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Fitrell had his own style when it came to community relations.

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer
Stuart Fitrell, retired Navy captain
and former commanding officer at
Patuxent River Naval Air Station from
1986 to 1989 has fond memories of
his time there.
Now a Hollywood resident, Fitrell
remembers a much different base.
“When I was here it was a flight
test place,” said Fitrell, a veteran of
three combat air tours during the
Vietnam War. “Now it’s mostly just
paper work.”
In his day, Fitrell remembered a
place where developing and testing
new aircraft for warfighters was the
sole priority; it would be almost a
Capt. Stuart Fitrell
decade before the base became part
of a larger acquisition community in Big Navy.

He had a club built on base for enlisted men, he said, and if gate
security stopped an incoming car full of ladies claiming they were on
their way to the club he gave them orders to let them through.
“I had a great time everywhere in St. Mary’s County,” Fitrell said.
Even with all the changes that have occurred at the base over the
years, Fitrell said it is still a facility of great importance.
“It’s essential,” he said. “It’s absolutely essential for national
defense.”
The testing and evaluation facilities here are second to none.
“We’ve got the laboratories that no one else has,” said Fitrell.
By the 1990s the mission and face of the base would change
drastically as base realignment and closure decisions (BRAC) would
bring in thousands of new employees and many new programs.
Capt. Elmer Standridge, base commander from 1995 to 1997,
formed a team on base to make the transition as smooth as possible.
The BRAC would change not only the base but St. Mary’s County as
well.

“There was very much a strong navy presence, we had a lot of
civilians but not what it’s like today,” Fitrell said. “I couldn’t have asked
for a better job. I could fly whatever I wanted, whenever I wanted.”

“Certainly it was challenging,” said Standridge, who now lives in
Tennessee. “It was a big time of transformation.”

Fitrell remembered flying an F-4 Phantom fighter jet over the
base and as he was coming in for a landing he could look over to his
commanding officer’s quarters and see his wife on the beach in a red
bikini.

“We went from being a test flight facility just down in Southern
Maryland to being a key element of the Navy’s acquisition system
for aircraft,” Standridge said. “The mood on base was positive… but
there were a lot of jitters about the impact it would have on the sedate
atmosphere of the past.”

“I thought, ‘Life is good,’” he said. “That’s all I ever wanted to do, fly
fast airplanes.”
With a strict focus on testing and evaluating aircraft ever in mind,
Fitrell said his top accomplishment while base commander was runway
maintenance.
“It was getting the runways fixed, all of them,” Fitrell said. “We used
them all the time.”
The way he got the funding to do that was unconventional and even
got him into trouble.
He talked to then Congressman Roy Dyson, who also served many
years here as state senator for District 29, and had him take a visit to
the base.
He drove down on the runway with Dyson, Fitrell said, showing
him all the rocks and asphalt that had broken off the aging runways;
foreign objects and debris (FOD) can destroy aircraft engines and
ground them.
Dyson collected those rocks and showed them to committee
members in Congress and was able to get the funding to the Navy,
Fitrell said.
He fully admits he went outside the chain of command and got
castigated by an admiral for his trouble, but he stayed in command.
“All the airfields are in competition for money,” Fitrell said. “I did
[buck the chain of command] and I got away with it.”

The base would never be the same.

The community had gotten used to the flights at the base,
Standridge said, but the sheer number of new people moving down
from Trenton, New Jersey and Warminster, PA. would bring many new
jobs and new capabilities to the base.
It also meant infrastructure would have to be expanded and new
homes constructed.
Standridge said the Navy and the county government were able to
meet the challenge.
He viewed it as the most significant challenge of his tenure at Pax
River NAS.
“I certainly enjoyed it,” he said of his time here. “You don’t really
have time off in that job but I dealt with a lot of people I respected
and thought highly of.”
Capt. Glen Ives, commander from 2006 to 2008, had to deal with
the challenges of the base being lumped in with many other facilities
under the CNIC or Commander Naval Installations Command.
It took Pax River NAS from being a unique command with a vital
mission to almost being just another Navy facility, Ives said.
“When we were just a NAVAIR command, everyone was on the same
sheet of music,” Ives said. “Now, we were fighting with everybody for
every dollar.
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Capt Glen Ives and the Blue Angels
“We had to keep the base running.”
The change of supervision added another layer of bureaucracy.
“That extra layer of bureaucracy did not really understand our mission,” Ives
said.
A transition team Ives dubbed “the Pax Professionals” was able to make the
transition as smooth as possible, he said, and he continued to administer all
aspects of base life.
“I thought it was the best job in the Navy,” Ives said. “It was the perfect
balance between lots of responsibility to lots of opportunities.”

