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Hershey’s “BEST”
Hand-Dipped Ice Cream

12 Taste Tempting Flavors
Half Gallons - 30 Flavors!

Pints • Ice Cream Cakes

MON-FRI 6 AM - 8 PM • SAT-SUN 7 AM - 9 PM

Bowen's Grocery

4300 Hunting Creek Rd • Huntingtown, Maryland
follow us on facebook410-535-1304 410-257-2222

EXCHANGEABLE PROPANE TANKS

USDA Choice Beef 

“Our Own” Freshly Ground Chuck 
Steaks • Pork Chops • Fresh Chicken

Family Owned & Operated Since 1929
The Charm and Quality of the Past with the Convenience and Variety of Today

FULL LINE OF GROCERIES, MEAT, PRODUCE

Amish Baked Goods 
Delivered Weekly

Berger  & Otterbein's 
Specialty Cookies

WINE • COLD BEER

Large Variety

Frozen Crab Cakes 
From Dalys Seafood

LOCAL HONEY

Hot Lunch Specials 
Available Monday - Friday

Fresh Rolls      
Hot Soups

Sandwiches
And Subs

Hot & Cold

Chicken 
Salad

Homemade
Desserts

Full Service Meat Department
Custom Orders Welcome

Fresh MD Crab Meat
Lump • Jumbo Lump
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LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

THU, APR 13 FRI, APR 14 SAT, APR 15 SUN, APR 16

Sunny Mostly Cloudy Thunderstorms PM Thunderstorms
Hi: 82° Lo: 58° Hi: 78° Lo: 58° Hi: 71° Lo: 56° Hi: 76° Lo: 53°
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Saturday, April 15   10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Calvert County Fairgrounds, Prince Frederick

Dancing, food, art projects, games 
and more 

Performances and exhibits 
representing cultures such as 
Korean, Hawaiian, Filipino, 
Chinese, Indian and Thai 

Buy lunch from Asian food vendors

Sponsored by

Celebrate Asian American and Paci�c Islander culture!

MD #MHIC148329  +See Representative for full warranty details. 
*One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  

1-844-440-9814
Call Us For a Free Estimate!
www.LeafFilter.com/15off
Promo Code: 1WDC001

15 %
off

Your Entire Purchase*AC
T 

NO
W

70,000+ 
5-STAR REVIEWS

No more 
cleaning 
out gutters - 
guaranteed!

+

0% APR 
For 24 Months!**

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply 
to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of 
promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Effective: 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete 
details. 

Additional Senior 
& Military Discounts!

Legislature Shows 
Calvert ‘Where’s the 
Money’
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

“I think you did 
real well there. I think 
money got spread out 
from north to south,” 
Del. Todd Morgan 
(R: 29C) said of the 
Maryland General 
Assembly’s largess to 
Calvert County during 
its 2023 session. 
Morgan spoke to The 
County Trines the day 
after the close of the 
session on April 10.

Morgan’s staff reported the following 
funding coming to Calvert County:

• $17.1 million for improvements to 
Jefferson Patterson Park

• $11 million for a new library build-
ing for the University pf Maryland 
Environmental Science Lab in 
Solomons

• $2.5 million for a new research lab to 
study the Patuxent River

• $1.4 million for various improvements 
at CalvertHealth Medical Center

• $600,000 for improvements of the 
Chesapeake Beach Water Park

• $175,000 for improvements to the 
Annmarie Sculpture Garden in 
Solomons

• $250,000 for Calvert High School’s 
Turf Athletic Field

• $265,000 for improvements to the 
Gray-Ray American Legion Post #220

• $265,000 for the Ladies of Charity, 
North Beach Food Pantry acquisition, 
design, site plan and construction

“That was all good,” the freshman legisla-
tor said. Morgan represents southern Calvert 
and middle St. Mary’s. He was elected last 
November after serving 12 years as a St. 
Mary’s County Commissioner, a position 
which he feels helped him navigate through 
his first year in Annapolis.

“From a commissioner point of view,” 
he said, “I was able to stop from going for-
ward a couple times. Wait a second, guys, 
you don’t understand from the point of view 
where I sat before, why this is a bad idea.”

Bills supported by the Calvert County 
Commissioners had an uneven fate. The one 
that would have given the commissioners 
authority to produce a method of providing 
a bid preference to county businesses failed.

Morgan said that bill was in his commit-
tee and the chairman said he would prob-
ably move the bill out of committee. But 
Morgan said he was subsequently told by 
the committee chairman, “The Speaker (of 
the House) doesn’t like local preference, so 
it’s not moving.”

Another failure was the Sunday hunting 
bill, which Morgan blamed of what he called 
“the horse lobby,” people who like to ride 
their horses on Sunday.

“Sunday hunting is probably one of the 
biggest fiascos that goes on in Annapolis 

because every Sunday hunting bill was 
killed and it’s killed because of the horse 
riders,” Morgan said.

 He added, “The hunting season for deer, 
which is what everybody’s worried about, is 
only about eight weeks long. So, horse rid-
ers can ride all year. Fox hunting is allowed 
all year, including on Sundays. But the peo-
ple who want to go hunt deer, and we have 
an overabundance of whitetail deer and it’s 
eating everything in sight. And as develop-
ment continues to sprawl. the deer have less 
acreage to use.”

Morgan said in spite of the hard lessons, 
it was a positive experience. “I had a very 
enjoyable time up there the last couple of 
weeks for the most part. I really had a good 
time. I learned to make friends up there. I 
learned how the game gets played, how 
you work across the aisle. I made a lot of 
new friends.”

One bill that did succeed: “authorizing 
the State’s Attorney of Calvert County to 
designate the county attorney or an assis-
tant county attorney to prosecute civil 
infractions.”

Senator Michael Jackson (D: 27th) said it 
was determined that a bill naming the bridge 
over Fishing Creek on Maryland Route 261 
in Chesapeake Beach “the Fallen Heroes 
Fishing Creek Bridge” wasn’t necessary; it 
can be done administratively. He said the 
design has already been done. “I think it’s 
going to be great for the town,” Jackson said.

As to statewide issues, Jackson said, “We 
were able to manage, for the first time ever 
in history of Maryland, the legislature hav-
ing a say so in the budget.”

Jackson noted, “We found out, at the 
beginning of session, that we had like a half 
a billion-dollar write-down challenge that 
we had not anticipated, but we were very 
mindful of mandates and being careful not 
to put a lot of mandates out there, because 
of challenges with the budget going for-
ward. So, we’re giving local governments 
enabling power versus dictating to them on 
many of these projects.”

He added, “I think we we’re continuing to 
lock down our responsibility on behavioral 
health across the state, healthcare in general, 
and education.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Del. Todd Morgan.jpgSen. Michael Jackson
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COMEDY
        NVASION

For Project Graduation
COMEDY
        NVASION

For Project Graduation
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023

Doors Open at 7:30 p.m. Show Starts at 8 p.m.
 Huntingtown High School Auditorium, 4125 Solomons Island Road, Huntingtown

For more information, contact the Calvert Alliance Against Substance Abuse at 410-535-3733.

CHRIS FRANJOLA is a writer and comedian who can currently be heard 
hosting his highly successful podcast, “Cover To Cover With Chris Franjola.” 
He’s a frequent contributor on Heather McDonald’s wildly successful 
podcast, “Juicy Scoop.” Chris was a regular panel guest on “Lights Out with 
David Spade” on Comedy Central and on Fox’s gameshow “Punchline.”Chris 
was also a writer and a regular performer on E!’s hit show “Chelsea Lately” 
for eight years. Together with the talented writing staff, Chris wrote more 
than 1,500 episodes while performing on the show. Before “Chelsea Lately,” 
Chris wrote for other shows, including “Family Guy,” the MTV Video Music 
Awards and the original “Chelsea Handler Show.”He also starred on the 
critically acclaimed scripted comedy series “After Lately,” which aired for 
three seasons on E!. He was the host of the “Sons of Anarchy” aftershow 

“Anarchy Afterword,” airing live on FX.

MATT BERGMAN has been honing his comedy craft since he was in 
college pursuing a degree in criminal justice. After graduating, he realized 
he was afraid of criminals and decided stand-up comedy was the way to 
go. Bergman is easily relatable and versatile, a skillset that has opened the 
door to tv appearances on Gotham Comedy Live, Comedy Central Live 
and a Dry Bar Comedy Special. His recent album “Approbation Constante” 
was called “really tough to purchase” by his mother who still doesn’t quite 
understand iTunes.

TIM D. MILLER is a master at engaging audiences and crafting a stand-up 
set that is a guaranteed good time for all. Tim’s material is based on his 
life experience from Waco to the Army to the White House, trying to raise 
a daughter and his unique ability to find the funny in everyday life. Tim 
has appeared on TRU TV and in 2019 he performed at Comedy Central’s 
Clusterfest. He is the producer and host of “Read the Room,” a crowd work 
showcase.

TICKETS
                              

$35 in advance

$45 at the door 
(cash and check only)

$25 for CAASA members 
and students 13-18

Available for 
purchase at:

(cash and check only)

CAASA Office 
Prince Frederick

Floral Expressions 
Owings

Tickets may also be 
purchased online at:
CAASAcomedyinvasion 

2023.eventbrite.com

Grasso Cuts Ribbons 
for Three Woman-
Owned Businesses
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Calvert County Commissioner Catherine 
Grasso, during the just concluded Women’s 
History Mont of March, continued to make 
history as the first woman on the commis-
sioner board in more than a decade. And in 
her first ribbon cuttings for new businesses in 
the county, she celebrated the opening of three 
owned by four county women who are mak-
ing their own history with their new ventures.

They are:
• Chantae Ludwick and Yolanda 

Williams of Let’s Play Indoor 
Playgroup at 735 Solomons Island Rd 
N, Prince Frederick;

• Jennifer Garner of Whole Soul 
Wellness Studio, at 14350 Solomons 
Island Rd. Suite 202 in Solomons; and

• Kimberly Allen of Beach Beauty 
Supply at 10366 Southern Maryland 
Blvd in Dunkirk

Grasso said she was “absolutely thrilled” 
to see the enthusiasm of the new entrepre-
neurs and “such diverse leaps, with one 
facility for children that really gives the 
younger children a safe place where they 
can come and play and just be kids and not 
be on their computers. And it’s such a good 
setup for moms and dads. Just sit there and 
watch their kids play or to interact.

“And then further in the county, Jennifer, 
I really just liked her enthusiasm as well, 

and she was just so positive and such a big 
need for the county, for women’s wellness 
and for men as well.

“And then when I went to the Beach 
Supply place and Kimberly/”

Grasso reflected, “I don’t know that I 
would have the guts to do what they did, 
and I was so proud to be able to cut the 
ribbon for them because these women have 
just taken a giant leap that is going to add 
so much to our county. I was really enthu-
siastic, and I hope people will get to know 
them and will go to their places and keep 
their businesses going.”

She feels the county has lent them sup-
port. “I know they are because Julie (Oberg) 
and her group at Economic Development, 
when we do these ribbon cuttings, and of 
course I tell them, we’re behind them and 
we’re so happy that they have opened up in 
our community. But then Julie Oberg and 
her staff come up to them as well and let 
them know it doesn’t end here. ‘If you need 
anything, we are there for you. Don’t hes-
itate to call’.”

She said she felt “the county’s not putting 
you out there without oars. We will be the 
oars and we will help you with any ques-
tions, any problems, the good and the bad 
of being a business owner. So, I think that’s 
very positive.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Calvert Delegate 
Charged in Home 
Invasion
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Democrat Delegate Jeffrie Eugene Long, 
Jr., 26, of Huntingtown has been charged 
with home invasion and first-degree assault 
in connection with an incident that occurred 
Aug. 4 in Calvert County.

Long is accused of entering the unlocked 
residence of Debbria Ann Brown, also 
located in Huntingtown on Stephen Reid 
Drive, without permission or invitation and 
threatening both Brown and a male who was 
in the residence.

The victims in the case are 67 and 60 
years old, according to police reports.

Long, who represents areas of both 
Calvert and Prince George’s counties as 
the District 27 B delegate, recently voted 
to send SB 1, a bill that severely restricts 
the ability of concealed carry permit hold-
ers to carry a handgun in public, to Gov. 
Wes Moore’s desk, where it will likely be 
signed into law.

When police responded to a burglary 
complaint, Brown told them that Long 
entered her house through the unlocked 
front door with a metal pipe in his hand.

Long is alleged to have said: “Keep my 

name off your mouth or I’m going to put you 
six feet under,” charging documents stated.

The victim told police she was afraid for 
her life, court papers stated.

Long is said to have left the residence in 
a Mercedes, charging papers revealed, and 
police found a car matching that descrip-
tion when they went to Long’s Huntingtown 
address on Solomons Island Road to contact 
him after the alleged home invasion.

When they arrived, they encountered an 
“unknown female” who police referred to 
has uncooperative who said they could not 
talk to Long because he was in session.

When she called Long on her cell phone, 
she would not allow deputies with the 
Calvert County Sheriff’s Office talk to 
Long, court papers alleged.

Calvert State’s Attorney Robert Harvey, 
Jr., petitioned the court to assign a special 
prosecutor to the case as he declared his 
office had a conflict of interest in pursuing 
the matter, court documents show.

St. Mary’s County State’s Attorney Jaymi 
Sterling has agreed to assign Assistant State’s 
Attorney Lisa Ridge as special prosecutor on 
the case, according to court documents.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Whole Soul Wellness Studio, Solomons

Lets Play Indoor Playgroup, Prince Frederick

Beach Beauty Supply, Dunkirk
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urnitureGalleryFOf Prince Frederick
559 Solomons Island Road North  

Prince Frederick, MD
(In The Fox Run Shopping Center)

443-975-7313

PLUS Additional... 

EVERYTHING
IS ON SALE FOR

TWO WEEKS! 
Thousands Of Items!

15% OFF!
EVERY ITEM
WE CARRY!*

10% OFF! INSTANT 12 MONTHS
ALL AMERICAN DREW
FURNITURE!*

REBATE ON EVERY 
PURCHASE!*

FREE FURNITURE
FINANCING!*or + +

15% OFF!TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Furniture Collections!

Spring FlingFURNITURE SALE!
Beautiful Furniture For

Your Home YouWon’t Find 
Anywhere Else!

4-13-2022 Full Page ad (Furniture) Spring Fling_Postcard Furiture Gallery Prnter  4/11/23  10:51 AM  Page 1
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Lincoln2 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
Apartment 1215:

1 ,111 sq. ft.

Oversized windows and natural light

Large living room

Spacious Corner Apartment  
That’s Perfect for Entertaining

Lots of closet space 

Ful l-size washer and dryer

Granite countertops

Dishwasher

www.BrightviewCroftonRiverwalk.com
SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL VISIT TODAY!

L E T  YO U R  

 BrightBright  LIFE SHINE

Just north of Calvert County, Brightview Crofton Riverwalk 
residents have the freedom and opportunity to fill their 
days as they desire. Chef-prepared meals, music and 
entertainment, cultural and history events, fitness classes, 
movie nights, and more are available just down the hall from 
their apartment home. Come see why so many Calvert County 
seniors have already made the move to Brightview.

443.494.6901  
1301 Clarity Drive | Crofton, MD 21114

WITH PREMIER SENIOR LIVING CLOSE TO HOME

WE HAVE IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY

6Local NewsCalvertCalvert

Kimberly Allen: Finding a Niche to Fill a Void
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Kimberly Allen’s business plan was to fill 
a void in Calvert and surrounding counties. 
There was no beauty supply business.

Beach Beauty Supply in Dunkirk was one 
of three woman-owned small businesses to 
open recently in Calvert County.

