further buildout of cannabis growing, 
processing and distributing facilities in 
rural areas of the county, Davis said.

She was waiting for similar results, 
she said.

“There’s clearly a double standard here 
and I’m disappointed my issue has been 
treated in such a dismissive manner by 
the current commissioners," said Davis.

Resident Continues Demand 
for Action on Air BNBs
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Josephine Green    
Lawrence

Our Sister, Mother, 
Grandmother, 
Great-grandmother, 
Great-great 
grandmother, 
Cousin, Aunt and 
Friend Josephine 
Green Lawrence 
transitioned to 
meet Our Heavenly 

Father on Oct 9, 2022. She was born 
Josephine Ramage Cowan Holmes live 
upon the land; not at sea, on August 
4th 1938 in Richmond Virginia to her 
loving parents Clifford Faxton Holmes 
Sr and Bertha Ilene Holmes also 
known as Ilene Holmes.  Josephine’s 
Nationality is American Chickahominy 
which is part of the Iroquois Nation.

At approximately 6 years old, the fam-
ily moved to Washington, D.C. where 
she attended the public schools. Jose-
phine was an athlete in high school.

She met Milton Ellsworth Green Sr 
at a dance. Years later the two entered 
into Holy Matrimony. This Union Cre-
ated seven children: Deborah Joan, Mil-
ton Ellsworth Jr, Linda Denise, Anto-
nio Tyrone, John Fitzgerald, Elizabeth 
Valiska, and Adrienne Ezell our blood 
cousin, lovingly cherished as our dear 
baby sister.

We have many wonderful memo-
ries of Josephine. She was a fantastic 
dancer.    She enjoyed singing  happy 
birthday  to you on your birthday.    She 
enjoyed creating delicious baked goods 
for friends and family.  She loved going 
to bingo.  And she enjoyed attending her 
church, where she frequently performed 

solo hymns for the congregation.
Josephine remarried after her children 

left the nest to David Lawrence.  And en-
joyed many years of happiness.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents Clifford and Ilene Holmes; two 
brothers, Clifford Holmes Jr and Thom-
as Holmes, two sisters, Eileen Ezell and 
Naomi Teasley. 

She is survived by two sisters and two 
brother n laws. Miriam Welch, Mary and 
Eugene Gleaton and Wilbert Teasley.

She leaves to mourn Milton Ells-
worth Green Sr, seven children: Debo-
rah (Charles) Small-Bey , Milton Green 
Jr, Linda Green, Antonio Green, John 
Green, Elizabeth Green, and Adrienne 
Ezell.

Grandsons:    Joshua, Victor, Antoine, 
Elijah;   Grand-daughters:   Melody, Va-
liska, Naomi, Latoya, Taniqua, Tanea, 
Anna, Makayla;    Great-grandsons: 
Preston, Dontrell, Noah, Antoine Jr ; 
Great-grand-daughters: Valinda, Asia, 
Raylynn, Sharon, Melony, Harmony, 
Symphony, Alise, Aubree;  Great-great-
grandson Seption Faheem, as well as a 
host of cousins, nephews, nieces, and 
many great friends. 

The family will receive friends on 
Thursday, October 20, 2022 from 5:00 
PM to 8:00 PM, with prayers recited at 
7:00 PM, in the Mattingley-Gardiner Fu-
neral Home, Leonardtown, MD, where a 
funeral service will be held on Friday, 
October 21, 2022 at 1:00 PM. Interment 
will be private.

Condolences may be made to the fam-
ily at www.mgfh.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mat-
tingley-Gardiner Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, P.A., Leonardtown, 
MD.

Charles “Mark” Corbin
Charles “Mark” 

Corbin, 62, of 
Fayetteville, NC, 
formerly of Abell, 
MD, passed away 
in Fayetteville, NC 
on October 6, 2022 
after a brief battle 
with cancer. Born 
on January 2, 1960 
in Washington, 
D.C., he was the 

son of the late Audrey Lucille Coffren 
Corbin and the late Charles W. Corbin. 
Mark grew up in District Heights, MD, 
and met his sweetheart and future wife, 
Sheila Rae Irvin Corbin, in 1975. They 
wed on September 8, 1979, and just re-
cently celebrated their 43rd wedding an-
niversary. In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by his children Randy (Chris-
tine) Corbin of Martinsburg, WV, Me-
gan Riley (Christopher) of Fayetteville, 
NC, and Dixie (Paul) Deehan of Ho-
nolulu, HI, five grandsons, Zakk (Ale-
jandra) Corbin, his namesake, Jacob 
Charles Corbin, Gabriel Riley, Jackson 
Riley, and another namesake, Charles 
“Charlie” Deehan, and a great number 
of other family and friends. Mark was 
preceded in death by his brother and 
best friend, Kenith Laverne Corbin, Sr., 
in 1984.

Mark graduated from Suitland High 
School in 1978. He was an Account 
Manager for Mattos Pro Finishes, and 
was a past member of the 7th District 
Optimist Club. Mark loved boating, and 
he and Sheila would go out most every 
weekend. They also enjoyed taking fam-
ily and friends on the boat. Mark was 
so proud of his three children and five 
grandsons, and he loved spending time 
with his family. He had a wonderful 
support network while battling his can-
cer, and he will be truly missed.

The family will receive friends on 
Tuesday, October 18, 2022 from 5:00 
PM to 8:00 PM in the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, Leonardtown, 
MD, where a funeral service will be 
held on Wednesday, October 19, 2022 
at 10:00 AM in the funeral home cha-
pel. Pallbearers will be: Randy Corbin, 
Jake Corbin, Paul Deehan, Chris Riley, 
Bruce Coffren, and Keith Coffren.

Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may 

be made to the Cancer Society, your 
local hospice, or the Wounded Warrior 
Project.

Condolences may be made to the fam-
ily at www.mgfh.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mat-
tingley-Gardiner Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, P.A., Leonardtown, 
MD.

Brinsfield 
 

Life Celebration Homes &

Crematory

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5588

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services, 
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

Our Family 
Serving Yours

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-472-4400

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Family owned and operated for two generations

Obituaries

Lynda J. Striegel
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS • BUSINESS LAW 

WILLS • PROBATE ADMINISTRATION 
POWERS OF ATTORNEY • LIVING WILLS 

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS FOR DISABLED INDIVIDUALS
Lyn speaks to many groups regarding Estate Planning & would 

be happy to speak to yours. Lyn also offers complimentary 
Estate Planning Classes the Third Wednesday of Each Month  

at 11AM at 8906 Bay Avenue • North Beach, MD 20714.

301-855-2246 • www.legalstriegel.com

Frederick Norman “Freddie” Gass, 81, 
of Colton’s Point, MD passed away on 
October 11, 2022 at MedStar St. Mary’s 
Hospital.

Born July 31, 1941 in Leonardtown, 
MD, he was the son of the late Joseph Nor-
man Gass and Mary Helen (Faunce) Gass.

Freddie graduated from Holy Angels 
School, Margaret Brent High School, 
Charles County Community College and 
the School of Bank Management at the 
University of Virginia. He served in the 
U.S. Army Reserve and the Maryland 
Army National Guard from 1960 to 1966.

Freddie was employed in the finance 
and banking industry for over thirty years.  
His career began with G.A.C. Finance 
Corporation and ended as a vice president 
of Maryland National Bank (now known 
as Bank of America).

Freddie was a member of the American 
Legion Post 221 in Avenue, MD.  His fa-
vorite hobby was restoring and refurbish-
ing antique furniture. Freddie was an avid 
reader and history enthusiast, spending 
many hours at the library. He also enjoyed 
researching and documenting his family’s 
ancestry.         

Freddie is survived by his sisters, Lin-
da A. D’Ambrosio (Louis “Lou”) of East 
Islip, NY and Patricia C. “Patsy” Mat-
tingly (Joseph G. “Mussie”) of Chap-

tico, MD; nieces and 
nephews, P. Lynn 
Trehern of Chaptico, 
MD, J. Christopher 
“Chris” Mattingly 
(Sheila Cullins) of 
Colton’s Point, MD, 
M. Lisa Mattingly 
(Keith Fairfax) of 
Drayden, MD, Kelli 
M. Boswell (Michael 
“Mike”) of Chaptico, 
MD, Karen M. D’Ambrosio (Bobby Gilm-
ore) of East Islip, NY, Michele A. Rug-
giero (Steven “Steve”) of Selden, NY and 
Louis F. D’Ambrosio III (Jennifer “Jen”) 
of East Islip, NY.

Family will receive friends on Mon-
day, October 17, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. 
until 10:00 a.m. at Holy Angels Catholic 
Church, Avenue, MD.  A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated by Rev. 
Ryan Pineda at 10:00 a.m.  Interment will 
follow in Sacred Heart Cemetery, Bush-
wood, MD.  

Serving as pallbearers will be Chris 
Mattingly, Keith Fairfax, Mike Boswell, 
Louis D’Ambrosio III, Steve Ruggiero and 
Steve E. Gass, Sr.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Seventh District Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, P.O. Box 7, Avenue, MD  20609. 

Frederick Norman “Freddie” Gass
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

For months county residents, businesses and com-
munity organizations have been victimized by check 
theft, being taken for sometimes thousands of dollars 
time and again.

Local law enforcement agencies have been investi-
gating and warning residents to avoid sending checks 
in the mail but the thefts continue.

Officials with the U.S. Postal Inspectors Service have 
received local investigations begun by the St. Mary’s 
County Sheriff’s Office but have not released details of 
how the thefts are committed or if there are any poten-
tial suspects.

According to law enforcement and victims, the 
thieves are intercepting the checks, either at a postal 
center or from individual mail boxes and “washing” — 
or altering — the payee names and monetary amounts 
on the checks and then cashing them.

Sheriff Timothy K. Cameron said anyone using the 
mail to send checks should reconsider.

“Some habits die hard,” Cameron said. “People 
would really have to consider the security of their sent 
mail with checks.

“This is clearly a focused ring of people doing this.”
“We’ve seen some massive amounts written on these 

intercepted checks,” said Jason Babcock, spokesman 
for the county sheriff’s office.