/AVIANLLC

@AVIANLLC

On any given day he was overseeing the progress of programs to support
warfighters and then looking at how MWR (Moral, Welfare and Recreation)
made things better for base personnel.
On a more personal level, Ives was able to work with his wife Barbara Ives,
also a Navy captain, to help create an organization to support the families of
base personnel shipped out to the wars in Iraq and Afghaistan.
These individual augmentees, who brought special skills and technical
knowledge to the battlefield, often left behind family members who needed
help for a long period of time.

St. Mary’s

Nursing & Rehabilitation
Center

“That was one of my best memories,” Ives said. “Helping to start a program
to help those families.”
Heidi Fleming, the only female Navy
captain to command the base, said her best
memories of working on the base were
helping to ensure that all the many moving
parts of the base ran smoothly.

We salute Pax River
on its 75th Anniversary.

“There was not any one day that was the
same as another,” Fleming said. “Our sailors
and civilians were spread all over the base.”
Making sure all their efforts bore fruit, no
matter what the program or function was,
took constant effort.
“It was a team effort,” Fleming said. “I
enjoyed my time most interacting with tenant
commands and our community.”
Once again repairing the runways,
refurbishing the commander’s office and
getting better performance ratings on handling ordnance were all successes her
team was able to pull off during her command, Fleming said.
Capt. Heidi Fleming

“It was an honor and a privilege to serve there,” Fleming said. “It was all
about the people and the partnerships.”
guyleonard@countytimes.net

Thank you for
your service
to St. Mary’s
County and
to our Nation.
21585 Peabody Street
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301-475-8000
www.smnci.org
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NAS Paxuxent River
Commanders
CAPT. WILLIAM T. RASSIEUR		
CAPT. AARON P. STORRS			
CAPT. EDWARD A. HANNEGAN		
CAPT. AURELIUS B. VOSSELLER		
CAPT. THOMAS A. TURNER		
CAPT. CHARLES L. LEE			
CAPT. JESSE S. MCCLURE		
CAPT. THOMAS B. NEBLETT		
CAPT. THOMAS W. SOUTH		
CAPT. WILLIAM P. WOODS		
CAPT. JAMES E. VOSE JR.		
CAPT. ROLAND W. SCHUMANN JR.
CAPT. CHARLES L. LAMBING		
CAPT. VERNON P. O’NEIL			
CAPT. LEONARD G. GRANING JR.		
CAPT. WILLIAM CARRIER JR.		
CAPT. THOMAS J. KILCLINE		
CAPT. EDWARD V. LANEY JR.		
CAPT. CHARLES R. GILLESPIE JR.		
CAPT. VERIE W. KLEIN			
CAPT. THOMAS N. FLANARY II		
CAPT. ROBERT I. HEISNER JR.		
CAPT. JOHN M. WELCH			
CAPT. STUART J. FITRELL			
CAPT. DONALD A. WRIGHT III		
CAPT. ROGER D. HILL			
CAPT. ELMER L. STANRIDGE		
CAPT. PAUL E. ROBERTS			
CAPT. PATRICK J. HOVATTER		
CAPT. DANE C. SWANSON		
CAPT. ZACHARY A. HENRY		
CAPT. GLEN IVES			
CAPT. ANDREW T. MACYKO		
CAPT. STEPHEN A. SCHMEISER		
CAPT. TED MILLS			
CAPT. BENJAMIN A. SHEVCHUK		
CAPT. HEIDI A. FLEMING			
CAPT. SCOTT B. STARKEY			
CAPT. JASON G. HAMMOND		