Allen is a real estate agent and still does 
that part-time. But she got interested in the 
beauty business from her daughter, who is a 
beautician. And she admitted, “I’ve always 
loved playing with doll baby’s hair and just 
hair in general. And I noticed that in the 
county we didn’t really have a resource for 
synthetic hair, human hair, just hair care 
in general. We have lots of beauty salons, 
but not a beauty supply store. So, I’ve just 
always been fascinated with fashion and 
hair, and this just seemed like the business 
for me.”

Allen said, “My daughter went to 
Northern High School, and she was in the 
cosmetology program, so she’s kind of the 
one that got me interested in synthetic hair 
and lashes and makeup. She’s the one that 
kind of pushed me towards opening up the 
beauty supply.”

About starting the business, she said, “It 
definitely was challenging because it’s a 
startup business and there wasn’t a lot of 
competition and a lot of other beauty sup-

plies in the area. Funding has been challeng-
ing as far as getting loans and those types of 
things. But overall, with the help of my hus-
band, we were able to obtain private funding 
and launch our business.”

She also received some grant funding 
from the state of Maryland’s Project Restore 
program, an initiative of former governor 
Larry Hogan.

“It was a lot of paperwork. It definitely 
was,” she said, but her experience with 
real estate helped her get through the grant 
bureaucracy, she said.

The business is located in the Dunkirk 
Marketplace (Safeway shopping center, next 
to Hallmark Cards).

 She explained, “We sell all types of 
beauty supplies. That includes human hair, 
synthetic hair, ponytails, makeup, skincare, 
oils, wigs, and some fashion apparel. We 
have some baths, we have some dresses, we 
have some fuzzy slippers. We have lota of 
different fashion apparel and accessories.”

“I definitely have done my research and 
I’ve visited many beauty supplies over the 
years. But I’ve also talked to a few of the 
beauty supply owners that were having 
some difficulties and they gave me some 
guidance on marketing and what type of 
product to use. Also, social media has been 
very instrumental in helping me to research 
my target market areas and just provide a 
service for everyone,” Allen said.

Of her new business, 
she said, “It’s been 
going pretty well. Every 
day gets a little bit bet-
ter. It’s a small business 
and we’re just starting 
out. It’s just really get-
ting the notice out to 
people that we’re here 
and that we, we can pro-
vide the service that our 
county has needed for 
quite some time now.”

She has three employ-
ees, and her husband 
also pitches in. And that 
daughter who got her 
interested, “she does 
eyelashes on Saturdays. 
And she does eyebrows 
and makeup. She also 
helps with some of the 
wig installation when 
people come in to get the wigs.”

Allen advises others considering entre-
preneurship. “I would say definitely start 
with the business plan and do your research. 
Your market research is very important to 
know what your customers need and never 
give up because there’s going to be a lot 
of roadblocks. A lot of hurdles. You have 
to jump in and do a lot of long hours and 
you just have to be ready to engage in your 

business really fully. A hundred percent.”
She sees the possibility of a Beach Beauty 

2 and 3 sometime in the future.
They’re at 10366 Southern Maryland 

Blvd., Dunkirk. Their hours are Monday, 
1-5 p.m.; Tuesday-Friday, 12 to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Kimberly Allen at Beach Beauty Supply
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By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

“Right before I turned 40, I knew that 
I needed a long-term plan for my life 
and restaurant management was not it,” 
explained Jennifer Garner. Earlier this year, 
her plan came to fruition with the opening 
of her new business, Whole Soul Wellness 
Studio in Solomons.

Garner further explained, “I enjoyed my 
career previously in the restaurant industry, 
but I also knew that there was a higher call-
ing, and that it was time to change. It was 
just time to go back to school. So, I actu-
ally went back to school and while I was 
still working full-time right about the time 
that I was supposed to receive my license, 
Covid happened, and the world shut down. 
So that put a little halt to it in the beginning. 
So, once I was able to take the rest of my 
testing with the state of Maryland, and the 
world opened back up, I started my journey 
and I very quickly realized that I wanted to 
open a wellness center within the first three 
months of working.”

Garner said, “There’s a huge need in 
Southern Maryland. I was living in Anne 
Arundel County, in Crofton and was going 
through my own health issues, and I just 
refused to let that slow me down and pro-
ceeded as normal business. And I did work 
for some other establishments, but just kept 
that goal in mind that I wanted to open up 
my own place so that I could work a feasible 
and healthy work schedule for myself and 

my family.”
“It’s all been very fast rolling and fast 

developing,” she added. “I’ve had some 
very good opportunities working for other 
professionals in Calvert and St. Mary’s 
County who’ve been very supportive and 
helped me get where I am now.”

She launched the business in January and 
opened her doors in mid-February. “It’s been 
nonstop ever since.”

Her biggest challenge: “The hurdle is 
there are no business loans for my indus-
try. Everything that I’m doing is completely 
out of my own pocket, which has made it a 
very scary process. But I am very passionate 
about what I do for a living. So, I put the 
fear aside.”

There weren’t even any Covid-related 
business loans available, she said.

“I just decided to take the leap. But I now 
know that’s why many women don’t go into 
business is that fear factor. Honestly that’s 
not just women in business. I am a single 
parent, so it was very hard for me to make 
that decision to take the leap from being an 
employee or even a contracted therapist to 
100 percent working for myself, just because 
I am the only adult in the household.”

She chose Solomons because, she said, 
“I feel that in both counties, St. Mary’s 
and Calvert, people have to drive so far 
to receive holistic care. Most of my cli-
ents have told me they either have to go to 
Annapolis or the people on the St. Mary’s 
side have to drive all the way to Waldorf, 
and it’s a burden for them to work that into 

their schedule. So, I really wanted 
a middle place geographically for 
both counties. I have clients both 
in Calvert and St. Mary’s County.” 
And she added, “Solomons is such a 
peaceful and beautiful place”

“I am a therapeutic massage 
therapist,” she explained about her 
business. “I specialize, mostly in 
rehabilitative and injury rehab work. 
I also offer acupressure and myofas-
cial release, which is very helpful. 
That’s a lighter modality. I do have 
quite a few post-chemotherapy cli-
ents that come in when they’re ready 
to be cleared with their chemo and 
radiation treatments.”

She added, “I also do energy heal-
ing, which is called reiki, which is a 
Japanese modality.”

Garner noted, “During Covid, 
therapists did lobby. We were told 
that we could not work, so we all 
got with the state as far as getting 
insurance coverage for massage 
treatments. There are a lot of people deal-
ing with chronic pain. And so, the state has 
really been working well with the therapists 
to offer a non-medicinal form of pain man-
agement to help decrease the opiate crisis.”

What’s it like being a new entrepreneur? 
“It’s been very exciting. I would say the 
excitement of learning the ins and outs 
of small business has been challenging. 
Marketing was one area that I did not have a 
lot of experience in. So, I’ve been studying.”

“I will say I work a lot more now that 
I work for myself than I ever did as an 
employee for anyone else. But I really feel 
I was led to do the work that I’m doing, 
and I know that there’s a huge need, and 
so it’s very fulfilling. And opening my own 
business has brought me a sense of joy that 

I haven’t experienced before.”
Will her business grow from being a 

one-person shop? She said, “I think I’m 
going to need to expand, based on the 
amount of bookings that are coming in,” 
adding, “I think that would be a wonderful 
way to feed into the economy of the county.”

Her studio can be reached through their 
website: www.Massagebook.com/biz/
whole-soul-wellness, by phone at 240-466-
1444 or email at wholesoulwellnessllc@
gmail.com

The studio is located at 14350 Solomons 
Island Rd. S, Suite 202 B Solomons (second 
floor of the Avondale/CD Cafe Building).

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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Calvert County 
Prescription Medication
Take-Back Day
Saturday, April 22, 2023
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
No questions asked!
• Remove unused and expired medications 

from your home.

• Keep prescription medications from 
being abused.

• Prevention, treatment and recovery 
information will be available.

• Syringe disposal and Narcan training will 
be available at Northeast and Southern 
Community Centers. 

• Deterra medication drug disposal packets 
will be available free of charge for county 
residents. The packets allow medications 
to be deactivated and thrown in your 
household trash. Limit of three packets 
per family, while supplies last.

Drop Off Locations:
• Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 

Prince Frederick

• Maryland State Police, Barrack “U” 
Prince Frederick

• Northeast Community Center 
Chesapeake Beach

• Southern Community Center 
Lusby

Sponsored by the Calvert Alliance 
Against Substance Abuse, Inc.
For more information, call 410-535-3733.

Jennifer Garner: Finding a Higher Calling

Jennifer Garner, owner of Whole Soul Wellness

Calvert Residents 
Encouraged to Sign 
Up for Smart911

The Calvert County Department of Public 
Safety encourages residents to create a free 
Smart911 safety profile to have vital infor-
mation provided automatically to 911 call 
takers during an emergency. Smart911 
ensures that the details you would need to 
tell 911 are immediately available in the 
event you cannot verbally provide them.

Citizens can create a safety profile for 
their household or business that includes 
any information they want 911 and emer-
gency responders to have in the event of an 
emergency.  When a call is received by 911, 
a personalized safety profile is automatically 
displayed to the 911 call taker. All informa-
tion is optional, and citizens choose what 
details to include. Smart911 information is 
used only for emergency responses and is 
only made available to the 911 system and 
responders in the event of an emergency 
call in any county or town that supports 
Smart911.

Individuals can link both home and work 

addresses to their mobile phones, which can 
be passed on to emergency responders for 
a more detailed, rapid response. Additional 
information such as pets in the home, vehi-
cle details, medical information, photos 
and emergency contacts can be added to 
the safety profile. Users will be reminded 
to confirm or update their Smart911 pro-
file every six months in order to keep their 
account active.

Citizens can create a safety profile for 
their household at www.Smart911.com 
or on the Smart911 mobile app. Citizens 
with questions about Smart911 can contact 
Emergency Communications Chief Stanley 
Harris at 410-535-2890.

Find information on Calvert County 
Government services online at www.
CalvertCountyMd.gov. Stay up to date with 
Calvert County Government on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/CalvertCountyMd 
and YouTube at www.youtube.com/
CalvertCountyGov.
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Parenting Again:Parenting Again:  
Resource ConferenceResource Conference

        
        
      

     
       

Stepping in for 
Families Who Can't

Saturday, April 29 | 10am - 1pm
Calvert Library Prince Frederick

 For accessibility accommodations, please contact 
us at least 2 weeks prior to the event at 410-535-0291.

       
        

       

Are you parenting again? Join us to celebrate those 
who step in for families who can't. Come and speak 
with others who are parenting again.  Share tips on 
successes and learn how to handle the challenges. 
Local agencies and presenters will share helpful
resources on grief, bullying, online safety, social
opportunities, respite ideas, asset development,
legal topics and more.  

In partnership w/Calvert County Office on Aging,
Calvert Alliance Against Substance Abuse, Maryland Coalition of

Families and Calvert County Department of Social Services

Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults, 
Cremation Services and Pre-Need Planning

Family Owned and Operated by 
Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross

Where Life and Heritage are Celebrated

During a difficult 
time… still your best choice.

Owings
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane

410-257-6181

Port Republic
4405 Broomes Island Rd.

410-586-0520

Lusby
20 American Lane
410-326-9400

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com

Kids’ Laughter Fills New Women-Owned 
Business
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

There’s a new business in Calvert County 
that’s almost assured of having happy cus-
tomers. It’s a place for kids to come to 
play. The new Let’s Play Indoor Playgroup 
in Prince Frederick is owned by friends 
Chantae Ludwick and Yolanda Williams, 
one of three women owned small businesses 
recently opened in the county.

Ludwick talked to The County Times 
about the new business. She said she and 
Williams both have children. “We basically 
just thought of it from just going to other 
indoor playgrounds that are similar and just 
wanting to open up one for ourselves. We 
both have two young boys and just going to 
the different places and seeing how it was 
done, we just thought that we should open 
up our own.”

They got the idea to start the business in 
2019 but the plans were put on hold because 
of the pandemic. “In 2022 we decided to just 
move forward with it,”: Ludwick explained. 
They finally opened in February.

One of the impediments to getting started 
was securing all of the necessary permits. 
“Just learning about everything we needed 
because we went in full force. We didn’t 
know a lot going in,” she said. “But  it’s 
definitely a learning experience.”

They did most of the interior renova-

tions of the space in the Foix Run Shopping 
Center (between Big Lots and Game Stop) 
that used to be a shoe store, assisted in part 
by sone contractors.

There are other indoor playgrounds in 
Southern Maryland but none in the Prince 
Frederick area. Ludwick lives in Waldorf 
and Williams in Prince George’s County, 
but the two friends did their research and 
determined that there was a real need for an 
indoor play facility in the Prince Frederick 
area.

Ludwick said, “We have bounce houses. 
We’re a little bit similar to Pump It Up but 
we have a little bit of interactive play. We 
have a toddler area, and then we also have a 
block area where the kids can build different 
size blocks, Legos, and stuff like that.”

One thing missing in the 5,000-square-
foot facility is a large piece of play equip-
ment which was special-ordered but has not 
yet arrived due to supply chain issues.

“It’s one huge inflatable and it has differ-
ent things inside. So, it has like a basketball 
court area. It has an obstacle course area, a 
bounce area also within one big inflatable,” 
she explained.

Neither woman had any business expe-
rience, although Ludwick has a degree in 
Human Resources (she’s pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree).

Of the business aspect, she agreed, “It is 
a challenge.”

She said, “It helped me 
some with my human resource 
background only because we 
went through a lot of the sys-
tems that are used within the 
field. But yes, it’s definitely 
has been a learning experience 
for me.”

“Everything has been 
going well,” she said about 
the business since it opened 
in February.

“No surprises,” she added. 
“We’ve had a lot of support 
from the community. We have 
a lot of kids coming in, a lot 
of parents that come in in the 
morning with their kids. We 
also have daycare centers that 
come on for field trips. And 
then we have a study group 
also that’s going to start com-
ing once a month.”

They started on a smaller 
scale but do have expansion desires, she 
said. “We actually want something on a 
larger scale.”

Her advice to aspiring entrepreneurs: “I 
would just tell them to do their homework. 
Maybe even try to find a mentor. Although 
it’s hard these days because everybody 
wants to charge you for everything. Nobody 
wants to give free information.”

“Just do your homework first and just 
write down everything that you may need 
as far as opening a business, as far as signing 
a contract and what things that are included 
or may not be included. Have a lawyer look 
over your paperwork and just to make sure 
you know all that’s needed going in.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Yolanda Williams (l) and Chantae Ludwick, owners of Let’s Play 
Indoor Playgroup in Prince Frederick

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated. 
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply 
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
In Breezy Point Beach. $1000/month, all utilities included. 

Call 410-414-8072

Local NewsCalvertCalvert



Thursday, April 13, 2023Calvert County Times9

Calvert Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Calendar

Thu, Apr 13
Career Curious for Tweens and Teens

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Want to know more about an exciting 
career? Join an expert in the field to talk 
about what it’s like! Career Curious is 
for people aged 10-19 and their families. 
April Guest Speaker is: Jeff Brown from 
Mayweather Boxing & Fitness, Bowie. Hear 
all about how to be an entrepreneur and 
personal trainer from a local business pro-
fessional, 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way and Zoom
6:30-8 p.m. 

Get tips and support from other caregiv-
ers. Facilitated by Jeannette Findley and 
JC Hooker. Please register to receive the 
Zoom link. 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Fri, Apr 14
On Pins & Needles

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
1-4 p.m.