Dan Slade, a Leonardtown-based attorney, said sev-
eral checks of his were stolen and altered in an attempt 
to bilk thousands from his accounts.

Only one check was fraudulently cashed, Slade said, 
but his bank was able to catch the rest.

“We were paying our monthly bills… and someone 
stole our checks,” Slade told The County Times. “The 
next thing we knew we had checks being cashed all 
across the country.”

The inconvenience of the thefts is coupled with pay-
ing a monitoring fee to the bank, Slade said — some-
times as much as an extra $100 per month — to ensure 
against stolen checks being cashed.

“You get hit multiple times,” Slade said. “You don’t 

consider that when you put your mail in the U.S. Postal 
Service.”

One employee of a local federal contractor said their 
business had been taken for many checks that they had 
sent out to vendors, who went unpaid for a time because 
of the theft.

They said the check thefts meant the company had to 
shut down multiple accounts, reopen them and pay back 
those vendors who had gone without remuneration.

The company effectively had to pay double, they 
said, because of the theft scheme.

“What we’ve been told is it’s unsafe to put checks in 
the mail,” the employee said. “It’s [check thefts] been 
bad in the area, there’s a lot going on.”

The theft has hurt their employers credit rating, they 
said, and even resulted in bounced checks.

“It’s been a tremendous amount of work and a great 
deal of strain,” the employee said.

The employee said they had heard reports that there 
was a theft ring operating out of the postal hub in Wal-
dorf or elsewhere nearby; they had heard reports of lo-
cal victims’ checks being cashed as far away as Florida 
and Ohio.

The U.S. Postal Inspector’s Office has not confirmed 
this.

Jeff Dronenberg, a Lexington Park resident, said two 
checks he sent out from the California and Lexington 
Park post offices to two separate destinations — Balti-
more and Delware — had only two things in common 
his name and the Waldorf postal facility.

“They never made it to their destinations,” Dronen-
berg said. “They hit me for $13,000; they hit accounts 
hard and they hit them quickly.”

His money was insured by the federal government 
and he didn’t lose a dime, Dronenberg said, but he will 
never send a check through the U.S. Postal Service 
again.

“I’ve stopped,” Dronenberg said. “I will not send a 
check in the mail.

“The postal service is broken.”
“The US Postal Inspection Service is currently in-

vestigating theft of US mail in St. Mary’s County and 
the surrounding area,” said postal inspection represen-

tative Michael Martel in a prepared statement. “The 
US Postal Inspection Service is investigating these in-
cidents along with our local law enforcement partners 
and the US Postal Service Office of Inspector General. 

“Unfortunately, we are unable to share any details at 
this time, as the investigation is active and ongoing.”

Both Calvert and Charles county sheriff’s offices 
have warned residents of the trend in thefts.

“The [Charles County Sheriff’s Office] encourages 
citizens to use alternative means of money transfer, 
such as paying bills online or electronic transfers, as 
this crime trend remains active,” one notice stated. 
“It is imperative that citizens and businesses track the 
checks they have written and ensure that they have 
been cleared appropriately. 

“By using these steps and remaining diligent, citi-
zens can assist law enforcement in curbing this crime 
trend.”

Charles warned their citizens last week while Calvert 
made their warning in mid-September.

The St. Mary’s Sheriff’s office released just a short 
list of recent check thefts.

In recent weeks deputies have taken reports from: 

-a business at 44000 block of Airport Road
-an individual at 25000 block of Morganza Turner 

Road 
-an individual at 28000 block of Three Notch Road 
-an individual at 21000 block of Primrose Place 
-an individual at 20000 block of Clarence Gass Road 
-a business at 26000 block of Friendship School Road 
-an individual at 43000 block of Redmond Road 
-an individual at 21000 block of Morris Drive 
-an individual at 43000 block of Airport View Drive 
-an individual at 22000 block of Three Notch Road 
-a business at 44000 block of Commerce Avenue

These instances are from the month of September 
alone, sheriff’s officials said.

If you suspect you are a victim of mail theft you can 
report it to the US Postal Inspection Service by calling 
1-877-876-2455 or online at USPIS.gov/report.  

On The Cover

Check Theft Plaguing St. Mary’s, Southern Maryland
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Will work towards eliminating the energy tax 
and lowering housestead tax from 3% to 1%

By Authority Friends of Mike Hewitt, Chris King Treasurer

Commissioners Push for Better Cell Service at Fairgrounds
By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Cellular phone service at the St. 
Mary’s County Fair Grounds has been 
lacking over the years but a new lease 
agreement authorized by the Commis-
sioners of St. Marys’ County this week 
with Verizon could help solve that 

problem.
The agreement, which county com-

missioners unanimously approved at 
their Oct. 18 meeting, will allow Ve-
rizon to install commercial cellular re-
ception equipment on the tower owned 
by the fairgrounds at no cost to the 
telecommunication magnate, which 
means an abatement of lease payments 

for the next 12 years.
Commissioner Todd Morgan initial-

ly asked why the county would allow 
use of the publicly owned cell tower 
without paying what would come to 
$250,000.

Bob Kelly, director of the Depart-
ment of Information Technology, said 
the county was not in the “strongest 

negotiating position.”
“Verizon has a five-year plan and a 

10-year plan,” Kelly said. “This loca-
tion was not in their five-year plan.”

But the enhanced communication, 
and hence security, capability that 
would be afforded to the nearby clus-
ter of Leonardtown middle and high 
schools as well as the Dr. James A. 

Forrest Technical Center as well 
as first responders and citizens at 
the fairgrounds outweighed the 
cost to the county, said Commis-
sioner John O’Connor.

“I think we’re actually making 
out on the deal economically,” 
O’Connor said.

After 12 years the agreement 
calls for payments to the St. 
Mary’s County Fair Board of 
$24,000 a year for use of the cell 
phone tower.

Kelly said that the agreement 
should provide even better ser-
vice as it moves ahead year over 
year.

“It’ll be even better coverage 
next year as the antennae won’t 
be 15 feet off the ground but 
about 140 feet high,” Kelly said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

The Department of Public Works & 
Transportation announces the Cle-
ments Convenience Center will be 
closed beginning Monday, Oct. 24, 
2022, for approximately four weeks for 
renovation.

Residents may use the Charlotte 
Hall Convenience Center located at 
37707 New Market Turner Road, or 
the Oakville Convenience Center at 
26600 North Sandgates Road, during 
the closure.

We apologize for any inconvenience 
and appreciate your patience while we 
upgrade the facility.

For information on convenience cen-
ters or the landfill, please visit https://
www.stmarysmd.com/dpw/Recycling-
Solid-Waste/

Clements 
Convenience 

Center to 
Temporarily 

Close
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Veterans 
Resource Day

Friday, Nov. 4, 2022
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

University of Maryland at Southern Maryland
44219 Airport Road, California, MD

Hosted by the 
St. Mary's County Department of 

Aging & Human Services

For more information, contact Sarah Miller
Phone: 301-475-4200, ext 1073

Email: sarah.miller@stmaryscountymd.gov
Website: www.stmaryscountymd.gov/aging/veterans/

Brought to you by the 
Commissioners of St. Mary’s County and the 

Department of Aging & Human Services

Presentation:
Brain Injury Association of Maryland 

10:30 a.m.
TBI/Combat-related brain injuries and 

PTSD: Understanding the Link

Mission BBQ will be 

donating lunch at 12 p.m. 

for Veterans Resource Day 

Attendees

PAX Sound of Freedom is the Southern Maryland unit for the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation.  The foundation is a non-profit organization established and operated 
in accordance with section 501(c)(3) of the US Internal Revenue Code.   To date 
the national organization has presented 323,574 quilts to active duty personnel 
and veterans.

 PAX Sound of Freedom gathers on the second Saturday of each month for a 
“Sew In” at St. George’s Catholic Church in Valley Lee.  Group presentations are 
held on the third Saturday of each month at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lexington 
Park.  Arrangements can be made in advance for personal presentations if recipi-
ents are unable to attend a group presentation.

  If you, a family member or friend served in the U.S. armed forces, you are 
entitled to receive a Quilt of Valor.   If you have any questions about Quilts of 
Valor or are interested in volunteering to help the local group produce quilts, 
please contact PAX Sound of Freedom group leader, Cecilia Cooney, at  (240) 
925-4243 for additional information.

Pictured left to right:
Front Row:  Alvin “Mick” Schmidt (Air Force - 4 years), Richard Hill (Navy - 20 years) and Marsha 
Kowlesaar (Navy - 6 years).
Back Row: Adam Miller (Navy - 22 years), Julian Nunez (Navy - 22 years), Joshua Massey (Navy - 7 
years), Thomas Aven (Navy - 23 years), Purple Heart Recipient James Williams (Army - 30 years), Jo-
seph Krowitz (Navy - 26 years), Annabelle Sanders (Navy - 5 years), Andrie Pugay ((Navy - 21 years) 
and Robert Burrows (Coast Guard - 6 years).

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKT-5894K-A-A1  AECSPAD 

Financial strategies. 
One-on-one advice.

David McDonough 
Financial Advisor

41680 Miss Bessie Dr Suite 302 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 
301-997-1707
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Commissioners of Leonardtown
Fair Summary of Ordinance No. 211 and No. 212

 Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners of Leonardtown have 
passed, and the Mayor has approved, Ordinance No. 211 – Development Impact Fees 
and Ordinance No. 212 – Late Fees for Delinquent Utility Accounts.  A fair summary 
of the ordinance will follow:
 Ordinance No. 211 – Chapter 62.  Development Impact Fees. An ordinance 
for the purpose of:  increasing the amount of wastewater impact fees payable upon 
the issuance of occupancy permits in the Town of Leonardtown
 Ordinance No. 212 – Chapter 150 – Water and Sewer of The Code of 
The Town of Leonardtown.  An ordinance for the purpose of amending § 150-18 
(Payments and Charges) of the Code of Leonardtown to provide for a late fee for 
delinquent utility accounts.
 Ordinance No. 211 and Ordinance No. 212 - will become effective October 
31, 2022.  Full text of this ordinance may be obtained at the Town Office at 22670 
Washington Street, Leonardtown, MD between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday or on-line on the Town’s website at www.Leonardtown.
somd.com 

 By Authority:
 Laschelle McKay, Town Administrator

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 9:30 AM 
in the Chesapeake Building located at 41770 Baldridge Street in Leonardtown, 
Maryland to consider public input on updates to the County’s Comprehensive 
Solid Waste Management and Recycling Plan.

