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‘Potential’ Amazon Data Center Plan Unveiled
Campus Would Be Next to Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Amazon Web Services (AWS), a divi-
sion of online giant Amazon, at a March 
26 community meeting at Calvert Middle 
School, unveiled “potential” plans for a 
data center complex on property owned 
by Constellation next to the Calvert Cliffs 
Nuclear Power Plant.

Company officials emphasized that no 
site plan request had been submitted and 
final design was not available, thus a draw-
ing was also not available.

The presentation comes two days after 
the county commissioners were presented 
with a plan for a four-building data center 
complex on land owned by the county just 
south of Calvert Cliffs.

Becky Ford of AWS, said, “We’re 
here to talk about a potential project with 
Constellation Energy at a site adjacent to 
their existing facility here in Calvert County. 
We’ve spent a considerable amount of time in 
conversations with multiple members of our 
team and the Constellation team to find out if 
there’s an opportunity for us to work together.”

She said “The reason we’ve not had more 
public engagement is that there’s a lot of 
work that goes on behind the scenes. A lot of 
time that we spend evaluating requirements, 
looking at the state’s regulations, looking 
at county regulations, looking at our own 
requirements for a site, and looking at dif-
ferent aspects of the property and how we 
would design and construct data centers.”

Ford observed, “We’re at a point where 
we have some preliminary site plans. I know 
folks have seen some of this information 
online, but I want to reassure you that we’ve 
not submitted any site plans to the county. 
There are no existing agreements in place 
between Amazon and Calvert County, and 
this is still very much a project. It’s not a 
done deal. It’s not signed, sealed, and deliv-
ered. It’s a potential project that we are eval-

uating as part of our initiative to support our 
customer requirements.”

Ford said her presentation was in response 
to hundreds of questions submitted online 
by the public.

She explained, “Data centers power our 
everyday lives. They contain information 
that helps support our financial needs. It helps 
to process data, provide educational oppor-
tunities for our children, for our schools, for 
our universities, and we are actively working 
to help support cloud services and the infra-
structure associated with that.”

“We have millions of customers all across 
the world and have constructed campuses in 
a number of states in and around this area,” 
Ford said.

She added, “When we talk about 
why Calvert County in partnership with 
Constellation, we have evaluated the exist-
ing opportunity and currently zoned indus-
trial property. So, there will not be any 
rezoning required to support this project. 
It’s all within the existing property that’s 
zoned heavy industrial (where) data center 
use is allowed. Data centers are not new to 
Maryland, not new to Calvert County.

“In the due diligence that we’ve con-
ducted, we’ve been through the county ordi-
nance and requirements. They are among the 
highest standards that we’ve seen in any of 
the communities where we’re considering 
development or actively developing.”

She noted that a site plan submitted to the 
state for wetland permitting due diligence 
“shows eight buildings on the site and is 
reflective of what we are currently contem-
plating. What I will say is that as we get 
further along in our due diligence, in our 
design work, it’s likely that this picture will 
change and shift a little bit. We may have 
one building added or others taken away 
or moved depending on how the site itself 
meets our requirements.”

She observed, “A lot of the questions sub-
mitted through the portal were focused on 

water use and concerns related to cooling 
water. We use water in a few key ways on 
our site, and that includes potable water, so 
sinks and toilets that employees will use in 
everyday activities similar to any other busi-
ness. And then we use water for cooling.

“And in this particular case, one of the big-
gest benefits of this project is that there is no 
new water required to cool our data centers. 
We’ll use water from Constellation’s existing 
process. Once it’s been through their cooling 
system, it’ll come over to our facility and be 
used to cool our data centers. And then it’ll 
be sent back through the same process and 
at the same standards that currently exist.”

Ford said, “In regard to cooling water, 96 
percent of the year we cool our data centers 
with free-flowing air from the outside. The 
other four percent of the time we’ll use that 
cooling water to help cool down the air, and 
that air will cool the equipment in the data 
center itself.”

 Mike Fredette, AWS’s energy team head, 
said, “We’re seeing significant electricity 
growth globally as well as the US through 
many factors, whether it be electrification of 
industry, shoring of manufacturing adoption, 
as well as the digitalization of the global and 
US economy, much of which is empowered 
and enabled by data centers. Data centers 
require highly reliable, scalable electricity 
to power the servers that store the data to 
deliver the services that our customers use.”

He added, “As we think about that elec-
tricity that we consume, we like to break it 
down to three core principles. One, we’re 
committed to continue paying our full share 
for electricity costs to power our data cen-
ters and provide the services to our custom-
ers. Two, we’re committed to continue to 
operate more efficiently, and we’re commit-
ted to operate more sustainably.”

Fredette said, “The overall cost of service 
to provide electricity to those data centers 
was lower than the overall revenue received 
by those data centers. And what that results 

in is called a, a revenue surplus. That rev-
enue surplus can be used by the utility for 
multiple factors. It can be used to continue 
the  electricity grid, to harden the electricity 
grid, to digitalize, modernize that electric-
ity grid, or it can go against existing and 
future fixed costs that existing rate payers 
are already bearing.

“And at this particular site, this campus, 
we’ve been working very closely with our 
stakeholders… Baltimore Gas and Electric, 
Constellation and SMECO to ensure that we 
study and that we’re ensuring that this facility 
can be both served reliably, but will not neg-
atively impact the surrounding community.”

He said, “This campus is unique in that 
it’s located directly adjacent to an existing 
nuclear power facility. It’s cross cut by three 
different extra high voltage transmission 
lines, which provides a good opportunity 
for data centers to come in and secure highly 
reliable, scalable power to both continue to 
scale up the overall generation capacity in 
the region as well as to serve that load for 
data center purposes.”

Ford said, “We work with organizations 
like College of Southern Maryland, high 
schools. and community colleges in order to 
provide programming for the skills that are 
necessary to construct, operate, and maintain 
data centers. This project in particular, based 
on the site plan that we looked at earlier, is 
likely to create at least 250 new jobs. And that 
does not count the construction phase where 
there will be thousands of construction work-
ers involved in helping to construct those 
facilities and develop the site plan through-
out that process. The folks that we hire are 
typically in the $80 to $100,000 pay range.”

After the presentation, attendees were 
able to go into a separate room to discuss 
various aspects of data centers with experts 
provided by AWS. Two sessions were held 
at the middle school.

dickmyers@countytunes.net

Calvert Residents Participate in Nationwide 
No Kings Protests

Crowds gathered in Solomons, Prince Frederick, and Dunkirk on March 28 as part of the nationwide No Kings 
movement protesting the Trump administration. Photos by Ceandra Scott.
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Soil Conservation Efforts Move Offshore
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

An agency noted for its work on the land 
is embarking on a pilot oyster reef proj-
ect designed to help save Calvert County’s 
33-mile Chesapeake Bay Shoreline. Those 
Calvert cliffs are eroding at a rate of two 
feet a year.

Calvert Soil Conservation District 
Manager Jason Leavitt explained the idea 
at the March 24 county commissioner 
meeting. He said, “The Soil Conservation 
District in the county plays a direct and mea-
surable role in improving water quality in 
the Chesapeake Bay by reducing the flow 
of sediment and nutrients from the land into 
local waterways through conservation prac-
tices such as covered crops, repairing forest 
buffers, grass waterways, shoreline stabi-
lization, and livestock exclusion fencing. 
The district helps limit nitrogen, phospho-
rus, and sediment before it reaches streams, 
rivers, and ultimately the Bay.

“Speaking of shoreline restoration, 
Calvert County shoreline was previously 
lined with oyster reefs. Current Bay- wide 
abundance is estimated at about one percent 
of historic levels.”

Leavitt said, “Traditionally, soil conser-
vation district improvements have been pri-
marily land based. The agricultural industry 
specifically has been the primary focus and 
initial priority for nutrient reduction efforts 

because of the cost effectiveness of install-
ing best management practices. However, 
significant strides made by agriculture alone 
have not yet proved sufficient to demonstrate 
meaningful water quality improvements in 
adjacent tributaries for the Chesapeake Bay. 
As a result, the Calvert Soil Conservation 
District is seeking to expand its sphere of 
influence to include oyster restoration and 
shoreline stabilization projects.

“Oysters naturally filter water, removing 
excess nutrients and suspended sediment 
while living shorelines and other stabilization 
efforts reduce erosion and nutrient run off by 

the water’s edge. By complimenting land-
based conservation practices with in-water 
and shoreline strategies, the district aims to 
accelerate water quality improvements and 
strengthen the overall health and resilience 
of local waterways and the Chesapeake Bay.”

“The Great Shellfish Bay” was how the 
Chesapeake Bay was historically known, 
observed Soil Conservation Assistant District 
Manager Ryan St. Laurent. “Not so much 
today, but we’re hoping to get that back.”

The pilot project involves installing three 
mile-long oyster reefs along the shoreline, 
with the first being in North Beach.

The reefs not only provide habitat for oys-
ter “spat” to mature to adult oysters, they 
also provide stabilization foe the cliffs by 
helping to prevent the undermining of the 
cliffs (at their toe) along the water’s edge.

St. Laurent noted that those who enjoy 
eating the remaining oysters should not feel 
guilty because those discarded oyster shells 
also can be panted to provide hard surfaces 
for that spat to settle on and thrive.

St. Laurent noted, “In some areas like 
down south in Florida, North Carolina, they 
can grow in the intertidal column, mean-
ing like between mean low water and mean 
high water and sometimes they’ll be up on 
the shoreline. But in Maryland, they pri-
marily act as a toe structure... what’s called 
a perched beach. Whether that toe struc-
ture is riprap or oyster reef, physically it’s 
serving the same purpose. But historically 
that’s what oysters did because they were 
the physical foundation. They hold sediment 
near shore, and they filter sediment out of 
the water column. They physically do that.”

The project is costing $1 million per mile 
and is being funded with grants. But that’s 
only three miles for the three projects and 
there’s 33 miles to protect. St. Laurent said 
it obviously will take more money. But he’s 
optimistic that with enough funding the entire 
shoreline can be protected in 20 years and 
expanded to encompass the entire Bay area.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Chesapeake Beach Appears Ready to Junk 
Sidewalk
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The majority of the town council members 
of the Town of Chesapeake Beach appear 
poised to reject an attempt to continue to 
go after state grant funding for a sidewalk 
that would connect Chesapeake Village 
with Beach Elementary School. The fund-
ing would have come from a program called 
“Safe Routes to School.” But the majority 
of the council feel the sidewalk would not 
be used by students because the subdivision 
is too far from school. The school system 
sends school buses into the neighborhood 
because their regulations require it for any 
students living more than a half mile from 
school. The nearest home in Chesapeake 
Village is more than a mile.

The program, that has long been on the 
town’s agenda, was 30 percent complete in 
its design, tantamount to a feasibility study.

At the March 19 town council meeting, 
Town Manager Samelia Okpodu urged the 
council members to let the state know what 
it intended to do. Although it is clear the 
council wants to relook at connecting the 
subdivision and the rest of town with per-
haps a trail or path instead of a sidewalk, at 
the end of the meeting the council still had 
not formally voted.

Okpodu wanted to “get council feedback 
on the Safe Routes to School project.” She 
said she provided council with “options based 
on what has been presented. So, it outlines 

where we are currently with the project, how 
much of investment the town has already 
invested in it. And the decision point now is 
critical, primarily because all of the work that 
was done before under the 30 percent grant 
was specifically for the sidewalk that would 
run the distance of Chesapeake Village to 
Beach Elementary along Route 261. The 30 
percent design has already been completed.”

She added, “When you do a feasibility 
study, if you decide you can move forward 
or not move forward, you don’t have to pay 
anything back. Where we are right now is 
with the 100-percent design money. If the 
town chooses to sign off on it, then you are 
committing to build, to construct the project. 
So right now we don’t have any grant funds 
for the construction of the project.”

The issue proved extremely conten-
tious at the February council meeting, with 
Councilwoman Laura Blackwelder, who 
supported the sidewalk, criticizing several 
other members, most notably Council Vice 
Chair Jamie Shuls, over apparently wanting 
to pull out of the project.

That back and forth continued at the March 
19 meeting. Shuls said, “I am no for moving 
forward with this because this needs to be 
put to rest. There’s too many unknowns with 
this, and it’s a very expensive project. I’m in 
support though of looking at the alternative 
options and figuring out how we can still look 
to connect the neighborhood. I committed 
to that the last time. There’s still a lot of due 
diligence that has to be done regarding that, 

but specific to this SHA piece, I think we’re 
doing a disservice to not only the state, but to 
our town residents by continuing to pretend 
that we’re actually going to move forward 
with this when the last council consensus was 
not met to even move forward.”

Blackwelder said, “I have a question for 
you, Councilman. Just to clarify, if there 
was a design that was amenable to the 
council, you would support a project in this 
area or you support no project to connect 
Chesapeake Village?”

Shuls responded, “I think it’d be a disser-
vice for me to play in hypotheticals because 
I think I can’t commit to something that 
spends taxpayer dollars without understand-
ing the totality of the project and the impacts 
and looking at all the other ones. So, I am 
open to the conversation for sure.”

Shuls said that at the March work ses-
sion council considered multiple options. 
“There’s some additional conversations that 
need to occur. I’d like to understand what 
grant opportunities (there are).

Blackwelder pressed. “You understand 
the numbers. You, see the numbers. That’s 
how much the project costs.”

Shuls responded, “There is no plan placed 
in front of me right now that says to build a 
sidewalk, or to build a trail from Chesapeake 
Village to anywhere in town, it would cost 
this much other than estimates. So again, 
you have to allow me to do my due diligence 
and understand what we’re committing the 
town funds to do. So, I’m in support of the 

conversation, but as of the 19th of March 
at 6:43 PM there is nothing in front of me 
that says we are committing to X number of 
dollars, and this is how much we would get 
from grant funding. This is a timeline and 
it is a feasible project.”

Blackwelder told Shuls, “So the ques-
tion is whether you have a project in front 
of you or not, do you support connecting 
Chesapeake Village? Because supporting 
connecting Chesapeake Village is going to 
cost money. Right now we have a grant. I 
also believe that there are opportunities to 
come up with the right project, but the right 
project is not going to be free.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Councilwoman Laura Blackwelder
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By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

National Doctor’s Day, which just concluded 
on March 31, is a time to honor all the doctors 
who care for us every day. One of them, Dr. 
Wilfred “Bud” Ehrmantraut, a board-certified 
plastic and reconstructive surgeon, has been 
at CalvertHealth for more than 20 years.