Bring your quilting, needlework, knitting, 
crocheting or other project for an afternoon 
of conversation and shared creativity. For 
library resources on this topic, click here! 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Sat, Apr 15
Community Yard Sale

Huntingtown High School
4125 Solomons Island Rd.
8 a.m.-noon

The Huntingtown High School RFL Club 
is the sponsor. In the front parking lot of the 
school. Reserve a spot for a $20 donation 
to the American Cancer Society. To reserve 
a spot or for more information, contact 
dibroof@gmail.com.

Earth Day Themed Story Walk 

American Chestnut Land Trust’s 
Griffin Meadow Trail
10 a.m. (all week) 

Self-Guided story walk designed for fam-
ilies with children with pages of book posted 
along trail. Free

Asian American Pacific Islander 
Cultural Festival

Calvert County Fairgrounds
10 a.m-2 p.m.

Join us to learn about and celebrate 
Asian American and Pacific Islander cul-
ture. There will be dancing, food, art proj-
ects, games and more. Co-sponsored by 
AARP Maryland, Calvert Library, Calvert 
County Parks & Recreation, Charles County 
Public Library, St. Mary’s Public Library. 
Enjoy performances and exhibits repre-
senting multiple cultures such as Korean, 
Hawaiian, Filipino, Chinese, Indian and 
Thai. If you’re interested in participating 
as a AAPI vendor, performer, or exhibitor, 
contact Robyn Truslow at 410-535-0291. 
Hints: Buy lunch from one of our Asian food 
vendors. Registration is not required but it 
helps us gauge interest. 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Family Game Day

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
1-4 p.m.

Come play games at the Southern 
Branch! Drop-in to play board and card 
games in the meeting room. Choose from 
our selection of classic and new games, or 
bring your own. We have Happy Salmon, 
Yahtzee, Doomlings, Sorry!, What Do 
You Meme Family?, Game of Thrones 
Monopoly, Jenga, chess, Last Word, and 
more. Children, teens, and their families 
are all welcome! Hot chocolate and donuts 
will be available. Registration not required. 
410-326-5289. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Sun, Apr 16
Bayside History Museum Lecture Series

North Beach Town Hall
1:30-2:30 p.m.

Hear Vincent Turner’s telling of the story 
of the 2nd and the 5th Ranger Battalions at 
Pointe-du-Hoc 79 years ago. Uniforms 
and equipment from World War II will be 
on display. Registration not required but 
will get you a reminder! Calvert Library, 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Southern Maryland Bluegrass

Calvert Elks #2620
1015 Dares Beach Rd, Prince Frederick
2 p.m. 

Southern Maryland Bluegrass at the Elks 
will feature High Fidelity, a group of young 
performers that has the heart of ‘50s and 
‘60s style of traditional Bluegrass music 
draws much of their inspiration from bands 
like Reno & Smiley, The Stanley Brothers, 

The Louvin Brothers, and Jim & Jesse.
Tickets for the show will be available at 

the door for $20 per person. Under twelve 
are admitted free with a paid adult. Food 
and beverages will be available for sale 
and there will be a 50/50 raffle as well as 
door prizes. The doors open at noon and the 
show will begin at 2 pm. For more informa-
tion go to: www.somdbluegrass.com or call 
301-737-3004.

Mon, Apr 17
Book Discussion

 Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
3819 Harbor Rd, Chesapeake Beach
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Join us this month to discuss “The 
Marriage Portrait” by Maggie O’Farrell. 
Florence, the 1550s. Lucrezia, third daugh-
ter of the grand duke, is comfortable with 
her obscure place in the palazzo: free to 
wonder at its treasures, observe its clan-
destine workings, and devote herself to her 
own artistic pursuits. But when her older 
sister dies on the eve of her wedding to 
the ruler of Ferrara, Modena and Reggio, 
Lucrezia is thrust unwittingly into the lime-
light: the duke is quick to request her hand 
in marriage, and her father just as quick to 
accept on her behalf. 410-257-2411. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Tue, Apr 18
School Readiness Series 
- Communication. 

Calvert Country School
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Boost your child’s language development 
and knowledgeof the world. Snacks, take 
home materials, and door prizes provided 
for all registered families. Calvert Library 
.410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Take Back the Night

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6:30pm-7:30pm. 

I Have the Right To: A HS survivor’s 
story of sexual assault, justice & hope. Meet 
Susan and Alex Prout, founders of “I Have 
the Right To” whose daughter Chessy is 
the survivor of high school sexual assault 
and author of the book “I Have the Right 
To.” In partnership with Commission for 
Women, Calvert County Sheriff’s Office, 
Calvert County State’s Attorney’s Office and 
Calvert Health Department. Place “I Have 
the Right To” on hold. 410-535-0291 or 301-
855-1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Wed, Apr 19
Reading Buddies

Calvert Library Fairview Branch
Rt. 4 and Chaneyville Road, Owings
6-7 p.m.

Help build your child’s reading confidence 
by reading to a teen. Bring your child and we 
will provide the teenager. Fun for all! Please 
email Mary for more information at least a 
week before the event. Do NOT register for 
the event! Recommend a book you liked as 
a child. Earn a service learning hour! 410-
257-2101. https://CalvertLibrary.info. 

Women Transitioning Back to the 
Workforce

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6-7:30 p.m.

Looking for a job after an extended gap in 
employment? Don’t miss this free, interac-
tive series with guidance on how to update 
your resume, negotiate your salary, and 
interview on Zoom. The CCCW wants to 
help the women of Calvert County re-enter 
the workforce with dignity and grace. This 
interactive Career Builder Series is offered 
by the Calvert County Commission for 
Women in partnership with Calvert Library. 
If you have questions or comments, please 
contact the Calvert County Commission for 
Women at calvertwomen@gmail.comAlisha 
aliasepsey@gmail.com 303-906-2954 . 

Thu, Apr 20
Little Minnows

Calvert Marine Museum
10:15 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. 

This month’s theme is Wacky Weather. 
For preschoolers ages 3 – 5, with an adult. 
This program focuses on one of the muse-
um’s three themes. Join us for story time and 
a takeaway craft, available while supplies 
last. Sessions are 25-40 minutes. Sign up 
at the Admissions Desk when you arrive. 
Programming is included with museum 
admission. 

S.T.E.A.M. PUNKS

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
6-7 p.m. 

Question, Discover and Explore! 
Experience new technology and tech-
niques as we adventure with science, engi-
neering, math and the arts! This month 
we’ll be getting lost and found with map 
making! For cartographers in grades K to 
7. Registration required. 410-326-5289. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info. 
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27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Call for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
It’s Spring! Time to get those 

stumps out!

Any size stump.
Uprooted stumps, root removal.

Make mowing easier 
this year!

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated. 
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply 
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness

SHELTIE PUPPIES FOR SALE
Stop By Weekdays 7am-6pm - Saturday 7am-5pm
25920 Friendship School Road Mechanicsville, MD

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, 
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing 

and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & 
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly 

Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter 
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to 

the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

JustCuttsLawns

Call 301-556-8335

Spring Spruce Up

Yard Clean up
Trimming shrubs

Seeding

Free 
Estimate

Brush Cleaning & Removal
Cut Beds & Mulch

Aerating Lawn

HANDYMAN SERVICES BY TOM

FREE ESTIMATES
301-884-6177 • 240-464-3978

• Drywall
• Painting
• Carpentry

• Bathrooms
• Kitchens
• Basements

• Sundecks
• Roofi ng
• Siding

We are a full-service home improvement company located
in Mechanicsville and serving all of Southern Maryland.

MHIC #16265
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St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Calendars

Sponsor our Event! See runforhospice.org or 
Call Emily 301-994-3075/Jim Dicus 240-925-5423 

 

I run for 
distance.  

And for
Hospice. 

Legendary Ultra Runner Mike Wardian 
World Marathon Challenge Champion 

3X Run for Hospice participant

“I’ve journeyed to 7 continents
in 7 days to run 7 marathons
to push the limits of mind and 
body.  But there are many
reasons to run for Hospice 
including an awesome
community vibe & the most
EPIC brunch on earth. But the
best reason? You’ll help
Hospice of St. Mary’s provide
care to those facing a terminal 
illness. Not a runner?  Do the
Fun Walk – a great way
to start your own journey”

 

100% of All Net Proceeds benefit Hospice in providing care to the terminally ill

26th  Run & Walk for Hospice 
Saturday, April 15th, 2023 Leonardtown, MD 

Register/sponsor runforhospice.org
“When you look back on life, you may find the greatest investment you 

ever made wasn’t in a stock or market, but in another person’s life”

26th Run & Walk for Hospice
Saturday, April 15th, 2023 | Leonardtown, MD | Register/sponsor at runforhospice.org

“When you look back on life, you may fi nd the greatest investment you
ever made wasn’t in a stock or market, but in another person’s life.”

Sponsor our event! See runforhospice.org or call: Emily 301-994-3075 | Jim Dicus 240-925-5423
100% of all net proceeds benefi t Hospice in providing care to the terminally ill.

THISTHISSATURDAY
SATURDAY

Thu, Apr 13
St. Mary’s County Public Schools 
Virtual Job Fair

Online
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

If you attended our in-person teacher job 
fair on March 25, this fair is not for you. 
But, if you could not participate in that fair, 
please sign up for our virtual teacher job fair. 
Our students can’t wait to meet you! 

Use this link to make an appointment: 
cfplus.page.link/dgkv

Fri, Apr 14
Annual Spring Book Sale

St Mary’s County Fairgrounds
Noon to 8 p.m.

The Friends of the St. Mary’s County 
Library (FOL) is holding its Annual 
Spring Book Sale at the St. Mary’s County 
Fairgrounds. The Friday sale is open only to 
FOL Members. Membership Information is 
available at www.stmalib.org and you may 

join at the door. Friday’s hours are: 12 to 8 
p.m. 100% of the net proceeds support the 
St. Mary’s County Library.

Rec & Parks Summerstock Auditions 
for School of Rock

Great Mills High School 
21130 Great Mills Rd, Lexington Park
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Auditions for this year’s Summerstock 
production, School of Rock, will be held 
April 14 and 15. Video auditions are also 
available. The age range is 10 to 22.

Roles to be cast include 35 adult charac-
ters (actors/singers/dancers aged 15 to 22 
playing parents, teachers, and more), 9 stu-
dents (actors/singers/dancers aged 10 to 14), 
plus Dewey (actor/singer/guitarist aged 15 
to 22), Katie (actor/singer/bass player aged 
10 to 14), Zach (actor/singer/guitar player 
aged 10 to 14), Freddie (actor/singer/drum-
mer aged 10 to 14), and Lawrence (actor/
singer/keyboard player aged 10 to 14).

For complete audition information and 
online audition form, download the audition 
info booklet at drive.google.com/file/d/1X-
tarf4ai2lb6IgJEj5pIiJtjPZ8KYr6M/
view?usp=share_link

Email Wade Thompson at smcsummer-
stock@gmail.com if you have questions.

Sat, Apr 15
SMAWL Kitten Shower

Cat Castle
20835 Callaway Village Way, Callaway
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SMAWL is hosting their Annual Kitten 
Shower in person this year at the Cat Castle! 
Come join us for fun games and prizes, bal-
loons, silent auctions, door prizes, popcorn 
and cotton candy, visit with our Castle cats, 
get your picture taken in our photo booth or 
with our newest mascot Princess. See our 
newly renovated facility, take a tour, learn 
more about what we do and how we rescue 
400 kittens per year! Fun for all ages and 
the whole family!

Am. Legion Pork Loin and Beef 
Sandwich Sale

American Legion Post 221
21690 Colton’s Point Rd, Avenue
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

American Legion Post 221 is sponsoring a 
pork loin and beef sandwich sale. Pork loin, 
sliced roast beef, and BBQ beef sandwiches 
will be sold on both Saturday and Sunday 
at American Legion Post 221 @ 21690 
Colton’s Point Rd (Rt. 242), in Avenue, 
MD. The event will be from 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. and sandwiches will cost $8.00 
each. For more information e-mail us at 
alpost221@aol.com or call 301*481*6625. 
Tell them you saw the announcement on the 
SoMD Internet Calendar.

Ongoing 
Annual Spring Indoor/Outdoor Yard Sale

Seventh District VRS Auxiliary
21506 Colton Point Rd, Avenue
April 15-22, 2023
Saturday Hours – 8 am to 12 pm
Sunday & Weekdays – 9 am to 3 pm
Outdoor Space Rental - $20.00

Call Trisha at 301-769-3214 or Peggy at  
301-481-7210 for information, donations or 
outdoor space rental. Thanks for your sup-
port of our fundraiser.
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Our Rights Too! Overlooked 
Women of Color in the Fight 

for Women’s Rights
Overlooked No More! Carol Simon 

Levin, storyteller and author of “Re-
membering The Ladies: From Patriots 
in Petticoats to Presidential Candi-
dates,” tells the story of the long fight 
for women’s rights emphasizing the 
overlooked role played by women of 
color. This is a virtual session held on 
Wednesday, April 19 from 6:30 – 8 p.m. 
A Q & A session will follow this presen-
tation. Register on www.stmalib.org. 

Friends of the St. Mary’s 
County Library Book Sale

Friday, April 14 – Sunday, April 16 at St. 
Mary’s County Fairgrounds

The Friends of the St. Mary’s County 
Library Annual Spring Book Sale offers 
thousands of gently used books at amaz-
ing prices! Cash, check, credit cards 
accepted.

Friday, April 14, 12 – 8 p.m. (Members 
Only – Not a member? Join today on 
https://folstmalib.wildapricot.org/ or join 
at the door!)

Saturday, April 15, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, April 16, 12 – 4 p.m.

Protect Yourself: Online 
Security and Privacy

Learn how to protect yourself and 
your information online at Leonardtown 
Library on Tuesday, April 18 from 10 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. Topics include using strong 
passwords and two-factor authentica-
tion, avoiding internet scams, and using 
freely available tools to limit the informa-
tion that’s collected and shared when 
you browse the web. Register on www.
stmalib.org. 

Using Census Records: 
The U.S. Federal Census and 

State Census Records
The U.S. Federal Census has been 

conducted every 10 years since 1790. 
These federal and state census re-
cords contain valuable information 
about your ancestors. Join us online 
on Tuesday, April 18 from 6 – 7 p.m. to 
learn about locating census records, 
what information was collected, and 
how you can use the information to 
make a timeline for your ancestors. A 
Zoom link will go out to participants 
the day before the program. Register 
on www.stmalib.org

St. Mary’s Department of Aging & Human Services
Programs and Activities Loffler Senior Activity Center 301-475-4200, ext. 1658

Garvey Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4200, ext. 1080
Northern Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4002, ext. 3101

Unless otherwise specified, all activities are open to Senior Activity Center participants ages 50+. Please call your local Senior Activity Center or visit StMarysMD.com/aging for the most up-to-date information.

Zumba Gold
This exciting class takes place at the 

Loffler Senior Activity Center on Mondays 
at 12:30 p.m. Geno will get you groovin’ 
with exciting dance-fitness workouts, fea-
turing upbeat world rhythms designed to 
provide a total-body wellness program that 
feels like a party while it revitalizes your 
mind and body. Are you a beginner? A high 
burner? Somewhere in the middle? Perfect- 
you can move at a pace comfortable for 
you! If you’ve never tried this class, you 
can check it out for free the first time. If you 
decide to keep it going, purchase a fitness 
card for $35 which is good for 10 fitness 
classes of any kind at any of the three senior 
activity centers in St. Mary’s County. Stop 
by any Monday in time for the 12:30 p.m. 
class armed with a water bottle and wearing 

comfortable fitness clothes!