 The draft update can be viewed at:  http://go.boarddocs.com/md/
stmarysco/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CJXJ3L4AF420. 

  Those wishing to address the Commissioners may participate in-person, 
or by email, written correspondence, or prerecorded video submissions.  The public 
hearing may be viewed on SMCG Channel 95 or the SMCG YouTube Channel.

In lieu of appearance, comments may be submitted via;
 a. Email: csmc@stmaryscountymd.gov
 b. U.S. Mail: PO Box 653 Leonardtown, MD 20650
 c. Submit a 3-minute video clip to publicmtgs@stmaryscountymd. 
  gov no later than 5:00 PM, November 22, 2022.

 All submissions will be considered by the Commissioners at the Public 
Hearing and/or seven (7) days following the Public Hearing.

 Public Hearing Guidelines are subject to change.

 Appropriate accommodations for individuals with special needs will be 
provided upon request. In order to meet these requirements, we respectfully ask 
for one week’s prior notice. Please contact the County Commissioners Office at 
301-475—4200, Ext. 1340.  Proceedings are televised live and/or recorded for later 
broadcast on television.  All content of these proceedings is subject to disclosure 
under the Maryland Public Information Act.  Photographic and electronic audio 
and visual broadcasting and recording devices are used during the Commissioner’s 
meetings. These are public meetings and attendance at these meetings 
automatically grants St. Mary’s County Government permission to broadcast your 
audio and visual image.

COMMISSIONERS Of ST. MARY’S COUNTY
By: James M. Gotsch, P.E. Director

www.somd.comYour Online Community for Charles, 
Calvert, and St. Mary’s Counties

Stop by & see what Southern Maryland 
Online has to offer! Stay abreast of 

community happenings, speak your 
mind, & make new friends in the forums, 

or buy & sell in the most popular 
classified market in the area.
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What is the top challenge or priority What is the top challenge or priority 
facing the school system?facing the school system?

Marsha Williams
One of the top challenges facing the school sys-

tem will be meeting the standards of the Blueprint 
for Maryland’s Future. SMCPS will need to work to-
wards the implementation of the Blueprint by making 
sure that schools are in compliance with meeting its 
policy areas: (1) early childhood education, (2) high-
quality and diverse teachers and leaders; (3) college 
and career readiness pathways; (4) more resources to 
ensure all students are successful; and (5) governance 
and accountability.

Dorothy Andrews
The top priority facing the public school system is 

to ensure parents/guardians that reading and writing 
literacy has been achieved.  Whether someone at-
tends college or chooses a career or trade after high 
school, they will be successful.  The challenge is how 
to implement it.  It should be based upon completion 
of the third grade.  It is achievable, but there are chal-
lenges.  As a matter-of-fact, the State Board of Educa-
tion has not released reading and writing assessment 
test scores.  Our local school board must act.  Why 
take tests if they are not reviewed and implemented to 
strengthen areas needing improvement.

What policies would you advocate for or What policies would you advocate for or 
change if elected?change if elected?

Marsha Williams    
Not all students will attend college after gradua-

tion. More focus should be given to career readiness 
and learning skills. Not only do students need to 

learn the fundamentals: reading, writing, and math, 
but they also need to learn essential  life skills such 
as financial literacy, job readiness skills, etc. Addi-
tionally, I would work towards increasing community 
partnerships in order to increase internships and ex-
ternship opportunities.

	
Dorothy Andrews
I will advocate for a Parental Rights Bill giving par-

ents the assurance that they have a strong voice when 
it comes to their children’s lives in all health deci-
sions, curriculum that is focused on the core subjects, 
history taught based on historical facts, and any social 
justice or gender identity issues be left out of schools 
because it is the parents right to teach based on their 
morals and convictions.

What would you do about discipline What would you do about discipline 
problems in school?problems in school?

Marsha Williams
Addressing the discipline problems in schools re-

quires a multifaceted approach. I would review the 
SMCPS’ student code of conduct and make sure that 
it is being followed consistently.  I would advocate for 
School Resource Officers to be in every school, men-
tal health counselors to be in every middle and high 
school, and increase the number of safety assistants in 
each school. Additionally, I would advocate for more 
parental and community involvement since the fights 
that occur in the high schools are often due to what 
has happened in the community.

 
Dorothy Andrews
The school policy manual reinforces good dis-

cipline as their first measure to correct behavior.  I 

agree with this, but no 
matter the incident, I feel that the parents have a right 
to know immediately.  If it continues, there must be 
guidelines to follow when other actions need to be 
pursued.  All students deserve to learn and all teach-
ers deserve respect.

Would you work to increase parent input Would you work to increase parent input 
and participation in the school system?and participation in the school system?

Marsha Williams
I would work to improve communication between 

parents and the board/schools. Parents need to know 
when curriculum is under review, the policies being 
proposed, programs that their child can apply for, how 
the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future will be imple-
mented locally, etc. I would advocate for disseminat-
ing information from the school board and schools in 
a consistent manner so that all parents know where to 
find information. 

Dorothy Andrews
Yes, I would work to increase parental input and 

participation.  I have already started helping parents 
see how important it is to be involved.

St. Mary's County Board of Education

District 29B

Marsha Williams Dorothy Andrews

What are your top priorities if elected to What are your top priorities if elected to 
the delegate’s seat?the delegate’s seat?

Deb Rey
Crime, Economy, and Education  
We need laws that focus on deterring the criminal, 

such as a mandatory sentence for using a firearm when 
committing a crime.  We also need to keep repeat of-
fenders in jail longer.  Our taxes are too high.  I will not 
vote for any new taxes or tax increases. We need to de-
couple the gas tax from the inflation rate and decouple 
federal and state income tax deductions so people can 

get the best return possible. Education funding should 
follow the child so the parent can pick the best environ-
ment for their child’s success.

Brian Crosby
Economic diversity, infrastructure, education. Con-

tinuing to augment our economy with diverse indus-
tries better positions us against future rounds of BRAC. 
Second, the Route 5 and Great Mills intersection is 
woefully inadequate for our region. We must expand 
the number of vehicles that can travel that intersection 
daily– I secured an additional $10m for it and will work 
with the next administration to complete the project. 

Finally, I want to ensure 
that Maryland keeps its promise to fully fund the Blue-
print, ensuring Maryland’s schools are the best in the 

Brian Crosby Deb Rey
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F O R  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N
D I S T R I C T  1

VOTE   NOV 8

A  B R I G H T E R  F U T U R E
F O R  S T .  M A R Y ’ S  C H I L D R E N

Experienced advocate 
for parents and children
Knowledgeable about education 
law and local policies
Involved SMCPS parent 
and community volunteer
Effective Effective communicator
Passionate about ensuring access 
to high quality public education

For more information, visit 
www.electmarshaboe.com

country. Preparing Maryland’s children for global 
competition in tomorrow’s economy is vital.

What infrastructure problems need the What infrastructure problems need the 
most attention in your district? most attention in your district? 

Deb Rey
Rt 5 between Great Mills Road and Indian Bridge 

needs to be widened and the bridge replaced.  I will 
work with the State Highway Administration and 
the county to complete planning and work to secure 
funding for the project.  The Southampton neighbor-
hood needs improved sewer and water lines and new 
sidewalks.  County government is already working 
this, but I will keep an eye on the project and be an 
advocate for the citizens to ensure their needs are ad-
dressed.  We need protected left turns at Shangri La 
and Great Mills and at the intersection of Hermanville 
Road and Rt 235.

Brian Crosby
People come to St. Mary’s County for its economic 

opportunity and enjoy its beauty. The top infrastruc-
ture projects in my district are the intersection at Route 
5 and Great Mills, the light at Hermanville Road and 
Route 235, and the intersection at Buck Hewitt and 
Route 235. We secured an additional $10m for the in-
tersection at Route 5 and Great Mills and will work 
with the next administration to complete the project. 

What would you do in the off months What would you do in the off months 
when the General Assembly is not in when the General Assembly is not in 
sessionsession?

Deb Rey
When not in session, I will make myself available 

to meet with constituents and help them resolve is-
sues involving federal, state or local government.  I 
will work on drafting legislation and building support 
for the legislation requested by constituents.  I’ll work 
with State offices to ensure our infrastructure proj-
ects stay on track.  I will also work with the Univer-
sity System of Maryland to bring more degrees to the 
Southern Maryland campus.

Brian Crosby
I work full-time as a project management consultant 

on Webster Field. Additionally, while the legislature 
is technically part-time, we still work year-round to 
provide important constituent services such as help-
ing businesses apply for loans, organizations apply 
for grants, and individuals apply for state aid. We also 
work with community stakeholders in the “off season” 
as we develop legislation and work to address issues 
facing the community.

What other issues do you feel need to What other issues do you feel need to 
be addressed in your district if elected?be addressed in your district if elected?

Deb Rey
The needs I hear most often from constituents are 

more activities for our kids, increased mental health 
services, lower taxes, and replacement of the Thomas 
Johnson bridge.  I’ll work with the commissioners, the 
Economic Development office and community groups 
to build a comprehensive list of youth activities, and 
mental health services.  Then we can focus on en-
couraging other businesses to come to St Mary’s to 
fill the gaps.  I’ll work to make Maryland a retirement 
friendly state by voting to lower taxes. And work with 
the Southern Maryland legislators to lobby for the re-
placement of the Thomas Johnson bridge.

