In Old
Cushions

| C‘Ieé‘ning, Snitizing‘,
- Labor, New Fabric

airor 939.95

*upto27” . Similar Savings for Larger Sizes
Any Fabric In Store, Including Sunbrella

301-290-1074
Inside Broad Creek Kitchens

27215 Three Notch Road « Mechanicsville, MD

Stunning Properties!

B7 ¢ Coltons Point
$599,900 2 yr old
beach-style home

{ with charm, sophis-
tication, great creek/
G \ river views from
\ ‘&Q all rooms! Built for
i ,%w entertaining: Large
‘\’ /' = cook's KITCHEN
w/SS appliances
& granite, Butler’s
Pantry w/extra dishwasher, Dining Room & Great Room
open to expansive deck thru French doors, spectacular
Owner’s Suite w/balcony, beautiful Bath, huge WIC, Up-
per level Office/Library, wonderful wood floors! This home

makes you smile!

Leonardtown
$499,900 Perfectly
! maintained home in
beautiful Hanover
Farms-water access
. & on Breton Bay!
Move-in ready, this
home offers an open
plan. Custom details
include maple floors on entire main level; maple cabinets/
granite/SS appliances in Kitchen; 2 full guest baths up
& down; upgraded carpet on 2nd floor; 9 ceilings both
1st/2nd floors; Trex deck; tons of recessed lights; 2’ bump
out on main level; fully finished basement.

NEw MILLENNIUM

Karen Alford Brooks
karenalfordbrooks@mris.com
CELL: 301-481-0644
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FEATURE

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

It has been nearly seven months since 87-year-old Buhrman K.
Baird — known as the Lawnmower Man because he pushed one along
county highways for years — was struck and killed by an off-duty state
trooper on Mervell Dean Road in Hollywood.

While the finished crash investigation report puts Baird at fault in
the collision, reconstruction diagrams and analyses show the officer in-
volved, Trooper Wesley Goldston, was driving over the posted speed
limit, and driving on the white line demarking the shoulder of the road.

Also, Baird was not pushing his mower in the middle of the travel
lane the night of Jan. 19, as was reported, but was near the white line of
the shoulder, the report shows, when he was struck head on.

The County Times requested the finished crash investigation sever-
al months ago through the Freedom of Information Act due to questions
the community raised in the aftermath of Baird’s death. The County
Times found that the report reveals some discrepancies and unanswered
questions regarding the events of that night.

Some of these unanswered questions include a statement by
Goldston, who wrote that the first thing he did after the crash was con-
tact the motorist who was driving directly behind him before calling to
report the crash. Goldston gave no description of that driver, their name
or the nature of the conversation, the report revealed.

Goldston also reported that he believed his speed just before the
crash to be 40 to 45 miles an hour, but the crash analysis determined that
he was driving 52 miles an hour — 12 miles over the posted limit.

Other discrepancies noted in the report include a statement by the
reconstruction expert that neither Baird nor Goldston attempted to take
any evasive actions before the crash, despite witness statements, and
even a state police press release to the contrary, which was sent out hours
after the crash.

The investigation revealed that Goldston called the Leonardtown
state police barrack directly from a cell phone, instead of dialing 911 to
report the crash.

Also, when investigators attempted to get a recording of Goldston’s
call to the Leonardtown Barrack after the crash, they were told there
was no recording be-
cause the system that
records every phone
call to the barrack
was broken, the re-

- w St. Mary’s
Al & City $859,000
£ e 5 Incredible privacy
: | & extraordinary,

wide-open views of
St. Mary’s River! 5
partially wooded acres,
400’ of shoreline,
gentle slope to pier
w/boat house/lift,
beautiful sunsets...

recent renovations including professionally equipped

KITCHEN, expanded Owner’s Suite with new tile

and granite Bath, cheerful Sunroom, Great Room with

cathedral ceiling & truly awesome view. Lovely wood

floors, Trex deck, orchard & garden.

¢ Leonardtown $675,000
- Bring the horses!
Beautiful authentic Wil-
liamsburg reproduction
manor home nestled on
15 acres outside historic
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port stated.

Also investigators stated that Goldston had not made any calls from
his cell phone according to records they subpoenaed, but Goldston said
in his initial statement that he used a cell phone to make the call to the
Leonardtown Barrack.

The crash report states Goldston was not under the influence of al-
cohol or drugs, but the report offers no details on how investigators came
to this conclusion.