CalvertHealth says of the doctor, “With 
nearly 30 years of surgical training and 
experience, Dr. Ehrmantraut is a well-re-
spected surgeon with an outstanding repu-
tation for providing exemplary results and 
patient care. A compassionate and caring 
physician, Dr. Ehrmantraut takes his time 
with each patient to compose a treatment 
plan tailored to their individual needs.

“Dr. Ehrmantraut has been a long-time 
member of the medical staff at CalvertHealth 
and has chaired the department of surgery 
at CHMC and served on the operative and 
invasive committees as well as the leader-
ship team of the Sheldon E. Goldberg Center 
for Breast Care at CalvertHealth.

“He also served as the Chief of Medical 
Staff for many years. 

“Dr. Ehrmantraut is a graduate of George 
Washington University Medical Center and 
completed his general surgery training at 
St. Agnes Healthcare in Baltimore and his 
specialty training at the Penn State Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center. He has been per-
forming breast reconstruction for 15 years.”

De. Ehrmantraut said, “I’ve been through a 
lot of growth with the hospital, with the com-
munity. It’s changed so much over time. My 
wife and I moved down here, it was probably 
2002, and we’ve raised four children here who 
are now, two in college, ones graduated from 
college and still have one little one here. So, it’s 
been a great run here. I’ve really enjoyed life.”

None of the children have pursued their 
father’s medical profession.

One is pursuing environmental science. 
He said it “was really because of the envi-
ronment here, the Chesapeake Bay and 
growing up on it.”

He is a Marylander, having grown up 
in Rockville and attended the University 
of Maryland. At St. Agnes Hospital in 
Baltimore, he did five years of general sur-
gery and then went on and did a plastic sur-
gery fellowship at Penn State for two years.

“And I moved down here and it was the 
water and I’m really familiar with the com-
munity,” he said. His grandfather had “a small 
little beach place down in Clements: in nearby 
St. Mary’s and they visited all the time. “We 
had a lot of fun. We’d go fishing together.”

When did the light bulb go on that said he 
wanted to become a doctor? He said “I was 
pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology, 
and I was rotating with a professor, actually 
volunteering with him, and I was doing a lot 
of work with forensic anthropology and was 
doing rotations at the Smithsonian Institute. 
Basically, we were reconstructing skeletal 
remains. And through the reconstruction of 
skeletal remains, we were able to determine 
sex, age, and some of the races and some of 
the causes of death. And I was extremely inter-
ested in that. He really encouraged me to pur-
sue a career in medicine, which was already 
kind of in the back of my mind to begin with. 
And at that point I decided that I was going 
to medical school. So, during my rotations in 
medical school, I did a rotation in plastic and 
reconstructive surgery. And during that time 
it was once again putting together body parts 
that were broken and fixing things that were 
taken away from people. And I knew that’s 
what it was that I wanted to do. And every-
thing kind of came together right at that point.”

He now works on all body parts “all the 
way from head to toe. So, I’m a board-certi-
fied plastic surgeon by the American Board 
of Plastic Surgery, and I’m certified to treat 

people and reconstruct body parts from the 
head to the toe.”

It’s a varied practice. “It’s very. So, recon-
structive surgery can be cosmetic and recon-
structed. There’s a huge overlap, so I do all 
of that range from suturing, treating lacer-
ations, treating skin cancer, reconstructing 
people after they’ve had tumors removed. 
Reconstructing patients after they’ve had bar-
iatric surgery with massive weight loss. It’s a 
lengthy career because it’s so diverse what you 
see every single day that really is just a won-
derful thing. So, there’s never a boring day.”

What does it take to become a doctor? 
He replied, “You really need to be able to 
communicate properly. There’s a lot of com-
munication amongst professionals and also 
with the patient.

“I think you really need a very strong 
work ethic to be able to pursue a career in 
medicine. Medical school can be a fun chal-
lenge, but it’s a lot of work.”

He added, “Empathy, definitely for 
patients — compassion.

“And I think one of the biggest things for 
somebody who is going into a surgical sub-
specialty is ability to use their hands, and eye 
and hand coordination. Dexterity is certainly 
a really important thing to be able to do.”

He said, “When I went through a bunch of 
different rotations, and through medical school 
and some of which are surgical subspecialties, 
in  those surgical subspecialties, they really try 
to see how you’re with hand-eye coordination. 
And there’s some individuals that are very 
skilled at that set. And there are other individ-
uals that aren’t as skilled with that. So, they 
really do kind of focus in to see who’s going to 
be best at it, and I think they encourage those 
residents and medical students.”

Dr. Ehrmantraut noted, “Way back years 
ago, in order to become a plastic surgeon, 
most of the individuals had to complete a 
five-year residency in general surgery before 

you went into plastic surgery. Now it’s a little 
bit different. So, what they do now is you do 
a couple years in general surgery and then 
finish out several years in plastic surgery.”

He said about being at CalvertHealth, “It’s 
a wonderful place to be. As far as doctors go, 
we really work kind of as a team, I would say 
with not only our fellow colleagues, the phy-
sicians, but also the allied health providers 
like nurse practitioners, physician assistants, 
and nursing, and all the ancillary staff we 
have. I think one of the most important things 
that we have at the hospital is a really strong 
support with our administration and the board 
of directors. They really, really emphasize 
patient safety and patient care.

“And the other thing we have is we have 
a lot of support from the Calvert County 
Commissioners too, and the emergency 
medical services that we have.

“It all works together.”
When he was chief of staff, he saw, “It 

was just unbelievable watching how every-
body was able to work as team, just year 
after year, better and better.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

LOCAL NEWS5

Dr. Wilfred “Bud” Ehrmantraut

Dr. Wilfred ‘Bud’ Ehrmantraut: Finding a Home 
and a ‘Great Career’

Calvert Cliffs Refueling Outage Delivers Close 
to $90 Million in Upgrades
The Calvert Cliffs Clean Energy Center 
recently wrapped up another successful, 
safely executed spring refueling outage, 
investing nearly $90 million in equipment 
upgrades and bringing significant economic 
impact to the Calvert County area.

“Calvert Cliffs Clean Energy Center reli-
ably powers the equivalent of more than 1.3 
million homes with emissions-free energy, 
while creating thousands of jobs and eco-
nomic opportunity locally because of the 
annual maintenance and refueling outages,” 
said Pete Moodie, Site Vice President. “This 
year’s 27-day outage focused on multi-mil-
lion-dollar equipment upgrades that will 
ensure the continued safe and reliable oper-
ation of Calvert Cliffs Unit 1.”

The outage brought more than 1,500 
skilled electricians, pipefitters, welders, 
carpenters, laborers, steamfitters and other 
tradespeople to Calvert County for close to 
a month, filling area hotels, restaurants and 

other shops to capacity. The workforce also 
raised $30,000 dollars that will be distrib-
uted among selected local charities.

“We are very fortunate to have Constellation 
here in Calvert County,” said Kathryn Maney, 
President and CEO, Calvert County Chamber 
of Commerce. “Traditionally, the winter 
months are a slower season for hospitality, 
retail and restaurants. The influx of personnel 
during the outages brings increased consumer 
activity that delivers an economic lift to local 
businesses. This increased spending drives 
growth and encourages reinvestment within 
the community when it’s needed most.”

“The outage at Calvert Cliffs is a lifeline 
for Springhill by Marriott Prince Frederick 
during the lull between the winter holiday sea-
son and the spring,” said Manager Kim Mina. 
“Springhill PF is one of the top performing 
Marriotts in the area specifically because of 
the outage. Our rooms are filled, translating 
to significant revenue for the hotel.”

Many types of businesses look forward to 
the outage, including local eateries.

“For us here at Adam’s Ribs, the best part 
of the winter is knowing that the outage is 
coming,” said Jaime Padilla, owner of the 
Prince Frederick restaurant. “They are great 
people. They support us all the time. We are 
happy to have them and hate to see them go.”

“The staff looks forward to every-
one coming into town,” said Brandon 
Harrington, owner of Buckets in Lusby. “It’s 
a very active three to four weeks. We have 
been happy to extend our hours while they 
are in town, and we hope to keep doing it.”

Located on the western shore of the 
Chesapeake Bay, the Calvert Cliffs Clean 
Energy Center is Maryland’s only nuclear 
energy facility and one of the largest eco-
nomic engines in the state. It contributes 
$21 million annually in property taxes and 
employs more than 800 full-time employ-
ees. The station is home to two pressurized 

water reactors capable of delivering 1,756 
megawatts, which is roughly 40 percent of 
Maryland’s total power generation and 80 
percent of the state’s clean power generation.

The thousands of tasks performed during 
the outage included the installation of a new 
$4.8 million, 151-ton transformer transported 
to Maryland from Alabama. The transformer 
is responsible for adjusting voltage so electric-
ity can be delivered safely and efficiently to 
the grid. A $14.9 million upgrade to the unit’s 
electrical equipment was also performed. 
Skilled workers also inspected, replaced, 
refreshed or overhauled various pumps, valves 
and systems that will keep the unit operating 
safely for the next 24 months. These invest-
ments support longterm grid reliability and 
reinforce Constellation’s role as a cornerstone 
of Maryland’s energy infrastructure.

Press release from Constellation Energy 
Corporation 



Thursday, April 2, 2026 Calvert County Times

During the week of March 9, 2026 –March 
15, 2026, Calvert County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputies responded to 2,234 calls for ser-
vice throughout the community including, 
but not limited to:

•	 Check Welfare / Mental Health: 48
•	 Disorderly: 19
•	 Domestics: 33
•	 Motor Vehicle Crashes: 47
•	 Patrol Checks / School Checks: 992
•	 Suspicious Persons / Vehicles: 29
•	 Traffic Complaints: 45
•	 Traffic Stops: 292
•	 911 Hang-Ups: 41
•	 ARRESTS: 53

CDS Violation: 
26-23955 On March 
13, 2026, at approx-
imately 2:29 p.m., 
Deputy McIntosh 
conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehi-
cle after observing 
multiple traffic 
violations along 
Southern Maryland 

Blvd. and Ferry Landing Road in Dunkirk. 
Upon making contact with the driver, iden-
tified as Denzil Marquet Bonner, 29, of 
Lusby, deputies detected a strong odor of 
marijuana emanating from the vehicle. 
During the investigation, deputies observed 
several medium-sized glass jars containing 
individually packaged baggies of suspected 
marijuana in plain view. A subsequent 
search revealed four large glass jars con-
taining approximately 4,034 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, with an estimated street 
value of $46,520. Bonner was transported 
to the Calvert County Detention Center 
and charged with Possession with Intent 
to Distribute Cannabis and Possession of 
Cannabis Over the Civil Use Amount.

CDS Violation: 
26-24300 On March 
14, 2026, at approx-
imately 7:40 p.m., 
DFC Huy initiated 
a traffic stop on a 
vehicle for a traffic 
violation in the area 
of Route 260 and 
northbound Route 
4. Contact was made 

with the driver, identified as Jennifer Marie 
Thomas, 29, of Lothian, who was found to 
be operating the vehicle without a valid driv-
er’s license. Further investigation revealed 
that Thomas was possessing a white, rock-
like substance suspected to be crack cocaine, 
as well as a glass smoking device containing 
white residue, also suspected to be crack 
cocaine. A subsequent search of the vehicle 
uncovered an additional improvised smok-
ing device with white residue and a clear 
plastic bag containing white residue, both 
suspected to be cocaine. Thomas was placed 
under arrest and transported to the Calvert 
County Detention Center. During trans-
port, Thomas spat throughout the prisoner 
compartment, defacing the police cruiser. 

Thomas was charged with Driving Without 
a License, CDS: Possession – Not Cannabis, 
CDS: Possession of Paraphernalia, and 
Malicious Destruction of Property (value 
under $1,000).

Damaged Property: 26-23933 On March 
13, 2026, DFC Hill responded to Charley’s 
Cheesesteaks & Wings, located at 823 
Prince Frederick Blvd. in Prince Frederick, 
MD, for a report of property destruction. 
The complainant reported that an unknown 
suspect carved words into the drywall. The 
estimated value of the damage is $300.

Disorderly 
Conduct: 26-22663 
On March 9, 2026, 
at approximately 
5:11 p.m., DFC 
Sylver responded to 
the area of Hilltop 
Road and Comstock 
Drive in Lusby for 
the report of an 
unresponsive male 

lying in the roadway. Upon arrival, depu-
ties made contact with Kendall Mitchell 
Oliver, 23, of Lusby. Oliver appeared 
disheveled and was observed lying in the 
roadway. Oliver became irate and made 
multiple threats of violence toward depu-
ties on scene. Neighbors exited their homes 
and observed Oliver yelling and using pro-
fanity. Due to causing a disturbance in the 
neighborhood, Oliver was placed under 
arrest and transported to the Calvert County 
Detention Center, where he was charged 
with Disorderly Conduct.

F l e e i n g  a n d 
Eluding: 26-24378 
On March 15, 2026, 
at approximately 
3:25 a.m., DFC 
Huy initiated a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle 
for speed while trav-
eling 80 mph in a 
posted 45 mph zone 
in the area of Rt. 4 

and Ward Rd in Dunkirk. The suspect vehi-
cle accelerated and continued southbound 
at a high rate of speed (150 mph in a posted 
55 mph zone), running red traffic lights and 
turning its headlights off. Deputies success-
fully deployed stop sticks, and the vehicle 
ultimately pulled into the Walmart parking 
lot in Prince Frederick. Upon making contact 
with the driver, Ishmael Shaquan McNeal, 
27, of Philadelphia, PA, a strong odor of an 
alcoholic beverage was emitting from his 
person. A vehicle search revealed numer-
ous open alcohol containers and multiple 
cannabis packages. McNeal was transported 
to the Calvert County Detention Center and 
charged with Fleeing and Eluding, DWI, 
DUI, Reckless Driving, Negligent Driving, 
and other traffic-related offenses.

Mail Tampering / Theft: 26-23016 On 
March 10, 2026, Master Deputy Burgraff 
responded to the 2000 block of Crows Nest 

Lane in St. Leonard for a reported mail tam-
pering/theft complaint. The complainant 
reported receiving a greeting card that had 
been ripped open. After contacting the 
sender, she determined that $20 in cash that 
had been included in the card was missing.

