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THE QR CODE TO
APPLY TODAY!

Share Your Voice.
Shape Better Care.

Join CalvertHealth Medical Center’s
Patient & Family Advisory Council.

CalvertHealth Medical Center is committed to improving the health and
well-being of the communities we serve. One of the most important
ways we do that is by listening to the voices of our patients and families.

The Patient & Family Advisory Council (PFAC) is a group of former
patients, family members and caregivers who partner with hospital
leaders and staff to help improve the patient experience across the
organization.

Members of the PFAC:
v/ Share insights, feedback and suggestions based on lived experience

v/ Participate in discussions about patient care, safety,
communication and access

v/ Provide a patient and family perspective on policies, programs
and initiatives

v/ Collaborate with clinical and non-clinical teams throughout
the hospital

PFAC members represent the voice of the patient in meaningful
conversations with CalvertHealth medical staff and leadership.

We welcome applications from former patients, family members
or caregivers of patients and individuals who are passionate about
improving healthcare experiences.

For more information, please contact PFAC Liaison:
Brittany Lyon / brittany.lyon@calverthealthmed.org

PHONE 410.414.4642
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Calvert County Signals Tighter Growth
Controls, Names New CFO

By Marcia Hart
Contributing Writer

Fiscal restraint, slower growth and an
emphasis on local control shaped discussion
Tuesday, January 13, 2026, as the Calvert
County Board of County Commissioners
kicked off their first meeting of the new year.

During the meeting, commissioners intro-
duced the county’s new chief financial offi-
cer, advanced updates to the Prince Frederick
Town Center Master Plan, approved the
release of opioid settlement funds for local
treatment efforts, adopted a proclamation
recognizing the nation’s upcoming 250th
anniversary and outlined legislative prior-
ities as the Maryland General Assembly
begins its session in Annapolis.

Together, the actions reflect a county
government focused on managing growth
pressures, strengthening financial oversight
and preserving both local authority and his-
torical legacy.

New CFO Introduced as Budget
Planning Begins

Commissioners formally introduced Malena
Brookshire as Calvert County’s new chief
financial officer. Brookshire, a Prince
Frederick resident, assumed the role earlier
this month and brings decades of experience
managing large public-sector budgets.

Her background includes service as chief
financial officer for AmeriCorps, along with
senior financial leadership roles at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

Board President Earl F. “Buddy” Hance
Jr. said Brookshire’s appointment comes as
the county begins looking ahead to future
budgets and long-term financial obligations.
Hance noted that fiscal discipline and care-
ful planning will be increasingly important
as the county balances operating costs, cap-
ital needs and debt service amid economic
uncertainty.

Brookshire will oversee county finances
and play a central role in shaping the fiscal
2027 budget, which commissioners said will
require a careful balance between maintain-
ing services and controlling long-term costs.

Master Plan Emphasizes Slower, More
Focused Growth

Public hearings on Chapters 1 and 2 of the
Prince Frederick Town Center Master Plan,
which outlines how the county seat should
grow in the coming decades, also took cen-
ter stage at the meeting.

Hance said commissioners continue to
hear residents concerned about the pace
of development and the strain it places
on schools, roads and public services. He
emphasized the updated plan reflects a
deliberate move away from widespread
expansion and toward more concentrated
development patterns, often referred to as
growth “nodes.”

Under the plan, growth would be steered
toward areas better suited to support it, while
clearer limits would be placed on expansion
elsewhere. Commissioners indicated future
development proposals will be expected to
demonstrate that infrastructure can accom-
modate additional demand.

Key elements of the updated plan include
reduced residential density in certain areas,
an increased emphasis on walkable, mixed-
use development and reinforcement of the
growth boundaries established in the coun-
ty’s 2019 Comprehensive Plan.

Hance said the goal is not to stop growth
altogether but ensure it occurs in a way
that is sustainable and aligned with exist-
ing infrastructure capacity.

Opioid Settlement Funds Released for
Treatment Programs

The board unanimously approved a bud-
get amendment transferring $154,500 from
the county’s Opioid Litigation Fund into

Overnight Work Planned for

Thomas Johnson Bridge
Flagging Operations Begin Sunday Night

The Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration will begin
routine structural and maintenance work on
the MD 4 Bridge over the Patuxent River
(Governor Thomas Johnson Bridge) at the
Calvert/St. Mary’s County line beginning
Sunday, January 18. The nighttime work
will continue through late February, weather
permitting.

Crews will close a single-lane and alter-
nate traffic in the open lane using an over-
night flagging operation Sunday through
Thursday, 10 p.m. until 5 a.m. the following
morning. This work includes bridge joint seal
replacement, metal welding and other repairs.

Portable variable message signs will be
placed to make travelers aware of the lane
closure. Work will be performed by con-
tractor Covington Machine and Welding of

Annapolis.

Overnight travelers should plan extra
travel time to cross the bridge. This work is
necessary to ensure a safe and reliable trans-
portation system. Drivers are asked to stay
alert, stay focused, look for reduced speed
limits as well as driving pattern changes, and
slow down in construction zones.

The State Highway Administration is
Serious About Safety. Pedestrians and
motorists are urged to remain alert and avoid
distractions when traveling through the
work zone. Motorists should obey all posted
speed limits. Motorists can dial #77 on their
mobile devices for roadside assistance.

For a list of all major State Highway
Administration projects, news and travel
information, visit roads.maryland.gov.

active grant accounts. The funds come from
national settlements with opioid manufac-
turers and distributors and are restricted by
law for use in opioid prevention, treatment,
recovery and remediation efforts.

Commissioners said the Department of
Community Resources will distribute the
funds to support evidence-based programs
addressing substance use disorder.

Hance said the board has a responsibil-
ity to ensure settlement dollars are used
carefully and for their intended purpose,
emphasizing the importance of investing
in programs that produce measurable out-
comes for individuals and families affected
by addiction.

County Recognizes America’s 250th
Anniversary

During the meeting, the board also adopted
a proclamation recognizing the upcoming
250th anniversary of the founding of the
United States, which will be commemorated
nationwide in 2026.

This action highlighted Calvert County’s
colonial roots and historical significance
during the Revolutionary era, noting that
the anniversary presents an opportunity
for education, reflection and community
engagement. Commissioners encouraged
local organizations, schools and residents
to participate in commemorative efforts tied

to the milestone.

Legislative Priorities Outlined Ahead of
Annapolis Session

As the Maryland General Assembly
begins its 90-day session, commissioners
outlined several legislative priorities that
could affect Calvert County.

Commissioners indicated the board
opposes the Maryland Transit and Housing
Opportunity Act, expressing concern that the
proposal could weaken local authority over
zoning decisions, including parking require-
ments and residential density standards. Also
emphasized was that local governments
are best positioned to assess infrastructure
capacity and community needs.

Commissioners also reaffirmed their
intent to protect Calvert County’s share
of Highway User Revenue, which sup-
ports road maintenance and transportation
improvements across the county.

Throughout the meeting, commissioners
returned to a consistent theme of balance—
balancing growth with infrastructure, devel-
opment with community character, fiscal
responsibility with future needs and forward
planning with historical preservation. The
actions taken Tuesday underscore a county
government focused on stewardship of its
finances, land use and legacy.
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Calvert Awarded
ENOUGH Grant

Calvert County has been awarded $39,485
from the Governor’s Office for Children’s
Engaging Neighborhoods, Organizations,
Unions, Governments and Households
(ENOUGH) Local Management Board
(LMB) Capacity Building Grant.

This funding will support the county’s
LMB infrastructure and planning efforts to
strengthen community-driven strategies that
address childhood poverty and improve out-
comes for children and families.

In May 2024, Gov. Wes Moore signed
the ENOUGH Act into law as a state-led
response to alleviate childhood poverty.
The initiative provides resources to com-
munities through partnerships with commu-
nity organizations, non-profits and anchor
institutions to improve the quality of life
for Marylanders experiencing multi-gener-
ational poverty.

Priority areas for fiscal year 2026 include:

» Strengthening LMB capacity to

lead and coordinate multi-sector
partnerships

* Supporting data-driven planning and

community needs assessments

» Engaging residents, service providers
and anchor institutions in the develop-
ment of Neighborhood Action Plans

» Aligning local strategies with state-

wide ENOUGH goals focused on edu-
cation, health, economic stability and
community safety

The funding is intended to support upstream
planning and systems-building efforts rather
than direct service delivery, helping commu-
nities implement effective, long-term solu-
tions to reduce childhood poverty.

The Calvert County Family Network
(CCFN) serves as the Local Management
Board for Calvert County, working with
public and private partners to ensure chil-
dren and families thrive.

For more information about CCFN, visit
www.CalvertCountymd.gov/91/Calvert-
County-Family-Network-CCFN or call
CCFN at 410-414-5997. For more infor-
mation about the ENOUGH Initiative, visit
https://goc.maryland.gov/Pages/enough-ini-
tiative.aspx.

County Announces
Martin Luther King Jr.
Day Schedule

The Calvert County Board of County
Commissioners announces county offices
will be closed Monday, Jan. 19, in observance
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. In addition:

* The Appeal Solid Waste Facility,
which includes the landfill and trans-
fer station, and all county convenience
centers will be open Monday, Jan. 19,
with normal operating hours.

* The Solomons Septage Receiving
Facility will be open Monday, Jan. 19,
with normal operating hours.

* The Water & Sewerage billing and
customer service office will be closed
Monday, Jan. 19.

 Calvert County senior centers will be
closed Monday, Jan. 19, and Meals
on Wheels will not be delivered.
Meal delivery is scheduled to resume
Tuesday, Jan. 20.

 All community centers will be closed
Monday, Jan. 19.

* There will be no county bus service
Monday, Jan. 19; service will resume
Tuesday, Jan. 20.

 Calvert Library locations will be closed
Monday, Jan. 19. Downloaded materi-
als and virtual services are available
24/7 at calvertlibrary.info/.

* The Linda L. Kelley Animal Shelter
and Animal Control Division will be
closed Monday, Jan. 19. Animal con-

trol officers will be available for emer-
gencies at 410-535-3491.

e The Calvert Marine Museum and
museum store will be open with nor-
mal hours Monday, Jan. 19.

e Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts
Center will be open with normal oper-
ating hours Monday, Jan. 19.

* Edward T. Hall Aquatic Center will
be open Monday, Jan. 19, with normal
hours.

* All recreation parks including Dunkirk
District Park, Ward Farm Recreation
& Nature Park, Hallowing Point Park
and Cove Point Park will be open with
normal hours Monday, Jan. 19.

* Chesapeake Hills Golf Course is
scheduled to be open with normal
hours Monday, Jan. 19.

* Flag Ponds Nature Park, Kings Landing
Park and Battle Creek Cypress Swamp
will be open Monday, Jan. 19, with
normal operating hours.

