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LOCAL    6 
Lynch, Fipps face off for Register of Wills

Calvert’s fair opens this weekend

WEEKLY FORECAST

Provided by www.accuweather.com

“The majority of the taxpayers are paying 
for it, but the majority of the taxpayers 
aren’t benefiting from it.”

Commissioner Kelly McConkey on the TDR program
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By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

Two veteran Calvert County Sheriff’s 
Office (CCSO) deputies are vying in the 
general election to replace retiring Sher-
iff Mike Evans.

Democrat Vaughn “Jay” Johnson, 
who was unopposed in the primary, is a 
Calvert native and Calvert High School 
graduate.  His law enforcement career 
includes six years at the FBI, two-and-
a-half years at the St. Mary’s County 
Detention Center and 22 plus years with 
CCSO. He is currently a School Re-
source Officer.

Ricky Cox, who had three opponents 
in the Republican primary, is also a 
Calvert native and Calvert High gradu-
ate. He became a Marine and served 
two tours of duty in Iraq. He became a 
deputy in 2004 after being honorably 
discharged.

The two candidates faced each other 
on Sept. 21 at a League of Women Voters 
candidate’s forum in Prince Frederick. 
Questions were submitted from the au-
dience and read by the moderators. The 
following is a sampling edited for clarity. 

Q: What certifications or creden-
tials will the sheriff’s department ob-
tain when you become sheriff?

Cox: Throughout my whole career, 
I’ve dedicated my life to service. First 
serving in the United States Marine 
Corps where I’ve learned leadership. 
I’ve learned dedication and I’ve learned 
troop welfare. I plan to bring those 
traits to the sheriff’s office just like I’ve 

done my entire career. I’ve been at the 
sheriff’s office, coming up on 20 years. 
When I got to the sheriff’s office, I want-
ed to be a commander and I think it was 
very important to get my education. I 
took night classes while coaching, while 
being a dad, while running a patrol shift 
to get my education at the University of 
Maryland. It was a lot of hard work. I’ve 
had a lot of high-level command schools 
that I’ve been through -- the FBI and the 
United States Marine Corps. And I think 
that’s prepared me well for analyzing 
budgets, which I can bring as this next 
sheriff and also just my leadership capa-
bilities, leading and commanding every 
bureau in this agency, to include CIB 
investigations and patrol. I plan to bring 
that to the sheriff’s office.

Johnson: I would like to bring back 
CALEA to the sheriff’s office. We lost 
that a while ago, and just improve on our 
leadership. I didn’t go to the military, no 
disrespect for anybody that went to the 
military. I come from a strong military 
family, but I’ve been in the community 
pretty much all of my life. So, I like to 
bring my leadership qualities to the sher-
iff’s office, people skills, being able to 
inspire the community that we are here. 
I also want to improve on the commu-
nication with the sheriff’s office, so that 
when our deputies are out on patrol and 
mingling with the people of Calvert 
County, they can communicate a little 
bit better, that we are able to listen a little 
bit better. We’re able to not just go out 
and be so aggressive. So, I’d like to train 
that we are a little bit less aggressive and 

use our people skills a 
little bit more so that 
when we go out in the 
communities, we are 
able to communicate 
and be seen as not as 
forceful. Right now, I 
think sometimes we 
are a little more force-
ful than we need to be. 

Q: What are your 
two top priorities 
for the Sheriff’s 
department?

Johnson: To continue to be transpar-
ent and to work on that. I think we’ve 
been hit with a couple things here lately 
that have the sheriff’s office in a nega-
tive light. So, we want to continue to 
be transparent, continue to be positive 
and continue to be out there doing the 
service part. But I think sometimes we 
forget the service part of the community. 
So, I want to focus on the service part 
of the community and being extremely 
transparent.

Cox: The first thing I want to do is 
analyze every job, in that I’ve worked in 
every bureau, but I haven’t really gone 
through the budget like I would like to, 
to see where we’re missing, or we could 
have money to where we can allocate in 
different spots. And I think I’m a very 
efficient person. If it’s not efficient, I 
think we should change it. And that’s 
me, just looking at every job, every title, 
every position there and make sure we’re 
efficient and we can be effective when 
we’re efficient. Secondly, what I want to 
do is make patrol a priority. The deputies 
that are coming to your house, they’re 
the first arriving there, they’re the ones 
that respond to your concerns and I want 
to take care of them, and I want to build 
them up because they are the ones that 
are protecting us on the streets. Also, 
our schools, that’s my main priority 
too, protecting our schools. I would like 
a deputy in every school as soon as we 
can. And I we’ve already put a proposal 
together. I have to get the approval from 
the commissioners.

Q: How will you enhance diversity 
inclusion and equity in the sheriff’s 
work and workforce?

Johnson: By just recruiting a little bit 
better. We have the explorer’s program, 
and we have different programs now that 
we offer through the sheriff’s office. But 
I think if we start a mentoring program 
where we get to the elementary schools, 
we get into middle schools and we get 
out and start really interacting with the 
kids at an early age. Then we can get 
them to the sheriff’s office before they 
get this bad taste of what they think po-
lice are. You can recruit from the schools 
and from the community. If you get out 
and just show a different side, a person-
able side of the police, that’s the biggest 
way we can recruit. Get out more than 
just the churches, the community, the 
schools, the neighborhood, the youth 
basketball and football games. We’re 
just losing people that don’t want to ap-
ply and we just need to get out there and 
find them.

Cox: From my last promotion to lieu-
tenant, I was in charge of hiring. I was 
tasked by the sheriff to find some diver-
sity to the sheriff’s office and which I 
did. I reached out to different schools out 
there. I attended job fairs and I brought 
back two African American males that 

just passed the academy. One didn’t 
make it because he had a different job. 
Two females and we hired one. One 
fellow born and raised here in Calvert 
County. And I think that’s brought a lot 
of diversity and I think it worked what 
our plan was. I plan on bringing that 
plan back as the sheriff. Let’s be honest 
with you, recruiting right now is very 
tough across the board. I go to a lot of 
meetings, seminars for law enforcement 
and we’re going to have to do some in-
novative things to really get the young 
generation to get out here and want to do 
this job. And I just talk to all the high 
school classes and what I want to do is 
implement a youth advisory council and 
really get into the schools and speak 
to them and what they’re seeing, what 
they’re hearing out there. And I I’ll tell 
you what, we have a lot of good people 
that live here which we can cultivate to 
make our next deputies.

Q: What inspires you to serve in this 
position?

Cox: I’ve wanted to do this since I 
was in high school. I wrote it in my year-
book. I graduated from Calvert High 
School right across the street. It inspired 
me when I started the criminal justice 
program. Keith Hicks was my DARE 
teacher. He’s the reason why I wear the 
uniform today. I always wanted to be a 
United States Marine. I told myself that 
and I graduated bootcamp with a merito-
rious promotion. I led Marines in com-
bat in Iraq twice. I was going to make a 
career out of the military, but I wanted 
to be a dad. So, police was a second to 
being a Marine. So, it would inspire me. 
I want to still be the sheriff. So, I’ve set 
goals for myself. I wanted to be a com-
mander. I wanted to get my education. I 
got that with my GI Bill and here we are. 
It’s all coming true. I won the primary. I 
want to thank everybody that voted for 
me that got me to this point.

Johnson: Unlike Ricky, being the 
sheriff of Calvert County wasn’t some-
thing I put down for my high school. Me 
being a deputy of Calvert County, on the 
other hand, was my dream job. So, I’m 
living my dream job right now. But as I 
did this career, I enjoy serving this com-
munity. I’ve done it so long and I just 
enjoy it. And coaching and mentoring 
as many kids as I’ve had through the 30 
some years that I’ve been doing it. The 
kids always say, Officer Jay, or Coach 
Jay, most police aren’t like you. And that 
just pulled at me that maybe it was time 
for me to get off the couch and be the 
next sheriff of Calvert County so that ev-
eryone wouldn’t be like me, but maybe I 
could help give some of my traits to the 
younger deputies.

 dickmyers@countytimes.net

Cox, Johnson Challenge for Sheriff

Vaughn “Jay” Johnson Ricky Cox

Hershey’s “BEST”
Hand-Dipped Ice Cream

12 Taste Tempting Flavors
Half Gallons - 30 Flavors!

Pints • Ice Cream Cakes

MON-FRI 6 AM - 8 PM • SAT-SUN 7 AM - 9 PM

Bowen's Grocery

4300 Hunting Creek Rd • Huntingtown, Maryland
follow us on facebook410-535-1304 410-257-2222

EXCHANGEABLE PROPANE TANKS

USDA Choice Beef 

“Our Own” Freshly Ground Chuck 
Steaks • Pork Chops • Fresh Chicken

Family Owned & Operated Since 1929
The Charm and Quality of the Past with the Convenience and Variety of Today

FULL LINE OF GROCERIES, MEAT, PRODUCE

Amish Baked Goods 
Delivered Weekly

Berger  & Otterbein's 
Specialty Cookies

WINE • COLD BEER

Large Variety

Frozen Crab Cakes 
From Dalys Seafood

LOCAL HONEY

Hot Lunch Specials 
Available Monday - Friday

Fresh Rolls      
Hot Soups

Sandwiches
And Subs

Hot & Cold

Chicken 
Salad

Homemade
Desserts

Full Service Meat Department
Custom Orders Welcome

Fresh MD Crab Meat
Lump • Jumbo Lump
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By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

The Calvert County Board 
of County commission-
ers (BOCC) has approved a 
price increase for the transfer 
of development rights (TDR) 
Purchase and Retire (PAR) 
program and the new TDR 
Reserve. The price has been 
increased from $4,500 per 
acre (or one TDR) to $5,000.

Under the PAR program, 
rights purchased by the 
county are removed from 
development elsewhere. Un-
der the reserve, the county 
would sell the rights to a de-
veloper to increase their den-
sity in growth areas.

Landowners in the TDR 
program can still negotiate 
the sale price of their TDRs 
directly with the developer.

Rural Planner Jennifer Da-
vid explained at the Sept. 20 
BOCC meeting, “The BOCC 
established the PAR Fund in 1992 to 
purchase, retire and permanently re-
move Transferable Development Rights 
(TDRs) from the development rights 
market, thereby protecting additional 
farmland acres from development. The 
BOCC also in 2021 directed staff to es-
tablish a TDR bank pilot program that 
moving forward will be called the ‘TDR 
Reserve. This is a county managed pro-
gram that will facilitate TDR sales be-
tween farmers and developers and act 
as a revolving fund. There is $1,843,386 
in the budget available for PAR Fund 
purchases and $921,675 available for the 
TDR Reserve for FY23. The PAR fund-
ing includes a small portion of the agri-
cultural transfer taxes which are funds 
dedicated for agricultural preservation 
totaling approximately $10,000. The 
remaining PAR funds come from prior 
year Land Preservation Fund balances 
of approximately $873,000 and contri-
butions from the County’s General Fund 
of $960,386.”

David noted, “The Agricultural Pres-
ervation Advisory Board (APAB) rec-
ommends a purchase price of $5,000 per 
TDR for the FY 2023 PAR cycle and the 
TDR Reserve. The APAB assessed TDR 
values when establishing their recom-
mended price. There is a need to fairly 
compensate participants for the value of 
the land they have protected while also 
seeking to reach as many applicants as 
possible.”

David noted thar several direct trans-
actions had occurred between landown-
ers and developers since the fiscal year 
began on July 1 that were for prices 
more than $5,000 per TDR.

Earlier in the meeting the commis-
sioners held a public hearing on a bud-
get adjustment that allowed transfer of 
leftover PAR monies to the new fiscal 
year. The new reserve program had not 

gotten un-
derway before the start of the fiscal year, 
so those monies were also transferred. 
Director of Planning and Zoning Mary 
Beth Cook said the new program was 
going well.

But during the budget transfer dis-
cussion, Commissioner Kelly McCo-
nkey expressed doubt about the TDR 
program. He said, “The majority of the 
taxpayers are paying for it, but the ma-
jority of the taxpayers aren’t benefiting 
from it.:”

But Commissioner Chris Gadway dis-
agreed. He said, “I personally believe all 
the taxpayers of the county benefit from 
this.”

Gadway said the benefit becomes ap-
parent when they don’t need to pat for 
new schools or aren’t sitting in traffic.

Commissioner Mike Hart added, “Or 
watch the changing colors of the trees” 
that aren’t cut down by development.

During the hearing, Joseph Cormier 
said the monies in the TDR program 
could be used for other needed county 
projects.