Theft: 26-23129 On 
March 11, 2026, at 
approximately 3:14 
a.m., DFC Campbell 
responded to Giant, 
located at 655 N. 
Solomons Island 
Road in Prince 
Frederick, for a 
reported theft in 
progress. An inves-
tigation revealed 
that three members 
of a floor cleaning 
crew were observed 
on store surveillance 
attempting to steal 
merchandise. The 
individuals were 
seen concealing gro-
cery items in a black 
trash bag and a black 
backpack. The sus-
pects were identified 
as Yafred Santos 
Jeronimo, 19, of 
Baltimore, Victor 
Ariel Bermudez 
Ve n t u r a ,  3 3 , 
o f  B a l t i m o r e , 
a n d  E n r i q u e 
Elias Bermudez 
Ventura, 31, of 

Baltimore. The total estimated value of the 
stolen property was $182.30. All three indi-
viduals were charged with Theft: $100 to 
Under $1,500.

Trespassing: 
2 6 - 2 4 2 7 4  O n 
March 14, 2026, 
Senior Deputy Idol 
responded to the 
Oakland Hall sub-
division in Prince 
Frederick for a 
traffic complaint. 
The complainant 
reported two indi-

viduals operating dirt bikes on the roadway 
at an estimated speed of approximately 
60 mph. Upon arrival, deputies heard dirt 
bikes operating near the powerline ease-
ment within the subdivision. As deputies 
approached, both riders attempted to leave 
the area. One rider, identified as Derek 
Isaiah Mackall Mitchell, 19 of Prince 
Frederick, exited the powerline area and 
was taken into custody. A second rider, a 
juvenile, was issued a citation and released 
to a parent. Mitchell was operating a 2022 
Kawasaki KLX300 dirt bike that did not 
display a current registration and lacked the 
required safety equipment in accordance 
with Maryland law. He was transported 
to the Calvert County Detention Center 

and charged with Trespassing: Private 
Property, Malicious Destruction of Property, 
Disorderly Conduct, Disturbing the Peace, 
Failure to Obey a Lawful Order, and Off 
Road Vehicle on Private Property.

Trespassing: 
2 6 - 2 4 5 4 9  O n 
March 15, 2026, at 
4:13 p.m. DFC T. 
Bowen responded to 
Safeway, located at 
80 W. Dares Beach 
Road in Prince 
Frederick, for the 
report of trespass-
ing.  The com-

plainant advised Evan Michael Franklin, 
27 of no fixed address, was inside the store 
and had been previously trespassed indef-
initely from the property. Franklin was 
placed into custody and transported to 
the Calvert County Detention Center and 
charged with Trespassing: Private Property.

Weapons Violation: 
26-24373 On March 
15, 2026, at approx-
imately 2:42 a.m., 
DFC Campbel l 
initiated a traffic 
stop in the area of 
Traskers Boulevard 
in Prince Frederick 
for an equipment 
violation. The vehi-

cle was slow to stop and was observed mak-
ing aggressive furtive movements toward 
the floorboard and glove compartment. The 
driver’s movements were so abrupt that 
he jerked the steering wheel, nearly caus-
ing the vehicle to strike the curb. Further 
investigation revealed the driver, Qui Mirr 
Tajee Heyward, 28, of Richmond, Virginia, 
was operating the vehicle on a suspended 
license. A search of the vehicle resulted in 
the recovery of a Sig Sauer P365 handgun 
with a magazine inserted containing 10 
rounds of 9mm ammunition. Located next 
to the firearm was a magazine carrier holster 
containing two additional magazines, each 
loaded with 10 rounds of 9mm ammunition. 
Heyward did not possess a valid Maryland 
handgun permit. He was taken into custody 
and charged with Handgun in a Vehicle and 
Loaded Handgun in a Vehicle.

Editor’s Note: The above arrests are not an 
indication of guilt or innocence as the cases 
have not been adjudicated

Anyone with information about these inci-
dents is asked to call the Sheriff’s Office at 
(410) 535-2800 and reference the case num-
ber provided. Citizens may remain anony-
mous thru the ‘Submit a Tip’ feature on the 
Calvert County Criminal Arrests 0 Criminal 
CDS Arrests 0 Civil Citations 2 5 Sheriff’s 
Office mobile app. To download, visit 
https://apps.myocv.com/share/a39520678 . 
Tipsters may also email ccsotips@calvert-
countymd.gov

6

CALVERT COUNTY POLICE BLOTTER
COPS & COURTS

Denzil Marquet Bonner
Kendall Mitchell Oliver

Yafred Santos Jeronimo
Evan Michael Franklin

Derek Isaiah Mackall Mitchell

Qui Mirr Tajee Heyward

Victor Ariel Bermudez Ventura

Enrique Elias Bermudez Ventura

Ishmael Shaquan McNeal

Jennifer Marie Thomas



Thursday, April 2, 2026Calvert County Times7 CALENDARS

Calvert Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Thu, Apr 2
Awful Artworks: Bookworm

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6-7:45 p.m.

Have you ever looked at an art project and 
thought “I could do that,” but you in fact 
could not do that? Let your creativity flow 
without worrying about an end product! 
This Awful Artworks will be all about cre-
ating a piece of art based on your favorite 
book! We will provide the art materials (if 
you have art supplies gathering dust, bring 
them to share), you provide the creativity! 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862.

https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Fri, Apr 3
Annmarie After Hours – Opening 
Reception for Fairies in the Garden

Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center
5-7p.m.

Family-Friendly Evening. Celebrate the 
opening of Fairies in the Garden with a spe-
cial Annmarie After Hours event designed 
for all ages. Fairy houses built by members 
of our community will be displayed around 
the exterior of the Arts Building before 
being placed throughout the sculpture gar-
den. Both galleries in the Arts Building will 
remain open until 7:00 pm, along with the 
sculpture garden and walking trails. Guests 
are invited to enjoy live music, explore the 
new exhibit, stroll the grounds, and expe-
rience an evening of art and nature. Food 
trucks available. Admission is $5/adults, 
$3/kids; 2 & under free; . Reservations are 
not required. Learn more at www.annmar-
iegarden.org.

Saturday, April 4
Spring Fling Market

Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center
9 a.m.-2 p.m,

Spring is here! Celebrate the season , where 
shoppers will find everything needed to fill 
Easter baskets and prepare for the holiday, 
from small-batch treats to unique hand-
made gifts. This festive market features a 
wide selection of handmade, homemade, 
and homegrown items made by local art-
ists and vendors. Food trucks will be on 
site. Admission to the market area is free. 
Market is pet-friendly (must be leashed and 
friendly); no smoking or vaping permitted. 
Learn more at www.annmariegarden.org.

Garden Smarter: Seed Saving 
Workshop

Calvert Library Prince Frederick, 850 
Costley Way, 10-11 a.m.

Never buy seeds again! Come learn how to 

harvest, process, and preserve seeds from 
your favorite garden vegetables, herbs and 
flowers to use next year. Hands-on activities 
included! 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info.

On Pins and Needles

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
2-4 p.m.

If you knit, embroider or crochet, or would 
like to learn, join us. Get  together with other 
fiber crafters to learn or develop your skills. 
Registration requested. BYOY! (Bring 
Your Own Yarn!) 410-326-5289. https://
CalvertLibrary.info.

Easter Party and Egg Hunt

St. Paul UMC
11000 HG Trueman Rd., Lusby
10 a.m.-12 Noon

Join us for Easter fun with games, crafts, 
and snacks. with…of course, an Easter 
Egg Hunt. All ages welcome! Call 
410-326-4475 for more information 
stpaulumc-lusby.org/

Mon, Apr 6
Judy Center Early Learning Hub - 
Saint Leonard

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
9:15-11:15 a.m.

Representatives from Judy Center SLES are 
on site to answer questions about their ser-
vices. For more information contact:Kim 
Paishon: The Judy Center EarlyLearning 
Hub at SLESFamily Service Worker, 
443-550-9752;   410-326-5289. https://
CalvertLibrary.info.

Prevent T2: Proven Program to Prevent 
or Delay Diabetes

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
4100 5th St., North Beach
11 a.m;-12 p.m.

Take charge of your health! Join our free, 
fun and supportive year-long diabetes pre-
vention program for those at risk of diabe-
tes or looking to lose weight. Learn how 
small changes in eating, activity, and mind-
set can lead to big results. . Please register. 
To register or learn more information, call 
410-535-5400 x514.  410-257-2411. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Book Discussion

Calvert Pines Senior Center
1-2 p.m.

“The Serviceberry” by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer.  Join us to discuss this short but 
inspiring book about centering our lives 
around gratitude, reciprocity, and com-
munity, all based on lessons of the natural 

world. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Bilingual Conversation Hour: 
Spanish-English

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6:30-7:30 p.m.

30 minutes in English and 30 minutes 
in Spanish! We will get to practice our 
English and Spanish Conversation Skills! 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862.  https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Tue, Apr 7
Kindergarten Gear Up

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
2-3 p.m.

Join us for an 7-week program designed 
to help prepare kids and their caregivers to 
start school in the upcoming year. Through 
instruction and play, kids will learn social 
and academic skills while caregivers will 
learn how to better support their children. 
This program is intended for children not 
receiving formal childcare. Registration 
is required, and it is asked that you attend 
all sessions. This program is a partner-
ship with Calvert County Public Schools. 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862. https://
CalvertLibrary.info.

Tea and True Tales

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
2-3 p.m.

Each month we will enjoy tea, have treats 
and discuss non-fiction titles, memoirs, 
biographies or fiction based on real peo-
ple. This month’s title is a classic Lisa See 
story—one of women’s friendships and the 
larger forces that shape them—The Island 
of Sea Women introduces readers to the 
fierce and unforgettable female divers of 
Jeju Island and the dramatic history that 
shaped their lives.  410-326-5289. https://
CalvertLibrary.info. 

Wed, Apr 8
Job Seeker Resources

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
4100 5th St., North Beach
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

MD Labor Workforce—Veterans Services 
will be available (in person) to meet with 
those seeking employment-related support 
and community service information. This 
event focuses on Veteran’s Services, but 
all jobseekers are welcome! 410-257-2411. 
https://CalvertLibrary.info.

JobSource Mobile Career Center

Calvert Library Prince Frederick

850 Costley Way
1-4 p.m.

Stop by for your job search needs! Get job 
counseling and resume help, search for 
jobs and connect with Southern Maryland 
JobSource. w 410-535-0291 or 301-855-
1862. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
3-4:30 p.m.

Get tips and support from other caregivers. 
Facilitated by Charles Harrell and Dennis 
Poremski of the Alzheimer’s Association.  
410-326-5289. https://CalvertLibrary.info.

Bilingual Conversation Hour: 
Spanish-English

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
4100 5th St., North Beach
6:30-7:30 p.m.

30 minutes in English and 30 minutes in 
Spanish! We will get to practice our English 
and Spanish Conversation Skills! 410-257-
2411. https://CalvertLibrary.info

Veteran Services Program

Southern Pines Senior Center
20 Appeal Lane, Lusby
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Are you a veteran or close family member 
looking for assistance? ServingTogether will 
be on hand to provide support for Calvert 
County service members, veterans and mil-
itary families. Walk-ins are encouraged. No 
appointment is necessary. Write dwilliams@
everymind.org for more information. To 
learn more about ServingTogether, visit 
everymind.org/servingtogether.

On Pins and Needles

Calvert Library Twin Beaches Branch
4100 5th St., North Beach
1-4 p.m.

Bring your quilting, needlework, knitting, 
crocheting or other project for an afternoon 
of conversation and shared creativity. 410-
257-2411. httfps://CalvertLibrary.info.

Thu, Apr 9
Open House

Calvert County Health Department
Prince Frederick
3-6 p.m. 

We will be opening our doors to give you a 
tour of what we do for our community. Meet 
our staff, learn about our services, tour our 
Destination Wellness van, play games and 
test your health-related knowledge, enjoy a 
food truck, watch a cooking demonstration, 
take home giveaways and more!
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St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

may be messy, so please wear clothing 
you don’t mind getting dirty. Leonardtown 
Library on Friday, April 3 from 2 - 3 p.m. 
Register on www.stmalib.org.

Adult Spelling Bee & Trivia
Gather your friends and join us for an excit-
ing evening of wordplay and friendly com-
petition! Test your vocabulary and trivia 
skills in a unique event that combines the 
classic fun of spelling bees with the thrill 
of theme-based challenges. Compete for 
the top spot in this one-of-a-kind commu-
nity event that celebrates learning, litera-
cy, and camaraderie! Teams of 2-4 partic-
ipants will compete in 3-4 timed rounds. 
Each round has a specific theme, with 
words related to the chosen topic. Teams 
earn points for correctly spelling words 
and guessing the theme. Bonus points 
can be awarded for quick answers or chal-
lenging words. The winning team is de-
termined by the highest combined score 
from all rounds. Lexington Park Library on 
Tuesday, April 7 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. Register 

on www.stmalib.org. 

Genealogy Research  
for African Americans

Learn about the some of the nuance and 
special considerations needed when 
undergoing genealogical research for 
families of color. Join us for an overview 
of resources that will help beginners con-
duct genealogical research of persons 
of African American descent. Examples 
of resources to be covered include the 
Black Newspaper Archives, Ancestry 
Library edition, Fold 3 Library edition, 
Freedmen’s Bureau Records, the Legacy 
of Slavery in Maryland website and more.  
This is a virtual event held over Zoom on 
Wednesday, April 8 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. 
Register on www.stmalib.org to receive 
the link.

Expungement Day
Williams, McClernan & Stack LLC will 
offer free legal help to those seeking 
Maryland expungements of criminal 

records. Appointments will be at 
Lexington Park Library on Friday, April 
10 from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Appointments 
will last approximately 20 minutes. 
Please bring any paperwork relating to 
the case if the case was dismissed be-
cause the lawyers will be unable to see 
it on CaseSearch. Please note: regis-
tration information will be shared with 
Williams, McClernan, & Stack so that 
the attorney can assist you during your 
appointment. Register on www.stmal-
ib.org. Maryland expungements only.

Life-Sized Board Games
Celebrate National Board Game Day 
at the library! Play life-sized versions 
of your favorite board games, includ-
ing Jenga, Sorry, checkers, Uno, and 
more. Feel free to drop in and out of 
the meeting room during the program 
time; no registration required. This 
event is for all ages. Charlotte Hall 
Library on Saturday, April 11 from 2 - 4 
p.m. No registration.

Songwriting Made Easy  
(for kids!)

Explore the basics of songwriting, cov-
ering topic, rhyme, form, and recording 
with music educator Nathan Earley. 
We’ll work together to create a fin-
ished song by the end of the session. 
Participants are welcome to bring any 
instrument they have experience with, 
or we can learn a quick instrument 
on the fly! Lexington Park Library on 
Friday, April 3 from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Registration required on www.stmal-
ib.org Please use the Add More People 
button when registering to register ev-
ery child who will be participating.