» Breezy Point Beach is closed for the
season.

Find information on Calvert County
Government services online at www.
CalvertCountyMd.gov. Stay connected
with Calvert County Government through
the mobile app, newsletters, social media
and more at www.CalvertCountyMd.gov/
StayInformed.
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CALVERT COUNTY POLICE BLOTTER

During the week of December 29, 2025 —
January 4, 2026, Calvert County Sheriff’s
Office Deputies responded to 2,443 calls for
service throughout the community includ-
ing, but not limited to:

Check Welfare / Mental Health: 49
 Disorderly: 7

* Domestics: 13

* Motor Vehicle Crashes: 35

* Patrol Checks / School Checks: 1280
* Suspicious Persons / Vehicles: 27

* Traffic Complaints: 65

* Traffic Stops: 517

* 911 Hang Ups: 43

* ARRESTS: 36

Attempted Burglary: 25-111678 On
December 30, 2025, at approximately
11:34 p.m., Deputy Grabill responded to
an apartment in the 3800 block of 27th
Street in Chesapeake Beach for the report
of a suspicious person. The complainant
reported that two individuals wearing ski
masks attempted to open the front door
before fleeing the area. Surveillance video
showed two male suspects approach the
residence, attempt to open the door, knock,
and then run away when a motion-activated
light turned on. Suspect #1 was described as
wearing a gray hoodie with matching sweat-
pants featuring reflective markings on both
legs and a ski mask. Suspect #2 was wearing
a similar-colored ski mask and hoodie with
dark-colored pants. A search of the area was
conducted; however, no suspects matching
the descriptions were located. The case
remains under investigation.

CDS Violation: 25-111785 On December
31, 2025, at approximately 9:22 a.m., Cpl.
Ward responded to the CVS located at
10095 Southern Maryland Boulevard in
Dunkirk for a reported welfare check after
a driver was observed nodding out inside
a vehicle. During the investigation, a K9
scan of the vehicle resulted in a positive
alert for narcotics. A subsequent search of
the vehicle revealed cocaine and multiple
items of drug paraphernalia. The passenger,
identified as Corey Carnell Thomas, 45,
of Prince Frederick, was taken into custody
without incident. A search conducted at the
Calvert County Detention Center revealed
Thomas was in possession of marijuana.
Thomas was transported to the Calvert
County Detention Center and charged with
CDS: Possession of Paraphernalia, CDS:
Possession Not Cannabis, and Possession
of CDS While Confined.

CDS Violation: 26-000327 On January 1,
2026, DFC Hendrickson was conducting
a patrol check at the 7-11 located at 15 N.
Solomons Island Road in Prince Frederick
when he observed a female inside a parked
vehicle exhibiting erratic behavior. Upon
contact, the driver showed signs of impair-
ment and initially provided a false name. The
driver was later identified as Jamie Lee Lynn
Prisk, 35, of St. Leonard, who was found to
have multiple open warrants. A K9 open-air
sniff conducted by K9 Atlas resulted in a
positive alert for narcotics. A search revealed

suspected cocaine, heroin and/or fentanyl,
drug paraphernalia, and needles. Additional
suspected CDS was located during a search
at the Calvert County Detention Center.
Prisk was charged with CDS: Possession
— Not Cannabis, Possession of Contraband
in a Place of Confinement, Fraud — Per
Identification to Avoid Prosecution, CDS:
Possession of Paraphernalia, and Obstructing
and Hindering.

CDS Violation: 26-000756 On January 3,
2026, Deputy Campbell responded to the
7-Eleven located at 15 N. Solomons Island
Road in Prince Frederick for a reported tres-
passing. Investigation revealed the subject
had previously been trespassed indefinitely
from the property. The individual, identi-
fied as Matthew Leo Greening, 37, of no
fixed address, was advised of the trespass
and taken into custody without incident. A
search incident to arrest revealed multiple
tear-offs and pieces of tin foil containing sus-
pected crack cocaine residue, along with 19
Gabapentin capsules for which Greening had
no prescription. Greening was transported to
the Calvert County Detention Center and
charged with Trespassing—Private Property,
CDS: Possession Not Cannabis, and CDS:
Possession of Paraphernalia (x5).

CDS Violation: 26-111690 On December
31,2025, Deputy MclIntosh initiated a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle traveling at a speed
exceeding the posted limit in the area of
MD Route 4 South and Hickory Ridge
Road in Dunkirk. During the investigation,
deputies observed Sheri Anne Manning,
62 of Prince Frederick, holding a baggie
containing a white, rock-like substance in
her left hand and a glass smoking device
in her right hand. A subsequent search
revealed a plastic container in her pants
pocket containing approximately 6.2 grams
of cocaine. Manning advised that she trav-
els to Washington, D.C., for the purpose of
purchasing cocaine. Manning was taken into
custody without incident and transported
to the Calvert County Detention Center.
While being processed, detention center
personnel located an additional paper fold
containing suspected cocaine in her front
pants pocket. Manning was charged with
CDS: Possession with Intent to Distribute
Narcotics, CDS: Possession — Not Cannabis,
CDS: Possession of Paraphernalia, and
Possession of CDS While Confined.

CDS Violation: 25-001233 On January 4,
2026, DFC Huy initiated a traffic stop for
an equipment violation. During the stop, the
driver was identified as Teresa Ann Tucker,
62, of Upper Marlboro. An investigation
revealed Tucker did not possess a valid
driver’s license and was driving while sus-
pended. A K9 scan of the vehicle resulted in
apositive alert for the presence of narcotics.
A subsequent search of the vehicle revealed
two glass smoking devices containing crack
cocaine residue and a white rock-like sub-
stance identified as crack cocaine. Tucker
was taken into custody without incident,
transported to the Calvert County Sheriff’s

Office, and charged with CDS: Possession
of Paraphernalia and CDS: Possession — Not
Cannabis.

Obstructing Justice: 25-111059 On
December 29, 2025, DFC Hudson initiated
a traffic stop for expired registration along
Rt. 4 at German Chapel Road in Prince
Frederick. During the investigation, the
front-seat passenger initially provided a
false name. The passenger was later iden-
tified as Fernando NMN Euzman, 42, of
New Carrollton. A records check revealed
Euzman had an active warrant through
the Maryland State Police. He was taken
into custody without incident and charged
with False Statement to an Officer and
Obstructing and Hindering.

Robbery: 25-111242 On December 29,
2025, at approximately 7:38 p.m., deputies
from the Calvert County Sheriff’s Office
Patrol Bureau responded to the Verizon
Wireless store located at 2969 Plaza Drive
in Dunkirk for the report of a robbery that
had just occurred. Investigation revealed
a suspect described as a black male wear-
ing a gray zip-up sweatshirt with the hood
up, a blue surgical mask, and light-colored

jeans entered the store, cut multiple iPhone
display devices from the wall, and fled the
scene. The total value of damaged property
is estimated at $1,500, and the estimated
value of stolen property is $31,335.75. This
case remains under investigation.

Theft: 25-111164 On December 29, 2025,
Deputy Campbell responded to the 100 block
of Potomac Court in Prince Frederick for a
reported theft. The complainant advised that
several cabinets and cabinet hardware were
stolen from a residence under construction.
The estimated value of the stolen property
is $7,056.37. The incident remains under
investigation.

Theft: 25-111146 On December 29, 2025,
Cpl. Ridgeley responded to the 400 block of
Comstock Drive in Lusby for the report of
a theft. The complainant advised that four
SRT wheels and rims were stolen from a
carport on the property. The wheels are
described as five-spoke black SRT rims with
Continental All-Season 40ZR20 106W XL
tires. The estimated value of the stolen prop-
erty is $2,901.54. The case remains under
investigation.

Legal Notices

https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/.

Maltby@stmaryscountymd.gov.

j/4304276617?0mn=89904715192

audio and visual image.

C-SMMPO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting Public Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Calvert — St. Mary’s Metropolitan
Planning Organization, C-SMMPO, will conduct a Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) meeting at the Walter Francis Duke Terminal Conference Room located

at 44200 Airport Road, California, MD 20619 on Monday, February 2, 2026,
beginning at 3:00 p.m. to receive an update from the MPO Boundary Working
Group and to discuss 2027 UPWP Funding. The agenda can be viewed at

This public meeting is required by law to accept public and staff comments. All
members of the public and interested parties will have an opportunity to provide
public comments regarding the TAC meeting agenda.

Comments may be submitted on or before Friday, January 30, 2026, and should
be addressed to the Long Range Planning Division, P.O. Box 653, Leonardtown,
MD 20650 or to Karly Maltby, MPO Administrator via email at Karly.

This meeting can be attended virtually, the Meeting ID is 430 427 6617, the
call-in number is (301) 715-8592. Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/

For questions or more information, please contact Karly Maltby, MPO
Administrator, with St. Mary’s County Government’s Department of Land

Use & Growth Management at 301-475-4200 ext. 1507 or via email at Karly.
Maltby@stmaryscountymd.gov or visit https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/.

Any person requiring special arrangements related to the Americans with
Disabilities Act shall notify the C-SMMPO no less than 72 hours prior to the

date of the scheduled meeting so that necessary special arrangements can be
made in order to facilitate participation. All content of these proceedings is
subject to disclosure under the Maryland Public Information Act. Photographic
and electronic audio and visual broadcasting and recording devices are used
during the meetings. These are public meetings and attendance at these meetings
automatically grants St. Mary’s County Government permission to broadcast your
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Acoustic Frog Study Highlights Rarely-
Observed Species

A recent scientific study led by the Calvert
Marine Museum’s Estuarine Biology
Department has documented the species
diversity of frogs and the presence of rare
species across Southern Maryland and
Virginia’s Northern Neck, using nighttime
acoustic recording technology to monitor
amphibian calls.

The research, conducted during the 2025
FrogWatch season, was supported by a grant
from the Chesapeake Bay Trust, with addi-
tional equipment provided by CHESPAX.
Ten acoustic recorders were deployed at
sites across the region to detect frog and toad
species that are difficult to observe through
traditional field surveys.

While the study did not detect the
state-protected species researchers had
hoped to document, the recorders confirmed
Eastern spadefoot at five of the 10 sites—a
rare find for animals that live underground
and only emerge one or two nights a year to
breed. The results of the study were recently
published in the peer-reviewed scientific
journal Banisteria and are available online at
virginianaturalhistorysociety.com/banisteria

“Acoustic monitoring allows us to doc-
ument species that are active at night and
often go unheard by humans,” said Matt
Neff, curator of estuarine biology at the
Calvert Marine Museum. “These findings
add valuable data about the distribution of
rare amphibians in our region and help guide
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REAL ESTATE
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MERCHANDISE
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Eastern spadefoot

future conservation work.”