Brian Crosby
Four years ago, St. Mary’s County received $0.00 

from Annapolis. Over the past four years, we have 
fought every day to ensure St. Mary’s County received 
its fair share from the State budget. We’ve brought 
back over $250m to the county in our first term. In 
four years, I became the Vice Chair of Economic Mat-
ters and am the first-ever freshman to hold a leadership 
position. Along with Chair CT Wilson from Charles 
County, Southern Maryland has a strong voice in how 
Maryland’s economy is shaped over the next 50 years. 
I want to continue to serve, as my life is dedicated to 
my community and country. Truly, we’ve only gotten 
started.

District 29B  Continued
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District 29C
What are your top priorities if elected to What are your top priorities if elected to 

the delegate’s seat?the delegate’s seat?
 
Todd Morgan
1.  Lower taxes for Maryland families.  I will contin-

ue to be an effective steward of your taxpayer dollars 
and will fight to reduce taxes in Annapolis.

2.   Support Law Enforcement and First Responders.  
I am a longtime supporter  of law enforcement and first 
responders.  I will make sure they receive the full sup-
port and funding they deserve as they put their lives on 
the line for us every day.

3.  Champion Small Business. Small Businesses are 
the backbone of our community. I will continue to sup-
port them, work together to create new jobs, and en-
sure they receive our full support. I will be their voice 
in Annapolis.

4.  Empower Education.  I will always make sure 
parents and students have a voice when it comes to 
education.  As your delegate, I will advocate for your 
tax dollars to go to the classroom.

Bill Bates
Infrastructure: Solomons Bridge replacement con-

struction to begin now.  The replacement bridge must 
be designed to allow for pedestrian use, emergency 
pull-off lanes, and barriers to prevent suicide.  Con-
tinue the installation of the internet.  

Education:  Maintain funding for, The Blueprint for 
Maryland’s Future a program that provides voluntary 
Pre-Kindergarten for 3- and 4-year-old children.                   

Entry Level Housing: Develop programs to in-
centivize the building of homes that are affordable 
for entry level: teachers, nurses, law enforcement 
officers, engineers and other young people that 
want to work and raise families here. 

Emergency Services: Increase tax credit for 
Volunteers. Funding for equipment and facilities.

What infrastructure problems need What infrastructure problems need 
the most attention in your district?the most attention in your district?

Todd Morgan
I see the following as key infrastructure prob-

lems that will require my attention:
1. A new Thomas Johnson Bridge
2.  The redesign and build of the Great Mills Rd. / 

Rt. 5 intersection  up to Rt. 249
3. Highway safety initiatives including Rt. 235 and 

Rt. 231
4. Funding for our regional parks including Domin-

ion Park and greater waterfront access for our citizens.
 Through my long, extensive experience and work-

ing relationship with Federal and State officials I will 
work to identify sources and obtain funding for these 
projects.

Bill Bates
Putting the Solomons Bridge replacement on a fast 

track to begin construction now, not years from now.  
The replacement bridge must be designed to allow for 
pedestrian use, emergency pull-off lanes, and barriers 
to prevent suicide.  The bridge is vitally important to 

our local economy, and to 
the people who use it to commute to work daily.  We 
must continue the installation of the internet / broad-
band to all our communities.  

 
What would you do in the off months What would you do in the off months 

when the General Assembly is not in when the General Assembly is not in 
session?session?

Todd Morgan
I will be available to my constituents on a continual 

basis and be responsive to their needs and concerns. I 
intend to open a local office and I would hire a local 
legislative assistant to ensure that citizens have access 
to me if I were unavailable . I will use social media 
platforms to promote communication.  I will work with 
both sets of County Commissioners on issues where 
assistance in Annapolis is required.

Todd Morgan Bill Bates
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Bill Bates
I will be a full time Delegate; I will not have any 

other employment.  I will work on interim stud-
ies that might be assigned to my committee.  I 
will hold Town Halls within the Counties.  I will 
attend the County Commissioner meetings and 
hearings in both Calvert and St. Mary’s counties. 
I will travel throughout both counties observing 
the activities and meeting with, and listening to, 
business owners, farmers, the residents, and 
government employees. 

What other issues do you feel need to What other issues do you feel need to 
be addressed in your district if elected?be addressed in your district if elected?

Todd Morgan
I will continue to work at being the liaison between 

the leadership of the Patuxent River Naval Air Station 
to the contractors and to our community. I will work 
diligently focusing on job creation, lowering taxes, 
supporting small business, promoting clean and us-
able waterways , and supporting our law enforcement 

officers and first responders.

Bill Bates
Small Business - I will work with the counties to 

identify taxes that can be reduced or eliminated. I 
will develop legislation that will stimulate existing 
businesses and encourage new businesses in Calvert 
and St. Mary’s Counties.  Preservation and protection 
of Natural Resource.  Funding for renovation and de-
velopment of Community / Recreation Centers. 

District 29C Continued  

Calvert County Commissioner District 3 (1)
What skills, talent or experience do you What skills, talent or experience do you 

think you bring to the table that will help you think you bring to the table that will help you 
be an effective county commissioner?be an effective county commissioner?

Catherine Grasso (R)
My work experience includes Manager of my agen-

cy’s budget for five years.  
I was known for conducting meetings that brought 

diverse individuals together while achieving positive 
outcomes.

It has been my honor to be President, Republican 
Women Leaders of Calvert as well as Chair, Calvert 
County Republican Central Committee.  I consider 
this public service.

With the Calvert Memorial Hospital Foundation 
Ball Committee we raised funds for the hospital’s ex-
pansion and upgradingl.

As a member of the Calvert County Board of Li-
brary Trustee, I worked on the selection, layout and 
design of the new library in North Beach.  

Darrell Roberts (D)
Father, Husband, Uncle and Friend. Worked on 

Uncles Farm growing up. Served with honor and in-
tegrity in two branches of the military. Deployed 
overseas for peacekeeping duties. Directed national 
nonprofit organization for almost 14 years, extensive 
knowledge in raising millions of dollars, creating, 
and managing budgets and employees. Helped tens of 
thousands of veterans and their families. Successfully 
worked across political lines. Union member, Sheet 
Metal Worker, BA in Business and Graduate Degree 
in Executive Leadership. Clarity on communications; 
approachable and transparent in my work. Common-
sense approach to issues. I know who I work for– the 
residents of Calvert County.

  What are the three most important is-What are the three most important is-
sues facing Calvert County in the next year sues facing Calvert County in the next year 
that should be addressed by the county that should be addressed by the county 
commissioners.commissioners.

Catherine Grasso
High-density, uncontrolled growth; abundant traffic 

and failing intersections; and school choice.

Darrell Roberts
Uncontrolled Growth, lack of transparency and ac-

cessibility of residents to attend public meetings given 
time and location. Safety and health of our citizens.

What changes if any would you make to the What changes if any would you make to the 
way things are currently operating in county way things are currently operating in county 
government?government?

Catherine Grasso
My overwhelming responsibility would be to com-

municate with our taxpayers to obtain their comments 
and desire for the direction of our county.  Keeping 
their feedback in mind, I would proceed strategically 
keeping in mind the cost/benefit.

Darrell Roberts
Move the Board of County Commissioners Day 

Meetings to Evening Meetings, so residents have a 
better chance to attend. Incorporate Town Hall Meet-
ings periodically throughout the county. The town 
halls should be based upon a criterion of need and time 
frame.

How much growth should Calvert accom-How much growth should Calvert accom-
modate in the next 10 years?modate in the next 10 years?

Catherine Grasso
Quality of life in Calvert County is under siege.  

Citizens moved to Maryland’s smallest county for its 
rural character and quality of life that is afforded us in 
this county.  High-density residences on top of com-
mercial businesses will definitely exacerbate an over-
abundance of traffic and gridlock.

We need to pause development, reevaluate the best 
and most realistic way to move forward with Calvert’s 
infrastructure while taking into consideration what 
our taxpayers have demanded since 2018.  Then we 
proceed strategically. 

We need to take a look at our zoning laws, ordi-
nances and regulations that exist today.  In any given 
scenario, the proposed fourteen residences per acre is 
too much.

Darrell Roberts
Calvert County should only accommodate growth 

that is well thought out, necessary, and strategically 
planned. Those growth plans should undergo the nec-
essary steps to ensure that any and all environmental 
issues or concerns are addressed. Most importantly, 
that residents are aware of and approve of the proposed 
growth.  

Calvert County At-Large Board of Educa-
tion (2)

What skills, talent or experience do you What skills, talent or experience do you 
think you bring to the table that will help you think you bring to the table that will help you 
be an effective school board member?be an effective school board member?

Lisa Grenis
My experience in public education spans 26 years. I 

Catherine Grasso Darrell Roberts Jana Post Tracy McGuire Lisa Grenis Camile T. Khaleesi
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have served as a teacher, learning spe-
cialist and parent volunteer. Through-
out my career I have seen first-hand the 
benefits a strong partnership between 
parents and teachers bring to our edu-
cational system. 

If elected I will focus on being a 
voice and advocate for both parents 
and teachers, with the goal of provid-
ing the best education possible for our 
students. This includes creating a safe 
and welcoming learning environment 
for students from all backgrounds and 
a common-sense approach to what is 
being taught in the classroom.

Camile T. Khaleesi
I bring experience in shifting culture, 

increasing retention and best practices 
I’m recruiting. Additionally, I bring ob-
jective critical thinking and active lis-
tening skills.   I have experience lead-
ing organizations successfully through 
change.   I also have direct experience 
and knowledge of Special Education 
programing and processes.

Tracy H. McGuire
I was a school classroom and office 

volunteer, was elected HES PTA Presi-
dent, served on NMS PTA executive 
board, was President of the CCCPTAs, 
served as Treasurer for the Cub Scout 
Pack and the Boy Scout Troop, Cub 
Scout Pack Treasurer again, a catechist 
at my Church, and a School Board 
member from 2008 to 2020.

I came to my decision to run for 
school board a 4th time because I be-
lieve my demonstrated dedication, ex-
perience and knowledge can continue 
to serve my community to address the 
challenges of teacher shortages, student 
learning and well being, and meaning-
ful community engagement.

Jana Post 
I have four children currently en-

rolled in CCPS and am an active mem-
ber of my community.  I have experi-
ence in human resources management, 
budget development, and knowledge of 
procurement/contracts. I have served 
on several boards over the last 20 years. 
I will work to bring an ideological bal-
ance to our current board to better rep-
resent our community and represent 
all constituents to the maximum extent 
possible. 