APRIL 1, 1943 - JAN. 10, 1944
JAN. 11, 1944 - JUNE 15, 1945
JUNE 15, 1945 - JULY 12, 1946
JULY 12, 1946 - AUG. 11, 1948
AUG. 11, 1948 - JULY 27, 1950
JULY 27, 1950 - JULY 28, 1952
JULY 28, 1952 - JUNE 24, 1954
SEPT. 28, 1954 - JUNE 12, 1957
JUNE 12, 1957 - OCT. 23, 1958
OCT. 23, 1958 - JAN. 31, 1961
JAN. 31, 1961 - FEB. 8, 1963
FEB. 8, 1963 - JUNE 17, 1965
JUNE 17, 1965 - OCT. 28, 1966
OCT. 28, 1966 - OCT. 29, 1968
OCT. 29, 1968 - OCT. 28, 1970
OCT. 28, 1970 - JULY 10, 1972
AUG. 18, 1972 - MAY 1, 1974
MAY 1, 1974 - JUNE 18, 1976
JUNE 18, 1976 - JULY 28, 1978
JULY 28, 1978 - APRIL 18, 1980
APRIL 18, 1980 - MAY 28, 1982
MAY 28, 1982 - AUG. 20, 1984
AUG. 20, 1984 - JUNE 26, 1986
JUNE 26, 1986 - JUNE 28, 1989
JUNE 28, 1989 - JUNE 30, 1992
JUNE 30, 1992 - JAN. 18, 1995
JAN. 18, 1995 - AUG. 1, 1997
AUG. 1, 1997 - JULY 27, 2000
JULY 28, 2000 - AUG. 1, 2002
AUG. 1, 2002 - JULY 9, 2004
JULY 9, 2004 - JULY 20, 2006
JULY 20, 2006 - MAY 16, 2008
MAY 16 2008 - MARCH 19, 2010
MARCH 19, 2010 - NOV. 10, 2011
NOV. 10, 2011 - APRIL 4, 2013
APRIL 4, 2013 - SEPT. 18, 2014
SEPT. 18, 2014 - APRIL 14, 2016
APRIL 14, 2016 - AUG. 31, 2017
AUG. 31, 2017 - PRESENT

Patrick Gordon, Pax River NAS Public Affairs Officer
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Cedar Lane Senior Living Community
Wishes to Congratulate
Naval Air Station Patuxent River
on its 75th Anniversary!
CEDARMartin’s
LANE SENIOR
LIVINGService
COMMUNITY
Shuttle
22680 CEDAR LANE COURT • LEONARDTOWN, MD
Serving
Pax and all of Southern Maryland

MASS, INC.
MASS, INC.
240-587-5027 • WWW.CEDAR-LANE.ORG

20 years ofBWI
service
to•PAX
MD
• Reagan
Dulles&• Southern
Metro • Greyhound
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1998

ATTN: All Military, Dod and Contractors at PAX
New Business Class Rate of $75 to DCA and BWI

BWI • REAGAN • DULLES • METRO • MEDICAL APPTS

Door to Door at car rental prices!

Attention all Military,
Contractors
at PAX
ID Required.DoD,
Business&
Travel
Only during core hours
5A-9P
New 2-person business
class
rate
of $62 to DCA
BWI
WE ACCEPT
VISA,
MASTERCARD
AND &
AMX
DOOR TO DOOR, 7 DAYS A WEEK

ID REQUIRED. BUSINESS TRAVEL ONLY DURING CORE HOURS 5AM-9PM. 48 HOURS NOTICE PREFFERED.

Your “anywhere” shuttle to the DC/Balto Metro areas. Now serving Richmond.

1025544

Winkler
Door to door, 240-298-7592
7 Sharon
days
a week!
CP

Sharon Winkler 240-298-7592
• Reservations
301-373-4407
301-373-4407
Reservations
Email:
GOMASSINC@aol.com
Email GOMASSINC@aol.com

SERVING ST. MARY’S
COUNTY FOR OVER 75 YEARS
This year marks the 75th year of Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxent River;
a tribute to 75 years of community partnership with our Southern Maryland
neighbors. In honor of this momentous occasion, NAS Patuxent River will host
a 75th Anniversary Ceremony Friday, April 6, 2018 at 10 a.m. on NAS Patuxent
River’s Parade Field across from the Administration Building (Bldg. 409).
This is a free event, open to those with base access.
Since its dedication in 1943 during World War II through today, the naval air
station has grown to become a Center of Excellence for naval aviation and in
research, development, test, and evaluation (RDT&E). The success of the Naval
Air Station is fostered by the support of its surrounding communities.
This event will highlight the partnership Pax has with its neighbors and the
people who have made the NAS Patuxent River what it is today. Their support of
the men and women serving our nation, who are stationed aboard the NAS Pax
River, and who live in the Tri-County area is what makes NAS Patuxent River’s
success possible.
Patrick Gordon, Pax River NAS Public Affairs Officer
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Pax River’s role in the Navy’s aircraft test and evaluation
process was established early in its life. The history of
that role, including the history of the squadrons that have
accomplished that mission, has been detailed in a new
document penned by Bob Tourville, who is a volunteer
researcher for the Patuxent River Naval Air Museum.
The document entitled “NAS Patuxent River – A Brief
History of Its Operational and Test Squadrons” is expected
to be serialized in the near future in the museum’s newsletter,
which is also available by signing up online at http://
paxmuseum.com/ For more about the museum see a separate
story in this 75th Anniversary edition.
Tourville begins his history with information about several
operational squadrons, including Transport Squadrons
and TACAMO, Special Mission Squadrons, Operational
Airborne Early Warning (AEW) Squadrons, and Operational
Antisubmarine Warfare (ASW) Squadrons. We pick up
Tourville’s reporting in more detail with the sections on test
and evaluation.