“I’m still struggling with this whole 
TDR situation,” he said.

During the budget discussion Com-
missioner President Buddy Hance re-
cused himself but did not explain why. 
Later, during the price change discus-
sion he also recused himself but did ex-
plain that as a farmer he is in the TDR 
program but has no plans to sell them.

McConkey also recused himself from 
the price discussion, saying he owned 
a farm. Both votes were otherwise 
unanimous

David explained that the total ad-
justed approved budget for FY23 for the 
PAR and reserve funds is $2,804,675. 
Applications for landowners to tap into 
the PAR fund will be open soon, accord-
ing to Cook.
dickmyers@countytines.net

Price Increased for Development 
Rights Transfer Programs

Commissioner President Buddy Hance

Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center

5 minutes North of Hollywood
10 minutes South of Charlotte Hall

41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick 
Garden Center
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, 

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Hours:   
Mon.-Sat. 9-6,  

Sun. 9-5

WentworthNursery.com

FALL DECORATING HEADQUARTERS

TO YOUR OWN BACKYARD
E S C A P E
PROFESS IONAL DES IGN

NOW SCHEDULING FALL LAWN SEEDING & LANDSCAPING
WentworthNursery.com/landscape-consultation

8” ORNAMENTAL CABBAGE & KALE
BUY 10 OR MORE SAVE $1 OFF PER POT

ORNAMENTAL PEPPERS. ALL SIZES 

8” & 9” FALL GARDEN MUMS 
BUY 10 OR MORE SAVE $1 OFF PER POT

AsterAster SedumSedum

RudbeckiaRudbeckiaHeucheraHeuchera

ConeflowerConeflower

AnemoneAnemone

PLANT HARDY PERENNIALS & COLOR SHRUBS
Add PERMANENT Fall Color to Your Yard 

“ They’ll Come Back Year After Year”

NEW VARIETIES ARRIVING EVERY DAY
To Schedule an  

Appointment Call: 
301-373-9245
800-451-1427

Financing 
is Available
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Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults, 
Cremation Services and Pre-Need Planning

Family Owned and Operated by 
Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross

Where Life and Heritage are Celebrated

During a difficult 
time… still your best choice.

Owings
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane

410-257-6181

Port Republic
4405 Broomes Island Rd.

410-586-0520

Lusby
20 American Lane
410-326-9400

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com

SERVICE 
Taylor Gas Company offers full service installation and repair for a 
breadth of propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY 
The customer is our top priority here at Taylor Gas. We provide 24 hour 
emergency service and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland area.

EXPERIENCE 
Combining extensive training with 68 years of on-the-job experience, 
you can be sure that you’ll be getting the best service available.

Sell it  - Buy it  
at 

Tri County Livestock Auction
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month – Auction begins at 4 PM

Located Off MD Rt. 6 West – Charlotte Hall, MD 

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm
330011..990044..33440022

Online Auction for the Estate of Jimmy Banagan
(Expected to be online for viewing/bidding early-mid October).

Fall Harvest Auction
SSAATT..  OOCCTT..  88,,  22002211  -- 44  PPMM

Westfield Farm Arena
26689 Laurel Grove Rd.

Mechanicsville, MD
MUMS – PUMPKINS – FALL PRODUCE – LOCALLY-RAISED, 

USDA MEATS – APPLES – LOCAL, HANDCRAFTED 
OUTDOOR FURNITURE – QUILTS – CRAFTS & MORE

Offering locally-raised, USDA Beef, Pork and Lamb from animals purchased 
from 4-H Livestock Auctions at Charles & St. Mary’s County Fairs and 

processed at the Sudlersville Meat Locker USDA Facility.    We will offer a 
variety of frozen meat packages such as: Steaks, Roasts, Hamburger, Pork

Chops, Sausage, Scrapple, Ham Steaks, and various cuts of Lamb. 
Special Mention: We have several locally-handcrafted items with proceeds 
to support the Leonardtown Volunteer Rescue Squad Auxiliary. Items include

“St. Mary’s County Maryland” Bench, Reclaimed Furniture/Crafts & More

Due to predicted rainfall and possible 
flooding conditions resulting from Hurri-
cane Ian, sand and sandbags are available 
for Calvert County residents who need 
them to protect property. Sandbags are 
available at the following locations:

Appeal Convenience Center (200 
Sweetwater Road, Lusby)

Monday through Saturday, 6 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Barstow Convenience Center (350 
Stafford Road, Barstow)

Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; Sunday, noon to 7 p.m.

Mt. Hope Convenience Center (96 
Pushaw Station Road, Sunderland)

Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

County staff will be available to assist. 
Sandbags are limited to 20 per person.

It is important to stay informed about 
potential severe weather through official 
channels, as information may change 
rapidly. Stay tuned to local radio and TV 
stations for official weather information, 
alerts and warnings; follow instructions 
and advice given by emergency officials.

Find information on Calvert County 
Government services online at www.
CalvertCountyMd.gov. Stay up to date 
with Calvert County Government on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/Cal-
vertCountyMd and YouTube at www.
youtube.com/CalvertCountyGov.

Sandbags Available to Help Residents Protect Property
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Margaret Phipps began serving as 
Calvert County Register of Wills on 
September 1, 1977, having served as 
deputy before that. The Democrat is 
seeking her 12th term in the general 
election.

Probate lawyer Mark Lynch, a Re-
publican, is making his third attempt to 
unseat her.

Both participated in the League of 
Women Voter’s candidate’s forum Sept. 
21 in Prince Frederick. They answered 
questions submitted by the audience 
and read by the moderators. The fol-
lowing is a sampling of them with their 
answers edited for clarity.

Q: What do you think needs to 
be done to update the process of 
probate?

Phipps: The process of probate is 
already established. We have an auto-
mated system. We scan everything that 
comes in. It’s on the computer. It’s on 
the website that you have access to it. 
And we’re working even further now 
that we will have a website, which will 
be even greater and allow us to even do 
more. So, we’re working all the time to 
try to make the system better.

Lynch: I think probably the critical 
need is to mirror the Register of Will’s 
office to modern society. I’ve always 
been a proponent of electronic probate, 
essentially being able to open the office 
virtually 24 hours a day, so that filings 
can be made any time of the day or 
night from any location, from any com-
puter. My opponent 15 years ago sup-
ported the paperless electronic filing 
system. That was 15 years ago when it 
was on the cusp of electronic filing in 
the circuit court, we had the technology 
available to us. We’ve had it available 
to us for a number of years. It’s a ques-
tion of when we should proceed to elec-
tronic probate.

Q: What will you do to get the 
younger generation, to put their af-
fairs in order now versus later?

Lynch: We live in a society of You-
Tube, Twitter, Facebook. Whether you 
like it or don’t like it, the younger gen-
eration does get its news from Face-
book and social media. I’d like to pro-
pose that we modernize the office by 
having a governmental Facebook page. 
Secretary of State of Maryland has 
one; it has 1,400 subscribers. I’d like to 
post on that website, Meet the Register 
Zoom meeting, to advance to everyone 
information about estate planning and 
the urgency of the young to plan for 
the future and estate planning is one of 
those elements that the young need to 
plan for.

Phipps: We have already in place 
where I go out and speak to groups all 
the time. I meet with organizations to 

try to get people to make wills, to 
plan and whatnot. You know, a lot 
can be automated with the Register 
Will’s office, but we are not dealing 
with paying electricity bills, utility 
bills, we’re dealing with people’s 
lives. So, it needs a personal touch. 
We can have a lot of electronics, but 
we need that personal touch as well.

Q: What are the top two priori-
ties for you as Register of Wills?

Phipps: My top priority is to treat 
the people right, to be there for them 
to help them. When they’re going 
through one of the most traumatic 
times in their lives, the loss of a 
child, a parent, a spouse, it’s just 
not dealing with paper. It’s dealing 
with the human beings and that’s my 
first priority. Then the next one is to 
do it right, to guide them in the right 
direction and help them get this accom-
plished. We work hard to have people 
come in. Most of our estates are “pro 
se” without an attorney and we are 
there to assist them.

Lynch: I think my number one prior-
ity, it was the reason I became a lawyer, 
my father was a judge for many years in 
estates and trust, which I’ve specialized 
in for the last 40 years of my practice, 
is a special way of touching people’s 
lives. I’ve gotten calls in the middle of 
the night now that my father has passed 
away. It’s really too early to do any 
legal work for those people, but they 
just want to talk. And I go through the 
process with them. But the thing that I 
urge them the most is, and this is some-
thing I would address in the outreach 
program, is number one, complete the 
grieving process. That’s the most im-
portant thing; the legal work takes care 
of its own. The second aspect of it is 
the educational aspect. We do have 75 
percent of our estates are pro se, which 
is uniquely reserved for electronic 
probate, which is my priority. Num-
ber two, there’s no lawyer involved in 
those. Why? Because it’s such a small 
proceeding. It’s all driven by forms that 
could be filed electronically. They typi-
cally don’t even go to the Register of 
Will’s office to file the small forms.

Q: How will you build a working 
relationship with the community?

Phipps: To the best of my knowledge, 
I have a good working relationship 
with the community. For many years, 
I have been there to serve you and to 
help you through this process. Until 
you lose someone in your family, that’s 
very close to you, you really don’t have 
a clue about how this operation works. 
You are suffering. You don’t know what 
to do, where to turn, and you go to the 
Register of Wills. I sit and talk a long 
time with a lot of people, spend many 
hours on the telephone, helping people 
through this and through the commu-
nity, as well as reaching out to the or-
ganizations and speaking to them dur-

ing the pandemic. I did videos for 
a lot of these organizations so that the 
people could understand and assist, and 
I could assist them.

Lynch: Some of you don’t know me.  
I’ve lived in county for 22 years with 
my beautiful bride, Janice who’s here 
tonight. Part of my outreach program 
when COVID hit and affected all of 
American society. One of the things 
that happened was courthouse closures 
and a lot of the state offices. Had we had 
a governmental Facebook page, (I’m) a 
big proponent of putting videos on the 

governmental page directly. What’s go-
ing to happen during COVID? What’s 
going to happen during court closures? 
What can we do to reach out to you? 
And because the Register of Wills is 
a completely service organization, the 
obligation of a public servant is to open 
the level of service and match the tech-
nology that’s already available to in-
crease the level of service 24 hours a 
day. And I think that’s critical for the 
future.

 dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Calvert County Fair
Celebrating 135 Years 

Thanks to the Calvert County Fair Board and all the 
volunteers that make the County Fair so special.
- Senator Jack Bailey

Re-Elect Jack Bailey District 29 State Senator
Paid for by friends of Jack Bailey, John “Jay” Raley Treasurer

Phipps Seeks 12th Register of Wills Term
Lynch Challenges for Third Time

Mark Lynch Margaret Phipps
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CALVERT COUNTY SHERIFF'S CRIME BLOTTER
During the week of September 12, 2022 – September 18, 2022, deputies of the Calvert County Sheriff’s Office responded to 1,769 calls for service throughout the community

Burglary: 22-53382
On September 15, 2022, Cpl. Bort-

chevsky received a report of a burglary 
that had already occurred. The complain-
ant advised an unknown suspect (s) stole 
one Toro battery handheld leaf blower, 
one Toro battery charger, and two Toro 
batteries from a garage in the 600 block 
of Hawk Hill Drive in Prince Frederick. 
The estimated value of the stolen property 
is $481.00.

Property Destruction: 22-54189
On September 18, 2022, DFC Ostazeski 

responded to the area of Independence 
Drive in Port Republic, for the report of 
damaged property. Investigation revealed 
that multiple mailboxes in the area had 
been damaged by a hatchet, axe, or simi-
lar item and the mailbox posts had been 
knocked over. The estimated value of 
the damaged property is unknown at this 
time.

Damaged Property: 22-53630

On September 16, 2022, Cpl. Jacobs 
responded to the 5200 block of Cutter 
Court in Prince Frederick, for the report 
of property destruction. The complainant 
advised sometime between 1:30 p.m. on 

Sept. 14 and 9:30 a.m. on Sept. 16, a newly 
painted vehicle parked outside the busi-
ness had been shot with a BB gun. The 
estimated value of the damaged property 
is $250.00.

Damaged Property: 22-53077
On September 14, 2022, DFC Ander-

son responded to the 12600 block of San 
Angelo Court in Lusby, for the report of 
damaged property. The complainant an 
unknown suspect (s) tampered with the 
trunk latch, deflated a tire, cracked a tail-
light, and ripped the Odyssey emblem off 
the vehicle. The estimated value of the 
damaged property is $950.00.