What are the three most im-What are the three most im-
portant issues facing the Calvert portant issues facing the Calvert 
County Public Schools in the next County Public Schools in the next 
year that should be addressed by year that should be addressed by 
the school board.the school board.

Lisa Grenis
Following the pandemic, we need to 

make sure students are academically 
back on track. At the state and county 
level, scores are down. It is important 
to ensure students are excelling in the 
basics and on a path to pursue their 
interests whether college or technical 
training.

Full transparency is critical. For 
parents, teachers and students, there 
should be no surprises in the curricu-
lum. This means ensuring learning 
materials are age-appropriate, without 
personal and political points of view.

Safety is top priority. Every CCPS 
school needs a certified SRO, and 
teachers, staff and students should be 
trained and prepared.

Camile T. Khaleesi
Retention and Recruiting,   Student 

mental health, and budget allocation.

Tracy H. McGuire
Teacher shortages, student learning 

and wellbeing, and meaningful com-

munity engagement

Jana Post
Learning loss (especially for ele-

mentary school children), educational 
resources/training, school safety, and 
curriculum.

How will you balance the con-How will you balance the con-
cerns of some parents about cerns of some parents about 
Critical Race Theory with the de-Critical Race Theory with the de-
sires for equity in the classroom. sires for equity in the classroom. 
Are they mutually exclusive?Are they mutually exclusive?

Lisa Grenis
Schools are a place for learning and 

thinking, not ideological conditioning. 
Diversity, equity and inclusion make 
our schools better places to learn where 
everyone is treated with dignity and re-
spect. Aspects of Critical Race Theory 
are creating levels of misunderstand-
ing, distrust and division that do not 
belong in our schools. We want unity 
in our schools and equal opportunity 
for all students to reach their fullest 
potential.

Camile T. Khaleesi
I am always open and available to 

hear parent concerns and partner in 
finding solutions.  

Tracy H. McGuire
Good news, parent concerns about 

CRT are unfounded.  Equity in educa-
tion can proceed without reference to 
manufactured concerns about some-
thing called CRT that is not part of the 
k-12 curriculum.

Jana Post
I would continue to educate the com-

munity about CRT and work to ensure 
that the efforts of CCPS are not focused 
on equal outcomes for every student. 
Instead of looking at everyone through 
a racial lense, the necessary resources 
each child needs to succeed. In addi-
tion, our policies reflecting discipline, 
etc. should be consistently applied and 
adhered to regardless of race. 

Will you vote to change the Will you vote to change the 
policy limiting public comment to policy limiting public comment to 
10 speakers per meeting?10 speakers per meeting?

Lisa Grenis
Yes. The Board of Education is ac-

countable to the citizens of Calvert 
County, and it is essential we provide 
an open forum for everyone to be 
heard. We want all points of view, so 
the Board is well informed and able to 
make decisions in the best interest of 
the parents, students, teachers and staff 
we serve.

Camile T. Khaleesi
Depending on when and how this 

comes to a vote yes, but it is not a per-
tinent question when there hasn’t even 
been 10 commentors requesting to 
speak.   This request has been a bully-
ing tactic and could have been resolved 
through conversation and collaboration 
with fellow board members.  I support 
any number of commentors who wish 
to speak on relevant topics.  

Tracy H. McGuire
If the motion is to have unlimited 

public comment without any boundar-
ies, i.e., comments limited to BoE poli-
cy, budget, decisions, I will vote no.  If 
the BoE members want to modify cur-
rent practice around public comment, I 
am happy to have the discussion with 
fellow Board members.

Jana Post
I would vote to lift the 10-person lim-

it for public comment at BOE meetings.



Thursday, October 20, 2022 21The County Times Letter to Editor

FINANCIAL FOCUS
how should you pay for 

short-term financial goals?

Article was contributed by David McDonough 
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones

Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301 997 1707

As you go through life, you will likely have long- and short-term financial 
goals. But how will your strategies for meeting your long-term goals differ 
from those needed for your short-term ones?

If you’re like most people, your biggest long-term goal is achieving a com-
fortable retirement. And for this goal, a common strategy is putting away 
money in tax-advantaged retirement vehicles, such as your 401(k) and IRA.

So, how should you go about preparing for shorter-term goals, such as a 
family vacation, home renovation, wedding or major purchase?

For starters, determine what your goal is, how much you can spend on it 
and when you’ll need the money. Even if you can’t pinpoint a precise amount, 
you can develop a good estimate. Of course, the sooner you start this pro-
cess, the better off you’ll be, because you’ll have more time to save.

Your next decision involves the manner in which you save for your short-
term goal. Specifically, what savings or investment vehicles should you use? 
The answer will be different for everyone, but you need to make sure that 
your investments align with your risk tolerance and time horizon. And you’ll 
want to ensure, as much as possible, that a certain amount of money is avail-
able for you at the specific time you’ll need it.

If you aren’t able to save enough to reach a short-term goal, you have other 
options — you can borrow what you need, or you can potentially sell invest-
ments to cover the cost. How can you decide which choice is best?

To help make up your mind, you’ll first want to consider some of the most 
common borrowing options: credit cards, home equity loans, personal loans 
and margin loans. (A margin loan lets you borrow against the value of in-
vestments you already own). How might each of these loans fit into your 
overall financial strategy? Will the repayment schedule work with your cash 
flow and budget?

You’ll then want to compare the costs and benefits of borrowing, in what-
ever form, against selling investments. For example, if you can borrow at a 
lower interest rate compared to the return you think you can get from your 
investments, borrowing might be a reasonable choice. You’ll also need to 
consider other factors, such as your credit score, taxes, fees associated with 
selling investments and time needed to repay debts. If, for instance, selling 
investments will trigger a large amount of taxes, borrowing might be pref-
erable. You’ll also want to consider whether there’s a penalty or high costs 
associated with selling investments. In addition, if you have a long time ho-
rizon for a loan, you may want to sell investments to avoid paying interest 
for a longer period of time, and thus driving up the overall cost of borrowing.        
Finally, keep in mind that you may have built an investment mix designed 
to align with your goals and risk tolerance. If you were to sell any of these 
investments to meet short-term needs, you would want to consider the need 
to rebalance your portfolio to maintain your desired asset allocation.  

As you can see, there’s a lot to think about when it comes to paying for 
short-term goals. But by carefully evaluating your options, you can make the 
choices that are right for your needs.

Brandon Russell has my support for 
County Commissioner.  He has spent 
time meeting with various agency and 
department heads to learn what their 
needs and concerns are.  He has come 
up with a very thoughtful and respon-
sible set of plans to move our county 
and its citizens forward.  We need this 
kind of proactive leadership, rather than 

the reactive and thoughtless (absence 
of thought or any kind of concern for 
the future of citizens) place keeping we 
have had for years.  Vote for Brandon as 
though your future depends on it—be-
cause it does!

Diana Donahue
Mechanicsville, MD 20659

To The Editor:

To the Editor:
Four More Years?

For the last 12 years, Todd Morgan 
has been Commissioner for Lexington 
Park and Great Mills. He ran unop-
posed twice. This year, for the first time, 
there are two new faces vying to replace 
term-limited Morgan.

Scott Ostrow is a businessman. He 
works as a defense contractor and moved 
here from out of state. He believes his 
business experience will provide him 
with the skills to hold office. Mr. Ostrow 
serves on the Tri-County Council, has 
raised his children in St. Mary’s County, 
and is active in his church and commu-
nity organizations. Todd Morgan is…

Actually, that entire paragraph de-
scribes him too. In fact, Mr. Morgan is 
the chair of the Tri-County Council, to 
which Mr. Ostrow was recently appoint-
ed. As far as this voter can tell, the only 
difference between Morgan and Ostrow 
is Ostrow supports the YMCA—some-
thing Morgan repeatedly voted against. 
Note, however, that the final vote for 
fully funding that project will lie with 
the new commissioners elected in No-
vember. Can we count on Ostrow to 
continue supporting the YMCA if he is 
elected?

Steve Tuttle is a Navy Veteran. He is 
currently working for a contractor on 
base, but he doesn’t sit behind a desk in 
a suit. Every morning, Mr. Tuttle puts 
on his uniform and reports to a hangar 
on base where he spends his days as a 
self-described “wrench-turner.” He is a 
proud member of the International As-
sociation of Machinists and Aerospace 
Workers. Steve has worked diligently 
to support his community. This voter 
found videos from 2020 where Mr. 
Tuttle specifically asks the county com-
missioners for pay parity for our police 

officers.
“In order to have a safe and healthy 

community and society, you need to pay 
your police officers, your teachers, and 
your bus drivers…what they are due,” 
he said.

During the October 3rd candidate 
forum, Mr. Tuttle outlined quite delib-
erately that he absolutely supports our 
volunteer rescue squads. I’ve seen him 
at various rescue squad and fire depart-
ment fundraisers, and I can tell he has a 
deep respect for these individuals.

At the same candidate forum, Mr. 
Ostrow agreed with Mr. Tuttle when 
saying he trusted educators to make the 
best decisions possible for the children 
they teach. More often than not, Mr. Os-
trow said he agreed with what Mr. Tuttle 
responded. He even made a joke about it 
at the end of the debate!

So what is the difference between Os-
trow & Morgan? This voter isn’t sure, 
but I can tell you there is a difference 
between Ostrow and Tuttle. Mr. Tuttle 
has shown care and dedication to his 
community through acts of service.

Mr. Tuttle has worked with the 
WARM program for several years, di-
rectly helping our homeless population. 
He serves on the Animal Control Ad-
visory Board, which recently celebrat-
ed the opening of the new St. Mary’s 
County Animal Shelter. I would say he 
is more than ready for the job.

You can’t run the government like a 
business—governing is about the peo-
ple. This November you have a choice. 
Scott Ostrow will be four more years 
of Todd Morgan. Vote for Steve Tuttle 
and elect someone who focuses on 
people and who believes in strength in 
community.