The report also notes that Goldston, who was assigned to the Auto-
motive Safety Enforcement Division, was involved in to other traffic ac-
cidents. Both of those crashes are labled “not preventable”, but no further
information is given.

Goldston’s lawyer, James Nichols of Warnken LLC in Towson,
said he advised his client not to speak with the media and that Goldston
would answer questions in the future during an internal affairs inquest
from the Maryland State Police.

One question posed to Goldston that went unanswered, was why he
was unable to see Baird that night, when tests done to vehicles identical
to the one he was driving — a white Jeep Grand Cherokee — showed the
headlights should have given him at least 100 feet of visibility.

“In his recollection it [the collision] was unavoidable,” Nichols told
The County Times. “He didn’t see the guy until the last minute.”

In his statement, Goldston said that he did not see Baird until the
moment of impact, and that the conditions on the road were dark.

“Goldston felt the collision could have been avoided if the pedes-
trian was not in the roadway,” the crash investigator wrote in the report.

But two witnesses to the crash, Charles Eddleman of St. Leonard
and Elizabeth Quade of Mechanicsville, both wrote statements saying
that while conditions were dark there was still sufficient street lighting.
This was supported in a later portion of the report that stated there was
a full moon that night.

Both witnesses stated they were able to see Baird, or at least what
they believed to be an object in the road, before the impact despite the
darkness, one witness from 25 feet away and another from 150 feet.

Eddleman told The County Times in a phone interview this week
that he stands by the change he made in his original statement to police:
he initially reported he saw the vehicle swerve to avoid striking Baird,
but later recanted saying that the driver did not have enough time.

Eddleman was in the parking lot of a church across the street from
where the accident took place.

“I think what happened is the impact moved the truck,” Eddleman
said in a phone interview. “The Trooper really had no place to go.”
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Report on ‘Yogi’ Death Raises
More Questions

But Eddleman stayed with his original statement that he saw Baird,
attempt to move away from the oncoming car.

“He looked like he was at least making an attempt to turn [the lawn-
mower| away,” Eddleman said.

In her statement, Quade said she saw Goldston’s vehicle hit the ob-
ject in the road, which she later found out was Baird, and drag it beneath
the vehicle.

The report stated that from the point of impact to the time the ve-
hicle stopped it traveled 277
feet, almost 100 hundred
yards, to just before the inter-
section of Beck Road.

Baird’s body had fallen
away from the vehicle and
came to rest 225 feet past the
point of impact, the report
stated, and was run over by
the car and lawn mower.

When The County
Times contacted to the crash
reconstruction expert who
submitted the report to get
answers to questions raised
in the findings, he referred
The County Times to State
Police public relations of-
ficials, who in turn said that
crash reconstruction expert
is unavailable for comment.

State Police officials said
the case will be reviewed by
the St. Mary’s County State’s
Attorney’s Office, headed by
Richard Fritz.

As of press time, Fritz
did not return phone calls for
comment.

guyleonard@county-
times.net

Buhrman K. Baird

Leonardtown. Gorgeous

millwork, fireplaces,

antique heartwood pine
floors, 10’ ceilings, handmade brick, meticulous attention to
detail and superbly constructed. Huge detached garage has
workspace and charming guest apt. with fireplace on upper
level. Main house is 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths. Guest house

is 1 bedroom and 1 full bath.

www.brooksandbarbour.com

Lucy Barbour
lucybarbour@mris.com
CELL: 301-904-9914

23063 Three Notch Rd. ¢ California, MD 20619

Office: 301-862-2169 » Fax: 301-862-2179
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This drawing from the crash reconstruction report which has been colorized by The County Times to show the striking vehicle and the pedestrian were both traveling on the
white line marking the shoulder.
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Mchkay's Weekend
Dinner Special

Perdue Whole Rotisserie Chicken
| Ib. Store Made Creamy Cole Slaw
o I Ib. Store Made Potato Salad
» 1> doz. Fresh Dinner Rolls
o 2 ltr. Coke or Pepsi

Price Effective Friday, August 5 - Sunday, August 7

Route 245
Hollywood, MD 20636
301-475-2531
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Route 246 & Great Mills Rd.
Lexington Park, MD 20653
301-862-7702

Route 5 & Mohawk Drive
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
301-884-5636

Wildewood Shopping Center
California, MD 20619

301-866-5702

The Shops at Breton Bay
Leonardtown, MD 20650
301-997-1828