Congratulations,
NAS Pax River
on your 75th year
anniversary
of service to
our community
and our nation.
The Town of
Leonardtown
and the
Leonardtown
Business
Association
salute you!

LBA

u

Leonardtown

Business Association
U.S. NAVY PHOTO

2018

In addition to the US Naval Test Pilot School, five
commissioned T&E squadrons are currently based at NAS Pax
River today: VXS-1, VX-1, VX-20, VX-23, and HX-21. Of these
groups, all but VXS-1 and VX-1 can trace their lineage directly
to the first test units to be based at Pax.
Pax River’s role as a T&E facility was established early. By
1939, the Navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics (BuAer) had realized
the obvious: Naval Air Station Anacostia’s ‘Flight Test Section’
and ‘Aircraft Experimental & Development Squadron’ had
simply outgrown their base and its increasingly crowded
airspace near the Nation’s Capital. In November 1941, after a
lengthy investigation, BuAer chose to host most of Anacostia’s
flight test group at a Southern MD site that would become
NAS Patuxent River. Shortly after the new NAS Patuxent River
was commissioned on 1 April 1943, the Anacostia test groups
were transferred to Pax, along with VR-1, a fleet air transport
squadron discussed earlier.
With that transfer, NAS Pax River became one of the
largest T&E sites to support Naval Aviation in World War II.
A large number of other Navy facilities also conducted flight
testing in support of the war effort, including sites devoted
to developing and testing anti-submarine warfare systems
(ASDEVLANT moved from Anacostia to NAS Quonset Pt,
RI), radar equipment (Special Project Unit ‘Cast’ in eastern
MA), aircraft carrier catapult and arresting gear systems (NAS
Norfolk, VA), and aviation weapons (NAF Dahlgren, VA and
NAF Inyokern, CA).
After having started as just one of a great many Naval
Aviation T&E sites, NAS Pax River somehow grew over the
decades to become pre-eminent. The central role that Pax
now plays in Naval Aviation development, acquisition, T&E,
and life-cycle support was solidified in 1997, with the move of
the Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) headquarters to
Pax. NAS Pax River became, and remains, the focal point for
the development and life cycle support of all Navy and Marine
Corps aircraft and associated systems, along with air-launched
weapons, cruise missiles, unmanned aerial vehicles, carrier
launch and arresting gear, training equipment, and other
related systems.
Under NAVAIR’s Naval Air Warfare Center (NAWC) construct,
all Developmental Test and Evaluation of Naval Aviation
products is managed from Pax River. (Operational Test and
Evaluation is managed by the Commander, Operational Test
and Evaluation Forces at NAS Norfolk, VA.) Today, Naval
Aviation’s T&E sites consist of only NAS Patuxent River and
three other locations that are managed by the NAWC at Pax
River: the land ranges of the Naval Air Weapons Station at
China Lake, CA, the sea ranges of Naval Base Ventura County
at Pt. Mugu, CA, and the Bob Tourville, author aircraft/ship
integration facility at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ.
Of course, none of this was even envisioned back in1944,
a year or so after NAS Pax River opened. At that time, five
functionally-aligned test units called the base home, in an
organizational structure that would remain largely unchanged
until 1960:
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Jesieryl Hartzer

Vested in You
New Millennium

Nancy Immel

Together We’re Better.