Cyanotype Printing
Cyanotype printing is the art of print-
ing using sunlight! This historical tech-
nique is a way to make a photograph 
without a camera by laying objects on 
your canvas and letting the sun acti-
vate the chemicals in the paint to re-
veal your masterpieces! This program 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thu, Apr 2
American Legion Post 221 Meeting

21690 Colton Point Rd., Avenue
7 p.m.

American Legion Post 221 invites all active 
duty personnel and veterans to join us for 
our monthly meeting on the first Thursday 
of each month at 7:00pm. E-mail us at 
alpost221@aol.com or call 301*481*6625 
for more information. 

Fri, Apr 3
Drive Thru Fried Shrimp Dinner

Seventh District firehouse
21660 Colton Point Road
5-7 p.m. or until sold out.

The menu includes 8 fried shrimp, fries, 
coleslaw, apple sauce, corn bread and des-
sert. $25 per meal. Carryout only. Sponsored 
by Auxiliary.

April Show Opening Reception

North End Gallery
41652 Fenwick Street, Leonardtown

5-8 p.m.

North End Gallery’s April show opening 
Friday, April 3, 2026, features a solo show 
for artist Kennie Mauche. Active both en 
Plein Air and in the studio, Kennie “paints 
to see, to connect and share the beauty of 
the light that surrounds us all.”

Show runs through April 26, Sundays 
11-4pm, Tuesdays thru Saturdays 11-5pm

For more information about Kennie and 
her art: https://www.kenniemauche.com

Show lead contact: Bea Poulin,  
president.northendgallery@gmail.com

Sat, Apr 4
Band of Brothers and Sisters

Showtime Deli
21905 Three Notch Rd., Lexington Park
9 a.m..

PTSD/Suicide Prevention Group of So. 
Maryland, offers support for all Veterans 
in need of our services, as well as support 
for the local community. We provide help 
with VA Military Compensation Claims by 
appointment. Our method is derived from 
our military experiences when we were sur-

rounded by others who think and dressed 
as needed to work together to survive. Our 
members are supported by text, phone or 
personal interaction and are available at a 
moment’s notice. For more information call 
301-481-6752.

Easter Bake Sale

Across from Chaptico Market
9 a.m. until sold out. 

Delicious homemade desserts, brownies, 
cupcakes, cookies, cakes, candies and pies. 
Sponsored by Seventh District Volunteer 
Rescue Squad Auxiliary.

Park Days

Point Lookout State Park
11175 Point Lookout Rd., Scotland
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Each year, history enthusiasts, commu-
nity-minded citizens, families, and local 
organizations come together in an effort to 
help keep our nation’s heritage not only pre-
served, but pristine. Join us at Point Lookout 
Fort #3 to complete needed clean-up activ-
ities, such as raking leaves, painting signs, 
and general maintenance of this living his-
tory site.

TEXAS Holdem Tourney

Mechanicsville Moose Lodge 
2-11 p.m.

$150 buy in (includes Bounty). Starting 
stack 30,000 chips. Registration opens at 
1pm. Cards in the air at 2pm. There are 
no rebuys for this event. Blind levels will 
change every 20 minutes.

Food available for additional cost. There 
will be a 50/50 raffle and cash wheel sep-
arate from tournament entry.For more 
information please contact James Dean, 
240-577-0828 or jdeanjunior@gmail.com

Upcoming
Car Show

Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department
24801 Three Notch Rd., Hollywood
April 12
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Entry fee $20. Beer, food trucks, raffles, 
door prizes, music. 

Dash plaques for first 50 entries.
Top 30 Trophies awarded and Best in 

Show winner.
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27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Odor Removal Ozoning, 
Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing Laundry Services, Errand running and Grocery services, Organizing 

and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & and Packing/Moving services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & 
Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Walking, Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly 

Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Care & Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter 
Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to Cleaning, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to 

the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal the Doctors, Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

Cold Spring Structures
301-884-SHED (7433)

Shop and Offi  ce: 26888 Mary Dixon Rd. | Mechanicsville

LOCALLY OWNED! BUILT! SOLD!
Jay Brubacker, Builder/Retailer

Quality Storage Sheds and Garages
“FOR ALL 

YOUR STUFF!”
Self-Service Display: 23710 N. Patuxent Beach Rd. | California

By the Solomons bridge (St. Mary’s side)

Call for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
Serving Calvert, Charles, and 

St. Mary’s Counties

Professional Guaranteed Work 
Every Time

No Job Too Big,
No Job Too Small.
We Do Them All!

Publisher
Thomas McKay

Associate Publisher
Eric McKay

General Manager
Al Dailey
aldailey@countytimes.net

Advertising
Jen Stotler
jen@countytimes.net

Staff Writer
Dick Myers
dickmyers@countytimes.net

P. O. Box 250 • Hollywood, MD 20636

The County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for the residents 
of St. Mary’s and Calvert County. The County Times will be available on newsstands every 
Thursday. The paper is published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, which is 
responsible for the form, content, and policies of the newspaper. The County Times does 
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John Norris, 95

John Abell Norris, 
lovingly referred 
to as Sprout, Abell-
Toots, Pop Pop, 
and Dad, passed 
away peacefully 
surrounded by fam-
ily at his home 
in  Hol lywood, 

Maryland on March 29, 2026, at the age of 95.
John was born September 29, 1930, to the 

late William Richley and Mary Catherine 
Abell Norris. On April 11, 1955, he mar-
ried Lillian Farr Norris. Together they built 
a home on the Norris family farm.

John attended St. John’s Catholic School 
followed by Margaret Brent and for employ-
ment held several jobs throughout his life-
time. He was a full-time farmer and while 
farming held several part-time jobs.  He 
drove the school bus for St. John’s Catholic 
School, was a truck driver for Mokley 
Mattingly, and performed lawn work for 
Lester Mattingly.  He transitioned to full-
time employment with Dean and Beavers 
until he found his professional calling 
working for the Maryland State Highway 
Administration (SHA).  John began work 
with the SHA as a laborer, advancing to a 
heavy equipment operator, and retired after 
31 years on June 30, 1992, as a Facilities 
Maintenance Technician III.  Throughout 
all of this he maintained his commitment 
to farming.

John was a devoted son, husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, uncle, and 
friend.  He will be remembered by his hours 
spent in the lattice house swing listening to 
music, sitting on the porch resting, or visit-
ing with family, and his love of dancing and 
listening to live music weekly at Cryer’s 
Back Road Inn. The family will cherish 
memories related to his love of Honey Nut 
Cheerios for breakfast every morning (his 
secret to a long life), his dedication to mow-
ing the lawn until it shined green to per-
fection, and his always dependable nature.

He is survived by his children, Bonnie 
Jean Lemonds and Mary Lillian Wise 
(Raymond), his grandchildren, Joshua Wise, 
Crystal Sexton, and Jennifer Wise, and his 

great-grandson, Kevin Bates, Jr.  He is also 
survived by his sisters, Dolores Wheeler and 
Betty Jean Guy (Lenny).  He is proceeded in 
death by his wife, brothers, Dickie Norris, 
Bobby Norris, Charles Norris, Philip Norris, 
and George Norris, and his young daughter, 
Grace Ann.

The family will receive friends on 
Tuesday, April 7, 2026, from 4:00 PM to 
7:00 PM, with prayers recited at 6:00 PM, 
in the Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home, 
Leonardtown, MD. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
April 8, 2026, at 10:00 AM at St John’s 
Catholic Church, Hollywood, MD, with 
Rev. Ray Schmidt officiating. Interment 
will follow at the church cemetery. Serving 
as pallbearers will be Joshua Wise, Kevin 
Bates, Jr., Tommy Wheeler, Phil Norris, 
Glenn Norris, Steven Norris, Ricky Guy, 
and Len Guy. Honorary pallbearers will be 
Crystal Sexton and Jennifer Wise.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to Hospice of St. Mary’s, St. John’s Catholic 
Church, HVRS, or HVFD. 

Condolences may be made to the family 
at www.mgfh.com.

Arrangements provided by the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

Joseph Cullison, 97

Joseph  Pa t r ick 
Cullison passed 
away peacefully on 
March 25, 2026, and 
was undoubtedly 
welcomed by angels 
at Heaven’s gate. He 
was a beloved hus-
band, father, grand-

father, great-grandfather, companion, and 
friend whose kindness, wisdom, and unwav-
ering love left a lasting impact on all who 
knew him.

Born on Saint Patrick’s Day, March 17, 
1929, in Ridge, Maryland, Joseph lived a 
life defined by faith, devotion to family, 
kindness, and hard work. His quiet yet 
thoughtful presence was a comfort unlike 
any other.

Affectionately known as “Joe Pat” or 

“Poppop,” he spent much of his life in 
Virginia, where he built a life centered 
around family and his business ventures, 
including Heishman BMW and First Choice 
Auto Body Shop in Arlington.

Joseph shared 55 blissful years of mar-
riage with his beloved wife, Dorothy Ann 
(Farrell) Cullison, until her passing in 2012. 
He returned to Maryland full time in 2016, 
where he enjoyed time with family and 
friends in Bushwood.

He was known for his steady presence, his 
willingness to show up for others, and his 
genuine interest in the lives around him. He 
found joy in storytelling, fishing, boating, 
working on cars, and spending time with 
loved ones and friends, especially during his 
daily McDonald’s morning coffee meetups.

He is survived by his sister, Varrina 
“Tink” Yost; his son-in-law, M. Phillip 
Kalnitzky; his granddaughters, Victoria 
DeFruscio (Dominic), Amanda Kalnitzky 
(Dalhton Rose), and Mackenzie Kalnitzky 
(Tyler Kowalski); his great-grandchil-
dren, Carson Patrick Kalnitzky, Audrey 
DeFruscio, Charlotte DeFruscio, and soon-
to-be great-grandson, Braeden Joseph-
Taylor Rose; as well as several beloved 
nieces and nephews, including “Joe’s Three 
Amigos,” who were devoted and offered 
exceptional care and support. He is also 
survived by his longtime companion, Nita 
Knott, whose love and care meant so much 
to him and his family.

Joe was preceded in death by his 
wife, Dorothy Ann; his daughter, Pamela 
Ann Kalnitzky; his parents, Anna Maria 
(Peacock) and Francis Chester Cullison; 
his sisters, Sister Mary Rita Cullison, Sister 
Marie Francis Cullison, Carolyn Clark, 
and Anita “Betty” Raley; and his brothers, 
Edward Cullison and John “Jack” Gregory 
Cullison.

Joseph’s life was a testament to faith, 
family, and love. He often said he had “no 
regrets” and truly enjoyed every moment. 
Though he lived 97 full years, it would never 
have been enough for those who loved him.

Visitation and Mass will be held on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church, 16566 Three Notch Road, 
Ridge, MD 20680. Visitation will be held 
at 10am with Mass at 11am. Interment will 
follow at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Bushwood, Maryland. The family invites 
you to join them for a celebration of life 
meal following.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Ridge, 
Maryland, the church that stood across the 
street from where he was born and remained 
the foundation of his life or Hospice of St. 
Mary’s in Callaway, Maryland.

Condolences to the family may be left at 
www.brinsfieldsfuneral.com.

Arrangements by Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

OBITUARIES

To schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays 
for publication on Thursdays. Any submissions received after this deadline may run in the following week’s edition.In RemembranceIn Remembrance

A Tribute to the Loved One 
Whose Memory Lives
On Forever in Your Heart

Honor the memory of your cherished 
one by sharing the story of their life 

with friends, neighbors and associates 
here in the community.

For details and to place 
your notice of remembrance, 

call 301-373-4125 for assistance.

REMEMBRANCES
IN PRINT & ONLINE
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301-997-0006 
INFO@JEFFSTREE.COM

JEFFTREE.COM

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming 
Stump Grinding • Fertilization 
Free Estimate • Fully Insured 

LTE #995

Asphalt Repair • Seal Coating  
Fully Insured • MHIC #109073

Maintaining a Lawn 
Roamed by Pets

Vibrant, green lawns can draw attention to 
any landscape. Many homeowners toil for 
hours each week to ensure their lawns are 
pristine, or invest in lawn care services to 
help maintain a yard if they do not have the 
time to do so themselves. 

While many treatments can be applied to 
lawns to help them thrive, animal waste is 
not among them. Pet owners who aspire to 
have beautiful lawns will have to take a few 
extra steps to ensure lawns can persevere 
despite the presence of furry companions.

Reseed with a damage-resistant grass. 
There are many different types of grass, and 
some are more resilient than others. Tall fes-
cue, Kentucky bluegrass, perennial ryegrass, 
and Bermuda grass are just some of the grass 
varieties that can capably handle pet traffic. 
If replacing the entire lawn is not possible, 
consider reseeding or addressing the areas 
that pets frequent.

•	 Strengthen the root system. It may be 
tempting to cut the lawn short, particu-
larly if dogs or cats like to nibble on lon-
ger blades of grass. But that approach 
could be doing the lawn a disservice. 
According to The Home Depot, letting 
the lawn grow to at least three inches 
will help keep moisture in the soil and 
prevent evaporation. That moisture will 
strengthen the roots, creating a health-
ier lawn for pets and people.

•	 Create pet paths. Various materials can 
be used in these high-traffic areas to 
minimize the sights and signs of pet 

traffic. Mulch or crushed stone can 
establish these pet highways and look 
like intended features.

•	 Set boundaries. Pet urine contains high 
levels of nitrogen, which can burn 
grass and turn it brown. It’s not pos-
sible to water down urine or pick up 
solid waste immediately every time a 
pet goes outdoors, so designate a pet-
friendly spot for potty time. Use fenc-
ing or a dog run to separate this area 
and help mitigate “land mines” all over 
the lawn. Fencing also can keep pets 
out of vegetable gardens and away 
from potentially toxic plants.

•	 Avoid chemical lawn treatments. When 
pets use the yard and rest on the lawn, 
you’ll need to eliminate products 
that can be harmful to them. Choose 
all-natural fertilizers and weed and pest 
preventatives.

•	 Look for pet-friendly alternatives. If 
maintaining a lawn with pets seems 
like an uphill battle, consider swap-
ping out your landscape with a variety 
of materials. Scale back on grass, and 
incorporate groundcover, hardscape 
materials like pea gravel, or extend the 
patio. Artificial turf also is an option, 
as it won’t brown and wither. Some 
turf products can even be quickly and 
thoroughly cleaned with water.

It can take some trial and error for pet par-
ents to protect their lawns from the effects 
of having furry friends playing in the yard.  

