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“WE WILL NEVER HAVE THE LEVEL  
OF EXPERIENCE OR THE BREADTH  
OF KNOWLEDGE HE DOES.”
ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY JOHN HOUSER ON THE HIRING OF LOBBYIST 
BRUCE BEREANO

LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

INDEPENDENT 
LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE IS 
PRICELESS.

THANK YOU.

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM. 

Now, more than ever, St. Mary’s County needs 
trustworthy reporting —but good journalism isn’t free.

Please support The County Times by making a 
contribution.

Two easy ways to show your support:
· Call us at 301-373-4125 to pay by credit card
· Mail your check to:

My County Times
PO Box 250
Hollywood, MD 20636
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SEEKING: Motivated Sales People!  
Call Billy for more details! 

- LAND FOR SALE - 
Lot 6 Hillsville Lane 

Bushwood, MD 
2 Acres 

Level, Wooded, Perced 
Lots 88, 89 & 1/2 of Lot 87 

Leonardtown, MD  
.36 Acre 

Lot in waterfront community 

Keech Rd Parcel # A1 
Charlotte Hall, MD 

3 Acres 
Wooded, Perced 

BILLY FITZGERALD - “MR. LISTER”  
O: 301-884-7000/1-800-MRLISTER 

C: 301-481-3378 
www.fitzgeraldrealty.net  

 
GONNA SELL GIVE US A YELL - WANNA BUY GIVE US A TRY 

 
37601 Golden Beach Road   Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 

info@fitzgeraldrealty.net  

OFFICE SPACE FOR SALE 

First level office condo. 
1,825 sq. ft., 2 bath, & 

shower.  Exploration Dr. 
close to NAVAIR. 

THU, NOV 9 FRI, NOV 10 SAT, NOV 11 SUN, NOV 12

Partly Cloudy PM Showers Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
Hi: 77° Lo: 49° Hi: 56° Lo: 40° Hi: 59° Lo: 39° Hi: 52° Lo: 34°

MON, NOV 13 TUE, NOV 14 WED, NOV 15 THU, NOV 16

Sunny Sunny Sunny Partly Cloudy
Hi: 56° Lo: 38° Hi: 60° Lo: 37° Hi: 60° Lo: 40° Hi: 64° Lo: 47°
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A most festive place!

www.VisitLeonardtownMD.com

Joy m Friendsm Peacem Cheer
Enjoy the Season, we have it all here!

Shop & Stroll
December 1, 2023

Small 
Business  
Saturday

November 25, 2023

Trolley 11am - 5pm
Pop-Up Vendors
Special offerings 
throughout the town

p
p

p

Unique shopping and dining
Festive Atmosphere
Extended Hours

p
p

Thanks to our sponsors!

p



Thursday, November 9, 2023 St. Mary’s County Times 5LOCAL NEWS

TO DO!

Schedule
Heating 

System Check
with Taylor

CALL TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE SPECIAL OFFERS! (301) 862-1000

LIMITED TIME ONLY. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY APPLY. 

$79
 $175 

Heating System
Health Check

reg.
10% off 

 Heat Pump or Furnace Service Repairs
LIMITED TIME ONLY. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY APPLY.  MUST PRESENT THIS CARD TO RECEIVE OFFER.

WHOLE HOME

with purchase of Propane Furnace
LIMITED TIME ONLY. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS MAY APPLY.  MUST PRESENT THIS CARD TO RECEIVE OFFER.

HUMIDIFER!

Commissioners Hire Lobbyist for Annapolis 
Representation
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

After much debate and on a split vote, 
the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
decided to hire for one year’s time the 
services of long-time, well-connected 
Annapolis lobbyist Bruce Bereano to rep-
resent their interests.

Three commissioners voted to approve 
the hiring of Bereano, who has a reputa-
tion for being highly successful, while 
Commissioners Mike Hewitt and Mike 
Alderson opposed the measure.

Bereano, who did not speak to commis-
sioners at the commissioners’ meeting of 
Nov. 7, has proposed only charging the 
county $15,000 for his services.

Commissioner President James “Randy” 
Guy said he considered this a bargain for 
such services; Assistant County Attorney 
John Houser, who presented Bereano’s 
request to the commissioners, said other lob-
byists had quoted a price of at least $80,000 
for a year’s work.

“That number is fixed, it cannot increase 
over the course of the year,” said Houser 
of Bereano’s fee. “It is also not binding to 
be renewed.”

Houser said 11 other counties employ 
a lobbyist to represent them in Annapolis; 
Washington County currently employs 
Bereano as does Queen Anne’s County.

Houser said despite his and others efforts 

at the County Attorney’s Office, they would 
not be able to be much more than a “report-
ing service” on the goings on in Annapolis 
to the commissioners.

“The hope is that Mr. Bereano would aug-
ment what we are doing up there,” Houser 
said, noting Bereano’s 52 years of experi-
ence. “He’ll be one more asset up there to 
expand our capabilities.

“We will never have the level of experi-
ence or the breadth of knowledge he does.”

Bereano would be a much more effective 
representative, Houser said.

Hewitt balked at the idea, saying that 
both Delegates Brian Crosby (D) and Matt 
Morgan (R) opposed Bereano’s hiring.

“This commissioner would expect our 
lobbyists to be our delegates and our sena-
tor,” Hewitt said.

Hewitt noted the recent change in delega-
tion leadership from Matt Morgan to Todd 
Morgan saying: “I’m told it was because the 
former chairman did not have enough sway 
in Annapolis to get anything done.”

Delegate Todd Morgan, the new delegation 
chair, supports it, as does Sen. Jack Bailey.

Houser said hiring Bereano was meant 
in no way to disrupt the relationship with 
the delegation.

“Those are four elected officials with their 
own constituencies which are not the exact 
same as the commissioners,” Houser said.

“He’s been disbarred,” Hewitt said. “And 
that’s a big issue for me.”

Commissioner Eric Colvin, who engaged 
County Administrator David Weiskopf 
to have Houser reach out to Bereano in 
October, interjected that the past decade had 
brought the commissioners more engage-
ment in statewide politics.

“The commissioners have taken more 
and more interest in the general session [in 
Annapolis,” Colvin said. “In my mind… we 
get another tool in the tool box, someone 
who is already an insider up there who can 
testify on the county’s behalf for bills the 
commissioners support.”

Bereano was once the highest paid lob-
byist in Annapolis but ran afoul of the law 
in 1994 when he was found guilty of mail 

fraud and was sentenced to a short period 
of incarceration in a federal halfway house.

Prosecutors said Bereano over-billed his 
clients and used that money to funnel cam-
paign contributions through his employees 
and some family members to certain candi-
dates in the 1990 election.

Houser said Bereano was able to secure 
more than $2 million for the Benedictine 
School in Caroline County, $352,000 over 
the past four years for the Anne Arundel 
County Fair, and $700,000 towards the 
handicapped-accessible boat for St. 
Clements Island here in St. Mary’s.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Bruce Bereano
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Planning Commission Continues Callaway 
Gas Station Hearing
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Callaway residents who are concerned 
about the prospect of a gas station being 
built next to the Weis Market near the inter-
section of Route 5 and Piney Point Road will 
have to wait until next year to learn the fate 
of the project.

After a three-hour meeting Nov. 6, some 
of which was taken up by another matter, the 
planning commission members voted unani-
mously to take up the concept site plan for the 
Gas-N-Go to the scheduled Jan. 22 meeting.

There was significant community oppo-
sition voiced in letters to the planning com-
mission leading up to this week’s hearing in 
Leonardtown; increased traffic volume and 
safety concerns as well as increased noise 
were the prime concerns among opposing 
residents.

“We are also opposed to the construction 
of another gas station in Callaway,” wrote 
Thomas and Brenda Chaillou, who live in 
the Hunting Creek subdivision across Route 
5 from the Weis Markets.  “We currently 
have two gas stations in Callaway directly 

across the street from each other, Shell and 
USA Fuels, that are located 685 feet from 
the proposed Gas N Go. 

“We do not feel that the small community 
needs to have three gas stations within 685 
feet of each other.”

The concept site plan calls for a 
2,295-square foot gas station canopy with 
an additional 204 square feet to accommo-
date a gas station attendant, according to 
county planning documents.

The project would be situated on 3.72 
acres and allow for six fuel pumps.

County public works engineers report 
in planning documents that the addition 
of the gas station operation would gener-
ate approximately 50 more vehicle trips 
per hour and, as such, no traffic study was 
required to meet the level of service required 
for the intersection at Route 5 and Piney 
Point Road.

Original plans for the Callaway Market-

place, where the new gas station is pro-
posed to go, called for 37,635 square feet 
for the supermarket, 11,000 square feet for 
a pharmacy, 4,000 square feet for a fast food 
restaurant and more than 43,000 square feet 
of additional retail space.

But only the supermarket and 6,000 
square feet of space has been built at the 
site, planning documents show.

But residents and planning commission-
ers were critical of traffic study estimates 
presented that evening as being outdated 
by two decades.

“I, too, am concerned about the safety 
of residents who live parallel to Weis 
[Markets],” said board member Patricia 
Robrecht, noting that Granddaddy Way was 
of particular concern because it was used to 
move farm equipment but many motorists 
treated the private way as an entrance to the 
grocery store property.

“The traffic study, that’s unacceptable to 
me,” Robrecht continued. “I go by there at 
least five times a week and it’s exactly as 
they [the opponents] describe it.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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School Board Approves 
LHS Generator 
Replacement
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The St. Mary’s County Board of 
Education voted unanimously this week to 
spend a little over $188,000 to purchase a 
new emergency generator for Leonardtown 
High School, which is also an emergency 
shelter designated as such by the county.

The purchase of the new unit from 
Ebenezer Electric LLC also included a 
$13,200 contingency for replacing the old 
generator and installing automatic transfer 
switches with the new unit.

The current generator was installed in 
1999, according to school board docu-
ments, and has reached the end of its ser-
vice life; repairs to the unit have become 
more difficult as time has gone on because 
of obsolescence of critical parts.

Since Leonardtown High School is an 
emergency shelter facility as well, it is criti-
cal, school board officials said, to have reli-
able emergency power available there.

The new generator will be able to pro-
vide 300 kilowatts of power as opposed to 
the 275 of the current unit, school board 
documents state.

The new generator is also designed to be 
quieter than the current model, producing 
74 decibels at 23 feet while enclosed a spe-
cial sound-attenuating housing.

For comparison, school officials said, a 

car traveling at 65 miles-per-hour produces 
77 decibels at 25 feet away.

The new unit can also be monitored 
remotely as it used factory-installed 
telemetrics.

The unit is expected to be delivered to 
the school system within the next 24 weeks.

Ebenezer Electric LLC has fulfilled 
contracts with the school system before, 
including replacing the gymnasium lights 
at White Marsh Elementary School in 2020.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Inspection of Thomas 
Johnson Bridge Begins 
November 12

The Maryland Department of Transpor-
tation State Highway Administration will 
begin a week-long routine bridge inspec-
tion of the MD 4 Bridge over the Patuxent 
River (Governor Thomas Johnson Bridge) 
at the Calvert/St. Mary’s County line. 
The night-time inspection will take place 
Sunday, November 12, through Thursday, 
November 16, from 9 p.m. until 5 a.m. the 
following morning.

During the inspection, crews will close 
one lane and alternate traffic in the open 
lane using flagging operations.  Portable 
variable message signs will be placed along 
area state routes to make travelers aware 
of the lane closure. The inspection will be 
performed by contractors JMT (Johnson 
Mirmiran & Thompson) and Gannett 
Fleming. Overnight travelers should plan 
extra travel time to cross the bridge.

The State Highway Administration 

understands temporary ramp and lane clo-
sures can be an inconvenience, but this 
work is necessary to ensure a safe and reli-
able transportation system. Motorists are 
asked to reduce speeds approaching and 
while in active work zones.   

Customers may contact the District 
5 Office at 410-841-1000 or toll-free at 
1-800-331-5603 for additional informa-
tion. Drivers are asked to stay alert, stay 
focused, look for reduced speed limits as 
well as driving pattern changes, and slow 
down in construction zones. Motorists in 
need may dial #77 on their mobile devices 
for roadside assistance.

For a list of all major State Highway 
Administration projects, go to Project 
Portal, or visit the homepage at roads.
maryland.gov. For a look at real-time traf-
fic conditions, go to md511.maryland.gov.
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By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

In the last 10 years Leonardtown has 
experienced rapid revitalization and small 
business growth, with pedestrians patron-
izing shops and tourists coming to town to 
find out more of what they’ve heard about 
this “Most Convenient Place” as the town 
has chosen to brand itself.

It’s a far cry from where it was in the 
1990’s when the bypass that cut through the 
downtown to provide a more rapid route to 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station took traffic 
away from it.

This could have proved the death knell 
for Leonardtown, but leader-activists like 
Mayor J. Harry “Chip” Norris III, who 
recently passed away, fought to keep 
anchors like the court house and post office 
where they are.

This helped to lay the groundwork for 
turning Leonardtown into a model for small 
town growth and revitalization.

But Norris couldn’t do it alone.
Mayor Dan Burris, who is entering into 

his 12th year in the office, considered Norris 
his mentor and Burris has kept the town’s 
revitalization and growth as his prime focus.

Making the town government friendly 
and responsive to small businesses is just 
one aspect, working with the county and 
state to improve infrastructure to boost 
commercial and residential development is 
another.

The town government is also active in 
promoting its small businesses any way it 
can, providing support in dealing with the 
county and the town’s own development 
approval process when it can.

But more than that it has leveraged events 
and gatherings, such as the recent World’s 
Largest Rubber Duck, to bring in an esti-
mated 50,000 visitors into the town and a 
windfall of tourist dollars to bolster small 
businesses.

Burris said he is anxious to continue pro-
viding more of the same to town residents.

“We’ve got some things I want to see 
through,” Burris told The County Times. 
“We’ve got the Tudor Hall Farm project 
and its main entrance will be [across from] 
Clark’s Rest.”

The Tudor Hall Farm is just one example 
of Burris’s priorities.

The project is a combination of residen-
tial and commercial properties that would 
take advantage of some 400 acres the town 
has along the water front of Breton Bay; the 
project has been in the works for years and 
was delayed once again by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Burris wants to continue in office long 
enough to see that project get started and 
gain momentum; once completed — which 
would take years — Tudor Hall Farm would 
create a circuit of communities in town.

Clark’s Rest, Tudor Hall Farm, Leonard’s 
Grant and The Meadows at Town Run would 
be connected by community roads and allow 
town residents to access the downtown and 
other businesses without using Route 5 
through town.

Aside from reducing traffic, it would spur 
foot traffic for small business, he said.

“We don’t want it to be two separate 
downtowns,” Burris said. “We want them 

to be interconnected.
“It’s more continuity with all the neigh-

borhoods coming together.”
It’s for this reason, seeing to one of the 

biggest developments in the town in recent 
history, that Burris has decided to run for 
one more term in office.

During the last election cycle, Burris 
had said he planned to step away from the 
mayor’s seat but his desire to ensure the 
continuity of progress on new projects, 
the redevelopment of the downtown with 
its redesign and repurposing of previously 
empty spaces and alley ways, plus the com-
pletion of expansion of the town’s wastewa-
ter treatment plant, have changed his mind.

He doesn’t see much ability to develop 
residentially after Tudor Hall Farm, he said, 
since the extra capacity at the waste water 
treatment plant will be mostly filled by that 
development, which is still years away.

But just as much, if not more, concern-
ing to Burris is keeping the commercial 
growth in town going “to make everyone’s 
life in Leonardtown easier and help the 
businesses.”

The town uses a solid schedule of events 
and gatherings to boost tourism and access 
to downtown business, which have flour-
ished in the past decade with establishments 
like The Rex and Shepherd’s Old Field 
bringing new life to the old town.

Gerrie L’Heureux, owner of Shepherd’s 
Old Field market, said the town, under 
Burris’s leadership with the town staff and 
council, have made the town the epitome of 
business friendly.

“He’s the face of the town,” L’Heureux 
said. “He’s very approachable… he’s the 
whip behind to make sure things happen.

“I wouldn’t open a business anywhere 
else in St. Mary’s County.”