Barbara Blades

The Barbara Blades Team
m 240-925-1587
o 301-862-2169
d 301-737-5115
Lexington Park Office

23063 Three Notch Road
California, MD 20619
www.barbarablades.com
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In the beginning, leadership of these five Test Divisions was assigned to
the Commander of the Naval Air Station itself. But in June of 1945, the
test divisions were placed under the leadership of a newly-formed tenant
Command, the Naval Air Test Center (NATC). NATC was established as an
arm of the Bureau of Aeronautics (BuAer, later re-designated as NAVAIR),
which was then headquartered in Washington, DC.
Over its history, NATC shared NAS Patuxent River with several Fleet Tenant
commands, including the Fleet Logistics Air Wing (1949 - 1957), Heavy Attack
Wing One (1951 - 1955), and the Airborne Early Warning Wing, Atlantic
(1952 - 1965). Parts One through Four of this series discussed the operational
squadrons that were assigned to these Fleet Commands.
In the late 1940s and early 1950s, as Naval Aviation postured itself for the
jet age, the Cold War, and a nuclear arms race, NATC was realigned several
times. NATC’s first substantial change was to disestablish its Tactical Test
Division in 1953. Then, in 1960, the Electronic and Armament Test Divisions
were both dissolved to form a new ‘Weapons System Test Division’. From that
point in 1960 until 1975, NATC comprised only three test divisions (Flight Test
Division, Service Test Division, and Weapons Systems Test Division) which, as
before, remained functionally aligned.
Through its history, NATC had been organized along functional lines. In
practical terms, this meant that the process of fully testing a given aircraft was
divided between as many as five divisions. Even after the 1960 reorganization,
when test responsibilities were allocated to only three divisions, it remained
true that no single test group was ‘the’ subject matter expert for a given type
of aircraft.
This embedded flaw of NATC’s organizational structure became increasingly
unworkable as naval aircraft became more sophisticated. So, in 1975, NATC
dissolved its three Test Divisions and completely re-organized itself, this time
along aircraft platform lines. Three new Directorates were formed, with each
expected to become the subject matter experts for their assigned aircraft:

For Family, Friends or Business
Outstanding propery with superior service
Features Serene Settting
In Central Location
Fabulous Banquet Facility
Indoor Pool
Group Room Block Discounts
Free Hot Breakfast
Short Walk To Restaurants

45260 Abell House Lane • California, MD 20619 • 301-880-3851
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Carolina Safes
DISTRIBUTOR FOR
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LIBERTY

In-Home Delivery & Safe Moving Available
301-374-2333 • 800-841-9004
3265 Leonardtown Rd (Route 5) • Waldorf, MD
OPEN 10 - 4 DAILY • CLOSED SUNDAY
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Fifteen years after this realignment, Pax River’s T&E
community underwent another significant change. In
1992, the nearly 50-year old Naval Air Test Center was
disestablished, and all of Naval Aviation developmental
T&E activities were placed within a new organizational
structure called the Naval Air Warfare Center (NAWC).
Previously, NATC had managed only Patuxent River’s
T&E functions, with separate chains of command managing
the developmental testing that was being conducted
elsewhere; e.g., China Lake, CA, Lakehurst, NJ, etc. The
new NAWC would now centrally manage all of naval
aviation’s developmental testing, wherever that work was
done.
Pax River’s developmental T&E operations were assigned
to NAWC’s Aircraft Division (which included sites in
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Florida), and West Coast
developmental test operations were placed under NAWC’s
Weapons Division.
When created in 1992, the NAWC was headquartered
in Northern Virginia with its parent organization, the Naval
Air Systems Command (NAVAIR). But, in 1997, NAVAIR and
the NAWC were moved to NAS Pax River, placing Pax in
control of developmental T&E across the entirety of Naval
Aviation.

beyond expectations.
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Congratulations to Pax River
for 75 years & the workforce
of the past, present, & future!

Please vote the Primary Election June 26th!
Facebook: Tom Phelan for Sheriff 2018
www.tomphelanforsheriff.com
Paid for by: Friends of Phelan for Sheriff, Donna Phelan, Treasurer
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This is the developmental T&E structure at NAS Pax River today, although it
originated with the first test groups that migrated from NAS Anacostia back in
1943.
These squadrons support the development and acquisition of their assigned
aircraft and systems by performing developmental testing and evaluation in areas
that include flying qualities and performance, shipboard suitability, propulsion
systems, mission systems, ordnance, flight control systems, and reliability and
maintainability. The squadrons also provide Government Flight Representatives,
test monitoring, chase aircraft support, and facilities for contractor demonstration,
validation and development work involving tactical aircraft and associated
systems.
There’s much more to Pax River’s story as a test base than what we’ve discussed
so far, certainly more than we can discuss here. Suffice it to say that, over the last
few decades, Pax became the home for a number of T&E organizations beyond
those noted above. Some of these organizations remain here today, while others
have departed. Here are some of the more notable T&E-related groups that are
associated with NAS Pax River:

AAHA
accredited

Three Notch
Veterinary Hospital
Making pets healthy and happy every day!