A fenced-in space gives pets an op-
portunity to run around off-leash and 
enjoy time outdoors, but pet owners 
must recognize that inquisitive dogs can 
get into trouble even in seemingly safe 
yards. One potential danger is ingestion 
of potentially toxic mushrooms. It is es-
sential for homeowners to check their 
yards for mushrooms all year long, but 
especially during wet springs and in the 
fall. Mushrooms can pop up overnight. 
Depending on the type of mushroom and 
the size of the dog, ingesting even a small 
amount can result in gastrointestinal 
distress or more dire circumstances, like 
liver failure. Certain mushrooms give off a 

fishy smell that may entice dogs who are 
prone to indiscriminate eating. According 
to the animal care resource Preventative 
Vet, signs of mushroom toxicity include 
vomiting, salivating, yellowing of the skin 
and “whites of eyes,” coma, seizures, 
and loss of balance. Other dogs may 
experience diarrhea or refuse to eat. 
Any pet owner who has suspected a dog 
has eaten wild mushrooms should 
consult a veterinarian. Early treat-
ment can help 
and prevent 
more serious 
organ damage 
or death. 

Did you know? 
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Phone: 301-373-2912 
Email: sales@gehmanbarns.com  

Located on Bishop Road near 
Loveville in St. Mary’s County

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Providing quality storage solutions since 1993

LOCALLY BUILT
STORAGE SHEDS

The Pros and Cons of 
Irrigation Systems

Maintaining a lush, green lawn and thriving 
landscape that includes shrubbery, flowers 
and trees requires time, money and often 
some sweat equity. However, the beauty that 
results from such effort compels many home-
owners to take on the landscaping challenge. 

Forgetting to water the greenery or get-
ting hit with a drought can cause a lawn 
to deteriorate rapidly. An irrigation sys-
tem may seem like a smart investment, but 
homeowners should weigh the pros and cons 
of such systems before having one installed.

Irrigation systems are installed to pro-
tect landscaping so plants can thrive year-
round. Irrigation systems come in various 
forms, from sprinkler to drip to surface irri-
gation systems. No system is necessarily 
better than another. That’s because each is 
designed to address specific watering needs.

Here’s a look at various irrigation systems 
and the pros and cons of each.

Sprinkler system
Sprinklers are popular because they tend 
to be very affordable and easy to set up. 
Manual sprinkler systems utilize a hose 
and sprinkler head, while automatic sys-
tems are programmed and do all the work 
once they’re installed. Sprinklers cover a 
lot of ground and can irrigate large spaces 
quickly. However, that same benefit can be 
a disadvantage as well. 

Sprinklers are indiscriminate in their 
watering, sometimes hitting pavement or 
driveways. Also, the Gardening Channel 
says that water from sprinklers is lost due 
to evaporation on hot, windy days. In fact, 
as much as 80 percent of the water used may 
not make it onto the grass or plants. 

Surface irrigation system
Sometimes called gravity irrigation, these 
systems use channels or furrows throughout 
the cultivation area. Once the water runs 
through these channels, gravity distributes 
it accordingly. 

Surface irrigation systems require min-
imal effort but are best suited for farms 
and commercial enterprises because they 
require a large reservoir or pond to accu-
mulate water. Also, uneven terrains could 
divert the water.

Drip irrigation system
This type of irrigation system is used pri-
marily in arid regions. It is made up of lat-
eral lines of flexible or rigid polyethylene 
pipe. Drip irrigation allows homeowners to 
focus watering on a particular garden area. 
It provides moisture directly to the soil. 
Therefore, there is no water waste from run-
off or evaporation. Drip irrigation waters 
plants slowly and can cause less soil erosion 
and reduce nutrient leeching.

While easier and more effective than 
some other irrigation methods over the long 
haul, a drip irrigation system has a substan-
tial startup cost. In addition, the system can 
get clogged at times. When gardening sea-
son is finished, a drip irrigation system will 
need to be drained and dismantled. 

Irrigation systems can help care for plants and 
lawns. However, they can be costly and some 
require significant maintenance. Weather and 
pests also can reduce the effectiveness of yard 
irrigation systems by damaging equipment or 
directing water in directions homeowners did 
not intend. Customers are urged to do their 
research regarding which system, if any, is 
best for their properties. 
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RefrigerationRefrigeration

301-475-8298
www.hancockrefrig.com

����������������������������������������������������

������������������
��������������������������

Nine Signs of Pest Infestation
Individuals want a home that is welcom-
ing and comfortable. Unfortunately many 
conditions that people find  appealing also 
appeal to pests. Pests may be more problem-
atic at certain times of year , such as when 
weather is extreme and pests like rodents 
or even raccoons seek refuge in a home. 
During times of year when temperatures 
are mild, certain insects may begin to hatch 
or swarm, becoming problematic around 
the home.

Some signs of pests taking up residence 
may be readily apparent, while others may 
be less obvious. The following are nine 
signs of pest infestation in or around a home.

1.	Droppings: Small droppings may indi-
cate that pests are nearby. Droppings 
will vary depending on the insect or 
rodent. It’s good to familiarize your-
self with the appearance of various 
droppings, from mice to termites to 
bed bugs.

2.	Footprints: Footprints are another sign 
of pest infestation. Footprints left in 
dirt around a home, or in dusty areas 
in the attic or basement, may show 
that pests are tracking in and out of 
the house.

3.	Sawdust piles or trails: Sawdust could 
be indicative of termites or ants. 
Insects like carpenter bees also may 
burrow into areas of wood and leave 
sawdust behind. 

4.	Shed wings, skins and casings: Many 
insects molt and, during this process, 

will shed certain parts of their anatomy 
to grow larger. Roaches, bed bugs and 
beetles are some pests that might be 
scattering sheds or egg casings in a 
home. Termite wings are discarded 
once the swarmers choose a new loca-
tion for the colony.

5.	Foul odors: Musty or foul smells, par-
ticularly in hidden areas, may indicate 
pests are nesting nearby.

6.	Unexplained noises: Scratching or 
scurrying in walls or floors often indi-
cates pests are present.

7.	Bites: Waking up in the morning with 
welts or red areas on the skin might 
indicate the presence of bed bugs or 

other biting insects.
8.	Presence of nests: Those who can see 

nests in corners or undisturbed areas 
of the home likely have pests present. 
Rodents often use chewed cardboard, 
insulation, paper, and other scavenged 
items to create nests, according to 
exterminators.

9.	Increased number of beneficial insects: 
An influx of spiders and other pred-
atory insects may indicate there are 
plenty of food sources in the home for 
them to feast on. 

Pests can be problematic, but homeown-
ers who recognize signs of infestation can 
take prompt action. 

Many pest control methods don’t 
only target pests — pollinators can 
often get caught in the crossfire. 
Without pollinators, more than 100 
crops grown in the United States 
would not be able to thrive. Plants, 
including various fruits, vegetables, 
nuts and more, rely on pollinators to 
ensure to transport pollen. Though 
many plants are self-pollinating and 
others are pollinated by the wind or 
water, many others rely on insects and 
animals to become pollinated. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture says 
birds, bees, bats, butterflies, moths, 
flies, beetles, and small mammals all 
can work as pollinators. Examples of 
crops pollinated by pollinators include 
apples, squash and almonds. 
Animals and insects help pol-
linate more than 75 percent of 
the world’s flowering plants, 
and nearly 75 percent of all 
crops, according to the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service. Unfortunately, 
pesticide use can diminish 
the number of natural 
pollinators. Natural gar-
dening and pest control 
can help protect the 
habitats of pollinators.

Did you know? 
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How to Prepare Your 
Landscape for New 
Plants

New plants can add much to a landscape. 
Whether they’re replacing plants that are 
no longer thriving or being added to supple-
ment an existing landscape, new plants are 
an affordable way to give a home’s exterior 
a whole new look.

Much consideration is given to which 
plants to add to a landscape. That’s under-
standable, as homeowners want to choose 
plants that will thrive and won’t compromise 
the health of surrounding plants and trees. 
Before planting or even choosing plants, it’s 
important to plan for new additions to a land-
scape. Preparing the landscape can inform 
homeowners about which plants to purchase 
and can ensure they thrive after planting.

•	 Document sunlight exposure. Plants 
have different needs, and one of the 
biggest differences between species 
is the amount of sunlight they need 
to thrive. According to Penn State 
Extension, plants characterized as “full 
sun” require six or more hours of sun-
light per day, while those considered 
“partial sun” need between four and 
six hours of sunlight per day. Plants 
designated as “partial shade” need 
two to four hours of sun per day, while 
“shade” plants need less than two hours 
of sunlight a day. Documenting sun-
light exposure in advance gives home-
owners an idea of which plants should 
be planted and where they should be 
planted. Jot down these observations 
in a journal over several weeks and 
then choose plants that will thrive in 
each area.

•	 Test the soil. A soil pH test is a simple 
and quick way to determine the acidity 

of soil. Soil pH levels will indicate how 
likely a plant is to thrive in a given spot. 
High levels won’t necessarily mean 
an area should be avoided, as  some 
plants thrive in acidic soils. Additional 
soil tests can determine other charac-
teristics, such as the nutrient levels of 
soil and the amount of organic mat-
ter it contains. Each of these variables 
can help homeowners make the right 
choices as they introduce new plants 
to their properties.

•	 Consider local wildlife. If local wild-
life makes its presence known on a 
property, homeowners may want to 
take proactive steps prior to planting 
anything new. A new fence might pre-
vent animals like deer from getting 
in, but that likely won’t do much to 
repel smaller animals like squirrels, 
rabbits or foxes. If wildlife is a con-
cern, homeowners can seek advice at 
their local garden center about which 
plants certain animals are likely to 
ignore. Homeowners who want to 
attract wildlife can do the same in 
reverse, choosing plants wildlife will 
be drawn to. Homeowners who want to 
deter wildlife should erect fencing or 
other barriers prior to planting.

•	 Clear space if necessary. Plants grow 
up and out, and cramped quarters can 
make it hard for new plants to thrive. 
Some may thrive but only at the 
expense of other plants. If necessary, 
clear space prior to planting to ensure 
plants have ample space to grow.

Some pre-planting landscape preparation 
can ensure new plants thrive.  
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3, 2, 1...COOL
DOWN! 

we’re dropping a new deal every
week to help you stay cool this
Summer - like savings on new AC
or Heat Pump systems, tune-ups,
upgrades, and more. 

Beat the heat and get your home
ready now! 

Now through May 31,

WIN A FREE AC OR HEAT PUMP
SYSTEM (UP TO $8,000). 

burchoil.comCONNECT WITH US:

Don’t miss this week’s deal—visit
burchoil.com/cooldown or call us today
for a free quote from our local experts.

301-373-2131

Plus, enjoy instant rebates or 0% financing options! 

We keep it cool. 

Cool Down Countdown is here! 
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By Shelby Opperman 
Contributing Writer

Remember when you were a kid and 
you used plastic cups or tin cans tied 
together to make a simple phone? I 
feel like that is something Robert and 
I should try. The only problem is that 
you can’t text with the tin can phone 
method. I always wonder how many 
other couples text each other or mes-
sage silly things from different rooms 
in the house. I hope we are not the 
only ones. The other method we could 
try is using an old fashioned bull horn 
to yell to each other, but then we also 
need those ear trumpets to hear each other’s responses.

My husband will ask a question from the bedroom while he’s watching what-
ever TV show he’s watching, and I’ll respond, “What?” then he will try and say 
it louder which really shouldn’t be a problem since he is a loud person anyway. I 
say, “What??” one more time and then wait to see if he will come out of his lair 
into the living room where I am watching what I like to watch and tell me what 
he wanted. But no, I wait a couple minutes, then get up with a sigh and walk back 
there to check, usually missing some critical clue in a mystery I’m watching. And 
no, it doesn’t matter if it’s a Hallmark mystery that I have seen 30 times, I normally 
forget who the murderer  is anyway. So, I get to the bedroom to find out that he 
wants to know if a certain website, usually for ’65 Mustang parts, lawnmower 
parts, or something he has seen on Facebook, is legit. I go back to get my phone 
to check the site along with reviews and see where it’s from, etc. and then we go 
through the whole order process. By the time I’m done and go back to my command 
center in the living room the only thing I hear is the ending music of my TV show.

There are many times, especially on the FBI show nights or the Wednesday 
night One Chicago shows of Chicago Med, Chicago Fire, and Chicago PD that 
we are watching the same programs from different rooms. The problem is that 
the bedroom TV and the living room TV are quite a few seconds different from 
each other. The living room TV is first. He will hear me yelling AHHHH! or 
NOOOO! at the gory scenes when the Firefighters and Paramedics of Chicago 
Fire come across a really grizzly accident where someone is impaled with a 
telephone pole or something worse. Then I hear him yelling the same things 
a few seconds later. I know he has his eyes closed at that point. Chicago Med 
can sometimes be worse than Chicago Fire with all the ER mishaps and the 
surgeries. My husband was a tough, strong Firefighter in his day, but now I don’t 
think he likes to see all that. My father was the same way later on. I suppose I 
could go watch the shows in the bedroom with him, but if I have my head on 
the pillow, that’s all she wrote. When we do watch TV shows together, which 
we actually do quite often, one of us is sure to make a bag of popcorn to share, 
and then we can both yell and close our eyes at the same time.

Since our sweet dog Mindy passed, my husband’s new thing (plus several 
other friends and family) is texting or messaging pictures of dogs from all over 
the East Coast to my phone. Of course I want them all, but I am not ready yet. 
I think my husband must be ready. I finally just put Mindy’s dog food bowl 
set up downstairs yesterday. Her doggie bed and blankets I took downstairs 
two weeks ago. The only thing left upstairs is her large Rubbermaid 2 part dog 
food and treat container. It is empty and cleaned out, maybe that will go in the 
laundry room today. So, no, I am not ready for a dog at present, but who knows 
if I will see another pup with lots of soul in her eyes. For now, I will have to be 
happy with receiving lots of adoptable dog photos from everyone. And what’s 
not to love about cute dogs…besides, I check all the adoption sites too. Happy 
Easter to everyone! I need to find my bunny ears again.

 
To each new day’s adventure, 
Shelby

Please send your comments or ideas to: shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com or 
find me on Facebook.