Burris has a full-time job as owner of 
Olde Town Insurance on the town square, 
but he is only about a block away from the 

town offices.
“I check in with the office about two to 

three times a day,” Burris said.
Burris was on the town council in the 

1980s for one-and-a-half years and resumed 
service there from 2008 to 2012 before win-
ning election as mayor when Norris stepped 
away.

“I figured after 12 years I would’ve been 
done,” Burris said. “I’m not done yet.

“I’ve also had so many people ask me 
to run; they like the way things are going 
in town.”

Burris said keeping the town focused 
on projects that are already underway, as 
well as those in the near future, has been 
challenging.

The Route 5 breakout project, which 
has focused on widening the road through 
Leonardtown between the entrance to 
MedStar St. Mary’s and Moakley Street, has 
been a frustrating one with years of delays 
and two contractors put off the job by the 
state before finally finding a third to finish 
the job.

And the full project isn’t even done yet, 
Burris said.

“We need to work with the local dele-
gation [to Annapolis] to get that project 
finished,” Burris said. “The finished proj-
ect will widen Route 5 all the way from 
Hollywood Road to Compton Road.

“That’s a center turn lane all the way 
through.”

The town has to stay on the project, he 
said, as the design of it is only about 45 
percent completed.

Burris credits the work the town has fin-
ished to earn both Main Street and Arts and 
Entertainment District designation from the 
state with raising the town’s profile; both 
were awarded while he was in office.

The designations earn the town assis-
tance from the state in marketing the town’s 
strengths to tourists as well as building 

bridges with other similar communities to 
share best practices.

But the real prize with these kinds of des-
ignations is grant money and tax incentives.

Grants from the state for façade improve-
ments at local businesses took a $175,000 
investment, Burris said, and sparked further 
investment by business owners to the tune 
of $750,000 to make more improvements.

Burris credits his relationship with the 
town council and town government staff 
with working together as a tightly knit team.

His wife Donna is an unofficial part of 
that team; she said she supports her hus-
band’s work and believes his ideas are the 
right ones for the town.

“I’m very verbal with what I think about 
something going on in town,” Donna said. 
“He either listens to me or he doesn’t.”

She noted that he often took her advice 
seriously.

She also keys her husband and the town 
council and staff into any issues around 
town.

“If I see something that’s not to quite 
right, I’ll tell them,” Donna said. 

That could be anything from traffic and 
parking concerns to whatever might impede 
foot traffic in the town square, she said.

“His ideas are to keep our town small and 
quaint even with all this growth around us,” 
Donna said. “I think he’s doing a really good 
job.”

Getting Leonardtown to this point has 
been a challenging job but Burris, who 
was born in town and spent much of his 
formative childhood there, said it’s a job 
he relishes.

“I love working with people,” Burris said. 
“I just love to see Leonardtown get even 
better.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

ON THE COVER

Burris Isn’t Finished in Leonardtown Yet
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By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Detectives from the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office 
have arrested two people in 
connection with the Nov. 4 
shooting death of Scott Marvin 
Bernich, 46, that took place at 
St. Mary’s Fine Wine & Spirits 
in Great Mills. Arrested were 
Leroy Christopher Neal, 48, of 
Mechanicsvilleand Britny Lee 
Blankenship, 33, of no fixed address.

A statement of probable cause filed against 
Neal states that detectives found shell casings 
from a .380 caliber pistol both in the victim’s 
car and in the back lot of the establishment 
where he was found Bernich was transported 
to MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital for immediate 
care and then flown to the R Adams Cowley 
Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore, MD, 
where he later succumbed to his injuries.

Surveillance video from nearby busi-
nesses and the establishment where the 
crime is alleged to have occurred also led 
to Neal being positively identified as a sus-
pect, charging papers stated.

A warrant search at an apartment in 
Leonardtown turned up both the suspect 
and ammunition preliminarily matching 
that used in the alleged shooting, charging 

papers stated, as well as controlled dan-
gerous substances and paraphernalia and 
clothing items that matched those seen in 
surveillance footage.

The charging papers did not share a 
possible motive for the crime; when Neal 
was taken into the sheriff’s office District 
3 station in California for an interview he 
invoked his Miranda rights.

Neal and Blankenship were taken into cus-
tody and charged with Murder First Degree, 
Murder Second Degree, Assault First Degree, 
Assault Second Degree, and Firearm Use in 
the Commission of a Crime of Violence.

The suspects are being held in the St. 
Mary’s County Detention and Rehabilitation 
Center pending bond hearings.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

LOCAL NEWS

28025 Point Lookout Rd. | Leonardtown, MD 20650

IN LOVEVILLE

Now Taking Christmas OrdersNow Taking Christmas Orders
Open Monday–Saturday 8am–5pm

CHRISTMAS PREVIEWCHRISTMAS PREVIEW
AND CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY

Saturday, November 18
Free Refreshments

Poinsettias – Cyclamen – Christmas Cactus
Thanksgiving & Christmas Centerpieces

Wreaths – Pine Roping
Baked Goods – Eggs – Fruits

Jury Convicts Man for 
HVFD Carnival Murder

State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling 
announced today that following an eight-
day trial, a St. Mary’s County jury con-
victed Devron Ny’Quez Murray, 20, of 
Lexington Park, Maryland, of first-degree 
murder, attempted first-degree murder, and 
related offenses. The violent crimes, com-
mitted at the 2022 Hollywood Volunteer 
Fire Department Annual Carnival, took the 
life of one teenage victim and left another 
teenager shot and injured.

“The Hollywood Carnival is an annual 
highlight of the summer for our County. The 
actions of the defendant on the night of July 
15, 2022, turned this beloved family event 
into a nightmare. I thank the jury for their 
careful deliberation to ensure justice, and I 
hope the victims’ loved ones will gain some 
closure from this verdict,” said Sterling.

The jury convicted Mr. Murray of the 
following charges:

• First-degree murder (16-year-old 
victim);

• Second-degree murder (16-year-old 
victim);

• Use of a firearm in the commission 
of a crime of violence (16-year-old 
victim);

• Attempted first-degree murder 
(17-year-old victim);

• Attempted second-degree murder 
(17-year-old victim);

• First-degree assault (17-year-old 

victim);
• Use of a firearm in the commission of a 

crime of violence (17-year-old victim);
• Loaded handgun on a person; and
• Possession of regulated firearm under 

the age of 21.
The defendant will remain held without 

bond pending the sentencing hearing.
Senior Assistant State’s Attorneys Sarah 

Proctor and Alena Mosier prosecuted the 
case on behalf of the citizens of St. Mary’s 
County. Detective Tyler Payne and Deputy 
First Class Daniel Sidorowicz of the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office were the 
lead investigators. The Honorable Amy D. 
Lorenzini presided over the case.

Devron Ny’Quez Murray

Deputies Arrest Pair 
in Great Mills Murder
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COVER IT 
WITH TARPS

* BLUE TARPS
(2.5 oz. / sq. yd.)

Cut Size Sale Price     Cut Size  Sale Price

5x7 $1.80 12x25 $14.45
6x8 $2.45 15x20 $14.45
8x10 $4.10 15x25 $18.00
8x12 $4.90 15x30 $21.65
8x15 $6.15 16x20 $15.40
8x18 $7.35 20x20 $19.25
8x20 $7.70 20x30 $28.85
9x12 $5.50 20x35 $33.65
10x12 $6.15 20x40 $36.85
10x15 $7.65 24x36 $39.80
10x16 $7.70 25x45 $51.80
10x20 $9.65 30x40 $55.25
12x12 $7.35 30x60 $75.50
12x14 $8.10 40x50 $83.90
12x16 $9.25 40x60 $100.65
12x20 $11.55

* GREEN TARPS
    (5 oz.)

Cut Size Sale Price Cut Size Sale Price
9x12 $10.80 30x40 $104.45
10x12 $12.00 30x50 $123.50
10x15 $14.95 40x60 $198.90
10x20 $19.95
12x12 $14.35 
12x16 $19.15
12x20 $23.95
12x25 $29.90
15x20 $29.90
15x25 $35.85
16x20 $31.90
20x20 $38.20
20x25 $47.75
20x30 $57.30
20x35 $66.85
20x40 $69.65

* SILVER TARPS
    (6 oz.)

Cut Size Sale Price Cut Size Sale Price
8x10 $10.90 16x20 $41.70
10x12 $16.35 20x20 $52.10
10x20 $27.20 30x40 $135.55
12x12 $19.60 30x50 $169.45
12x16 $26.10 30x60 $203.35
12x20 $32.65 40x60 $271.10
12x25 $39.10

STAUFFER FEED MILL

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF FEEDS FOR ALL YOUR ANIMAL’S NEEDS!

*SIZES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

* ACTUAL SIZE A LITTLE LESS, AFTER SEAMING

NOTE: TARPS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE 
AFTER THE PACKAGE IS OPENED.

BUNGIE CORDS IN STOCK

SALE ENDS DECEMBER 30th, 2023

28150 POINT LOOKOUT RD
LEONARDTOWN, MD

(On Route 5 In Loveville - Just Outside Of Leonardtown)

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-6PM 
SATURDAY 7AM-4PM

CLOSED ON SUNDAYS
Animal Feed 
& Supplies

Storage Covers, Camping, Boat Covers, 
Tent Flys, Pool Covers, Wood Pile Covers

Navy to Deploy SDB-II Smart 
Weapon Aboard F/A-18 Aircraft

The Navy is set to field the Small 
Diameter Bomb-II on the F/A-18E/F after 
declaring Early Operational Capability 
(EOC) in October.  

The F/A-18E/F is the Navy’s first plat-
form to carry the SDB-II, giving the aircraft 
the capability to hit moving targets in harsh 
weather and address targets in dynamic 
scenarios.

“The Navy and Air Force team, along 
with the test community and fleet stake-
holders, worked relentlessly to expedite 
the fielding of this weapon,” said Tyler 
Alt, Navy SDB-II program manager. “This 
weapon will give our warfighters a much-
needed capability and provide the basis for 
future network enabled weapons.”

The team will complete two additional 
operational test events before achieving 
Initial Operational Capability (IOC) in 2024.

SDB-II is an air-launched, preci-
sion-strike standoff weapon that enables 
the warfighter to defeat moving and fixed 
targets. It can operate in adverse weather 
conditions through its tri-mode seeker that 
employs infrared and millimeter wave radar 
to see through fog, smoke and rain.

The weapon has the capability to receive 
updated target coordinates mid-flight via 
two-way datalink communications. Using 
these network options, SDB-II allows air-
borne or ground controllers the ability to 
send in-flight target updates.

SDB-II is a Joint-Interest, Air Force Lead 
program and is currently fielded on the U.S. 
Air Force’s F-15E aircraft. SDB-II will also 

be compatible and fielded on F-16C/D and 
F-35 aircraft.

The Navy component of the SDB-II pro-
gram is executed by the Precision Strike 
Weapons Program Office (PMA-201), 
which provides naval aviation with domi-
nant lethal, integrated precision strike solu-
tions for any conflict anytime, anywhere.
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Sell it  - Buy it  
at 

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm330011..990044..33440022

Absentee Bidding Available:  If you are unable to attend the auction on Saturday, you may stop by Friday evening to preview the items and leave absentee bids.  A member of our staff will assist you with theabsentee bidding process.

A local community auction that showcases & supports our local craftsmen & producers. Thank you for supporting our community!

MEET 
JUNIOR
“It is so often surprising, who rescues you at your lowest moments.”
-Aimee Bender 
Who’s that HANDSOME DOG? That’s Junior!Hi, my name is Junior.  I’m an 11 MONTH OLD GOOFBALL who is always 
by your side. My TCAS gang says I’m a HAPPY-GO-LUCKY BOY that 
likes to let you know I’m ready for a walk. I’ll pick up my leash to start 
walking myself! I also LOVE EXPLORING the neighborhood, hiking on 
trails, or hanging out at the park. And, I especially enjoy a big, fl uff y dog 
bed after  all my adventures during the day. If you are ready to add me 
to YOUR FAMILY then email animalshelter@charlescountymd.gov to 
schedule an appointment to meet me ASAP! BE MY MIRACLE AND 
PLEASE CHOOSE ME! When you choose to adopt from TCAS, you are 
literally saving a life. 
To see more of my amazing friends also available for adoption, “like” us on Facebook @ Tri-County Animal Shelter Southern MD or view us on our website at https://www.charlescountymd.gov/services/animal-care-control/tri-county-animal-shelter

Pet
OF THE WEEK

History and Stories of St Mary’s County from long-ago to just yesterday 

The Way We Were. . .

In 1911, Fr. John LaFarge, SJ, was sent to St. Mary’s County becoming Pastor at St. Aloysius Church in Leon-ardtown. Born in 1880 in Newport, RI, into an aristocratic and artistic family, John LaFarge held one of the most dis-tinguished surnames in the United States. His father was an artist whose works graced many of the most famous churches and museums in the US. A Harvard graduate,  LaFarge wanted to become an academic but owing to his poor health and fear that he would work himself to death, his Jesuit superiors assigned him to parish work which, in short order, brought him to St. Mary’s County.Here, he was brought into intimate, grass-roots contact with the problems 
facing the Church in the US: the problems of rural life and rural economy, of 
life in a racially mixed community and the kindred problem of racial prejudice, 
and of religious and secular education for people in backward communities. In 1926, LaFarge founded the Cardinal Gibbons Institute in Ridge. Initially con-ceived of as an industrial school for Afri-can-American boys, the school became and was coed staffed by almost entirely by African American teachers, most being graduates of the Tuskegee Institute. Despite “a disheartening obstacle of general public indifference to anything connected with the South or the Negro,” LaFarge claimed, 

[it was] “the first national project undertaken by Catholics on behalf of the 
Negro.” The school struggled from the beginning, hurt both by the financial 
catastrophes of the Great Depression and the indifference of many Catholics. 
Its doors closed in 1934.True to his academic interests, LaFarge wrote prolifically on matters of race 
and justice. Leaving St. Mary’s County in 1926, he joined the staff of the Jesuit 
magazine America later becoming its editor-in-chief. (His autobiography, The 
Manner is Ordinary published in 1954 and a sequel, An American Amen: A 
Statement of Hope in 1958, can both be found on Amazon.) At America magazine, LaFarge wrote and spoke extensively on interra-
cial dialogue and racism. In 1934 he founded the Catholic Interracial Council 
of New York, which included among its goals the elimination of ignorance 
regarding race issues, social justice on the model of the old Catholic Action 
movement and a struggle against Communist inroads. In 1937, LaFarge’s most 
important book on race relations was published, Interracial Justice: A Study 
of the Catholic Doctrine of Race Relations, which grew out of his education in 
philosophy and his experiences in St. Mary’s County.LaFarge’s arguments there and elsewhere im-pressed Pope Pius XI, who asked LaFarge to help write an encyclical on racism, to be titled “The Unity of the Human Race” (Humani Generis Unitas). The Pope had been struck by LaFarge’s arguments seeing that they could be applied to any society with racist policies, including Nazi Germany. While the encyc-lical was never released it was only years later that its existence and LaFarge’s participation in its writ-ing came to light. (Controversy still surrounds the reasons why the encycli-

cal was not published. A 2020 PBS documentary Holy Silence addresses the 
controversy.)

The motto of the St. Mary’s County Historical Society’s reads: Ordinary 
People. Extraordinary Lives. Lasting Legacies. While some contemporary his-
torians argue that for all his progressive ideas on race, LaFarge (like other 
white pioneers for racial justice) was unaware of his own paternalistic atti-
tudes, surely few residents of this County have lived such an extraordinary life 
as Fr. John LaFarge, SJ, or have left such a profound legacy.Learn more about the extraordinary history of this County at the St. Mary’s 
County Historical Society. 