Damaged Property: 22-54211
On September 18, 2022, Deputy New-

ton responded to the 8200 block of Fair-
field Drive in Owings, for the report of 
damaged property. The complainant ad-
vised the back-sliding glass door to the 
residence had been shattered. There was 
no additional damage, and nothing ap-
pears to be missing. The estimated value 
of the damaged property is $200.00.

Theft: 22-52845
On September 13, 2022, Deputy Shoe-

maker responded to the 400 block of Ger-
man Chapel Road in Prince Frederick, for 
the report of a theft. The complainant ad-

vised a 26” Huffy women’s beach cruiser, 
peach and blue in color with Hawaiian 
style flowers on it, was stolen from the 
front yard of the residence. The estimated 
value of the stolen property is $100.00.

Theft: 22-53289
On September 14, 2022, Deputy Aley 

responded to Applebees Bar and Grill lo-
cated at 555 N. Solomons Island Road in 
Prince Frederick, for the report of a theft. 
The complainant advised an unknown 
suspect stole the victim’s purse and its 
contents sometime between 10:30 p.m. 
and 11 p.m. The estimated value of the 
stolen property is $410.00.

Theft: 22-52874 
 
On September 13, 2022, Deputy Novick 
responded to the 11500 block of Toma-
hawk Trail in Lusby, for the report of a 
theft. The complainant advised three 9ft 
kayaks had been stolen from the property. 
The total value of the stolen property is 
$600.00.

ARRESTS

On September 18, 2022, DFC Idol re-
sponded to the 6100 block of 6th Street in 
Chesapeake Beach, for a medical emer-
gency. Deputies arrived on the scene to 
find a male subject laying on the front 
porch and a female identified as Dorthy 
Elizabeth Pulanco, 28 of no fixed ad-
dress, lying face down in the driveway. As 
deputies began attending to Pulanco, she 

became very agitated and disorderly and 
physically assaulted a deputy on scene. 
Pulanco was asked to vacate the area so 
the male subject could be evaluated, but 
refused to do so and continued to curse at 
first responders. Pulanco was taken into 
custody and transported to the Calvert 

County Detention Center where she was 
charged with Disorderly Conduct, Failure 
to Obey a Lawful Order, and Obstructing 
and Hindering an Arrest.

On September 15, 2022, Deputy Mc-
Court responded to the Safeway located at 
80 W. Dares Beach Road in Prince Fred-
erick, for the report of a theft that had al-
ready occurred. The complainant advised 
a male entered the store, stuffed multiple 
food items into his backpack, and fled the 
scene. DFC Callison located the male sus-
pect matching the description in the area 
of the Mcdonald’s in Prince Frederick. 
The suspect Kory Dwight Jackson, 25 of 
Upper Marlboro, was found possessing a 
backpack with the stolen merchandise (4 

packs of sausage, 2 snow crab leg clus-
ters, 2 cans of canned crab meat). During 
a search of the backpack, a clear glass 
tube with a burnt end was found. Jackson 
was placed into custody and transported 
to the Calvert County Detention Center 
for the theft and possession of the crack 
pipe. A search of Jackson’s person during 
booking revealed a baggie containing a 
white powdery substance (suspected Fen-
tanyl) and burnt copper fibers. Jackson 
was charged with Theft: Less than $100, 
CDS: Possession-Not Cannabis, CDS: 
Possession of Controlled Paraphernalia, 
Possession of Contraband in a Place of 
Confinement, Possessing or Receiving 
CDS While Confined, and Obstructing 
and Hindering an Arrest.

Editor’s Note: The above arrests are not 
an indication of guilt or innocence as the 
cases have not been adjudicated.

St. Mary’s County

ANNUAL BANQUET: OCT 15

Ducks Unlimited

Dinner Tickets 
Individual: $80 | Couple: $150
Sponsor: $320 each, $380 per couple
Table Sponsor: (8 admission tickets, reserved table) - $800
Table Ad Sponsor: (1/4 page ad in program, 8 admission tickets, reserved table) - $950

Consider a sponsorship or donation:
Art Underwriting: $50 per sculpture/decoy, $100 per painting/art
Ad in Program: price varies depending on ad size
We welcome all donations of merchandise or services for raffles or auctions

For more Info/Tickets: facebook.com/stmarysdu
Questions or to donate, call 240-538-4208 
Email: smcdutreasurer@gmail.com, smcduchairman@gmail.com 

cocktails | dinner | raffle prizes | silent and live auction
Doors open 5 p.m. | Hollywood Firehouse Social Hall
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To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior 

to our Thursday publication.

www.somd.comYour Online Community for Charles, 
Calvert, and St. Mary’s Counties

Stop by & see what Southern Maryland 
Online has to offer! Stay abreast of 

community happenings, speak your 
mind, & make new friends in the forums, 

or buy & sell in the most popular 
classified market in the area.

Thursday, September 29
Little Minnows 

Calvert Marine Museum, 10:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
This program focuses on one of the museum’s three 

themes. Preschoolers ages 3 – 5, with an adult, are 
invited to join us for story time and a craft you can 
do on-site or take home, available while supplies last. 
Sessions are 25-40 minutes. Sign up at the Admissions 
Desk when you arrive. This month’s theme is Squirrels!

Calvert Chamber’s Candidates Forum

Prince Frederick VFD, 450 Solomons Island Road S, 
Prince Frederick, 6:30 p.m.

The Calvert Chamber’s Business Advisory Com-
mittee invites the business community and concerned 
citizens to the 2022 Candidates Forum hosted by the 
Prince Frederick Volunteer Fire Department.

Take this opportunity to hear from the candidates 
seeking your vote in the upcoming election on No-
vember 8th. The event is FREE to attend, OPEN to the 
PUBLIC and registration is not required. For more in-
formation contact the Chamber office at 410-535-2577.

Saturday, October 1
Parkers Creek Challenge Triathlon with a Twist

American Chestnut Land Trust’s South Side Trail-
head, 1985 Scientists Cliffs Road, Port Republic, 7:30 
a.m.

Are you ready to take the CHALLENGE? ACLT’s 
triathlon with a twist starts with a round trip nine-mile 
bike ride from the ACLT’s South Side trailhead on Sci-
entists Cliffs Road in Port Republic, MD to St. Leon-
ard Elementary School and back; running two miles to 
the Chesapeake Bay along Scientists Cliffs Road and 
through the Warrior’s Rest sanctuary; paddling a three-
mile round trip on the Bay and pristine Parkers Creek; 
and making the return two-mile run to the South Side 
trailhead. For full details and to register, visit: www.
acltweb.org/index.php/2022-parkers-creek-challenge/

Calverton Touch-a-Truck Event

The Calverton School, 10 a.m.
Trucks from all over will be in attendance and event 

goers will get the chance to have firsthand experience 
learning about all diverse kinds of trucks. Patrons will 
be able to talk with equipment operators, touch heavy-
duty equipment and learn what the trucks are capable 
of.

Thursday, October 6
Sea Squirts: Otters

Calvert Marine Museum; sessions at 10:15 a.m. & 
11:15 a.m.

Children 18 months to 3 years, with an adult, are in-
vited to discover the museum together through music, 
stories, and special activities. Join us for story time and 
a takeaway craft, available while supplies last. Ses-
sions are 20 - 40 minutes. Free with museum admis-
sion. Sign up at the Admissions Desk when you arrive. 
This month’s theme is Otters! 

ONGOING
Wm. B. Tennison Public Cruise

Calvert Marine Museum, Wednesday through Fri-
day, the month of October - 2 p.m.

Saturdays and Sundays, the month of October, 2 and 
3:10 p.m.

Relax and enjoy a leisurely one-hour river cruise 
aboard the Wm. B Tennison, a log-built bugeye. Ca-
pacity allows for 40 guests. If there is inclement weath-
er, you will be notified by the crew prior to the cruise. 
Cost: $7 for adults and $4 for children 5-12 years. Chil-
dren under 5 ride free when accompanied by a pay-
ing adult. There will be no cruises on Saturday, Octo-
ber 15 due to other events. For more information and 
to register, visit: www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/
Wm-B-Tennison-Cruises

UPCOMING
8th Annual Craft and Vendor Show

Huntingtown United Methodist Church, Saturday, 

October 15, 9:30a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Come celebrate and support our local talent. And get 

an early start on
our Holiday shopping!

Household Hazardous Waste Collection

Appeal Landfill, 401 Sweetwater Road, Lusby, Oc-
tober 8, 8 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Calvert County Department of Public Works, Solid 
Waste Division, will host a free household hazardous 
waste collection event for county residents. rain or 
shine.

Hazardous household products are common in many 
homes and must be disposed of carefully in order to 
prevent dangerous chemical reactions, ignition, burns, 
vapors and ground water contamination that can oc-
cur when included with regular household waste. A 
substance is considered hazardous if it ignites easily, 
reacts or explodes when mixed with other substances, 
is corrosive or toxic. To determine if a substance is 
hazardous, check product labels for words or symbols 
that indicate caution, warning, danger, poison or toxic. 

Acceptable hazardous waste items include auto and 
floor care products, medications, pesticides, gasoline, 
fertilizers, ammunition and more. Latex paints will not 
be accepted at this event. 

There is no limit per resident and proof of residency 
is required. Businesses are prohibited from this event. 
For a full listing of accepted hazardous waste materials 
or for more information on household hazardous waste 
collection events, call the Calvert County Solid Waste 
Division at 410-326-0210 or visit calvertcountymd.
gov/hazardouswaste. 

Linden Quilt Show

70 Church Street, Prince Frederick, Saturday, Octo-
ber 8, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m and Sunday, October 9, 12 noon 
to 5 p.m.

Calvert County Historical Society together with the 
Calvert County Quilt Guild will present a quilt show 
with over 40 quilts on display.  CCQG Quilts and Bou-
tique items will be for sale in Linden’s Gift Shop.  $5 
suggested donation at the door. www.calverthistory.
org
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HANDYMAN SERVICE
BY TOM

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
301-884-6177 • 240-464-3978

• Bathroom
• Painting
• Kitchens
• Carpentry

• Drywall Repairs
• Basement Finishing
• Ceramic Tiles
• All Types of Repairs

Serving all of Southern Maryland
MHIC 16265

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Call Don for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
• Any Size Stump
• Easy Backyard Access
• Veteran Owned Business
• Self- Propelled Equipment
• No Vehicles on Your Lawn
• Uprooted Stumps

LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS
SERVING ST. MARY'S COUNTY & CALVERT COUNTY

%

ON NEWSSTANDS EVERY THURSDAY & ONLINE AT COUNTYTIMES.NET County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated. 
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage power washing service, using a soft 
wash to remove deeply embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand 
running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving 

services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power 
Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & 

Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, 
Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

Right of BuRial
SoutheRn MeMoRial gaRdenS

dunkiRk, Md

2 gRave SiteS + 2 vaultS + 2 caSketS 
with inteRnMent fee’S $10,700. 

 contact doReen | 702.275.2507c.

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 
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The St. Mary’s County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for 
the residents of St. Mary’s County. The St. Mary’s County Times will be available on news-
stands every Thursday. The paper is published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, 
which is responsible for the form, content, and policies of the newspaper. The St. Mary’s 
County Times does not espouse any political belief or endorse any product or service in its 
news coverage. 