Physical Therapy: New Technologies
The world of physical therapy has been 

ever-changing with new options since you 
last tried physical therapy (PT). Dr. Michael 
O’Brien of Freedom Physical Therapy will 
provide information on today’s latest and 
greatest PT technology. Join us at Northern 
Senior Activity Center on Thursday, April 
20, from 2-4 p.m. for this in-depth, fascinat-
ing presentation on aquatics, laser, cupping, 
dry needling, and more innovative tools. A 
Q&A session will follow. To register for this 
free event, click on the “View and Sign Up 
for Activities and Programs” button at www.
stmarysmd.com/aging. Accommodations 
can be made for those requiring registration 
assistance by leaving a message at 301-475-

4200, ext. 3115.

Supporting the Men & Women in Law 
Enforcement

The community is invited to join the 
Commissioners of St. Mary’s County, the 
Department of Aging & Human Services, 
and the Triad/SALT Council to thank this 
year’s Law Enforcement Officers of the 
Year and remember the men and women 
who gave their lives in service to their 
community. 

Law Enforcement Appreciation Day will 
be held on Tuesday, May 2, 11:30 a.m. at 
The White Rose, located at 21030 Point 
Lookout Road in Callaway, MD.

The Officer of the Year from each 
agency will receive recognitions from 
the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County, 

Governor Wes Moore, the Maryland Senate, 
the Maryland House of Delegates, the Triad/
SALT Council and more. 

The community is invited to stay for 
lunch, free of charge, following the cere-
mony. This event is free and open to the 
public.

For more information, contact Sarah 
Miller at 301-475-4200, ext. 1073, or at 
sarah.miller@stmaryscountymd.gov

Loffler Book Club
During the month of April read A Man 

Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. Discussion 
will take place on Friday, May 5, 2 p.m. at 
the Loffler Senior Activity Center. Contact 
Sheila.Graziano@stmaryscountymd.gov if 
you wish your e-mail address to be added 
to the book club contact list.

www.somd.comYour Online Community for Charles, 
Calvert, and St. Mary’s Counties

Stop by & see what Southern Maryland 
Online has to offer! Stay abreast of 

community happenings, speak your 
mind, & make new friends in the forums, 

or buy & sell in the most popular 
classified market in the area.

Calendars
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The Tackle Box 
Fishing Report
By Ken Lamb 
Contributing Writer

The new fishing season is having a slow beginning as cold fronts continue 
to keep us and the water chilly. This is the week that will get things going as 
day temps reach toward 80° and night temps stay above 50°.

Perch have been caught on the bay shore at Elms Beach, that lays between 
Cedar Point and Point Lookout. This is a fun public beach with a parking 
lot and picnic tables. Catches of medium sized perch have been consistent 
on blood worm bits. Perch should become available most everywhere as the 
water warms.

Catfish are the big-ticket item for the upper Potomac where charter and 
private boats are hauling in huge fish. The fish are easy to catch and eager to 
bite. Cut alewife or mud shad are the ticket for bait. The fish range from a 
couple of pounds up to 25 or 30 pounds, with the bigger fish more common. 
How big do these fish get? Fifty- or sixty-pound fish are not out of the question, 
and a monster close to 100 pounds would not surprise anyone. Bring big gear.

The season is closed for striped bass until May 1. There have been plenty 
of sightings and accidental hook and release of big cow stripers on their 
spawning run. If it is a late spawn, there will be big fish for trollers in the bay 
and Potomac when the season kicks off.

Black drum have been caught in the lower bay and in Tangier Sound.
Fresh water fishing is excellent with bass at St. Mary’s Lake and in local 

and public ponds hitting crank baits. Many are small, but there are a lot of 
them. Crappie have started at the Lake and live minnows fished below a bob-
ber and reeled in slowly will bring strikes. Crappie jigs are good cast around 
submerged structure. Pickerel will hit spinner baits.

DISAGREEMENTS, 
HANDSHAKES AND BEER

By Ronald N. Guy Jr. 
Contributing Writer

The calendar is light. March Madness and baseball’s opening day have 
passed. The NHL and NBA playoffs haven’t started. The NFL draft is weeks 
away. What then? In these bleachers we still lurk, looking for inspiration, 
something to quicken the pulse, to bet on, or to argue and fuss about.

That’s it: a good old fashioned verbal sparing among friends. Why not? 
Recognizing I have the stage here (so long as you don’t give me the hook), 
and 700 words of uninterrupted monologue, I ask for your patience. Some of 
this will prompt applause (or at least a quiet, affirming grin). Irritation will be 
the defining emotion for others. There will be a little bit of both for everyone 
– of this, I’m sure. So, stick with me. And thanks – in advance – for the time.

Here are some statements about music. The Rolling Stones are the great-
est band ever. Longevity. Ridiculously deep catalog. Killer live act. No one 
has written better songs than Bob Dylan. Singers: Aretha Franklin has no 
peer. None. Her album “I Never Loved A Man The Way That I Love You” is 
appointment listening. Do so soon if not immediately. No one has ever played 
the trumpet like Miles Davis. That’s a difficult admission because I love New 
Orleans. And if you love New Orleans, well…Louis Armstrong. To square 
with Mr. Armstrong, I anoint him jazz’s greatest artist of all time. There, I feel 
better. As for today’s music, there’s good stuff out there if you hunt. But most 
of the popular stuff is artificial-intelligence-generated crap. I’m laughing as I 
type that but I’m not entirely joking…it sounds like AI!

The planet’s climate is in peril. Why this doesn’t bind us is baffling; it 
threatens our security, the homes of millions, global stability and, for many 
devout people, the creator’s work. “Influencers” and Kardashians are over-
paid and overrated; teachers are underpaid and underrated. The obsession 
with trivial quibbles, demonization of fellow Americans and disregard of the 
truth, ignores existential threats and emboldens our real enemies. The con-
centration of wealth in the United States is disturbing; the lack of support for 
candidates proposing to address it is confounding. As a parent, the inaction 
to combat gun violence, to include common sense gun control, is maddening. 

And for sports, the reason you stopped by, enjoy the parade of likes and 
dislikes. The Masters had me in mental knots last weekend. The LIV golf-
ers annoy me – mercenaries chasing a bigger pot of gold – as does Augusta 
National and its record of racial and gender exclusion (no African American 
or female members until 1990 and 2012, respectively). A “tradition unlike 
any other”? But it’s The Masters – azaleas in bloom, Jim Nance’s soothing 
voice and all the best golfers competing for the green jacket – golf’s eden. 

Couple points on basketball. Michael Jordan is the greatest player of all 
time, okay. If you could pick one player to win one game, it’s Jordan. Second, 
I hate “load management” – stars sitting out games. Jalen Rose has a great 
idea. Instead of the statistical champs – scoring, rebounds, etc. - being crowned 
based on highest average, give it to the player who accumulated the most 
(points, rebounds, assists, etc.). Love it.

And finally – baseball. I’m crushing on the pitch clock. What do I feel 
when dumfounded pitchers and hitters get called for violations? Glee. Life is 
too short to see a batter adjust his helmet, gloves and other particulars after 
every pitch or pitchers staring blankly at the catcher in the set position with 
no intention of delivering a pitch before next Tuesday.

There’s a chance you find most of that agreeable; others find much of it 
nonsense, if not pure lunacy. Universal agreement or disagreement is unlikely. 
Which is fine. There are few absolutes in music, politics, sports or elsewhere. 
Opinions are entitlements. Conversations are healthy. Disagreements broaden 
perspectives. And in the end, there’s a handshake and a beer (if the parties are 
so inclined), a shared love of a team, a sport or a country. 

Or at least that’s how it was. How it should be. How it must be again.
Send comments to RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com

Sports

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 
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Calvert County residents can use their county tree coupon  
of $35 Per Tree. YES you can use both coupons  

and SAVE up to $60 PER TREE.

Oakville Garden Center 
41170 Oakville Road
Mechanicsville, MD

301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick Garden Center
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Spring Hours:   
Mon.-Fri. 9-6

Sat & Sun. 9-5

WentworthNursery.com 

Call to schedule a Consultation 1-800-451-1427  WentworthNursery.com

THE Wentworth eekly

Need better curb appeal, privacy, or more color in your landscape?

Walks  •  Walls  •  Ponds  •  Patios  •  Raised Planters  •  Gardens  •  Terraces  
Fire Pits  •  Columns  •  Outdoor Kitchens  •  Much More! 

Organic “Bay Friendly”  
lawn care PrOgram

 Top Dressing with Organic LeafGro or Orgro.  
Materials supplied & labor to install.

white hOuse  
lawn care PrOgram

(Premium Lawn 
Care Program)

LEAVE YOUR LAWN CARE TO US!

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
• Core Aeration
• Slice Seeding
• Organic Compost
• Over-Seeding

• Top Soiling
• Grading 
• Pavers & Flagstone
• Retaining Walls

• Pruning & Renovating
• New Planting & Color
• Walkways & Patios
• Spring Clean-Up & Mulching

WENTWORTH LAWN MANAGEMENTLANDSCAPE DESIGN BUILD

Schedule an appointment to get your landscape re-designed and take  
a fresh look at creating an enduring and colorful landscape,  

with balance, structure, scale, and unity.

*Visit trees.maryland.gov to  
download a coupon valid for $25 Off  

the purchase of any Native Tree priced 
at $75 or more. There is a list of  

all qualifying trees on the website. 

$$2525 OFFOFF THE PURCHASE THE PURCHASE 
OF ONE TREE*OF ONE TREE*

Easy & Convenient. 
 Order Online for Delivery.   

ShopWentworthNursery.com

Espoma 
Holly-Tone

18 lb bag
Only 

$1788ea.

Mix or Match  reg. $12.99 and up.   Excludes special hybrid varieties. Only plants listed.

PATRIOT HOSTAPATRIOT HOSTA DIANTHUSDIANTHUS

BLEEDING HEARTBLEEDING HEART NEPETANEPETASALVIASALVIA

RED ASTILBERED ASTILBE

GREEN GIANT 
ARBORVITAE

EMERALD GREEN 
ARBORVITAE

NELLIE STEVENS  
HOLLIE

ILEX STEEDS 
HOLLY

PRUNUS SKIP
LAUREL

LEYLAND 
CYPRESS

SWEET BAY MAGNOLIA

WHITE DOGWOOD

RIVER BIRCH

CERCIS RED BUD

Shade, Flowering & Ornamental Trees

Select Landscape Size 1 Gallon Perennials

Privacy Screening Trees & Shrubs

Save $1000 Off When You Buy 5 or More

BUY 10 or More Privacy Trees SAVE 20% Off

SPECIAL SAVINGS at our Two Garden Centers
Oakville & Prince Frederick

ANY RADIUS  
Root Spade, Assassin  
Shovel, Edging Hand  
Trowel, and Many More.

GREENVIEW  
Preen 
Shaker 
Can
5.6 lb Only

 $1988

Now 
25% OFF

GREENVIEW 
Weed and Feed

5000 sq. ft. 
$3988

15,000 sq. ft. 
$7488

Colonial Gray 
or  

Natural Wall 
Stone Pallets

Full Pallet Only $34888 ea.
when you buy 2 or more pallets

Miracle Gro 
Shake & Feed

4.5lb 
Container 
$1988

Wentworth 
White House Grass

SPECIAL

50lb $21999
25lb $11900
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ROOFING • GUTTER • SIDING

301-373-8111
www.truhome-exteriors.com

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION

HAIL, WIND, OR STORM

DAMAGE?

SERVING SOUTHERN MARYLAND FOR OVER 25 YEARS

How to Make Outdoor Living Spaces 
More Comfortable

Private backyards are now go-to spaces 
for recreation and entertainment and great 
places to recharge the body and mind.

One ripple effect of the COVID-19 pan-
demic was more time spent outdoors, even 
if it was predominantly on one’s own prop-
erty. OnePoll, in conjunction with the lawn 
care company TruGreen, surveyed 2,000 
American homeowners and found partic-
ipants spent 14 hours outside every week 
in 2021, which was three hours more than 
prior to the pandemic. In addition, respon-
dents admitted that time spent outdoors was 
therapeutic. 

A separate survey conducted for 
the International Casual Furnishings 
Association found that people now spend 
more time relaxing, gardening, exercising, 
dining, and entertaining outside than in 
years past. Though COVID-19 may no lon-
ger dominate headlines, the desire to enjoy 
outdoor spaces has not waned.

While enjoying outdoor living areas, 
homeowners can do all they can to make 
these spaces comfortable and welcoming. 
The following are some good starting points.

Get all lit up
Outdoor spaces can be enjoyed no mat-

ter the hour when there is ample lighting. 
That could be why the International Casual 

Furnishings Association reports those who 
plan to renovate their outdoor spaces list 
outdoor lighting as a priority. Outdoor 
lighting not only sheds light on entertain-
ing spaces, but also makes spaces safer and 
more secure.

Increase privacy
No matter how friendly homeowners 

are with their neighbors, there comes a 
time when privacy is paramount. Fencing, 
whether it is wood or vinyl, or even a natural 
fence made from closely planted hedges, 
can ensure residents feel comfortable ven-
turing outdoors to swim, take a cat nap or 
even star gaze in private.

Address the elements
Homeowners should note the direction 

their backyard faces and the typical daily 
conditions of the space. For example, a 
yard that faces southwest may get plenty 
of strong sun during the day, requiring the 
addition of shade trees, covered patios or 
arbors to cut down on the glare and heat. If 
the yard is often hit by winds, trees or bushes 
planted strategically as windbreaks can help.

Sit comfortably
High-quality comfortable seating 

increases the liklihood that homeowners 

will want to stay awhile in their outdoor 
spaces. A deep seating set complete with 
plush chairs, outdoor sofa or love seat and 
chaise lounge chairs gives people more 
opportunity to sit and stay awhile.

Take a dip
A pool can be the perfect gathering spot 

on a warm day, while a spa/hot tub can 
bridge the gap to cooler weather. According 
to the Family Handyman, soaking in hot 
tubs can relax tired muscles after a long 
day, loosen up stiff joints, improve cardio-

vascular health, and reduce the time it takes 
to fall asleep. 

Bite back at bugs
Homeowners may want to consider using 

a professional exterminator to get rid of 
ticks, mosquitoes and other nuisance insects 
from outdoor spaces.

As people spend more time enjoying 
their properties, they can consider the many 
ways to make outdoor living spaces more 
comfortable.
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The Basics of 
Fertilizing a Lawn

Spring marks the return of lawn and gar-
den season. Lawns often bear the brunt of 
winter’s wrath, so spring is a great time to 
nurse them back to health, and fertilizing can 
be an essential component of that process.

Fertilizing a lawn can be intimidating. 
An array of fertilizers, with each seemingly 
designed to address a different issue, can 
make homeowners’ heads spin when visiting 
their local lawn and garden center. However, 
fertilizing is a very simple task that any 
homeowner can tackle. In fact, fears about 
fertilizing are often unfounded and can be 
overcome with some basic knowledge of 
the process. 

• Identify which type of grass is in the 
yard. The home improvement experts 
at HGTV note that turfgrass is divided 
into two categories: cool-season grass 
and warm-season grass. A local lawn 
and garden center can help homeown-
ers identify which type of grass is in 
the yard, and this often depends on 
location. Fescue, bluegrass and peren-
nial ryegrass are some examples of 
cool-season grasses, while Bermuda, 
bahia, St. Augustine, and zoysia are 
considered warm-season grasses. 
Identifying which type of grass is in 
the lawn is important because that will 
indicate when to fertilize. Cool-season 
grasses are typically best fertilized in 
early spring, while warm-season lawns 
can benefit from an application just 
before especially warm temperatures 
arrive.

• Survey the lawn to identify which 
spreader to use. A small yard or a 

thriving lawn with only a few bald 
or unsightly patches may not need a 
full application of fertilizer. In such 
instances, a hand spreader can suffice. 
For larger lawns and areas, a broadcast 
spreader is the ideal option. Spreaders 
have multiple settings, and the fertil-
izer package will indicate which set-
ting to utilize when using the product.