 
Mike Pecota, Lexington Park, MD

If you would like to submit a Letter to the Editor 
include your name & town of residence.

Email: DickMyers@countytimes.net
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Shops
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Maryland
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Save the Date! 
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By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

“What we’ve got here is failure to 
communicate.”

That’s one of the most famous and 
most quoted lines in movie history. It 
comes from the opening scene of the 
1967 flick “Cool Hand Luke,” in which 

the authoritarian prison captain played 
by character actor Strother Martin ad-
vises Paul Newman’s title character after 
he is beaten into submission.

Failure to communicate has been a 
mantra in this year’s Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) races and by 
the current commissioner board when 
criticizing the current Board of Educa-

tion members.
At a recent BOCC meeting, the school 

board was chastised once again, this time 
for charging the county to use school fa-
cilities for recreation when the county 
doesn’t charge the school system for 
the use of the aquatics center and golf 
course. The county also maintains out-
door athletic fields.

When the proposed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that  extends the 
existing arrangement was brought before 
the BOCC several weeks ago, Commis-
sioner Chris Gadway said, “It appears 
that we, as the county government, are 
using the taxpayers’ dollars to pay the 
board of education twice for the same fa-
cility, once to build it and maintain it and 
then again to use it for something outside 
of students or possibly even during the 
school activities.”

Commissioner Mike Hart added, 
“We’re all supposed to be on the same 
team at the end of the day. They’re all our 
kids.”

Hart said, “I don’t want to sound petty, 
but it feels petty to me because we do a 
whole lot,” adding, “I know this is always 
such a touchy subject, but it just feels pet-
ty that we would get a bill when we don’t 
send a bill.”

Hart said, “We hear it all the time, we 
need better fields,” adding the money 
paid to the school board could be used 
for upgrades.

Gadway said, “The bottom line is any 
of these dollars are coming from the tax-
payers, every single one of these dollars.”

Commissioner President Buddy Hance 
said, “We pay for 60 percent of the con-
struction costs this year. We’re going to 
write them a check for $140 million, and 
they’re concerned over collecting $7,000 
from us for using beans. Just think about 
that, ladies and gentlemen.”

At a school board meeting member 
Dawn Balinski observed the flap as re-
ported by The County Times and asked 
for a report back from their staff.

At the Oct. 13 school board meeting, 
Chief of Operations Anthony Navarro 
presented the report on the MOU as if 
everything was fine between the two 
boards.

H i t t i n g 
at the crux 
of the is-
sue, Na-
varro said, 
“The board 
requires a 
c u s t o d i a l 
r e p r e s e n -
tative to 
be present 
when parks and rec indoor activities are 
held at schools are when our school of-
fices are closed. The board representative 
shall be responsible for scheduling this 
representative. And this representative 
shall remain on site and available for cus-
todial support of parks and rec activities. 
And a parks and rec representative will 
remain on site to enforce the rules and 
policies as set forth in the MOU and en-
sure the safety of the use.”

He noted the school system is billing 
the county $17,000 for the use.

But Balinski was perplexed. She said, 
“There were comments in the paper, I be-
lieve. Do you know what the complaints 
were on behalf of the county as far as 
their having to pay us?” 

Navarro responded, “I do not Miss 
Balinski, but I can find out. I can ask 
Mrs. Vassallo (deputy county adminis-
trator), at the county level.”

Balinski said, “I was reading through, 
I thought that’s what this would be 
answering.”

Navarro responded to an inquiry from 
board member Pat Nutter if there had 
been any problems with the arrangement: 
“There are no issues that (have) come to 
my attention.”

 	 He added, “I did review this 
with Mrs. Vassallo this week and she 
said she had some suggestions. So, she 
knew in advance what was going to be 
presented today.”

	 The commissioners decided to 
approve the MOU for a one-year exten-
sion instead of the requested five years 
in hopes of working things out with the 
school board in the next year, or at least 
with the new school superintendent, Dr. 
Andrae Townsel.

	 dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Sell it  - Buy it  
at 
Tri County Livestock Auction

1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month – Auction begins at 4 PM
Located Off MD Rt. 6 West – Charlotte Hall, MD 

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm
330011..990044..33440022

Grocery Auction – Hughesville VFD/EMS
Saturday, October 22, 2022 – 5 pm

(Registration/Doors Open at 4 pm)

Grocery Auction – Mother Catherine Academy
Mother Catherine Academy – Mechanicsville, MD

Thursday, November 17, 2022 – 6 pm
(Registration/Doors Open at 5 pm)

Southern Maryland 
Farm & Country Christmas Auction 

Westfield Farm Arena & Auction Barn
26689 Laurel Grove Road – Mechanicsville, MD
Saturday, December 10, 2022 – 9 am

Auction Preview on Friday Evening
Live, Handcrafted Evergreen Wreaths & Centerpieces; 
Poinsettias (various sizes); Handcrafted Quilts; Crafts & 

Furniture; New Items; More
If interested in consigning new, quality furniture/crafts/items, contact us 

as soon as possible so we can get your items listed & advertised. 

Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults, 
Cremation Services and Pre-Need Planning

Family Owned and Operated by 
Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross

Where Life and Heritage are Celebrated

During a difficult 
time… still your best choice.

Owings
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane

410-257-6181

Port Republic
4405 Broomes Island Rd.

410-586-0520

Lusby
20 American Lane
410-326-9400

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

School Board Punts Chance for Communication
Fails to Deal with Commissioner Concerns

Calvert County Public Schools 
Chief of Operations Anthony 
Navarro
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HANDYMAN SERVICE
BY TOM

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
301-884-6177 • 240-464-3978

•	Bathroom
•	Painting
•	Kitchens
•	Carpentry

•	Drywall Repairs
•	Basement Finishing
•	Ceramic Tiles
•	All Types of Repairs

Serving all of Southern Maryland
MHIC 16265

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Call Don for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
• Any Size Stump
• Easy Backyard Access
• Veteran Owned Business
• Self- Propelled Equipment
• No Vehicles on Your Lawn
• Uprooted Stumps

LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS
SERVING ST. MARY'S COUNTY & CALVERT COUNTY

%

ON NEWSSTANDS EVERY THURSDAY & ONLINE AT COUNTYTIMES.NET County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated. 
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply 
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand 
running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving 

services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power 
Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & 

Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, 
Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors, 

Trash And Junk Removal Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

Right of BuRial
SoutheRn MeMoRial gaRdenS

dunkiRk, Md

2 gRave SiteS + 2 vaultS + 2 caSketS 
with inteRnMent fee’S $10,700. 

 contact doReen | 702.275.2507c.

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

8
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Calvert County 
Prescription Medication
Take-Back Day
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
No questions asked!
• Remove unused and expired medications 

from your home.

• Keep prescription medications from 
being abused.

• Prevention, treatment and recovery 
information will be available.

• Syringe disposal and Narcan training will 
be available at Northeast and Southern 
Community Centers. 

• Deterra medication drug disposal packets 
will be available free of charge for county 
residents. The packets allow medications 
to be deactivated and thrown in your 
household trash. Limit of three packets 
per family, while supplies last.

Drop Off Locations:
• Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 

Prince Frederick

• Maryland State Police, Barrack “U” 
Prince Frederick

• Northeast Community Center 
Chesapeake Beach

• Southern Community Center 
Lusby

Sponsored by the Calvert Alliance 
Against Substance Abuse, Inc.
For more information, call 410-535-3733.

By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

The Maryland Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) annual visit to Calvert County is scheduled 
for Oct. 25 at 10 a.m. The visit is part of the depart-
ment’s tour of Maryland’s 23 counties and Balti more 
City in advance of the legislative session to report on 
what is included in the Consolidated Transportation 
Plan (CTP) presented to the legislature. Maryland De-
partment of Transportation Secretary James F. Ports, 
Jr., and the heads of MDOT’s five business units and 
one authority are expected to attend.

Ahead of that meeting the Calvert County Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) got a staff briefing on 
Oct. 18 on what to expect from the state officials.

The only major project expected is billed as “Study 
to Upgrade MD 4 between MD 2 and MD 235 includ-
ing the IJ (Governor Thomas Johnson) Bridge. The 
bulk of the study limit is in St. Mary’s County.

Transportation Planner Jessica Gaetano told the 
BOCC, “In March 2022, U.S. Senators Ben Cardin 
and Chris Van Hollen worked to allocate direct fed-
eral investments for local projects across the Southern 
Maryland region within the fiscal year 2022 omnibus 
funding legislation: $1 million was secured to support 
the project design for the widening of MD 4 and the 
Thomas Johnson (TJ) Bridge replacement. The FY23 
CTP draft allocates an additional $1 million to the TJ 
Bridge replacement study.”

	 The amount of funding allocated for a project 
expected to cost upwards of $1 billion, elicited a quip 
from Commissioner President Buddy Hance, “What 
are you going to do with $2 million? It won’t fill a 

pothole.”
	 Gaetano said she has been led to believe the 

study might include suicide prevention measures for 
the bridge.

	 Gaetano noted, “In addition, Calvert County 
is to receive funding for resurfacing and road reha-
bilitation projects at various locations throughout the 
county. Safety and spot improvement funding is to be 
awarded to Calvert to improve multiple intersections 
on Hallowing Point Road (MD 231), plus funding for 
sidewalk upgrades for Bayside Road (MD 261) for Safe 
Routes to Schools via the Transportation Alternatives 
Program. The draft includes funding for various re-
placement and maintenance equipment via the System 
Preservations Minor Projects Program. Phase 4 of the 
MD 2/4 widening project in Prince Fred-
erick remains on hold.”

	 Hance said he has been led to 
believe the Route 231 study will include 
improvements to the intersections at 
Eden Lane, Adelina Road and Skipjack 
Road. He said the Skipjack Road project 
at the industrial park might be the most 
problematic because of wetlands and 
right-of-way restrictions, but he hoped 
that would be included.