In addition to Eastern spadefoot, the
study documented 10 additional frog and
toad species overall. During the 2025 sea-
son, FrogWatch monitors submitted 1,263
FrogWatch observations, supplemented by
456 observations collected by the acoustic
recorders, marking our most active season
to date. Since 2013, the Southern Maryland
(and surrounding DMV) FrogWatch chap-

YOUR ONLINE
COMMUNITY FOR
CHARLES, CALVERT,
& ST. MARY’S COUNTY

ter, hosted by the Calvert Marine Museum,
has recorded more than 5,400 frog call
observations.

To make the research more accessible
to the public, the museum has created a
visually engaging poster summarizing the
study’s findings, partner organizations, and
monitoring locations. The poster offers a
concise overview of the project for audi-
ences who may not wish to read the full

scientific publication.

Looking ahead, the FrogWatch program
will expand in 2026 with new funding from
the Cove Point Natural Heritage Trust,
allowing researchers to deploy recorders
at additional sites in Calvert County. The
chapter is also working with Calvert County
Parks and Recreation to monitor additional
sites in the county. The upcoming season
will also include targeted efforts to docu-
ment Eastern Narrow-mouthed Toads and
Carpenter Frogs, both are species of partic-
ular interest to regional researchers.

The Calvert Marine Museum will host
and partner on several FrogWatch training
sessions in early 2026 for community mem-
bers interested in participating. Upcoming
FrogWatch Trainings are below:

» Saturday, Feb. 7, 11 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
— Virtual (Zoom), hosted by Calvert
Marine Museum

* Wednesday, Feb. 11, 7-8:30 p.m.
— Virtual (Zoom), Natural History
Society of Maryland

* Sunday, Feb. 15, 2-3:30 p.m. — Kings
Landing Park, Calvert County Parks
and Recreation

* Wednesday, Feb. 18, 6:30-8 p.m. —
Flag Ponds Park, Calvert County Parks
and Recreation

You can register for the trainings or
learn more here atcalvertmarinemuseum.
com/511/FrogWatch

Large Fossil Shell
Collection Donated to
Calvert Marme Museum

Rental truck filled with cabinets housing Barry
Norbeck'’s fossil shell collection donated to the CMM.

Longtime fossil shell collector Barry
Norbeck donated thousands of shells and
other invertebrate fossils to the Calvert
Marine Museum (CMM). This is the largest
and most important local fossil shell collec-
tion ever received by the museum.

The collection is especially valuable
scientifically for several reasons. Norbeck
carefully documented where each specimen
was collected, sought out even small and
rare shells, and preserved material from sites
that are no longer accessible due to shoreline
armoring or development.

Fossil barnacles and coral. Photos by Laine Gleisner-
Ritchey.

The Calvert Marine Museum gratefully
acknowledges the generosity of Barry
Norbeck in donating this collection. There
is much to be learned from this world-class
assemblage, and museum staff look forward
to sharing its stories with the public.

Plans are underway to share highlights
of the Norbeck fossil shell collection with
the public during a special museum event
in mid-June. Additional details will be
announced in the coming months.

Press release from CMM



LUMBER Cold Spring Structures

What projects are you considering?

Cabinets, furniture, shelving, built-ins, cutting boards, etc. 30 1 _ 8 8 4_ SHED (7433)

WE HAVE THE KILN DRY WOOD YOU NEED! Shop and Office: 26888 Mary Dixon Rd. | Mechanicsville

Ash - Mapl Qualzt Storage Sheds and Gam es
BZech P:::Iaer y > y liOR ALL _

i o

Cedar Red Oak — > r .
Cherry - Walnut " o YOUR STUFF!”

Hickor
y White Oak Self-Service Display: 23710 N. Patuxent Beach Rd. | California

(J‘h an {Q a Hours: Monday-Friday (8am-4pm) By the Solomons bridge (St. Mary’s side)
Wood Products Phone: 301-475-5757 LOCALLY OWNED! BUILT! SOLD!

ILoveville, MD

Jay Brubacker, Builder/Retailer

COLE

TRAVEL

46924 Shangri-La Drive * Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497

www.coletravel.hiz

Handy Gal Services

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning,
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing
and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting &
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly
Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to
the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal

AND SO MUCH MORE! -

ALL FOR A LOW PRICE!
Just call Sam 410-830-1223
References Available

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE | | .o

“Where Service Comes First” O

Plastic Road Pipes

6" - 24:in Stock HOME RENOVATIONS LLC

Other Sizes Available Llceusenmigﬁg;g gnsuazo
Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts

Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm
Saturday 7 am to 4 pm « Sunday Closed
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm
27898 Point Lookout Road * Loveville, Md - 20656

_ SHOP LOCAL!

We use an easy five-step design-
build process to get your dream
remodel done on time and on
budget.

CALL 240.701.1995 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE or EMAIL US

at prohomerenovatton52024@gma|I.com
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Logan Anthony
Trossbach passed
{ away suddenly
| on December 26,
2025, at Children’s
National Hospital in
Washington, DC. He
was eight years old.

Logan was born
on December 31, 2016, at John Hopkins
Hospital, in Baltimore City, Maryland, to
Tracy Marie Payne and Joseph Anthony
Trossbach. Logan was baptized at Children’s
National Hospital in the Washington, DC.
He was a beloved student at Greenview
Knolls Elementary School in Great Mills,
Maryland.

Logan loved being outside, he was in
the St. Mary’s County Little League and
he loved going to the playground. He was
always ready to ride on anything with a
motor, especially riding the tractor with
Pop, and he was fascinated with motorcy-
cles. He loved going fishing. Being outside
brought him happiness, and his smile and
energy were a light to all who knew him.
When he was indoors, he loved playing
video games especially Mario and pretend-
ing to play restaurant and serving you his
food creations.

Logan is survived by his loving parents,
Tracy Marie Payne and Joseph Anthony
Trossbach; his sisters, Desiree Trossbach,
Savannah Trossbach and Genevieve
“Ginny” Trossbach; his grandparents Nancy
Hopkins, Lawrence Pilkerton and Barbara
and David Trossbach; his aunts and uncles,
Chris Hopkins (Jennifer), Joseph Hopkins
(Shirley), Alan Payne (Molly), Louise
Pritchard (CP Cameron), James “Jimmy”
Payne (Chris), Jennifer Payne, Barbie
Hopkins, David Trossbach (Amber), Lisa
Trossbach, Crystal Harris (Corey), George
Harris (Mary), Joyce Johnson (Walter),
Ann Simmons (Frank) and Ginger Long
(Kenny); along with extended family and
many friends who will forever cherish his
memory. He is preceded in death by his
grandfather Leroy Payne.

Family and friends will be received on
Friday, January 16, 2026, from 10:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. at Brinsfield Funeral Home,
22955 Three Notch Road, Leonardtown,
MD 20650. A funeral service will follow
at 12:00 p.m., officiated by Pastor Dan
Negroni. Interment will take place following
the service at Charles Memorial Gardens,
26325 Point Lookout Road, Leonardtown,
MD 20650.

Pallbearers will be his dad, Joey
Trossbach, his uncles David Trossbach,
Jimmy Payne and Alan Payne. Honorary
Pallbearers are Desiree, Savannah, Ginny
Trossbach, Chris Hopkins, Joey Hopkins,
Matt Moore and Alexis Moore.

Donations may be made directly to
Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A., to assist with
funeral expenses.

Arrangements are being handled by
Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

Jennifer Lynn
Huntington, 61, of
Avenue, MD, passed
away unexpectedly
on January 2, 2026.
She was born on
June 30, 1964, in
Leonardtown, MD

V ' and was the youngest
daughter of the late Robert Joseph Arnold and
the late Hilda Mae Goldsmith Arnold. She is
survived by her sister, Barbara J. (Bobbie)
Lacey (Jimmy), of Avenue, MD; nephew,
Aaron J. Fenwick (Amanda); niece, Amy
M. White (Donny), and many great nieces,
great nephews, cousins, and friends. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was preceded in death
by her husband, Robert Wayne Huntington,
whom she married on March 17, 1990, at
Holy Angels Catholic Church, Avenue, MD;
her fiancé, Wayne Bradley Edger, and broth-
er-in-law, Joseph Anthony (Andy) Fenwick.

Jennifer was a lifelong resident of
St. Mary’s County, MD and graduate of
Chopticon High School Class of 1982. She
was employed as an office/medical assistant
by various medical offices.

Jennifer started her 43 years of volun-
teer service in July 1982 with the Seventh
District Volunteer Rescue Squad as a Junior
member following in her father’s foot-
steps. She was an EMT, a Lifetime mem-
ber, Sunshine Committee Chairperson, long
term Delegate to the Southern Maryland
Volunteer Fireman’s Association and the
Maryland State Firefighters Association and
served in previous years as Corresponding
Secretary. She also volunteered with ACTS.
In April 2023, she joined the Seventh
District Volunteer Rescue Squad Auxiliary.

She enjoyed spending time with her fam-
ily and friends and playing cards.

The family will receive friends on Monday,
January 19, 2026, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM,
with EMS and Auxiliary prayers at 7:00 PM,
in the Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home,
Leonardtown, MD. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated on Tuesday, January
20, 2026, at 10:00 AM in Holy Angels
Catholic Church, Avenue, MD, with Father
Oberle officiating and Deacon Lloyd co-of-
ficiating. Interment will follow at Charles
Memorial Gardens, Leonardtown, MD.

Serving as pallbearers will be Aaron
Fenwick, Amy White, Donny White, Mike
Abell, Jason Rice, and Brian Springer.
Honorary pallbearers will be Natalie
Thompson, Leanne Fenwick, Stephanie
Buckler, and the members of the Seventh
District Volunteer Rescue Squad and Auxiliary.

In lieu of flowers, we kindly ask for dona-
tions made to the Seventh District Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 7, Avenue, MD
20609 and/or A.C.T.S., P.O. Box 54,
Bushwood, MD 20618.

Condolences may be made to the family
at www.mgth.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays

Leonard Harding
“Hardy” Simmons,
Jr., 77, of Clements,
Maryland, formerly
of Camp Springs,
Maryland, passed
away peacefully
at his residence on

) January 5, 2026.
He was born in Washington, D.C. on July
4, 1948, to the late Leonard Harding, Sr.
and Doris Earnshaw Simmons. He mar-
ried Connie Marie Williams on Nov. 15,
1980. They shared 45 wonderful years
together and especially enjoyed their trips
to Williamsburg, VA.

After graduating from Crossland High
School in 1966, Hardy worked at Pepco and
he also was a welder. He worked for more
than 20 years at Brandywine Auto Parts until
his retirement in 2017.