 ST. MARY’S COUNTY, A PRIEST, AND A POPE

Fr. John Lafarge, SJ

Pope Pius XI

Thursday, December 1, 2022
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FINANCIAL FOCUSCOLA is Sweet for Social Security Recipients

Article was contributed by David McDonough Financial Advisor at Edward JonesOffice located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302Leonardtown, MD 20650301 997 1707

If you receive Social Security, you’ve probably already heard that 
your checks in 2023 will be bigger – considerably bigger, in fact. How 
can you make the best use of this extra money?Here’s what’s happening: For 2023, there’s an 8.7% cost-of-living ad-
justment (COLA) for Social Security benefits – the largest increase in 40 
years. Also, the monthly Medicare Part B premiums are declining next 
year, to $164.90/month from $170.10/month, which will also modestly 
boost Social Security checks for those enrolled in Part B, as these pre-
miums are automatically deducted.Of course, the sizable COLA is due to the high inflation of 2022, as 
the Social Security Administration uses a formula based on increases in 
the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W). So, it’s certainly possible that you will need some, or perhaps 
all, of your larger checks to pay for the increased cost of goods and ser-
vices. But if your cash flow is already relatively strong, you might want 
to consider these suggestions for using your bigger checks:• Reduce withdrawals from your investment portfolio. When you’re 

retired, you will likely need to withdraw a certain amount from your 
portfolio each year to meet your expenses. A boost in your Social 
Security may enable you to withdraw less, at least for a year. This 
can be particularly advantageous when the markets are down, as 
you’d like to avoid, as much as possible, selling investments and 
withdrawing the money when investment prices are low. And the 
fewer investments you need to sell, the longer your portfolio may 
last during your retirement years.• Help build your cash reserves. When you’re retired, it’s a good idea 
to maintain about a year’s worth of the amount you’ll spend from 
your portfolio in cash, while also keeping three months’ of your 
spending needs in an emergency fund, with the money kept in a liq-
uid, low-risk account. Your higher Social Security checks could help 
you build these cash reserves. (Also, it’s helpful to keep another 
three to five years’ worth of spending from your portfolio in short-
term, fixed-income investments, which now, due to higher interest 
rates, offer better income opportunities.)• Contribute to a 529 plan. You could use some of your extra Social 
Security money to contribute to a tax-advantaged 529 education 
savings plan for your grandchildren or other family members.

• Contribute to charitable organizations. You might want to use some 
of your Social Security money to expand your charitable giving. 
Your generosity will help worthy groups and possibly bring you 
some tax benefits, too.While it’s nice to have these possible options in 2023, you can’t count 

on future COLA increases being as large. The jump in inflation in 2022 
was due to several unusual factors, including pandemic-related govern-
ment spending, supply shortages and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
It’s quite possible, perhaps even likely, that inflation will subside in 
2023, which, in turn, would mean a smaller COLA bump in 2024.

Nonetheless, while you might not want to include large annual COLA 
increases as part of your long-term financial strategy, you may well 
choose to take advantage, in some of the ways described above, of the 
bigger Social Security checks you’ll receive in 2023. When opportunity 
knocks, you may want to open the door.

Are anyone else’s hands or fingers still stained from peeling and chopping 
sweet potatoes and potatoes for Thanksgiving dinner? Mine finally look bet-
ter today, but for the last week and a half my fingers looked rusty orange to 
dirt brown around the fingernails and in in any creases. I made my candied 
sweet potato tray early last week - put on all the brown sugar, syrup, and but-
ter on and froze them. I know by now that with autoimmune diseases and the 
fatigue that comes along with it to pace myself and make and freeze ahead. 
When I made my pumpkin cheesecake whipped mousse dessert cups for our 
church’s Thanksgiving dinner and gathering on the 20th, I also had the other 
half of the dessert cups covered and frozen ready for when my late brother’s 
family was coming for the 26th, when my Lee side celebrates Thanksgiving. 

And of course, since I am a bit of a compulsive list and timeline-maker, I had everything timed out for comple-tion of every Thanksgiving task, just like I do for Halloween in my note-book. That is an absolute necessity. This was actually the first year since my mother’s passing 22 years ago, that I didn’t hear her voice in my head admonishing me for not making the fam-
ily’s Hungarian recipes perfectly to the letter. Even though I didn’t hear my 
mother’s voice, I am sure she heard mine a few times, when on the brink of 
tears, and along with a bit of no sleep for a few days, I was begging out loud 
for her to please help me remember some of the little things about the recipes 
that only she would know. I never heard her voice, but her hands must have 
been involved in every recipe, because it all worked; everything seemed to 
come out perfect and on time this year. It was also the first year that each dish 
tasted exactly like how I remembered my mother’s cooking.It must have been because I had my timeline correct in my notebook, be-
cause I know it wasn’t because of my stored memories of recipes and such. 
I look back at when I was in my late 20s early 30s with two young boys and 
was either PTA President or some office holder, a Cub Scout leader and later 
a very involved Boy Scout mom, plus taking my sons to music lessons, sports 
practices, and games, plus doing art shows, working, and everything else one 
has to manage in life, along with RA and OA and wonder how did I manage 
all that? I still had my notebooks (40 years’ worth) to write down important 
things; each  4” x 6” notebook usually lasting about a season to every six 
months, but I also remembered so much without the aid of paper and pen, and 
we also didn’t have those futuristic cell phones that contain our calendars, 
lists, most of our life, and such. I was still using a flip phone well into the 
2000s. Thousands of tiny details to be done, or make something special, were 
just stored in my head. Now If I don’t write everything down from when and 
who to make phone calls too, or some days to even write, “eat something”, 
“take meds”, take shower” then things get lost in my mind. My notebooks are 
my life, or rather lifesaver.Now, I marvel at moms I see who are doing all those things I did and more 
and get totally exhausted watching all they accomplish. For me, if I get back 
up off the couch to go down to the laundry room after the end of Jeopardy I 
feel like I want to do a dance in the endzone. If I get up off the couch at all 
after 8 pm is a cause for celebration. This will have to change. I’m usually 
pretty energetic after I get a couple cortisone shots and when my Prednisone 
gets upped, but as many of you know too well, those are only temporary fixes, 
and in the long run, harmful solutions.Last night, I really didn’t want to get up off the couch because an old favor-
ite show was coming on: Rudolph, The Red Nosed Reindeer from 1964. What 
comfort, what memories (ones that will forever be stored in my mind and 
senses, no notebook needed. If I closed my eyes, I could smell that old smell 
of the big strings of large Christmas lights with what was probably old style 
wiring overheating. The smell of the old fragile glass and thin metal orna-
ments from my mother’s childhood being brought out of the dusty cardboard 
box they were stored in also came to me. And I see again my mother’s hands, 
carefully taking out the old ornaments and even more carefully handing them 
to me to place on the tree. I look down now at my own hands, stained and 
battered, but still, I see my mother’s hands. When my son’s two little boys 
come over to help decorate, especially on the vintage tree  downstairs, I hope 
they will remember my hands carefully placing those same family ornaments 
in their small hands to keep tradition alive.To each new day’s adventure, Shelby Please send your comments or ideas 
to: shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com or find me on Facebook

A LIFE, AND MIND, ON PAPER

The County Times 
is one of the 
best methods for 
advertising my 
events – it is also the 
best source for me 
to catch up on all 
the local news and 
events, especially 
those related to 
our County’s rural 
heritage.

Ronnie Farrell 
Farrell Auctions

“

”
County TimesCounty Times

����������������������������������

IN OUR COMMUNITY



Thursday, November 9, 2023St. Mary’s County Times10 IN OUR COMMUNITYLOCAL NEWS

EXploRe
Leonardtown
� e Old Jail Museum

Open Daily 10am to 5pm
41625 Courthouse Dr., Leonardtown, MD
stmarysmd.com/recreate/oldjail

SHOP SMALL – SHOP LOCAL!
WED & THU 10 – 4
FRI & SAT 10 – 5

AFTER THANKSGIVING, 
OPEN SUNDAY 11–3 

Get to Know

Leonardtown
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22699 WASHINGTON STREET | LEONARDTOWN

WWW.THESALTEDSCOOP.COM

Mon & Tue: Closed Wed & Thu: 12–7
Fri: 12–9 Sat: 11–9 Sun: 12–7

(Subject to change)

22675 WASHINGTON ST |  LEONARDTOWN

(301) 475-1609
SUN & MON: 7A M–3P M  |  TUE: CLOSED

WED & THU: 7A M–3P M  |  FRI & SAT: 7A M–7P M Taking orders for seasonal 
cakes, pies, & cupcakes until 

Monday, November 20th. 

$5 OFF
WITH THIS AD

HOT BREAKFAST
Breakfast sandwiches with egg, bacon,

or fresh local sausage

LUNCH BOX SPECIAL
Various freshly-made sandwiches, paninis, 

and wraps with chips and soda, tea or 
lemonade for $13.50

VETERANS DAY
SPECIAL

Red, white, & blue
sprinkled donuts for $2
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND 
CASE NO: C-18-FM-23-000736

TO: CHRISTOPHER JAMES FINN, JR. 
IN THE MATTER OF HARLOW LAINE FINN

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF A MINOR 
(Md. Rule 15-901(d))

FOR CHANGE OF NAME TO: Harlow Laine Bowles

A petition to change the name of Harlow Laine Finn to Harlow Laine Bowles has 
been filed with this court.

You must consent to (agree) or object to (oppose) the petition in writing no later 
than 30 days after being served (receiving) this notice and the documents filed 
in this case. If you do not file a written consent of objection within 30 days 
of being served with this notice, the court will consider your silence to be 
consent and may grant the name change.

You can use form CC-DR-063 (Parent’s/Guardian’s/Custodian’s Consent/
Objection to Change of Name of a Minor).

Any objection must be supported by an affidavit (a written statement signed by 
oath or affirmation) and served on all parties. (Md. Rule 1-321.)

Changing the name of the minor will not change and existing child support 
obligation or paternity.

Debra J. Burch 
Clerk of the Court, St. Mary’s County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND 
CASE NO: C-18-FM-23-000735

TO: CHRISTOPHER JAMES FINN, JR. 
IN THE MATTER OF RYLAN MARIE FINN

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF A MINOR 
(Md. Rule 15-901(d))

FOR CHANGE OF NAME TO: Rylan Marie Bowles

A petition to change the name of Rylan Marie Finn to Rylan Marie Bowles has 
been filed with this court.

You must consent to (agree) or object to (oppose) the petition in writing no later 
than 30 days after being served (receiving) this notice and the documents filed 
in this case. If you do not file a written consent of objection within 30 days 
of being served with this notice, the court will consider your silence to be 
consent and may grant the name change.

You can use form CC-DR-063 (Parent’s/Guardian’s/Custodian’s Consent/
Objection to Change of Name of a Minor).

Any objection must be supported by an affidavit (a written statement signed by 
oath or affirmation) and served on all parties. (Md. Rule 1-321.)

Changing the name of the minor will not change and existing child support 
obligation or paternity.

Debra J. Burch 
Clerk of the Court, St. Mary’s County

Legal Notices

HOLIDAY MARKET 
Shop Small, Shop Local 

 

Crafts, Home Décor, Clothing, Candles, Soaps,  
Meat, Snacks, Jewelry, and other Gifts! 

 

November 4, 2023 until December 16, 2023 
 

Saturdays only from 9 am until 2 pm 

 
29133 Thompson Corner Road 

 Mechanicsville, MD  20659 
www.facebook.com/TheBarnsatNewMarket 
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Pet
OF THE WEEK

Museums Will Join 
“Bells of Peace” 
Tolling on November 11

The bells at St. Clement’s Island Museum 
and Piney Point Lighthouse Museum, two 
historic sites overseen by St. Mary’s County 
Government’s Museum Division, will toll 
on November 11, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. to 
honor the 116,516 Americans, including 
the 27 St. Mary’s County natives, who died 
in World War I.

The program, BELLS OF PEACE: 
A WORLD WAR I REMEMBRANCE, 
begun in 2018 to commemorate the cen-
tennial of World War I, is a collaborative 
program announced by the World War I 
Centennial Commission in coordination 
with the Pritzker Military Museum & 
Library, the Society of the Honor Guard 
of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the 
American Legion, and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, whereby American citizens 
and organizations across the entire country 
are invited to toll bells in their communities 
twenty-one times on November 11, 2023 at 
11:00 a.m. local time.

Conceived and designed in collabora-
tion with the nation’s veterans of service 
with the Honor Guard at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, the bell tolling provides 

a solemn reminder of the sacrifice and ser-
vice of veterans of World War I, and all 
veterans. Bells will be tolled in communi-
ties across the nation, in places of worship, 
schools, town halls, public carillons, and 
cemeteries, to mark the anniversary of the 
Armistice that brought an end to hostili-
ties, in what Americans fervently hoped had 
been “The War to End All Wars.”

This nationwide program is designed 
to honor those American men and women 
who served over one hundred years ago 
during World War I. The war ended by an 
armistice agreement between the warring 
countries at 11 a.m. on November 11, 1918. 
World War I took place between July 1914 
and November 1918 and was one of the 
deadliest conflicts in world history. Over 
nine million combatants and seven mil-
lion civilians died as a result of the war. 
The United States officially entered the 
war on April 6th, 1917. Some 4.7 million 
Americans stepped forward to serve in uni-
form during the war, 2 million of them were 
deployed overseas to fight, and 116,516 of 
them never made it home.

Leonardtown Rotary’s 
Flags for Heroes 
Display at CSM

The Leonardtown Rotary Club invites the 
public to the annual Flags for Heroes cere-
mony taking place at 1 p.m. on November 
13 at the College of Southern Maryland, 
Leonardtown Campus. Each year, local 
businesses and people recognize heroes 
living and deceased by sponsoring one or 
more flags flown in the display. ”A hero can 
be anyone who makes a positive impression 
on your life or strives for the betterment of 
our community,” stated Michael Blackwell, 
President, Leonardtown Rotary Club.

The America flag display is now in place 
on the campus lawn through December 1st. 

Keepsake medallions recognizing a hero 
and the individual or business that spon-
sored the flag will soon be attached. Flag 
sponsorships can still be secured by visiting  
https://leonardtownrotary.org/.

During the November 13th ceremony, 
the name of each hero will be read aloud. 
Funds raised from the Club’s Flags for 
Heroes event will be used to support higher 
education and trade school scholarships for 
residents of St. Mary’s County. For more 
information on Flags for Heroes visit 
https://leonardtownrotary.org/.

County Government 
Veterans Day Operations

All St. Mary’s County Government 
(SMCG) administrative offices will be 
closed on Friday, November 10, 2023, in 
observance of Veterans Day.

The November 10 closure also includes:
• The Senior Activity Centers (Garvey, 

Loffler & Northern); with no 
home-delivered meals

• All three St. Mary’s County Libraries 
(closed November 10th and 11th)

• The St. Mary’s Transit System (STS), 
including ADA and SSTAP. STS 
will resume normal operations on 
Saturday, November 11, 2023.

The following SMCG operations will 
be open on November 10th and 11th with 
normal hours:

• The six Convenience Centers and the 
St. Andrews Landfill

• All Recreation & Parks programs and 
facilities

• The St. Clement’s Island Museum, 
Piney Point Lighthouse Museum, and 
Old Jail Museum

• The Wicomico Shores Golf Course 
and Riverview Restaurant

Additionally, The Commissioners of St. 
Mary’s County and the Town of Leonardtown 
invite the public to salute America’s Veterans 
at the Annual Veterans Day Parade & 
Memorial Ceremony on November 11, 2023, 
in Leonardtown; information available at: vis-
itleonardtownmd.com.

For more information on SMCG pro-
grams and operations, please visit: stmary-
scountymd.gov or follow St. Mary’s County 
Government on Facebook or Twitter (X) for 
regular updates.
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SOMDCommuterConnections.com

Acting Director

Try the CarpoolNow App
and connect with commuters just like
you, going your way. It’s free, and it
saves you money on every commute!

Download the CarpoolNow app and
join thousands who rideshare

whenever they want!

 REGIONAL RIDESHARE PROGRAM – SIGN UP TODAY!
Ridesharing services enable commuters to find other individuals who share
similar commute routes and work hours. Ridesharing promotes alternative
ways for commuters to get to work Ridesharing benefits include:

• Fuel Cost Savings
• Wear & Tear on Roads & Vehicles
• Reducing Traffic Congestion
• HOV Lane Access
• Overall Expense Saving by Minimized Driving
• Reduced Pollution & Greenhouse Gas Emissions

FREE
INFORMATION SERVICE

CARPOOL, VANPOOL,
COMMUTER BUS
COMPUTERIZED

MATCH LISTS

301-274-1922 • www.tccsmd.org

“WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED” in SOUTHERN MARYLAND
GRH provides a free ride home for registered commuters who ride in a carpool or vanpool, take transit, bike or walk to work at least

twice a week. In the event of an unexpected emergency or unscheduled over- time, GRH will arrange for a free taxi ride,
a free transit ride, or even a free rental car up to four times each year to get you home.