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include the 
writer’s full name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be delivered by 
4 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication to ensure placement for that week. 
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L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Struck firmly
 6. Shirt part
12. Nevertheless
16. Article
17. Adornment
18. Educator’s helper
19. Healthcare pro
20. Atomic number 28
21. Extinct flightless bird
22. Mystic syllable
23. College sports 
decision maker (abbr.)
24. Edible mushrooms
26. Venerable English 
monk
28. Surrounded by
30. Forming fractional 
numbers from 4 
onwards
31. Eastern France river
32. Short cry or yelp
34. Brew
35. Ornamental box
37. In a way, surfaced
39. Attired
40. Peculation
41. Netted
43. It shows you paid 
(abbr.)
44. Payroll firm
45. Antidiuretic 
hormone
47. Japanese classical 

theater
48. The first two
50. Ancient burial chamber
52. Type of card
54. Expression of sorrow or 
pity
56. Hectoliter
57. Morning
59. NYC subway dweller
60. Law enforcement
61. Sodium
62. Elevated subway
63. Facility where wild 
animals are kept
66. Integrated circuit
67. Seaman’s tool
70. Drink to
71. Small group

CLUES DOWN
1. Poem
 2. Everest is one (abbr.)
 3. Olympic legend Jesse
 4. Portable tent
 5. When you hope to get 
there
 6. Unwavering
 7. Back muscle
 8. Within
 9. Excessive fluid 
accumulation in tissues
10. Six
11. Involved as a necessary 
part

12. 2002 Liotta, Patric film
13. Living thing
14. Type of gin
15. Moved around in pursuit 
of fun
25. Makes light bulbs
26. Story of one’s life
27. Small island in a river
29. A type of bliss
31. Genus of large herons
33. A way to make dry
36. One’s grandmother
38. Vocal style
39. Pronunciation mark
41. American Indian chief or 
leader
42. Insecticide
43. Go bad
46. Capital of Zimbabwe
47. Polish river
49. Cast out
51. People of India and Sri 
Lanka
53. Cleaning fabrics
54. Very skilled
55. Pouches
58. Restaurant must-have
60. Native Americans from 
Arizona
64. Remaining after all 
deductions
65. Fleece
68. Dorm official
69. It cools your home

Fun & Games
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THINGS TO DO DURING FALL IN ST. MARY’S COUNTY
ST. MARY’S COUNTY IS CHOCK FULL OF GREAT, UNIQUE EVENTS 

THROUGHOUT THE FALL. YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THEM!

OCTOBER

1 - 2
ST. CLEMENT’S 

ISLAND MUSEUM

FEATURING FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT, 
LOCAL FOOD, ART AND CRAFT 
VENDORS, WATERMAN OF THE 

YEAR AWARD, PARADE, BLESSING 
CEREMONY, EVENING CONCERT 

AND FIREWORKS, FREE BOAT RIDES, 
AND ACTIVITIES ON THE ISLAND 
INCLUDING LIGHTHOUSE TOURS. 

BLESSING OF THE FLEET
FACEBOOK.COM/BLESSINGOFTHEFLEETSOMD

OCTOBER
15 - 16

ST. MARY’S 
COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS

 U.S. NATIONAL OYSTER SHUCKING 
CHAMPIONSHIP

NATIONAL OYSTER COOK-OFF

OYSTERS SERVED UP RAW • SCALDED • 
STEWED• ON THE HALF SHELL • AND 

VARIOUS RECIPES 

LOTS OF FOOD & SEAFOOD, TONS OF 
VENDORS, BANDS & MUSIC GALORE, 

MORE FUN FOR ALL!
U.S. OYSTER FESTIVAL

WWW.USOYSTERFEST.COM

56TH ANNUAL

U.S. OYSTER U.S. OYSTER 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

B

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE MUSEUMS VISIT MUSEUMS.STMARYSMD.COM

DRAYDEN AFRICAN AMERICAN 
SCHOOLHOUSE
18287 CHERRYFIELD ROAD 
DRAYDEN, MD 20630
301-994-1471
OPEN BY APPOINTMENT OR SELECT DAYS
FACEBOOK.COM/DRAYDENSCHOOL

ST. CLEMENT’S ISLAND MUSEUM
38370 POINT BREEZE ROAD 
COLTON’S POINT, MD 20626
301-769-2222 
OPEN DAILY, 10AM – 5PM
FACEBOOK.COM/SCIMUSEUM

THE OLD JAIL MUSEUM &  
LEONARDTOWN VISITOR CENTER
41625 COURTHOUSE DRIVE
LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650 
240-925-3427 
OPEN DAILY, 10AM – 5PM
FACEBOOK.COM/THEOLDJAILMUSEUM

AUTUMN IS THE PERFECT TIME TO 
VISIT ST. MARY’S COUNTY MUSEUMS

PINEY POINT LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM
44720 LIGHTHOUSE ROAD
PINEY POINT, MD 20674
301-994-1471 
OPEN DAILY, 10AM – 5PM
FACEBOOK.COM/1836LIGHT
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Stay safe 
around 
power lines
As we slide into fall, many 
people are finishing projects 
around the house and 
yard in preparation for the 
coming winter months. It’s 
important to stay safe and 
be aware of overhead 
power lines. Look up.
• Never climb power poles  

or transmission towers.
• Never climb trees near  

power lines.
• Keep equipment away 

from overhead lines when 
carrying ladders, pool 
skimmers, and pruning tools.

• If you are doing work close  
to power lines—such as 
trimming trees, working 
on your roof, or doing 
exterior renovations—
keep yourself, your ladder 
and anything you are 
handling a safe distance 
from the power line.

• Contact SMECO to 
disconnect power 
if you are doing 
work that requires 
close contact with 
overhead lines 
attached to  
your home. 

• Use a licensed electrician  
for all electrical work.

• Plant trees away from  
power lines.

Download our free mobile app or use our texting 
service to report an outage or pay your bill. 
www.smeco.coop/SMECO247

In addition to 
overhead lines, 

SMECO has many 
underground electric 
lines. Call Miss Utility 

at 811 before you dig.
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PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT CAMP MARIA RETREAT CENTER IN SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE

10th Annual
Camp Maria Oyster Scald

In Honor of Lifelong Volunteer Sarah Kane

Sunday October 9, 2022
12:00 Noon

Food, Beverages and Entertainment
Rain or Shine

Camp Maria Retreat Center
Leonardtown, Maryland

41290 Camp Maria Rd. Leonardtown MD

Music by Mount 

and Ride Band.
FREE ADMISSION

Saturday, October 15
8th Annual Craft and Vendor Show

Huntingtown United Methodist Church, , 9:30a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Come celebrate and support our local talent. And get an early start on
our Holiday shopping!

Village Days Foodways: Foraging
Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, 10515 Mackall Road
Saint Leonard, MD 20685; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
A free drop-in workshop to learn about foraging food. All ages welcome, un-

der 16 must be accompanied by an adult. First-time visitors please go to https://
jefpat.maryland.gov/Documents/visit-park/jppm-trail-map.pdf to view trails 
map for parking and location of Woodland Indian Village. 

Bugeye Ball
Calvert Marine Museum, Saturday, October 15, 7 -11 p.m. Join us for a glam-

orous evening at the 2022 Bugeye Ball, celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the 
Calvert Marine Museum. Enjoy delicious cuisine from Ken’s Creative Kitchen 
and live music and dancing with friends, all while supporting the museum’s 
next 50 years. Proceeds from this year’s ball will help “Deck the Dee!” - a proj-
ect to completely replace the deck of CMM’s iconic skipjack and primary edu-
cation vessel, the Dee of St. Mary’s. Cost: $200 per ticket. For more information 
contact Lisa Howard or visit www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/Bugeye-Ball 

Sunday, October 16, 2022
Dee of St. Mary’s Public Sail

Calvert Marine Museum, 14200 Solomons Island Road S
Solomons, MD 20688; 2:30- 4:30 p.m.; 
Cost: $35 for ages 13 and up; $15 for children ages 5-12, Children under 5 are 

not permitted.

Enjoy a two-hour public sail on the historic Dee of St. Mary’s, experiencing 
the Patuxent River! Guests will have the opportunity to help raise and lower 
the sail as well. In the event of inclement weather, you will be notified by the 
crew prior to the cruise. 

Saturday, October 22
Halloween in the Garden

Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center, 13480 Dowell Road
Solomons, MD 20688; 10 a.m.  - 4 p.m., Free for members; $5/person for non-

members; age 2 & under free
Dress up the whole family for a fun Halloween festival!  More than 50 local 

businesses and organizations will be here handing out treats for the kids, plus 
there will be fun and games, a DJ dance party, food trucks, and more!  With 
timed-entry tickets and activities spread out across the park, there will be lots 
of room for everyone.  THIS IS A MASK-ON EVENT; masks are required for 
all guests over the age of 2. 

Dee of St. Mary’s Public Sail
Calvert Marine Museum, 14200 Solomons Island Road S
Solomons, MD 20688; 2:30- 4:30 p.m.; 
Cost: $35 for ages 13 and up; $15 for children ages 5-12, Children under 5 are 

not permitted.
Enjoy a two-hour public sail on the historic Dee of St. Mary’s, experiencing 

the Patuxent River! Guests will have the opportunity to help raise and lower 
the sail as well. In the event of inclement weather, you will be notified by the 
crew prior to the cruise. 

Saturday, October 29
Halloween Family Fun Night

Kellam’s Field, 3825 Gordon Stinnett Avenue, Chesapeake Beach, MD 
20732; 5- 8:30 p.m., FREE

Halloween fun for the entire family! Enjoy Trick or Treating on the field from 
5-6:30 p.m. with live music (Kenney Holmes) from 5:30-6:30 p.m. followed by 
a Halloween movie (Hotel Transylvania) on the field starting at 6:30 p.m.

The Legend of Creepy Hollow Dinner & Show
Huntingtown Volunteer Fire Department, 4030 Old Town Road, Hunting-

town, MD 20639, 5:30-10 p.m.; Cost: $55/person; Table of 6 reserve for $325, 
Table of 8 reserve for $430

Enjoy dinner and a Halloween mystery show! Doors open at 5:30 pm with 
appetizers being served until 6:30 pm. Enjoy dinner at 6:45 pm  provided by 
Three Brothers of Prince Frederick. Come in costume (not mandatory) and 
enter the contest for prizes. Cash bar available. Suggested age is 16+. Cost is 
$55 per person or you can reserve a table of 6 for $325 or a table of 8 for $430.  
Show production by Do or Die Production of Southern Maryland. 

To purchase tickets: Visit www.hvfd6.org and click the “Support” tab and 
then choose “Events”.

Halloween Boo Thru
St. Leonard Volunteer Fire Department, 200 Calvert Beach Road, St. Leon-

ard, MD 20685; 7- 10 p.m.
Enjoy movies on the pavilion stage and trunk-or-treating in the field. If you 

are interested in reserving a trunk-or-treat spot, please send an email to secre-
tary@slvfd.org. 

The Park at Dark: Spooktacular
Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, 10515 Mackall Road,
Saint Leonard, MD 20685; 7- 8:30 p.m., Cost: Fee: $10 per group of 5. Friends 

of JPPM get a 20 percent discount.
Enjoy an evening of spooky local tall tales and historical stories along a 

lantern-lit walk of the park.  Pre-registration on Eventbrite mandatory.

Sunday, October, 30
Dee of St. Mary’s Public Sail

Calvert Marine Museum, 14200 Solomons Island Road S
Solomons, MD 20688; 2:30- 4:30 p.m.; 
Cost: $35 for ages 13 and up; $15 for children ages 5-12, Children under 5 

are not permitted.
Enjoy a two-hour public sail on the historic Dee of St. Mary’s, experiencing 

the Patuxent River! Guests will have the opportunity to help raise and lower 
the sail as well. In the event of inclement weather, you will be notified by the 
crew prior to the cruise.
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Saturday, October 1
Parkers Creek Challenge Triathlon with a Twist

American Chestnut Land Trust’s South Side Trailhead, 1985 Scientists Cliffs 
Road, Port Republic, 7:30 a.m.

Are you ready to take the CHALLENGE? ACLT’s triathlon with a twist 
starts with a round trip nine-mile bike ride from the ACLT’s South Side trail-
head on Scientists Cliffs Road in Port Republic, MD to St. Leonard Elementary 
School and back; running two miles to the Chesapeake Bay along Scientists 
Cliffs Road and through the Warrior’s Rest sanctuary; paddling a three-mile 
round trip on the Bay and pristine Parkers Creek; and making the return two-
mile run to the South Side trailhead. For full details and to register, visit: www.
acltweb.org/index.php/2022-parkers-creek-challenge/

Saturday, October 8
Lower Marlboro Freedom Day

Lower Marlboro United Methodist Church, 6519 Lower Marlboro Lane, Ow-
ings, and Lower Marlboro Hall, 3911 Lower Marlboro Road, Owings, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

A celebration to commemorate the freedom of those who escaped enslave-
ment with the help of the British during the War of 1812.

Festivities include a walking tour, speakers, entertainment, fishing, food and 
exhibits. Join ranger staff from Maryland State Parks for free fishing at the 
pier. Fishing licenses will be required for individuals over the age of 16. For 
more information, contact Natural Resources Division Chief Karyn Molines at 
410-535-5327 or email Karyn.Molines@calvertcountymd.gov.