	 In June, the county presented 
the following priority list to MDOT:

Highway: 
• Governor Thomas Johnson Bridge 

and MD 4
 • MD 2-4 (Phases 3A and 3B) north 

of the current Phase, north of Fox Run to 

north of Stoakley Road
 • MD 231 Corridor Improvements 
Safety: 
• MD 231 Corridor
• MD 4 in Anne Arundel County
• MD 261 at Beach Drive
Transit:
Service Expansion
• Transit Transfer Station
Community Safety and Enhancement Program:
• Safe Routes to school
 • Richfield Station Intersection
 • Lusby Town Center Streetscape
	 dicknyers@countytimes.net

County Prepares for State Transportation Visit
What’s Planned for the TJ Bridge?

By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

The aquifers underlying Calvert Coun-
ty provide a source of water for residenc-
es and businesses. The most used aquifer 
for water supply is the Aquia, which runs 
from 100 to 48- feet below ground.

“The Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) and the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS) have 
had a Joint Funding Agreement in place 
for several years for the real-time collec-
tion of water levels in the Aquia Aquifer,” 
according to Department of Public Works 
Water & Sewer Division Chief Chris Hall 
at the Oct. 18 BOCC meeting.

	 In June the commissioners had 
requested a briefing on the stratus of 
groundwater and Jeff Raffensperger of 
USGS did just that at the meeting.

Raffensperger explained that in addi-
tion to the Aquia, parts of Calvert have 
underlying it the following:

Upper and Lower Patapsco Greater 
than 800 feet below ground level)

Limited information due to scarcity of 
wells
➢ Significant supply capacity is 

available
 ➢ Increasing use (Lower Patapsco) as a 

supplement to the Aquia aquifer for larger 
users since 2015

Magothy (around 700 feet)
 ➢ Only present in the northern part of 

the county 
➢ Rarely used for water supply
 ➢ Limited wells in the southern part of 

the county

Aquia (100-480 feet)
 ➢ Generally good water quality
 ➢ Water levels declined significantly 

between 1970 and 2000
➢ Water levels have remained near con-

stant or recovered since 2000 
➢ Shifting a portion of public-supply 

withdrawals from the Aquia aquifer to 
the Patapsco aquifers could result in an 
increase in available drawdown 

 Nanjemoy-Piney Point (75-230 feet)
➢ Generally good water quality
 ➢ Reliable long-term water supply
➢ Water levels remain substantially 

above Aquia (greater than 800 feet below 
the surface) 

	 With the precipitous drop in the 
Aquia Aquifer over the last 20 years of 
the 20th Century, some wells were be-
ing drilled deeper into the Patapsco. But 
Raffensperger said the leveling off and 
in case cases slight rebound in the Aquia 
may cause a rethinking of that.

Commissioner Chris Gadway said the 
briefing was a good indication of the 
quantity of available groundwater, but he 
wanted to know about the quality of it, 
particularly in light of the PFAS contami-
nation at the Navy base south of Chesa-
peake Beach.

	 Raffensperger said that wasn’t 
in his bailiwick and suggested the com-
missioners ask Maryland Geological Sur-
vey to provide then with that information.

 dickmyers@countytimes.net
Cutline
One of the sampling locations showing 

the drop in the Aquia Aquifer and then 
recent leveling off.

Report Shows Improvement in 
Groundwater Source
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CALVERT COUNTY SHERIFF'S CRIME BLOTTER
During the week of September 12, 2022 – September 18, 2022, deputies of the Calvert County Sheriff’s Office responded to 1,769 calls for service throughout the community

For More Information:
410-535-1600, ext. 8806 / 410-535-3733 Relay for Hearing Impaired: 800-735-2258 

How to Register:
Online registration powered by RunSignUp at www.runsignup.com/CAASA5k

Saturday, Nov. 5 | 9 a.m.
Early registration and check-in at 8 a.m.
STEP-BY-STEP 5K RACE
The 3.1-mile course (MD 12024JS) begins and ends at the Calvert Marine Museum 
covering scenic Solomons on hard roads and through residential areas. No dogs 
or pets. Strollers allowed. Refreshments provided to all participants. Free T-shirts 
provided for the first 100 paid participants. Awards for runners in all age categories.

REGISTRATION FEES
$30 in advance, $40 day of race
$25 CAASA and CBRC members
 $20 students 21 and younger

Event held in memory of Mike Blackwell, a runner killed while jogging on Broomes 
Island Road. All proceeds to benefit CAASA programs.

THE CALVERT ALLIANCE AGAINST SUBSTANCE ABUSE PRESENTS

22ND ANNUAL

Local NewsCalvertCalvert 6

During the week of October 3, 2022 
– October 9, 2022, deputies of the Cal-
vert County Sheriff’s Office responded 
to 1,418 calls for service throughout the 
community. 

Burglary: 22-57846
On October 5, 2022, Deputy Tavares 

responded to the 5300 block of Williams 
Wharf Road in St. Leonard, for the re-
port of a burglary that had already oc-
curred. The complainant advised some-
time between 11 a.m. on Oct. 4 and 7:15 
a.m. on Oct. 5, an unknown suspect (s) 
forced entry into a shed on the property 
and stole a blue and yellow 2001 Yama-
ha Banshee. The estimated value of the 
stolen property is $8,000.00.

Damaged Property: 22-58283
On October 7, 2022, DFC Ward re-

sponded to Mount Harmony Elementary 
School located at 900 W. Mt. Harmony 
Lane in Owings, for the report of prop-
erty destruction. The complainant ad-
vised that 12 concrete patio stone pavers 
had been damaged. The estimated value 
of the damaged property is $200.00.

Damaged Property: 22-58641
On October 8, 2022, Deputy Dai-

ley responded to Dunkirk Park located 
at 10750 Southern Maryland Bou-
levard in Dunkirk, for the report of 
property destruction. The complain-
ant advised sometime between 4 p.m. 
and 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect (s) 
destroyed a urinal, a paper towel dis-
penser, and a soap dispenser in a bath-
room at the park. The estimated value 
of the damaged property is $700.00. 
 
Theft: 22-57880

On October 5, 2022, Deputy Ashley 
responded to the 1000 block of Adelina 
Road in Prince Frederick, for the report 
of a theft. The complainant advised 
sometime between 6 p.m. on Oct. 3 and 
4:45 a.m. on Oct. 4, approximately 400-
500 feet of copper wire was stolen from 
the bed of the victim’s work truck. The 
estimated value of the stolen property is 
between $500-$1,000.00.

Theft: 22-57952
On October 5, 2022, Deputy Ashley 

received a report of a theft. The com-
plainant advised two handicap placards 
were stolen from an unlocked vehicle 
that was parked outside the Walmart lo-
cated at 150 N Solomons Island Road in 
Prince Frederick. The estimated value 
of the stolen property is $90.00.

ARRESTS
On October 5, 2022, 

Deputy Sylver respond-
ed to the Giant located 
at 655 North Solomon’s 
Island Road in Prince 
Frederick, for the report 
of trespassing and theft. 
The complainant advised 
Robert Allen Rice, 56 of 
no fixed address, entered 

the Giant with a pushcart to gather gro-
ceries. After grocery shopping, Rice left 
his cart at the front door and proceeded 
to get on a handicapped mobility scooter 
and left the area. Investigation revealed 
Rice had previously trespassed from the 
property. Rice was placed into custody 
and transported to the Calvert County 
Detention Center where he was charged 
with Theft: $1500 to Under $25,000 and 
Trespass: Private Property.

On October 5, 2022, Deputy Huy 
responded to the Starbucks located 
at 55 Harrow Lane in Prince Freder-
ick, for the report of trespassing. The 
complainant advised Marvin Wayne 
Thomas, 56 of Prince Frederick, was 

inside the Starbucks 
and had been previously 
trespassed from the es-
tablishment. Thomas 
was placed under arrest 
and transported to the 
Calvert County Deten-
tion Center where he 
was charged with Tres-
pass: Private Property. 

On October 6, 2022, Deputy Claggett 
responded to the 3800 block of E. Ches-
apeake Beach Road in Chesapeake 
Beach, for the report of a theft. Investi-
gation revealed Nathan Oliver White, 

40 of Chesapeake 
Beach, entered the es-
tablishment and grabbed 
a black leather backpack 
(containing:1 Apple Air 
Pod Pro, 1 Apple Air 
Pod, 1 Set of Keys, and 
$20 US Currency) on 
the counter and placed 
it underneath his hoodie, 

and exited the store. White was identi-
fied as a suspect from video surveillance 
and later admitted to the theft. The to-
tal value of the stolen property was 
$802.04. White was transported to the 
Calvert County Detention Center where 
he was charged with Theft: $100 to un-
der $1500. 

On October 6, 2022, Cpl. Robshaw 
initiated a traffic stop on a motorcycle 
in the area of Rt. 4 and Lower Marlboro 
Road. The motorcycle was observed 
splitting traffic, driving down the cen-
ter line causing vehicles to swerve out 
of the way. The motorcycle accelerated 
as Cpl. Robshaw approached with lights 
and sirens. The operator of the bike was 
traveling at speeds of 123 mph in a 55-
mph zone during rush hour weaving in 
and out of traffic with no regard for oth-

er drivers on the road-
way. The driver of the 
motorcycle, Brad Allen 
Lafley, 36 of Dunkirk, 
was stopped southbound 
Rt. 4 at Walnut Creek 
in Huntingtown and 
placed under arrest for 
Reckless Driving, Neg-
ligent Driving, and Flee-

ing and Eluding as well as other traffic 
offenses

On October 7, 2022, Cpl. Livings-
ton initiated a traffic stop in the area 
of Town Square Drive and H.G. True-
man Road in Lusby, for a traffic viola-
tion. During the course of the traffic 
stop, a probable cause search was con-
ducted and revealed a glass pipe with 
a copper filter, two “caps” containing 

a white rock-like sub-
stance (suspected crack 
cocaine), and a single 
mid-size white rock-
like substance (sus-
pected crack cocaine). 
The driver, Michael 
Stephen Gallow, 60 of 
Lusby, was placed un-

der arrest and transported to the Calvert 
County Detention Center and charged 
with CDS: Possession-Not Cannabis. 