301-274-1922 • www.tccsmd.org
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GRH provides a free ride home for registered commuters who ride in a carpool or vanpool, take transit, bike or walk to work at least

twice a week. In the event of an unexpected emergency or unscheduled over- time, GRH will arrange for a free taxi ride,
a free transit ride, or even a free rental car up to four times each year to get you home.

301-274-1922 • www.tccsmd.org
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Mattingley-Gardiner 
Proudly Honors Those 
Who Have Served.
Th roughout the year, fl ags that you have displayed at your 
home or business oft en become faded, worn, or torn. At 
Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation Ser-
vices, we off er a digifi ed way to retire fl ags of any size by 
placing each with a veteran at the time of cremation. Please 
consider donating your fl ags, no longer worthy of display, 
to this eff ort. 

In addition, this Holiday Season, Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation Services is hon-
ored to be a collection point for donations to Charlotte Hall 
Veterans Home. Donations are requested by December 9th. 
Can’t fi nd time to shop but would still like to help? Please 
visit the Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home Facebook 
page for a link to our Amazon shopping list for veterans.  
You can order from the convenience of your cell phone and 
have your donations shipped directly to the funeral home.

Flags to be retired and donations to the Veterans Home can 
be brought to the funeral home located at 41590 Fenwick 
Street, Leonardtown MD 20650, Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Thank You.
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Veteran Recounts Service on Front Line of 
Cold War
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Larry Hill keeps busy as the president 
of the Veterans of Helen organization that 
honors veterans local and from afar, but he 
has his own story of military service to tell.

He does not think it’s particularly special, 
he said, but he served on the front lines of 
the nation’s defense in the Cold War when 
the threat of the Soviet Union and the 
Warsaw Pact still loomed large.

At the age of 20, in 1972, he was drafted 
into the U.S. Army but instead of being sent 
to Vietnam — a war that was winding down 
— he was given training in air defense radar 
systems.

He had taken the armed services testing 
and was signed on for a three-year hitch 
instead of the two-year option available to 
most draftees.

“I figured, if I’m going in, I’ll go in on 
my terms,” Hill, 71, told The County Times.

A St. Mary’s County native, Hill worked 
as a young man after school in a local elec-
tronics and TV repair shop making deliv-
eries and performing simple repairs and 
installations at first before receiving his 
draft notice.

His training at the technology center in 
Leonardtown showed he had an aptitude for 

technical training and the army quickly put 
him in a 10-month school to become a radar 
operations and repair technician.

When he finished advanced individ-
ual training (AIT) and earned the rank of 
Specialist 5 he was assigned to a battery of 
Nike/Hercules missiles “literally in a cow 
pasture” in Elrama, Penn.

Those types of fixed missiles were a sta-
ple of Cold War air defense against strategic, 
long-range bombers and intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, both of which carried 
nuclear weapons payloads.

His assignment was to see the aging sys-
tem of missile defense, which ringed every 
major city in the country, on its way.

“They were shutting down all the Nike 
batteries in the continental United States,” 
Hill said. “Then we got transitioned to the 
Hawk missile system in Germany.”

He spent the majority of his service in 
the then still-divided West Germany watch-
ing over air defense of U.S. forces that had 
squared off in a decades-long staring match 
against the Soviets in Eastern Europe.

Because his job was so critical and he 
had a security clearance his ability to travel 
and see the sights in West Germany was 
restricted to just a few places and he had to 
be accompanied by security to ensure his 
safety.

“We defended the border between East 
and West Germany,” Hill said.

During his time in the Army, he got mar-
ried to his wife and they lived for a time in 
Fort Bliss, Texas while he was in training.

They would part while he was in Germany 
but her getting a job at Patuxent River Naval 
Air Station as a secretary would help him to 
secure employment there when he mustered 
out in 1975.

He soon got a job at the test range on 
base working for a contractor monitoring 
radar there.

He continued on to civil service and 
retired in 2017.

He looks back on his military service with 
pride, even though felt differently about it 
at the time.

“I didn’t want to go; I went kicking and 
screaming at first,” Hill said. “But I went… 
I got a career out of it.”

He remembered the 10 weeks of basic 
infantry training as the most miserable of 
his life but he saw it through because he still 
wanted to honor his country’s call to service.

“You didn’t want to be labeled a failure,” 
Hill said. “They’re trying to teach you how 
to survive.

“It’s probably the best thing that ever hap-
pened to me.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Larry Hill

PATRIO
T C

ONNECT

PATRIO
T C

ONNECT

Serving thoSe  
who Served

Patriot Connect is a program 
designed to help veterans and active 
military personnel transition back into the 
community with ease. For returning vets,  
dealing with a termination notice from SMECO 
could be the last straw. So SMECO is reaching out to 
the men and women who have served our country. 

Our goal is to help someone who is suffering from a stress  
disorder get one step closer to a normal life. By making it  
easier for people with PTSD, combat stress, or related trauma 
to accomplish everyday tasks, we hope to help customer-
members—people who have risked their lives in service to 
our country—with reintegrating into the community.

1-888-440-3311 • smeco.coop/patriot-connect
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A Calvert Sailor’s Story

By Dave Spigler 
Contributing Writer

Calvert County resident Candace 
Milcarzyk is a multitalented Navy Veteran 
who has earned many titles during her 
lifetime of giving herself to others. 
These include ”Daughter,” “Navy Wife,“ 
“Mother,” “Grandmother,” “Sailor,” and  
“Petty Officer” to name a few. Today she 
is referred to as “Madam President” in her 
current role as President of the Solomons 
Optimist Club, a position she has held for 
three years. Like many former military 
members, Candace continues to serve oth-
ers through her steadfast determination to 
serve to her community. She leads this group 
of volunteers with the same enthusiasm and 
dedication she demonstrated in the many 
leadership roles she was assigned to during 
her 24 years of naval service.

Candace was born in Wheaton, Illinois 
and later moved to Spokane, Washington 
where she grew up.  The day after her 16th 
birthday, she saw the local Navy Recruiter 
and signed up for the Navy’s “Delayed 
Entry Program” which guaranteed recruits a 
choice for several preferred formal programs 
once they graduated from high school. Upon 
earning her diploma, she immediately left 
for Recruit Training in Orlando, Florida  in 
the summer of 1984. Following “boots,” she 
received orders to Navy Patrol Squadron 50 
at Moffett Field, California and was able to 
completely travel around the world twice 
during this tour of duty. 

Her squadron deployed to the small 
island of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean 
where she gained experience working the 
aircraft flight line, the tool room and the 
electrical shop. She decided she wanted 
to become an Intelligence Specialist and 
spent seven years dealing with handling 
classified material, messages, and records. 
She married a naval aircrewman, but soon 
realized they would have difficulty getting 
assigned together, so she cross rated to 
the Aerographer’s Mate rating commonly 
called the “weather guessers.” Her assign-
ments would take her to several naval bases 
throughout California, as well as Willow 
Grove, Pennsylvania, Roosevelt Roads. 
Puerto Rico, the Pentagon, and Patuxent 
River, Maryland. She spent many years 

teaching basic weather forecasting to sub-
ordinates and finished her naval career as a 
certified forecaster for the entire East Coast 
while stationed at Norfolk, Virginia. 

Candace retired in 2008 the same year her 
son Zachary entered bootcamp. He followed 
in what became a “family tradition” - her 
dad, her husband and his dad were all sailors 
so she looked to Zachary as the one “to take 
up the family reins.” Today he is a Naval 
Officer aboard the USS Maken Island. A 
younger son, Brandon, is currently serving 
on the USS Boxer as an electrician’s mate. 
Her daughter Candlist is a CPA in St. Mary’s 
County and youngest daughter Marissa is a 
student in New York. Candace spends much 
of her limited free time visiting this brood 
that includes her three grandkids who are 
spread all over the country. Fortunately, 
her current position as a Customer Service 
Assistant with Southwest Airlines provides 
many benefits and opportunities for her to 
visit with her family often. 

Upon finishing her Navy career, Candace 
went into teaching. She earned a teaching 
certification in Prince Georges County 
and later taught middle school science 
in Anne Arundel County for three years. 
Health problems would later prevent her 
from teaching full time, but she finds time 
to work part time at the St Mary’s Elms 
Environmental Center as well as serve as a 
Chief Judge for the Calvert County Board 
of Elections for the past 16 years. And if 
that isn’t enough, she still finds more time 
to volunteer for the Solomons Rescue Squad 
as a Driver and Aide. She did serve on the 
Calvert County Rescue Dive Team for 21 
years until injuries from an auto accident 
forced her to resign. And now she serves 
as President for the Solomons Optimists 
where she is a highly respected leader for 
this organization that cares for our youth 
while instilling a cheerful countenance in 
others within our community.

In closing, it is apparent this amazing, 
energic lady has continually devoted a 
lifetime of commitment, not only to our 
Country, but to her neighbors and friends 
throughout our community. She continues 
to serve. Her outstanding life long record 
of devotion and accomplishment are well 
over and above what one would expect of 
any citizen. 

Saluting Our Veterans
www.wmdavis.com • info@wmdavis.com

MHBR #395

23942 Prop Way - Building B
Hollywood, MD 20636

301-475-2755
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSES

INDUSTRIAL RENOVATIONS CUSTOM HOMES

 METAL BUILDING SYSTEMS

SERVING ST. MARY’S
COUNTY FOR OVER 75 YEARS

ENJOY RESPONSIBLY
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©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities was involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this program. *Offer valid for Academic Evaluation, new 
students only. Not valid with any other offer. HLC1850.1

1.800.CAN.LEARNPersonalized Attention. Proven Results. 

BEST REPORT CARD EVER

TAKE THAT REPORT CARD 
FROM “OKAY” TO “OUTSTANDING”

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills
Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry  - Trigonometry  
Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science 
Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP

Make your next report card the 
best one yet! Huntington has helped 
students K-12 improve their grades, 
academic skills, and confidence since 
1977. We offer:

• Thorough academic evaluations

• Proven programs tailored to each
student’s needs

• Individualized instruction from
highly qualified teachers
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Placement (AP) - State Tests - HSPT -
ASVAB
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Wildewood Shopping center
23415 Three Notch Road

Suite 2021
California, MD 20619

(240) 256-3388
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23415 Three Notch Road

Suite 2021
California, MD 20619

(240) 256-3388

The Roles of the Various Branches  
of the U.S. Military

Each November, people across the United 
States and its territories honor the brave men 
and women who serve and have served in the 
various branches of the country’s military. 
Veterans Day is observed annually every 
November 11 and honors the service of all 
U.S. military veterans. The day should not 
be confused with Memorial Day, which is 
celebrated each year in May and honors all 
military personnel who have died in service.

Veterans Day is a great time for anyone 
to learn more about the various branches of 
the U.S. military.

Army
The U.S. Department of Defense notes 

that the Army is the largest and oldest ser-
vice in the country’s military. The Army 
provides the ground forces that protect 
the United States. Members of the Army 
are trained to defeat enemy ground forces 
and to seize and control enemy lands and 
resources. Army also are trained to control 
and interact with the general population in 
countries where members are stationed.

Navy
The Navy protects America at sea. 

Despite its massive land mass, the United 
States is a maritime nation, which under-
scores how important a strong Navy is to 
the safety of the country and its residents. 

The Navy works alongside American allies 
and partners to keep the seas open and free.

Marine Corps.
It might surprise some to learn that 

the Marine Corps. is a component of the 
Department of the Navy. That’s one reason 
why maintains amphibious and ground units 
for contingency and combat operations. The 
Marine Corps. is divided into four groups: 
the operating forces that fight; the headquar-
ters for leadership; the supporting establish-
ment that provides logistical support; and 
the Marine Corps. Reserve.

Air Force
The Air Force has five core missions: 

air superiority; global strike; rapid global 
mobility; intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance; and command and control. 
The Air Force defends the country and its 
residents in air, space and cyberspace and 
is capable of delivering forces anywhere in 
the world within hours.

Space Force
The existence of the Space Force may 

come as a surprise to many Americans. 
Organized under the Department of the Air 

Force and established in 2019, this branch 
of the military organizes, trains and equips 
space forces in order to protect the interest 
of America and its allies in space. 

Coast Guard
During peacetime, the Coast Guard is part 

of the Department of Homeland Security. 
In times of war, it operates under the Navy. 
The Coast Guard provides law and maritime 
safety enforcement as well as environmental 
protection. In addition to promoting national 
security, border security and economic pros-
perity in the maritime environment, the 
Coast Guard saves those in peril on the sea.

National Guard
The National Guard is comprised of the 

Army National Guard and the Air National 
Guard. The National Guard has a diverse 
array of responsibilities that range from 
supporting combat missions to responding 
during domestic emergencies to assisting in 
humanitarian efforts and more.

The U.S. military is made up various 
branches, each with its own unique missions 
and responsibilities. Veterans Day marks the 
perfect occasion to celebrate the many indi-
viduals who have served and continue to 
serve in the U.S. military.
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Charities That Support 
Military, Veterans, and 
Their Families

The support Americans have for their 
armed forces is evident in how much they 
donate each year to charities with mili-
tary-related missions. According to Charity 
Navigator, Americans donate more than 
$2.5 billion annually to charities with mis-
sions dedicated to the military.

Individuals who want to donate to a 
charitable organization with a military-re-
lated mission may not know where to start, 
and that can be daunting given the num-
ber of organizations that fit that criteria. 
Charity Navigator indicates there are more 
than 40,000 American charities with mil-
itary-related missions, which underscores 
how difficult it can be to find one to support. 
Thankfully, Charity Navigator, which has 
provided donors with free access to data, 
tools and resources to guide their philan-
thropic decision-making since 2001, has 
curated a list of highly rated organizations 
that provide a variety of services to military 
members and their families. The following 
is a brief rundown of that list that can serve 
as a solid foundation for prospective donors. 
The full list can be found at charitynaviga-
tor.org.

Wounded Troops
• Air Warrior Courage Foundation (air-

warriorcourage.org)
• DAV (Disabled American Veterans) 

Charitable Service Trust (cst.dav.org)
• Fisher House Foundation (fisherhouse.

org)
• Higher Ground (highergroundusa.org)
• Homes for Our Troops (hfotusa.org)

• K9s for Warriors (k9sforwarriors.org)
• Operation Second Chance (opera-

tionsecondchance.org)
• Wounded Warrior Project (wounded-

warriorproject.org)
• Yellow Ribbon Fund (yellowribbon-

fund.org)

Military Social Services
• AMVETS Nat iona l  Serv ice 

Foundation (amvetsnsf.org)
• Hire Heroes USA (hireheroesusa.org)
• Honor Flight Network (honorflight.org)
• Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 

America (iava.org)
• Operation Gratitude (operationgrati-

tude.com)
• Operation Healing Forces (opera-

tionhealingforces.org)
• Soldiers’ Angels (soldiersangels.org)
• The Mission Continues (missioncon-

tinues.org)

Military Family Support
• Army Emergency Relief (armyemer-

gencyrelief.org)
• Blue Star Families (bluestarfam.org)
• Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation 

(fallenpatriots.org)
• Folds of Honor (foldsofhonor.org)
• Operation Homefront (operationho-

mefront.org)
• Our Military Kids (ourmilitarykids.org)
• Travis Manion Foundation (travisman-

ion.org)
• VFW National Home for Children 

(vfwnationalhome.org) 

LOCAL ADVERTISING
IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.
TO SEE YOUR BUSINESS IN SPECIAL SECTIONS LIKE OUR UPCOMING 
HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE, CONTACT US AT 301-373-4125
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Daniel Burris
Olde Towne Insurance Agy Inc 
22720 Washington St 
Leonardtown, MD 20650-0000
Fax: 301-475-9029
301-475-3151

We’re ecstatic about ERIE 
for auto insurance!
Ask us why. 
ERIE Rate Lock® gives you an affordable premium that won’t change unless you add or remove a vehicle 
or driver, or change your primary residence. Your auto rate will stay put with ERIE Rate Lock®.
So if you’re dog tired of rate increases, come on over to ERIE.
We’ll treat you right.