Lower Marlboro Freedom Day is sponsored by residents of Lower Marlboro; 
Calvert Nature Society; Calvert County Parks & Recreation Natural Resources 
Division; Calvert County Planning & Zoning; All Saints Episcopal Church; 

C A LV E RT  FA L L  C A L E N D E R
Calvert County Chapter of the NAACP; Calvert County Historical Society; 
Calvert Library; Calvert County Historic District Commission; Maryland 
State Archives; Maryland Commission on African American History and 
Culture; Mt. Harmony – Lower Marlboro United Methodist Church; Jefferson 
Patterson Park & Museum; Maryland Archaeological Conservation Labora-
tory; and Maryland Department of Natural Resources.

Linden Quilt Show
70 Church Street, Prince Frederick, , 10 a.m. to 5 p.m and Sunday, October 

9, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Calvert County Historical Society together with the Calvert County Quilt 

Guild will present a quilt show with over 40 quilts on display.  CCQG Quilts 
and Boutique items will be for sale in Linden’s Gift Shop.  $5 suggested dona-
tion at the door. www.calverthistory.orG

Patuxent River Appreciation Day
Calvert Marine Museum, Saturday, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Patuxent River Appreciation Day (PRAD) is an annual celebration of the 

Patuxent River. Join us for lots of music, food, makers of home spun goods, 
a petting zoo, boat rides, toy boat building, displays and activities celebrating 
the river! Cost: free. For more information contact Melissa McCormick or 
visit: http://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/PRAD

Historical Cooking Workshop
Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, 10515 Mackall Road
Saint Leonard, MD 20685; 
1-4 p.m.
This workshop will be using traditional cooking techniques to recreate reci-

pes from the 18th and 19th centuries, using fresh, seasonal ingredients. Ap-
propriate for ages 13 and up. Cost:

Fee $25, Friends of JPPM get a 20% discount.
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• I have the legal knowledge, technical expertise and experience (44 years) to assist and guide you.
• The majority of our estates are prose (without an attorney). We meet with families and help 
them during one of the most traumatic times in their lives, the loss of a loved one.
• As Chair of the Maryland Registers of Wills Association Automation Committee, under my 
leadership, all Maryland Registers have one of the most advanced systems in any state office, 
and has received National recognition. Before the end of 2022, our new web-based program 
will be in operation further enhancing our services.
• I am a member of the Probate/Fiduciary Subcommittee to the Maryland Court of Appeals 
Rules Committee, and a member of the Joint Committee with Estates and Trusts Section of 
Maryland State Bar.
• An advocate to keep people informed, I speak regularly to groups at the Library, Hospice, 
Senior Centers, Retirement communities, churches and other organizations.
• I am a member of Mt. Harmony Lower Marlboro United Methodist Church and serve on the 
Finance Committee.
• I love serving the people of Calvert County and I will continue to provide compassionate, 
professional, and courteous service with
confidentiality to ALL.

By authority: Martha W Grahame, Treasurer

NOV. 8

By Dick Myers
Staff Writer

As the Calvert County Fair officially opened on 
Wednesday, Sept. 28 for its 135th year, there was a new 
leader at the helm. Larry Titus is beginning his first 
year as president of the Fair Board of Directors, the 
volunteer organization that guides the fair’s activities.

Titus, however, has been on the board since 1989. 
The former state trooper and current safety director 
of the public schools said he joined after being reas-
signed  to the Prince Frederick barrack, “I felt that 
there was a place for me to be involved in communi-
ties. And I saw the Fair Board as an organization that 
gave back to the community. I didn’t see they had any 
political desires or political concerns. They just were a 
group of volunteers that gave back to the community.”

Titus added, “I’ve always been attracted to the 
county fair because when I was a young person, the 
county fair was kind of like our family vacation,” add-
ing, “I grew up on a farm here in Calvert. So, it was 
always like the agricultural aspect of fair.”

 The fair wasn’t held for the first tine two years ago 
because of COVID. Titus observed, “Last year was 
phenomenal. It was probably one of our best years that 
we had in all the time I’ve been associated with the 
fair. People were just so happy to get out in the open 
air, again for a community type event that was friend-
ly, welcoming. We expect the same this year. We hope 
Hurricane Ian doesn’t put a crank in that.”

He noted, “We still will be taking precautions, wip-

ing down high touch areas and be sure that we try to 
keep people separated as best we can. But people re-
ally want to get out and have wholesome family, af-
fordable, activities.”

But people don’t vant drastic changes from their 
fair. Titus said, “We are all about tradition. We want 
to keep things as normal as we can because people 
come looking for certain things that were meaningful 
and enjoyable to them. Family- type things. And we 
try to maintain that as best we can. We are bringing 
in a couple of new shows this year. We’re bringing in 
a horse show out of Florida. We always have just a 
couple of entertainment changes.”

“I’ve been to other fairs in other places,” Tutus said, 
“and they’re more like festivals, they’re very commer-
cial-oriented, lots of technology and all those types of 
things. I think if my grandfather walked into Calver 
County Fair in 2022, he would recognize a lot of the 
same things he saw back in 1954.”

Being on the fair board is a year-round volunteer 
gig. “The day after the fair ends this year, we start 
planning for next year,” he said, “debriefing what went 
well and what did not go well, what we need to im-
prove up on. On the fairgrounds, we are always doing 
repairs because all the revenue that is collected at the 
fair goes right back into the fair. Nobody gets paid.”

Why do it?  “There’s nothing like it. I would tell 
them (someone interested in volunteering) that they 
would have a sense of purpose. They would have a 
sense of appreciation. They would have a sense of giv-

ing back to their community. In fact, I feel that being 
a volunteer, that I get more benefits than the services 
that we give, because nothing beats seeing a family 
come in, when those children start to smile, when they 
see the rides and they love eating the foods that are 
there. Families come together. You don’t see anger 
amongst you. The only anger we see is when the fami-
lies say it’s time to go home.”

See the fair schedule elsewhere on this page.
The Calvert County Sheriff’s Office issued the fol-

lowing traffic advisory for the fair:
“For safety purposes, a special traffic plan will be 

in effect from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Friday, September 
30, (Youth Day), Saturday, October 1st, and Sunday, 
October 2nd. No vehicles will be allowed to turn left 
off of Rt. 231 into the fairgrounds during those hours. 
An alternate route would be to use Rt. 506 (Sixes Rd.) 
to Rt. 508 (Adelina Rd) to Rt. 231, which would allow 
a right turn into the fairgrounds. Once the fairground 
parking lots are full, satellite parking with a free shut-
tle bus service will be available at College of Southern 
Maryland (CSM) located at 115 J W Williams Road in 
Prince Frederick, from Friday thru Sunday as needed. 
During rush hour traffic, limited access to the lots at 
the fairgrounds will be granted for a period of time to 
ease the flow of traffic on Rt. 231.”
dickmyers@countytimes.net

It’s Fair Week in Calvert County
Fa i r  B o a rd  H a s  N e w  P re s i d e n t  T h i s  Ye a r
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5:00 pm Carnival Opens for Everyone (Wristband Night)
6:00 pm Youth and Open Swine Show (Show Ring)
7:00 pm Calvert County Idol (Pavilion)
9:00 pm Exhibit Buildings Close
10:00 pm Calvert County Fair Closes for the night

Friday • September 30
youth day

 Calvert County publiC SChoolS CloSed

thurSday • September 29
 Senior Citizen & SpeCial needS day
Free admiSSion and Free lunCh For SeniorS and SpeCial needS perSonS

enter the Fair For $1.00 or a 14 oz. or larger Can oF Food

Saturday • oCtober 1

Calvert
       County Fair

Calvert
       County Fair

20222022

Entertainment performing at various times throughout the day: TBD

Entertainment performing at various times throughout the day: TBD

9:00 - 4:00 pm  Youth Day Activities
9:00 am  Youth and Open Goat Show (Show Ring)
1:00 pm  Youth and Open Sheep Show (Show Ring)
	 Youth	Day	2022	Officially	ends	@	4	pm	regular	Gate	Admission	and		 	
	 Carnival	Prices	Begin	@	4	pm
6:00 pm  Southern Maryland Mini Pullers (Tractor Pull)
6:00 pm  Southern Maryland Boot Scooters (Pavilion)
7:00 pm  Calvert County Idol (Pavilion)
10:00 pm  Exhibit Buildings Close
11:00 pm  Calvert County Fair Closes for the night

Youth under 18 Free until 4:00 P.M.
“Canned Food to Feed the Hungry” Accepted at Gate

Entertainment performing at various times throughout the day: TBD
See: School Bulletin, Local Newspaper, and Calvert County Fair Trifold

9:00 am  Youth and Open Cattle Show
10:00 am  Carnival Opens
1:00 pm  Corn Hole Tournament
5:00 pm  Youth Livestock Auction Registration
6:00 pm  Youth Livestock Auction (Show Ring)
7:00 pm  Horse Pull (Track)
7:00 pm  Calvert County Idol (Pavilion)
10:00 pm  Exhibit Buildings Close
11:00 pm  Calvert County Fair Closes for the night

Sunday • oCtober 2
Entertainment performing at various times throughout the day: TBD

10:00 am  Antique Tractor Pull
10:30 am  Calvert County Fair Children’s Contest (Main Hall)
1:00 pm  Horseshoe Pitching Contest
1:00 pm  Chesapeake Country Cruizers (Pavilion)
3:00 pm		 4-H	and	Livestock	Awards	Program
3:00 pm  Music Fest Country Gentlemen Tribute Band (Pavilion)
5:00 pm  Exhibit Buildings Close
6:00 pm  Fair	Officially	Closes	for	2022
6:00 pm  Livestock Removal Monday, October 3rd
11:00 am - 7:00 p.m. Removal of all exhibits and pick up of awards
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Admission: Tickets Go On Sale September 1, 2022
Location: Maryland International Raceway
Bring your outdoor enthusiasts to the racetrack to hear the engines roar, experi-

ence the crowd’s excitement, and enjoy the local food. 
At Maryland’s top drag racing facility, the 26th annual Haltech World Cup Finals 

Import vs. Domestic presented by Wiseco will take place. This five-day event at-
tracts racers from over ten different countries who compete for a financial prize 
pool of over $180,000. In addition to the bikini contest, there will be a big vendor 
midway, and DJs.

Artisan Market at Summerseat Farm
26655 Three Notch Rd. 
Mechanicsville, Maryland 20659

Admission: Free
Location: Summerseat Farm
Time: 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Bring your friends and family to the farm for a relaxing day of shopping for your 

next meal, home decor, or gift from the many homemade, handmade, vintage, and 
baked goods sellers. This event will be held in the open air, rain or shine. While 
getting a jump start on your fall meals and holiday shopping, take in the beautiful 
surroundings of this working farm.

Nov 11
Veteran’s Day Parade

Admission: Free
Location: Town of Leonardtown
Time: 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Bring the family out to celebrate Veteran’s Day with the largest Veteran’s Day 

parade in Maryland! The parade begins at St. Mary’s Ryken High School, proceeds 
through Town Square, and is immediately followed by a Memorial Ceremony.

A free shuttle will be available for spectators, who are encouraged to park at the 
St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds or the St. Mary’s County Governmental Center.

Nov 12
Coastal Arts Market @ Leonardtown Wharf

22500 Washington Street 
Leonardtown, Maryland 20650

Admission: Free
Location: Leonardtown Wharf
Time: 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
The Coastal Arts Partnership focuses on offering visitors a selection of producer-

only items from artists and craftspeople over the season. While looking for your next 
hand-made item, shop at the Leonardtown Wharf, a wonderful waterfront backdrop.

Nov 20
AeroPark Fly-In Farmers Market

44200 Airport Rd 
California, Maryland 20619

Admission: FREE
Location: St. Mary’s County Regional Airport Terminal Building
Time: 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Originally created as a reason for area aviators to fly by and purchase, this mar-

ket is open to everyone, regardless of how they arrive. Although the sellers change 
from time to time, this one-of-a-kind market with regional items, cuisines, and craft 
beverages always has something local and lively going on. Best of all, the revenues 
from the vendor rentals benefit our excellent friends at Historic Sotterley and their 
wonderful work. 
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Sunday, October 2, 2022:
-12PM: Gates Open
-12PM: First Boat to the Island
-12PM: Blackistone Lighthouse Opens for Tours
-12:30: Mystic Caravan Dancers
-1PM: Parade
-3PM: Mass on the Island (weather permitting)
-3:30PM: Last Boat to the Island
-4PM: Raffle Drawing
-4:30PM: Last Boat to the Mainland
-5PM: Gates Close
-All Day: Family activities, exhibits & More
-All Day: Food and local craft vendors

Oct. 7
Sunset Cruises @ Pier 450

48342 Wynne Rd 
Ridge, Maryland 20680
301-904-0935

Time: 
4:45 PM to 6:45 PM
Join Captain Phil as he explores the Potomac River on the Lisa S., a 48-foot vin-

tage Chesapeake Bay charter boat. Cruise “down county” from Pier 450, taking in 
the sights of the Potomac and St. Mary’s rivers. Pier 450 offers a variety of dining 
options. Come early for a quaint supper or light cuisine with a drink from the bar 
or on the beach, or order a takeout meal and beverages to enjoy onboard. Why not 
eat after your cruise and relax with a sit-down meal? It is strongly recommended 
that you make a reservation. If you want to spend the night, Pier 450 offers boutique 
rooms to make your day more relaxing. For dining alternatives and to book an over-
night stay, contact Pier 450. 