• Test the soil prior to purchasing fertil-
izer. The lawn experts at Pennington® 
note that a simple soil test can reveal 
soil pH and phosphorous and potas-
sium levels. Soil tests can be pur-
chased at most home improvement 
stores and lawn and garden centers, 
and they can help homeowners deter-
mine which fertilizer will most benefit 
their lawns. 

• Water the lawn prior to fertilizing. The 
experts at Scotts® recommend a good 
watering a few days prior to fertiliz-
ing a lawn. Such an approach ensures 
the soil is ready to accept the fertilizer 
once it’s applied.

• Follow the instructions carefully. 
Detailed instructions are typically pro-
vided on fertilizer product packaging. 
Once homeowners have identified and 
purchased the product they need, they 
can simply follow the instructions on 
the packaging, including how and 
when to water after application, which 
can make fertilizing less intimidating. 

Fertilizing in spring can help a lawn 
recover from the previous summer and 
winter, ensuring it’s lush and green when 
summer entertaining season arrives. 

Did you know? 
The National Association of Landscape Professionals notes that lawns 

can support a significant number of insects feeding on them because 
the grass grows much faster than the insects can damage it. But 

noticeable damage, such as brown patches in the grass, severed 
roots and grass that is easily pulled up, indicate that insect in-

festations are significant enough to require intervention. 
Lawn care professionals can work with homeowners 
to develop solutions to address insect infestations. 

Infestation prevention involves a handful of strategies, not 
the least of which is ensuring a lawn is properly cared for. Such 

care delivers nutrients to the lawn and reduces its risk of becoming 
undernourished. Undernourished lawns are more vulnerable to insect 

infestations and weeds.
WWW.CERTIFIEDCARPETANDAIRDUCTCLEANING.COM

FREE ESTIMATES • 301-373-4791

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

GO TO OUR WEBPAGE FOR 
MONEY SAVING OFFERS

$50 OFF AIR DUCT 
CLEANING

–OR–

FREE CARPET 
CLEANING

Two rooms (up to 400 sq. ft.) of carpet cleaning free w/ purchase of air duct cleaning. 
Cannot be combined with other off ers.

EXPIRES 5/12/23

AIR DUCTS

DRYER VENTS

CARPET 
CLEANING

GET YOUR SPRING 
CLEANING STARTED 

It’s the eco friendly way to sanitize your 
environment and protect your loved ones.

Ask about our offer dryer vent cleaning special.
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• ASPHALT REPAIR
• SEAL COATING
• STRIPING
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
• MHIC #109073

301-997-0006 • INFO@JEFFSTREE.COM • JEFFSTREE.COM

• TREE REMOVAL
• TREE TRIMMING
• STUMP GRINDING
• FERTILIZATION
• FREE ESTIMATE
• FULLY INSURED
• LTE #995

• ASPHALT REPAIR
• SEAL COATING
• STRIPING
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
• MHIC #109073

301-997-0006 • INFO@JEFFSTREE.COM • JEFFSTREE.COM

• TREE REMOVAL
• TREE TRIMMING
• STUMP GRINDING
• FERTILIZATION
• FREE ESTIMATE
• FULLY INSURED
• LTE #995

Should I DIY?: 3 Questions 
to Decide Whether to 
Renovate On Your Own

A do-it-yourself mentality has taken hold 
in millions of households across the globe. 
Popular television channels like HGTV and 
DIY Network as well as accessible home 
improvement content on apps like YouTube 
has inspired many homeowners to tackle 
renovation projects around their homes. 
Taking such initiative is admirable, though 
it also can prove costly if homeowners end 
up biting off more than they can chew.

Home improvement videos and television 
shows have a tendency to oversimplify ren-
ovation projects, potentially giving home-
owners a false sense of confidence in their 
DIY abilities. A concerted effort on the part 
of homeowners to determine if it’s best to 
renovate on their own or hire a professional 
should always be the first step of any reno-
vation project. No two homeowners are the 
same, but the following three questions can 
help homeowners determine if DIY is their 
best option.

1. Can I afford to DIY?
Professional home improvement projects 

are costly for a variety of reasons. Materials 
can be costly, but so are the tools and labor 
necessary to do the job right. Homeowners 
may not have the tools necessary to com-
plete complicated projects. Specialty tools 
can be expensive to purchase or even rent, 
and the cost of acquiring such tools should 
be included in any DIY project cost esti-
mates. Labor also factors heavily into pro-
fessional projects, and for good reason. 
Talented contractors have unique skills that 
have been developed and perfected over 
many years. Those skills can ensure proj-
ects are completed quickly and correctly. 
Labor may seem costly, but such costs may 
ultimately prove to be a bargain compared 

to the cost of fixing DIY mistakes. Projects 
that are minor in scope and don’t require the 
use of potentially costly specialty tools may 
be better suited for weekend warriors than 
more complicated renovations.

2. Do I have the time? 
Homeowners must determine how much 

time they have to complete a project before 
deciding to do it themselves. No one wants 
to spend months staring at an unfinished 
renovation project. Homeowners who are 
already pressed for time may not be able to 
complete projects in a timely fashion, which 
can make homes less comfortable and even 
less safe.

3. Can I pull this off?
DIY projects can instill homeowners 

with a sense of pride in their homes, but it’s 
imperative that homeowners considering the 
DIY option conduct an honest assessment 
of their skills. A lack of renovation expe-
rience does not necessarily mean a home-
owner cannot successfully complete a DIY 
project. But in such instances, it may be best 
to start with small, straightforward projects 
and then gradually move up to bigger, more 
complicated projects as skills are fine tuned. 
And homeowners who have never been at 
their best with a hammer in hand should 
not be ashamed to leave the work to the 
professionals.

Television shows and online tutorials can 
make renovations appear easier than they 
actually are. Homeowners considering DIY 
renovations can ask themselves a handful 
of questions to determine if they’re ready 
for the challenge of renovating their homes 
on their own.
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Stay safe around 
power lines
With the return of spring, many people are excited to head 
outdoors and get started on some projects around the 
house and yard. It’s important to stay safe and be aware of 
overhead power lines. Look up.

• Never climb power poles or transmission towers.

• Never climb trees near power lines.

• Keep equipment away from overhead lines when carrying 
ladders, pool skimmers, and pruning tools

• If you are doing work close to power lines—such as 
trimming trees, working on your roof, or doing exterior 
renovations—keep yourself, your ladder, and anything you 
are handling a safe distance from the power line.

• Contact SMECO to disconnect power if you are doing work 
that requires close contact with overhead lines attached  
to your home. 

• Use a licensed electrician for all electrical work.

• Plant trees away from power lines.

Download our free mobile app or use our texting 
service to report an outage or pay your bill.
smeco.coop/services

In addition to 
overhead lines, 
SMECO has many 
underground  
electric lines.  
Call Miss Utility at  
811 before you dig.

Doyle’s Carpet & Furniture
 20041 Point Lookout Rd. •  Lexington Park 

www.doylesofsomd.com

I’m Norm Doyle! 
We are open!

Call Us at 
301-994-3650

Family Owned & Operated in 
Southern Maryland 

Since 1969

See Doyle’s for any 
type of flooring needs!

LBT plank flooring, 1st quality, 12 mill, $2.39 sq. ft.!! 
Price subject to change, exact styles at this price depend on availability

 Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am -5:30 pm, Sat. 9:00 am -3:00pm. 
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The Benefits of an 
Energy-Efficient Home

Consumer efforts to be more eco-con-
scious are more and more noticeable. For 
proof of that, one need look no further than 
the increase in vehicle charging stations. 
Such stations are more accessible than ever 
and illustrate that consumer preference is 
increasingly leaning toward products that 
leave as small a carbon footprint as possible.

Another indicator of a growing interest 
in eco-friendly products is the popularity 
in energy-efficient homes. In fact, a recent 
survey from the National Association of 
Home Builders found that energy-efficient 
features are among the most sought-after 
“must-haves” among homebuyers. Among 
those surveyed, 83 percent desired Energy 
Star-rated windows, 81 percent wanted 
Energy Star-rated appliances and 80 percent 
preferred energy-efficient lighting. 

Though eco-conscious sensibilities com-
pel millions of homeowners to make their 
homes more energy-efficient, that’s not the 
only reason to upgrade your home. The fol-
lowing are a handful of the many benefits of 
energy-efficient homes.

• Save money: Inflation was one of the 
biggest stories of 2022, as the cost of 
living rose dramatically in the wake of 
world events. According to data from 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
inflation led to an overall 6.5 percent 
increase in prices. But that increase 
was dwarfed by the cost of electric-
ity, which increased by 14.3 percent in 
2022. Energy-efficient appliances can 
help homeowners overcome that spike, 
as the U.S. Department of Energy indi-
cates upgrading to such products can 

help homeowners reduce their energy 
costs by as much as 30 percent.

• Improve resale value: As the NAHB 
survey indicates, modern homebuyers 
want energy-efficient homes. They’re 
also willing to pay more for such 
homes. Research from the mortgage 
lender Freddie Mac found that homes 
with energy-efficient ratings sold for 
nearly 3 percent more on average than 
homes without such ratings.

• Live healthier: The benefits of 
energy-efficient homes aren’t just 
economic, though health-related ben-
efits certainly produce an economic 
incentive as well. According to the 
American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy, insulation and air 
sealing protect individuals from heat 
waves and other ripple effects of cli-
mate change. The ACEEE notes that 
weatherization can improve indoor air 
quality and comfort, a notable benefit 
for asthma sufferers and seniors. In 
fact, the ACEEE estimates that inte-
grating energy efficiency programs in 
homes could reduce seniors’ risk for 
falls in their homes, potentially sav-
ing $2 billion in fall-related health 
care costs over the next decade, and 
improve asthma outcomes, which 
could reduce health care costs by as 
much as half a billion dollars.

Energy-efficient products and practices 
pay numerous dividends, making them a 
worthy expenditure for any homeowners 
looking to upgrade their homes.

LOCAL ADVERTISING 
IS MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT IN THE NEXT HOME 
IMPROVEMENT GUIDE.  
CONTACT US AT 301-373-4125
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NEED A NEW LOOK? 
CHECK OUT OUR STAMPED AND 
COLORED CONCRETE SERVICES 

BELOW! 
 

        

         

 

GREAT MILLS TRADING 
POST 

____ 

RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL! 

____ 

WE OFFER EXPOSED 
AGGREGATE 

____ 

STAMPED CONCRETE 
AND MORE! 

____ 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE 

 
GREAT MILLS TRADING 

POST 
20171 Point Lookout Rd. 
Great Mills, MD. 20634 

301-994-0300 
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Repair, Refi nishing, 
Antique Restoration & Reupholstery

Kitchen Cabinet & Exterior Door Refi nishing

 301-884-3011 • schoenbauer.com
30507 Potomac Way, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

Quick and Easy Ways to Give Your Kitchen a 
New Look

Kitchens are often described as the bus-
iest rooms in a home. Kitchens are where 
meals are prepared and tend to be go-to 
gathering spots on holiday get-togethers 
and during other events when homeowners 
host family and friends.

With so much time spent in the kitchen, 
it’s easy to see how homeowners might 
grow a little bored by these rooms. The 
cost of a kitchen remodel won’t be cheap, as 
the home improvement resource Angi.com 
notes that the typical cost of such a project 
in the United States is between $13,000 and 
$38,000. Angi.com estimates even indicate 
that a high-end remodel could cost home-
owners as much as $61,000. That’s beyond 
many homeowners’ budgets. But the good 
news is that there are many quick and easy, 
not to mention less expensive, ways to give 
a kitchen a new look.

• Repaint and restyle the cabinets. 
Cabinet space is an undeniably pre-
cious commodity in a kitchen, espe-
cially as more and more homeowners 
embrace their inner chef and cook 
more complicated meals at home. 
After all, the more expansive a home 
chef’s culinary repertoire, the more 
space that person needs to store all 
the tools of the cooking trade. A full 
cabinet replacement is unnecessary 
if the cabinets are still functional and 
not overcrowded, so repainting them 

can be a great way to give the kitchen 
a new look while keeping costs rea-
sonable. During the painting project, 
homeowners can install new cabinet 
knobs and/or drawer pulls to freshen 
up the style of the cabinets even 
further.

• Install under-cabinet lighting. Another 
inexpensive way to give a kitchen a 
new look is to install under-cabinet 
lighting. Under-cabinet lighting serves 
both an aesthetic and practical pur-
pose. From a purely aesthetic stand-
point, under-cabinet lighting can make 
a kitchen feel more warm and keep the 
kitchen illuminated when meals aren’t 
being prepared and homeowners don’t 
want to have their overhead lights on 
but still want to be able to navigate 
the kitchen safely. During meal prep, 
under-cabinet lighting can illuminate 
counters so it’s easier to chop, peel and 
perform other prep tasks.

• Replace the existing backsplash. 
Replacing backsplash is another sim-
ple, inexpensive and effective way to 
give a kitchen a new feel. Homeowners 
can opt for something neutral that 
won’t upset their existing decor or 
go with a more bold backsplash that 
immediately draws the attention of 
anyone who enters the room. This 
simple job can be done by the aver-

age do-it-yourselfer and the cost of 
new backsplash won’t break the bank.

• Replace existing seating. Whether 
you have an island countertop with 
bar stools or a breakfast nook with 
cushioned seats, replacing the seating 
is a budget-friendly job that can create 
a new look when entering the room. 
Countertop bar stools come in many 
styles, so giving this area of the kitchen 
a new feel can be as simple as shifting 

from classic, high-back stools to more 
modern swivel stools with a chrome 
base. For the breakfast nook, replacing 
a light-colored bench cushion with a 
bolder alternative can instantly trans-
form the look of the space.

Kitchen remodels can break the bank. But 
there’s a host of budget-friendly ways for 
cost-conscious homeowners to revitalize 
these popular spaces in their homes. 
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SERVICE
Taylor Gas Company offers full service 
installation and repair for a breadth of 
propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY
The customer is our top priority here at Taylor 
Gas. We provide 24 hour emergency service 
and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland 
area.

EXPERIENCE
Combining extensive training with 68 years of 
on-the-job experience, you can be sure that 
you’ll be getting the best service available.

21434 GREAT MILLS RD. • LEXINGTON PARK • MD    
WWW.TAYLORGASCOMPANY.COM
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Five Signs It’s Time to Renovate

Homeowners renovate their homes for a 
variety of reasons. Renovations can increase 
the value of a property and make homes 
safer and more comfortable for their occu-
pants. Improvements also can be made to 
stay current with the times or to give a home 
a new vibe.

Statista projects $510 billion will be 
spent on home improvements in 2024. 
The home improvement market is gener-
ating significant revenue. In fact, nearly 
a quarter of Americans opting to reno-
vate their homes will spend an average of 
$10,000 on their projects. According to a 
Home Stars Renovation report, 8 percent 
of Canadian homeowners who have reno-
vated have spent more than $20,000 on a 

home improvement project.
Kitchens and bathrooms often get the 

most attention when it comes to home 
improvement. However, every room and 
space in a home may need a renovation at 
some point, and the following are five signs 
it’s time to renovate.

1. Age: The National Association of 
Home Builders states that 50 percent 
of U.S. homes are over the age of 40. 
That means that age alone could dictate 
a need to renovate, particularly if some 
materials are original to the home. For 
example, asphalt roofs typically last 25 
to 30 years, while window frames can 
last 20 to 50 years depending on how 
well they have been maintained.

2. Inconvenient layout: Some home-
owners scratch their heads when 
faced with awkward floor plan layouts. 
While one may live with the inconve-
nience for some time, typically a floor 
plan that isn’t working for the home-
owner is a major driver of renovations.