Room to Room 
Communication

Wanderings
Aimless Mindof anPets of theof the

WeekWeek
�������������

“No such thing as a bad dog.”
Nutrition • Training • Grooming • Daycare • Walking

Temporarily located inside Well Pet Clinic
21800 N Shangri La Dr, Unit 16 • Lexington Park 

Call/Text: 240-431-7834
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APRIL 24 • 8:30AM
Vehicles • Farm Equipment • Heavy Equipment

APRIL 25 • 8:30AM
Antiques • Flowers • Tools • Vintage Cars 

Building Materials • Lawn Equipment • and More

2026 SPRING

CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION

HAYESAUCTIONSERVICES.NET
 (301) 861-7738

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS NOW
For more info, call Jeff  at 301-861-7738

PREVIEW APRIL 23 • 8AM–5PM
See equipment at EquipmentFacts.com

LIVE AT 38250 NEW MARKET TURNER RD.
ONLINE AT EQUIPMENTFACTS.COM
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Hospice Run Honors Local WWII Hero
By Vada Mercer 
Contributing Writer

Hundreds of runners and walkers will take 
the streets of historic Leonardtown on April 
11 in support of Hospice of St. Mary’s.

The 29th Annual Run and Fun Walk 
for Hospice will start at 8 a.m., featuring 
a 5K run or fun walk, a 10K run, and the 
Defender’s Cup 5K team race.

Since its start in 1996, the annual fund-
raiser has raised more than $1 million for 
Hospice of St. Mary’s, and is expected to 
bring in over $125,000 this year alone.

“Facing death and dying is the most dif-
ficult thing any of us will ever do, and we 
will all have to do it,” said Jim Dicus, event 
founder and hospice volunteer of more than 
30 years. “But no one has to face it alone. 
That's the message and function of the Run 
and Fun Walk for Hospice.”

Hospice of St. Mary’s provides end-of-
life care to community members, including 
those with little or no ability to pay. Their 
services range from daily personal and spiri-
tual care to support for patients and families, 
as well as coordination of medical supplies 
and medication.

Dicus founded the event in 1996, inspired 
by his experiences with hospice patients. 
He hoped to raise both awareness of hos-
pice’s importance and funds to support those 
unable to afford care.

“I realized an auction at the firehouse 
could attract 250 patrons,” he said. “But a 
run or walk could attract 2,500.”

Over three decades, the event has grown 
into a major community tradition, drawing 
participants from around the nation and 
beyond. This year, runner Michael Wardian, 

who has been recognized with 27 awards 
including multiple Guinness World Records, 
will participate in support of hospice.

One of the event’s most meaningful tra-
ditions is the Defender’s Cup, a team-based 
5K established in 2000 to honor veterans in 
St. Mary’s County. Dicus was inspired to 
create this cup after caring for courageous 
veterans of World War II, the Korean War, 
and the Vietnam War.

Every year, the Defender’s Cup is dedi-
cated to a different veteran from St. Mary’s 
County. This year, the Defender’s Cup has 
been dedicated to Sgt. William Francis 
Yorkshire, a St. Mary’s County local who 
served in the 784th Tank Battalion and was 
killed in action during World War II.

Sgt. Yorkshire was among the few Black 
Americans recognized for their service 

in World War II, posthumously earning a 
Silver Star for his bravery. When his tank 
commander was severely wounded, Sgt. 
Yorkshire dismounted under heavy enemy 
fire and carried him to safety. That same day, 
Sgt. Yorkshire helped evacuate five men 
from a burning tank despite the danger of 
imminent explosion.

He was mortally wounded the follow-
ing day and died at 27. For decades, Sgt. 
Yorkshire’s grave went largely forgot-
ten, buried under four inches of soil, until 
Veterans Day 2025, when Dicus uncov-
ered his marker and received permission to 
restore it to ground level.

This year the Defender’s Cup will be 
renamed in honor of Sgt. Yorkshire to ensure 
his memory endures.

Teams competing for the Defender’s Cup 

must be either active or retired, reserve or 
National Guard personnel, Department of 
Defense civil servants, or defense contrac-
tor employees and their immediate family 
members, and must have at least one female 
participant.

The winning team holds onto the trophy 
until the next race is held the following year.

Participation in the event costs a $50 
donation, or $60 for the 10K. Children 6 and 
under can participate for free, and strollers 
are allowed. Pets are also allowed to join the 
event, with Furever Safe providing on-site 
pet support.

The race will conclude with a locally 
catered brunch, featuring tastings such 
as stuffed ham from Chief’s, sliders from 
Mission BBQ and fresh fruit.

Registration closes April 9 at 4 p.m.

Runners participate in the 2024 Run and Fun Walk for Hospice. Photo courtesy of Jim Dicus.
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Friday, April 3
10 am – 2 pm The Easter Bunny is Hopping into Town!

10 am – 2 pm Popcorn Friday at Sneades

10 am – 7 pm Shepherd’s Old Field Market’s “Spring Fling” weekend sale

10 am – 7 pm Visit the Old Jail Museum for a Free tour of this historic building

2 pm – 7 pm Oysters and Craft beer at Everyday Saint Brewhouse

4 pm – 7 pm Bowl 29 at Shepherd's Old Field Market

5 pm – 8 pm First Friday Opening Reception – Unity Art Show at the St. Mary’s 
County Arts Council

5 pm – 8 pm Live Music with Latric Carr at Port of Leonardtown Winery

7 pm – 10 pm Music Bingo at Leonardtown Cigars

8 pm DJ Night at The Rex

Saturday, April 4
9 am – 4 pm First Saturday Vendor Market at Town Market LLC

10 am – 2 pm The Easter Bunny is Hopping into Town!

10 am – 7 pm Shepherd’s Old Field Market’s “Spring Fling” weekend sale

2 pm – 5 pm Live Music with Nightcap at Port of Leonardtown Winery

3 pm – 7 pm Kids Easter Party at Brudergarten 

9 pm DJ SammySammz at The Rex

9 pm – 1 am Easter Party with Public Domain at Brudergarten

The Most Egg-Ceptional Scavenger Hunt
March 30 – April 4 This family-friendly event encourages participants to explore town while searching for 
special Leonardtown eggs hidden at various locations. Using a series of fun and engaging clues, scavenger 
hunters will hop around town discovering local spots and enjoying all Leonardtown has to offer.

LOCAL 

FROM LOCAL 
VINES
WINES

Live music every weekend!
301-690-2192 • www.polwinery.com

Open 7 days a week Noon - 6 pm •  23790 Newtowne Neck Road

Sip, Sh�, H�Sip, Sh�, H�
April 3April 3

Get to Know

Leonardtown

Do you want to advertise on this page? 
Contact Jen Stotler: 301-247-7611 or jen@countytimes.net

Drayden African American 
Schoolhouse Open Houses

April 4 & 18
11AM–2PM

Learn more about one of the nation’s best-
preserved one-room African American 
schoolhouses and its rich history and 

importance to education in St. Mary’s County
18287 Cherryfi eld Road • Drayden, Maryland

Facebook.com/DraydenSchool

FREEFREE

Thank You to Our Wonderful Sponsors:

County TimesCounty Times
ST. MARY’S • CALVERT
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Smithfield, SmokedSmithfield, Smoked

Ham Butt Or Shank Portion

OrOr

 DIGITAL 
COUPON

OFFER
 sign up to 
redeem!

Smithfield, Smithfield, Reg. Or Brown SugarReg. Or Brown Sugar

Spiral Half Ham

LIMIT 1 
HAM COUPON 

PER HOUSEHOLD 
WITH $35 PURCHASE

SALE PRICE

1.98Lb.

OFF ONE HAM
8.00

DIGITAL COUPON

BASED ON AN AVERAGE 8 Lb. Ham

.98Lb.

PAY AS LOW AS SALE PRICE

2.48Lb.

OFF ONE HAM
8.00

DIGITAL COUPON

BASED ON AN AVERAGE 8 Lb. Ham

1.48Lb.

PAY AS LOW AS

SAVE BIG ON 
YOUR CHOICE!

Whole
Corned  

Ham

2.99 Lb.

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! (Coupon Valid 3/20 - 4/10/2026)
Minimum purchase requirements exclude ham, alcohol, tobacco, lottery, gift cards, store services, and tax.

EASTER HAMPICK YOUR

 PRICES GOOD FROM
April 1 THRU April 7, 2026

WE ACCEPT: WED THURS FRI SAT  SUN MON TUES 
 1 2 3 4  5 6 7 

23860 Hollywood Road, 
Hollywood, MD 20636 • 301-475-2531

Fresh
Perch
Fillets 5.98Lb.

73% Lean, Fresh
Family Pack 
Ground Beef 3.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Whole Or Half  
Boneless N.Y. Strip14.98Lb.

Fresh
Salmon  
Fillets 8.98Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Bottom  
Round Roast 6.98Lb.

Large
Snow  
Crab Legs 15.98Lb.

Butcher’s Best
Whole Boneless  
Beef Tenderloin19.98Lb.

2 To 3-Oz., Frozen
Lobster  
Tails 3.98

Butcher’s Best
Boneless 
Fillet Mignon 21.98Lb.

1-Lb., 31/40-Ct., EZ Peel
Southern Seas 
Raw Shrimp 6.98

Frozen Or Prev. Frozen
Boneless  
Chicken Breasts 2.19Lb.

25.9925.99
12-Oz. Cans
30-Pack  
Miller Lite

16.9916.99
12-Oz. Bottles
18-Pack  
Michelob Ultra

20.9920.99
10-Oz. Cans
24-Pack  
Bud Light

16.9916.99
12-Oz. Cans, 
All Varieties
12-Pack 
Twisted Tea

15.9915.99
12-Oz. Cans, Tea Or
8-Pack Surfside  
Lemonade Pack

Beer, Beer, Wine and Liquor Wine and Liquor 

WineWine of theof the    MonthMonth

9.999.99
750mL. All Flavors750mL. All Flavors
Tocco Divino  Tocco Divino  
WinesWines

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Sat: 7AM-9PM, Sun: 8AM - 8PM

30.9930.99
1.75L
Beefeater  
London Gin

10% OFF10% OFF
750mL, All Flavors
Casamigos  
Tequila

26.9926.99
1.75L
Captain Morgan  
Spiced Rum

10% OFF10% OFF
3-Lt. Box
Barefoot  
On Tap Wine

15.9915.99
1.75L
Ryan’s  
Cream Liqueur

10%OFF10%OFF
750mL & 1.75L, All Flavors
New Amsterdam  
Vodka

10.9910.99
750mL
Riondo  
Prosecco

17.9917.99
750mL
Talbott Kali Hart 
Chardonnay

29.9929.99
1.75L
Absolut  
Vodka

16.9916.99
750mL, All Flavors
Jim Beam  
Whiskey

14.9914.99
750mL
Ruffino  
Prosecco

11.9911.99
750mL
Harken  
Chardonnay

17.9917.99
1.75L
Canadian Club  
Whiskey

22.9922.99
750mL, All Flavors
Jack Daniel’s 
Whiskey

8.998.99
750mL, All Flavors
Sweetland Cellars  
Wines

21.9921.99
1L
Tito’s  
Vodka

46.9946.99
1.75L, All Flavors
Crown 
Royal

7.997.99
1.5L, All Varieties
Beringer  
Main & Vine Wines

14.9914.99
750mL
Robert Hall  
Merlot

11.9911.99
750mL
Josh Cellars 
Cabernet 
Sauvignon

19.9919.99
750mL
J. Lohr  
Pure Paso Red

18.9918.99
750mL
Daou  
Rose

12 To 24-Oz., Selected
Bob Evans  
Side Dishes

3.98

73% Lean
Fresh Ground 
Beef Patties

498
Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless N.Y. 
Strip Steaks

1598
Lb.

Certified Angus Beef
Boneless Bottom  

Round Steak

798
Lb.
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PINE HILL TECHNOLOGY PARK
 » Flexible lease terms to work with your contract schedule
 » Right outside Gate 3, only 3 miles from Gate 2
 » Build-to-suit opportunity for fl ex space
 » Lovely, quiet campus setting
 » Pad site available with electric and lighting already on site

TALK TO US:
1,500 to 15,000 sq. ft. possible

Barbara Svenson
(301) 502-7876
3660barbara@gmail.com

48015 Pine Hill Run Rd.
Lexington Park, MD 20653

(301) 863-2400
obrienrealty.com

Do you 
need to 

lower offi  ce 
overhead 

costs?

WAREHOUSE SPACE AVAILABLE

NewsNewsNaval Air Station
Patuxent River

Navy’s ‘Magic Carpet’ 
for H-60 Successfully 
Demonstrated in Flight

For the first time, engineers from the Naval 
Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division 
(NAWCAD) successfully demonstrated 
assistive landing technology designed for 
the military’s fleet of H-60 helicopters 
during a flight test on Feb. 27.

The technology, Low-Speed Precision 
Control (LSPC), was designed by the same 
warfare center who brought tactical aviation 
Precision Landing Mode – commonly called 
MAGIC CARPET – and was designed to 
assist pilots when landing, improving safety 
and operational capability for the Navy’s 
largest community of aviators, as well those 
flying H-60 helicopters for the Army and 
Coast Guard.

“Low-Speed Precision Control is an 
important step forward in advancing avi-
ator safety and operational readiness,” said 
NAWCAD Commander Rear Adm. Todd 
Evans. “This milestone reflects NAWCAD’s 
commitment to delivering solutions that 
address the most challenging conditions 
our warfighters face.”

Among the most dangerous tasks for any 
rotary-wing pilot are landings in difficult 
conditions, from low-visibility environ-
ments in dust, fog, or snow to the pitching 
deck of a ship at sea. While newer aircraft 
like the CH-53K King Stallion feature 

built-in augmented landing technology via 
fly-by-wire designs, this milestone rep-
resents a critical advancement in bringing 
similar capabilities to thousands of older 
helicopters across the military, addressing a 
longstanding challenge that has contributed 
to several Class A mishaps.

LSPC is a modular hardware and soft-
ware system that integrates directly into the 
cockpit controls, improving flight stability 
and precision and reducing pilot workload 
during shipboard landing or landings ashore. 
The system’s modular design allows for 
rapid installation across all H-60 variants, 
making it a versatile upgrade for joint and 
allied forces.

NAWCAD’s rotary Air Test and 
Evaluation Squadron (HX) 21 will continue 
Navy testing of the system through summer 
2026, further proving its performance and 
operational impact.

NAWCAD employs military, civil-
ian, and contract personnel to operate test 
ranges, laboratories, and aircraft in support 
of test, evaluation, research, development, 
and sustainment for all Navy and Marine 
Corps aviation platforms. Based in Patuxent 
River, Maryland, NAWCAD also has major 
sites in St. Inigoes, Maryland; Lakehurst, 
New Jersey; and Orlando, Florida.
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Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center

41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick Garden Center
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

 Hours:   
Mon.-Fri 8-6,   

Sat 8-5 & Sun. 9-5
Sale Ends: 3/31/2026

WentworthNursery.com       ShopWentworthNursery.com

NOW SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS FOR...  
Landscape, Hardscape, Maintenance & Lawn Care

Schedule an Appointment Today.  800-451-1427 or WentworthNursery.com

NEW FRUIT TREES ARE HERE!!!!