First Friday Weekend in Leonardtown
Admission: Free
Location: Leonardtown
During the weekend, come to Leonardtown for the Fall Fest Celebration. Busi-

nesses are celebrating Fall Fest with themed events, performances, exhibits, and 
special discounts in Southern Maryland’s only designated Arts and Entertainment 
District. Begin your weekend in Leonardtown, taking in everything the town has 
to offer.

Art aficionados are encouraged to immerse themselves in local art at North End 
Gallery, The Craft Guild Shop, New View Fiber Works, and the St. Mary’s Arts 
Council Gallery and Gift Shop, and, if you’re feeling extra artsy, stop by The Yel-
low Line or Board & Brush to create your own masterpiece. If you’re in the mood 
to shop, get lost among the many treasures at Shepherd’s Old Field, the stacks of 
books, music, and more at Fenwick Street Bookstore, or at any of the other unique 
local shops. When you get hungry, Leonardtown offers an array of distinct dining 
establishments where you can wine and dine your last weeks’ worries away, from 
the upscale casual vibe at Sweetbay to the historic hometown hospitality of the Front 
Porch. And if wine is your jam, check out Antoinette’s Garden or the Port of Leonar-
dtown Winery, where they often host live music and local food trucks. Wonderfully 
walkable historic downtown Leonardtown is always teeming with activity, but on 
First Friday, they turn it up to eleven!

Free Trolley Rides Around Leonardtown
Location: Leonardtown
Time: 
5:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Park your car and cruise through Leonardtown on us. View the map for the local 

stops. The Leonardtown Trolley will carry visitors throughout the region for FREE 
to fascinating activities, eateries, craft beverages, and shopping spots. You can ride 

it as many times as you could want.
Camp Maria Oyster Scald
Camp Maria Retreat Center will be hosting the 10th Annual Oyster Scald on 

Sunday October 9, 2022 starting at 12 Noon at Camp Maria Retreat Center located 
at 41290 Camp Maria Rd. Leonardtown MD 20650.

Camp Maria  will be celebrating 85 years of ministry and service and will be 
honoring lifelong volunteer Sarah Kane.

Admission is free  Mount and Ride Band will be performing.
Oyster Scalds  for $15
Food prices range from $10 - $28
Beer and wine available

Oct. 15 – Oct. 16
56th Annual U.S. Oyster Festival

Being surrounded by water and fresh seafood, it only seems fitting that St. Mary’s 
Maryland is home to the Annual U.S. Oyster Festival. This weekend event, Satur-
day, October 15th, and Sunday, October 16th, brings fresh and local oysters by the 
bucket load. You can enjoy them raw, grilled, fried, steamed, and everything in 
between! Watch as contestants put together amazing oyster dishes for the cook-off 
(you can even purchase a cookbook) and gather for the main event, the shucking 
competition.

There are lots of activities to enjoy, including family-friendly shows, live music 
throughout the day, shopping with local vendors, a beer tent, and more! 

Advance tickets are $15 for one day or $20 for a two-day pass. Attendees 10 and 
under are admitted free and no ticket is required. This is one weekend you won’t 
want to miss in St. Mary’s, get your tickets today at the link below.

Nov 2 - Nov 5
Maryland International Raceway, Haltech World Cup Finals
27861 Budds Creek Rd 
Mechanicsville, Maryland 20659
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Fall Events in St. Mary’s
Oct 1

Open House at Drayden African American Schoolhouse
18287 Cherryfield Rd 
Drayden, Maryland 20630

Admission: Free

Location: Drayden African American Schoolhouse
Time: 
11:00 AM to 2:00 PM
The Drayden African American Schoolhouse is one of the best-preserved Afri-

can-American schoolhouses in the country. This one-room schoolhouse, built circa 
1890, is stationary and in its original location. During the open house, volunteers 
will be available on-site to share stories about the schoolhouse’s history. Admission 
is free and all ages are welcome!

Oct. 1 – Oct. 2
The 54th Annual Blessing of the Fleet

Blessing of the Fleet commemorates the time-honored tradition of blessing the 
Southern Maryland watermen’s fleet of boats. We celebrate these watermen and the 
heritage of St. Mary’s County.

This celebratory family event, occurring for over 50 years, includes tours of St. 
Clements Island, Blackistone Lighthouse & St. Clement’s Island Museum, live en-
tertainment, free boat excursions, local Southern Maryland food, art and craft ven-
dors, blessing ceremony, Sunday parade, evening concert, activities on the island 
(including lighthouse tours), children’s activities, fireworks and more.

Price: $10 per adult | Children 12 and under are FREE
Saturday, October 1, 2022:
-12PM: Gates open
-12PM: First boat to the Island
-12PM: Blackistone Lighthouse Opens for Tours
-1PM: Blessing of the Fleet & Waterman of the Year Award
-3:30PM: Last boat to the Island
-4PM: Blackistone Lighthouse Closes
-4:30PM: Last Boat to the Mainland
-5:30PM: Robbie Boothe
-7PM: Museum Closes
-7:30PM: Amish Outlaws
-9PM: Fireworks
-9PM: Food Vendors Close
-All Day: Family activities, exhibits & More
-All Day: Food and local craft vendors
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Fall Events & Happenings:

The 4th Annual Scarecrow
Stroll Contest
Beginning October 7, 2022

Octoberfest First Friday
Beginning October 7, 2022

Fall Bar Crawl
October 7,  2022

Coastal Arts Market
 October 8, 2022

Friends of the Poor Walk
October 8, 2022

Bruderfest
October 8, 2022

The Tractor Parade
 October 9, 2022

The Reagan Years Concert
 October 14, 2022

The Halloween Movie Fest
October 22, 2022

The 47th Annual Veterans
Day Parade & Memorial
Ceremony
 November 11, 2022

Christmas on the Square &
Tree Lighting Ceremony
 November 25, 2022

Small Business Saturday
 November 26, 2022

 VisitLeonardtownMD.com/LeonardtownAE

Fall Living 
in Leonardtown

Learn About Upcoming Fall Events & Activities:

Thank you to our wonderful sponsors and partners noted below for helping 
to make these exciting Fall events possible!

F A L L  2 0 2 2
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Brinsfield 
 

Life Celebration Homes &

Crematory

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5588

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services, 
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

Our Family 
Serving Yours

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-472-4400

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Family owned and operated for two generations

Love,
Dad, Susan & Tracy  

In Memory of Rose Johnson Emory

The World changes from year 
to year, Our lives from day to 
day, but the love and memory 
of you shall never pass away.

Who passed away Oct. 1, 1992

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

James Ports, the state’s Secretary of 
Transportation, told county commission-
ers and delegates Matt Morgan and Brian 
Crosby that this year’s Consolidated Trans-
portation Plan (CTP), which governs the 
spending of billions in road, bridge, transit 
and even aviation projects, for the next five 
years is the largest in the state’s history.

It’s about $2 billion greater than the 2022 
to 2027 CTP for a total of $19.9 billion to 
be spent statewide; Ports was pleased about 
the projects he and his team had to show 
progress on to local leaders.

But there was some palpable disappoint-
ment on some critical projects and requests 
that had either become bogged down in per-
ceived delays or relegated to obscurity for 
various reasons.

Ports' team said that there was an ad-
ditional $2 million added to CTP studies 
for a new Gov. Thomas Johnson Bridge; 
Commissioner Todd Morgan was quick to 
point out that the project had been in con-
sideration for the past 12 years and had only 
managed to secure an additional $1 million 
in the latest $1.2 trillion federal transporta-
tion bill passed recently.

“It’s just not ready,” Ports said of the re-
placement project to proceed to a place of 
priority.

The bridge spanning the Patuxent River 
linking St. Mary’s and Calvert has no seri-
ous structural problems that make it unsafe, 
Ports said Sept. 27, but admitted it was dys-
functional in terms of its ability to handle 

traffic.
The replacement of the bridge has been a 

top priority of local governments for years, 
and for years Ports has returned the same 
message that it still hasn’t risen to priority 
status.

“If it were built today, it wouldn’t be built 
the way it is now,” Ports said. “It’s function-
ally obsolete.”

Commissioners also questioned whether 
the state had made any effort to find ways 
to dissuade potential suicide victims from 
jumping from the bridge.

“We’ve had many jumpers,” said Com-
missioner Mike Hewitt to Ports and his 
team.

Ports responded that the state had done a 
study on the problem, to which Hewitt and 
other commissioners showed some surprise 
at not being made aware of it.

Later in the meeting, Commissioner 
John O’Connor, attending virtually, said it 
was “disappointing” that the county had not 
been apprised of the study, which, accord-
ing to Ports, showed that putting up anti-
suicide barriers was likely impossible.

“It explains why we may not be able to 
do the things people would hope we would 
do,” Ports said.

Hewitt would later call for the state to 
take some active measures to quell the 
problem, despite what a study showed, 
in the commissioners’ time portion of the 
business meeting.

Ports also heard from Leonardtown 
Mayor Dan Burris about the need to make 
haste with completing the so-called “break 
out” project to improve and widen the inter-

section at Route 5 and Moakley Street and 
then on to widening Route 5 from its inter-
section with Hollywood Road and Comp-
ton Road.

Leonardtown leaders have been fes-
tooned with complaints for the past several 
years about the slow pace of the project.

“For eight years in a row we had over 100 
accidents from Hollywood Road to Comp-
ton Road,” Burris said. “When COVID-19 
hit and they said no one was driving; we 
had 97 [crashes] that year.”

Burris again made a call for a traffic sig-
nal at Route 5 and the intersection to the 
Clark’s Rest community.

“That would provide safety and security 
more than anything else,” Burris said.

Ports tried to dispel comments compar-
ing the construction of the new Gov. Harry 
W. Nice bridge connecting Charles Coun-
ty with Virginia and the Moakley Street 
project.

“You’re still using it while you’re try-
ing to fix it,” Ports said of Route 5. “That 
reduces the amount of time crews have to 
work on it.”

Ports said construction crews have be-
tween four to six hours each day to make 
progress.

The new bridge project had no traffic on 
it, Ports said.

“With the [Gov. Harry W.] Nice Bridge 
you don’t have maintenance of traffic,” 
Ports said. “They can work around the 
clock if they like.

“If we could shut down Route 5, we could 
finish lickitty split, but we really couldn’t do 
that, could we?”

Del. Matt Morgan responded by saying 
that the state acted quickly to replace bridg-
es washed out by heavy rains in August of 

2020 in the Mechanicsville area.
“You had that finished lickitty split,” 

Morgan said.
Ports said he would not reveal the open-

ing date of the new Potomac River bridge 
crossing but said it would be soon.

“The completion has always been by the 
end of the year and I can tell you that we’re 
going to beat that,” Ports said.

But the news wasn’t all contentious or 
disappointing for St. Mary’s.

“We have reviewed the county’s plans 
and we will be issuing a permit to allow bus 
stop signs,” Ports said.

This drew unanimous thanks and praise 
from commissioners who have wanted to 
establish distinct bus stops with shelters, 
especially since a Leonardtown man was 
struck and killed in traffic after disembark-
ing from a county run STS bus when he 
was dropped off on Route 5 near the Cedar 
Lane community and had to cross several 
lanes of traffic.

Hewitt expressed concern in the after-
math of the death of J. Harry Norris IV, 43, 
that the practice of flagging down an STS 
bus anywhere in the county hampered traf-
fic and proved dangerous.

Also, the project to improve the intersec-
tion at Route 5 and Great Mills Road and by 
connection widen the section just north of it 
leading up to the intersection of Route 471 
— Indian Bridge Road — was proceeding.