On October 8, 2022, Cpl. Kelly re-
sponded to the Tiki Bar located at 85 
Charles Street in Solomons, to assist the 
Fire Department evacuate and secure a 
portion of the bar that had smoke and a 
potential fire coming from the ceiling 
area. During that time, patrons were 
asked to move a safe distance away 
or leave the Tiki Bar. David Wayne 
Chance, 40 of Preston, MD, started 

arguing about not leav-
ing. Chance was asked 
multiple times to move 
to a safe spot away from 
the smoke and potential 
fire, but refused and con-
tinued to argue causing a 
disturbance and distrac-
tion for other custom-
ers to see. Once again, 

Chance was instructed to leave the 
property but failed to comply. Chance 
was escorted off the property and was 
actively resisting arrest. Chance was 
placed in custody and transported to 
the Calvert County Detention Cen-
ter where he was charged with Disor-
derly Conduct and Resisting Arrest. 

On October 8, 2022, Deputy R. Mc-
Court Jr, was on routine patrol in the 
area of the Big Lots located at 765 N. 
Solomons Island Road in Prince Fred-
erick. Dep. McCourt observed Robert 
Allen Rice, 56 of no fixed address, 

walk onto the Big Lots property. It 
was confirmed through the Calvert 
County Control Center that Rice had 
been previously trespassed from the 
property. Rice was placed under ar-
rest and transported to the Calvert 
County Detention Center where he was 
charged with Trespass: Private Property. 
 
On October 9, 2022, Deputy Mister re-
sponded to Abner’s Crabhouse located 
at 3748 Harbor Road in Chesapeake 
Beach, for the report of trespassing. In-
vestigation revealed Dexter Erwin Hol-
land, 40 of Owings, was asked to leave 

the establishment by 
restaurant staff. Deputy 
Mister arrived on scene 
and observed Holland 
sitting at the bar refus-
ing to leave. Holland 
had a cup in his hand 
from another estab-
lishment. It is a rule of 
Abner’s Crabhouse to 

not have any outside food or beverage 
in the restaurant. Deputy Dymond ad-
vised Holland he was being trespassed 
and had to leave to which he failed to 
comply. Holland continued to yell caus-
ing a disturbance, drawing the attention 
of Abner’s patrons. Holland was placed 
into custody and transported to the Cal-
vert County Detention Center where 
he was charged with Trespass: Private 
Property and Disorderly Conduct.

Editor’s Note: The above arrests are 
not an indication of guilt or innocence 
as the cases have not been adjudicated.
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Lincoln2 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
Apartment 1215:

1 ,111 sq. ft.

Oversized windows and natural light

Large living room

Spacious Corner Apartment  
That’s Perfect for Entertaining

Lots of closet space 

Ful l-size washer and dryer

Granite countertops

Dishwasher

www.BrightviewCroftonRiverwalk.com
SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL VISIT TODAY!

L E T  YO U R  

 BrightBright  LIFE SHINE

Just north of Calvert County, Brightview Crofton Riverwalk 
residents have the freedom and opportunity to fill their 
days as they desire. Chef-prepared meals, music and 
entertainment, cultural and history events, fitness classes, 
movie nights, and more are available just down the hall from 
their apartment home. Come see why so many Calvert County 
seniors have already made the move to Brightview.

443.494.6901  
1301 Clarity Drive | Crofton, MD 21114

WITH PREMIER SENIOR LIVING CLOSE TO HOME

WE HAVE IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY

On October 15 at approximately 2:07 
a.m., deputies from the Calvert Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Patrol Bureau and 
Crash Reconstruction Team responded 
to the area of Southern Maryland Bou-
levard and Ward Road in Dunkirk, for a 
serious motor vehicle crash. 

Upon arrival, deputies located a sin-
gle vehicle, a blue Toyota Camry south-
bound on Southern Maryland Boule-
vard which had run off the roadway and 
struck a light pole.

The driver of the vehicle was identi-
fied as Kerri Ann Balser, 38 of Hun-
tingtown, MD. Balser was pronounced 
deceased on the scene. 

The passenger of the vehicle, Chris-
tina Marie Hall, 38 of Huntingtown, was 
transported to University of Maryland 
Capital Regional Medical Center with 
non-life-threatening injuries. 

Preliminary investigation has re-
vealed speed and alcohol were contrib-
uting factors to the crash. The crash re-
mains under investigation.

Anyone with information about this 
incident or events leading up to the 
crash, is asked to contact S/DFC. J.M. 
Hardesty with the Calvert County Sher-
iff’s Office Crash Reconstruction Team 
at 410-535-2800 or Jeffrey.Hardesty@
CalvertCountyMD.gov.

Woman Killed in Dunkirk Crash

Adult Community
ParkLexington

Active

NOW Available
1 & 2 bedroom 

apartments

21895 Pegg Road • Lexington Park, MD 20653 • (240)725-0111
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Early Voting: Oct 27 - Nov 3

Election Day: November 8

Supported By Endorsed By

Todd,  A Leader in Our Community

DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29C

Your voice in Annapolis

• 3-term County Commissioner
• Career Defense Contractor
• National Outstanding Eagle Scout  

Award RecipientTree STump removal

Free Estimate • 410-474-2377

Call for Stump 
Removal to 
Prevent Regrowth 
and Restore 
a Smooth 
Landscape
Commercial and
Residential

LOCALLY OWNED

By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

COVID-19 is still around, and vac-
cinations are still the best preventative, 
according to Calvert County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Laurence Polsky during his lat-
est report to the Calvert County Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) sit-
ting as the board of health at their Oct. 
18 meeting.

“As we head into what will almost 
certainly be another wave of Covid as 
we reach late fall and into the winter, it’s 
really important for people to keep up 
with their vaccinations,” the health of-
ficer said.

Showing a graph that highlighted the 
dramatic difference, Polsky said, “For 
people who were unvaccinated, they 
were about four and a half times more 
likely to be hospitalized during peaks of 
waves.”

 And regardless of the type of Covid, 
he said, “Whether Alpha, Delta, Omi-
cron, unvaccinated people were 10 to 
12 times more likely to need to be hos-
pitalized than people who were fully 
vaccinated.”

Polsky touted getting the new Biva-
lent Covid Vaccine. “Those are a combi-
nation of the original vaccine and a new 
component that targets the BA.4 and 
BA.5 strains. And that’s very important 
because we’ve seen with the last wave 
that more people who were vaccinated 
with the original vaccination were end-
ing up getting sick.” He explained. He 
said 90 percent of infections are in one 
of the two strains.

He said the original vaccine has “re-
ally good antibody response against 
the original strain, pretty good against 
Beta and Delta, but not a great response 
against the Omicron strains.”

As to the vaccine formulated for Omi-
cron, it had good response to that strain 
but nor so good against the earlier ones. 

But the new vaccine, he said, has 
“across the board, very good responses.”

He said he and his family have all got-
ten the Bivalent booster.

Polsky said there’s also an emphasis 
on getting that new booster more sooner 
than later because of the upcoming flu 
season and the potential for another Co-
vid wave.

 He said the earlier vaccinating will 
save lives and money.

Commissioner President Buddy 
Hance noted that Commissioner Weems 
was nor at the meeting because his son 
was home sick with the flu. Polsky said, 
“Nationally, there’ve already been some 
high schools shut down because they’ve 
had over 50 percent of their students out 
sick.”

Polsky observed that flu hasn’t been 
as prevalent over the last few years, per-
haps because people weren’t going out 
as much and social distancing.

With flu, the advice to parents, “just 
making sure people stay home when 
they’re not feeling well, which is what 
a lot of people did very well during the 
early days of Covid. If they were feel-
ing sick, they stayed home. We’ve kind 
of gotten out of that habit, I think a little 
bit.”

Polsky also reported, “Calvert’s over-
dose fatality rate is about half of the 
rate in our surrounding counties and 
less than half the rate for Maryland as 
a whole.”

He said, “We know that overdose 
deaths are not going away completely. It 
is incumbent on all of us to collectively 
pull together as a community, to do what 
we can to minimize the impacts, help 
those that are ready to get help, and lots 
of prevention efforts.”

He said of the significant improve-
ment in the fatality rates, “It’s in part be-
cause of the work we do with the health 
department, but very much a collective 
effort with agencies across the county. 
And we hope to keep all those efforts 
up.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Health Officer Touts New COVID 
Booster Shot
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CALVERT CONTENTS

WEEKLY FORECAST

Provided by www.accuweather.comHershey’s “BEST”
Hand-Dipped Ice Cream

12 Taste Tempting Flavors
Half Gallons - 30 Flavors!

Pints • Ice Cream Cakes

MON-FRI 6 AM - 8 PM • SAT-SUN 7 AM - 9 PM

Bowen's Grocery

4300 Hunting Creek Rd • Huntingtown, Maryland
follow us on facebook410-535-1304 410-257-2222

EXCHANGEABLE PROPANE TANKS

USDA Choice Beef 

“Our Own” Freshly Ground Chuck 
Steaks • Pork Chops • Fresh Chicken

Family Owned & Operated Since 1929
The Charm and Quality of the Past with the Convenience and Variety of Today

FULL LINE OF GROCERIES, MEAT, PRODUCE

Amish Baked Goods 
Delivered Weekly

Berger  & Otterbein's 
Specialty Cookies

WINE • COLD BEER

Large Variety

Frozen Crab Cakes 
From Dalys Seafood

LOCAL HONEY

Hot Lunch Specials 
Available Monday - Friday

Fresh Rolls      
Hot Soups

Sandwiches
And Subs

Hot & Cold

Chicken 
Salad

Homemade
Desserts

Full Service Meat Department
Custom Orders Welcome

Fresh MD Crab Meat
Lump • Jumbo Lump

LOCAL	 4
Fatal crash in Dunkirk under investigation

COMMUNITY	 9 
Bell, Book and Candle play performance coming 
soon

Island getaway for sale
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“We’re all supposed to be team at the 
end of the day. They’re all our kids.”

Commissioner Mike Hart on conflict with 
the Calvert Board of Education
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SPECIAL PULL OUT SECTION INSIDE

What’s Planned for What’s Planned for 
the TJ Bridge?the TJ Bridge?