Hardy is survived by his wife Connie, a
son Leonard Harding “Traye” Simmons, 11
(Ronda) of Drums, Pa., a daughter, Carrie
Lynn Hubert (John) of Prince George, Va.,
two brothers, Gary A. Simmons of Bovina
Center, N.Y. and David A. Simmons (Mary)
of Clements, Md. He is also survived by
two grandsons, Timothy (Autumn) and
Tyler (Hattie) Simmons of Drums, Pa., one
granddaughter, Miranda Hubert of Prince
George, Va., one great-granddaughter,
Bexley Hubert of Colonial Heights, Va.
and two great-grandsons, Rylan Faris of
Colonial Heights, Va. and Owen Simmons
of Drums, Pa. Also, two nephews, David E.
Simmons of Summerville, S.C. and John L.
(Chrissy) Simmons of Alexandria, VA.

All services will be private.

Memorial contributions can be made to
Hospice of St. Mary’s or the organization
of your choice.

Vicki Cobbs, 73

Vicki Jo Cobbs, a
loving mother and
cherished friend,
passed away peace-
fully, leaving behind
a legacy of kind-
ness and warmth.
Born on April 4,
1951, in Seargent,
Nebraska, to Keith and Eunice Chamley,
Vicki embraced life with a spirit of love and
compassion. A devoted homemaker for most
of her life, she also treasured her time at the
Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship,
where she enjoyed her work and formed
lasting relationships.

Vicki found great joy in cooking and car-
ing for her family, always striving to cre-
ate a warm and welcoming home. She was
preceded in death by her beloved husband,
Chuck Cobbs, her youngest son, Timothy
Cobbs, and niece, Whitney Rose Gravetter.
Vicki is survived by her oldest son, Tommy
Cobbs; her sisters, Candance Gravetter, and
Jane (Jerry) Chandler, also of Kansas City,

T ey

MO; her brother, Steve (Terressa) Chamley
of Council Bluffs, IA; and her cherished
nieces, Claire Staub of Omaha, NE, and
Ellen Tjaden of Council Bluffs, IA.

Vicki was preceded in death by: Keith
Chanley, Eunice Theilmann

In recognition of Vicki’s life and to honor
the love she shared, prayers and services
will be held at Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral
Home, Leonardtown, MD, on Wednesday,
January 21, 2026, at 10:00 AM, with Father
John Nguyen Following the service, Vicki
will be laid to rest at St. George’s Catholic
Church Cemetery, Valley Lee, MD. Her
memory will be forever cherished by all
who knew her. May she rest in peace.

Condolences may be made to the family
at www.mgth.com.

Arrangements Provided by the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

Kenny Abbott, 54

Kenneth Wayne
Abbott, “Kenny”,
54, of California,
MD, passed away
on January 9, 2026,
at his home. Born on
i April 13, 1971, in
iifl Leconardtown, MD,

W il he was the son of
Patricia Genevieve Abbott, of California,
MD, and the late Lewis Edmund Abbott.
Kenny was the loving husband of the late
Rebecca Lynn Abbott, whom he married on
May 1, 1998, in Leonardtown, MD, and who
preceded him in death on June 20, 2019.
In addition to his mother, he is survived
by his daughter, Laura Richards (Kyle) of
California, MD, his sister, Jennifer Scott
(Abbott) of California, MD, and his nephew,
Douglas Scott, of California, MD.

Kenny was a lifelong St. Mary’s County,
MD resident and earned his GED. He was
a phone technician for Verizon for 28 years,
retiring in September 2025.

In his spare time, Kenny enjoyed fish-
ing, crabbing, kayaking, and music; he was
currently learning the guitar. His favorite
pastime was spending time with his loved
ones. Kenny will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.

The family will receive friends on
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, from 5:00 PM
to 8:00 PM, with prayers recited at 7:00 PM,
in the Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home,
Leonardtown, MD, where a funeral service
will be held in the funeral home chapel on
Thursday, January 22, 2026, at 10:00 AM.
Interment will follow at Charles Memorial
Gardens, Leonardtown, MD. Serving as
pallbearers will be Ricky Johnson, Ryan
Clarke, Shane Allen, Matthew Clements,
Patrick Allen, and Walter Wyne.

Condolences may be made to the family
at www.mgth.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.
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This Better Work

By Ronald N. Guy, Jr.
Contributing Writer

One season continues, several final chapters in another masterpiece are waiting
to be written. Meanwhile, the main characters in next year’s epic are involved
in a high-stakes game of musical chairs, the outcome of which will produce a
summer of speculation and storylines deep into the fall.

It is a strange concurrency that fractures the league and fanbases — one group
lost in the moment, the other bidding a grateful adieu to a plagued present for
the future’s hope — but it is how every NFL season ends, and the next begins.

Black Friday madness is tempered now. Early mornings, long lines, high
stress, disturbing videos of human mobs sprinting through department stores,
and fights erupting over high-demand holiday merchandise are rare. Thankfully,
on-line purchases, early release deals and Cyber Monday have cooled nerves
and decentralized shopping. Conversely, the NFL’s Black Monday, the day
after the regular season ends, maintains all of its bite.

Six NFL head coaches were fired on this edition of Black Monday. With two
other coaches already having been relieved of their duties during the season,
a quarter of the league’s franchises are now searching for new leaders. Mix in
a few fired coordinators, general managers and staff upheavals accompanying
head coaching changes, and chaos rules over a big wedge of the NFL pie. This
sounds nuts, given the cohesion required to win NFL football games, but it is
an annual league ritual as reliable as Yellowstone’s faithfully bursting geyser.

One year ago, the Washington Commanders were wrapping up a 12-win
season, Jayden Daniels had completed an historically prolific rookie campaign
and the team was about to launch a playoff run that would include two road
wins and the franchise’s first conference championship game appearance since
grunge music killed the hair metal era.

That same team is now exiting a dismal five-win 2025 season that saw
Daniels play in just seven games and is processing the departure of offensive
coordinator Kliff Kingsbury and defensive coordinator Joe Witt — an unimag-
inable scenario 12 months ago. Such is the fine line in the NFL, an acronym
officially standing for National Football League but with a well-earned alter-
native meaning of Not For Long.

The realized fallout of Washington’s collapse — changes in both coordina-
tors — is significant, but the potential consequences are greater. Washington
will find a new OC and DC. As of this writing, the former was already filled
via an internal promotion: David Blough, previously the team’s quarterbacks
coach, will assume OC duties. A DC will be in place soon enough, perhaps by
the time this column hits newsstands (I wish those still existed; at least paper
boxes are strategically placed around Southern Maryland). The hires will be
scrutinized near-term, but by minicamp in May, next season will be the focus.

About that: Next season, that is. Adam Peters and head coach Dan Quinn
arrived in D.C. with much fanfare. The former was praised as a home run hire;
the latter was hailed a proven commodity with a unique ability to connect with
people. One year ago, their stocks could not have been higher. With the team’s
struggles, the failure of most of Peters’s draft picks to make meaningful con-
tributions, and now the ousting of two key staff members who were hired less
than two years ago, Peters and Quinn occupy very hot seats.

Flip the roster. Make a few bold trades. Shuffle the depth chart. Stand in
front of the media and talk to a plan and absolute alignment between general
manager and coach (and by all means do it so politely and with such social
savvy that it makes the trained eye question your sincerity). All good. But know
that we know this: Blowing out your hand-selected coordinators two years in
and a season after an NFC Championship Game appearance indicates internal
chaos and the need for scapegoats. In Kingsbury and Whitt, Peters and Quinn
found theirs. Fine...competition and unsatisfactory outcomes often demand
big changes in any walk of life. But this better work. If things go sideways
again in 2026, the stinky pile of blame gets dumped on Peters’s and Quinn’s
doorsteps, and their doorsteps alone.

Send comments to RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com

FINANCIALFOCUS®

Putting your aging
parents’ wishes first

As your parents grow older, it may be time to talk with them about financial
and aging issues, which may involve difficult conversations.

You’ll want to be careful how you approach this. Mention ahead of time
that you’d like to talk to them about their future plans and reassure them that
you want to understand their wishes, so their affairs will be taken care of as
they would like.

If your parents are agreeable, choose a comfortable location and ask whom
to invite (or not invite). Then, think about how to open the conversation, pref-
erably not with what they want to do with their money, as this could be inter-
preted as your seeking information about your inheritance or being skeptical
about their financial decisions. Instead, build a broader discussion about their
vision for their aging years. A series of shorter conversations may allow you to
cover topics more comfortably rather than trying to solve everything at once.

Try to address these areas:

* Health care — Seek to learn whether your parents have established appro-
priate health-related legal documents such as a health care power of attor-
ney, which gives someone the authority to make decisions about their
medical care if they become unable, and a living will, which spells out
the extraordinary medical treatments they may or may not want.

» Independence — As people age, they may begin to lose their indepen-
dence. Have your parents considered options for long-term care, such
as an assisted living community, a nursing home or a home health aide?
If they plan to receive support from family members, do your parents’
expectations match yours?

 Financial goals — Focusing on the personal and financial aspects of the
legacy your parents want to leave can be a valuable conversation. Have
they updated their will or other estate documents, such as a living trust?
Have they created a durable power of attorney for a trusted family member
to make financial decisions for them if they become incapacitated? Do
they have the proper beneficiary designations on their insurance policies,
retirement plan and bank accounts? If you position these issues around
your parents having control over transferring their assets, rather than
curiosity over “who will get what,” you’ll more likely have a productive
conversation.

» Last wishes — You’ll want to learn whether your parents have instructions
in their will about their funerals and last wishes. Express that you or
another close family member should know who is responsible for making
sure their wishes are met in a timely fashion.

Money, independence and aging can be sensitive topics. You don’t have to
go it alone, though — enlist help from another close family member. Or, if your
parents work with an attorney, financial professional or other trusted advisor,
consider asking if they’re interested in having them participate in your talks.
You might even be able to introduce your parents to one of your advisors.

In any case, keep talking. These conversations can be challenging, but if
handled correctly can be of great benefit to your parents and your entire family.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Contributed by David McDonough, Financial Advisor at Edward Jones
Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302, Leonardtown, MD 20650
301 997 1707
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The Benefits of Residential Solar Energy

Solar energy panels have gained visibility
in neighborhoods across the country. Where
it once was a rarity to see solar panels on
the roofs of homes, today a stroll or drive
around a given community is bound to
reveal a number of homeowners have made
the transition to solar power. You may be
wondering if the investment is worth it.
Solar panels harvest energy from the
sun through the use of photovoltaic cells.
These semiconductor materials absorb pho-
tons from the sun, and the photons release
electrons from the atoms of the semicon-
ductor material. According to Forbes, the
flow of these electrons within the cell cre-
ates an electric current directed to circuits.
Solar panels can be placed anywhere there is
abundant sunlight, such as in open fields. In
residential areas, they’re most often placed
on roofs to get the most sun exposure.
Although having solar panels on the roof
may affect the aesthetic of a home, many
people find the benefits far outweigh such
issues. Consider these perks to going solar.
* Save money: One of the draws of solar
power is the ability to save money on
your monthly utility bill. Electricity
costs seemingly rise year after year. The
Solar Energy Industries Association®
says the cost of solar has decreased
by more than 70 percent in the past
decade compared to the cost of elec-
tricity, which has risen about five per-
cent. Over the course of a solar panel
life span, which is typically between
25 and 30 years, it’s possible to save

$25,500 to $33,000 on electricity.