The plan remains to replace the small 
bridge over the St. Mary’s River, which is 
109 years old, along with the widening proj-
ect to improve traffic capacity and flow.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

MDOT Secretary Briefs Officials on Key Road, Bridge Projects

The Route 5 bridge in Great Mills over the St. Mary's River



Thursday, September 29, 2022 9The County Times

St. Inigoes Man Arrested for Illegal 
Possession of a Firearm

 
On Septem-

ber 27, 2022, 
d e t e c t i v e s 
from the St. 
Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Of-
fice Criminal 
Investigations 
Division (CID) 
executed a 
search and sei-
zure warrant 

for the residence and person of Taquan 
Anthony Berry, age 24 of St. Inigoes. 
Located in the residence was a loaded 
handgun; Berry is prohibited by law 
from possessing a regulated firearm. 
Berry was arrested and charged with Il-
legal Possession of a Regulated Firearm 
and Illegal Possession of Ammunition.

Berry remains incarcerated at the St. 
Mary’s County Detention and Rehabili-
tation Center in Leonardtown, awaiting 
an appearance before the District Court 
commissioner.

Citizens may remain anonymous and 
contact Crime Solvers at (301) 475-3333, 
or text a tip to “TIP239” plus their mes-
sage to “CRIMES” (274637).  Through 
the Crime Solvers Program tipsters are 
eligible for an award of up to $1,000 
for information about a crime in St. 
Mary’s County that leads to an arrest or 
indictment.

Lexington Park Man Arrested for As-
sault and Reckless Endangerment

 
On Septem-

ber 22, 2022, at 
5:12 a.m. Deputy 
Fleenor respond-
ed to the 21900 
block of Baja 
Lane in Lexing-
ton Park, for the 
reported shots 
fired. Contact 
was made with 
the victim who 

advised Reginald Tre Brown, age 31 of 
Lexington Park, arrived at the residence 
in a vehicle and brandished a shotgun. 
Brown pointed the weapon at the victim 
and another individual and fired a shot as 
the victims fled on foot. Brown then got 
into a vehicle and left the area.

Deputies quickly located the unoccu-

pied vehicle utilized by Brown at a resi-
dence in the 21900 block of Rosewood 
Terrace in Lexington Park. Brown was 
confirmed to be inside the residence and 
was ultimately taken into custody with-
out issue within an hour of the incident, 
and a shotgun recovered.

Brown was transported to the St. 
Mary’s County Detention and Reha-
bilitation Center in Leonardtown and 
charged with two counts of Assault First 
and Second Degree and Reckless Endan-
germent. Brown remains incarcerated at 
the detention center on a no-bond status.

Citizens may remain anonymous and 
contact Crime Solvers at (301) 475-3333, 
or text a tip to “TIP239” plus their mes-
sage to “CRIMES” (274637).  Through 
the Crime Solvers Program tipsters are 
eligible for an award of up to $1,000 
for information about a crime in St. 
Mary’s County that leads to an arrest or 
indictment.

Wanted Indi-
vidual- Rob-
ert Mandley 
Jr.

The St. 
Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office 
is seeking the 
whe r e a b ou t s 
of Robert 
Alan Mandley 
Jr., age 32 of 
Leonardtown. 

Mandley absconded from a court or-
dered treatment program on September 
12, 2022; his original arrest was for the 
charge of assault first degree. Mandley 
is a white male, 5’10” and weighs 170 
pounds with black hair and brown eyes.

Anyone with information on the 
whereabouts of Robert Alan Mandley 
Jr., is asked to contact Detective Joseph 
Bowling at (301) 475-4200 extension 
71959 or by email at Joseph.Bowling@
stmaryscountymd.gov. For immediate 
assistance contact the St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office at (301) 475-8008.

Citizens may remain anonymous and 
contact Crime Solvers at (301) 475-3333, 
or text a tip to “TIP239” plus their mes-
sage to “CRIMES” (274637). Through 
the Crime Solvers Program tipsters are 
eligible for an award of up to $1,000 
for information about a crime in St. 
Mary’s County that leads to an arrest or 
indictment.

In Our CommunityCops & Courts

ST. MARY'S SHERIFF'S 
CRIME BLOTTER

Editor's Note
The above arrests are not an indication of

 guilt or innocence as the cases have not been 
adjudicated.

Adult Community
ParkLexington

Active

NOW Available
1 & 2 bedroom 

apartments

21895 Pegg Road • Lexington Park, MD 20653 • (240)725-0111
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 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND
 CASE NO: C18CV21-000043
 
 Alan Wetter and Keith Schmidt
 c/o Dansie and Dansie LLP
 406 5th Street, N.W. Lower Level
 Washington, DC 20001
 Plaintiff
 
 vs.

 Andre Nicholas
 1335 Steed S.
 Ranson WV 25438

 and
 
 ST. MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND

 and 
 
 all known owners of the property described below, their heirs, devisees and personal  
 representatives and their or any of their heirs, devisees, executors, administrators,  
 gratnees, assigns, or successors in right title and interest and any and all persons having  
 or claiming to have an interest in the property described as: 

 *Unassigned, Lot 66 Block I, Longview Beach And Also Known As A/C 07-023650

 Defendants

 The object of this proceeding is to secure the foreclosure of all rights of redemption in 
 the following property, sold by the Collector of Taxes for St. Mary’s County to the 
 Plaintiff: 

 *Unassigned, Lot 66 Block 1, Longview Beach and also known as A/C 07-023650.

 The Complaint states, among other things, that the amounts necessary for redemption  
 have not been paid. It is therefore on this 9th day of September, 2022, by the Circuit 
 Court for St. Mary’s County, Maryland:

 ORDERED, that notice be given by insertion of a copy of this ORDER in some 
 newspaper having a general circulation in St. Mary’s County once a week for 3 
 successive weeks, warning all persons interested in the property to appear in this 
 Court by the 9th day of November, 2022 and redeem the property and answer the 
 Complaint, or thereafter a Final Judgment will be entered foreclosing all rights of
 redemption in the property, and vesting in the Plaintiff a title, free and clear of all  
 encumbrances.

 Debra J. Burch
 Clerk of Court for
 St. Mary’s County, Maryland

Notice is hereby given that the following vessel has been abandoned on the property of: 
Point Lookout Marina LLC., 16422 Millers Wharf Rd., Ridge MD 20680, 301-872-5000

The vessels are described as: 1. MD 4716 DC, HULL # VAZ03A89H989, 1989 
Custom Built Workboat, Name “Dickie Dew”

Applications for titles will be made in accordance with Section 8-722 of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article if these vessels are not 
claimed and removed from the above property within 30 days of this notice.

Legal Ads
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SAINT MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND
CASE NO: C-18-CV-21-000043

Alan C. Wetter et al.,
c/o Lucas I. Dansie, Esq.
406 5th St. NW
Washington DC 20001 
Plantiffs

The Estate of Bessie Wigglesworth 
c/o Raymia Henderson, PR
14302 Hampshire Hall Ct.
Upper Marlboro, MD  20772

and

St. Mary’s County, Maryland,

and

all unknown owners of the property described below, their heirs, devisees and personal 
representatives and their or any of their heirs, devisees, executors, administrators, 
grantees, assigns, or successors in right, title and interest and any and all persons having 
or claiming to have an interest in the property described as:    

*Unassigned, Lot 3 Block 5, Longview Beach and also known as A/C  07-014619

Defendants

The object of this proceeding is to secure the foreclosure of all rights of redemption in the 
following property, sold by the Collector of Taxes for St. Mary’s County to the Plaintiff: 

*Unassigned, Lot 3 Block 5, Longview Beach and also known as A/C 07-014619.

The Complaint states, among other things, that the amounts necessary for redemption 
have not been paid. It is therefore on this 9th day of September, 2022, by 
the Circuit Court for St. Mary’s County, Maryland:
 
ORDERED, that notice be given by insertion of a copy of this ORDER in some 
newspaper 
having a general circulation in St. Mary’s County once a week for 3 successive weeks, 
warning all persons interested in the property to appear in this Court by the 9th day of 
September, 2022 and redeem the property and answer the Complaint, 
or thereafter a Final Judgment will be entered foreclosing all rights of redemption in the 
property, and vesting in the Plaintiff a title, free and clear of all encumbrances. 

Debra J. Burch
Clerk of Court for
St. Mary’s County, Maryland

Legal Notice
COMMISSIONERS OF LEONARDTOWN

INVITATION FOR BIDS
OPEN END CONTRACT SERVICES FOR ALTERATIONS, REPAIR, OR MAINTE-
NANCE TO WATER DISTRIBUTION, SEWAGE COLLECTION SYSTEMS, AND 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT DEVICES

Sealed bids, addressed to the Capital Projects Manager, and marked “BID FOR CON-
TRACT SERVICES FOR WATER DISTRIBUTION, SEWAGE COLLECTION SYS-
TEM, AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT DEVICES” will be received at the office 
of the Commissioners of Leonardtown, PO Box 1, 22670 Washington St., Leonardtown, 
Maryland 20650 October 27, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.
A pre-bid meeting will be held, October 13, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at the Town of Leonard-
town office conference room. A bid opening will be scheduled for October 27, 2022 at 
10:00 a.m. All potential bidders are invited to attend.
The work to be performed under the contract consists of furnishing labor, service, equip-
ment, and materials for services for alterations, repair or maintenance to water distribu-
tion, sewage collection systems, and stormwater systems. Questions should be directed to 
Tony Wheatley, Capital Projects Manager, at (301) 475-9791.
The Commissioners of Leonardtown reserves the right to reject any and all bids and pro-
posal, and to accept any proposal deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.

By Authority:
Laschelle McKay
Town Administrator

ST. MARY’S COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR POSITION AVAILABLE

 The St. Mary’s County Arts Council is accepting resumes for a full-time 
Executive Director.  Responsibilities involve professional, administrative and 
management duties in providing daily oversight of ongoing Arts Council activities.   
The Executive Director oversees the day-to-day operations of St. Mary’s County Arts 
Council.   The full job description can be found at https://www.stmarysartscouncil.
com/exec-director-2022.
 A bachelor’s degree or a minimum of five years of experience in similar job 
responsibilities is required.  Supervisory and leadership experience is a plus.  Strong 
preference will be given to candidates who demonstrate a passion for the arts and 
who reside in St. Mary’s County.  The annual starting salary is $55,000.  Send letter 
of interest, resume and three professional references to SMCACapplications@gmail.
com.   Deadline to apply is October 15, 2022.
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FALL CONSIGNMENT

AUCTION

AUCTION WILL BE FEATURING ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES, TRUCKS, TRACTORS, TRAILERS, 

BUILDING EQUIPMENT, AND MUCH MORE.
ESTATE AND FLEET MANAGER’S WELCOME. 

DELIVERY AND PICK-UP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE. 
PLEASE LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA ACCOUNTS AND AUCTION ZIP FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ON THIS EVENT. 

FOR MORE INFO VISIT SOMDAUCTIONS.COM OR CALL (301) 861-7738 
LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

OCTOBER 8TH 
STARTING AT 8 AM 

 PREVIEW DAY OCTOBER 7th 8 AM to 6 PM

CALL (301) 861-7738

HAYES AUCTION SERVICES GREEN MANOR FARM

38250 NEW MARKET TURNER RD 
MECHANICSVILLE, MD 20659

ACCEPTING 
CONSIGNERS NOW

Here
You
for

Pursue your
hobby, indulge in
free entertainment,
seek self-
improvement.
Feel the joy
oof discovery.

Visit your public library to reconnect.

Books     Music     Movies     Events for All Ages     Computers
Free Wi-Fi     Meeting Space     DIY & Hobby Resources

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The county is getting 
ready to host the 56th an-
nual U.S. Oyster Festival 
running Oct. 15 through 
Oct. 16 at the St. Mary’s 
County Fairgrounds in 
Leonardtown, and that 
means the return of some 
of the nation’s best oyster 
shuckers to the compe-
tition stage for the na-
tional oyster shucking 
championship.

“Our current U.S. champion, Honor 
Allen, just took second place in the in-
ternational competition in Galway,” said 
Karen Stone event coordinator. “It’s our 
competition here that chooses who goes 
to Ireland.

“Not everyone realizes that.”
Allen will also be returning to this 

year’s competition to defend his national 
title, Stone said.

“We have some new names entering 
this year, too,” Stone said. “So we will 
have some new faces on the shucking 
stand.”

The competition in Ireland decides 
who is the world’s best oyster shucker.