Three Notch Veterinary Hospital
salutes the Naval Air Station at
Patuxent River on its 75th Anniversary.
Providing a full spectrum of
veterinary services including:
Acupuncture • Dentistry
Internal Medicine • Surgery
Ultrasound • Grooming
Two convenient locations:
Three Notch Veterinary Hospital
44215 Airport View Drive
Hollywood • 301-373-8633
Park Veterinary Clinic
21367 Great Mills Road
Lexington Park • 301-863-9222

www.ThreeNotch.com
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PATUXENT
NOW BUSINESS PARK
BE HERE

CONVENIENCE
Direct access to major transportation corridors,
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, Washington, D.C.
and two of Maryland’s largest energy facilities –
the Dominion Energy Cove Point Terminal and
Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant

Baltimore

Washington, D.C.

Patuxent
Business
Park
Naval Air Station
Patuxent River

OPPORTUNITY
60+ acres of shovel-ready industrial/office sites
with in-place infrastructure

ASSISTANCE
Aggressive economic development incentives,
flexible development plan and fast-track
permitting

The Calvert County Department of Economic Development
offers a wide variety of services in support of local business.
• On-site business visitation
program
• Business counseling
• Marketing assistance
• Incentive fund for qualified
expansions
• Financial assistance through
the Calvert Economic
Development Loan Fund
• Ombudsman program
• Training seminars
• Referral service to SBDC,
TEDCO and PTAP programs

• Annual Business
Appreciation Week
• Employment classifieds
• Free online business guides
• Calvert County Job Fair
• Searchable business
database
• Online commercial real
estate listings
• Workforce development
coordination
• Fast-track permitting
. . . and much more!

PatuxentBusinessPark.com
Calvert County Department of Economic Development • 205 Main St., Prince Frederick, MD 20678 • 410-535-4583 • eCalvert.com
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The County Times
extends our sincerest gratitude
to the Patuxent River
Naval Air Museum and
researcher Bob Tourville
for suppling the text and
pictures for this article.

INVEST IN YOURSELF

With a specialized degree from Florida Institute of Technology ...

» Master of Business Administration
» M.S. Flight Test Engineering
» M.S. Project Management
More concentrations available!

fit.edu/smhec

A MILITARY
FRIENDLY
UNIVERSITY

I had been putting off a master’s
degree, but my co-workers
proved that FIT had manageable
programs where students still had
time for themselves, and I decided
it was the right time for me.”

POST ★ 9/11

GI BILL

—Robert R., M.S. Acquisition & Contract Management

Serving Patuxent NAS and Southern Maryland since 1972

FIT Southern Maryland 301-737-2500 x218
smhec@fit.edu

44219 Airport Rd, Rm 159, California, MD 20619
Florida Institute of Technology is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate, baccalaureate, master’s, education specialist and doctoral degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866
Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Florida Institute of Technology. Florida Institute of Technology is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnic or national
origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, ancestry, disability, genetic information, military status, protected veteran status, or other non-merit reasons in admissions, scholarship and loan programs, educational programs, athletic
or other university sponsored programs or activities, and employment including employment of disabled veterans and veterans of the Vietnam Era, as required by applicable laws. Contact the Title IX Coordinator at 321-674-8700. Florida Institute of
Technology is certified to operate by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia. Florida Institute of Technology is approved by the Maryland State Higher Education Commission and may be additionally approved by Maryland State Approval
Authority for payment of veterans education benefits.
OC-170-318
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By Dick Myers
Editor
Looking for a perfect way to absorb
Patuxent River Naval Air Station’s 75-year
history? Look no farther than just ouside the
base’s Gate 1, where the new Patuxent River
Naval Air Museum (PRNAM) sits proudly with
a flightline of 22 aircraft just outside its doors.
The museum has been open in its new
quarters along Route 235 for about 18
months. It’s in front of the building that had
previously housed the museum, and which is
now being renovated for collections and other
uses.
The museum is new in more than just the
building. According to the museum’s website,
“It is no longer an official U.S. Navy museum
following federal budget restructuring. The
Museum is now a private, non-profit (501C(3))
organization working in conjunction with St
Mary’s County. With the recently completed
construction of a multi-million dollar capital