* More affordable: As noted, the cost
of installing solar panels continues
to drop. Investopedia says up-front
cost of a residential solar power sys-
tem is between $3,500 and $16,000,
depending on the size of the system.
Energy.gov says the United States has
extended the federal residential solar
tax credit, and you can save a 30 per-
cent tax credit on the cost of solar sys-
tems through January 1,2033. Options
abound for financing to make solar
more affordable.

o Increased home value: According

- Semner
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to the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory, homeowners can increase
the value of their homes by $20 for
every $1 in savings on electrical bills
from solar energy. Homes with solar
panels sell 4 percent higher than those
that don’t have them.

* Get paid back: Solar incentives in some
areas may enable homeowners to turn
profits in addition to generating elec-
tric bill savings. Solar renewable energy
credits compensate you for the electric-
ity that the solar panel system generates.

* Avoid disruptions in power.: Strong
storms or even accidents that affect

power lines can knock out traditional
electricity for hours. Battery storage
combined with solar energy can be
beneficial during a disruption in power,
and eliminate the need to purchase a
backup generator.

» Protect the planet: Burning of fossil
fuels to generate power contributes to
carbon emissions. Switching to solar
can reduce carbon emissions and help
prevent air and water contamination.

Solar energy panels are becoming more

visible in residential neighborhoods thanks
in large parts to the many benefits such pan-
els provide.

Give Your Living Room a New Vib

T

An “out with the old, in with the new” men-
tality can extend to people’s visions for their
homes. A home in need of repair or renova-
tion can serve as a catalyst to take inven-
tory of personal style and help make interior
spaces reflect one’s unique vibe.

A living room can grow stale over time
and often serves as a catch-call for clothing,
blankets, gadgets, and other items. Upon
recognizing a living room has seen better
days, individuals may decide it’s time to
give the space a new vibe. That transfor-
mation can start with these strategies.

Organize first

Clutter frequently is the culprit behind a
living room that may not give off the vibe
individuals desire. As families grow and
people add belongings, space may be at a
premium. Less is more has never been a
more important concept. Remove extrane-
ous items before purchasing new furniture
or transitioning to a new design. You may
even want to remove everything and start
from scratch before reintroducing desirable
elements to the space.

Seek the assistance of professionals

Some people are adept at decorating and
designing spaces. But just as you wouldn’t
perform your own medical procedures, you
should leave jobs like interior design and
renovations to the professionals. Hiring a
professional interior designer and contrac-
tors can really bring a living room together
in ways homeowners may have never imag-

ined. These pros can build off of your ideas
and truly create a space that may be worthy
of a magazine spread.

Promote wellness

You may want to consider adding natural
materials in the design to promote well-be-
ing. Eco-friendly furnishings, raw fibers and
organic textures will create an environment
from sustainable choices. Plenty of plants
also can create a welcoming environment
that helps you surround yourself with posi-
tive energy and the items you love.

Light it up

One of the easiest ways to transform a
room’s vibe is to utilize lighting. Change
draperies to allow more natural light to shine
in. Consider additional windows or sky-
lights if yours is a particularly dark home.
If you desire to create a more vivid or cozy
ambiance, use a combination of accent, task
and supplemental lighting in the space so
there are no dim corners.

Create an industrial or urban vibe
Industrial-chic design celebrates the bones
of a building. It’s what makes city lofts so

appealing, with their exposed beams and
brick. Even those who live in suburbia or
out in the country can give a living room
this look with subtle nods to the style.
Unadorned windows, clean lines on furni-
ture, oversized, gallery-style art, and metal
accents can add touches of this popular look
to your home.

Revamping a living room doesn’t have to
be difficult. With an idea in place and some
professional touches, an entirely new vibe
can be achieved.
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Upgrade Your Home
for Modern Living

Modern home features like this smart thermostat can offer both convenience and cost savings.

nience and cost savings. Smart home
technology is available across a wide
range of budgets, ranging from thou-
sands of dollars for a complete home
automation to roughly $100 for a small
change like a smart thermostat.

* Accessibility features: A home that can
grow with its residents is advantageous.
When choosing renovations, features
like slip-resistant flooring, stylish grab
bars and low-threshold or barrier-free
showers can enable homeowners to age
in place more comfortably.

* Dual owner's suites: Dual owner’s

Remodeling projects allow homeowners
to put their personal stamps on a property.
In addition to choosing a color and design
scheme that fits a particular aesthetic, home-
owners may want to outfit their homes
with various features that can make them
more accommodating to modern living.
Homeowners can use these ideas as a spring-
board for remodeling projects designed to
modernize their homes.

* Open floor plans: Open floor plans
remain coveted characteristics of mod-
ern home architecture. An open layout
enables occupants to feel like they are

enjoying spaces together without hav-
ing to be on top of one another. Since
sightlines are not obstructed in open
floor plans, homeowners can enjoy a
cohesive design style across each level
of the home.

o Eco-friendly features: Eco-friendly
features modernize homes and may
even earn homeowners rebates from the
government. From positioning rooms
to take advantage of natural sunlight
to using environmentally responsible
materials and more efficient appliances
throughout a home, modern homes can
function with a much smaller carbon
footprint than older structures.

Smart home technology: A smart
home is equipped with appliances and
other devices that can be controlled
remotely, typically from a phone or
computer connected to the internet.

suites can be an asset for couples who
choose to sleep separately. The Sleep
Foundation says individuals choose
to sleep in different rooms for a vari-
ety of reasons, notably reduced sleep
interruptions and improved sleep qual-
ity. Plus, an extra bedroom can come
in handy when one person is ill or in
the event a partner snores. Rather than
one person in the relationship getting
the “lesser” space, certain homebuild-
ers now offer plans for dual owner’s
suites so both people get the features
they desire in a bedroom.
Three-season room: Many homeown-
ers aspire to bridge the gap between
the indoors and outside. Three-season
rooms help transition from the yard to
the interior of a home, and offer a touch
of nature without the bugs or unpleas-
ant elements.

Anumber of home improvements can bring
homes up to the standards of modern living.

Investopedia notes that smart home
technology offers homeowners conve-

LOCAL ADVERTISING
IS MORE
THAN EVER.

TO SEE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEXT HOME & GARDEN,
OR IN OTHER SPECIAL SECTIONS LIKE THIS ONE,
CONTACT THE COUNTY TIMES AT 301-373-4125
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REFRIGERATION

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
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Why choose Hancock Refrigeration, Heating
& Air Conditioning as your HVAC experts?

o’fo

Honest, NATE-Trained
technicians who are
equipped for any task

Prompt appointment
times, including 24/7
emergency repairs

K

100% satisfaction guarantee

/

Transparent pricing
& clear service quotes

Free 2-year labor warranty

Family owned & operated
for over 55 years

Mark Hancock, President

Heating, Cooling,
& Commercial Refrigeration




Burch Oil & Propane = Burchoil

NEW YEAR. - -
SMARTER HOME 0.,
COMFORT. *

C Start the year by

improving the comfort and
efficiency of your home. From
heating system upgrades and
tune-ups to propane solutions like
tankless water heaters, Burch Oil
& Propane delivers reliable
service with a neighborly touch.

$500 OFF SELECT EQUIPMENT

Mention this ad and receive $500 off select equipment, including furnaces, boilers,
tankless water heaters, generators, heat pumps, etc. Terms and conditions apply.

Our expert team will walk you through
home comfort options tailored to your
needs. Ask us for a free quote!

Comfort you can count on.

@urchoiD Burch Prop%

CONNECT WITH US: burchoil.com . 301-373-2131
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WE TEACH!

\, LEARN TO SPIN, WEAVE, KNIT, AND CROCHET.

CALL FOR DETAILS: 301-475-3899

WED & THU 10-4
FRI & SAT 10-5

301-475-FUZZ (3899)
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. Southern Marylands most dehghtful place o ghopl

27056 Mt Zion Church Rd | Mechanicsville, MD | 301-884-8118
f www.AppleBasketStore.com

INVITATIONAL SH

FEATURING OVER 40 REGIONAL ARTISTS

Reception First Friday, February 6th, 5-8pm ¢ February 3rd thru March 1st
North End Gallery « 301-475-3130 « 41652 Fenwick Street, Leonardtown, MD « Open Sun 11-4pm « Tues - Sat 11-S5pm
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8 IN OUR COMMUNITY

St. Mary’s County Times

Thursday, January 15, 2026

of the
Week

“No such thing as a bad dog.”
Nutrition « Training « Grooming - Daycare - Walking

Pets

sponsored by:
Blareed P
Bl
=

T

Temporarily located inside Well Pet Clinic
21800 N Shangri La Dr, Unit 16 « Lexington Park
Call/Text: 240-431-7834

MEET ARCHER

Hi there, my name is Archer. I'm a 4-yr-old very
handsome gentleman who gets along with other cats
but | would really LOVE a family of my very own.
My dream setup includes a soft bed fit for royalty
and a steady supply of yummy treats delivered on
schedule. Ready to let my charming sharpshooter

personality steal your heart? Bullseye—I'm your guy!
Adoption hours are Mon-Fri 1lam-4pm and Sat 10am-

3pm. To see more of my amazing friends also available

for adoption, “like" us on Facebook @ Charles County
Animal Care Center or at https://www.charlescountymd.
gov/services/animal-care-control/animal-care-center

. MEET JAXX

Jaxx is a 2.5-year-old Pit Bull Terrier who has been
waiting far too long, and we truly don't understand
why. He's sweet, affectionate, eager to learn, and
has that perfect mix of playful energy and snuggly
charm. If you've ever wanted a dog who can
make you laugh, keep you company, and love you
endlessly, Jaxx is your guy. If you are interested in
meeting with Jaxx or learning more about him please
contact Animal Relief Fund (ARF) at 301-866-0303 or
visit www.animalrelieffund.org

Brrnsfoetdd

LIFE CELEBRATION HOMES &
CREMATORY

SERVING YOURS

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services,
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

BRINSFIELD FUNERAL HOME, P.A.
22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301-475-5588

BRINSFIELD FUNERAL HOME, P.A.
30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
301-472-4400

.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR TWO GENERATIONS

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Olympian Tanya Hughes
to Deliver Keynote at
MLK Prayer Celebration

Celebrate the legacy of Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. during the 21st Annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Prayer Celebration on
Monday, Jan.19, at St. Mary’s College of
Maryland. The celebration takes place in
the Great Room of the College’s Campus
Center. Breakfast will begin at 6:30 a.m. and
costs $17.85 at the door. The program will
begin at 8 a.m. at no cost, featuring a key-
note address by Olympian Tanya Hughes.