ERIE Rate Lock® Not available in all states and does not guarantee continued insurance coverage. Insured must meet applicable underwriting guidelines. 
Premium may change if you make a policy change. Maximum rate lock of three years in VA. ERIE RateProtectSM offered in NY. Limitations and exclusions 
apply. Patent Pending. ERIE® insurance services are provided by one or more of the following insurers: Erie Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance 
Company, Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Company, Flagship City Insurance Company and Erie Family Life Insurance Company (home offices: Erie, 
Pennsylvania) or Erie Insurance Company of New York (home office: Rochester, New York). Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. Not all 
products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information. S1691RL 2/15
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Honoring Our Nation’s Heroes

The courage and loyalty of our troops, now and in the past. Thank 
you.

David McDonough
Financial Advisor

41680 Miss Bessie Dr Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301-997-1707

SOMD VETERANS DAY EVENTS
The 48th Annual Leonardtown Veterans 
Day Parade & Memorial

Leonardtown Square
Saturday, November 11
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Commissioners of Leonardtown and 
the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
invite the public to salute America’s 
Veterans at the Annual Veterans Day 
Parade in Leonardtown! The Memorial 
Wreath Laying Ceremony takes place 
in Leonardtown Square directly after the 
parade. For more information, visit: www.
visitleonardtownmd.com/veteransday 
Contact: Brandy Blackstone, 301-475-9791 
or 240-309-9561, brandy.blackstone@leon-
ardtownmd.gov.

The 38th Annual Veterans Day 
Observance

Veterans Of Helen Memorial
Saturday, November 11
2 p.m.

Sponsored by the Veterans of Helen, ded-
icated to the citizenry of Helen and veterans 
of the community and the nation.

Ceremony includes presentation of the 
colors, pledge of allegiance, guest speaker 
Capt. Derrick Kingsley, Commanding 
Officer, NAS Patuxent River and roll call 
of the deceased Veterans of Helen.

Calvert County American Legion 
Veteran’s Day Ceremony

The Calvert County American Legion 
will be hosting once again this year the joint 
Veterans Day Ceremonies. Event will take 
place at 10:30 am on November 11 at the 
Calvert County Courthouse on the Veteran’s 
Green. Guest Speaker is a Marine Corps 
Veteran and the Mayor of North Beach MD, 
Mike Benton. 

Leonardtown Rotary’s Flags for Heroes 
Ceremony 

College of Southern Maryland, 
Leonardtown Campus 
Monday, November 13 
1 p.m.

Each year, local businesses and people 
recognize heroes living and deceased by 
sponsoring one or more flags flown in the 
display. During the November 13th cere-
mony, the name of each hero will be read 
aloud. Funds raised from the Club’s Flags 
for Heroes event will be used to support 
higher education and trade school scholar-
ships for residents of St. Mary’s County. For 
more information on Flags for Heroes visit 
https://leonardtownrotary.org/

Shine a Light to Support Veterans with 
Operation Green Light

Calvert County invites all residents and 
businesses to show support for military vet-
erans during the week of Nov. 6-12, 2023. 
Join us in lighting buildings and homes in 
green to raise awareness and express our 
profound thanks for the sacrifice and service 
of our veterans.

Operation Green Light, a nationwide 
initiative spearheaded by the National 
Association of Counties, unites counties 
across the country to support those who 
have bravely served in the armed forces. 
This campaign serves as a powerful plat-

form to increase awareness about the unique 
challenges faced by veterans and the wealth 
of resources available to them.

Residents and businesses are encour-
aged to participate by changing at least 
one light bulb in their home or building to 
a vibrant green. This can be as simple as 
replacing an exterior light that neighbors 
and passersby see or an interior light. By 
shining a green light, we send a clear mes-
sage to our veterans that they are not only 
seen but also deeply appreciated and sup-
ported. For more information on Operation 
Green Light visit veterans.maryland.gov/
operation-green-light.

For more information on resources for 
Calvert County veterans visit the Veterans 
Affairs Commission (VAC) webpage at 
www.CalvertCountyMd.gov/VAC.

Find information on Calvert County 
Government services online at www.
CalvertCountyMd.gov. Stay up to date with 
Calvert County Government on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/CalvertCountyMd 
and YouTube at www.youtube.com/
CalvertCountyGov.
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GUY AUTO PARTS
23902 COLTON POINT ROAD • CLEMENTS, MD

301-769-3311

STORE HOURS
MONDAY–FRIDAY 7AM–5PM 

 SATURDAY 7AM–12PM

Honoring Our Veterans
Special Thanks to Our Vets 
Standing Beside Us Daily: 

Michael Morrison,
Butch Bowling, & Bill Guy 

Thank You For Your Service

The Quality Difference Since 1954  
We proudly salute all 

members of our Armed Forces, 
both past and present,
for serving our country

and protecting our freedoms!
Thank You

Veteran’s Day 2023
20375 Point Lookout Rd, Great Mills
www.dysonbuildingcenter.com 

301-994-9000

RefrigerationRefrigeration

301-475-8298
www.hancockrefrig.com
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7th District Opti mist Club

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!
7th District Opti mist Park • 21860 Colton Point Rd. Bushwood, MD

19 NOV 2023 • 10 DEC 2023 • 14 JAN 2024 • 11 FEB 2024 • 10 MAR 2024
12pm Start Time

Kid’s Shoot • Cash Shot • Hot Dogs • Chili • Cold Drinks
www.facebook.com/7dopti mist • www.7thdistrictopti mist.org

J.M. Adams, Jr.
Michael R. Alderson, Jr.

Bernard Allen Alvey
David Alvey
L.D. Alvey
R.H. Alvey
T.H. Alvey

C.L. Alvey, Jr.
C.L. Alvey, Sr.
F.A. Anderson
F.A. Anderson
R.D. Arnold
G.F. Baker
Ted Barber

Stephen Barber
Richard Barilone
Daniel Barilone
John Barilone
D.J. Beachy
J.E. Bell, II
T.I. Bennett

Tyler J. Bidwell
Howard Fredrick Bowles, Sr.

W.H. Brown
L.S. Buckler

R.P. Buffington

E.D. Butler
James F. Campbell

L.A. Chase
W.T. Clark
J.D. Clarke

Leo Louis Cleary
R.L. Combs
L.A. Cornet

Wayne E. Cornett
R.J. Cummings
K.L. Cummings
M.R. Cummings

H.E. Cunningham, Sr.
Raymond E. Cyrus
Stanley Czwartacki
Robert Czwartacki
Stanley Czwartacki
Stephen Czwartacki

T.M. Dennison
R.D. Downs, Sr.

M.T. Dudley
Charles R. Dunn

Louis C. Dunn, III
Louis C. Dunn, Jr.

R.T. Dyson
L.B. Dyson

S.L. Dyson
N.C. Dyson
J.S Eversole

W.J. Fitzgerald
C.A. Frank

Richard R Fuller
Christopher K Fuller

Everett T Fuller
George F. Gass

S.L. Geisbert, Jr.
W. Gladu

David Goodnough
Earl Goodnough, Jr.

W.E. Gough, Jr.
A.J. Gray

William A. Grierson
William A. Grierson, Jr.

C.C. Guy
J.R. Guy

A.C. Guy, Sr.
Dennis L Hager
Robert Hager

D. Lloyd Hager, II
W.M. Harrah, Jr.
W.E. Hartzfeld
S.W. Haynes

J.W. Henson
L.D. Hill
T.F. Hill
A.H. Hill
P.E. Huff

S.A. Johns-Newton
E.A. Johnson
J.F. Johnson

M.S. Johnson
J.S. Johnson
K.D. Johnson
R.E. Johnson

J.I. Johnson, Jr.
R.L Joyner

Tom J. Julien, Jr.
Tom J. Julien, Sr.

Leonard E. Kessler
Jay W. Kessler
J.J. Kilroy, Sr.

J.H. Kurtz
M.M. Kurtz

Robert Larsen
P.M. Laster
R.W. Laster

Emmett Lauer
E.R. Lawson

D.W. Leland
Jennifer A. Long

J.B. Long
Gill W. Lott
V.H. Mast

Ryan McLean
A.L. McMullin

William B. Morgan
Robert L. Morgan
George A. Morgan

G.E. Murdock
J.M. Nelson
T.A. Nelson

Walter Nelson, Jr.
G.E. Newton

J.B. Norris, Jr.
R.E. Payne

E.W. Peterson
W.A. Pilkerton, Jr.

S.R. Pistachio
D.R. Pobst
T.R. Preslar
T.E. Reamy

B.W. Rebman
G.P. Reisinger

Anna Katrina Roberto

P.R. Scheer
J.F. Schwab

J.H. Springer
D.W. Stoudt
R.L. Sydnor

Thomas Taylor
Thomas Taylor

R.J. Tivnan
Elmer Gibson Trott

D.J. Uhler
S.H. Uhler

R.L. Walker
E.W. Weaver
J.E. Weber
D.E. White

J. Wayne Williams
R.C. Williams

A.C. Wood
F.X. Wood
J.I. Wood

R.H. Younger
D.J. Zeien

LOCAL HEROES
A SALUTE TO

The County Times invited our readers to share the names of their family members and loved ones who have served in the United States Armed Forces. 
We thank each and every one for their service.
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A COMPLICATED 
KNIGHT

By Ronald N. Guy Jr. 
Contributing Writer

The NFL was my first sports love.  As I was coming of age, my football team, 
the one in Washington D.C., was consistently among the best - even the very 
best, several times over.  It is hard to imagine now.  The relics I retain from 
that era seem as much magical fiction as historical fact.  But it all happened, 
“Once upon a time”, as all good stories begin.

A close “2” and “2a” to the NFL were the NHL and college basketball.  I 
owe my love of hockey to my dear Uncle Wayne.  He dedicated so much time 
taking his son and me to Capitals games.  I’m eternally grateful.  Every nephew 
should have an Uncle Wayne.

As for college basketball, my timing was impeccable.  I was nine when 
Patrick Ewing and Georgetown lost to Michael Jordan and North Carolina in 
the national championship, 10 when N.C. State upset Houston’s Phi Slama 
Jama, 11 when Georgetown beat Houston to win the national championship, 
and 12 when they lost to Villanova.  I saw Ralph Sampson, Chris Mullin, James 
Worthy, Tim Duncan, Christian Laettner and Grant Hill.  I worshipped Terps 
such as Adrian Branch, Juan Dixon, Joe Smith, Walt Williams and Len Bias, 
my first sports hero.  

Unlike the NFL, NCAA basketball games were on every night.  A game 
between giants on a random Tuesday was a fabulous distraction from my 
horrendous attempt to flirt with the cute girl at lunch earlier in the day or the 
upcoming math test I had no interest in studying for.  Gleaning a few new moves 
to try at the next day’s basketball practice was emotionally safer than forays 
into adolescent infatuation and far more appealing than algebra.

After Maryland icons Gary Williams and Lefty Driesel, and long-time Duke 
head coach and Maryland nemesis Mike Krzyzewski, Bobby Knight was the 
college basketball coach who most preoccupied my mind.  The curiosity of 
Knight was multi-faceted: a brilliant basketball coach who won over 70 per-
cent of his games and three national championships at Indiana, and an equally 
indisputable hot head who coached and seemingly lived like a 24/7 drill ser-
geant (hence his nickname “The General”).  

When a friend texted me last week that Knight had passed away, several 
superlatives and criticisms flooded my mind.  Ultimately, I managed but a 
two-word reply: Complicated dude.   

Knight won nearly 900 games.  He hung a bunch of banners.  He made 
Indiana basketball a national power.  His structured and disciplined approach 
and demanding coaching style turned many teenage boys into strong young 
men well-equipped for life.

Knight was also a bully.  He tossed chairs across the court and feigned use 
of a whip on players as a motivational technique.  He could be verbally and 
emotionally abusive.  And in the case of former player Neil Reed, there was 
documented physical abuse.  He was so spiteful over his dismissal from Indiana 
after an incident with a student that he shunned the university for years and 
skipped a 2016 reunion for his undefeated 1976 team.  

Selfish.  Generous.  Mean.  Kind.  Highly effective.  Self-destructive.  It was 
all simultaneously true of Bobby Knight.  His traits were impossible to recon-
cile.  In a way, he embodied our complex world of coexisting contradictions.  

After his death, social media was filled with positive stories.  It was as if 
Knight’s supporters felt compelled to influence the narrative of his legacy, 
counterbalance the “yeah buts” and passively apologize for his significant 
shortcomings.  But Knight was certainly self-aware.  He had to have moments 
of self-examination where the broader impact of his behavior was considered.  
That he never evolved and never yielded, despite a world yearning for him 
to do so, is disappointing.  It left qualified praise as the tone of his farewell.  

And that’s a shame.  But it was Knight’s choice.  There was – is - another 
way.  Coaches like John Wooden, Dean Smith, Bill Walsh, Mike Krzyzewski 
and Joe Gibbs followed a different, and more admirable leadership model.  Like 
Knight, they all won big, built a culture, benefitted a community and reached 
young men in meaningful ways.  But they did it with a grace that Knight never 
grasped and absent a complicated legacy.

Send comments to RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com 

Sell it  -  Buy it  
at AAuuccttiioonn

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm
330011..990044..33440022

Public Auction
Items remaining from the building previously known as 

“Junk Box” / “Betsy Ross Antiques”
Saturday, December 2, 2023 – 9:30 am

28345 Point Lookout Road – Leonardtown, MD
(Auction Terms by Mahlon Stauffer, Jr.  Ten percent buyer’s premium.  

Cash, Checks Accepted (No Credit Cards).
Vintage Items ▪ Glassware ▪  Vintage Tools ▪  Pots/Pans ▪  Utensils ▪  Dishes ▪ Items 
from other local consignors to include: Storage Shed (new/unused), Run-in Shed 
(new/unused); Evergreen Wreaths/Items; Fall Produce; Baked Goods; More 
SPECIAL NOTE:  Parking available at Stauffer’s Produce and fields next to and around 
the building.  Due to the close proximity to the road, please use caution when 
entering/exiting the area.  Parking assistants will be present to help direct attendees to 
parking areas.  Auction Preview on Friday, December 1, 2023 from 4 pm to 6 pm.

Southern Maryland Farm & Country Christmas Auction
Our most exciting auction of the year!

Saturday, DEC 9, 2023 – 9 am
Westfield Farm Arena & Auction Barn

26689 Laurel Grove Rd. – Mechanicsville, MD 
Locally Made Live Evergreen Wreaths & Centerpieces ▪ Locally Grown 

Poinsettias ▪ New Tools/Items ▪ New Toys ▪ Framed Prints ▪ Painted 
Signs ▪ Quilts ▪ Much More

A local community auction that showcases & supports our local craftsmen & 
producers. Thank you for supporting our community!

Auction preview, early registration Friday evening from 3 pm to 7 pm.

The County Times is hiring 
Marketing Representatives.

Get out from behind a desk • Connect with local 
business owners • Determine your own income

Send your resume and let’s talk!
Email aldailey@countytimes.net

Looking for a 
career, not just 

another job?

SPORTS
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 PRICES GOOD FROM
November 8 THRU November 14, 2023

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 7am to 8 pm

SUNDAY 8 am to 7 pm

WE ACCEPT:

WE NOW ACCEPT SNAP/EBT
& AMERICAN EXPRESS

23860 Hollywood Road, Hollywood, MD 20636
301-475-2531

 WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 8 9 10 11  12 13 14 

Farm To Table
6-Oz., Red Raspberries Or

Sweet Plump  
Fresh Blackberries

2/$5

7-Oz. Ready Pasta Or 12 To 16-Oz. Selected
Barilla 
Pasta4/$5

32-Oz., Light Brown Or
Food Club  

Powdered Sugar2/$4

28 To 32-Oz., Selected
Hungry Jack 

Pancake And Waffle Mix2.78

18 To 19-Oz., Selected
Progresso  

Canned Soup2/$4

16-Oz., Selected
Hidden Valley Ranch 

Salad Dressing3.98

27.6-Oz., Selected
Hungry Jack  

Syrup3.98

22.6 To 25.9-Oz., Selected
Folgers  

Ground Coffee7.98

12-Oz.
PET Evaporated 

Milk1.78

32-Oz.
Heinz  

Ketchup4.58

30-Oz.
Duke’s  

Mayonnaise3.98

12 To 16-Oz., Selected
Betty Crocker 
Cake Frosting2/$4 16 To 19.1-Oz., Selected

Betty Crocker  
Brownie Mix2/$6

4-Lb.
Food Club 

Sugar2.78

9.5 To 13Oz., Selected
Chips Ahoy!  

Cookies3.78 10-Oz.
A-1 Steak  

Sauce5.98

Tote Bag
Sweet & Crisp  
Gala Apples

.98Lb.