PRIVACY TREES & SHRUBS FOR SCREENING

WILDLIFE PLANTS FOR YOUR GARDEN

SHADE, FLOWERING & ORNAMENTAL TREES

THE Wentworth eekly
Spring is Coming

Primrose

Spring 4.5” Pansy’s Mix Colors

Spring 6” Pansy’s Premium

Blooming Spring Bulbs In Pots

STARTING AT $499each

 $375each

5 or more $649each

STARTING AT $699each

BUY5 or MORE
Fruit Trees 
Get 1 FREE

BUY10 or MORE
Privacy Trees 
SAVE 20%

BUY4 Get 1
FREE

Mix & Match

SAVE $25 off*
Any Maryland Native Tree with 

your Maryland Tree Coupon 
Min Price $75

*See Store for details

Calvert County residents can use their county tree coupon of $50 Per Tree.  
YES you can use both coupons and SAVE up to $75 PER TREE.

Two Arrested in 
Drug Trafficking 
Investigation
Firearm, Suspected Narcotics Seized
Detectives from the St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations 
Division arrested two individuals on 
Thursday, March 26, following an investi-
gation into suspected drug trafficking.

Search and seizure warrants were exe-
cuted at a residence in the 20000 block of 
Spring Hill Road in Lexington Park.

Tavoy Kelly Summerville, 47, and 
Shadona Rockele Reed, 40, were taken into 
custody after detectives located suspected 
drugs, drug paraphernalia, and a loaded 
unserialized .12-gauge firearm.

Seized narcotics included 40.3 grams of 
suspected fentanyl, four unidentified white 
tablets, seven individually packaged quan-
tities of suspected fentanyl, and 3.5 grams 
of suspected cocaine.

Summerville was charged with 12 counts, 
including

•	 CDS possession with intent to 
distribute 

•	 CDS possession of a large amount: 
fentanyl

•	 Possession of a regulated firearm after 
having been convicted of a disquali-
fying crime

•	 Possession of a firearm in relation to a 
drug trafficking crime

•	 Wear/carry/transport a firearm in rela-
tion to a drug trafficking crime

•	 Possession of ammunition after having 
been convicted of a disqualifying crime

•	 Possession of a firearm without a 
required serial number

•	 Possession of CDS: fentanyl
•	 Possession of CDS: cocaine
•	 Keeping and maintaining a dwelling 

where controlled dangerous substances 
or controlled paraphernalia are manu-
factured, distributed, dispensed, stored, 
or concealed illegally

•	 Possession of a digital scale and bag-
gies adopted for the production of a con-
trolled dangerous substance: fentanyl

•	 Use of an assault weapon magazine 
with a capacity of more than 10 rounds 
of ammunition in the commission of 
a felony

Reed was charged with possession of a 
controlled dangerous substance and posses-
sion with intent to use paraphernalia.

Both were transported to the St. Mary’s 
County Detention and Rehabilitation Center. 
Reed was released pending a future court 
date. Summerville is being held pending a 
bond review.

Press Release from SMCSO.

Shadona Rockele ReedTavoy Kelly Summerville

LEONARDTOWN ELECTION AND 
DEADLINE FOR FILING AS A CANDIDATE

Election of three (3) Council Members of the Town of Leonardtown will be held 
on Tuesday, May 5, 2026

The candidate deadline for fi ling is Monday, April 13, 2026 at 4:30 PM.

To obtain forms or for any questions, please call 301-475-9791 or go online 
at https://leonardtown.somd.com or email leonardtown.commissioners@
leonardtownmd.gov .

Deadline for submitting a completed application for an Absentee Ballot is 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at the Town Offi ce by 4:30 pm.

Deadline for Obtaining Emergency Ballot is Tuesday, May 5, 2026 at 7:00 pm. 

Deadline for registration to vote is Friday, April 17, 2026 at 4:30 pm. 

Visit the Board of Elections offi ce at 23250 Hollywood Road, Leonardtown, 
MD 20650, Monday through Friday, between the normal business hours of 
8:00 am through 4:30 pm or call 301-475-4200 ext. 1625 or https://www.
stmaryscountymd.gov/SupervisorOfElections/ 

The polls open Tuesday, May 5, 2026 at the Town Offi ce 22670 Washington 
Street, Leonardtown, Maryland, between the hours of 12:00 pm and 7:00 pm, on 
said date, for voting.

Legal Notice

LOCAL NEWS
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Repeat Violent 
Offender Sentenced for 
Attempted Kidnapping
State’s Attorney Jaymi Sterling announced 
today that William Francis Dixon, 53, of 
Mechanicsville, was sentenced to 53 years 
in prison for attempted kidnapping, armed 
robbery, and dangerous weapon charges.

“This was a predatory and horrifying 
attack by a convicted felon with a demon-
strated history of extreme violence against 
women on an innocent victim who was a 
complete stranger to him,” said Sterling.

On March 17, 2025, Dixon targeted a 
woman after seeing her at a shopping cen-
ter and followed her vehicle to her child’s 
school bus stop. While she waited for her 
child, Dixon, armed with handcuffs and 
a knife, attempted to kidnap her by drag-
ging her towards his vehicle. The victim 
fought back, escaped to her car, and called 
911, providing a detailed description of 
the attack and her assailant. Following an 
investigation, officers identified and located 
Dixon. A subsequent search of his home 
led to the recovery of the victim’s personal 
belongings.

Dixon was previously convicted for a 
brutal 1994 offense in which he stabbed a 
St. Mary’s County woman approximately 50 
times with a screwdriver, raped her, and left 
her for dead. The victim survived.

Dixon was subsequently sentenced to life 
in prison, with 40 years of active incarcera-
tion. He was released with good time credit 
after serving just under 25 years.

“With this new sentence, the Defendant 
will likely spend the rest of his life behind 
bars. This victim and the previous victim, 
along with every potential victim, are now 
safe from him,” said Sterling. “I want to 

sincerely thank the detectives, the incred-
ible prosecution team, and especially our 
office’s Evidence Review Unit. I am certain 
these results would not have been possible 
without their endless hours of investigation, 
dedication, and brilliance.”

Senior Assistant State’s Attorney Alena 
Mosier and Assistant State’s Attorney 
Holley Hickman prosecuted the case on 
behalf of the citizens of St. Mary’s County.

Detective Andrew Burgess of the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office was the lead 
investigator.

The Honorable Timothy J. Doory pre-
sided over the case.

Press Release from St. Mary’s County 
State’s Attorney

William Francis Dixon

Stolen Vehicle 
Recovered, Three 
Juveniles Charged
A Kia Carnival reported stolen in Lexington 
Park was recovered, and three juveniles 
have been charged with unlawful taking of 
a motor vehicle and theft of property valued 
between $25,000 and $100,000.

On Sunday, March 29, the victims told 
deputies the vehicle was missing from out-
side their residence.

On March 30, a citizen reported suspi-
cious activity on Old Missouri Street in 
Lexington Park. When deputies arrived, 
they located the stolen vehicle, and wit-
nesses said four individuals had exited it 
moments earlier.

Deputies identified and located the sus-
pects. Three suspects, ages 15, 16 and 17, 
were taken into custody and released to their 
guardians after being charged. A fourth juve-
nile was not charged.

Juveniles are not publicly identified due 
to legal protections.

If you see something, say something. 

Tips can be submitted anonymously through 
tip411:

•	 Text 847411: start your message with 
“SMCSO”, add a space, and then your 
tip.

•	 Online: Submit a tip through the 
Sheriff’s Office website at www.
FirstSheriff.com/tips.

•	 App: Send a tip directly through the 
SMCSO app. Download the free app 
from the Google Play Store or Apple 
App Store.

•	 Phone: For those who prefer to make 
a phone call, tips can also be shared 
through the Crime Solvers line at 
301-475-3333. 

With Crime Solvers, you never have to 
give your name. You may be eligible for 
a cash reward if your information leads to 
an arrest.

Press Release from SMCSO

PAX RIVER

JOB FAIR

TUESDAY, APRIL 7
IN-PERSON 2-6 PM
@ PAX RIVER NAVAL AIR MUSEUM 
22156 THREE NOTCH RD., LEXINGTON PARK 
(NEAR GATE 1)

JOB SEEKERS:
• Pre-registration will save you time 

when arriving at the job fair! 
Register & upload your resume 
at www.JobZoneOnline.com/
Job-Seekers.aspx

• Bring copies of your resume
• Be prepared to ask questions
• Take advantage of free resume 
reviews!

• Continue to check the website for 
updates and announcements

EXHIBITORS (COMPANIES/AGENCIES):
• Contact JobZone to reserve your booth. 

All industries are invited!
• Exhibitors have the option to 

participate in-person or online.
• Events are usually maximized. 

Reserve your booth early.
• Resume database will be available 

no later than one day following 
the job fair

www.JobZoneOnline.com

Participating companies include:

• Amewas
• Arlington County Sheriff
• Cruz Associates
• Dayton T. Brown
• Fleet and Family Support 

Center
• StraCon Group
• GTSC
• MD Dept of State Police
• MD Dept of Labor Workforce
• MD ESGR

• Precise Systems
• Sabre Systems
• St. Mary’s County Sheriff
• Stafford County Sheriff
• The MIL Corp
• Tekla Research
• Total Cyber Solutions
• U.S. Secret Service Police
• VTE Alliance (VTEA) / NVTSI 

(Veterans Match)
• And more!

For More Information: 
(434) 263-5102 • janet.giles@jobzoneonline.com

LOCAL NEWS
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Funding Cut for Fourth 
Circuit Court Judge
Annapolis Conference Committee 
Removes New Judge
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Funding for a fourth circuit court judge in 
St. Mary’s County appears to have stalled 
in the Maryland General Assembly. Deputy 
County Attorney John Sterling Houser 
delivered the news to the county commis-
sioners on March 31 during his regular brief-
ing on happenings in Annapolis.

Houser said the funding of the new judge 
passed the House and then when it did not 
prevail in the Senate, went to a conference 
committee.

Houser noted, “Based on the budget that 
was announced last night and adopted,…it 
appears that the conference committee did 
reject the additional funding in the budget for 
the fourth circuit judgeship. So, if there’s any 
intention at all of passing the bill to create the 
position, they have no means of paying for it 
in the budget, which is probably a good indi-
cator that it will not move forward.”

He added, “That is what it’s looking like 
right now. Again, it’s not over until it’s Sine 
Die (last day, April 13) and things can hap-
pen at the very, very last minute. But the 
additional money that the House put into 
the budget appears to have been taken out 
by the conference committee between the 
House and the Senate and the budget that 

was passed yesterday evening.”
Houser also reported that the county bill 

to regulate panhandling on roads deemed 
dangerous is moving through the Maryland 
General Assembly apparently without oppo-
sition. The bill was heavily amended to 
require State Highway approval before the 
county designates those roads.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Deputy County Attorney John Sterling Houser

County Government 
Easter Operations
St. Mary's County Government (SMCG) 
administrative offices will be closed on 
Friday, April 3, 2025, in observance of the 
Good Friday and Easter holidays.

Offices will resume normal operating 
schedules on Monday, April 6, 2025.

The April 3 closure includes:
•	 All three Senior Activity Centers 

(Garvey, Loffler, and Northern), and 
there will be no home-delivered meals.

•	  The St. Mary's Transit System (STS), 
including ADA and SSTAP.

•	 St. Mary’s Soil Conservation District
The following SMCG operations will be 

open on April 3:
•	 All three St. Mary's County Libraries 

(Charlotte Hall, Leonardtown, and 
Lexington Park).

•	 St. Mary's Animal Adoption & 
Resource Center.

•	 The six Convenience Centers and the 
St. Andrews Landfill.

•	 St. Clements Island Museum*, Piney 
Point Lighthouse Museum, and the Old 
Jail Museum.

•	 The Wicomico Shores Golf Course and 
the Riverview Restaurant.

•	 Department of Recreation & Parks pro-
grams and facilities.

Additionally, the following SMCG oper-
ations will be CLOSED on Sunday, April 5:

•	 Department of Recreation & Parks 
programs and facilities (excluding 
museum locations, which are OPEN).

•	 St. Mary's Animal Adoption & 
Resource Center.

•	 The Lexington Park Library.
•	 The six Convenience Centers and the 

St. Andrews Landfill.
•	 The St. Mary's Transit System (STS), 

including ADA and SSTAP.
*Note: the St. Clement’s Island Museum 

is operating on a limited basis due to 
construction.

For more information on SMCG pro-
grams and operations, visit: www.stmary-
scountymd.gov or follow St. Mary’s County 
Government on Facebook, X, and Instagram 
for regular updates.

LOCAL NEWS
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JOIN US IN ENCOURAGING EVERYONE TO DRINK RESPONSIBLY THIS EASTER

Brinsfield 
 

Life Celebration Homes &

Crematory

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5588

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services, 
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

Our Family 
Serving Yours

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-472-4400

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Family owned and operated for two generations
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Home GrownHome GrownFarmers MarketFarmers Market

21078 THREE NOTCH RD.
LEXINGTON PARK, MD

Treat Yourself to Fresh Flowers and Veggies This Easter

Fresh Produce | Flowers | Plants |
Meats | Cheeses | Baked Goods

Saturdays
9AM-1PM

No Kings Rally Held in Leonardtown

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Hundreds of St. Mary’s County residents 
om Match 28 joined millions nationwide 
in thousands of No Kings rallies against 
President Donald Trump.

The Leonardtown rally  was part of a 
nationwide day of nonviolent protest as 
part of the third No Kings National Day of 
Action. Local organizers with St. Mary’s 
County Indivisible hosted the  rally from 2 
to 4 p.m. at  the intersection of Route 5 and 
Hollywood Road.

According to a press release, community 
members “gathered to call for accountabil-
ity, defend democratic norms, and reject 
authoritarianism.”

The St. Mary’s County event is one 
of more than 3,000 coordinated actions 
nationwide, “reflecting growing grassroots 
momentum across the country.”

“This is bigger than political disagree-
ment,” said Andy Wilson, organizer with St. 
Mary’s County Indivisible. “We’re bringing 
together local residents from all walks of 
life who recognize that this administration 
has defied our courts, harmed American cit-

izens, and undermined essential services, all 
while prioritizing the interests of billion-
aires. We’re not going to stand by and watch 
it happen; we’re pushing back.”