Hughes, a St. Mary’s County native,
made history as one of the nation’s top high
jumpers, representing the United States at
the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona.

In addition to her success in the Olympics,
she is a NCAA Woman of the Year, four-
time NCAA Champion, former corporate
executive, and founder & CEO of Activate
International and Sportspreneurs.

A graduate of Great Mills High
School, Hughes is an ICF-credentialed,
Georgetown-trained executive coach with a
master’s degree in global management from
Thunderbird Global School of Management.
She equips leaders and communities to
translate purpose into disciplined execu-
tion—building clarity, governance, and
operating rhythms that sustain impact.

As the keynote for the MLK breakfast,
Hughes will deliver a faith-rooted message
of courage, unity and servant leadership
aligned with this year’s theme, “Lighting
the Way.”

Other speakers/performers scheduled
for Monday’s program include Ellington
Carthan, SMCM assistant professor of
music; the St. Peter Claver Catholic Church
Men’s Choir; SMCM President Rhonda
Phillips, Ph.D., FAICP; Rev. Greg Syler,
Rector of Resurrection Parish and Priest in
Charge at All Saints Oakley Parish; U.S.
Rep. Steny Hoyer (D - 5th); a represen-

tative from SMCM’s Board of Trustees;
College of Southern Maryland’s Black
Student Union representative Dayshawn
Rustin; Mia Bowers, president St. Mary’s
County NAACP; Kristia Watkins, president
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®, Nu Zeta
Omega Chapter; Rhythm Club of Spring
Ridge Middle School.

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.©,
Nu Zeta Omega Chapter is holding a dona-
tion drive at the event with the theme
“Project Community Care: From the Cradle
* To the Campus ¢ To the Community.”

AKA is collecting diapers for the
Maryland Diaper Bank, non-perishable food
items for the student pantries at St. Mary’s
College and College of Southern Maryland
and hats & gloves (new) for the Robert J
Fuller House.

A Day of Service is scheduled for the
following Saturday, Jan. 24, at host sites
including: St. Mary’s County Arts Council,
Three Oaks Center, Building Bridges Corp,
Jamaur Law Foundation Inc, Pax River
Naval Air Museum, Historic McConchie
One Room School, Patuxent Habitat for
Humanity, Lexington Park Library, and
The Mission.

The Annual Southern Maryland Martin
Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast draws
community-wide attendance, including
local government officials, religious lead-
ers, and business persons. The event is spon-
sored by St. Mary’s College of Maryland;
St. Mary’s County Branch NAACP The
7025; St. Mary’s County Human Relations
Commission; St. Mary’s County Public
Schools; College of Southern Maryland; Ivy
& Pearls of So. Md. Community Charities;
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®, Nu Zeta
Omega Chapter and Unified Committee for
Afro-American Contributions.

Bar & Grill Opens in San

Souci Plaza

LUX Sports Bar & Grill in San Souci Plaza celebrated their Grand Opening last week. Commissioner Scott
Ostrow is pictured with owners Tanya Dawkins, Leatrice Dawkins, Germaine Brady, & Raven Bowie. Photo by
Ceandra Scott
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Town Seeks Comment

on Public Art

L]
* . Breton Bay Greenway
sind Trailheads
*

Some of the proposed locations for public art projects

By Vada Mercer
Contributing Writer

Leonardtown is moving closer to adopting a
new public art plan that would bring murals,
sculptures and creative design into future
development projects across the town.

A draft public art plan aimed at “inte-
grating public art into civic construction”
has been posted on the town’s website and
is open for public comment through Feb.
2. If finalized, the plan would guide how
Leonardtown incorporates local artists and
creative projects into future development
throughout the town.

The plan was developed with the help of
public art consultants Jo Davis and Todd
Bressi, who worked with town officials to
outline how art could become part of every-
day life in Leonardtown, from new build-
ings and walkways to parks, playgrounds
and waterfront spaces.

Rather than treating art as something
added later, the draft envisions creativity
being embedded into new projects as they
are designed. The goal, according to the doc-
ument, is to help Leonardtown expand how
it sees itself and how it is seen by visitors.

While the town has historically been
known as “a most convenient place,” the
plan imagines a future where Leonardtown
is also “a most friendly place,” “a most wel-
coming place,” ““a most creative place,” and
“a most historic place.”

To achieve this, the draft identifies sev-
eral key areas around town where future
construction could double as opportunities
for public art.

Among the larger proposals are an Ice
House food hall and splash pad at the
Leonardtown Wharf, along with a new
amphitheater and conference hall at Tudor
Hall. Plans also include a lawn and play
area in West Fenwick, a gateway marking
the future extension of West Fenwick Street
at Route 5, a parking garage, and a Breton
Bay Greenway trail that would extend from
the Port of Leonardtown to the Wharf.

Each of these spaces is envisioned as a
canvas for local artists and designers to add
extra flairs of creativity throughout the town.

In addition to major construction proj-
ects, the plan proposes a series of smaller

Ian

“placemaking” efforts designed to bring
visible, short-term creative energy into the
town. These projects are meant to be quicker
to implement and lower in cost, allowing
Leonardtown to build momentum for its
growing arts scene.

Several mural projects are outlined in
the draft. One would be a postcard style
“Leonardtown Welcomes You” mural
placed along a key roadway entering town.
Another would feature mixed media, com-
bining paint and fiber, as the team noticed
a high volume of fiber artists in the town
when collecting data on local artists.

A “mural alley” is proposed for a block
of Park Avenue, and the plan also encour-
ages murals on smaller downtown walls
themed around local history, the environ-
ment and creative practices.

The waterfront is another major focus.
Two art-centered amenities are proposed
for the Wharf, including a large-scale
sculpture that would be visible from both
land and water, creating a distinct, identifi-
able landmark. The plan also recommends
incorporating art into the existing play area,
using themes that connect children’s play
with Leonardtown’s natural surroundings.

Some of the most engaging ideas come
through in the proposed art-based activities.
One placemaking project calls for a nine-
hole mini-golf course that could appear in
different locations around town. Another
suggests a periodic “sculpture derby” in
which artists would design human-pow-
ered vehicles and race them through
Leonardtown’s streets. The plan also
encourages local businesses to host rotat-
ing art exhibits, allowing storefronts and
restaurants to double as informal galleries.

Artistically enhancing everyday ame-
nities is encouraged as well, integrating
artist designs to crosswalks and trolley
stops. The town’s bulletin board could
be replaced with a custom-designed artist
kiosk, while one of the town’s alleys could
be enhanced with sculptures and shaded
seating designed by local creatives.

Together, the proposals aim to make art
a visible and lasting part of Leonardtown's
identity, taking local artists’ talents out of
galleries and filling the streets, bringing
creativity to everyday life.

Steny Hoyer Retires After
45 Years in Congress

Rep. Steny Hoyer announced he will not
seek reelection, ending a 45-year career as
one of the most influential Democrats in
the U.S. House.

Hoyer, 86, delivered an emotional fare-
well speech urging lawmakers to restore
civility and uphold democratic principles.

A longtime St. Mary’s County resident,
Hoyer was a constant presence at commu-
nity events — from parades and school cer-
emonies to veterans’ gatherings — making
him one of the region’s most recognizable
public figures.

Throughout his tenure, he secured major
federal investments for Southern Maryland,
supporting military bases, transportation
projects, and economic development.

His departure marks a major transition
for Maryland’s 5th District after more than
four decades of his leadership.

Photo by Ceandra Scott

County Government
Operations for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day

St. Mary's County Government (SMCQG)
administrative offices will be closed on
Monday, January 19, 2026, in observance
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Offices
will resume normal operating schedules
on Tuesday, January 20, 2026.
The January 19 closure also includes:
» St. Mary's County Libraries
* The Animal Adoption & Resources
Center
» The Senior Activity Centers (Garvey,
Loffler & Northern) and no home-de-
livered meals
* The St. Mary's Transit System (STS)
The following SMCG operations will be
open on January 19:

* Department of Recreation & Parks
programs and facilities
 St. Clements Island Museum*, Piney
Point Lighthouse Museum, and the
Old Jail Museum
* The Convenience Centers and the St.
Andrews Landfill
* Wicomico Shores Golf Course (nor-
mal hours); please note: the Riverview
Restaurant is closed on Mondays
Note: the St. Clement’s Island Museum
is operating on a limited basis due to
construction.

Press release from St. Mary s County
Government

Overnight Work Planned

for Thomas Johnson Bridge
Flagging Operations Begin Sunday Night

The Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration will begin
routine structural and maintenance work on
the MD 4 Bridge over the Patuxent River
(Governor Thomas Johnson Bridge) at
the Calvert/St. Mary’s County line begin-
ning Sunday, January 18. The nighttime
work will continue through late February,
weather permitting.

Crews will close a single-lane and alternate
traffic in the open lane using an overnight
flagging operation Sunday through Thursday,
10 p.m. until 5 a.m. the following morning.
This work includes bridge joint seal replace-
ment, metal welding and other repairs.

Portable variable message signs will be
placed to make travelers aware of the lane
closure. Work will be performed by con-
tractor Covington Machine and Welding
of Annapolis.

Overnight travelers should plan extra
travel time to cross the bridge. This work is
necessary to ensure a safe and reliable trans-
portation system. Drivers are asked to stay
alert, stay focused, look for reduced speed
limits as well as driving pattern changes,
and slow down in construction zones.

The State Highway Administration is
Serious About Safety. Pedestrians and
motorists are urged to remain alert and avoid
distractions when traveling through the work
zone. Motorists should obey all posted speed
limits. Motorists can dial #77 on their mobile
devices for roadside assistance.

For a list of all major State Highway
Administration projects, news and travel
information, visit roads.maryland.gov.

Press release from State Highway
Administration
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Four Suspects Arrested Following Armed

Robbery in California

On Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026, at about 6:05 p.m.,
deputies from the St. Mary’s County Sherift’s
Office Patrol Division were summoned to the
44000 block of Redwood Lane for the report of
an armed robbery. Deputies arrived and spoke
with the victim, who reported an individual
known to him had pointed a handgun at him
and, along with another suspect, had taken cash
and an expensive jacket before leaving the area
in a green passenger car. Three suspects were
apprehended and charged on Sunday evening.