Creamy Ripe
Hass  

Avocados

.98Ea.

12-Oz. Bag
Ocean Spray Fresh  
Whole Cranberries

2/$5
Farmers Finest

Large Slicing  
Cucumbers

.88Ea.

USDA Inspected, Boneless
Country Style  

Pork Ribs2.98

Selected Bone-In
Smithfield 

Ham Steaks3.48

35.13-Oz. Clam Bake,
Crawfish Or 
Seafood Boil9.98

Delicious!
Sea 

Scallops15.99

21/25 Ct. EZ Peel
Southern Seas 

Jumbo Raw Shrimp5.98

Frozen Or Previously Frozen
Catfish  

Nuggets1.98

Fresh!
Ahi 

Tuna10.99

Regular Or Brown Sugar
Smithfield Spiral 
Sliced Half Ham2.48

12 Oz., Reg. Or Thick
Gwaltney  

Bacon3.98

15-Oz., Reg. Or Bunsize
Ball Park  

Beef Franks3.98
1.98Lb.

USDA Inspected

Whole Boneless  
Pork Loin

9.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef

Beef T-Bone  
Steaks

TTAABBLLEE
FFAARRMM
TABLE
FARMto

3.48Lb.

USDA Inspected

Boneless Center Cut 
Pork Chops

1.68Lb.

Special

Smoked Ham 
Shank Portion

Let The

Begin

FEAST 
SAVINGSOfOf Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.

Lb.Lb.

2.99Lb.
Fresh

Bone-In Whole 
Corned Ham

Ea.
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4.98

Maplehurst 22-Oz., 
8-Inch, Bakery Fresh

Pumpkin Or 
Sweet Potato Pie

Bakery & Deli FreshBakery & Deli Fresh

Liquor and BeerLiquor and Beer

5.98Lb.

Oven Roasted

Kretschmar 
Chicken Breast

10.98
750-ML

Ecco Domani  
Pino Grigio

9.99
750-ml.

St. Chateau Michelle 
Riesling Wines

WineWiness of theof the    MonthMonth

ChillChill
DealsDeals 1.98

16-Oz.
Daisy  

Sour Cream

48-Oz., Selected
Mayfield  

Ice Cream

3.98
32-Oz. Selected
Coffeemate 
Creamer

2.98
7 To 8-Oz., Selected

Kraft  
Shredded Cheese

3.98
52-Oz., Selected

Tropicana Pure Premium  
Orange Juice

4/$5
5.3-Oz., Selected

Chobani  
Greek Yogurt

2/$8
15-Oz., Selected

Marie Callender’s 
Pot Pies

2/$8
16 To 16.5 Oz. Selected

Pillsbury Ready To Bake 
Cookie Dough

2/$6
11.6 To 14.8-Oz., Selected

Eggo Frozen  
Pancakes Or Waffles

3.98
2-Ct. 14.1-Oz.
Pillsbury  

Pie Crusts

4.98
6-Ct., 11 Oz.

White Castle  
Cheeseburgers

48-Oz.

Double Layer  
Coconut Cake

11.98
5-Pack

Superior On Main  
Eclairs

3.98

Deli Fresh Baby Swiss Or

Kretschmar 
Swiss Cheese

5.98Lb.

10-Oz. Cans

24 Pack  
Bud Light

19.89

1.75L

Crown 
Royal

42.99

12-Oz. Cans

30-Pack Coors 
Light 

23.99

1.75L

Tito’s  
Vodka

30.49

12-Oz. Cans

18 Pack  
Michelob Ultra

14.99

1.75L

Smirnoff Vodka

18.99

12-Oz. Cans, Select Variety

12-Pack  
Twisted Tea

15.99

1.75L

Captain Morgan Original  
Spiced Rum

25.99

FREE
BUY ONE, GET ONE

8.98
Crunch Time 

8-Piece 
Fried Chicken

16.9916.99

750-Ml750-Ml
Kendall-Jackson   Kendall-Jackson   

Red WinesRed Wines

750-Ml750-Ml
Kendall-Jackson   Kendall-Jackson   

White WinesWhite Wines

11.9911.99
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Stanley Williams, 66

Stanley Joseph 
Williams, Jr., 66, 
of Hollywood, MD, 
passed away on 
November 5, 2023 
in Bryantown, MD 
with his loving wife 
by his side.

He was born on 
November 28, 1956 in Leonardtown, MD 
to the late Stanley Joseph Williams, Sr. and 
Ann Lee Myers.

Stanley was a life long resident of St. 
Mary’s County. He married his lovely wife 
Joan Weber on May 15, 1993. They have 
spent 30 wonderful years together. Stanley 
enjoyed his time with his wife (Joanie); they 
enjoyed their dogs, camping, cruising, blue 
grass music, cutting grass, frying HVRS 
fried chicken & most importantly being 
with family and was always there to lend a 
helping hand to anyone that needed it. 

He was a devoted Volunteer for St. 
Mary’s County; Stanley has served this 
county for 50 years! He has volunteered 
for with both the Mechanicsville Volunteer 
Fire Department and Rescue Squad along 
with Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department 
and Rescue Squad. He has also played key 
roles in the Southern Maryland Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association and Maryland State 
Firemen’s Association, the Emergency 
Services Board and part of the St. Mary’s 
ALS Unit Member.  He has earned numer-
ous awards and played a valuable role in the 
different committee’s listed below.

While part of the Mechanicsville 
Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad 
he received several Top 10 Runner Awards 
with MVFD and also served on numer-
ous committees, was part of the Volunteer 
Services from December 1972 to May 1982. 

When he was part of the Hollywood 
Volunteer Fire Department he served several 
years as an Assistant engineer and 1 year as 
Fire Captain. He received numerous top call 
runner awards, President’s award and spe-
cial recognition award. Served on numerous 
committees and served as the Departments 
Carnival Committee Chairman for several 
years. He was part of the HVFD from May 
1982 to November 1990.

He has been a part of the Hollywood 

Volunteer Rescue Squad from February 
1986 to present and has held several posi-
tions with them from EMT, Chief Engineer, 
Assistant Engineer, President, Vice 
President, Assistant Chief (6 years), Chief 
(5 years) and on the Board of Directors. He 
has received the following Squad Awards, 
Top 10 Call Runner, Presidents Awards 
(most recently for 2023), Chiefs awards and 
Member of the Year Award (several years).

Stanley was part of the Southern Maryland 
Volunteer Firemens Association as a Delegate 
and was also inducted in the Hall of Fame 
in 1996. He was also in the Maryland State 
Firemens Association and was on the EMS 
Committee (served for 13 years) and inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in 2017.

He was both a Chair and Co Chair for 
the Emergency Services Board from 2001 
to 2018. Stanley was also a unit member for 
the St. Mary’s County ALS Unit.

Stanley’s Career was also surrounded by 
Community Safety; He was a St. Mary’s 
County Employee; he started part time 
in 1978 for Public Safety 911 Dispatcher 
where he went fulltime in 1983 then to 
Deputy Director Emergency Management in 
May 2000. He also worked for the Maryland 
State Police as a Dispatcher from July 1979 
to May 1983. Then he decided to retire from 
the St. Mary’s County Government in 2016. 

Stanley is survived by his wife Joanie 
and his step-daughter Elizabeth Stafford 
Knight, and his brothers David Williams 
(Myssi) of Mechanicsville, MD, Wayne 
Williams (Brenda) of Trappe, MD, John 
Williams (Caren) of  Hughesville, MD, 
Raymond Myers (Amy) of Lexington Park, 
MD; his sisters Joanne Phillips (Marvin) of 
Chester, VA and Phyllis “Susie” Spalding of 
Leonardtown, MD. He is preceded in death 
by his parents, his step-son Richard Knight 
and his sister Vivian Bruner.

Family will receive friends on Friday, 
November 10, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m., with a Funeral Service and  
Fireman’s Prayers recited at 12:00 p.m., at 
Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department, 
28165 Hills Club Road, Mechanicsville, 
MD 20659. Interment will follow at Charles 
Memorial Gardens, 26325 Point Lookout 
Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650. 

Pallbearers will be Tony Norris, Billy 
Johnson, Wayne Johnson, John Raley, Dennis 
Brady, Ricky Brady, Billy Yost. Acting as 

Honorary Pallbearers are Willie Ridgell and 
Hollywood Volunteer Rescue Squad. 

In lieu of flowers please make donations 
to Hollywood Volunteer Rescue Squad, 
43256 Rescue Lane, Hollywood, MD 20636 
or your local Hospice Organization or for 
Charles County it’s Hospice of Chesapeake, 
2505 Davis Road, Waldorf, MD 20608 and 
St. Mary’s County Hospice, P.O. Box 625, 
Leonardtown, MD 20650. 

Any Fire or EMS Department wishing to 
bring apparatus to the funeral please con-
tact Deputy Fire Chief Ryan Raley at dep-
utychief@mvfd.com by noon on Thursday, 
November 9th, 2023.

Condolences to the family may be made 
at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A.

Mary Jane Hanlein, 99

M a r y  J a n e 
Thompson Hanlein 
passed away at her 
home, on October 28, 
2023, just 40 days shy 
of her 100th birth-
day.  She was born in 
Washington DC on 
December 7, 1923 

and grew up in Anacostia where she often 
would roller skate to the Capitol as a teenager.  
She was the salutatorian of the Anacostia high 
school class of 1941.  She earned a scholar-
ship to American University where her studies 
were interrupted; she left college to help her 
family and worked for the phone company in 
downtown Washington DC.

Mary Jane was married to Alvin Robert 
Hanlein on May 26, 1950. They went on 
to have six children and raised them in 
Chillum, Maryland.  She was widowed after 
33 years of marriage at the age of 60.  Mary 
Jane resided in Chillum for 63 years before 
moving to Silver Spring in 2014. She was 
active in the Homemakers Club and later, 
the Lunch Bunch with dear friends in her 
local community.  She loved to travel, and 
went as far as Pakistan to be at the birth 
of her third grandson. Mary Jane was an 
avid reader and could go through a book a 
day, always reading the Washington Post 
from front to back never missing the comics.  
She loved to crochet and made baby afghans 
for hundreds of new born.  A favorite past 
time was sitting in her rocking chair at her 
beloved cottage at Mckay’s Beach to watch 
the sunset.  She rejoiced in the many visitors 
she hosted at her beach home, affectionately, 
known as DADZ after her father.  She was 
fond of animals and took in many a stray dog 
and gave it a warm home.  She loved flowers 
and plants and had quite a green thumb.  She 
never missed a dessert and frequented local 
bakeries and ice cream parlors.

Beloved wife of the late Alvin (Dinky) 
Hanlein, devoted mother of the late 
Christopher Hanlein (Adele Biancarelli) 
the late Cathy Hanlein Pielmeier (Mark 
Pielmeier), Carole Hanlein, Alvin (Chip) 
Hanlein II, Claire Hanlein and the late 
Charles (Chuck) Hanlein. Beloved sister of 
the late Gray Thompson. Cherished grand-

mother of Luke Hanlein, Gaelan Treacy, 
Jude Hanlein (Lyndsay Rini), Gabriel 
Treacy, and Sean Treacy.

Funeral services will be held at St. John 
Baptist de la Salle Church 5706 Sargent Rd, 
Chillum, MD at 11:00 am followed by burial 
at Fort Lincoln cemetery on December 7, 2023. 

In lieu of flowers the family request 
memorials be made in her memory to:

The Lehman Center 
402 W. Market St.
York, Pa. 17401

Nancy Calvano, 84

A n n a  M a r i a 
Calvano, affec-
tionately known 
as “Nancy”, of 
Por t  Char lot te , 
Florida, formerly 
o f  Hol lywood , 
Maryland, passed 
away peacefully 

October 25, 2023. She beautified the 
world for 84 years. Nancy was born in 
Leonardtown, Maryland on August 1, 1939 
to the late John J. Maddox and Marjorie 
I. (Hill) Maddox. She graduated from 
Leonardtown High School where shortly 
after graduation she married her one and 
only “Cal” (Ralph). Her focus during those 
early years was on raising their three sons 
and one daughter. She participated and 
excelled in every aspect of mothering 
including, sports mom, dance mom, den 
mother, Girl Scout leader, tutor, and spiri-
tual guide. She loved her hobbies and past 
times that included, playing cards, bowling, 
softball, sewing, and everything related to 
the Patuxent River. She prided herself in 
keeping a beautiful, welcoming home and 
was an exquisite cook. Cal was instrumental 
in broadening Nancy’s horizon. During his 
prestigious Airforce career the family was 
stationed in several U.S. States and toured 
upward of ten Countries abroad. Upon retire-
ment, Nancy and Cal relocated to Southwest 
Florida to soak up the sun and entertain the 
grandkids during the many treks to Florida. 
She adored her grandchildren and delighted 
in her great grandchildren. She had the most 
loving adorable little dog- “Harley”.

Nancy is survived by her three sons and 
one daughter, Stephen M. (Laura) of Natural 
Bridge Station Va., David J. of Natural 
Bridge Station, Va., Daryl W. (Carol) of 
Mechanicsville, Md., Karen Thompson 
(Mendell), of Port Charlotte, Fl. Her beloved 
sister and Brother in Law Marjorie and Ron 
Horton, Englewood Fl., and Sister in Law 
Von Maddox, Prince Frederick, Md., nine 
grandchildren and thirteen great grandchil-
dren. Nancy was predeceased by her parents, 
her beloved husband Cal (Ralph) and her 
two brothers, John (Jack) and James Samuel.

Visitation will be held on Monday 
November 27, at 9:00 am followed by 
a Mass of Christian Burial at 10:00 am 
at St. John’s Church in Hollywood Md. 
Internment will follow immediately in the 
church cemetery.

In RemembranceIn Remembrance To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to 
aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for publication on Thursdays. 
Any submissions received after this deadline may run in the following week’s edition.

OBITUARIES

A Tribute to the Loved One 
Whose Memory Lives
On Forever in Your Heart

Honor the memory of your cherished 
one by sharing the story of their life 

with friends, neighbors and associates 
here in the community.

For details and to place 
your notice of remembrance, 

call 301-373-4125 for assistance.

REMEMBRANCES
IN PRINT & ONLINE
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8:00 AM  Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023  8:00 AM

–

Preview and Pre-register
Friday Nov. 10th from 2 PM – 5 PM

Chicken BBQ & Bake Sale 
Plus lots of other good food !!

–

St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

CALENDARS

Sat, Nov 11
The 48th Annual Leonardtown 
Veterans Day Parade & Memorial

Leonardtown Square
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Commissioners of Leonardtown and 
the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
invite the public to salute America’s 
Veterans at the Annual Veterans Day 
Parade in Leonardtown! The Memorial 
Wreath Laying Ceremony takes place 
in Leonardtown Square directly after the 
parade. For more information, visit: www.
visitleonardtownmd.com/veteransday 
Contact: Brandy Blackstone, 301-475-9791 
or 240-309-9561, brandy.blackstone@leon-
ardtownmd.gov.

35th Annual Craft Fair

Mount Zion United Methodist Church
27108 Mt. Zion Church Rd., Mechanicsville
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Local crafts, vendors and more! Enjoy 
delicious food and bake sale items will be 
available. Door Prizes!

Sun, Nov 12
Craft & Vendor Fair

Mechanicsville Moose Lodge 
27636 Mechanicsville Rd., Mechanicsville
11 a.m. 3 p.m.

Over 50 crafters & vendors. Food for sale. 
Basket raffles and games. Visit from Santa.

Wed, Nov 15
Health Watch Series: Narcan

Loffler Senior Activity Center 
21905 Chancellors Run Rd., Great Mills
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Narcan is a nasal spray that can be a 
lifesaver if a person is in an opioid crisis. 
You may be surprised to hear that an acci-
dental opioid overdose is just as possible 
with legally prescribed meds as it is with 
illegal drugs. Natalie from the St. Mary’s 
County Health Department will discuss how 
to assess a person who may need Narcan 
and how to administer it. Advance registra-
tion is required for this presentation. Go to 

www.stmaryscountymd.gov/aging or leave 
a message on our reservation line at 301-
475-4200, ext. 1660.