project that transformed the Museum, it is
now displaying the potential to become a
premier cultural institution and economic
driver for the county.“
The museum, however, is not new. It is
celebrating its 40th anniversary this year,
paralleling the base’s landmark 75th birthday.
Exhibits inside the museum trace the base’s
timeline from before construction began, to
the commissioning ceremony on April 1, 1943
to the present day.
So how is the museum different? According
to their website: “When compared to other
aviation-focused museums, PRNAM is unique
in terms of its collections and mission.
Whereas most aviation museums focus on
operational aircraft and exhibits, PRNAM
focuses on the research, development, test
and evaluation environment. Ideas and
concepts that were developed and introduced
to the Fleet form the basis of its interpretive
program. PRNAM also displays concepts
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that never made it to the Fleet that makes
the museum’s collection all the more unique.
Artifacts and simulators, films and books
spanning the history of Naval Aviation topped
off with a display of 22 one-of-a-kind aircraft.”
The museum features an extensive
collection of flight test and naval artifacts
ranging from ejection seats and weapons to
unmanned aerial vehicles and full-size aircraft.
The following aircraft are on display:
• McDonnell Douglas NA-4M Skyhawk
• North American RA-5C Vigilante
• Grumman NA-6E Intruder
• LTV NA-7A Corsair II
• McDonnell Douglas F-4J Phantom II
• Douglas NF-6A(F4D) Skyray
• Grumman F9F-8B Cougar
• Grumman F-14A Tomcat
• McDonnell Douglas NF/A-18A Hornet

2018
• Grumman E-2B Hawkeye

between any one of several types of airplanes;
such as an F-14 Tomcat, an F/A-18 Hornet, an
A-10 Warthog, a P-51 Mustang, or how about
a larger airplane like a C-130 Hercules, plus
many more. The flight simulators utilize
stationary cockpits, but the aircraft can fly
in the same airspace so if you come with a
buddy, you both can fly at the same time
or even go against each other as you both
make arcs and loops in the sky. Do you want
to launch and land on an aircraft carrier?
You can do that, too. These simulators are
extremely popular among children and adults
of all ages.”

• Grumman EA-6B Prowler
• Northrop T-38
• Bell AH-1J Seacobra
• Bell TH-1L Iroquois
• Kaman SH-2G Seasprite
• Sikorsky CH-53A Sea Stallion
• Grumman S-2D (S2F-3) Tracker
• Lockheed S-3B Viking
• Beechcraft T-34B Turbo Mentor
• North American T-39D Sabreliner

The Flightline Gift Shop, just inside the
museum entrance is particularly popular for

• Boeing X-32B JSF STOVL
Demonstrator

visitors. It offers a wide variety of gifts and
souvenirs with museum, NAS Pax River, Navy
and Southern Maryland themes. And. did
you know the profit from every purchase
directly supports the Patuxent River Naval Air
Museum Association?
The museum is at 22156 Three Notch Road,
Lexington Pak, MD 20653. Museum hours
are Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday,
noon to 5 p.m. The flight simulators are in
operation Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and at
other times by appointment.
Contact the museum at 301-863-1900 or go
to their website at http://paxmuseum.com
dickmyers@countytimes.net

• Lockheed Martin X-35C JSF Carrier
Demonstrator
The flight simulators are perhaps the
museum’s most popular feature, because
it gives a real feel for what it’s like in
the cockpit. According to the museum,
“Currently, two simulators are operating at
the Patuxent River Naval Air Museum. They
offer the museum customer an opportunity to
experience flight in real F-14 cockpits as you
take control of the airplane that you select.
You see, once in the cockpit you can choose
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Naval Air Station

Patuxent River

St Mary’s County Department of Economic Development salutes Naval Air Station
Patuxent River as a continuing center of excellence for naval aviation and as our
region’s main economic and technological driver. As a leader in innovation, NAS Pax
River continues to serve as a catalyst for leading edge research and advancements
in aviation, aerospace, unmanned systems and advanced manufacturing industries,
and supports the excellent quality of life found in St Mary’s County.

Keeping
Southern Maryland
and Our nation
Strong for 75 years.

To contact our offices, visit
www.stmarysmd.com/ded
or call 301.475.4200, x1400.
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