Through investigation, patrol deputies
located the vehicle of interest and observed
three occupants inside. A traffic stop was ini-
tiated, and the driver was identified as Justin
Tyler Chapman, 22, of Lexington Park;

Jevone Daevion Reid

someone under 21 years of age

Brandon Rafael Adams Jr., 18, of Bowie, as * Loaded handgun in vehicle
the front-seat passenger; and Jevone Daevion » Handgun wear/carry and transport in a
Reid, 19, of California, the rear passenger. vehicle on public roads
Detectives from the Criminal Intelligence * Loaded handgun on person
Unit identified Reid as the suspect who * Wear/carry/transport a handgun on
reportedly pointed the handgun at the victim. person

Following a probable cause search of the * Illegal possession of a regulated firearm
vehicle, deputies recovered a loaded Glock * Illegal possession of ammunition
23, .40 caliber handgun, and a 9MM hand- » Use of a firearm during the commission

gun with a machine gun conversion device. of a felony/violent crime

The three suspects were arrested. * Assault first- and second-degree
Reid was charged with 12 counts, including ¢ Theft of $100 to under $1500
* Armed Robbery

* Possession of a regulated firearm by including

Justin Tyler Chapman

Chapman was charged with seven counts,

Legal Notices

C-SMMPO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting Public Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Calvert — St. Mary’s Metropolitan

(TAC) meeting at the Walter Francis Duke Terminal Conference Room located
at 44200 Airport Road, California, MD 20619 on Monday, February 2, 2026,

Group and to discuss 2027 UPWP Funding. The agenda can be viewed at
https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/.

This public meeting is required by law to accept public and staff comments. All
members of the public and interested parties will have an opportunity to provide
public comments regarding the TAC meeting agenda.

Comments may be submitted on or before Friday, January 30, 2026, and should

MD 20650 or to Karly Maltby, MPO Administrator via email at Karly.
Maltby@stmaryscountymd.gov.

This meeting can be attended virtually, the Meeting ID is 430 427 6617, the
call-in number is (301) 715-8592. Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/4304276617?0mn=89904715192

For questions or more information, please contact Karly Maltby, MPO
Administrator, with St. Mary’s County Government’s Department of Land

Use & Growth Management at 301-475-4200 ext. 1507 or via email at Karly.
Maltby@stmaryscountymd.gov or visit https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/.

Any person requiring special arrangements related to the Americans with
Disabilities Act shall notify the C-SMMPO no less than 72 hours prior to the
date of the scheduled meeting so that necessary special arrangements can be
made in order to facilitate participation. All content of these proceedings is
subject to disclosure under the Maryland Public Information Act. Photographic
and electronic audio and visual broadcasting and recording devices are used

Planning Organization, C-SMMPO, will conduct a Technical Advisory Committee

beginning at 3:00 p.m. to receive an update from the MPO Boundary Working

be addressed to the Long Range Planning Division, P.O. Box 653, Leonardtown,

Brandon Rafael Adams Jr.

* Loaded handgun in vehicle
» Wear/carry a handgun and transport in
a vehicle on public roads

* Loaded handgun on person

* Wear/carry/transport a handgun on

person

* Possession of a regulated firearm after

being convicted of a disqualifying crime

* Illegal possession of ammunition

* Possession of a rapid-fire trigger activator

Adams was charged with 12 counts,
including

* Armed robbery

» Possession of a regulated firearm by

someone under 21 years of age

» Wear/carry a loaded handgun in a vehi-

cle upon public roads

* Wear/carry a handgun in a vehicle

upon public roads

* Two counts of wear/carry/transport a

handgun on person

* Possession of a regulated firearm after

being convicted of a disqualifying crime

+ Illegal possession of ammunition

 Use of a firearm during the commission

of a felony/violent crime

» Assault first- and second-degree

¢ Theft of $100 to under $1500

The suspects were transported to the
Detention and Rehabilitation Center in
Leonardtown to await a bond hearing on
Monday afternoon.

On Monday, Jan. 12, 2026, an arrest war-
rant was executed on a fourth suspect, Terrone
Donte Milburn, 18, of Lexington Park.

Milburn was charged with 10 counts,
including

Terrone Donte Milburn

* Armed robbery

 Assault first- and second-degree

» Use of a firearm during the commission
of a felony/violent crime

+ Possession of a firearm by a minor

* Loaded handgun in vehicle

* Handgun in vehicle

* Loaded handgun on person

* Illegal possession of ammunition

¢ Theft of $100 to under $1000

The suspect is currently being held in
the Detention and Rehabilitation Center in
Leonardtown.

The case remains under investigation, and
anyone with additional information is asked
to contact Detective Warren Forinash at 301-
475-4200, ext. 8072, or by email at Warren.
Forinash@stmaryscountymd.gov.

Tipsters can also submit tips anonymously:

o Text 847411: start your message with
“SMCSO”, add a space, and then your
tip.

* Online: Submit a tip through the
Sheriff’s Office website at www.
FirstSheriff.com/tips.

* App: Send a tip directly through the
SMCSO app. Download the free app
from the Google Play Store or Apple
App Store.

* Phone: For those who prefer to make a
phone call, tips can also be shared through
the Crime Solvers line at 301-475-3333.

With Crime Solvers, you never have to give
your name. You may be eligible for a cash
reward if your information leads to an arrest.

Press releases from SMCSO

enforcement functions as assigned.

TOWN OF LEONARDTOWN
Administrative Assistant II Opportunity Available

The Commissioners of Leonardtown are seeking applicants for an Administrative
Assistant I1. The Administrative Aide II independently performs skilled
administrative and clerical support functions in accordance with established
procedures, policies, and practices, under periodic direction from a supervisor.
Work involves answering telephones, engaging in frequent public contact, and
requires initiative, independent judgment, attention to detail, and the ability

to prioritize competing demands. The position provides highly responsible
administrative support and assists with coordinating daily activities and
operations of the Planning Department, including support for inspections and code

Full-time position starting at $46,000 and up based on qualifications.

during the meetings. These are public meetings and attendance at these meetings
automatically grants St. Mary’s County Government permission to broadcast your
audio and visual image.

Application deadline is January 30, 2026.

Email resume to: leonardtown.commissioners@leonardtownmd.gov
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Residents Share Concerns Over Proposed
Cannabis Growing Facility in Hollywood

By Tim Flaherty
Contributing Writer

While a wide range of topics were covered
by speakers at Tuesday night’s public forum
hosted by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s
County in Leonardtown, the most talked
about issue was a proposed cannabis grow-
ing facility in Hollywood.

Two Firms, Blue Marble, LLC and Simply
Grown Green, LLC, have filed preliminary
plans with the St. Mary’s Department of
Land Use & Growth Management for a
growing and processing facility to be built on
the site of the old Southern Maryland Wood
Treatment Plant along Rt. 235. Decades ago,
that 94-acre site was subject to an expensive
and controversial EPA Superfund cleanup
effort after about 25 acres of soil there had
become soaked with hazardous chemicals
like creosote. The cleanup was concluded
in 2005, but the property has remained
unused since. The new plans submitted list
the property as being just over 89 acres, 57.3
of which are zoned for industrial use. The
rest is in the Rural Preservation District.

Hollywood Industrial Partners, LLC,
owns the property, which it purchased in
June of 2023. Maryland records show a
principal address for them in Leonardtown,
while applicants Blue Marble and Simply
Grown Green are based in Prince Georges

County and Charles County, respectively.

“That (Southern Maryland Wood
Treatment) destroyed that area and there’s
a lot of work that had to be done to reclaim
it,” said speaker William Newberry, who
says he is a neighbor of the proposed canna-
bis site. “So, it’s still a sensitive and fragile
environment, and putting another chemical
plant on that same spot is very unwise in
my opinion.”

Newberry pointed to noise and smells
from a similar operation already in place in
Abell as a reason for his concern. “T went
there earlier today, and when I got home to
Hollywood I could still smell it on me and
my wife. And that was just standing outside
of the fence for 10 minutes. So, I can just
imagine how bad it would be having a facil-
ity in their neighborhood.”

He further urged the commissioner to
make sure the EPA and county health depart-
ment were heavily involved in any review.
“if this facility is permitted to proceed and is
not built better than the Abell facility, it will
definitely negatively impact the residents
and other businesses anywhere nearby.”

Another speaker, who identified herself
as Kristen Curtis of Hollywood, spoke to
concerns that the proposed operation will be
close to The Center for Life Enrichment and
residential housing. “These centers exist to
provide a safe, supportive, stable environ-

2 1st Annual
MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR. Prayer Celebration

at St. Mary's College of Maryland

ment for vulnerable individuals. Introducing
an industrial cannabis operation nearby is
incompatible with that mission and raises
valid concerns about exposure, security, and
overall well-being. The impact on property
values cannot be ignored; many families
have invested their life savings into homes
in this area because it is perceived as safe,
family-oriented community.

“A cannabis greenhouse,” Curtis contin-
ued, “particularly one associated with strong
and persistent odors, poses a real risk of
lowering housing values and discouraging
future homebuyers.”

Another Hollywood resident, Sophie
Newberry, echoed concerns about smells
and property values, and added a twist about
St. Mary’s’ military-based economy. “I ask
the commissioners to carefully consider
the impact on the residents who hold fed-
eral and military security clearances,” She
said. “For many families in this community,
proximity to cannabis manufacturing opera-
tion, regardless of state legality, can create
real lasting complications related to federal
employment standards, background inves-
tigations, and career stability.”

Ian Egland of Lexington Park spoke to
his desires for people to be free to start
businesses, but at the same time had mis-
givings about the disconnect between state
and federal laws concerning cannabis. “If

LIGHTING THE WAY: FAITH, HOPE & ACTION

Keynote address by Tanya Hughes
An Olympian and St. Mary’s County native

MONDAY, JANUARY 19

6:30 a.m. Breakfast
($17.85 at door)
Campus Center Great Room

8 a.m. Program start (free)

Be of Service
Consider bringing a donation
of nonperishable food items,

unopened packs of diapers or new

hats and gloves.

74 FOR MORE INFORMATION:
] WWW.SMCM.EDU/MLK26

STMARY’S

COLLEGE ¢f MARYLAND

The National Public Honors College

did marijuana,” he said, “it would end my
career and probably give me a whole lot of
legal trouble.”

Other speakers, such as Micah Perry
of Lexington Park, have doubts about the
project because it is being pursued by out-
of-county investors. “Can Simply Grown
Green and Blue Marble guarantee that there
will be precisely zero chemical pollution
in the air and water? These organizations
don’t have an interest to the people,” Perry
continued. “They don’t have an interest to
the residents. They have an interest to them-
selves and to money.”