Upcoming
NARFE Luncheon

Olde Breton Inn
Leonardtown
Friday, November 17
11:30 a.m.

The National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Association (NARFE) Chapter 
#969 of St. Mary’s County invites cur-
rent and prospective members to attend a 
luncheon meeting. Representatives from 
NARFE’s Maryland Federation will address 
the group. Raffle tickets will be sold for a 
handcrafted quilt, scratch-off lottery tickets 
and other items, with all proceeds going to 
Hospice of St. Mary’s and local and national 
Alzheimer’s charities. There will also be a 
silent auction of items donated by attendees.

Traditional Thanksgiving fare will be 
served buffet-style at a cost of $17.00.  
For reservations, which are required, con-
tact Boyd Loflin at 240-317-5660 by Nov. 

15. For membership inquiries, contact VP 
Geneva Leon at 301-884-5112.  To learn 
more about NARFE #969, visit their Web 
site at http://www.narfe.net/site/chapter969/.

Christmas Stroll - “A Bridge to 
Bethlehem”

Patuxent Presbyterian Church
Saturday, December 2nd 
5 p.m to 7 p.m.

This event is FREE to the public—our gift 
to the community. Come stroll our grounds to 
see the live Nativity with live animals, enjoy 
cocoa and home-baked cookies, listen to live 
seasonal music in the sanctuary, enjoy dinner 
provided by BELONG (Bridging Everyone 
Linking Older and Newer Generations) in the 
Fellowship Hall, and more!

To support our neighbors in need from the 
W.A.R.M. (Wrapping Arms ‘Round Many) 
program, we request that guests donate 
either one toiletry item or a cold weather 
gear item. We will also have Christmas 
items for purchase; all proceeds will be 
donated to our local ministry partners. For 
complete information, please visit: www.
paxpres.com/christmasstroll.

(301)-475-8500
41590 Fenwick Street • P.O. Box 270 • Leonardtown, Maryland 20650

www.mgfh.com

Providing trusted service to the community for over 100 Years
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HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, 
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing 

and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & 
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly 

Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter 
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to 

the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!
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Are you an exceptional person who wants to make a diff erence?�

����������������
�����	����������������������
We are seeking Clinical Managers (RNs), Physical Therapists (PTs), 
Occupational Therapists (OTs), PTAs, COTAs for Home Health to 
become a part of our team! We are looking for full-time and part-
time positions. Go to www.FirstHealthcareConsultants.com to fill 
out an application. Call 240-515-7353 for any questions concerning 
application or job compensations.

SHELTIE PUPPIES 
FOR SALE

Take a look at the litter at Zimmerman’s Produce, 
25920 Friendship School Rd., Mechanicsville.  

All puppies will be checked by a veterinarian.

Reduced $400!
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Calvert Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Publisher Thomas McKay
Associate Publisher Eric McKay

General Manager
Al Dailey aldailey@countytimes.net

Advertising 
Jen Stotler jen@countytimes.net

Staff Writers
Dick Myers dickmyers@countytimes.net
Guy Leonard guyleonard@countytimes.net

Contributing Writers
Ron Guy, Ken Lamb, Shelby Opperman,  
Dave Spigler

P. O. Box 250 • Hollywood, MD 20636

County TimesCounty Times

The County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for the residents of St. Mary’s 
and Calvert County. The County Times will be available on newsstands every Thursday. The paper is 
published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, which is responsible for the form, content, and 
policies of the newspaper. The County Times does not espouse any political belief or endorse any product 
or service in its news coverage.

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include the writer’s full 
name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be delivered by 4 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to our Thursday publication to ensure placement for that week. After that deadline, the County Times will 
make every attempt possible to publish late content, but cannot guarantee so. Letters may be condensed/
edited for clarity, although care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument. Copyright in material 
submitted to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the County Times 
and its licensees may freely reproduce it in print, electronic or other forms. We are unable to acknowledge 
receipt of letters. The County Times cannot guarantee that every letter or photo(s) submitted will be pub-
lished, due to time or space constraints.

CALENDARS

Thu, Nov 9
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way and ZOOM
6:30-8 p.m.

Get tips and support from other caregiv-
ers. Facilitated by Jeannette Findley and JC 
Hooker. Please register to receive the Zoom 
link 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info.

Fri, Nov 10
Veterans Day (Observed) Lecture Series

Calvert Marine Museum
10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Join CMM staff and local historians to 
commemorate Veterans Day by examin-
ing the role Solomons Island and Southern 
Maryland played in our country’s mili-
tary history. Presentations will take place 
throughout the day in the Harms Gallery; 
see the schedule below. The event is free to 
the public, regular admission to the museum 
can be purchased at the Admissions Desk. 
Free admission for active duty military and 
veterans on Friday and Saturday. 

• 10:30 a.m. Vincent Turner, II, “The 
Provisional Ranger Group: D-Day, 
June 6, 1944”

• 11:45 a.m. Mark Wilkins, “The 
Amphibious Training Base: Solomons, 
Maryland, 1942-1945”

• 1:00 p.m. Vincent Turner, II, “The 
Provisional Ranger Group: D-Day, 
June 6, 1944”

• 2:15 p.m. John Cook and Eve Love, 
“Before the Base: Patuxent River 
Naval Air Test Center Property 
Condemnation Appraisals.” A book 
signing event will follow.

Sun, Nov 12
Fossil Club Meeting & Free Public Lecture

Calvert Marine Museum
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

The CMM Fossil Club meeting is at 
1:30 p.m. in the Harms Gallery, followed 
by a free public lecture at 2:30 p.m. Check 
CMM’s website for details.

Mon, Nov 13
JobSource Mobile Career Center

Calvert Library Fairview Branch
Rt. 4 and Chaneyville Road, Owings
1-4 p.m. 

Stop by for your job search needs! Get 
job counseling and resume help, search for 
jobs and connect with Southern Maryland 
JobSource. 410-257-2101. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Book Discussion

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
3819 Harbor Road, Chesapeake Beach
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Join us this month to discuss “Code 
Name Hélène” by Ariel Lawhon. Told in 
interweaving timelines organized around 
the four code names Nancy used during the 
war, Code Name Hélène is a spellbinding 
and moving story of enduring love, remark-
able sacrifice and unfaltering resolve that 
chronicles the true exploits of a woman who 
deserves to be a household name. C 410-
257-2411. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Tue, Nov 14
 Astronomy Night

Calvert Library Fairview Branch
Rt. 4 and Chaneyville Road, Owings
7-8 p.m.

Come see what the night sky has to offer 
in the field behind Fairview Branch. Learn 
about the equipment used to view the sky 
from the Astronomy Club of Southern 
Maryland. All ages welcome. Outdoor only 
event, weather permitting. 410-257-2101. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Wed, Nov 15
Legislative Evening with Your Delegates

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Join Calvert League of Women Voters 
and our state delegates to hear about 
planned initiatives for the coming term. 
Organizations can sign up to speak for 3 
minutes. Individuals may sign up for 2 
minutes. We’ll call on organizations and 
individuals in the order of registration until 
7:15. 5:30-6pm Informal meet and min-
gle, 6-7:15pm-Legislative Evening with 
Delegates, 7:15-7:30 Closing comments 
from Delegates., 410-535-0291 or 301-855-
1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Reading Buddies: Young Readers

Calvert Library Fairview Branch
Rt. 4 and Chaneyville Road, Owings
6-7 p.m.

At this event, elementary-aged children 
will do fun activities and read out loud to 
teen volunteers. Teen volunteers can earn 
one (1) service learning hour for partic-
ipating. It’s a great way to socialize and 
build reading confidence! Does your K-5th 
grade child love to read out loud, or strug-
gle with reading confidence? Here’s the 
chance for everyone to practice in a safe and 
welcoming space! 410-257-2101. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Tween Book Club

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons

6:30pm-7:30pm. 

We will be reading and discussing fab-
ulous books and enjoying book-related 
activities. Recommended for ages 9-12. 
Eleven-year-old Avery Lee loves living in 
Hickory Valley, Maryland. She loves her 
neighborhood, school, and the end-of-sum-
mer fair she always goes to with her two best 
friends. But she’s tired of feeling squished 
by her six siblings! 410-326-5289. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Thu, Nov 16
Lecture Series Breakfast Event

College of Southern Maryland Center 
for Health Sciences
6105 Foster Place, Hughesville
8:30-10:30 a.m.

Wisdom in America’s Schools,” Lecture 
Series, Breakfast Event. Leadership 
Southern Maryland (LSM) invites the pub-
lic to join us for breakfast and engage in a 
provocative conversation with celebrated 
scholar, author and Executive Director of 
the Johns Hopkins Institute for Education 
Policy Dr. David Steiner as he discusses 
his new book, “A Nation at Thought: 
Restoring Wisdom in America’s Schools.” 
Free Registration is required at eventbrite. 
Contact info@leadershipsomd.org for addi-
tional information.”

Little Minnows: Good Morning Yoga

Calvert Marine Museum
10:15 & 11:15 a.m. 

This month’s theme is Good Morning 
Yoga, for preschoolers ages 3 – 5, with an 
adult. This program focuses on one of the 
museum’s three themes. Join us for story 
time and a craft, available while supplies 
last. Sessions are 25-40 minutes. The cost is 
free with museum admission. Sign up at the 
Admissions Desk when you arrive. 
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During the week of October 23 – October 
29, 2023, Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputies responded to 1,712 calls for ser-
vice throughout the community. 

Damaged Property: 23-75465
On October 23, 2023, DFC Ostazeski 

responded to the 400 block of Lake Drive in 
Lusby, for the report of a burglary. The com-
plainant advised she heard loud bangs from 
the front and side of the house. Investigation 
revealed an unknown suspect attempted to 
enter the home through the front door and 
broke the door frame. The estimated value 
of damaged property is $130.00.

Theft: 23-75436
On October 23, 2023, DFC Ostazeski 

responded to 12600 block of Catalina Drive 
in Lusby, for the report of a theft. Contact 
was made with the complainant who 
advised two bicycles were stolen from the 
victim’s yard. The bicycles were described 
as a Schwinn Sidewinder 26-inch men’s 
bicycle. It is black with a green stripe. The 
second is a Huffy 24-inch female bicycle 
light purple in color. The estimated value 
of stolen property is $320.00.

ARRESTS

On Wednesday, 
October 25, 2023, at 
6:32 p.m., Deputy 
Tavares responded 
to the Walgreens 
Pharmacy located 
at 110 Hospital 
Road in Prince 
Frederick, for a 
reported robbery 
in progress. Inves-
tigation revealed 
Daniel Abdul Ban-
gura, 19 of Laurel, 
jumped the counter 
and stole prescrip-
tion medication, 
but was quickly 
detained. A second 
suspect, Thomas 
Ruedy Heaton, 
24 of Rockville, 

was located in the suspect vehicle and 
detained. Both suspects were transported 
to the Calvert County Detention Center. 
Bangura was charged with Strong Armed 
Robbery, Second-Degree Assault, Resist/
Interfere with Arrest, CDS: Possession-Not 
Cannabis, CDS: Possession of Parapherna-
lia, and Disorderly Conduct. Heaton was 
charged with Conspiracy to Commit Rob-
bery, CDS: Possession- Not Cannabis, and 
CDS: Possession of Paraphernalia.

On Oct. 26, 2023, Deputy Zinn responded 
to the KFC/Taco Bell located at 13400 HG 
Trueman Road in Solomons, for the report 
of a property damage accident. Upon arrival, 
Deputy Zinn observed Zachary Alan Kiger, 
34 of Millersville, MD, seated in the driv-

er’s seat of a vehicle 
next to a fence that 
had been knocked 
over as a result of 
Kiger backing into 
it. Kiger advised he 
had a crack “stem” 
in his pocket. A 
search of Kiger’s 
person revealed a 
glass pipe contain-

ing a white powdery residue. A vehicle search 
revealed additional contraband including a 
broken glass pipe containing a white powdery 
residue, an uncapped hypodermic syringe, a 
metal spoon, and a metal bottle cap both con-
taining burn marks. Kiger was placed under 
arrest and transported to the Calvert County 
Detention Center where he was charged with 
CDS: Possession of Paraphernalia, CDS: 
Possession of Controlled Paraphernalia, 
Negligent Driving, Reckless Driving, and 
other traffic related charges.

On October 
26, 2023, Deputy 
McCourt responded 
to Ken Mar Liquors 
located at 1525 S. 
Solomons Island 
Road in Prince 
Frederick, for the 
reported disorderly 
subject .  Upon 
arrival, Deputy 

McCourt met with Marvin Wayne Thomas, 
57 of Prince Frederick, who was reportedly 
being disorderly with customers coming in 
and out of the business. Thomas had been pre-
viously trespassed indefinitely from the prop-
erty. Thomas was transported to the Calvert 
County Detention Center where he was 
charged with Trespassing: Private Property.

On October 
2 6 ,  2 0 2 3 , 
Deputy McCourt 
responded to the 
Exxon Gas Station 
located at 11805 
HG Trueman Road 
in Lusby, for the 
reported trespass-
ing. Upon arrival, 
Deputy McCourt 

met with Ricardo Burrows, 62 of Lusby, 
who was sitting on the property and partially 
in the roadway. Burrows had been previ-
ously trespassed indefinitely from the prop-
erty. Burrows was placed under arrest and 
transported to the Calvert County Detention 
Center. During a search of Burrow’s person 
upon entering the Detention Center, depu-
ties located a small amount of cannabis. 
Burrows was charged with Trespassing: 
Private Property, Possession of CDS While 
Confined (Cannabis), and Possession of 
Contraband in a Place of Confinement.

Editor’s Note: The above arrests are not 
an indication of guilt or innocence as the 
cases have not been adjudicated.

Daniel Abdul Bangura

7 LOCAL NEWS

Thomas Ruedy Heaton

Ricardo Burrows

Marvin Wayne Thomas

Zachary Alan Kiger

CALVERT COUNTY 
CRIME BLOTTER

Prince Frederick VRS 
to Realign Under 
County Government

The Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) announces 
the realignment of the Prince Frederick 
Volunteer Rescue Squad (Company 4) to 
operate under Calvert County Government, 
effective Friday, Nov. 3, 2023. This deci-
sion was made by the Calvert County 
Circuit Court on Nov. 3, 2023. 

Calvert County Government will work 
with the Fire and Rescue Association to 
enable the volunteers of Company 4 to 
regroup, re-establish and rebuild their 
membership. This change is expected to 
have minimal impact to residents. More 
information will be provided as available.

“We want to assure our community 
that the safety and well-being of our resi-
dents remain our top priority,” said BOCC 
President Earl F. “Buddy” Hance. “We 
have made arrangements to transfer emer-
gency response responsibilities to our 
highly skilled team of career EMS staff 
members, ensuring that the highest level 
of service continues to be provided. Public 
Safety Fire-Rescue-EMS staff will support 
operations.”

Company 4, located at 755 Solomons 
Island Road in Prince Frederick, serves 
approximately 13,700 residents in Prince 
Frederick and portions of Plum Point. 

Calvert County’s volunteer fire, rescue 
and EMS companies function as indepen-
dent organizations within the county’s 
emergency response system. The volunteer 
agencies serve as a critical component of 
the broader public safety network, offering 
timely and vital services to the community. 
Although they operate autonomously, with 
their own internal hierarchy and funding 
mechanisms, they are closely integrated 
with county government through formal 
agreements that delineate the roles, respon-
sibilities and expectations of both the vol-
unteer entities and the county. 

For questions, contact Public Safety 
Director Dave McDowell at 410-535-1600, 
ext. 2303, or by email at dave.mcdowell@
calvertcountymd.gov. For more informa-
tion about Calvert County Fire/Rescue/
EMS, visit www.calvertcountymd.gov/
FireRescueEMS.
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Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults, 
Cremation Services and Pre-Need Planning

Family Owned and Operated by 
Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross

Where Life and Heritage are Celebrated

During a difficult 
time… still your best choice.

Owings
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane

410-257-6181

Port Republic
4405 Broomes Island Rd.

410-586-0520

Lusby
20 American Lane
410-326-9400

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com

Proposed Panhandling 
Bill Modified
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

A request from the Calvert County 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
for legislative authority to regulate pedes-
trian panhandling has been modified after 
concerns were expressed by the Maryland 
Attorney General’s Office.