3. Outdated looks: A home can look 
dated even if it is a relatively recent 
build. That’s because trends change 
quickly. For example, dark, cherry 
cabinets that were popular just a lit-
tle while ago have now been replaced 
by lighter color palettes. Homeowners 
whose homes do not match the looks 
emulated in design magazines may 
consider a change, particularly if 
they’re planning to sell soon.

4. Deterioration: Signs of water, 
storm or structural damage should be 
addressed as soon as possible. Any 
deterioration should be a strong indi-
cator that it’s time to renovate.

5. Efficiency: Escalating utility bills 
could be indicative of an inefficient 
home. Homeowners can conduct 
energy audits and then improve the 
areas where energy loss may be occur-
ring, such as windows, doors, siding, 
and insulation.

Homeowners can renovate their homes 
when they see fit, but various signs may 
warn that it’s time consider updating or 
remodeling a home.

Exterior Renovations 
with the Best Return 
on Investment

Remodeling with a return on investment 
in mind can be a smart strategy for home-
owners, whether one is thinking about mov-
ing in the next few months or further down 
the road. Though this approach is an inexact 
science, in many instances, it’s savvy for 
homeowners to consider what buyers may 
want when planning home improvements.

Homeowners may be surprised to learn 
which renovations garner the best ROI at 
resale. The home loan and refinancing com-
pany RenoFi indicates that overall home 
improvement projects provide a 70 percent 
ROI on average. Many high-ROI projects 
add functional space and improvement. The 
following are some exterior renovations that 
help homeowners recoup the most money at 
resale, according to Remodeling magazine’s 
“2022 Cost vs. Value Report.”

1. Garage Door Replacement: 93.3 per-
cent recouped of $4,041 cost

2. Manufactured Stone Veneer: 91.4 per-
cent recouped of $11,066 cost

3. Siding replacement (Fiber Cement): 
68.3 percent recouped of $22,093 cost

4. Window replacement (Vinyl): 67.5 
percent recouped of $20,482 cost

5. Siding replacement (Vinyl): 67.2 per-
cent recouped of $18,662 cost

6. Window replacement (Wood): 66.3 

percent recouped of $24,388 cost
7. Deck addition (Wood): 64.8 percent 

recouped of $19,248 cost
The majority of renovations on 

Remodeling magazine’s list of the best 
investments are exterior renovations, mak-
ing this area of a home a particular point of 
interest for homeowners. The only interior 
project that cracked the Top 10 ROI for proj-
ects was a minor midrange kitchen remodel.

Exterior renovations perhaps add the most 
bang for your buck because they’re not only 
functional, but also because they add immedi-
ate curb appeal. Much in the way it has been 
said people eat with their eyes first — which 
is why chefs spend so much time on elaborate 
plating — buyers will judge a property by 
how it looks when they arrive, even before 
they’ve stepped inside a home. In essence, 
home buyers often judge a book by its cover. 
A worn exterior may indicate to potential 
buyers that the home was not maintained, 
however false that assumption may be.

It’s important for homeowners to consider 
all factors before beginning a renovation. 
Certain projects offer a stronger return on 
investment than others, and that’s a signifi-
cant consideration for homeowners thinking 
of selling their homes. 

Did you know? 
Home renovations can improve a 

home in many different ways. Modi-
fications to kitchens and bathrooms 
have long been popular projects, 
but are they the most popular ren-
ovations? According to data from 
Realm, which analyzed the top 10 
most popular projects from roughly 
2.8 million listings and permit filings 
in the United States in 2022, certain 
projects are more popular than oth-
ers. Nationally, the most common 
home renovations include interior 
painting, exterior painting, finishing 
a basement, installing or replacing 
windows, and bathroom remodel-
ing. Houzz polls have unveiled that 
renovating kitchens and bathrooms, 
new windows and porches, balcony 
and deck projects are among the 
most popular. 

Repairs & Installation
Garage Doors • Broken Springs •  Panel Replacement

Garage Door Openers • Annual Maintenance Agreements
Service on All Makes & Models

Commercial & Residential
101 Skipjack Road • Suite 2 
Prince Frederick, MD
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H o m e  I m p r ove m e n t s  a n d  R e p a i r s

U n ex p e c t e d  E x p e n s e s  o r  E m e r g e n c i e s

E d u c a t i o n  E x p e n s e s

M e d i c a l  B i l l s

C o n s o l i d a t i n g  D e b t

*Best rates are based upon approved credit.  The rate is a 
variable rate and may increase. Maximum rate is 15%. Closing 
costs estimated at $2,200 to $2,400 on a $60,000 HELOC. APR 
= Annual Percentage Rate. Federally Insured by NCUA.

www.cpfcu.com | 301-863-7071 

** Please consult your accountant.

You can use a HELOC for virtually 
any purpose. Common uses include: 

Using Your HELOC

CEDAR POINT
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

A HELOC is a great option for many homeowners. It offers flexibility, could provide tax 
benefits**, and allows homeowners to access a significant amount of credit. Ideally, the 
equity in your home could go up every year as home values rise, and your loan principal will 
decrease by making monthly payments. Keep in mind that market conditions could cause 
your home to lose both value and equity. It’s important to act quickly to capture the equity 
you may have today.

Instead of Moving, Start Improving!

REGISTER FOR OUR 
FINANCIAL WELLNESS 
SEMINARS!

*

NMLS #449975

8 %
A P R.75

RATES AS LOW AS
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(301)-475-8500
41590 Fenwick Street • P.O. Box 270 • Leonardtown, Maryland 20650

www.mgfh.com

Providing trusted service to the community for over 100 Years

Obituaries

Eldred Greenwell, 87

Eldred Wilkinson 
Greenwell, October 
28, 1935 – April 5, 
2023 

Eldred, son of 
William F. Greenwell 
and Estelle P. 
Wilkinson, was born 
in Washington, D.C. 

and raised in St. Mary’s County, Maryland, 
where as a boy, he was known as Sonny. He 
attended St Mary’s Academy and graduated 
in 1954. Eldred entered Military Service in 
the US Army that summer and served Active 
Duty in Okinawa, Japan 1955 – 1957. He 
continued his education at the University of 
the Americas, Mexico City, where he gradu-
ated in 1960, and pursued graduate studies at 
George Washington University, University of 
Maryland and St. Mary’s College of Maryland. 

In 1962 Eldred began his teaching career, 
serving St. Mary’s County Public Schools 
as a high school Social Studies teacher until 
he retired in 1985. He was also known as a 
landlord with rentals in Leonardtown and on 
Greenwell Hill in Medley’s Neck, where he 
also raised donkeys and geese. With his busi-
ness partner Jimmy Brown, he owned the 
Sunoco Station in Leonardtown, where they 
opened a liquor store. The two also owned a 
bar and convenience store in Medley’s Neck 
known as The Country Store. 

Eldred loved boating, especially sailing 
and owned several boats. He obtained a 
Captain’s license and assisted boat owners in 
transporting their boats up and down the East 
Coast. Eldred also owned Joy Point Marina 
while in his 70’s and 80’s. He traveled exten-
sively, visiting the Philippines, many coun-
tries in Europe, all over Central and South 
America, and the islands of the Caribbean. 

For the last 30 years Eldred lived on 
Breton Bay, a place he called paradise, with 
his partner Janet Padgett. He was the god-
father of Diana and Michael Bromley, both 
of Leonardtown, MD. 

Family, friends and neighbors are wel-
come to join a celebration of Eldred’s life on 
April 22, 2023 1:00 – 5:00 at 41130 Cryer 
Court, Leonardtown, Maryland.

Helen Wright, 91

Helen Elaine 
Wright, 91, of Great 
Mills, MD, formerly 
of Bluefield, WV, 
passed away on 
March 27, 2023 in 
Leonardtown, MD. 
Born on April 8, 
1931, in Bluefield, 

WV, she was the daughter of the late Mattie 
B. Short and the late Charles Short. Helen 
was the loving wife of the late William B. 
Wright, whom she married on May 29, 1959, 
and who preceded her in death on May 23, 
2007. She is survived by her children Cindy 
Wright of Great Mills, MD, Debbie Welsh 
of Great Mills, MD, Becky Hall (Tommy) 
of Leonardtown, MD, and Sharon Gonzalez 
(Abel) of Great Mills, MD, her sisters Irene 
Prisen of MD and Joyce Smith of WV, as 
well as 14 grandchildren, and 25 great 
grandchildren. In addition to her parents and 
husband, Helen was preceded in death by 
her siblings Robert Short, Elizabeth Alcorn, 
Willis Short, Danny Short, Beula Duncan, 
Vernie Willenborg, Jackson “Jack” Short, 
and Paul Short.

Helen moved to St. Mary’s County, MD 
from Bluefield, WV in 1958.

The family will receive friends on 
Wednesday, April 19, 2023 from 5:00 PM to 
8:00 PM in the Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral 
Home, Leonardtown, MD, where a funeral 
service will be held on Thursday, April 20, 
2023 at 9:30 AM in the funeral home chapel. 
Interment will follow at Maryland Veterans 
Cemetery, Cheltenham, MD. Serving 
as pallbearers will be Jarred Welsh, Wil 
Warren, Jordan Welsh, Kyle Morris, Tyler 
Morris, and Bradley Morris. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Casey Curley, Morgan Jones, 
Michael Warren, Darren Grimes, Abreeonna 
Gonzalez, and Alexis Gonzalez.

Condolences may be made to the family 
at www.mgfh.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

In RemembranceIn Remembrance
To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and 
picture to aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for 
publication on Thursdays. Any submissions received after this 
deadline may run in the following week’s edition.

A Tribute to the Loved One Whose Memory 
Lives On Forever in Your Heart
Honor the memory of your cherished one by sharing the story of their life
with friends, neighbors and associates here in the community.
For details and to place your notice of remembrance, call 301-373-4125

REMEMBRANCES
IN PRINT & ONLINE

Adult CommunityParkLexington
Active

NOW Available
1 & 2 bedroom 

apartments

21895 Pegg Road • Lexington Park, MD 20653 • (240)725-0111



                WEEKENDS             
APRIL 21ST - OCTOBER 15TH

FRI: 5 PM - 10 PM
SAT: 2 PM - 10 PM
SUN: 11 AM - 5 PM

 

 
 

TROLLEY
LEONARDTOWN
RIDE THE

THE
TRACK

TROLLEY

Extended Hours & Added Stop: 
SAT, APRIL 22ND: 10 AM - 10 PM

Leonard Hall Junior Naval Academy Spring Vendor Fair

FOR FULL SCHEDULE, STOPS & DETAILS GO TO:
WWW.VISITLEONARDTOWNMD.COM/LEONARDTOWNTROLLEY

PARK & RIDE FOR FREE!

22675 Washington St Unit 106, Leonardtown
(Located in the Old Bell Motor/Leonardtown Ford Service Entrance)

Fresh Local Produce • Meats • Cheeses 
Flowers • Hanging Baskets • Clothing & Shoes
Open Every Weekend With Visiting Vendors

Upcoming Special Events
April 22nd Earth Day • May 6th Bridal Fair

May 13th Mom’s Day Out

Authorized dealer for Bouy Boots and Simply Southern

SHOP LOCAL FOR MOM!
UNIQUE GIFTS MADE BY LOCAL WOMEN

WE WILL WRAP IT! 
WED & THU 10 – 4
FRI & SAT 10 – 5

NEW LOCATION!
22699 WASHINGTON STREET | LEONARDTOWN

WWW.THESALTEDSCOOP.COM

Tue: 3–7 Wed–Thu: 2–7 Fri–Sun: 12–8
(Subject to change)

We offer fundraising on Tuesdays!
Email info@thesaltedscoop.com
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Get to Know

Leonardtown

Coastal Arts Market and Hospice Run, 4/15
Leonardtown Luau Bar Crawl, 4/21

Plein Air at the Wharf and Leonardtown Earth Day Celebration, 4/22
Int'l Dance Day, Drum Set Showcase and the On the Water's Edge Concerts Season Premiere, 4/29

Spring Fling Car Show, 4/30 (Rain Date 5/7)
Cinco De Mayo First Friday All Weekend, 5/5 - 5/7

www.VisitLeonardtownMD.com/Events

Leonardtown Spring Events

LTOWN
View the

E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

� e Old Jail Museum

Open Daily 10am to 5pm
41625 Courthouse Dr., Leonardtown, MD
stmarysmd.com/recreate/oldjail

Leonardtown Wharf

Artist • Crafters • Makers
Local Handmade Products

Saturday • April 15th • 9 AM - 3 PM
www.coastalartsmarket.com

EXploReLeonardtown
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Pet
OF THE WEEK

In Our Community

Mulberry Music Festival Returns to St. Mary’s 
College with Four-Act Lineup

The Mulberry Music Festival returns this 
summer to St. Mary’s College of Maryland 
(SMCM), on Friday, June 16, from 6 to 9 
p.m., kicking off the Juneteenth weekend 
for the fourth year. Headlined by The JoGo 
Project, the festival also features Oh He 
Dead, Kevin Howard and The Boneshakers. 
The College’s own Carly Harvey, SMCM 
Class of 2007 and “DC’s Queen of the 
Blues,” returns as mistress of ceremonies 
and guest vocalist. The event, held on the 
College’s Townhouse Green, is free of 
charge and open to the public.

“The way we celebrate diversity at St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland is a model for 
the broader community and the nation,” said 
SMCM President Tuajuanda C. Jordan, PhD. 
“I initiated the Mulberry Music Festival in 
order to celebrate diversity through music, 
bringing the community to our riverfront 
campus through the unifying message that 
comes from the music.”

Attendees are invited to bring lawn chairs 
and blankets, as seating is limited. A vari-

ety of food and other vendors will be on 
site, with the Townhouse Green opening at 
4 p.m. Complete information can be found 
on the festival website at www.smcm.edu/
mulberry-music-festival.

Mistress of Ceremonies
Named “D.C.’s Queen of the Blues” by 

Dr. Nick Johnson of WPFW Radio, Carly 
Harvey was featured in Big City Blues 
magazine in 2018 as one of the youngest 
blues artists to watch. In 2021, she won the 
Wammie Award for Best Blues Artist. Her 
EP “Kiss & Ride, Vol. 1” (2019) is available 
through Apple music.

Headliner
The JoGo Project is a Wammie Award 

winning band based in Washington, DC 
that fuses many styles of music, but with 
Jazz harmonies and a driving Go-Go beat 
at its core. JoGo was founded in 2014 by 
DC native and a prominent figure on the 
jazz scene Elijah Jamal Balbed during his 

residency at Strathmore. Nine years later, 
The JoGo Project has become a mainstay 
in the DC music community and is dedi-
cated as ever to keeping DC’s Go-Go music 
alive while also exploring new sounds and 
repertoire.

When Elijah was a Sophomore at Howard 
University, he received a life-changing call 
from James Brown’s last drummer Robert 
“Mousey” Thompson. Mousey said “Elijah! 
Call Bryan Mills! He needs a sub with 
Chuck Brown and I told him you’re the 
guy!”. Subsequently, Elijah would go on 
to perform with Chuck from May of 2011 
until the Godfather of Go-Go’s death the 
following year – May 16th, 2012. That year 
Elijah spent with Chuck instilled a new-
found love for Go-Go music, which would 
forever influence his sound and approach to 
music. When it was time for Elijah to start 
a band of his own – he knew it had to be 
something that brought his Jazz and Go-Go 
worlds together.

Artists
• Oh He Dead lead singer CJ Johnson, 

“maneuvers her powerful voice — a 
combination of Stevie Nicks and Tracy 
Chapman” (NPR) in rhythm with the 
band’s “infectiously groovy” and “sub-
lime instrumentation” (NPR) to cre-
ate an “infectious and soulful sound” 
(Washington Post). Founded in 2015 
by Johnson and Andy Valenti, the 

close-knit six-piece band weaves in 
and out of genres ranging from soul 
to funk to folk to rock, all tied together 
by the stirring harmonies of Johnson 
and Valenti.