Sarah Mulford Martin of Hollywood,
who says she is a real estate agent, said her
clients, “are strongly opposed to this not
only from an environmental standpoint,
but from a property value standpoint.” She
added, “They’ve already found 10 endan-
gered or close to being endangered species
in McIntosh Run, very close to where the
.... to where the cannabis plant is going to
be, already on a Superfund site. That has
been proven to be an environmental issue.”

The first step for the cannabis proposal
is for it to be considered by the St. Mary’s
County Board of Appeals, which is required
by the county’s cannabis ordinance. It would
then go on to a more traditional planning and
zoning review.

Sponsored by St. Mary’s College of Maryland, St. Mary’s County Branch NAACP The 7025, St. Mary’s County Human Relations Commission, St. Mary’s County Public Schools, the College of
Southern Maryland, Ivy & Pearls of So. Md. Community Charities, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®, Nu Zeta Omega Chapter and Unified Committee for Afro-American Contributions.
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Commissioners Give Official Approval to New
Organization Supporting Animal Shelter

By Tim Flaherty
Contributing Writer

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County
have approved a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) that codifies the
involvement of a new non-profit group that
is supporting the St.Mary’s County Animal
Adoption and Resource Center (AARC) in
California. The approval came Tuesday after
the president of the new organization spoke
before the commissioners during their regular
weekly meeting. AROO, which stands for
Animal Rescue Outreach Org, raises funds
for the shelter, and provides extra manpower
to assist the shelter in caring for and finding
homes for homeless and lost pets that come
to the busy shelter on FDR Boulevard.

“We formed AROO last year,” president
and founder Doug Isleib told the commis-
sioners, “and the reason we did, for two
reasons: One, we’re animal lovers. But the
second is we are really fans and are appre-
ciative of the shelter.

“The shelter is really well run. And the
staff is tremendous. And the animals are
really well cared for.”

Isleib was introduced at the commis-
sioners’ session by Jennifer Aubert-Utz,
the county’s Emergency Services Director.
Emergency Services oversees the operation
of the shelter though its Animal Control
Division.

Aubert-Utz told the commissioners that

Sell if = Buy it

— af

Misc. Hand Tools; and More

Bennie Z. Swarey (Denton Run)
Inventory Reduction and Downsizing Auction

Saturday, January 17, 2026 — 8:30 am
8970 Denton Run Place, Charlotte Hall, MD
John Deere 40-C Crawler (Runs & Operates); NH 55 Rake; Komatsu FG25 Propane 3
Stage Mast Forklift (4800 Ibs, w/ 46” Forks); Ford 5000 Diesel Tractor (runs & operates);
Papec Silage Cutter (w/6 new knives, runs & operates); New Holland 77 Baler; 2022 NH
BC5060 Baler (w/ 29 hp Briggs & Stratton Vanguard Engine, baler like new); 20" Portable
Hay Feeder; McCormick W-9 (Gas); 10’ Box Blade; International Side Delivery Hay Rake;
Pioneer Spike Tooth Drag Harrow; 14'x60" Office Trailer; (2) Sheds (approximately
10x24’ & 12'x28); Hay Elevator; McCormick Deering Corn Binder (Ground Drive);
International Cub LoBoy Tractor w/ Mower (not in running condition); New Idea 40’
Elevator; Diesel Generator; MultiQuip 3" Water Pump; International Pop Engine; Frick
Thrashing Machine (partial rebuilt) w/ HART Feeder; Ammo Reloading Tools & related
items; Forklift Propane Tanks; Lawn/Garden & Small Engine Parts (Pulleys; Spindles;
Belts; Blades, Etc.); Riding Mowers (parts/scrap); Household Items (furniture, glassware,
canning jars, etc.); Assortment of Books & Magazines (incl. Fur, Fish & Game Magazines,
mid 90's -present); Jacob Zook 2-horse wagon; Montgomery Ward wagon; Cultivators;
Peachey Culti-mulcher; Cultipacker; Harrow; Scaffolding; Steel Plates; Hacksaw w/ stand;

(Subject to additions and deletions).
Auction Terms, Conditions & Management by: Bennie Z. Swarey.

- www.FarrelIAuctionService.cqin

. NAA LA ,
29301.904.3402

the shelter had taken in over 2,900 pets in
fiscal year 2025, which represents a year-
over-year increase of about 65% from the
previous reporting period. She said the
shelter is currently on track to take in 3,400
animals in the current fiscal year. What are
known as “owner surrenders,” where a pet
owner brings in an animal they can no lon-
ger care for, have nearly doubled over the
past two years, according to figures pro-
vided by the AARC.

On a positive note, pet adoptions
increased nearly 60% from 2024 to 2025.
The “live release rate” improved from 82%
to 89%, and the length of stay for the aver-
age animal fell by eight days for dogs and 11
days for cats. Isleib said the length-of-stay
figure is very important, “because the longer
animals are in the shelter the more stressed
they become. It’s hard on them, and it’s also
harder to get them adopted.”

Isleib said he believes owner surrenders
have increased dramatically due to pet own-
ers “starting to understand that the shelter
is a is a good place, they do good work and
they’ll take good care of their animals.”

Aubert-Utz also noted that the uptick in
surrenders seemed to spike when the federal
government workforce was ordered back
to the office. “A lot of people were work-
ing remotely, she explained. “We saw a big
uptick at the same time. So, people, I guess
traditionally, were taking care of their pets
at home, and then they were left with what

do you do with your animal when you return
to the workforce?”

According to Isleib “Our mission is to
support the shelter by raising funds to aug-
ment the shelter’s budget, and also by doing
projects that that help either the shelter or
the animals at the shelter.” He told the com-
missioners that AROO uses social media to
solicit donations, and that the organization
will sponsor a golf tournament later this year
that he hopes will raise between $10,000
and $20,000.

Commissioner Eric Colvin told his fellow
board members that he sat down with Isleib
and other AROO leaders several months ago
to find out more about what the group is
doing for the shelter. “They respect that we
have a great animal shelter, and they want to
make it the best in the state,” he said. “I’'m
so I’m very impressed with all that you all
have done,” he said, turning to Isleib. “So,
thank you for that.”

Colvin gave one example of how volun-
teers can affect positive results with their
involvement at the shelter. “We talk about
all these different dogs and the different
breeds and how they’re pent up in these
pens, but the volunteers are able to come in,
walk the dogs, so it gets some of that energy
out, calms them down a little bit, makes that
dog much more likely to get adopted when
someone comes in to see it versus a dog
that’s stressed out in a pen.”

The AARC also takes in cats and a small

number of more exotic pets. Even farm ani-
mals can be housed in a nearby barn and
receive care from the shelter staff.

Isleib went on to describe a variety of
projects AROO and its volunteers will be
working on in the coming year, and they
include getting other organizations involved
at the shelter. “We think that the shelter is a
great place for Eagle Scout projects. We see
possibly landscaping enrichment, places for
the dogs, you know, benches, and ramps and
stuff. We’d also like to get schools involved
with the school kids in reading about the
animals or learning about animals.” He also
spoke of a completely volunteer-funded Pet
Food Pantry that helps families feed their
animals. “It allows people who are strug-
gling financially to keep their animals in
their homes. They just come in and get dog
food, cat food, cat litter. So, we think that’s
an important thing to contribute to as well.”

Raising money for medical support for
animals in the shelter is also a goal for
AROQO, Isleib said. He gave a recent exam-
ple of a dog that was scheduled for euthana-
sia because it needed a tumor removed; an
operation that far outstripped the shelter’s
limited budget for such things. AROO raised
money to pay for the operation, and the dog
was subsequently adopted by a local family
with small children.

AROQO’s website can be found at www.
aroostmarys.org, and they also have a
Facebook page.

Two Metcom Loan
Applications Approved

By Tim Flaherty
Contributing Writer

At their meeting in Leonardtown on Tuesday,
the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County
approved of two MetCom loan applica-
tions for financing through a Maryland’s
Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) loan program.

One loan, which will have a term of
30-years, will fund up to nearly $36 million
for previously approved MetCom capital
projects, according to Deborah Settle, the
Supervisor of Field Services. Settle was part
of a team of MetCom officials who appeared
before the commissioners.

The second loan, which will have a term
of 10-years, will allow MetCom to borrow
up to $1.235 million dollars for vehicles and
equipment, Settle told the commissioners.

Settle went on to explain that the capital
loans will cover work on the Piney Point
Force Main, the Forest Run Wastewater
Pump Station, the Piney Point Wastewater
Pump Station, and on the Southampton
Revitalization project.

Commissioner Mike Hewitt questioned
George Erichsen, the Executive Director of
MetCom, on why wouldn’t MetCom use
existing reserve fund balances for vehicle

and equipment purchases.

Erichsen explained MetCom’s thought
process on using reserves and said, in part,
“If we include vehicles as part of the reserve,
then we will just borrow more for a different
project. It’s just a conscious decision on our
part to borrow for the vehicles.”

Hewitt also questioned the wisdom of
borrowing lump sums now for several of
the capital projects that won’t begin con-
struction for up to three years.

“Flexiblity”, Erichsen replied, “For exam-
ple, if we have five projects that we borrow
for DHCD, if one (bid) comes in under and
one comes in lower, we’re allowed to trans-
fer the monies from that lower project into
the project that came in over or higher.”

“I think you’ve got a good plan,” said
Commissioner Eric Colvin after the discus-
sion, “and I think you’ve kept your rate-
payers in mind as you’ve developed it, so |
thank you for that.”

Colvin then made motions to approve
both loan applications. Hewitt was the lone
dissenter on the larger of the two propos-
als. He also voted against the smaller loan
application and was joined in opposition by
Commissioner Scott Ostrow. Both motions
did pass the full board.
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HOoLCOMBS
LANDSCAPING
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We do more than just landscaping

Commercial & Residential Site Services

* Mowing * Driveway Installation - Erosion & Sediment <+ Bio Ponds
 Trimming & Repair Control  Rain Gardens

* Mulching + Seal Coating  Super & Silt Fences + Stormwater Pond
« Landscape Design  « Crack Sealing « Smart Fences Management &
 Sod Installation  Hardscaping * Grading Repair

* Grading - Pavers * Dry Wells

* French Drains * Retaining Walls

* Aerating + Snow Plowing Utilities

* Overseeding * Brush Hogging

« Top Dressing * Outdoor Lighting - Water, Sewer, Storm -+ Grease Interceptors

Call for a Free Estimate - 301-997-8444
jon@holcombslandscaping.net

Serving Southern Maryland for 14 Years



Celebrate Where You've Been
And All That's Still Ahead.

The Champagne is On Us!*

G&H JEWELERS

45330 Alton Ln, California 301-862-1100
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