At the Nov. 7 BOCC meeting, County 
Attorney John Norris explained that the 
state has regulated pedestrian panhandling 
and solicitation of persons in vehicles since 
1970 through a section of the state’s trans-
portation code. Norris said, “Because of 
the state’s action, local laws regarding this 
are pre-empted. The board has renewed its 
request that solicitation and panhandling be 
addressed in Calvert County. Staff recom-
mended application of the state prohibition 
on solicitation by modeling after the laws 
applicable in Allegany and Cecil counties. 
This model was chosen to allow non-profits 
to apply for a permit to conduct solicita-
tion and panhandling and avoid the debate 
whether the General Assembly intended 
its use of the word ‘business’,” to include 
charitable solicitations.

Several of the county’s legislators 
expressed constitutional concerns about 
the county request when the commission-
ers and legislators met. Norris explained, 
“The Office of the Attorney General has 
provided Del. Jeffrie E. Long, Jr. an opinion 
that ‘there is a risk that a reviewing court 
would even find that a ban on all commer-
cial solicitation, while allowing solicitation 
for non-commercial purposes, is unconsti-
tutional.’ This opinion recommends treating 
commercial and noncommercial speech the 
same; while acknowledging ‘…commer-
cial speech receives less First Amendment 
protection than non-commercial speech’.”

Norris said, “There is existing legislation 
that precludes all solicitation and panhan-
dling, not making any distinction between 
commercial and non-commercial speech. 
Specifically, the board may wish to con-
sider amending its request for legislation to, 
instead, be included in the following legis-
lation: In Calvert, Carroll County, Charles 
County, Harford County, and Washington 
County, a person may not stand in a road-
way, median divider, or intersection to 

solicit money or donations of any kind from 
the occupant of a vehicle.”

The commissioners went along with 
their attorney’s recommendation. 

Commissioner Toddd Ireland said, 
“We’ve had some safety concerns with peo-
ple that have been panhandling, soliciting 
donations, money in shopping centers. And 
our deputies and law enforcement have no 
tool at this point to be able to address these 
types of situations. We put in the legislation 
last year, and it did not make it through.  I’m 
in favor of this legislation and to change it 
similar to what Charles County has in place.”

Commissioner Vice President Mike Hart 
said, “I I’m with Commissioner Ireland 
completely. We need a tool. It’s getting 
worse and you don’t know that the average 
person out there, they don’t know who’s 
approaching them.”

Norris added, “Certainly 40 years ago, you 
wouldn’t be concerned that somebody stand-
ing in the median would be trying to take 
your mother’s car or your daughter’s car. And 
certainly, those concerns are more real today. 
Occurrences happen more often today.”

Commissioners Cox and Grasso were 
not at the meeting during the discussion. 
Cox was called to jury duty and Grasso had 
a doctor’s appointment.

The remaining three commissioners felt 
that modifying the bill based on Del. Long’s 
concerns would give it a greater chance 
of succeeding in next year’s Maryland 
General Assembly.

dickmyers@countytimes,.net

County Attorney John Norris

Rural Legacy Sought 
for Fishing Creek

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The American Chestnut Land Trust 
(ACLT) has recommended that the Fishing 
Creek watershed be made Calvert County’s 
third Rural Legacy Area.

ACLT Executive Director Greg Bown 
told the Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) on Nov. 7, 
“Many people know Fishing Creek exists. 
They drive over it every time they visit 
Chesapeake Beach. They may or may 
have motored or sailed into the creek or 
got on a charter boat or may have hiked 
along the railway trail. What they may not 
know is that it’s the third largest watershed 
in county. It has 30 percent of the land as 
farmland and a whopping 66 percent is for-
ested, the largest percentage of any of the 
major watersheds.”

Bowen explained, “This year, ACLT par-
ticipated in the newly formed Friends of 
Fishing Creek. Testing of the upper reaches 
of the creek found that nitrogen and phos-
phorus levels were very low. That’s a good 
sign of water quality there.”

Earlier this year the county expanded the 
two existing Rural Legacy areas, known 
as North Calvert and Calvert Creeks. The 
approval came after an April 19 joint pub-
lic hearing with the planning commission.

Bowen said that expansion created a con-
nectivity with the Fishing Creek watershed 
that the state requires for approval.

During that public hearing, Rural Planner 
II Jennifer David explained: “The Rural 
Legacy Program is a State of Maryland land 
preservation easement program overseen 
by the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and administered by the 
counties. It:

• Provides funding to preserve large, 
continuous tracts of land to enhance 
natural resource, agricultural, forestry 
and environmental protection; 

• Supports a sustainable land base for 
natural resource-dependent industries;

• Creates public-private partnerships 
between local land trusts and local 
government;

• Protects working landscapes critical 
to the environment and local econo-
mies; and

• Targets the most ecologically valuable 
properties impacting local waterways 
and the Chesapeake Bay

Admission into the program is purely 
voluntary on the part of the landowner, 
David explained.

Bowen said on Nov. 7, “Of all the major 
watersheds in Calvert, Fishing Creek is the 
only one that did not have a Rural Legacy 
area. And in the last decade, the Maryland 
Rural Legacy Program has been the most 
successful county tool in protecting lands. 
During his tenure, Governor Hogan fully 
funded the program in his eight years and 
that made a major difference. Owners of 
land in Rural Legacy areas had that tool that 
they can use. By the way, it doesn’t require 
county funds. That’s a major advantage.”

“Governor Hogan’s Wildlife Action Plan 
targeted the most significant land for con-
servation to achieve the goals for fisheries 
and wildlife habitat. If you look at Calvert 
County, almost all of it is in one of the pri-
mary heritage protection areas,” he said, 
and for Fishing Creek, “Almost all of it is 
in areas that are desirable for conservation 
based on the action plan.”

Rural Legacy areas in Southern Maryland 
are administered by Southern Maryland 
Resource, Conservation and Development 
and Bowen said they support adding Fishing 
Creek, as do the other legacy areas.

Following Bowen’s presentation, 
Commissioner President Buddy Hance 
ordered county staff to work with Bowen 
to achieve the Rural Legacy designation for 
the Fishing Creek watershed.

Hance said two of the largest undevel-
oped tracts of land in Calvert were in that 
watershed and deserve to be protected.

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Hershey’s “BEST”
Hand-Dipped Ice Cream

12 Taste Tempting Flavors
Half Gallons - 30 Flavors!

Pints • Ice Cream Cakes

MON-FRI 6 AM - 8 PM • SAT-SUN 7 AM - 9 PM

Bowen's Grocery

4300 Hunting Creek Rd • Huntingtown, Maryland
follow us on facebook410-535-1304 410-257-2222

EXCHANGEABLE PROPANE TANKS

USDA Choice Beef 

“Our Own” Freshly Ground Chuck 
Steaks • Pork Chops • Fresh Chicken

Family Owned & Operated Since 1929
The Charm and Quality of the Past with the Convenience and Variety of Today

FULL LINE OF GROCERIES, MEAT, PRODUCE

Amish Baked Goods 
Delivered Weekly

Berger  & Otterbein's 
Specialty Cookies

WINE • COLD BEER

Large Variety

Frozen Crab Cakes 
From Dalys Seafood

LOCAL HONEY

Hot Lunch Specials 
Available Monday - Friday

Fresh Rolls      
Hot Soups

Sandwiches
And Subs

Hot & Cold

Chicken 
Salad

Homemade
Desserts

Full Service Meat Department
Custom Orders Welcome

Fresh MD Crab Meat
Lump • Jumbo Lump

Tree STump removal

Free Estimate • 410-474-2377

Call for Stump 
Removal to 
Prevent Regrowth 
and Restore 
a Smooth 
Landscape
Commercial and
Residential

LOCALLY OWNED

County Prepares for State Transportation Visit
Next Section of Routes 2/4 Still Top Priority
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

When the Calvert County Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) meets with 
representatives of the Maryland Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) on Nov. 14 for 
their annual visit to the county, three major 
projects on this year’s wish list will still be 
there for Fiscal Year 2024.

Planner III Jessica Gaetano, in a Nov. 7 
briefing to the commissioners, said, “The 
Consolidated Transportation Plan (CTP) is 
Maryland’s six-year capital budget for trans-
portation projects. In developing the CTP 
and establishing funding levels, the MDOT 
must consider state and local economic 
growth, transportation revenue fluctuations 
and various funding source allocations. This 
year’s CTP, over the six years, covers more 
than $43 billion in Maryland’s transporta-
tion system through MDOT’s operating and 
capital projects. However, this draft CTP 
has a funding gap of more than $2 billion. 
The reasons cited for the loss in revenue 
include negative impacts from COVID-19, 
the increasing fuel efficiency of vehicles and 
the growing fleet of electric vehicles. The 
rising cost of transportation projects due to 
labor shortages, supply chain disruptions 
and inflation are also contributing factors. 
The overall recurring theme of the MDOTs 

FY2024-2029 CTP, 2024 State Report on 
Transportation is, ‘No One Left Behind.’ In 
this year’s draft CTP, no new funding was 
allocated to Calvert County’s priority proj-
ects. The previously awarded funding for 
the transit transfer station feasibility study, 
two bus replacements, dispatch software, 
Department of Public Works fuel depot and 
safety improvements along the MD 231 cor-
ridor remain in place.”

The county’s major priorities (more than 
$5 million) are:

1. MD 2/4 Widening Phase 3A and 3B: 
Preliminary engineering and right-of-
way acquisitions

2. Thomas Johnson Bridge: Planning 
and design

3. Transit Transfer Station: Site 
development

No monies were allocated for the first 

two projects in the current fiscal year. The 
county hopes for the next phase of funding 
for the bus transfer station.

The first priority is about a mile-long 
segment of the next phase of the Routes 
2/4 widening from Fox Round Boulevard 
to Stokely Road. Commissioner President 
Buddy Hance noted at the Nov. 7 staff brief-
ing that the state is now estimating the cost 
for that project to be $40 million. The bridge 
and associated road improvements (see sep-
arate story) is estimated at $1 billion.

Of the Prince Frederick widening cost 
estimate, Hance said, “So like three times 
as much as they initially had planned,” add-
ing, “They did ask us to break down the 
projects into smaller phases. So that was 
what we did.”

Minor projects, those of less than $5 mil-
lion estimated cost, on the county’s list to 

be presented to the state, are:
1. Level of Service Intersection Studies 

– MD 2/4: 
• MD 4 at Ward Rd.
• MD 2/4 Split
• MD 2/4 at Cox Rd.
• MD 2/4 at Stoakley Rd.
• MD 2/4 at Dares Beach Rd
• MD 2/4 at Sixes Rd.
• MD 2/4 at Calvert Beach Rd.

2. MD 258 and MD 4 intersection shoul-
der improvements

3. MD 765 sidewalk extension between 
Old Field Rd and Calvert Towne Rd

4. Crosswalk installation at MD 2/4 and 
Sherry Lane

5. Lusby Town Center Streetscape
The state previously approved funding for 

three intersection improvements along Royte 
231. Jason Leavitt, a Department of Public 
Works representative, said, “So the previous 
safety improvements along Maryland 231 
are just getting there and do remain funded 
and moving forward. We meet with SHA 
(State Highway Administration) quarterly 
and I believe that there is a kickoff meeting 
for construction on one of them.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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www.BrightviewSeniorLiving.com

Schedule your personal visit today.

L E T  YO U R  

 BrightBright  LIFE SHINE

Just north of Calvert County, Brightview’s award-winning  
communities in Crofton and Edgewater are making life bright for 
Maryland seniors. We invite you to visit one or both of our comfortable 
communities, get to know our teams, and discover how Brightview’s 
personalized services, support, and enriching lifestyle can make life 
brighter for you and your family too. 

410.956.7310  
8 Lee Airpark Drive in Edgewater

Assisted Living | Dementia Care

443.494.6901  
1301 Clarity Drive 
Independent Living  

Assisted Living | Dementia Care    

WITH PREMIER SENIOR LIVING CLOSE TO HOME

 WE HAVE IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY

Is It Toll or No Toll for TJ Bridge?
Commissioners: Public Says No Tolls
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

After seven public meetings (four in 
Calvert, three in St. Mary’s) the proposal 
for a private toll bridge to replace the Gov. 
Thomas Johnson Bridge was met with a 
tepid response form the Calvert County 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
in a meeting with principals of the company 
prosing the idea.

The BOCC did not give United Bridge 
Partners President/CEO Doug Witt a defi-
nite “No!” Instead, Commissioner President 
Buddy Hance left a slight opening in the 
door by saying the idea would be discussed 
with representatives of the Maryland 
Department of Transportation when they 
visit reh county on Nov. 14 for their annual 
briefing to the commissioners.

But Hance noted the commissioners 
haven’t received one positive comment on 
the idea of a toll bridge. He said, “What 
concerns people is there are private roads 
in Virginia around the Beltway and on the 
express lanes out to Dulles. And people have 
seen on the news the horror stories about 
those tolls and what they were told they 
were going to be and then what they ended 
up being were two different things. And I 
think people are very concerned that you say 
that you we’re hoping to keep the toll at $2 
or $3, but you don’t know that. And once we 
start down this path, once that train leaves 

the station, that train ain’t got no brakes. 
And we’re going to end up with a bridge 
that’s going to cost whatever, and the toll is 
going to be whatever.”

Commissioner Vice President Mike Hart 
said even after the recent accident that 
closed the bridge and snarled traffic on the 
Benedict Bridge, the customers at his Lusby 
liquor store still were dead set against toll 
and he said he agreed with them, that the 
state and federal governments should pay 
for a new bridge.

Witt said they wouldn’t get into it if 
they were forced to charge tolls that were 
unsustainable.

He admitted there were major challenges, 
but his company is still committed to work-
ing them out. He said, “We know that there 
are headwinds. We kind of knew that. And 
we came in here and said we’ll invest the 
time to go ahead and do this and give it 
a try and see if there was a path forward 
that made sense on both sides, that doesn’t 
overly tie us up. We made a commitment, 
said we really want to try and help out the 
community. And there might be some ways 
to do it. But this is not easy. And it would 
require some things that are probably out-
side the box of standard practices in terms 
of the way things are done.”

The commissioners questioned the com-
pany’s lack of specificity on sone key points. 
Witt said the details would be hammered out 
during a 60-day due diligence period. Cost is 

one of those variables. He mentioned some-
thing in the $250 million to $300 million 
range. The state has estimated a $1 billion 
project cost, but that includes the needed 
road improvements from the bridge to Route 
235 in St. Mary’s County.

So, one of the major variables would be 
what the state would be willing to do for the 
work outside the bridge itself. 

Witt said, “Under the prior adminis-
tration, we had a conversation with the 
Maryland DOT director who said, if it res-
onates locally, we will support transferring 
the bridge to the local communities.” But 
he said that conversation didn’t include any 
state commitments to the roads and that he 
had not had any conversations with the 
Moore administration.

One factor impacting the bridge cost and 
thus what tolls had to be levied would be 
how much of the existing bridge could be 
salvaged. “We would validate that, because 
if there was a solution that actually was 
completely feasible, that allowed the exist-
ing piers to maintain them to be right there 
without having to go to the right, which has 
some right of way property,” he said.

Another consideration is whether it’s sim-
ply toll versus no toll as a solution for the 
bridge replacement. Hance noted, “If the 
state were to say, which I’m sure they’re 
not going to, that if we replace that bridge, 
we’re going charge you a toll too.”

The toll Bay and Gov. Harry Nice bridges 

are operated by the Maryland Transportation 
Authority, with monies to pay for them 
raised through revenue bonds.

Even though there appears to be near 
universal disdain for a toll bridge, there’s 
universal belief that a new bridge is needed. 
Witt reported of the 300 public meeting 
attendees, “I would say there was a resound-
ing message from the community that the 
bridge needed help unequivocally.”

Witt said he would wait to hear back 
from the commissioners and was ready to 
come back for another presentation if they 
requested it.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

United Bridge Partners President/CEO Doug Witt
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Day
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CalvertHealth celebrates Veterans Day
by honoring those who have served our

nation in times of war and peace. We
are thankful for the freedoms and

liberties we enjoy because of the men
and women who have bravely worn our

country’s uniform. 
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