• Kevin Howard is a world-class key-
boardist, composer, producer and busi-
nessman. Born and raised in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, now making his home 
in Maryland. Kevin Howard’s smooth 
dynamic sound, warm personality and 
infectious smile will have you yearn-
ing for more. Together with his band 
of world-class musicians, the sounds 
you’ll experience are tantalizing, 
smooth, dynamic, and mesmerizing.

• The Boneshakers’ no holds barred 
funk, blues and rock marries the 
sounds and spirits of Detroit Rock 
City, Memphis, and Mussel Shoals. 
In the remarkable 25-year career of 
The Boneshakers, the iconic band has 
always been led by world-renowned 
guitarist Randy Jacobs of Was (Not 
Was). The band and members have 
toured and recorded with Bonnie Raitt, 
BB King, Keb Mo, Aretha Franklin, 
Elton John, Bootsy Collins, Tears 4 
Fears, Bob Dylan, Stevie Wonder, 
Gov’t Mule, and Iggy Pop…just to 
name a few. They have built a sub-
stantial following among blues, jazz, 
and funk audiences with their power-
house style.

Lexington Park 
Scratch-off Fan Strikes 
Gold With $50,000 Win

Lexington Park’s “Scratch-off Queen” 
changed her game choice and won $50,000.

A St. Mary’s County woman who loves 
Maryland Lottery scratch-offs took a break 
from playing her new favorite game, which 
is the $3 Frogger instant ticket, to try her 
luck with the Gold X50 scratch-off.

It turned out to be a great decision: 
She won a $50,000 second-tier prize!

The “Scratch-off Queen,” as she 
nicknamed herself, said she and a 
friend were at Great Mills Citgo at 
21265 Great Mills Road in Lexington 
Park when they both took a chance on 
the $10 Gold X50 game.

“I didn’t win anything so I decided 
to get two more,” the scratch-off fan 
said. “At first, I thought I won $50.” 
Closer inspection of the prize amount 
printed beneath the matching number 
showed three more zeros.

“I quietly left,” said the Lexington Park 
resident, laughing at the memory.

The mother of four, who is a public school 
employee, plans to pay bills with some of 
her prize. This is her biggest Lottery score to 
date compared to three $1,000 prizes she’s 
won over the years.

Headliners The JoGo ProjectM.C. Carly Harvey
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Authorization is being requested from the State’s Attorney’s Offi ce for St. Mary’s 
County, Maryland to remove the remains of Kelly Marie Farrell, currently interred 
in St. Aloysius Cemetery, Leonardtown, Maryland, Section 506-3; Lot 98; Grave 
#3, and to reinter said remains in the St. Francis Xavier Cemetery, Compton, 
Maryland, Section 508-1; Lot 3; Grave #21. This relocation is being made to 
relocate the deceased to the family plot. James O. Farrell and Linda R. Farrell, the 
parents of Kelly Marie Farrell, are making the request. Any interested party should 
contact Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation Services, P.A. at 
301-475-8500 prior to April 24, 2023.

Legal Notice

In Our Community

Students Unveil Breton 
Bay Water Quality 
Monitoring Project

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Three technology students at the Dr. 
James A. Forrest Career and Technology 
Center in Leonardtown have a devised a 
water quality monitoring system for Breton 
Bay and will place data collecting modules 
in the watershed, allowing the public to view 
the information collected in real time.

The students presented their project to the 
Commissioners of Leonardtown this week 
during the council’s regular business meet-
ing of Apr. 10.

The modules are called BOBs or Breton 
Observation Boxes and are billed as low- 
cost water quality monitoring apparatus, 
funded by a grant from the Chesapeake 
Bay Trust.

BOB is essentially a floating instru-
mented box that monitors various water 
quality variables and electronically sends 
that data to the internet every 10 minutes 
explained Eva XXX.

There are seven such boxes in the moni-
toring network, she said.

“Leonardtown Wharf will have its own 
BOB,” Eva said. “It will be floating in the 
water, not attached to a pier

“We installed them… two weeks ago.”
They first underwent testing at the 

Chesapeake Biological Laboratory before 
being put into the field.

The modules monitor air temperature and 
humidity, water temperature at the surface 
and the bottom, dissolved oxygen, the acidity 
levels in the water, electrical conductivity, 
total dissolved solids and salinity, Eva said.

The seven BOB modules will be placed 
at Leonardtown Wharf, Lovers Point 
Oyster Sanctuary, McIntosh Run, Moll 
Dyer Run, Combs Creek, Cherry Creek 
and Newtowne Neck.

The student team wanted their project 
to increase public awareness of the impor-
tance of water quality, Eva said, but also 
to aid in the restoration of natural oyster 
reefs by monitoring for excess nutrients 
that can cause the growth of algae blooms 
that lower oxygen content that is so vital to 
oyster survival.

“They’re very important because they 
serve as the keystone ecosystem species,” 
Eva said. “They’re very good at keeping the 
ecosystem in balance.”

Oysters can filter out impurities in the 
water, providing a cleaner ecosystem for 
all life in it.

Cowboy Carnival 
Coming to First Colony
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Patuxent Baptist Church will 
hold a cowboy-themed carnival 
April 16 at event grounds it owns 
in the First Colony community 
immediately behind the Lowe’s 
home improvement store.

Of the many events the church 
has held in its nearly 20 years of 
operation, this is among the most 
ambitious as they hope to bring in 
at least 1,000 visitors to the church 
property in California.

Church members spent much of 
April 8 setting up four large tents 
in anticipation of large crowds 
coming out this weekend to see 
the Cowboy Carnival, which will 
include food, fun and games for 
the family in addition to a chance 
to win prizes.

Performing will be Kevin Walker and 
family of Roundup Ministries and his smil-
ing trick horse Champ and Dixie Dawg.

Also included at the carnival will be 
moon bounces for children and other rides.

Pastor Rick Conner, lead pastor at the 
church wanted to make a statement with 
the tents.

“I wanted to get them up early,” Conner 

told The County Times. “That’s so people 
passing by will know something’s coming.”

Admission to the event is free and visitors 
who wish to register for prizes can do so 
at https://www.patuxentbaptistchurch.org/
roundup.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Kevin Walker of Roundup Ministries
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Entrepreneurs Working to Revitalize Leonardtown
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Billy Gibson remembers growing up with 
the woman who would become his wife — 
Becky Gibson — in the 7th District and 
spending plenty of time in the Leonardtown 
town square, watching the old First National 
Bank and Bell Motor Co. thrive.

Fast forward to the present and he and 
his wife are the new owners of the old 
Bell Motor Co. building and one of a core 
of entrepreneurs trying to bring the town 
square back to its former glory.

The Gibsons have turned the once thriv-
ing car dealership, which had been vacant 
for years since finally closing its doors after 
decades of operation, into a flexible space 
for numerous new retail operations.

The Gibson’s are entrepreneurs with 
roots in St. Mary’s but business interests in 
Calvert County with a fabrication and motor 

sports business in Prince Frederick.
Gibson said there had been plans to 

demolish the old building but he just 
couldn’t let that happen.

“It would’ve killed me to see them tear it 
down,” Gibson said. “There’s just so much 
history there.”

Marie and Nash is a high end clothing and 
furniture retailer making use of the space, 
Gibson said, while his wife has started the 
Town Market inside the historic building.

Her business sells local produce, local 
meats and is open to local vendors during 
the weekends, Gibson said.

Over the Easter weekend the Town Market 
hosted several hundred visitors, he said.

“When she first started this, I thought 
she was crazy,” he said. “But she made a 
believer out of me.”

But the town has been host to a flurry of 
new businesses opening and more established 

businesses expanding, renovating or moving.
Also moving in to town is the Flour 

Bakery, which shares space in the old Bell 
Motor Co. building, and the Kneaded Baking 
Company down the street in the town square.

Smashburger, has set up shop in 
Shepherd’s Old Field on Lawrence Avenue 
and Ken Held owner of Slice House II, is 
renovating and expanding in to vacant Oga’s 
Cuisine restaurant.

Salted Scoop has already moved to the 
old location of Heritage Chocolates on the 
town square and Heritage Chocolates has 
moved into a house next to Olde Towne Pub 
on Washington Street.

Further out on the edge of the town square 
Happy Zen, a crystal merchant, has opened 
as has Statik Ink, a tattoo studio.

Gibson said in the next few days shipping 
containers are going to be delivered to be 
used in the parking lot behind the building 
as operating space for individual vendors.

Gibson got the idea from 
similar projects in Seoul, South 
Korea and South Africa.

“It’s amazing what they’ve 
done with them,” Gibson said 
of the coming Shops at the Bell 
Courtyard project.

In a far corner of the town 
square, the old Bank of America 
has sat vacant for several years 
but Kaitlyn Folger, who works 
in Charles County in mortgage 
lending and property manage-
ment, has purchased it and has 
a vision for the old property to 

become a hybrid work space for profession-
als and retail shops.

A St. Mary’s Ryken High School grad-
uate (SMR), Folger grew up in Charles 
County but like any SMR student she was 
well acquainted with the down town area 
on after-school jaunts.

She says it helped her fall in love with the 
concept of town squares in rural settings.

She wants to help bring new retail opportu-
nities to town but also find a way for artists and 
entrepreneurs to work in an energetic setting.

“More retail space [in Leonardtown] is 
going to be good for everyone,” Folger said.

Her plan is to have two anchor retailers in 
the space and have spaces for professionals 
upstairs on the second floor, which would 
also be available for artists as well.

The vault space, which is also the name 
for business she is standing up, will be used 
for co-working as well.

“It’s called co-work-
ing,” Folger said. “I think 
people do it because of 
the energy.

“Being around other 
productive people helps 
us be more productive.”

The concept, she said, 
has been developed 
through the pandemic 
as a hybrid between 
office work and work-
ing at home.

She said more employers are moving to 
this concept so they can cut costs on overhead.

“Working remotely is great, but working 
from home is not for everybody,” Folger 
said. “It’s a new concept for the county.”

The county has recently experienced an 
influx of residents who have retained high 
paying jobs, Folger said, but have moved 
from higher cost of living areas, and such new 
spaces could be appealing to them to continue 
their work where there are amenities such 
as a communal kitchen and internet access.

Leonardtown was her place of choice to 
try out her new vision, Folger said.

“They’re really thoughtful about devel-
opment,” Folger said. “Geographically, the 
foot print is there. Small town squares are 
very appealing to a lot of people.”

Leonardtown has been pursuing a plan 
of renewal and revitalization in the town, 
especially in the downtown area, with new 
signage, traffic patterns and dedicated park-
ing along with repurposed alley space for 
events to make the town more appealing to 
visitors and tourists alike.

The long-established and popular Social 
Coffee House now located on Fenwick 
Street is on its way to moving into the old 
Duke Building just across the street; owner 
Sean Coogan said early summer is the target 
date for opening the doors on what is going 
to be both a new restaurant operation and a 
retail establishment were coffee beans will 

be roasted and sold on site.
“We’re building a whole new business,” 

Coogan said. “Using the term renovations 
doesn’t really do it justice.

“We’re restoring the building as well as 
building it out at the same time.”

Coogan said the job has taken more time 
and effort than he had planned for, but the 
investment in the town’s growth was worth 
it as it has provided a platform for his busi-
ness success.

“It’s the newest, old building in town,” 
Coogan said.

The Meadows at Town Run is being built 
by Quality Built Homes in two phases with 
107 homes and most of them already sold. It’s 
one of the newest housing developments in 
Leonardtown to support the rapid growth  of 
the town, which is among the fastest growing 
in the state.

The growth of so many new and estab-
lished businesses, such as The Rex with its 
new event space, is what is working to attract 
new residents and business interest in town.

There were few if any venues in Southern 
Maryland that offered so much to do in so 
compact a space where residents could walk 
the entire way and not have to get into their 
cars, Coogan said.

“Why does everyone want to move to 
Leonardtown?” he said. “It’s because of 
what we’re doing in the town square.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

The Rex

Artist’s rendering of The Meadows at Town Run

Shepherd’s Old Field Market
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HAYESAUCTIONSERVICES.NET
 (301) 861-7738

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

UPCOMING 
AUCTIONS

SPRING 
CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION
April 22

Celebrating 10 Years in Business

AMAZON 
OVERSTOCK & 

RETURNS AUCTION
May 20 • 8:30AM

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKT-5894L-A-A1  AECSPAD 

Leaving your job? 
Let's talk about your 
options.

David McDonough 
Financial Advisor

41680 Miss Bessie Dr Suite 302 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 
301-997-1707

Lexington Park Man 
Convicted for Homicide 
of Mother and Child

State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling announced 
today that a St. Mary’s County jury convicted 
Wayne Carroll Key, Jr., 43, of Lexington 
Park, Maryland of first degree murder of 
a child and her mother stemming from the 
November 2021 killing of both victims.

The trial started last week and continued 
into this week -- spanning eight days. Over 
200 pieces of evidence were admitted for 
the jury’s consideration. The jury heard tes-
timony from over 40 witnesses. The State 
called four expert witnesses to include 
experts in DNA, historical cell phone map-
ping, microscopy, and forensic medicine.

State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling said, 
“The unimaginable killing of a child and her 
mother is truly despicable. I want to extend 
my sincerest condolences to the family of 
our victims. Although nothing can ever 
bring back our innocent victims, my hope 
is that with these convictions the family may 

begin the process of healing.”
Sterling added, “Understanding the diffi-

cult and sensitive content of the testimony 
and the disturbing physical evidence pre-
sented to them, the jury remained patient 
and professional throughout the entire trial. 
I want to thank them for keeping their focus 
and paying close attention to the tremendous 
amount of testimony and evidence.”

“I want to extend a very special thank 
you to all of the police officers, crime lab 
technicians, allied agencies and the State’s 
Attorney’s Office’s support staff for their 
assistance and involvement with helping 
to bring closure and justice for the victims’ 
family.” said Sterling. 

The lead prosecutor, Chief of the Special 
Victims Unit Senior Assistant State’s 
Attorney Sarah Proctor, was joined by 
Assistant State’s Attorney Joe Boyd, who 
prosecuted the case on behalf of the citizens 
of St. Mary’s County.

The lead detective was Detective Tyler 
Payne of the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Additional agencies who assisted 
with the investigation and trial included:  
Homeland Security Investigations, 
Maryland State Police Forensics, 
MicroTrace, Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner, St. Mary’s County Department 
of Social Services, and St. Mary’s County 
Geographic Information Systems.

Mr. Key will be held without bond pend-
ing sentencing.

The Honorable Joseph Stanalonis pre-
sided over the case.

Seventeen of Eighteen 
Businesses Pass Alcohol 
Compliance Checks

The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office 
Alcohol Enforcement Unit recently con-
ducted a series of alcohol compliance checks 
at 18 businesses in northern and central St. 
Mary’s County. Seventeen of the establish-
ments were found to be compliant, while 
only one business failed to ask an underage 
person for identification. 

The covert compliance checks were 
conducted on Thursday, March 30, 2023, 
starting at 3 pm, utilizing an underage indi-
vidual. The 19-year-old was wearing plain 
clothes and was directed to enter each busi-
ness to order or retrieve an alcoholic bever-
age for purchase. 

Of the 18 businesses visited, 17 (94 
percent) were found in compliance with 
Maryland law and required identification 
from the underage person. One business 
failed to ask for identification or failed to 
corroborate the person’s age and the under-
age individual was able to purchase an alco-
holic beverage underage. 