According to the press release, “The No 
Kings movement is a mass, nonviolent coa-
lition effort that has already mobilized mil-
lions of participants nationwide. Previous 
days of action drew over five million partici-
pants in June 2025 and more than seven mil-
lion people across 2,700+ events in October 
2025, spanning all 50 states and Washington, 
D.C. Organizers say the movement contin-
ues to grow as communities unite to defend 
civil liberties, uphold the rule of law, and 
push back against concentrated power.”

“All No Kings events are rooted in non-
violence and community safety,” Wilson 
added. “We are committed to peaceful pro-
test and ensuring that everyone who shows 
up can participate safely and meaningfully.”

The nationwide effort included participa-
tion from a broad coalition of organizations, 
including civil rights groups, labor unions, 
environmental advocates, and grassroots 
networks.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Photos courtesy of St. Mary’s County Indivisible
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2005 Mack Granite Tri Axle Dump

Flat Iron Farm Southern Maryland Auction Company
Heavy Equipment & Trucks Auction

45900 Highway to Heaven Lane, Great Mills, MD 20634
Proxibid.com, Equipmentfacts.com & live at site.
Consignments accepted up until April 7th, 2026.

April 9th, 2026 starting at 8:30 AM

Bandit Intimdator 1590xp Chipper
3210 Hours

2025 Jcb 409 Wheel Loader
38 Hours

Buyer's Premium 10% in person, 12% on-line.
We now auction for St. Mary's County

 local government

www.southernmarylandauctioncompany.com

2022 Bandit 200xp Chipper 2023 Chevy Silverado 4x42011 Ford F750 Forestry Chipper Truck
W/ Boom

10 Tri Axle dump trucks
5 Large excavators
5 Bulldozers
20 Mini Excavators
25 Skid Steers, track and wheel
4 Rubber tire backhoes
3 Wheel Loaders
4 Smooth Drum Dirt rollers
3 Road Tractors
20 Heavy duty trucks

2025 Delta Tilt Deck Trailer (20FT)

30 Light pickups
5 utility trailers
2 Mack on-site cement making trucks
4 Cement tanker trucks
1 Air-brake tag along 10 ton trailer
1 25 ton tri-axle trailer with a lift axle
1 53 foot step deck trailer, 102 aluminum steel
1 28 Foot demo trailer
4 New sea containers 40 foot, 4 door
6 20 foot sea containers
400 Lots of support equipment

Case SR160B Skid Steer Loader
19 Hours

2013 International Durastar Elgin whirlwind Sweeper truck.  Fully functional
20 Electric golf carts w/lithium batteries (new & used)
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By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Care close to home and services in all parts 
of the community were the highlights of the 
message from MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital 
in a March 31 report to the Commissioners 
of St. Mary’s County. St. Mary’s Hospital 
President Mimi Novello delivered the brief-
ing to the commissioners.

During the presentation Commissioner 
Eric Colvin observed, “I really like in your 
mission, it says it’s a community hospital. 
And that’s what I always go back to, that I 
think there was a lot of nervousness among 
the community when MedStar came in 
because this hospital was built by the com-
munity,” adding “I think you’ve done a 
really good job of not losing sight of that.”

Novello, who has been in the position for 
four years, said, “We are part of MedStar 
Health and our vision and values are con-
sistent with the rest of the system to be the 
trusted leader, caring for people in advanc-
ing health. And then we live by the values, 
we call them our spirit values.”

She added, “Our mission in St. Mary’s 
County is to provide a community hos-
pital that upholds our tradition of caring 
by promoting, maintaining, and improv-
ing health through education and services, 
while ensuring high quality patient safety 
and fiscal integrity.”

MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital is one of ten 
MedStar hospitals.

“I would say even more significantly 
in the last five to 10 years, (we are) into a 
less hospital-centric delivery system to one 
that encompasses many ambulatory access 
points,” she said. That includes urgent care, 
imaging centers, ambulatory surgical sites, 
physical therapy, and rehab.

Even with the main anchor hospital in 
Leonardtown, Novello said, “I would say 
that group also spends more of their time out 
in the community rather than in the office.

“We are also very proud of our hospice 
services. We have a Hospice of St. Mary’s in 
Callaway (see separate story about upcom-
ing hospice walk/run), which is the Hospice 
House. But our hospice services actually 
extend far beyond that house. We have some 
in the inpatient area at the hospital when 
needed. But primarily our hospice access is 
throughout the ambulatory space in folk’s 
homes, in the nursing homes or the skilled 
care facilities.”

“Our outpatient pavilion is on our campus 
as well, that serves our MedStar Georgetown 
Cancer Institute, which is an ambulatory 
cancer institute and infusion center,” Novello 
explained. “So, for chemotherapy and other 
therapeutic agents like iron or magnesium or 
some of the immunotherapies. And then we 
also house several of our specialty physician 
offices in that building.”

In north county they have two different 
sites. “We have an urgent care in that area, 
and then we have several different spe-
cialty care services to address issues that 
our patients need.”

In Leonardtown they have OB/GYN, 
Orthopedics, physical therapy, breast center.

They have urgent care in California and 
the Bean Center. “a jewel, which has mul-
tiple different subspecialties.”

In south county “in the Great Mills area, 
we have an urgent care that we just opened 
there in August of 25, which is doing great. 
And we at the same time added another 
access point, an Ob/Gyn office that com-
pliments the primary care office there.”

She touted the hospital’s leadership. “It 
benefits the county having such talent here.”

Novello observed about the county demo-
graphics, “I do think it’s worth noting that 
we have a very young age, median county 
age of 38 years, which is unusual. But in 
addition, we do have that 65 and older pop-
ulation that is growing in this county, more 
folks retiring and staying, which is fantastic. 
And then we also have a very unique pop-

ulation that we care for. And we take great 
joy and pride in being able to meet the needs 
of these different groups of folks, including 
our Amish folks, the defense industry at Pax 
River, the colleges, etc.”

Novello said when she arrived in the 
county “I was so struck by the range of 
services that we provide here in this com-
munity hospital. It is quite extraordinary,” 
adding, “You don’t see this in every com-
munity hospital. We do have acute care. 
We have a full intensive care unit, a busy 
emergency department. We have behavioral 
health services in both our inpatient treat-
ment and our intensive outpatient day hos-
pitalization treatment. And just coming the 
women’s health and family birthing center 
services. Our interventional radiology pro-
gram is also growing significantly…along 
with cancer care and infusion services.”

She added, “We also have a wound heal-
ing center complete with two hyperbaric 
chambers… and we’re proud to deliver those 
services here to our community. We also 
have a palliative care and inpatient dialysis.”

So, she said, “I think as we look to see 
healthcare expanding beyond the four walls 
of the hospital, is really developing these 
advanced, minimally invasive services that 
are convenient, appropriate to care in the 
community with outstanding outcomes.”

The result, she observed, “We like to 
be able to have services that before you 
would’ve had to travel to a tertiary or qua-
ternary center. But now you get to come to 
MedStar, St. Mary’s Hospital and receive 
this care close to home.”

One way they expanded services is 
through e-visits. She said, “We were early 
adopters of this technology right before 
COVID started. So, we’ve been doing this 
a while and have served a large number of 
folks with the telehealth platform.”

They also have Community Health 
Advocates (CHA) “who actually go out into 
our community and work with individuals 

who are challenged both from social needs 
and from chronic medical illness. We have 
one now that we have a partnership with the 
soup kitchen. We lease a space there so that 
we have a CHA who can interact with their 
clients as well.”

After the presentation, Commissioner 
Scott Ostrow said. “I hear it a lot and see 
on social media here and there, and I’ve had 
a lot of questions about it in the community 
about overcrowding at the hospital. Can you 
expand on that? Let us know, are there any 
plans to expand the hospital and what is 
actually the real situation?”

Novello responded, “Our current hospital 
and emergency department are sized appro-
priately to care for the community that we 
serve. You know hospital volumes do ebb 
and flow. It’s the nature of our business.”

She said size is determined by the state 
and that there are no current expansion plans.

“We are staffed to care for our commu-
nity at every ebb and flow of that volume. I 
would say that, as the community continues 
to grow, we are committed to continuing to 
serve the community, in accordance with 
policies from the state and the regulatory 
agencies that govern our business,” she said.

What if there isn’t an available bed. She 
said, “Borders is something when a person 
comes into the hospital, needs a hospital bed, 
comes into the hospital emergency depart-
ment, largely needs a hospital bed, and 
there’s not a hospital bed that’s open at the 
time. They end up boarding in the emergency 
department. And we call that boarding. It is 
something that is probably in almost every 
hospital in the country. It’s not unique to us. 
But I will say I’m really proud of the work 
that we’ve done to support our boarding 
patients. And so, we’ve done a lot of work 
to get them a hospital bed and provide them 
the same menu of options to be able to eat 
as though they were on the floors.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

LOCAL NEWS

MedStar St. Mary’s: Care Close to Home
Hospital President Gives an Update

Commissioners Send Budget to Public Hearing
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
(CSMC) have approved the budget for the 
next fiscal year that will go to public hear-
ing on April 21. The commissioners can 
then make changes before formally adopt-
ing the budget.

Flush with additional projected income 
tax revenue, the commissioners have 
bypassed the usual fight over education 
funding by fully funding the school board’s 
request for $8.4 million more than they 
received this year.

Chief Financial Officer Vanetta Van 
Cleave told the commissioners at their 
March 31 meeting, “We bring forth to you 
a balanced budget, which includes $78,000 
in a public hearing reserve to allocate after 
the public hearing to be held on April 21st. 
The budgeted expenditures amount to 
$360,099,861. In addition, unassigned fund 

balance of $16,908,163 are budgeted to be 
used for non-reoccurring expenditures.

“CIP (Capital Improvement Program) 
is in the amount of $76,466,830 for FY 
27 and in the years 28 through 33, (it is) 
$396,925,899.”

She added, “Total new positions are bud-
geted at 13, eight of which are included in 
emergency services in the enterprise funds. 
Five are in the general fund, three of which 
are in countywide support departments and 
two in the state’s attorney’s office.”

The public hearing, in addition to the 
budget, will include the request by the Bay 
District Volunteer Fire Department for a fire 
tax rate increase.

Commissioner Eric Colvin observe, “This 
is a good budget. It’s balanced budget as we 
always do, but it’s not our final budget. This 
is our recommended budget that goes to pub-
lic hearing. There’s still time afterward that 
changes can and most likely will be made. 
So, there’s still an opportunity that we can 

meet more of the requests, especially the 
sheriff’s office salary request, potentially.”

A release after the vote said, “The CSMC 
will hold the annual Budget Public Hearing 
to present the FY27 Recommended Budget 
and receive public comment on Tuesday, 
April 21, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at Chopti-
con High School (CHS), located at 25390 
Colton Point Road in Morganza.

The hearing will take place in the CHS 
auditorium. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m., 
and sign-up sheets for those wishing to 
speak will be available in the school foyer. 

“Community members are encouraged to 
attend and share their feedback on the pro-
posed budget. Those wishing to address the 
Commissioners may participate in person or 
provide feedback via:

•	 Email to: csmc@stmaryscountymd.gov 
•	 Mail to: PO Box 653 Leonardtown, 

Maryland 20650
“The deadline to submit public com-

ments is 5 p.m. on Tuesday, April 28, 2026. 

All submissions will be considered by the 
CSMC at the Public Hearing and for up to 
seven days following the hearing. Addi-
tional details regarding the Public Hearing 
are available at: www.stmaryscountymd.
gov/publichearings. 

“The FY2027 Recommended Budget 
Book will be available for public review 
online by the close of business on Wednes-
day, April 8, 2026, at: www.stmaryscoun-
tymd.gov/budget. 

“Appropriate accommodation for indi-
viduals with language or other special needs 
will be provided upon request. To support 
these needs, we respectfully ask for one 
week’s prior notice. Please contact the Pub-
lic Information Office at (301) 475-4200, 
ext. 1340 or via email to pio@stmaryscoun-
tymd.gov by April 14, 2026, to arrange.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net
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LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

“NOW YOU GET TO COME TO MEDSTAR 
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL AND RECEIVE 
THIS CARE CLOSE TO HOME.”
MEDSTAR ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL PRESIDENT MIMI NOVELLO ON THEIR 
SPECIALTY CARE
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The 29th annual Run for Hospice is next 
weekend
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BILLY FITZGERALD BILLY FITZGERALD BILLY FITZGERALD ---   “MR. LISTER”“MR. LISTER”“MR. LISTER”   

O: 301-884-7000  
C: 301-481-3378 

1-800-MRLISTER 

39961 Sassafras Lane 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 

www.fitzgeraldrealty.net  
info@fitzgeraldrealty.net  

GONNA SELL GIVE US A YELL - WANNA BUY GIVE US A TRY 
Proudly serving Southern Maryland for 50 years!Proudly serving Southern Maryland for 50 years!Proudly serving Southern Maryland for 50 years!   

WEEKLY FORECAST

1515

THU, APR 2 FRI, APR 3 SAT, APR 4 SUN, APR 5

PM Showers Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Rain
Hi: 72° Lo: 54° Hi: 80° Lo: 64° Hi: 83° Lo: 66° Hi: 72° Lo: 45°

MON, APR 6 TUE, APR 7 WED, APR 8 THU, APR 9

Mostly Sunny Partly Cloudy Sunny Mostly Sunny
Hi: 61° Lo: 45° Hi: 61° Lo: 39° Hi: 55° Lo: 42° Hi: 67° Lo: 51°
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We do more than just landscaping

• Mowing
• Trimming
• Mulching
• Landscape Design
• Sod Installation
• Grading
• French Drains
• Aerating
• Overseeding
• Top Dressing

• Driveway Installation 
& Repair

• Seal Coating
• Crack Sealing
• Hardscaping
• Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Snow Plowing
• Brush Hogging
• Outdoor Lighting

• Erosion & Sediment 
Control

• Super & Silt Fences
• Smart Fences
• Grading
• Dry Wells

• Bio Ponds
• Rain Gardens
• Stormwater Pond 

Management & 
Repair

• Water, Sewer, Storm • Grease Interceptors

Commercial & Residential Site Services

Utilities

BEFORE

Call for a Free Estimate • 301-997-8444
jon@holcombslandscaping.net

Serving Southern Maryland for 14 Years
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RUN FOR HOSPICE,RUN FOR HOSPICE,
RUN FOR HOPERUN FOR HOPE

INSIDE

In 1776, history was made when Marylanders
repelled the Bri� sh Army on St. George’s Island.

Relive history at this special semiquincentennial event.

April 11 & 12 • 10am–4pm
Piney Point Lighthouse & St. George’s Island bit.ly/Rebels2026