But more than just fierce competition 
over who can pry the most bivalves from 
their shells the cleanest and the fastest, 
the festival also showcases some of the 
region’s best cooks working to turn the 
oyster into a culinary delight at the an-

nual oyster cookoff.
Fun activities around the fairgrounds 

set for both days of the festival include a 
puppet show, an oyster tonging station, a 
corn hole contest, and an inflatable slide 
for young people.

Other activities include a scavenger 
hunt, science demonstrations and face 
painting.

There are also three ways to pay for 
tickets to the oyster festival this year, 
Stone said.

The first is at the gate but visitors can 
purchase them on-line at Event Brite, 
Stone said, for a significant discount.

Discounted tickets for military per-
sonnel serving in the Naval District of 
Washington will be available at all mo-
rale, welfare and recreation (MWR) of-
fices, Stone said.

Gates open Oct. 15 at 10p.m.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

St. Mary’s Oyster 
Festival Turns 56

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

St. Mary’s residents quickly took to 
their cell phone cameras over the week-
end to snap images of a blazing ball of 
white light streaking across the night 
sky and quickly posting those pictures 
to social media.

The question? What was that?
The answer? The latest launch of a 

Spacex rocket launch from Cape Canav-
eral in Florida.

The Falcon 9 rocket booster launched 
Sept. 24 at approximately 7:30p.m. to 

put 52 Starlink satellites, according to 
the Spacex website, into low orbit.

“SpaceX’s Starlink is the constella-
tion of networked satellites aimed to 
provide internet services to those who 
are not yet connected, and to provide re-
liable and affordable internet across the 
globe,” a statement from the Kennedy 
Space Center.

St. Marys’ residents’ posts stated they 
saw the rocket’s trail while they were 
near Chancellor’s Run Park, farther 
north in Mechanicsville and in Leonar-
dtown while out at the county fair.

Spacex Launch Grabs St. Mary’s Attention
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RESERVE YOUR  
FREE TICKET: 
WWW.SMCM.EDU/IR21

Inalienable Rights 
in the 21st Century

A Presidential Lecture

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 | 7:00 P.M. 
ST. MARY'S COLLEGE OF MARYLAND 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
AUDITORIUM 
FREE public event (tickets required)

A distinguished national panel will examine the 
question, “Can the inalienable rights referenced 
by the fathers of the Constitution exist for all 
Americans in the 21st century?” 
The panel is funded by the College’s Andrew 
J. Goodpaster Endowed Leadership and Honor 
Lecture Series.

JESSICA YELLIN

JELANI COBB

MARA LIASSON

BILL KRISTOL

Local NewsStSt..MarysMarys

Hosted by:
St. Mary’s County Department of Aging & Human Services

at the
University of Maryland - Southern Maryland (44219 Airport Rd, California, MD)

Friday, October 14, 2022
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Health Screenings, Demonstrations, and Presentations will be offered Free of  Charge!
Flu and COVID-19 Vaccinations Available All Day with The Pharmacy at PJ Bean!

For more information, contact Sarah Miller
Website: www.stmarysmd.com/aging/healthfair.asp

Phone: 301-475-4200, ext. 1073 
Email: sarah.miller@stmaryscountymd.gov

Skip the Line!
Do you want to skip the registration line at the Health Fair? Attendees 

can register online at: 
https://www.stmarysmd.com/aging/healthfair/

Online registrants will be eligible for a special prize! 
Online registration closes at 12 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 13.

Brought to you by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County and the Department of Aging & Human Services

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

Dispose of  old and unwanted papers! 
Document shredding available from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Medication Collection available all day!

15-minute

Mini-Massages

Vaccinations

Shred Truck &
Medication Collection

Health Vendors

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The $18 million project to expand 
the Leonardtown Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant on Van Wert Lane is moving 
ahead, the town council announced at 
their Sept. 12 meeting and that means a 
significant increase in impact fees paid 
by new commercial and residential con-
struction to help pay for the upgrades.

The town has been seeking to expand 
the treatment plant, and the capacity for 
the town to allow more development, 
since 2015.

The current plant can handle just 
680,000 gallons of waste water a day, 
said Laschelle McKay, town administra-
tor, but the expansion will take that ca-
pacity to 1 million.

The town has already exceeded 80 
percent of the allowable capacity at the 
plant with the development currently in 
town, McKay said.

“We have a number of productive proj-
ects in process so we really do need to 
get the project moving,” said McKay.

The project is expected to take be-
tween 18 to 24 months to complete and 
will provide the town an additional 992 
equivalent dwellings units (EDUs) of 

treatment capacity.
EDUs are assigned in greater or lesser 

numbers to projects based on how much 
waste water these projects generate.

The construction company Michael F. 
Ronca and Sons, which was the low bid-
der on the project at about $15 million, 
got the recommendation from the town 
staff and consultant GHD overseeing the 
process, McKay told the town council.

Bonding is still required before the 
project can proceed, she said.

McKay reported that the town already 
has a little more than $5 million in im-
pact fees garnered from previous con-
struction builds to fund the treatment 
plant expansion.

About $3 million in American Rescue 
Plan Act funding will also go towards 
the project.

The remaining $8 million for the proj-
ect will have to borrowed, McKay said.

The impact fees would have to be 
increased from $13,000 to $18,000 to 
pay the debt service on the money to be 
borrowed next year for the expansion 
project.

A public hearing on the impact fee in-
crease is set for Oct. 11.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Town Moving Ahead With 
Treatment Plan Project
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CRIMINAL • DWI • FAMILY

INJURED?
MAKE ONE CALL
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BIRTHDAY
Happy

LOOK WHO’S TURNING 60!

41400  Friendship CT - Mechanicsville, MD 20659

Now Open 
for The 
Season

STAUFFER BROTHERS YOU PICK PATCH

Stauffer Brothers Pick Your Own

HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT FOOD PRICES 
HAVE GONE UP?

COME AND PICK YOUR OWN SEASONAL ITEMS
FOR THE MOST PART OUR PRICES REMAN THE SAME

KALE – COLLARDS – CABBAGE – BROCCOLI – CAULIFLOWER 
– LETTUCE – AND A FULL LINE OF GREENS. PLUS PUMPKINS 

FALL SQUASH – MUMS & FALL DÉCOR

Open thru december with wreaths & center pieces.
Closed on Sundays and Nov 5. Otherwise open from  dawn to dusk

 
Our annual fall auction is scheduled for Nov 12th.

Quality consignments welcome

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The St. Mary’s County sheriff’s of-
fice is continuing its investigation of the 
fight that caused Great Mills High School 
to be locked down last week, while fears 
grow among parents and students about 
the gang related violence in the streets of 
Lexington Park making its way into coun-
ty schools.

Sheriff’s officials say they are not posi-
tive the massive fight, which took place 
in several locations in the school and 
brought down about a dozen deputies and 
state troopers on the school, had connec-
tions to the two rival groups of young 
male offenders trying to control territory 
in Lexington Park.

But they aren’t dismissing the possibil-
ity either.

“What perpetrated [the fight] is still  
under investigation,” said Capt. Edward 
Willenborg, head of the Criminal Inves-
tigation Division of the sheriff’s office. 
“That it was gang related... has not been 
relayed to us.

“It very well could’ve been.”
Parents and students who spoke to The 

County Times on condition of anonym-
ity about the fight and the conditions in 
the school said they believed that the two 
gangs — or at least affiliates of them — 
existed in the school as they did on the 
streets.

Law enforcement are concerned that 
young people even in their pre-teen years 
were vulnerable to recruitment into one of 
the two rival groups.

Lt. Shawn Moses, who has spent a sig-
nificant amount of time in the Lexington 
Park COPS Unit, said during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic the rise in the very young 
out at night and the early morning hours 
had grown and could be contributing to 
the explosion in gang-related shootings 
these past two years.

“We are actively working to identify 
the members of these groups,” Moses 
said. “And we’re working with the com-
munity to understand the genesis of their 
conflicts.

“It can be anything from a social me-
dia post to a chance confrontation in the 
street.”

Marijuana is also a central point of con-
tention between the two groups, Willen-
borg said.

“They’re robbing each other for their 
weed,” Willenborg said. “They’re doing 

that to resell it themselves or for their own 
use.”

But the violence can still precipitate 
from a place of unpredictability.

“They’ll fight over lyrics to a rap song,” 
Moses said. “It starts in the home, with 
12 and 13-year-olds out at 2 a.m. on the 
streets.

“What are they doing out at 2 a.m.?”
Sheriff Timothy K. Cameron said the 

community held the remaining answers 
to stopping the plague of gang-related vio-
lence, armed or otherwise, as they knew 
who the members of the groups were.

It came down to “parents who condone, 
enable, ignore or just pretend they don’t 
see the problem right in front of them,” 
Cameron said. “What it’s going to take is 
people saying they’ve had enough.

“For the most part they wouldn’t talk 
with us at all, now that’s starting to 
change.”

Moses reiterated the comments Cam-
eron has made in the past that the problem 
persists because “what we’ve lacked is the 
moral voice of the community.”

“What we’re seeing with youth miscon-
duct… is happening all over the country,” 
Moses said. “We’re all figuring out to deal 
with it.

“Any of these kids are around teachers 
and SROs [school resource officers] for 
just six to seven hours a day,” Moses said.

In discussing the school system’s capi-
tal improvement plan for the next sev-
eral years with the Commissioners of St. 
Mary’s County, Superintendent Dr. J. 
Scott Smith was asked about how students 
could feel safe.

Commissioner Mike Hewitt posed the 
question.

“A couple of people at the county fair 
said their freshmen and sophomores didn’t 
feel safe [at Great Mills HS],” Hewitt said.

Smith said the students who were found 
to be involved in the fight last week faced 
either suspension or pre-expulsion.

“We followed our code of conduct with 
every single one of the kids involved,” 
Smith said, noting there was also a “very 
large fight” at Chopticon High School 
when school started this year as well.

“St. Mary’s is definitely being chal-
lenged by juvenile crime,” Smith said. 
“The way you address it is everybody 
comes together.

“It’s the responsibility of all of us to 
raise our children right.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Great Mills HS Fight, Lockdown 
Questions Swirl
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Zimmerman’s
Produce & Irrigation Supply

Welcome to Our New Larger Location
Pumpkins · Mums · Gourds · Kale · Cabbage · Collards · Broccoli · Local Honey · 

Crab Baskets • Trot Line • Birdhouses and Feeders and a good line of vegetable growing 
and irrigation supplies. 

25920 Friendship School Rd. Mechanicsville, MD. 20659
Hours: Mon. to Fri. 7:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sat. 7:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sunday

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Natalie Weech, Democrat candidate for 
county commissioner president released a 
statement this week showing that techni-
cally she has not lived in St. Mary’s Coun-
ty long enough to fulfill the legal require-
ments for service in the office.

She still intends to run for the seat, 
however.

“Upon recently accepting a position 
with the county Board of Education, I 
conducted research and found a county 
code that states that qualifications for… 
commissioner president include county 
residency of five years; I have lived her for 
three years,” Weech said in her statement. 
“I immediately notified the Board of Elec-
tions of the county code I had discovered.

“The Board of Elections has determined 
that because the ballot has already been 
certified, I can continue my campaign to 
be your next commissioner president.”

If victorious, Weech said her win could 
be open to legal challenge.

“If a challenge is sustained, I will have 
to resign,” Weech said. “Although this is 
a possibility, I have decided to continue 
my campaign to be your commissioner 
president.”

Weech said she hoped that no challenge 

would be made were she to win election.
Weech is running against current Coun-

ty Commissioner President James “Ran-
dy” Guy, who is seeking his third term in 
office.

Guy recently won a decisive primary 
election for the GOP nomination against 
three other candidates.

Republicans continue to outnumber 
Democrats in St. Mary’s by a significant 
margin.

Wendy Adkins, director of the St. 
Mary’s County Board of Elections, did not 
return phone calls seeking comment for 
this story.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Weech To Continue Campaign 
Despite Residency Issue

St. Mary’s County government announced Sept. 27 that the St. 
Andrews Landfill would be closed due to a mulch fire, apparently 
the second such fire at the site in as many days.
The first mulch fire was reported Sept. 25 and brought numerous 
firefighters to the scene to extinguish it.
County firefighters had to fight the first fire for two hours.

Mulch Fire Closes County Landfill
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LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.
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“We have a number of productive 
projects in process so we really do 
need to get the project moving.” 

Town Administrator Laschelle McKay on the 
waste water treatment plant expansion project
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