Businesses found in compliance were: 
Pal Liquors & Gas in Leonardtown; Centre 
Liquors in Leonardtown; Third Base Store 
in Loveville; St. Mary’s Gas Station in 
Clements; Village Liquors in Chaptico; 
Chaptico Market in Chaptico; Race-N In 
in Budds Creek; Vino 2 Wine & Liquor 
in Charlotte Hall; Lighthouse in Charlotte 
Hall; Fred’s Liquor in Charlotte Hall; New 
Market Service Center in Mechanicsville; 
Big Dogs’ Paradise in Mechanicsville; A & 
B Liquor in Mechanicsville; DJ’s One Stop 
Shop in Mechanicsville; Korner Karryout 
in Mechanicsville; Cook’s Liquor in 
Hollywood and Bradfords Neighborhood 
Market in Hollywood. 

The one business found to be in viola-
tion was Leonardtown Wine & Spirits in 
Leonardtown. 

The alcohol violation report was for-
warded to the St. Mary’s County Alcohol 
Beverage Board for review.

Wayne Carroll Key
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Saturday, April 15   10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Calvert County Fairgrounds, Prince Frederick

Dancing, food, art projects, games 
and more 

Performances and exhibits 
representing cultures such as 
Korean, Hawaiian, Filipino, 
Chinese, Indian and Thai 

Buy lunch from Asian food vendors

Sponsored by

Celebrate Asian American and Paci�c Islander culture!

St. Mary’s, Calvert 
Delegates Warn of 
Campaign Finance Fraud
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

St. Mary’s Del. Matt Morgan and Calvert 
Del. Mark Fisher have signed onto a letter 
to the Maryland State Prosecutors Office 
asking that an investigation be started into 
alleged campaign finance violations in 
Annapolis.

The letter, signed by several other 
GOP delegates in the Maryland General 
Assembly, references a YouTube video 
recently produced by James O’Keefe, ask-
ing donors to a Democratic political action 
fund called Act Blue about thousands of 
separate donations made in their name and 
using their address.

The totals of their donations, O’Keefe’s 
reporting showed, reached into the tens of 
thousands or hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars from individuals in a a few years’ time.

“Campaign finance irregularities are a 
serious matter that cannot be ignored,” said 
Morgan. “We must ensure that our political 
process remains fair and free of corruption, 
and any individuals responsible for such 
activities must be held accountable.”

Several of the citizen donors, who were 
recorded on camera with their faces blurred, 
told O’Keefe — representing the epony-
mous O’Keefe Media Group — that they 
had made contributions to Act Blue but 
nowhere near the amounts listed in total or 
in the sheer numbers of individual acts of 
donation.

The letter from the delegates also was 

sent to the Department of Justice and the 
Federal Elections Commission, Morgan said 
in a message to constituents.

“In one instance, a $217,000 [donation] 
was made through 12,000 separate dona-
tions over three years in the name of one 
Maryland resident,” the letter reads.

“If these allegations are true, this rep-
resents a serious issue that needs to be 
quickly resolved.”

In one instance, O’Keefe interviews a 
man in Lanham in Prince George’s County 
about Act Blue records stating he had made 
more than $230,000 in contributions to var-
ious causes in more than 30,000 separate 
acts of donation.

The man questioned by O’Keefe was an 
octogenarian who said he did not believe 
he had ever donated to Act Blue in the past.

“No, that’s not us,” the resident told 
O’Keefe when asked if he had donated the 
massive amount of money through more 
than 30,000 small contributions. “I think my 
wife has, but nowhere near that amount.”

He said he was unaware of anyone using 
his name for making contributions.

“It appears someone may be committing 
a crime using your address,” O’Keefe said.

The letter from the delegates to State 
Prosecutor Charlton T. Howard stated: 
“We have obtained data that supports the 
O’Keefe claims…”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Public Hearing on 
County Budget to be 
Held April 25

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
(CSMC) will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Chopticon High School, located at 25390 
Colton Point Road in Morganza, to consider 
adoption of:

• Constant Yield Tax Rate (“Real 
Property Tax Increase”)

• St. Mary’s County fees and charges for 
the following Departments:

• Aging & Human Services – 
Senior Center Room Rental Rates

• Emergency Services – Rescue 
Billing Transport Fees

• Land Use & Growth Management 
– Development Service Fees

• Recreation & Parks – Wicomico 
Golf Course Fees

• Recreation & Parks – Recreation 
Activity Fees

• Soil Conservation – Erosion & 
Sediment Control Fees

• Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department 
Tax Rate Increase to .056

• FY2024 Recommended Budget
Copies of the FY2024 Recommended 

Budget are available online at: stmary-
scountymd.gov/publichearings or from the 
St. Mary’s County Department of Finance.

Residents are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the public hearing. Those 
wishing to address the Commissioners may 
participate in-person or provide their feed-
back via:

Email to: csmc@stmaryscountymd.gov 
Mail to: PO Box 653 Leonardtown, 

Maryland 20650
All submissions must be received no 

later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 
All submissions will be considered by the 
Commissioners at the Public Hearing and/or 
up to seven days following the Public Hearing.

Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
Public Hearings are televised live on St. 
Mary’s County Government (SMCG) TV 
Channel 95 and streamed live on the SMCG 
YouTube Channel.

Sell it  - Buy it  
at 
Tri County Livestock Auction

1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month – Auction begins at 4 PM
Located Off MD Rt. 6 West – Charlotte Hall, MD 

wwwwww..FFaarrrreellllAAuuccttiioonnSSeerrvviiccee..ccoomm
330011..990044..33440022

So. Md. Spring Auction
Saturday, May 13, 4 pm

Westfield Farm Arena & Auction Barn – Mechanicsville, MD
Flowers, Bedding Plants, Combo Planters, Vegetable Plants, Mother’s 

Day Flowers/Items, Outdoor Furniture, Lawn/Garden Items, Tools, 
Toys, Handcrafted Quilts, Misc. Tack

NOTE:  This is one of several auctions we have each year that focuses 
on our local farmers, growers & producers. 

Thanks to all for supporting them & our community! 

Online Auction 
Oyster Cans and other Items

Coming Soon!

Mostly New Items!

So. Md.  ROOTS Bull Roast, Oyster Scald & Auction
Sunday, April 30, 2023 – 3 pm

Olde Breton Inn, Leonardtown, MD
Advance Ticket Purchases Required

www.southernmarylandroots.org
Loveville Produce Auction 

Spring Flower & Craft Auction
Loveville Produce Auction Facility – Loveville, MD

Saturday, May 6, 2023 – 9 am
Selling with 2 Auctioneers throughout the day!
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APRIL 16TH-23RDAPRIL 16TH-23RDAPRIL 16TH-23RD

The Town of Leonardtown 

and Leonardtown Businesses

Celebrate

Activities inCLUDE

 
FULL SCHEDULEFULL SCHEDULE

  
& MUCH& MUCH  
MORE!MORE!

VisitLeonardtownMD.com/EarthDay
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SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 2023
10:30 AM

HOSTED BY PATUXENT BAPTIST CHURCH
AT THEIR NEW CHURCH PROPERTY:

To register or for more information visit
patuxentbaptistchurch.org/roundup

•Special Performance by
  Champ the Smiling Trick Horse
  & Dixie Dog!
•Food, inflatables, games, door
  prizes, and more!
•Free Admission

23074 FDR BLVD
CALIFORNIA, MD 20619

General Assembly 
Finishes Out 2023
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

The Maryland General Assembly passed 
legislation this year that enshrines abortion 
rights as well as allowing anyone seeking 
transgender treatments to use Medicaid to 
pay for it, while at the same time making it 
virtually impossible to carry a handgun for 
self-defense even with a state-issued con-
cealed carry permit.

The legislature also legalized recreational 
cannabis usage, including removing the abil-
ity of law enforcement to search a vehicle 
during a traffic stop if the officer smells the 
odor of marijuana.

The legislature also moved up the date 
of the increase of the minimum wage to 
$15 per hour.

Locally, the legislature did pass a bond 
bill that authorizes the Commissioners of St. 
Mary’s County to borrow $56 million to fund 
a long list of public construction projects but 
without the conditions on $15 million of that 
funding for the planned YMCA to be built on 
Great Mills Road next to the county-owned 
public swimming pool.

Earlier in the session Sen. Jack Bailey and 
Delegates Matt Morgan and Todd Morgan 
supported a bond bill that would have 
required the YMCA to complete its $4 mil-
lion private fundraising bid before the county 
commissioners could get the authorization 
to borrow the $15 million in public money.

What passed though was Bailey’s bill  — 
SB 457 — that was quickly amended in the 
closing hours of the assembly to remove 
those conditions.

Democrat Del. Brian Crosby had entered 
his own bond bill weeks ago to compete with 
the GOP-backed bond bill which excluded 
the conditions on the YMCA funding but 
that did not pass.

Matt Morgan said in a social media post 
that Crosby was able to get the amendment 
on the GOP-backed bill.

“Any taxpayer protections on the new 
YMCA project in Lexington Park will 
have to come from the county commission-
ers,” the Dist. 29 A delegate said. “Though 
Delegate Crosby initially voted in favor of 
the delegation’s solution for this project, he 
ended up using his backroom connections to 
sneak an amendment on the Senator’s bill, 
essentially removing any taxpayer protec-
tions we added to the YMCA Bond Authority 
Bill for St. Mary’s County.”

Crosby retorted: “I proposed a bill grant-
ing the full $56 million. There was a hearing 
to all the bills.

“Ask the county commissioners what their 
request was for.”

The commissioners original request for 
bonding authority did not include the con-
ditions on the $15 million for the YMCA 
funding.

HB 705/SB 798 is now headed to the Gov. 
Wes Moore’s desk for likely signature into 
law; the measure includes the right to an 
abortion in the Maryland constitution.

As a constitutional amendment, it must be 
approved by a majority of voters in the Nov. 
2024 General Election.

The legislative push was in response to a 

June 2022 Supreme Court decision which 
ruled that abortion was not protected under 
the U.S. Constitution and was a matter for 
the states to resolve individually.

The state also acted quickly to greatly 
restrict the ability of citizens to get concealed 
handgun carry permits in another response to 
a recent Supreme Court decision that ruled 
the state’s long-standing “good and substantial 
reason” clause for applying for a permit to par-
take of a right in public was unconstitutional.

SB 1 greatly restricts the ability of some-
one with a carry permit to actually carry their 
weapon concealed in public by excluding 
most public buildings and places.

Essentially the only place a person would 
be allowed to carry their weapon lawfully 
would be to a a place where they received 
prior permission from the owner.

This bill was opposed in its final form by 
all the delegates of the St. Mary’s County 
delegation.

A similar bill that passed in the House of 
Delegates increases the costs to apply for 
a state permit, which is approved by the 
Maryland State Police.

Maryland Shall Issue, a Second 
Amendment advocacy group which has long 

proclaimed that self-defense is a civil 
right, has promised to oppose the new law 
if the governor signs it.

“The Supreme Court was clear in its land-
mark decision in New York State Rifle and 
Pistol Association vs. Bruen that there is a 
general right to public carry for all law-abid-
ing, responsible Americans,” Maryland Shall 
Issue director Mark Pennak said in a state-
ment. “Maryland Shall Issue stands ready to 
defend that right and will take appropriate 
action with litigation should these bills not 
be vetoed by Governor Moore.”

A sales plan for legalized cannabis is now 
ready to be signed by Moore, as is a bill 
that blocks law enforcement from search-
ing a vehicle based on the smell of burnt or 
unburnt marijuana.

HB 1071 also states the presence of cash 
or currency in proximity to cannabis without 
other “indicia of an intent to distribute” is not 
grounds for a search.

Also, a law officer may not search areas 
of a vehicle that are not readily accessible to 
the driver or vehicle operator.

The Maryland Municipal League (MML) 
said that amendments to the marijuana sales 
legislation allowed towns and cities to bene-
fit from tax revenues collected by the state.

“With the passage of House Bill 556, 
cities and towns will receive 2.5 percent of 
sales and use tax revenue derived from any 
cannabis sales in their jurisdiction,” an MML 
statement reported.

“This is a historic first step for Maryland’s 
municipalities to be included in the sales 
tax revenue – we are one of the few states 
nationwide who do not provide locals a sales 
tax and it’s been difficult to see Maryland 
not be a leader in this area,” said MML CEO 
Theresa Kuhns.

The legislature also approved a law that 
would accelerate moving to the $15 minimum 
wage to Jan. 1 instead of waiting until the 
previous target date of Jan. 1 of 2025 for large 
businesses and 2026 for small businesses.
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We do more than just landscaping

• Mowing
• Trimming
• Mulching
• Landscape Design
• Sod Installation
• Grading
• French Drains
• Aerating
• Overseeding
• Top Dressing

• Driveway 
Installation & Repair

• Seal Coating
• Crack Sealing
• Hardscaping
• Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Snow Plowing
• Brush Hogging
• Outdoor Lighting

• Erosion & Sediment 
Control

• Super & Silt Fences
• Smart Fences
• Stormwater Pond 

Management & 

Repair
• Grading
• Land Clearing
• Dry Wells
• Bio Ponds
• Rain Gardens

• Water, Sewer, Storm • Grease Interceptors

Commercial & Residential Site Services

Utilities

Call for a Free Estimate • 301-997-8444
jon@holcombslandscaping.net

Serving Southern Maryland for 13 Years
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LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

INDEPENDENT 
LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE IS 
PRICELESS.

THANK YOU.

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM. 

Now, more than ever, St. Mary’s County needs 
trustworthy reporting —but good journalism isn’t free.

Please support The County Times by making a 
contribution.

Two easy ways to show your support:
· Call us at 301-373-4125 to pay by credit card
· Mail your check to:

My County Times
PO Box 250
Hollywood, MD 20636

LOCAL NEWS 5
COMMUNITY 10
OBITUARIES  14

SPORTS 15
CALENDARS 16

LOCAL 8
Man convicted in double homicide

LOCAL 5
General Assembly elevates abortion, transgender 
treatments, restricts concealed carry

ON THE COVER
Old spaces in Leonardtown get new businesses
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“IT WOULD’VE KILLED ME TO SEE 
THEM TEAR IT DOWN. THERE’S JUST 
SO MUCH HISTORY THERE.”
ENTREPRENEUR BILLY GIBSON ON BUYING THE OLD BELL MOTOR 
CO. BUILDING IN LEONARDTOWN

WEEKLY FORECAST

“Mr. Lister” 
Billy  

Fitzgerald 
 

GONNA SELL GIVE US A YELL 
WANNA BUY GIVE US A TRY 

Proudly serving Southern Maryland for over 40 years! 

REAL ESTATE SALES  * CONSULTING  
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT  * AUCTION SERVICES 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS  

FITZGERALD REALTY & AUCTIONEERS 
37601 Golden Beach Road  
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 

* 301-884-7000 * 
www.fitzgeraldrealty.net 

THU, APR 13 FRI, APR 14 SAT, APR 15 SUN, APR 16

Sunny Mostly Cloudy Thunderstorms PM Thunderstorms
Hi: 82° Lo: 57° Hi: 78° Lo: 59° Hi: 73° Lo: 56° Hi: 77° Lo: 53°

MON, APR 17 TUE, APR 18 WED, APR 19 THU, APR 20

Mostly Sunny Mostly Sunny Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
Hi: 66° Lo: 49° Hi: 71° Lo: 47° Hi: 69° Lo: 50° Hi: 71° Lo: 53°
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KCA & St. Mary’s Co. Schools 
Principals, Teachers & Staff

Hosted by KCA at St. 
Mary's College - Gym

4/21/23 6:30 5:30

OR www.KCAEagles.org and Click On The 
Harlem Wizards Flyer!
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